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DRAWING AROUND 

Sagrada 

Família 

by Nina Johansson 
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Barcelona 

_______________ 

I love Barcelona, it´s a fantastic city. I’ve always been fascinated by Gaudí´s amazing architecture, 

above all by the Sagrada Família, but I never really got a good look at it. 

So I planned a seven-day trip to see it and draw the work in progress of the construction of this 

stunning church. It´s hot in the middle of summer in Barcelona so I packed some light clothes, 

my watercolours, a few sketchbooks and flew from Stockholm. 
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Tourists mainly have two ways of treating their 

maps. Some prefer a pocket-sized minimap and to 

keep to themselves when they are consulting it. Others 

have a huge fold-out map and take a coffee break to spread 

it out and make plans for the day. I think I´m 

somewhere in-between. I like small maps, but I love coffee. 

I‘m mainly going to be in and around the Sagrada Família on this trip, 

so this time I could probably make do with just a little piece of a Barcelona map. 
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At first, you see nothing special when 

you come up from the metro station, but 

as you turn around the sight 

is staggering! 
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The contrast between 

the Sagrada Família 

and the ordinary objects 

around it is somewhat 

unreal. 
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Walking along avinguda de 

Gaudí, the Sagrada Família 

is always present. 
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The modernist street 

lamps in this avenue 

are beautiful, in almost 

the same way as the 

Sagrada Família. They stand 

out from everything else you 

see in the streets here. 

Avinguda 

de Gaudí 
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Around lunchtime or any other time of the day 

the tables along avinguda de Gaudí are filling up 

with people. I can hear languages from all over the 

world. It’s a comforting sound. 
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View from a coffee table. 
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The Nativity Façade 

Admiring the view of the Sagrada Família across 

the pond. I find this the most obvious side 

to start with when trying to take in this 

fantastic building - the Nativity Façade, 

that Gaudí drew himself. 
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Four bell towers (and there are 

many more), dedicated to the 

apostles St.Barnabas, St. Jude, St. 

Simon and St. Matthew, rise above 

the three doors of this façade. 

Gaudí, giving them such a powerful 

verticality, wanted to portray the 

union of heaven and earth. 
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