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Two Worlds - Separated
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Synopsis

In 1990s South Korea, Min-jun and Soo-ah fall in love as children and make a promise to stay together forever. However, unseen forces seem to conspire against them, and every time they try to get back together, tragedy strikes. As they grow up, they are pulled down different paths, building lives with other people.

As they delve into their family history, they discover a dark secret: an ancient curse prevents them from being together, the result of a war between their ancestors. To break this cycle of pain, they must embark on a dangerous journey to a mystical temple, facing trials that no mortal has ever dared to challenge.

With time running out and fate testing them, Min-jun and Soo-ah will have to prove that their love is strong enough to break the chains of the past and finally conquer eternity together.
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Act 1: Childhood and Promise (Chapters 1-10)

Chapter 1 – The First Encounter

The night sky over the small village was ablaze with colorful lanterns as the lively sound of drums echoed through the streets. It was the Harvest Moon Festival, a traditional event celebrated every year in South Korea, bringing families and friends together to give thanks for the blessings of the year. Children ran among the stalls selling traditional foods, and adults toasted under the moonlight.

Among the crowd, a nine-year-old boy, Min-jun, was watching everything with curious eyes. He was wearing a navy blue hanbok, and his black hair was neatly combed. He held his mother’s hand tightly, smelling the sweet scent of fresh tteok in the air.

On the other side of the square, a girl of the same age, Soo-ah, was trying to reach a balloon floating above her. Her traditional pink dress swayed as she jumped, determined to catch it. However, a gust of wind blew the balloon away, and she ran after it, not realizing that she was moving away from her parents.

Min-jun, distracted by the music and lights, was accidentally pushed by a group of children playing. He stumbled and fell to his knees on the dirt floor, but before he could get up, he heard a small scream and suddenly he was hit by something—or rather, someone.

Soo-ah, running after the balloon, bumped into it and the two fell together. For a moment, they were silent, surprised by the unexpected encounter.

—Ouch… — Min-jun groaned, rubbing his arm.

— I’m sorry! — Soo-ah quickly stood up, extending her hand to help him.

— Okay… — He accepted the help, looking curiously at the girl in front of him. Her eyes shone under the festival lights, and her smile was radiant.

It was then that she noticed the balloon stuck between his feet.

— My balloon! — he exclaimed, picking it up carefully.

— Were you running after that?

— Yes! But now he can’t fly anymore… — She pouted in disappointment.

Min-jun thought for a moment, then took a thread from his clothes and tied the balloon to her wrist.

— Now he will never escape you again.

Soo-ah smiled, delighted.

— Thank you! You are very smart.

An awkward silence settled between the two, until a troubadour announced on the main stage:

— The most anticipated moment of the festival has arrived! Make your wishes upon the moon!

The surrounding children ran to a small altar where pieces of gold paper were arranged. Tradition said that those who wrote their wishes and hung them on the lanterns would have their dreams come true.

Soo-ah pulled Min-jun by the hand.

— Let’s make a wish together!

He hesitated for a moment, but eventually followed her. They took two pieces of paper and wrote their requests under the soft light of the candles.

Before hanging his wish on the lantern, Min-jun looked at Soo-ah and asked,

— What did you order?

She smiled and showed her paper before attaching it to the lantern:

“I want to find someone special and be by their side forever.”

Min-jun blinked in surprise. He looked at his own paper and smiled before pinning it next to hers. Their request was identical.

With a gust of wind, the lanterns were released into the sky, floating until they disappeared among the stars.

Soo-ah reached out her hand to Min-jun.

— Shall we promise that we will always be together?

He looked at her hand, then into the girl’s bright eyes and squeezed her fingers firmly.

— Promised.

At that moment, under the full moon, an invisible bond was created between them. What Min-jun and Soo-ah didn’t know was that that simple encounter would change their lives forever.

Chapter 2 – An Unbreakable Bond

The days after the festival passed quickly, but for Min-jun and Soo-ah, every moment together felt magical. Even at such a young age, they felt like they had found something special in each other—a friendship that was somehow different from all the others.

In their village, surrounded by hills covered in cherry trees, there was a small forest hidden behind the local temple. It wasn’t forbidden, but few children ventured there, as it was said to be haunted by ancient spirits. For Min-jun and Soo-ah, however, it was the perfect refuge.

