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Physical Characteristics of the English Foxhound


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Should be of full size, but by no means heavy. Brow pronounced, but not high or sharp. There should be a good length and breadth, sufficient to give in a dog hound a girth in front of the ears of fully 16 inches.


Ears: Set on low and lying close to the cheeks. Most English hounds are “rounded” which means that about 1.5 inches is taken off the end of the ear.


Nose: Should be long (4.5 inches) and wide, with open nostrils.
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Teeth: Must meet squarely.


Neck: Must be long and clean, without the slightest throatiness, not less than 10 inches from cranium to shoulder. It should taper nicely from shoulders to head, and the upper outline should be slightly convex.


Shoulders: Should be long and well clothed with muscle, without being heavy, especially at the points. They must be well sloped, and the true arm between the front and the elbow must be long and muscular, but free from fat or lumber.


Chest: Should girth over 31 inches in a 24-inch hound, and the back ribs must be very deep.


Elbows: Set quite straight, and neither turned in nor out are a sine qua non. They must be well let down by means of the long true arm above mentioned.


Back and Loin: Must both be very muscular, running into each other without any contraction between them. The couples must be wide, even to raggedness, and the topline of the back should be absolutely level.


Stern: Well set on and carried gaily but not in any case curved over the back like a squirrel’s tail. The end should taper to a point and there should be a fringe of hair below.


Hindquarters: Required to be very strong, and as endurance is of even greater consequence than speed, straight stifles are preferred.


Legs: As straight as a post, and as strong; size of bone at the ankle being especially regarded as all important.


Feet: In all cases should be round and catlike, with well-developed knuckles and strong horn, which last is of the greatest importance.


Color and Coat: Not regarded as very important, so long as the former is a good “hound color,” and the latter is short, dense, hard, and glossy. Hound colors are black, tan, and white, or any combination of these three, also the various “pies” compounded of white and the color of the hare and badger, or yellow, or tan.
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The English Foxhound today is still known primarily for the breed’s intended function and skills as a hunting dog. Foxhounds are more frequently seen in hunting packs or competing in organized hunting events than in show rings and pet homes.
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The English Foxhound derived from lines of expertly bred, skilled hunting dogs that have inhabited the French countryside for hundreds of years. Over this time period, these talented hunting breeds, which may have originally developed from other hunting-dog variations, slowly transformed into the breed that we know and respect today—the English Foxhound. Variations of the breed were frequently portrayed in writings, works of famous painters and creations of early well-respected talented sketchers and sculptors. Even today, the breed is regularly displayed in such works.


The English Foxhound was first admired for its extraordinary hunting skills. It wasn’t long before the human race recognized and utilized the breed’s ability to track and bring down large game. English Foxhounds were extremely quick, athletic and built for stamina, which enabled them to hunt for long hours, even days, with minimal rest and care.


Originally, the English Foxhound was used to assist farmers in the control of fox, which often ate their chickens, lambs and other valuable farm animals. However, eventually, over time, the fox became less and less of a threat to farm life. This is when fox hunting turned into more of a sport rather than a way of life. Theoretically, it was no longer fox hunting, but more like fox “chasing.” Fox hunting as a sport involved the pursuit of red and gray foxes, bobcats and coyotes.
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Francisco José de Goya painted “Charles III, as a Huntsman” in 1786. The king is pictured with his hunting companion, a dog that resembles an all-white Foxhound.
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Foxhounds descended from various other types of hound, including the French hunting dogs known as Gascon Hounds. The largest of the Gascon varieties, the Grande Bleu de Gascogne, is shown here.


ENGLISH HERITAGE


As a direct result of French importation, English Foxhounds are descendants of many early hound varieties. Although it is not known for sure (and probably will never be 100% confirmed), there is some solid proof that the breed derived from the Gascon Hounds. Gascon Hounds were quite similar to today’s Bloodhound and once populated southwestern France. There is also some speculation that the English Foxhound has a direct link to the Southern Hound or St. Hubert Hound. This large hound had an excellent nose and loud bark.
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Another of the French hunting hounds is the Poitevin. The breed was used successfully for hunting wolves. The French Revolution and an 1842 rabies outbreak decimated the breed, leaving only one dog and two bitches. All present-day Poitevins developed from those three specimens.


