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CHAPTER I. 1775. THE THRESHOLD OF

THE REVOLUTION.





 




AS we

enter upon a conflict which wrought one of the greatest triumphs in history, —

the founding of a powerful nation, — it is interesting to trace the various

currents of human thought in regions widely remote from each other which

stamped their influence upon coming events. "We have noted the high sense

of political justice which prevailed in New York, and the intelligence and

energy with which her citizens in every decade asserted hereditary rights. A

certain vital force, gathered unconsciously through the sharp discussion of

knotty questions and the resolute sitting in judgment upon the edicts of the

royal government, with roots far in the past, and a long genealogy, needed only

signal occasion to ignite and become purely Roman and regal. But, with all her

ceaseless internal agitations, New York was scarcely more divided in opinion

than England herself. And nearly in the same ratio with New York, whose

extensive frontier was at the mercy of innumerable tribes of war-loving

Indians, loyal to the crown, the higher intelligence of Great Britain was

appalled at the prospect of an armed struggle. 




In the

House of Lords one peer pronounced the military coercion of America

impracticable. Another recommended the cutting of the colonies adrift, "

to perish in anarchy and repentance." Many ridiculed the idea of open

rebellion in America. " How can a people without arms, ammunition, money,

or navy, dare to brave the foremost among the great powers of the earth? "

they asked. Camden exclaimed, " Were I an American, I would resist to the

last drop of my blood." Sandwich, then at the head of the Admiralty,

answered with clever witticisms concerning American cowardice, causing

uproarious laughter. " I tell you," he said, "that Americans are

neither disciplined nor capable of discipline." George III., to all

suggestions, scornfully replied, " Blows must decide whether the Colonists

are to be subject to this country or to be independent." 




The new

Parliament spent the entire month of December in profitless discussions. Just before

its adjournment for the holidays, the proceedings of the first Continental

Congress reached England. The petition to the king was dignified in tone and

forcible in expression; even the crowned head was filled with surprise! The

Colonies asked only security in their ancient condition! The appeal was simply

for justice. For equal rights with British subjects who dwelt upon home soil.

One passage, as an illustration: — 




"

You have been told that we are impatient of government and desirous of

independency. These are calumnies. Permit us to be as free as yourselves, arid

we shall ever esteem a union with you to be our greatest glory and our greatest

happiness. But if you are determined that your ministers shall wantonly sport

with the rights of mankind; if neither the voice of justice, the dictates of

law, the principles of the Constitution, or the suggestions of humanity, can

restrain your hands from shedding human blood in such an impious cause, we must

then tell you that we will never submit to any ministry or nation in the

world." 




George

III. read, and shrugged his shoulders. He did not lose sight of the fact that

he had on his side the block and the gallows. He had never loved the Colonies.

He had no sympathy with the lofty spirit which inspired such significant

language. He could not or would not see that the suspension of trade was the

most disinterested expression of a deep sense of wrong. British commerce would

be distressed to a certain degree, but England could seek other markets; while

the American merchant sacrificed nearly his whole business. Neither did the

blind king reflect upon the weak condition of his own war department. British

industry at that epoch rendered every able-bodied man of value; hence

enlistments in the army were rare. Rank was bestowed by favor, or sold for

money. Hoys at school not infrequently held commissions. The corrupt system

prevailed to such an extent that, scarcely a general officer of the day had

gained a great name. 




Barrington,

the military secretary, knowing all this, remonstrated warmly against war.

"The contest will cost more than we can gain by success; we have not

military strength enough to levy taxes on America," he said. With masterly

eloquence, he advised that the troops be al once removed from Boston. A conference

was finally arranged between Lord Howe and Franklin, the agent of the Colonies,

to learn the best terms of reconciliation with America. Franklin, true to his

principles and faithful to Congress, declared, as the only basis of possible

harmony, that certain specified obnoxious acts be repealed, and Boston freed

from her ignominy. Lord Howe repeated his words to Dartmouth and North, who

agreed in the opinion that neither the king nor Parliament would concede so

much. 




At the

opening of Parliament after the holidays the aged Chatham rose, and moved to

address the king for "immediate orders to remove the forces from the town

of Boston." He was keenly alive to the imminence of the crisis, and his

argument teemed with sound logic. He said: — 




"

My Lords, the means of enforcing thralldom are as weak in practice as they are

unjust in principle. General Gage and the troops under his command are penned

up, pining in inglorious inactivity. You may call them an army of safety and of

guard, but they are in truth an army of impotence; and to make the folly equal

to the disgrace, they are an army of irritation. But this tameness, however

contemptible, cannot be censured; for the first drop of blood, shed in civil

and unnatural war, will make a wound that years, perhaps ages, may not heal.

Their force would he most disproportionately exerted against a brave, generous,

and united people, with arms in their hands, and courage in their hearts, —

three millions of people, the genuine descendants of a valiant and pious

ancestry, driven to those deserts by the narrow maxims of a superstitious

tyranny. And is the spirit of persecution never to be appeased? Are the brave

sons of these brave forefathers to inherit their sufferings as they have

inherited their virtues! Are they to sustain the infliction of the most

oppressive and unexampled severity? They have been condemned unheard. The

indiscriminate hand of vengeance has lumped together innocent and guilty; with

all the formalities of hostility, has blocked up the town of Boston, and

reduced to beggary and famine thirty thousand inhabitants This resistance to

your arbitrary system of taxation might have been foreseen from the very nature

of things and from mankind; above all, from the Whiggish spirit flourishing in that

country. The spirit which now resists your taxation in America is the same

which formerly opposed loans, benevolence, and ship-money in England; the same

which, by the Bill of Rights, vindicated the English Constitution; the same

which established the essential maxim of your liberties, that no subject of

England shall be taxed but by his own consent …. For myself, I must avow, that

in all my reading, — and I have read Thucydides and have, studied and admired

the master-states of the world, — for solidity of reason, force of sagacity,

and wisdom of conclusion under a complication of difficult circumstances, no

nation or body of men can stand in preference to the General Congress at

Philadelphia. The histories of Greece and Rome give us nothing equal to it, and

all attempts to impose servitude upon such a mighty continental nation must be

in vain." 




Many of

the English statesmen besides Chatham believed that every motive of justice and

policy, of dignity and prudence, urged the removal of the troops from Boston;

that haughty England would be forced ultimately to retract. The illustrious

nobleman's words made a profound impression upon the crowd of Americans who

were listening with breathless attention, particularly when he added: — 




"

If the ministers persevere in thus misadvising and misleading the king, I will

not say that the king is betrayed, but I will pronounce that the kingdom is

undone; I will not say, that they can alienate the affections of his subjects

from his crown, but I will affirm that, the American jewel out of it, they will

make the crown not worth his wearing." 




Suffolk

replied with angry vehemence, boasting that he was one of the first to advise

coercive measures, and that the government was resolved to bring the Americans

to obedience. Shelburne signified his approval of the sentiments of Chatham

" because of their wisdom, justice, and propriety." Camden exclaimed:

— 




"

This I will say, not only as a statesman, politician, and philosopher, but as a

common lawyer: My Lords, you have no right to tax America; the natural rights

of man and the immutable laws of nature are all with that people. Kings, lords,

and commons are fine sounding names; but kings, lords, and commons may become

tyrants as well as others; it is as lawful to resist the tyranny of many as of

one." 




Lord

Gower, with a torrent of sneers, declared himself in favor of enforcing every

measure. Rochford and others followed, each attacking Chatham with biting

sarcasm, and reproaching him with "seeking to spread the fire of sedition."

But the greatest statesman of the realm closed the debate, as he had opened it,

by insisting on the right of Americans to hold themselves exempt from taxation

save by their own consent. His reasoning, the essence of the true spirit of

English opinion, availed nothing. His motion was lost by a vote of sixty-eight

against eighteen. And the king was well pleased. 