—No one will find us here! — Soo-ah said excitedly, jumping over a twisted root.

“Are you sure?” Min-jun looked around, a little suspicious. “What if the spirits are really here?”

— Silly! — She laughed. — If they are ghosts, then let’s make friends with them too!

Further ahead, they found a large tree with a hollow trunk, its interior hidden by vegetation. Soo-ah pointed excitedly.

— This will be our hiding place!

Min-jun helped clean the entrance, removing leaves and small branches. As soon as they entered the cramped space, they could smell the damp smell of wood and earth. It wasn’t a luxurious place, but to them, it felt like a secret castle.

“We can store things here,” Soo-ah suggested, looking around.

— What are we going to save?

— Our memories!

It was then that they began to transform the hiding place into their own private sanctuary. The first thing they placed inside were small folded pieces of paper on which they wrote their secrets and promises to each other.

— If one day we separate, this place will always bring us together again,*— Soo-ah said, burying a small wooden box in the tree’s ground.

— Always? — Min-jun looked at her.

— Always! — She smiled, extending her little finger.

He intertwined his finger with hers, sealing the promise with a childish pact, never imagining that that innocent vow would be tested by time and destiny.

In the months that followed, they returned to the hiding place whenever they could, leaving letters, small treasures, or just talking about their dreams. It was the only place where the world seemed to belong to them alone.

But what Min-jun and Soo-ah didn’t know was that fate was already beginning to pull its invisible strings, and that sacred refuge would soon become more than just a childhood hideout—it would be the only reminder of a love that would fight to survive beyond time.

Chapter 3 – The First Obstacle

Summer arrived with warm, lazy afternoons, but for Min-jun and Soo-ah, the days were filled with adventures in their secret hideout. They spent hours making up stories, collecting little mementos, and reinforcing the promise that they would always be together.

That afternoon, the village was preparing for another temple celebration, and the families were busy helping with the preparations. Soo-ah, eager to meet Min-jun, left home early and ran to the woods.

The wind whispered through the trees, and the sound of the creaking branches made her shiver. Still, she smiled when she saw the great tree that held her secrets.

— Min-jun! — she called excitedly, hoping he would already be there.

But before he could take another step, a chill ran down his spine. A strange breeze blew around him, and a barely audible whisper seemed to echo among the leaves.

— Come back…

Soo-ah stopped, her heart pounding.

“Min-jun?” he called again, but his voice was shaky.

Then suddenly the ground beneath his feet gave way.

She tried to grab a nearby branch, but the fragile wood snapped in her hands. She felt her body plummet, her vision spinning as she fell down a slope hidden between the trees. Her scream echoed through the forest before everything went black.

Hours later, Min-jun arrived at the hideout and couldn’t find Soo-ah. Finding his friend’s absence strange, he began to look for her around the area.

It was then that he saw something that made his heart stop: a piece of pink fabric stuck to a bush at the edge of a slope.

“Soo-ah!” he shouted, feeling panic rise inside him.

He hurried down the slope and, to his horror, found Soo-ah lying unconscious among the leaves. Her knee was injured, and a deep scratch marred her forehead.

“Wake up, Soo-ah!” He held her delicate face, his voice trembling.

She opened her eyes slowly, her vision blurry.

—Min-jun… — he muttered, before fainting again.

With difficulty, Min-jun managed to carry her to the village. Soo-ah’s family was in despair upon seeing her in that state, and the local healers rushed to help her.

But the story of the accident soon spread, and gossip began to circulate. Some neighbors claimed to have heard strange whispers in the woods that afternoon. Others spoke of a forgotten curse that hung over those who dared to defy fate.

Soo-ah’s parents were alarmed. The accident, coupled with the scary stories, led them to make a drastic decision:

— She can’t meet with Min-jun anymore.

Hearing this, the boy’s heart broke. He tried to protest, but his own parents were also worried.

— This is for her own good, son. Maybe it’s best if you keep your distance.

Min-jun felt a lump in his throat. How could he walk away from Soo-ah after everything? How could he break the promise they made?

What he didn’t know was that that would only be the first obstacle. Something much bigger was behind that mysterious accident, and fate wouldn’t allow him and Soo-ah to be together so easily.