Still another breed that existed during this early period was the Northern Hound. The Northern Hound had many Greyhound-like characteristics. It was much more slender, lighter boned and speedier than the Southern Hound, but lacked the nose and cry of its nearby southern cousin. It only made sense that the Northern and Southern varieties would someday be crossed. Each hound type had its own positive qualities, which could only benefit one another if mixed, and later would aid in the hunter’s pursuit of large game. The two hounds merged and were later considered “staghounds.”


It wasn’t until the early 17th century that the English Foxhound lived up to its name and was used primarily as a fox-hunter. Early variations of the breed chased and hunted larger game, such as deer. By the early 1700s, because the breed was considered too slow and too bulky, breeders attempted to produce a lighter and leaner dog. Most early attempts to do so were unsuccessful until the early 1800s.


In 1819, a dog by the name of Belvoir Furrier emerged. He was considered to be the best-bred hound of his time. He was bred at Belvoir, and quickly distinguished himself as a top hunter and producer in the field. His hunting ability was unmatched by his peers.


The first hound show in Great Britain took place in 1859. The event was led by Thomas Parrington and was held on the grounds at Redcar. The show included classes for “single unentered hounds” (those that did not hunt yet), “single entered hounds” (those that did hunt) and “couples.” After the Redcar shows, Peterborough became the main area for most of the early pre-20th century hound events.




TRACING TYPES


In the early 1900s, the Masters of Foxhounds Association was developed. This organization is important for tracking and tracing many different English Hound pedigrees. Two types of English Foxhounds existed: the “old” English variety and the “modern” English type.
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The Gascon Hound varieties, from left to right: the Petit Bleu de Gascogne, Basset Bleu de Gascogne, Griffon Bleu de Gascogne and Grand Bleu de Gascogne.


By the beginning of the 20th century, many English Fox-hounds began to lose their qualities of voice and nose. This was unacceptable for a breed meant to be a reliable hunter. In addition, many were losing their stamina in the field and began showing signs of poor structure and conformation. For those hounds that knuckled over, the term “shorthorn” was established and widely used.


Recognizing the urgency to do something to save the breed, dedicated breeders and hunters made strong efforts to revive the English Foxhound and restore the breed back to its earlier status as a dependable, durable hunting companion. Two top hounds of this era that established themselves as good examples of the breed were dogs named Wiseacre and Waverly. Wiseacre won Best Single Unentered Dog Hound at England’s Peterborough show of 1911, and Waverly took the title of Champion Dog Hound at the same show. A few years later in 1924, South Staffordshire Denmark won the Dog Hound Championship at Peterborough. These three dogs became the backbone of the early 20th-century development of the English Foxhound.
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This depiction of Foxhounds by the renowned canine artist Reinagle first appeared in The Sportsmen’s Cabinet in 1803; it later was published in the early 1900s with the title “Typical Foxhounds of 100 Years Ago.”
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The Foxhound “Wildair” was a winner in the 1930s. He is pictured here winning at the Cambridgeshire show in the UK.


In efforts to further develop the breeding program of the English Foxhound, three Masters of Hounds from English descent became active breeders exclusively for the English Stud Book. These individuals included Duke of Rutland of the Belvoir, Lord Yarborough of the Brocklesby and Lord Daresbury of the Limerick. The packs that these individuals developed were considered pure English. While these Masters of Hounds were concerned with establishing pure English packs, the Welsh Hounds of the French were more interested in outcrossing to pursue better scenting hounds with better voice. A strong voice was important so the hound could be heard at great distances in the field, and a good nose was essential because the hunters could not always follow directly behind the pack.