Attention

was at once turned towards severing the chain of union in the Colonies which

Chatham had proclaimed as "solid, permanent, and effectual." The

ministry fixed their eyes upon New York, which was the central point,

geographically, commercially, and financially. New York won over to a separate

negotiation, and the backbone of the "rebellion" was broken. Every

device was resorted to, and every exertion made to accomplish the desired

result. Very little doubt of ultimate success existed in the minds of the king

and his influential courtiers. New York had acquired individual strength and

stood out alone, a distinct character, as it were, among the colonies. Having

no charter, and being the seal of a royal government winch dispensed

commissions, offices, and immense' grants of land, New York was alive for them

with signs of promise. A corrupt influence had grown out of contracts for the

army; the New York Assembly had been continued from session to session by the

king's prerogative for a series of years; New York City was the seat of a

chartered college which taught that Christians should be subject to the higher

powers, and of the Church of England, whose ministers were strictly loyal; and

over and above all, the shadow of a great terror might be tinned to account,

for the widely scattered and defenseless population of the province shuddered

at the possibility of the countless savages being let loose from the north in

case of war. It would seem as if New York would accept the olive-branch, and

welcome almost any plan of accommodation. 




The

recent death of Sir William Johnson (July 11, 1774) had created fresh

apprehensions in regard to the movements of the Indians. On the very day of his

death a congress of six hundred braves were assembled at his baronial hall, and

he had spoken two hours with the fire and vivacity of an Iroquois orator,

endeavoring to persuade the great sachems of the Six Nations from participating

in the bloody war which was then raging fiercely along the savage borders of

Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, a. war which involved their own blood — for

Logan was a Mingo chief — and which was marked by atrocities so awful that

history recoils from their recital. Sir William was succeeded in his title and

estates by his son Sir John Johnson, then thirty-two years of age, who, in

1773, had married Mary, daughter of Hon. John Watts of New York City; but the

control of Indian affairs fell into the hands of Colonel Guy Johnson, who was

less powerful as well as less popular than his father, and whose efficiency in

managing the uneasy savages remained to be proven. 




This

succession of butcheries which crimsoned the Alleghany and Monongahela Rivers,

was virtually brought to an end through the action of the old Seneca warriors

in preventing their bloodthirsty young men from rushing to the assistance of

the defeated tribes in that extensive wild; but these same suspicious and

treacherous beings were now sniffing the rumors of possible civil war among

their white brethren, and any prophecy concerning their probable conduct in

such an event was idle in the extreme. 




Dartmouth

quickly ordered the governors of the colonies " to use their utmost

endeavors " to prevent the appointment of delegates to the contemplated

Congress. Tryon was in England, and the aged Lieutenant-Governor Colden at the

head of affairs in New York during his absence. Golden had never swerved for an

instant from his allegiance to the crown; he esteemed it a religious duty to

obey the instructions of his superiors to the letter. In reply to Dartmouth's

communication he wrote, under date of January 4, 1775: — 




"

Enthusiasm is ever contagious; and when propagated by every artifice becomes almost

irresistible. The Assembly of this Province, as I formerly informed your

Lordship, are to meet next Tuesday. If I find that there will not be a Majority

for prudent measures, I shall incline to prorogue them for a short time, that

the Plan of the New Parliament may be known here before the Assembly do

anything." 




This

legislative body was slow in coming together. It was the 26th of January before

twenty-one out of thirty members were in their seats. Abraham Ten Broeck

immediately moved to take into consideration the acts of the Congress held at

Philadelphia in the preceding autumn. He was ably seconded by George Clinton

(afterwards governor of the State of New York), by the brave Philip Schuyler,

by Simon Boerum, who had represented King's County since 1761, by the

afterwards famous Colonel Woodhull, by Philip Livingston, and, indeed, by

nearly all the members who were of Dutch descent …. A most intensely exciting

debate ensued. The motion, however, was rejected by a vote of eleven against

ten. 




The news

reaching England, George III. and his ministers became infatuated with their

courting scheme. Henceforth no pains must be spared. The game must be well

played. Not a trick lost. New York must be secured. Favors and indulgences to

the loyal. Praise accorded the good disposition towards reconciliation as shown

by the vote of the Assembly. "Ah," said Gamier to Rochford,

"that one vote was worth a million sterling." But his tone changed

when he was in company with Vergennes, and he explained how that one "insignificant"

vote was not worth the counting by the Ministry, for New York was sure to act

with the rest of the continent, — she only differed in the modes. 




Governor

Tryon was ordered to return to New York without delay, and empowered to give

"every reasonable satisfaction to England's faithful subjects in New

York." Diplomatists were to convey promises to the landed gentry; the

chronic disputes in the land department, and boundary difficulties, were to be

settled in favor of New York; the claims of New York speculators to Vermont

territory, under which populous villages had grown up, were to be supported

against the New Hampshire grants; in short, all claims or pretensions were to

be honored where the petitioners would pledge themselves not to obstruct the

importation or exportation of goods to and from Great Britain. New York was to

be excepted from the restraints imposed on the trade and fisheries of the other

colonies. 




There

were hot debates in the New York Assembly, particularly when the question was argued

whether delegates should be appointed to the second Congress. It was claimed

that the proceedings of the first Congress were violent and treasonable, and,

instead of healing the unnatural breach with the mother country, had the effect

to widen it immeasurably; that " to repeat the experiment in the present

emergency was to be guilty of open treason in the broad light of day."

Against a very determined minority the House refused to appoint delegates. 




This

action was extensively quoted by the hopeful on the other side of the water;

and it subjected New York to all manner of unmerited aspersions from the

neighboring colonies. But its weight was of little account in the general

balance of sentiment. Never was a pivot of the policy of ministers more grievously

misunderstood than New York. Never was the character of a community more

blunderingly misinterpreted. The foundation of the structure was moderation,

inflexibility, and an inherited predilection for republicanism. An ancestry of

which New York was proud had proven to the world that a small people under

great discouragements could found a republic. The results of the daring and

heroism which distinguished the long period of the contest between Holland and

Spain were fresh in the public mind; and men reminded each other in their daily

walks and conversation how Great Britain herself owed the renovation of her own

political system in 1689 to Holland. The New Yorkers who were actually in

sympathy with the British system of ministerial oppression were much fewer than

has been generally supposed; and they were found chiefly on the surface. The

landed aristocracy were divided; they naturally dreaded the confiscation of

their vast estates. But we shall see presently that it was no insignificant

proportion of them who nobly risked their wide possessions, whether inherited

or accumulated, in the cause of liberty. The mechanics of the city were almost

to a man enthusiasts for resistance. They were excitable and headstrong; and

men of means and broader intelligence feared that through the very fact that

this class had nothing personally to lose, and little care for or conception of

possible future events, irreparable mischief might be wrought through their

rash perversity. 




Notwithstanding

the conservative element, and the generally established belief to the contrary,

in no American colony was English dominion less welcome than in New York. The

reader will observe that with all the corrupting influences which the ingenuity

of a corrupt Ministry could devise hearing down upon her, without any legally

constituted body aa rallying point, with perils menacing her on every side, and

in defiance 




of the

logic which had been a part of every man's education — that an established

government must lie sustained — we find New York proceeding exclusively by the

methods of revolution, and under circumstances of difficulty which had no

parallel in any of the other Colonies. At the critical moment when the king was

most obstinately and serenely confident in regard in the future conduct of New

York, the Committee of Sixty were laughing at the vote of the Assembly, which

by a majority of four refused to forbid importations, and in the very face of

this counter-legislative action strictly enforced the non-importation agreement

of the condemned Congress. While the smiling monarch was lavishing flattery

upon his "well-disposed subjects in New York " and issuing orders

that they should be "gratified in every reasonable request," the

self-directing Committee of Sixty, wishing to test the real mind of New York

concerning the Assembly's refusal to appoint delegates to another Congress,

caused a poll to be taken throughout the city, and against one hundred and

sixty-three, eight hundred and twenty-five declared in favor of representation.

