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Let’s Get Started
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If only we could wave a magic wand over every dog on this planet so that with one swish canines from all continents would automatically heed these three vital cues: come, sit, stay. There are many reasons why these three cues are so doggone vital. First and foremost, they can be lifesavers.


Say, for example, you have a dog who’s determined to chase a squirrel into the street. If he had learned to heed the come cue, he would hit the brakes, stop, turn around and return safely to you after hearing you call “Come!” Also, if your dog learns the come cue, you’ll never again have to coax, beg or chase your dog home. Simply say “Come!”


Dog owners love to show off their dogs, whether they’re at home, in public or visiting friends. Secretly, they want their well-mannered dogs to earn compliments for good behavior from their friends, family and even the general public. For their part, the dogs unabashedly solicit head pats and treats.


Having a dog who understands these basic cues will do wonders for both of you. For instance, when the doorbell chimes and your dog bolts ahead of you to the front door, imagine the praise you both will receive when you simply ask your dog to sit, and he resists the urge to jump on your visitor. Instead, he quickly complies with your cue, allowing your guest to enter without being tackled.


When you are consistent with these cues and your dog learns to obey them, there’s no longer any confusion as to who truly ranks as “top dog” in your household. Dogs understand and even appreciate hierarchy. They like to know exactly where they fit in the family ranking; and, it doesn’t upset them if they realize they are ranked behind you. A clear pecking order is illustrated when you ask your dog to stay and he obediently stops in his tracks.


Mastering these three cues can act as a springboard for your dog. Because dogs are always eager to learn, they will feel confident about conquering new behavior cues and cool new tricks. Learning how to come, sit and stay lays a foundation for other actions your dog will perform willingly on cue, whether you hold a tasty treat in your hand, a dog-loving visitor awaits in anticipation or he simply wants to please you.
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