In 1925, Sir Edward was the first to cross the rough-coated hound with the Peterborough-type hound. This new and improved hound became eligible for the English Stud Book in 1955.
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THE FOXHOUND’S ABILITIES


The English Foxhound should possess a good nose and voice, and be fully capable of moving through fields over the length of a day’s hunt. In recent years, the breed is used mainly on fox hunts, but is equally capable of tracking down larger game.





THE ENGLISH FOXHOUND IN NORTH AMERICA


The English Foxhound has always been well known on American soil. The first known Master of Hounds to settle in North America was Robert Brooke of Maryland in 1650. In 1691, Mike Dixon convinced the court system that his pack of cherished hounds, which were said to be pestering innocent bystanders, were actually able hunting companions used to hunt and kill wild fox, wolves and other large game animals. It was at this time in history that several hundred English Foxhounds were imported to America. The breed’s demand quickly increased after its skills as an avid hunter became better recognized.


In 1738, Lord Fairfax imported several top hunting dogs to the United States. Fairfax is said to have hunted with George Washington, who had his own prized collection of hounds.


Despite the breed’s gradual increase in popularity in the US, it took more than 100 years before the Foxhound Stud Book of America was formed in 1890. However, nearly 125 years before this Stud Book registry came to be, the Gloucester Foxhunting Club of Philadelphia was established. In October of 1766, the club sponsored the first organized hunt. The club fell apart by 1818. The Montreal Hunt in Canada, founded in 1826, was the earliest established hunt that is still actively functioning today in North America.


Some other early fox-hunting organizations that have had a lasting impact on the progress and advancement of the breed include the Piedmont Foxhounds (established in 1840) and the Rose Tree Fox Hunting Club of 1853. The Piedmont Foxhounds were established in Virginia and are still in existence today. The Rose Tree Fox Hunting Club came into existence when two individuals by the names of Mr. J. Howard Lewis and Mr. George E. Darling decided that they were too old to ride horseback and started a walking stake instead.
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“The Death of the Fox,” from an engraving by P.C. Canot, was based on the 1770 painting by J. Wootton.
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“Foxhounds,” a painting by J. Emms of dogs owned by Walter Hutchinson. To the right of the Foxhounds is a game terrier, whose job it was to turn out the fox when it went to earth.


Although there were many 19th-century American dogs that paved the way for the breed, one dog by the name of Tuck and another by the name of Trailer won first prize as Best Couple in 1879 at the Delaware Agricultural and Industrial Society.


The first Foxhound field trial in the US took place in 1889. Prior to 1909, there was no distinction between English and American Foxhounds. The trial was won by a dog named Joe Forrester, owned by Dr. A. C. Heffinger. In addition to hound shows, it wasn’t long before the English Foxhound could also enter regular all-breed shows. In 1909, the first English Foxhound was registered with the American Kennel Club. The dog’s name was “Auditor AKC 129533” and he was owned by Clarence Moore of Washington, DC and Mrs. O. Pryce-Rice of Lianwrda, South Wales. Most of the early hounds were English imports. The first American show champion of record was Langley Drag AKC 132378, owned by Major W. A. Phipps from Los Angeles.


Although the breed’s popularity in the show ring has remained minimal, many excellent representatives of the breed have emerged over the years. Ch. Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Winslow remains one of the top dogs on record. This multiple Best-in-Show dog had several group wins, including a Group One at the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club Show in 1983. Although English Foxhound AKC registration numbers are small, a good percentage of these dogs earn their champion titles.
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The Fife Foxhound Pack at a meet in the early 1900s.




PRESIDENT AND HUNTER


George Washington was an avid fox-hunter and owned several of his own dogs. Although little documentation is available from this time period, reliable diaries recovered from early settlers reveal Washington’s fondness for the breed.
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Then: A meet at Stretton, circa 1853, features hunters in top hats and an assemblage of about 40 English Foxhounds. Fox-hunting is a pastime deeply rooted in Britain.


Now: While traditional hunts still take place, the Foxhound today is also seen in hound shows and competitive hunting events. These modern-day events preserve customary dress and procedures.
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IS THE ENGLISH FOXHOUND RIGHT FOR YOU?