A convention was unhesitatingly summoned to elect the delegates, in which the

counties co-operated with the city. On the 20th of April, under the direct gaze

of the "supreme legislative government of New York," forty-five

undaunted electors chose from among their ranks fourteen delegates for the

second Continental Congress. Colden wrote despairingly to Dartmouth: "It

is not in the power of government to prevent such measures; they are supported

by individuals in their private characters, and do not come within the energy

of the laws." 




Several

of these newly elected delegates will be recognized as members of the Assembly.

Philip Livingston, the great merchant — president of the convention — was the

first choice; John Alsop, with immense mercantile interests at stake; Francis

Lewis, also a merchant, a man of liberal education and extensive foreign

travel; James Duane, a lawyer of large practice and universally conceded

abilities; John Jay, already in the front rank among lawyers, scholars, and

political economists, despite his brief twenty-nine years; Philip Schuyler, the

valiant champion of popular rights in the Assembly; Robert E. Livingston,

versatile, brilliant, and influential; George Clinton, as wise in council as he

was afterwards gallant in warfare; Henry Wisner, from Orange County, the chief

manufacturer of powder for the American army at a later date; Simon Boerum, the

assemblyman from King's County during fourteen consecutive years; William

Floyd, intelligent, active, and discreet; and Lewis Morris, the worthy scion of

a powerful family whose influence for more than a century had been arrayed

against the arbitrary encroachments of the crown. Thus were the varied

interests of New York represented in this important movement towards

independence. Men of high moral dignity, of sound discretion, of wealth and

position, of active business habits, and cultivated intelligence, men well

known and in whom the community trusted, and who were in no humor to shirk

responsibility or hasten war, were to take their seats in the second

Continental Congress which England had tried in vain to suppress. Their real as

well as professed object was to " concert measures for the preservation of

American rights, and for the restoration of harmony between Great Britain and

the Colonies." 




New York

had as much more at stake than either New England or Virginia, as she was

better prepared through generations of schooling in the methods of government

to cope with the adversaries of liberty. For upwards of three fourths of a

century New York had been steadily advancing upon arbitrary power, while the

neighboring colonies were comparatively at rest under well-defined chartered

rights. The question whether English or French civilization should control in

the development of the American continent had been chiefly determined by New

York; and the principles which underlie our republican institutions had first

found expression in New York. In short, the tree of freedom had been planted in

the Empire State long before the little plantation of a Dutch mercantile

company had come under kingly rule; it had taken firm root; it had grown rank

despite the frosts of severe displeasure, sometimes shooting forth its branches

in one direction and sometimes in another, putting out a leaf here and a leaf

there, and finally budding and blooming under the stray sunbeams of a living

affection for liberty even while constantly assailed by storms of foreign

wrath; and now its ripening fruit is falling — into its neighbors' fields,

indeed, who, with their baskets ready, hasten to gather it in. 




The New

York Convention adjourned on Saturday. The quiet of the next morning (Sunday)

was broken by the startling news of the battle of Lexington. As the people were

assembling for morning service in the various churches of the metropolis, a

horseman, riding furiously down the Bowery road into Broadway, reined in his

steed here and there to recite the events of Wednesday, the 19th of April, to

little groups of Sunday worshipers on the street. Written documents,

authenticated by the chief men of all the prominent towns he had passed through

from Boston to New York, confirmed his every statement. Amazement, alarm, and

indignation took possession of the public mind. The British army had attempted

to seize and destroy the military supplies at Concord; an ill-advised and

inglorious expedition had resulted in a chapter of horrors with which the world

is familiar, and in the ignominious flight of well-trained troops before an

outraged people! The king's army at this moment were closely beleaguered in

Boston with no mode of exit except by the sea! 




New York

was aflame with excitement. The news traveled with the speed of a whirlwind,

and the whole city before noon seemed to have risen in resentment. Men hurried

to and fro, women were met weeping on the sidewalks, the churches were deserted

in the great feverish impulse to learn the miserable truth, and the dinner-hour

was forgotten. Although it was the Sabbath, men in a body took possession of

the City Hall, and armed themselves with the munitions it contained. Two

vessels laden with flour and supplies for the British troops at Boston, just

upon the eve of sailing, were at once boarded by an impromptu force, headed by

Isaac Sears and John Lamb, and the cargoes, to the value of eighty thousand

pounds, swiftly unloaded. All vessels about to sail for any of the British

possessions were detained. The royal government was powerless in New York; the

people ruled the hour. The keys of the custom-house were demanded and the

officers dismissed. 




On

Monday, while volunteer companies paraded Broadway in defiance of the

administration, the Committee of Sixty met in earnest consultation; being

invested with no special power except in regard to the non-importation

agreement, a new committee with wider authority seemed indispensable. Hence the

following call was issued: — 




 




[image: ]




 




The

counties of New York had many of them prior to this call assured the public

through the press of their willingness to stand or fall with American liberty.

Hitherto there had been no occasion for the appointment of a Provincial

Congress in New York. It was supposed that such a movement would obstruct all

business, prevent the collection of debts, destroy the liberty of the press,

and involve the country in distress. But with the shifting scenes minor

considerations were overlooked, and one grand impulse seemed to inspire action.

While the war-message was speeding from village to village through New England,

and the population responding in a manner which has found no parallel in

history, New York unhesitatingly took another firm, unfaltering step in the direction

of Independence. 




Through

the length and breadth of New England no time was consumed in asking if

resistance were practicable; no delay for the want of a union formed or leaders

proclaimed. Men hurried from the fields, the work-shops, and the barns, and

ministers came from their studies, every one with a gun, and a bit of lunch in

his hat or pocket; possibly a few necessaries packed in a pillow-case by wife

or daughter. In some towns, companies were organized after a fashion on the

village green. For the most part the enlistments were on the prime condition of

individual convenience or pleasure. Thus the volunteer was as free to go away

as to rush into the fray. There were no uniforms, and no equipments. On the

soldiers' rapid march to the seat of the disturbance the inhabitants along the

route gladly spread their tables, and all things were in common. The British

officers were confounded when they saw the besiegers perched in Cambridge as a

central camp, with wide-spread wings stretching from Chelsea on the left,

almost round to Dorchester on the right, covering about three quarters of a

circle of headlands, slopes, peninsulas, and eminences, themselves thus hemmed

in by an unorganized, fluctuating mass of humanity filled with the spirit and

intent of a military host. The bitter mortification of the proud and most

experienced soldiers of the English realm, freshly laureled in recent wars, was

only equaled by the sufferings which came with their confinement, since their

magazines were unfilled, and supplies of every description were cut off,

rendering their diet unwholesome and meager. They were rich in every form of

water-craft, ships of war, gun-boats, transports, floats, and barges; but even

with these they could not venture near the shore of main or island. The

tide-soaked marshes between the two combating forces then doubled the present

width of the rivers; and there were no bridges in the region, save on the side

of Cambridge towards Brighton. The salt flats had no causeways over them, and

the only route between any two places was by a long detour. The chief roads and

all the high points were cautiously guarded. Hence the humiliated generals of

England's monarch saw no way out of their disgraceful dilemma, until

reinforcements should reach them from the other side of the Atlantic. General

Gage, at the solicitation of some of the leading citizens of Boston assembled

in Faneuil Hall, agreed to allow such of the people as desired, to remove from

the city, if they would leave their arms behind them and covenant to abstain

altogether from hostilities. Many of the suffering and frightened families,

whose means of procuring food were made precarious by the siege, availed

themselves of the permission. But their effects were subjected to a rigid

examination; and presently the devoted loyalists, of whom there were not a few,

objected to the liberty afforded their neighbors of removal, under whatever

circumstances, as it would furnish the provincials more excuse for violence

should they attack the city. There were timid neutrals, and there were spies,

who remained quietly in Boston. These latter watched all movements and

communicated with their friends outside. The population of Boston, independent

of the military, was then about eighteen thousand. The town of Charlestown,

which lay under the British guns, contained some two or three thousand souls.

The interruption of employment brought poverty, and the people fled from

Charlestown in every direction, until there were less than two hundred

remaining. 




The

colonial forces were loosely officered, and under no national authority

whatsoever. No war had been declared, and there was no nation to declare war.

