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Getting the Most Out of Decisions




Where should I go to school? What career should I choose? Who should I marry? How should I invest my money? Help! God has given me free will, and while I appreciate his confidence in my ability to choose, there are times when I wish that he would make the decisions for me. One wrong decision could seriously mess up my life. Why doesn’t God just tell me what to do?


While the Bible cannot give us the answer to every decision that we face, it does teach us how to make decisions. Prayer, study, the leading of the Holy Spirit, circumstances, seeking advice and common sense are all involved. Still, there is no formula that works for every decision. God shows us the way in his own time and by his mysterious methods.


I have found that the constants in making wise decisions are (1) setting your desire on God and (2) patience.


The studies in this book were written while I have been struggling with decisions concerning my future. These Bible passages have been important to me as I have been knocking on God’s door. As of this writing, I am still waiting, praying and listening.


I pray that you will hear God speaking to you through these studies, and that you will experience his guidance in the decisions that you face.





Suggestions for Individual Study


1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. If you are studying a book, it will be helpful to read through the entire book prior to the first study. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.









Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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Why Is God Silent?


Isaiah 58




An enemy of Joan of Arc once mocked her by jeering, “She says she hears God’s voice; why don’t I hear his voice?” It is reported that Joan replied, “Don’t you wish you did?”


 


GROUP DISCUSSION. If you could ask God one question and be assured of an answer, what would it be?






PERSONAL REFLECTION. Why have you begun a Bible study on making decisions? Begin by praying that God will lead you in the decision you are facing.






In the year 537 B.C., Cyrus, King of Persia, allowed a small number of his Jewish captives to return to Jerusalem for the purpose of rebuilding the temple. The foundation for the new temple was quickly laid, but then the political situation became uncertain, circumstances interrupted, and economic troubles became so severe that the operation was discontinued. Isaiah 58 is a message for these confused and off-track people. Read Isaiah 58.




1. What frustrations do the people feel with God?











2. When have you felt a similar frustration with him?











3. What have the people done to try to gain God’s guidance?











4. In what similar ways do people attempt to discover God’s will today?











5. Why does God declare the people rebellious (v. 1)?











6. If the people’s fasting was sincere, how would it have been different?











7. What is the connection between receiving God’s guidance and a concern for justice?











8. What promises does God make in verses 8-14?











9. What are the requirements for receiving these promises?











10. Why might God be withholding his light from us as a nation?









from you as an individual?








11. What have you learned from this passage that will help you to discover God’s will?









Take time to confess your lack of sincerity and to ask for God’s light to break forth.




Now or Later


The letter to the Ephesians explains why many people have become ignorant of and separated from God. Read Ephesians 4: 17—5: 21.


 


What are the results of doing things our own way?






What behaviors are to characterize our new life as Christians?






Which of the commands in these verses are the most difficult for you to keep?






How will keeping these commands help you to hear the voice of God?
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Hard & Painful Decisions


Acts 20:17—21:14




“We are not necessarily doubting,” said C. S. Lewis, “that God will do the best for us; we are wondering how painful the best will turn out to be.”


 


GROUP DISCUSSION. Describe a time when God’s best has been painful for you. How has this experience affected you?






PERSONAL REFLECTION. Do you ever fear God’s will? When and why?






The apostle Paul made a momentous decision to return to Jerusalem. Even though many Christians urged Paul not to go and warned him that he would be arrested in Jerusalem, still Paul remained convinced that this was what he should do. As he traveled, he made several brief stops to visit friends, explain his decision and say farewell. Read Acts 20: 17—21: 14.
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