Choosing a new puppy is the beginning of a long-term commitment. A dog is something that you are likely to have for the next decade (or more), something that you want to make 100% sure you’re going to be happy with and something that needs to match your lifestyle, limitations and expectations. It’s safe to say that not all breeds are good for everyone. It’s imperative that you choose a dog that will flourish in the environment in which you are planning to keep him, and one that has characteristics that appeal to you. Otherwise, it can make for an unhappy situation for both the dog and the owner. It’s vital that you do your research before rushing out and purchasing a dog of any breed.


The English Foxhound is not found very often as a household pet, and is favored more for its hunting skills and abilities afield. However, the English Foxhound can and will make an excellent home companion, provided you understand the breed’s particular needs and requirements.


The English Foxhound is a very distinguished and unique breed. It’s a superlative hunter with an excellent nose, impressive voice, great speed and exceptional endurance. It has a large head, a long nose, low-set ears, long and muscular shoulders and a deep chest. The coat is short, dense and shiny, and usually seen in tan, black, white or a combination of the three. The breed’s coat requires minimal grooming with the exception of weekly once-overs with a brush and an occasional bath. The breed is an average shedder.


The English Foxhound is more heavily built than its American cousin. English Foxhounds are hot-trailing hounds, which usually require more direction from their huntsman than do the American strains. A majority of English Foxhound owners keep them in packs rather than by themselves, but this is not to say that they can’t be housed separately. If you are looking for a pet, it may be best to obtain your puppy from a show line rather than an established field line.




WOOLLIES


The rough-coated variety of the English Foxhound that evolved from the Duke of Beaufort’s hound pack was sometimes referred to as “woollies.”
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A pack dog by nature, a Fox-hound greatly enjoys the company of other dogs.


Due to their history as pack kennel hounds, they don’t always easily adjust to house-pet environments. However, English Foxhounds will adjust to normal household settings provided they are allowed adequate exercise. These dogs need to run! They have extremely high energy levels. Keeping them isolated in an apartment setting won’t do the trick. They make poor city dogs. An English Foxhound requires daily exposure to a large fenced yard or fenced-in field where he can run freely. If he does not get the required exercise, he can become restless and destructive. An English Foxhound can exercise on a large farm or in a large yard for several hours and still be enthusiastic and eager for more!


Keep in mind that the English Foxhound has been bred as a pack-hunting dog. Attempting to change these natural instincts is a losing battle in most cases. These dogs have been bred to run long distances under adverse weather conditions, while working their best when within a pack setting. Potential owners must keep this in mind before deciding to keep an English Foxhound as a pet, as the breed needs its special requirements met in order to do well in an ordinary household.


English Foxhounds are extremely intelligent dogs, but can be poor participants in obedience. They can be stubborn in their ways, which can make them sometimes difficult to train. Diligence and patience in training are the keys to success in any endeavor, from basic commands to preparing for competition. You’ll always have to stay one step ahead of your English Foxhound.


While the English Foxhound was not bred to be a family pet, if your dog is well socialized as a young puppy, he will adapt to family life. This is a lively, friendly, happy-go-lucky breed of dog. English Foxhounds love children and will bond easily with family members. The breed has a tendency to roam, and thus should always be on-lead or in secure areas. It will usually adapt quickly to a new environment if properly cared for. English Foxhounds are exceptionally athletic and very eager to work. They are very willing and eager to please their owners and family members. However, this can sometimes be on the breed’s own terms! All of these considerations need to be borne in mind before deciding that the English Foxhound is the breed for you.
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One thing that’s certain is that the Foxhound needs exercise and plenty of it. The ideal Foxhound owner will have a large, securely enclosed area in which his dog can run and play to his heart’s content.
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THE HUNTING HOUND


The goal of most English Foxhound breeders is to produce a pack of hounds that will run quickly, give great tongue (known as a cry), show stamina and have keen noses. Each hound receives his commands from the huntsman based on the body position of the huntsman and his horse.