The Continental Congress had not as yet decided upon the need of an army. They

had no munitions of war nor the means with which to procure them. A

self-constituted Provincial Congress discharged legislative functions in

Massachusetts, and a Committee of Safety directed in military affairs. A

Council of War was also instituted, with an undefined range as to advice and

authority, sometimes mischievously interfering with or confusing the

arrangements and measures of the Committee of Safety. The field officers held

place and rank according to the inclination and partialities of the privates,

and were liable to be superseded or disobeyed at any moment. Indeed, the

fighting elements, drawn together by the excitement of the hour, were subject

to discord and disintegration, and could act in concert only by yielding

themselves to the influence of the spirit which had wrenched them from their

various occupations at the busiest season of the year. They did not feel their

lack of discipline nor realize its probable consequences. They were restless

under restraint, and eager for action. In the Committee of Safety and in the

Council of War there were directing minds, and a wide difference of opinion, as

to the safe and expedient course to be pursued. Daring enterprises were

discussed, but little could be attempted while there was hardly powder enough

in the camp for a successful target expedition. 




In

accordance with the call, New York city and county elected, on May 1, a new

Committee of One Hundred to control in all general affairs and as the powers of

the Convention (so recently in session) had expired with the choice of delegates

to the Continental Congress, all parts of the colony of New York had been

summoned, and at the same time (May 1) elected delegates to represent them in a

Provincial Congress. 




Eighty-three

members of the new Committee of One Hundred met as soon as chosen; and on the

motion of John Morin Scott, seconded by Alexander MacDougall, an association

was projected, engaging under all the ties of religion, honor, and love of

country, to submit to committees and to Congress, to withhold supplies from

British troops, and at the risk of lives and fortunes to repel every attempt at

enforcing taxation by Parliament. Colden described in a letter to Dartmouth,

under date of May 3, how the people of New York had " entirely prostrated

the powers of Government, and produced an association by which this Province

has solemnly united with the others in resisting the Acts of Parliament." 




On the

5th of May a packet sailed for England. Among the passengers were two agents

sent by the counselors of the disabled government of New York, to represent to

the Ministry how severely the rash conduct of the army at Boston had injured

the cause of the king. The Committee of One Hundred addressed by the same

vessel the mayor and corporation of London, and through them the capital of the

British Empire and people of Great Britain, saying: — 




"

This country will not be deceived by measures conciliatory in appearance. ....

America is grown so irritable by oppression, that the least shock, in any part,

is, by the most powerful sympathetic affection, instantaneously felt through

the whole continent. The city (of New fork) are as one man in the can liberty;

our inhabitants are resolutely bent on supporting their committee, and the

intended Provincial and Continental Congresses; there is not the least doubt of

the efficacy of their example in the other counties. In short, while the whole

continent ardently wishes for peace upon such terms as can be acceded to by

Englishmen, they are indefatigable in preparing for the last appeal. 




"

We speak the real sentiments of the confederated colonies, from Nova Scotia to

Georgia, when we declare that all the horrors of civil war will never compel

America to submit to taxation by authority of Parliament." 




These

brave words were written in the full light of the knowledge that there were not

five hundred pounds of powder in the length and breadth of the metropolis, that

British troops were already ordered to New York, that it was commanded by

Brooklyn Heights, and that the deep water of its harbor exposed it on both

sides to ships of war. The letter was signed by eighty-nine of the One Hundred,

of whom the first was John Jay. 




The

following day the delegates from Massachusetts and Connecticut to the

Continental Congress at Philadelphia drew near; they were met on Murray Hill,

three miles from the city, by a company of grenadiers, and a regiment of the

city militia under arms, and by carriages and a cavalcade, and many thousands

of persons on foot; and along roads which were crowded as if the whole city had

turned out to do them honor, and amid shouts and huzzas, the ringing of bells

and every demonstration of joy, they made their entry into New York, where they

spent the Sabbath. 




On

Monday, two days later, they were joined by several of the New York delegates,

and with great ceremony escorted by several hundred of the militia under arms,

and by a much larger number of patriotic citizens, across the water on their

way to Philadelphia, pausing in Newark and Elizabethtown, where triumphal

honors awaited them. 




Events

followed each other with the swiftness of the whirlwind. Rev. Myles Cooper, the

second President of King's College, who had been elected to that honorable

position in 1763, while only twenty-eight years of age, had been writing for

the press with great force and elegance of diction, on the subject of colonial

relation to England. A tract had recently appeared from his pen entitled

"A Friendly Address to all Reasonable Americans on the Subject of our

Political Confusions." His habits and opinions had been fashioned from the

old Oxford pattern, and the popular party were not in any humor to tolerate his

scholarly arguments against opposing the king's troops. On the night of the

10th of May a mob forcibly entered his lodging in the college with murder intent.

A student warning him in time, he escaped, half-dressed, by jumping over the

college fence, and found shelter in the house of one of the Stuyvesants until

he could reach a vessel bound for England. 




John

Holt, who edited the New York Journal, was one of the most fearless of

printers; having in 1774 discarded the arms of the king as an ornamental

heading for his paper, and substituted the device of a snake cut into parts,

with " Unite or die " for a motto, he about this time issued the

snake joined and coiled, with the tail in its mouth, forming a double ring;

within the coil was a pillar standing on Magna Holt's snake Device. Carta,

surmounted with the cap of Liberty. As the delegates of New England and New

York were traveling through New Jersey and bearing with them to their goal the

sense of the population as well as the declaration of the New Jersey Assembly

" to abide by the united voice of the Continental Congress," a

scheme, discussed in private by Adams and Hancock with the governor and council

of Connecticut while in Hartford a few days before, was taking effect in a

master stroke of military policy. A party of volunteers under the command of

Ethan Allen were on the march towards Ticonderoga. They were chiefly from

Salisbury, Berkshire, and Bennington, having been fitted out from the funds in

the Connecticut treasury. In the gray of the morning of that eventful 10th of

May which inaugurated the opening of the second Continental Congress, the

fortress of Ticonderoga, which cost England eight million pounds sterling, a

succession of campaigns, and an immense amount of human life, fell into the

hands of the Americans after a siege of ten minutes, without the loss of a

single man. 




Allen's

party numbered eighty-three; they broke through the closed gate of the fort,

disarmed the guards, raising at the same instant the Indian war-whoop, — such

an unnatural yell as had not been heard in all that region since the days of

Montcalm, — and formed on the parade in hollow square so as to face each of the

barracks. One of the sentries, after receiving a slight wound, cried for

quarter, and guided Allen to the apartment of the commanding officer. 




"

Come forth instantly, or I will sacrifice the whole garrison! " Allen

shouted through the door. 




Delaplace,

the commander, appeared undressed, with his garments in his hand " Deliver

to me the fort instantly!" was the salutation with which he was welcomed. 




"By

what, authority '." he asked in amazement. 




"In

the name of the Great Jehovah and the Continental Congress!" was the quick

response. 




Delaplace

attempted to speak again, but was peremptorily interrupted by Allen, who

nourished a drawn sword over his head. Seeing no alternative, Delaplace

surrendered the garrison, and ordered his men to be paraded without arms. 




With the

fortress were captured fifty prisoners, more than a hundred pieces of cannon,

one thirteen-inch mortar, and a number of swivels, stores and small arms. Crown

Point was taken a little later by a detachment under Seth Warner, the garrison

of twelve men surrendering upon the first summons. And furthermore, the only

British vessel on Lake Champlain yielded to the bravery of Benedict Arnold.

Alas! Great Britain was actually at war with herself. 




And now

all eyes were turned towards the Congress at Philadelphia. A more doubtful body

of men was probably never convened since the world was made. They could copy

nothing past, be guided by no precedent, proceed not after the manner of great

inventors, but depend entirely upon the gradual unfolding of the internal necessity

of the community. They had no place of meeting, but were indebted to the

courtesy of the carpenters of the Quaker City for the use of the hall wherein

they held their sessions; they had no treasury; they had no authority to levy

taxes or to borrow money; they had no soldiers enlisted, and not one civil or

military officer to carry out their orders; they were not an executive

government, they were not even a legislative body; they had no powers save

those of counsel. They represented simply the unformed opinions of an unformed

people. 