Chapter 4 – The Beginning of the End

Time had passed slowly since Soo-ah’s accident. Although she had recovered physically, something inside her felt different. Sometimes, while walking around the village, she would feel a sudden chill or hear a faint whisper carried by the wind. But every time she looked around, there was no one there.

More than the bruises and scratches, the greatest pain came from the forced distance between her and Min-jun. Their parents forbade them from seeing each other, and even when they tried to meet in secret, they were always discovered.

One night, Min-jun managed to sneak a note to Soo-ah:

“Our hiding place is still there. I’ll wait for you.”

Her heart raced as she read the words. The next day, with the utmost caution, she fled the house and ran to the woods.

When she arrived, Min-jun was already there, sitting at the entrance of the hollow tree. He stood up when he saw her, and for a moment, it was as if nothing had changed.

“Are you okay?” he asked, looking at her with concern.

— Yes… — Soo-ah smiled, but her eyes showed longing and sadness.

Without hesitation, Min-jun held her hands.

— I don’t want to be away from you anymore.

— Neither do I… — she whispered, squeezing his fingers. — But I don’t know what to do.

Min-jun hesitated before answering. His chest tightened as he remembered his parents’ words from the night before.

— Maybe we have no choice…

Soo-ah felt a chill as she saw the serious expression on his face.

- What do you mean?

He looked away to the floor.

— My father received a job offer in Seoul. He wants me to go with him to study there.

Soo-ah felt her heart drop.

—Seoul? — Her voice trembled. —But… what about me?

— I tried to argue, Soo-ah, but they think it’s what’s best for me. They say I need a good education, that I need to forget… this.

— This? — She pulled his hand away, hurt. — You mean… us?

— No! — He held her hands back tightly. — I will never forget you. But what can we do? If we try to fight it, they will only push us further apart!

Tears threatened to form in Soo-ah’s eyes.

— What about our promise?

Min-jun took a deep breath, then knelt down and picked up a small stone from the ground. With a twig, he began to engrave something on the surface. When he was finished, he handed it to Soo-ah.

She looked at the stone and saw three words engraved on it:

“Forever Together.”

“That’s our promise,” he said, touching the stone in her hand. “Even if the world tries to tear us apart, I will always come back to you.”

Tears finally streamed down Soo-ah’s face, but she nodded.

— I’ll wait for you, Min-jun.

The wind blew through the trees as if it was witnessing that moment. They hugged each other for the last time before heading home, not knowing that this would be their farewell.

The next morning, Min-jun left for Seoul.

Soo-ah went to the hiding place and buried the stone next to the wooden box, swearing to herself that she would never forget that day.

Chapter 5 – Letters Never Delivered

The first few days without Min-jun were unbearable for Soo-ah. Every corner of the village seemed to remind her of him: the path to the woods, the temple where they made wishes to the moon, even the river where they threw stones to see who could bounce them the most times.

The only thing that kept her strong was the promise they made. She knew Min-jun would come back. He had to come back.

And that’s why she started writing letters to him.

At first, they were just short notes, telling him about her day, asking how he was, describing their secret hiding place and how much she missed him. But as time went on, the letters became longer, more profound. Soo-ah wrote about her feelings, her insecurities, and her fear that he would forget her.

She handed each letter to the village messenger, who was in charge of sending it to Seoul. And then she waited anxiously for a reply.

But the days turned into weeks.

The weeks turned into months.

And no response came.

At first, Soo-ah tried to convince herself that Min-jun was busy. Maybe he was studying too much. Maybe the big city was more demanding than he imagined.

But as time passed, doubt began to grow within her.

Why didn’t he respond?

Had he forgotten his promise?

Could it be… that he had found someone new?

What Soo-ah didn’t know was that Min-jun wrote to her just as often.

Every week, he would sit in his room in Seoul, by the dim light of a candle, and pour his heart out on paper. He would talk about how much he hated the big city, how he missed the woods and his secret hideaway. How every night he dreamed of the village, and most of all, of her.

But just like Soo-ah’s letters, Min-jun’s never reached their destination.

Someone was intercepting them.

On a cold autumn afternoon, Soo-ah decided to go to the messenger’s office to inquire about her letters.
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