FINDING THE ENGLISH FOXHOUND THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU


If you are sure that you can provide the right environment and care for an English Foxhound, and that the relationship will be a mutually happy one, you should then begin your search for a puppy. The key to finding a healthy and sound English Foxhound begins by contacting reputable breeders. The American Kennel Club and national Foxhound breed clubs (such as the English Foxhound Club of America, Masters of Foxhounds Association of America and Foxhound Club of North America) can refer you to prospective breeders in your region. Another good way to meet breeders and make contacts within the breed is to visit a dog show or hunting event. Be prepared to do some research and traveling. Since the English Foxhound is not one of the more popular breeds, you may have to drive several hours away to find a breeder, depending on where you live.




SIZE DIFFERENCES


The English Foxhound resembles the American Foxhound, differing mainly in size and build, with the English type being a bit taller and larger. The English Foxhound stands 23–27 inches tall and weighs 55–75 pounds. The American Foxhound stands 22–25 inches high and weighs about 50–65 pounds. The American breed also has a narrower chest.
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Once you find a breeder with whom you feel comfortable, make arrangements to visit his kennel. The puppies and adult dogs that you meet there must be friendly and outgoing. If the puppy’s sire and dam are on the premise (at least one of them should be), kindly ask to see them so that you can evaluate their appearance and temperament. Are they healthy and sound, both physically and temperamentally?


In making your selection, you should respect the opinions and suggestions of the breeder. Make it very clear as to what type of dog you are looking for. Are you planning to hunt with your new puppy? Are you looking for a potential show dog? Are you looking for solely a family companion? Are you interested in a male or female? How about a young dog or an older one? Be prepared to answer questions about your own dog-caring experience. Many responsible breeders are very selective about the individuals to whom they sell their dogs. Reputable breeders are understandably concerned as to where the dogs from their kennel will be going and whether the dogs will be cared for and housed properly.
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Despite the fact that the Foxhound is first and foremost a hunting dog, his loyalty to and bond with his owner when kept as a pet are something that can’t be denied.


THE SPORT OF FOX-HUNTING


Fox-hunting has existed in England and America for several hundred years. The sport of fox-hunting involves mounted riders’ chasing wild quarry over large expanses of land. The rules of the hunt can vary from country to country; in the US, the hunt ends when the fox is accounted for by entering a hole in the ground. It’s truly a miraculous sight to observe and hear a group of hounds and men working as a courageous team. While the sport was once considered something in which only the wealthy participated, that assumption has since changed in recent decades. Now, many different groups are currently involved with the sport. There are close to 200 sanctioned hunts held each year.


Fox-hunting is a highly systematized sport. The generic term “fox-hunting” applies to red fox, gray fox, coyote and bobcat. The type of animal hunted depends on the geographic location. The Masters of Foxhounds Association of America heads all fox-hunting events. This is a non-profit organization that was formed to maintain high sporting standards, approve and register hunting territories and register eligible Foxhounds (this includes English, American and crossbred Foxhounds, and Harriers). The organization insists on compliance with its rules and does its best to supervise the conduct of its sport. Typically, an individual pays a modest fee to be a member of a hunt. The excitement and thrill of the chase are what attracts many people to this fascinating sport. Part of the excitement is that it’s never clear as to what path a wild fox may take.


An individual designated as the “master” is responsible for the day’s hunt and makes all the decisions regarding that hunt. The master is also responsible for supervising breeding programs and appointing a hunt staff to work with them. If the master doesn’t lead the hunt himself, he appoints a “fieldmaster.” It’s the fieldmaster’s job to keep the field of riders close to the pack, but not so close as to interfere with the huntsman hunting his dogs. Individuals called “whippers-in” assist the huntsman in hunting the hounds. They are used to help prevent hounds from running onto roads or land not open to hunting. There is a formal dress code for all fox-hunters, which usually includes black leather boots, a tie, breeches and a protective hat. Members who are a part of the field workers wear black or red coats, although exact attire and colors vary depending on the country in which the hunt is taking place.
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