The

thirteen American provinces were inhabited by men of French, Dutch, Swedish,

and German ancestry, as well as English. This new directing intelligence must

respect the masses, one fifth of whom had for their mother tongue some other

language than the Anglo-Saxon. They must not ignore the Quakers, who considered

it wicked to fight; nor yet the Calvinists, whose religious creed encouraged

resistance to tyranny. They must remember the freeholders, whose pride in their

liberties and confidence in their power to defend the lands which their own

hands had subdued rendered them impatient and headstrong; and also the

merchants, whose ships and treasures were afloat, and who dreaded war as the

foreshadowing of their own bankruptcy. The immediate declaration of

independence was an impossibility. Massachusetts, almost exclusively of British

origin, might reach a result with short time for reflection. Congress must take

a broader view. Not only the various nationalities, but the religious creeds,

numerous as embraced by all Europe, must be molded into something like unity

before the American mind could be liberated from allegiance to the past and

enlisted in the formation of one great state. A creative impulse waited for the

just solution of an intricate problem. Time and circumstances were to foster a

sublime sentiment superior to race or language. Meantime it was the sense of

oppression rather than exalted love for country which now ruled the multitude.

The members of Congress saw with fatal clearness the total want of any

preparation for war. The narrow powers with which they were entrusted by their

constituents argued forcibly against any change, where change was not demanded

by instant necessity. They were divided and undecided. They resisted every

forward movement, and made none but by compulsion. And yet it was their

glorious office, through the natural succession of inevitable events, to cement

a union and constitute a nation. 




On the

following day the New York Committee of One Hundred addressed

lieutenant-governor Colden in a carefully worded and dignified document,

setting forth how the city and county, as well as the rest of the Colony of New

York, had waited with patience, in vain, for " a redress of the many

unconstitutional burdens under which the whole continent had groaned for many

years," and that at this most interesting crisis, when their all was at

stake, and the sword drawn by the administration against the people of

Massachusetts for asserting their invaluable rights, the common inheritance of

all Britons, whether in England or America, they had proceeded to associate in

the common cause, and claimed as their birthright a total exemption from all

taxes, internal or external, by authority of Parliament. At the same time they

were deeply concerned in regard to the mischief and bloodshed which would ensue

from the encampment of British troops in the city of New York, and besought

Colden to apply to General Gage for orders to prevent the landing of such as

were on the sea bound for this port, and daily expected. The final paragraph of

the communication was as follows: — 




"

Give us leave, Sir, to conclude by assuring you, that we are determined to

improve that confidence with which the People have honored us, in strengthening

the hand of the civil Magistrate in every lawful measure calculated to promote

the Peace and just Rule of this metropolis, and consistent with that jealous

attention which above all things we are bound to pay to the violated Eights of

America." 




Golden

replied May 13, saying, he could not conceive upon what grounds a suspicion was

entertained that the city of New York was in be reduced to the present state of

Boston. He denied having had the least intimation that any " regular

troops were destined for this province." And he specially exhorted the

committee to 'airy into effect their assurances of strengthening the hands of

the civil magistral adding: "Let this be done immediately, and with

impartial firmness on every occasion; that the houses, persons, and property of

your fellow citizens may not be attacked with impunity, and every degree of

domestic security and happiness sapped to its foundation." 




The

Provincial Congress assembled in the city May 23. Colden wrote to Dartmouth

shortly afterward: — 




"You

will not be surprised to hear that congresses and committees are established in

this government and acting with all the confidence and authority of a legal

government. The Provincial Congress of this province, now setting, consists of

upwards of one hundred members. The city committee and subcommittees in the

country places are likewise kept up; that the new plan of government may be

complete for the carrying into execution the determination of the Continental

and Provincial Congresses." 




The

names of those who organized themselves into a legislative body at this

critical juncture reveal much more of the real republican spirit which pervaded

New York, than shining narrations of riotous outbreaks from gifted pens. Many

of them are already associated in the reader's mind with the most important

events of colonial New York. Others were borne by influential private citizens

and wealthy business men, who, although indisposed to hasten acts of violence,

coolly imperiled their all by such unusual proceedings. Benjamin Kissam, for

instance, was an educated and able lawyer, in whose office John Jay and Lindley

Murray had been law-students together. He was a man of sterling qualities, and

one who commanded universal respect. His wife was Catharine Rutgers. He and his

family were on terms of special social intimacy with William Livingston; and he

was one of the famous coterie of lawyers — the "Moot" — which met to

discuss legal questions only, of which Livingston was president, and such men

as James Duane, Robert R. Livingston, Egbert Benson, Whitehead Hicks, William

Wickham, Gouverneur Morris, John Jay, William Smith, Richard Morris, Samuel

Jones, Stephen De Lancey, John Morin Scott, and John Watts, Jr., regular

attendants. His brother, Daniel Kissam, was also an eminent lawyer and a judge

in Queen's County, where he married Mary Betts. The Kissams were of purely

English origin, the first of the name having early settled in Flushing, and in

the various generations since have perhaps contributed more valuable men to the

legal and medical professions than any other of the old New York families. 




Jacobus

Van Zandt represented an opulent family of as purely Holland origin, the

ancestors of whom wore were men of note on the Continent. Wynant Van Zandt,

styled "gentleman" in the records, held important trusts under

Charles I. In 1638 he was commissioned by that monarch as agent for England of

the city of Amsterdam, to act in connection with the British minister in regard

to certain matters of moment. The first of the name settled in New York about

1682. His son Wynant, educated in Europe, married a Dutch lady; their home in

William Street for a decade was one of refinement and luxury, many relics of

which in old and elaborately wrought silver, a carved chair of state, etc., are

still preserved, as well as the portraits from which the above sketches are

copied. They had six sons, of whom Jacobus, the elder, occupied the old

homestead in 1775. Fired with the true Dutch spirit in which he had been bred,

he was quickly ranked among those who declared for resistance, and was a most

useful member of this Congress. 




David

Clarkson, second son of Hon. David Clarkson, so long active in New York city

affairs, was a grandson of the Matthew Clarkson, notable as Secretary of the

Province, whose father was an eminent English divine and whose mother was of

royal descent. David (2d) was one of the substantial men of the city at this

period, — widely known and widely honored, middle aged, rich without pride, and

liberal without ostentation. He, like his father before him, had been educated

in Europe and seen much of the world. He married, in 1749, Elizabeth French,

the sister of Mrs. William Livingston and Airs. David Van Borne. Shortly

afterward he built upon the Clarkson property, corner of Whitehall and Pearl

streets, an elegant mansion, which was considered at the time an

"ornament" to the metropolis, but which was swept away by the great

fire of 1776. It was sumptuously furnished, some of the European importations

consisting of beautiful curtains, and stuffed sofas and easy-chairs (made in

London), "mirrors in carved gold frames," works of art, portraits,

ancient relics, line table-service in costly porcelain, cut glass, and silver

plate, and a library embracing the popular novels and standard works el' the

day. The household servants, as in many other of the New York families of the

time, were chiefly negro slaves. The summer residence of the family was at

Flatbush, Long Island. David Clarkson was one of those who advanced money to

the state and city for revolutionary purposes, and his two sons, David and

Matthew (the former twenty-four and the latter nineteen), were among the

foremost to offer their lives in fighting the battles of the country; Matthew

was early appointed an aide-de-camp to General Arnold. 




A more

peculiar condition of human affairs was never chronicled than at this juncture.

In defiance of kingly authority a Continental Congress was in session which

recognized the existing royal government of New York, tolerated its governor,

and all naval and military officers, contractors, and Indian agents, and

instructed the city and county not to oppose the landing of troops, but to

prevent the erection of fortifications for their benefit; and under any

circumstances to act simply on the defensive. It also recommended the provision

of warlike stores and a safe retreat for the women and children; in accordance

with which latter clause, though in direct conflict with preceding directions,

John Lamb — afterwards general — obtained a vessel from Connecticut, and with a

resolute band of men passed up in the night to Turtle Bay, surprising the guard

and capturing a quantity of the king's military stores there deposited, a

portion of which were at once forwarded to the army at Cambridge, an exploit of

signal service to the country. 




The

Provincial Congress of New York came together after these rules had been laid

down for their province, and voted obedience to the Continental Congress so far

as the general regulation of the associated colonies were concerned, but

declared themselves competent to " freely deliberate and determine all

matters relative to the internal police of New York." They made no effort

to interfere with the royal officers, while their own edicts were executed to

the letter. The Asia, a British war vessel, was allowed to obtain provisions

from the city; but intercourse between the ship and shore was restrained. When

a little later one of the Asia's boats was destroyed by some rash and irritated

citizens, it was restored at the expense of the city. 




"

Why such scrupulous timidity? Why suffer the king's forces to possess

themselves of the most important post in America? " asked Edmund Burke in

passionate indignation. 




"Because

there is no effective military organization, no artillery, do ammunition, no

means of protection for New York," was the reply of one who saw the

madness of hastening hostilities before the semblance of preparation had been

effected. 




The

formation of the American Republic must ever be a theme of wonder, and

constitute one of the most novel chapters in the history of mankind. The hazard

of attempting self-government, of which internal anarchy is quite as much to be

apprehended as the fate of those concerned in ease of failure, is clear to

every intelligent mind. But it will be observed that wherever the power of

Great Britain was disavowed in the colonies it passed naturally into the hands

of the people, and in the methods of election, whether of committees or

congresses, there was judicious, uniform, and systematic management. The

leaders were so cautious that the power should actually and visibly come from

the people, that, there was no instance of a member of any elective body on the

continent taking his seat without exhibiting a well-authenticated certificate

that he was duly chosen. In New York City the certificate was signed by the

vestrymen of the wards; in some parts of the State, by the chairman of

committees, moderators and clerks of town-meetings, or by judges and justices.

Thus confidence was established and union cemented. In no colony was there more

perfect harmony between the elected and the electors than in New York; and the

wisdom of moderation was nowhere else more pronounced and praiseworthy. 




The New

York Congress was opened and closed with prayer each day of the session, the

clergymen of the Episcopal Church officiating as well as those of the

Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, and other denominations. The first act was to

decide upon rules of procedure; then arose the question of the emission of

paper currency, which it was argued would create a common interest among the

associated Colonies in the property of the circulating medium, and a common

responsibility for its final redemption; and the report forwarded to the

Continental Congress contained the main features of the plan finally adopted by

the nation. Other subjects crowded rapidly upon notice. There were threatened

troubles with the Indians, and it was understood that Colonel Guy Johnson was

acting in accordance with orders from England, and actually engaged in the work

of trying to influence the Six Nations to take up the hatchet against the

"king's rebellious subjects in America." Affairs at Ticonderoga

demanded attention, but as no troops had yet been raised in New York,

Connecticut was requested to send forces to hold the post, and responded

promptly. The Continental Congress was inclined to abandon the conquest, being

yet so unprepared for war, and rejected a proposition from Ethan Allen and

Benedict Arnold to invade Canada. But New York was alive to the importance of

holding the fortress, and took the matter in charge. Such means of defense as

time and circumstances would allow were devised; a bounty of five pounds was

offered for every hundred pounds of powder manufactured in the colony, and

twenty pounds for every hundred muskets, over and above the regular market

price. Resolutions were passed for fortifying the Highlands and the positions

about Kingsbridge; new regulations for the militia were instituted, and General

Wooster, who was in command of the Connecticut forces at Greenwich, was

requested to take up his quarters at Harlem, as a security against a possible

invasion. This he did, remaining there several weeks. Philip Schuyler and

Richard Montgomery were unanimously nominated, the first as a Major-General and

the second as a Brigadier in the army of the continent, and shortly confirmed

by the Continental Congress. At the same time every attempt upon the part of

the impatient to provoke hostilities was sternly discountenanced. 




On the

morning of May 25, the great British generals, Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne,

reached Boston with reinforcements, and were obliged to land upon a narrow

peninsula with no available outlet save by the sea. The nearer and more

imminent the danger, the more the New England heroes displayed their courage;

they stripped every island between Chelsea and Point Alderton of sheep, cows,

and horses, and burned the lighthouse at the entrance to Boston Harbor. They

were confident that if gunpowder could be obtained they could effectually drive

the British from any foothold on their coasts. 




An order

came for the few British troops in the barracks at Chamber Street in New York

to join the army in Boston. They accordingly marched towards the point of

embarkation on the morning of the 6th of June. A whisper ran through the city

that the committee had not given them permission to take their arms with them.

Marinus Willett accidentally came in front of the party on the corner of Beaver

Street in Broad, and without any pre-concerted plan caught the horse of the

foremost cart of arms by the bridle, which brought the whole procession to a

standstill; while he was having sharp words with the commander a crowd

collected. Gouverneur Morris reached the scene and declared with warmth that

the troops should be allowed to depart unmolested; lint John Morin Scott came

upon a run, exclaiming, " You are right, Willett, the committee have not

given them permission to carry off any spare arms." The front cart was

immediately turned and the cartman directed 




to drive

up Beaver Street, all other carts being compelled to follow. 




They

were conducted amid the deafening cheers of the people to Broadway, corner of

John Street, and their contents deposited in the yard of Abraham Van Dyck, a

prominent Whig; these were afterwards distributed among the troops raised in

New York 




June was

a memorable month for America. While Congress at Philadelphia was groping

irresolutely in the dark, the very air was exhilarant with aggressive progress

all the way from the hills of New Hampshire to the remote forest wilds of

Kentucky; far beyond the Alleghenies a few men had organized themselves into a

convention on the 25th of May, and founded that commonwealth. Virginia had been

peopled by the average cavaliers of the day, under the direction of higher

grades of intellect, and now a large array of men of education, property, and

condition were revolving the new notions and ideas which were to make us a tree

and independent people. Maryland, from the beginning, rose upon the shoulders

of persons of high birth moved to their destination by the best thought at

home, but taking in the vagaries of a larger freedom under a new sky. The

county of Mecklenburg, North Carolina, had already been the scene of political

meetings which were in tune with the urgency of the times; the inhabitants were

chiefly Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, of the race who early emigrated from

Scotland to the North of Ireland. The little town of Charlotte was the center

of the culture of the western and most populous portion of North Carolina, and

the Royal governor was dazed when he read the resolutions of those whom he had

hitherto supposed he might command in an emergency; he said, " They most

traitorously declare the entire dissolution of the laws and Constitution, and

set up a system of rule and regulation subversive of his Majesty's

government." The settlement of the Colonies had been but the removal of

ripening European minds in European bodies to another country. As good came

here as were left behind, and the heads of these Colonies had ever since been

in intercourse with the best talent and wisdom of Europe. Fast-sailing packets

brought to our shores Parliamentary discussions, which were scattered broadcast

by the press, and repeated from mouth to mouth. The lofty sentiment which was

taking shape was constantly fed and fostered by words of sympathy and

encouragement from the home continent. It was a period of greater significance

than mere development; it was that of interpretation. Nowhere was the conduct

of Gage more severely criticized than in England. Lord Effingham retired from

military service as soon as he learned his regiment was destined for America.

Many other gallant officers did likewise. The king's own brother, the amiable

Duke of Gloucester, through genuine admiration for the men of Lexington and

Concord, expressed himself so forcibly in his descriptions of the uprising of

New England, at a banquet of Louis XVI. given in his honor while in France,

that he won a champion for American Independence in the youthful Lafayette, who

was present. 




All eyes

were turned expectantly upon the movements at Boston. On the 12th General Gage

established martial law in Massachusetts, and sent vessels to Sandy Hook to

turn the transports to Boston, which were bound to New York with four regiments

of soldiers. About the same time Thomas Wickham, the member of the New York

Congress from Easthampton, and one of the trustees in charge of Gardiner's

Island for the children of the late David Gardiner (the 6th Lord) reported that

the British had taken off all the stock from this defenseless point, and

desired to know whether pay should be taken for the same. 




The

Continental Congress having at last created a continental army, elected

Washington its commander-in-chief. On the following day he accepted the

position, refusing all compensation beyond his expenses; and with the full

knowledge that he was appointed by the feeblest of all possible governments,

prepared for his departure for the seat of war. Four major-generals and eight

brigadiers where likewise appointed. At the same moment events were transpiring

in Boston which were to electrify all Christendom. Spies, swimming under the

very bows of the British war-vessels unseen, communicated to the army of

besiegers that the enemy were about to extend their lines over Charlestown. The

question was quickly debated of fortifying the Heights of Charlestown (Bunker

Hill). But if such step were taken the post must be held against a constant

cannonade, and probably a direct assault, and where was the powder to be

obtained? General Ward knew that he was hardly commander-in-chief, although in

chief command, for in reality there was no New England army; Massachusetts had

an army, New Hampshire had an army, Connecticut had an army, and Rhode Island

had an arm v. but there was no association formed and no common authority. They

had met under one common impulse and purpose, that was all. The moment,

however, was a critical one, and demanded decisive action. Joseph Warren,

President of the Massachusetts Congress, and chairman of the Committee of

Safety, was in favor of taking the risks for the possible issue. The vote

accorded with his judgment, and Ward executed the instructions of his

superiors. The next day (the 16th) William Frescott was chosen to lead a

detachment to entrench Bunker Hill, and a thousand men were placed under his

command. It was one of the most daring enterprises of modem warfare. The work

must be done in the night, and in such near proximity to the enemy that

ordinary conversation might be heard. The men with their wagons and tools were

in readiness as the shades of evening settled upon Cambridge. They were drawn

up in front of the parsonage, General Ward's headquarters, not knowing whither

they were bound, and prayer was offered by the Reverend President of Harvard

College, Dr. Langdon. Prescott, with two sergeants carrying dark lanterns open

in the rear, gave the order of inarch at nine o'clock, himself leading the way.

With hushed voices and silent tread they passed the narrow isthmus. Then they

halted, and Prescott conferred with Colonel Richard Gridley, a competent

engineer, and other officers, in relation to the exact spot suitable for their

earthworks. The order designated " Bunker Hill," the highest of the

two eminences which constituted what was then known as Charlestown Heights. But

with scanty military appliances it was quite apparent that both hills could not

be fortified in one night, and that the lower, or " Breed's Hill" (as

it was afterwards called), was a superior position. Bunker Hill would have been

altogether untenable except in connection with Breed's Hill. The British would

certainly have occupied the latter summit if the Americans had not, and thus

have become masters of the situation. 




The

Boston bells announced the midnight hour before the sod was broken, and the

remnant of a waning moon disappeared. The stars shone with mocking brilliancy.

Morning was just beyond the horizon, approaching swiftly. How precious each

second of time! Every man was conscious of the risks, and every muscle was

strained to the utmost in the rapid work of raising the protecting shield of

loose earth. A guard was stationed at the water's edge to note any movement of

the British. Five or more armed vessels were moored so close that it seemed

almost impossible but that the sentries, if awake, would hear something of the

operations. Twice Prescott ran down to the shore to satisfy himself that they

had discovered nothing, and was reassured by the drowsy cry from the decks,

" All is well." During the night General Putnam appeared for a few

moments among the Connecticut men on the Hill, but his hands were full

elsewhere. Officers sprang from point to point, putting their own shoulders to

the wheel, and men worked as men can only work in the presence of a fearful

necessity. Thus minutes yielded the fruits of ordinary hours. 




The sun

rose upon a scene which foretold serious events. A redoubt had sprung into

existence while Boston was sleeping, the earthwork of which was already between

six and seven feet high. Cannon from the vessels greeted it with a hot fire without

any seeming effect. The British generals repaired to Copp's Hill, twelve

hundred yards from it, to study its strength and character. Hurrying its

completion, Prescott's one thousand looked like a hive of bees. Untiring, with

perspiration streaming from every pore, without food or water, the intense heat

of the coming day bearing down upon them with fatal force, they labored with an

intrepidity which delayed the measures of the enemy through sheer amazement.

Prescott was full of bounding energy, and his words fell like fire-balls of

inspiration about him. He was in his fiftieth year, lull, of fine, commanding

presence, with frank, open, handsome fare, blue eyes and brown hair; he was

bald on the top of his head, and later in life were a wig. He was in a simple

and appropriate military costume, wearing a three-cornered hat, a blue coat

with a single row of buttons, lapped and faced, and a well-proven sword.

Expecting warm service, he had with him a linen coat or banyan which he wore in

the engagement. As he mounted the works with his bat in his band, and walked

leisurely backwards and forwards giving directions, his magnificent figure

attracted the attention of Gage on Copp's Hill, who asked of Counselor Willard,

at his side, " Who is that officer commanding?" 




Willard,

recognizing his own brother-in-law, named Colonel Prescott. 




"

Will he fight? " asked Gage. 




"Yes,

indeed, depend upon it, to the last drop of blood in him: though I cannot

answer for his men." 




But

Prescott could answer for his men, as the sequel proved. 




The

story of this battle has been told again and again. Who does not know with what

admirable coolness and self-possession, such as would have done credit to the

greatest hero of antiquity, Colonel Prescott deliberately gave orders and compelled

their obedience. He dispatched repeated messengers for reinforcements and

provisions, but none came. Without sleep, without breakfast, without dinner,

without even a cup of cold water, be and his men prepared for a desperate

encounter with a vastly superior force. General Ward, at Cambridge,

apprehending that the main attack of the British would be at headquarters,

dared not impair his strength by sending more men to Bunker Hill. Even when he

was told by Brooks — afterwards governor of Massachusetts, one of Prescott's

messengers, who, denied a horse because the roads were raked by the cannon of

the gunboats, had made the long detour to headquarters on foot— that the

British were landing at Charlestown, he refused to change his plan. He simply

ordered the New Hampshire regiments of Stark and Reed, then at Medford, to

march to Prescott's support. Some two hundred yards in the rear of the redoubt,

a low stonewall crowned by a rail-fence extended towards the Mystic. A few

apple-trees were upon either side of it. The meadow, just mown the day before,

was rich with half-cured hay in piles. Prescott sent the brave Knowlton with a

detachment of Connecticut troops to improvise a fortification by throwing up

another rail-fence along the route of this, filling the few feet of space

between the two with the fresh-mown hay. The work was done, and proved of great

service. But it was only about seven hundred feet long, and there was an

opening of nearly the same length between it and the redoubt which there was no

time to secure, and no means of defending save behind a few scattered trees. 




Thousands

of persons from hill-top, steeple, and roof, almost disbelieving their own

eyes, regarded every movement with intensest anxiety. Ere the clock struck nine

the bustle in Boston indicated that the British would presently attempt to

dislodge the bold patriots. But they moved with moderation; they took

refreshments by the way; they halted on the grass and sent back for

reinforcements; and finally, about half past two o'clock in the afternoon,

marched up the hill in their glittering uniforms. 




Prescott

was undismayed by the thinned ranks of his fighting corps, some of those

detailed expressly for the night work having departed. Warren arrived just

before the action, saying he came as a volunteer, and asked for a place where

the onset would be most furious. It was absolutely necessary, with the small

amount of powder in hand, that every charge should take effect, hence the men

were ordered to withhold their fire until they could see the whites of the

assaulters' eyes. Prescott vowed instant death to anyone who disobeyed him in

this respect, and when the word was given and the deadly flashes burst forth,

the enemy fell like the tall grass before the practiced sweep of the mower. General

Pigott, who commanded the British left wing, was obliged to give the order for

retreat. General Howe, meanwhile, with the British right wing, made for the

rail fence where Putnam had posted the artillery, and threatened to cut down

any of his men who risked the waste of a musket discharge without orders. The

word was given when the enemy were within eight rods, and a lane was mown

through the advancing column. The assailants retreated in confusion. Our troops

and our cause suffered from want of discipline and imperfect preparation; and

an almost insuperable barrier to the bringing on of reinforcements was the

plowing of the neck of land by the incessant volleys from the ships, which kept

a cloud of dust darkening the air. At this crisis fresh troops came over from

Boston, and the enemy rallied for a second attack. Again were the British

fairly and completely driven from the hill. It was during this assault that

Charlestown was set on fire by order of Rowe, and its church and over two

hundred dwellings were falling in one great blaze. The few remaining rounds of

powder were distributed by Prescott himself to the less than two hundred men

left in the redoubt, and there were not fifty bayonets in his party. The

British made the third desperate assault, and hand to hand and face to face

were exchanged the last savage hostilities of that day. It was only when the

redoubt was crowded by the enemy and its defenders in a dense promiscuous

throng, and fresh assailants were on every side pouring into it, that Prescott

conducted an orderly but still resisting retreat. The chivalrous Warren was

among the last to leave the redoubt, and fell a few rods from it. Putnam, with

Knowlton and Stark, made a vigorous stand at the rail-fence, which was of the

utmost service to the retreating party, but were also compelled to retire. The

enemy were in no condition to pursue, and remained apparently content with the

little patch of ground which had cost them so many lives. They had brought

their last forces into the field; more than a third of those engaged lay dead

or bleeding, and the survivors were exhausted by the courage of their

adversaries. All that night and the next day boats, drays, and stretchers were

conveying the wounded and dying to Boston. Seventy commissioned officers were

wounded and thirteen slain. Even the battle of Quebec, which won half a

continent, did not cost the lives of as many officers. Gage estimated his loss

at one thousand fifty-four. Of the Americans, one hundred and forty-five were

killed. This battle put an end to all offensive operations on the part of Gage.






The news

reached Philadelphia on the 22d, and the next day Washington, accompanied by

two of the newly appointed major-generals, Lee and Schuyler, and a volunteer

corps of light horse, started for the seat of war. As the brilliant cavalcade

clattered through the country, it was the delight and wonder of every town and

village. The New York Congress were in a dilemma when a message came that

Washington would arrive in the city on the 25th, and another to say that

Governor Tryon, just from Europe, was on a vessel in the harbor, and would

probably land about the same time. Tryon was still held to be the legal

governor by order of the Continental Congress, although the only allegiance

shown him by the New York Congress was outward respect, and a vigilant caution

that his person should not be molested. It was not desirable that the two

distinguished officials should meet, and it was incumbent on the

self-constituted authorities to pay military honors to both. In the

embarrassment of the moment they ordered one company of militia to meet

Washington, and another to be ready at the ferry to welcome whichever dignitary

should first arrive " as well as circumstances would allow." A

committee consisting of John Sloss Hobart, Melancton Smith, Richard Montgomery,

and Gouverneur Morris met Washington in Newark, and attended him to New York.

It was a lovely afternoon, bells were rung joyfully, militia paraded in their

gayest trim, and the handsome, courtly commander-in-chief, in a uniform of

blue, with purple sash, and long plume of feathers in his hat, was drawn in an

open phaeton by a pair of white horses, up Broadway, which was lined by

multitudes to the very house-tops. A letter from Gilbert Livingston to Dr. Peter

Tappan gives an account of the affair in all its freshness. 




New

York, June 29, 1775. "Dear Brother, — You will see by the warrants who are

nominated officers for your County, it is very likely we shall raise an

additional number of troops besides the 3,000 now Raised. We expect all

dilligence will be used in Recruiting, that the Regiments may be formed

immediately. Last Saturday about two o'clock the Generals Washington Lee and

Schuyler arrived here, they crossed the North River at Hoback and landed at Coll

Lispenards. There were 8 or 10 Companies under Arms all in Uniforms who marched

out to Lispenards, the procession began from there thus, the Companies first,

Congress next, two of Continental Congress next, General Officers next, & a

Company of horse from Philadelphia who came with the General brought up the

rear, there were an innumerable Company of people Men Women and Children

present. In the evening Governor Tryon landed as in the newspapers. I walked

with my friend George Clinton, all the way to Lispenards — who is now gone

home. I am very well hope all Friends so, the Torys Catey writes are as violent

as ever! poor insignificant souls, Who think themselves of great importance.

The Times will soon show. I fancy that they must quit their Wicked Tenets at

least in pretense and show fair, Let their Hearts be Black as Hell. Go on be

spirited & I doubt not success will Crown our Honest endeavours for the

Support of our Just Rights and Privaledges." 




Governor

Tryon landed about eight o'clock the same evening, and was met and escorted by

a delegation of magistrates, and the militia in full dress, to the residence of

the Hon. Hugh Wallace. He wrote to Dartmouth shortly after, that he was only in

the exercise of such feeble executive powers as suited the convenience or

caprice of the country, and he felt most keenly his ignoble situation. He said

every traveler on the continent must have a pass from some committee or some

congress, in order to proceed from one point to another. 




Washington

met the New York Congress on the day following his reception, exchanged

addresses and civilities, and discussed military questions oft moment, chiefly

concerning the formidable power which threatened from the interior of this

province; then hastened towards Cambridge, where he was much needed. Schuyler

was left in command of the militia of New York. The Continental Congress had

already ordered New York to contribute three thousand men as her quota to the

army of the country. Four regiments were soon raised and placed under Colonels

McDougal, Van Schalck, James Clinton, and Holmes. John Lamb was appointed

captain of a company of artillery, he was shortly instructed by the New York

Congress to remove the guns on the battery to the fortifications in the

Highlands. While accomplishing this feat, on the night of August 23, he was

fired upon by a party from the Asia, who were in a barge close under the

fort, evidently to watch proceedings, and returned a volley which sent the

hostile craft swiftly to the shelter of the ship, with one man killed and

several wounded. A broadside was at once opened upon the city by the Asia,

wounding three of Lamb's men and injuring some of the houses in the vicinity of

Whitehall. In the meantime the cannon, in all twenty-one pieces, were taken

hence with great deliberation. The panic was such that many families hurriedly

removed from the city the next day. The captain of the Asia wrote to the Mayor,

Whitehead Hicks, in the early morning, demanding satisfaction for the murder of

one of his men in the skirmish. The public functionaries were summoned to the

council-room of the City Hall, including the Mayor and Common Council, Governor

Tryon, and of his counselors Daniel Horsemanden, Oliver De Lancey, Charles Ward

Apthorpe, Henry White, and Hugh Wallace, together with the members of the New

York Congress who were in town, to consult in regard to the alarming condition

of affairs. It was agreed, after considerable discussion, that as the Asia had

seen fit to cannonade the city, she must henceforward receive no more supplies

from it directly, but fresh provisions might be delivered on Governor's Island

for her benefit. Thus there would be no communication between the vessel and

the town. Orders to this effect were issued on the 29th. A week later Tryon

wrote to Dartmouth: — 




"

The city has remained quiet since, but a boat which carried only some milk to

the ship was burnt on her return to shore, as was last Sunday a country sloop

for having put some provisions on board the man-of-war. Such is the rage of the

present animosity. At least one third of the citizens have moved with their

effects out of town, and many of the inhabitants will shortly experience the

distresses of necessity and want." 




It may

be observed that the ablest and best-informed of those who have censured the

New York Congress for permitting any supplies whatever to reach the Asia, are

scarcely consistent with themselves. On what principle of generalship could an

engagement have been provoked with an adversary of such strength without as yet

the slightest means of defense? It is hardly conceivable that men of genius and

judgment, as the majority of this Congress unquestionably were, should commit

so great a blunder as to throw the firebrands which would have certainly laid

the city in ashes, to the great risk of life and destruction of property. There

were other and broader objects and aims than the punishment of one war vessel

which manifestly had the advantage at the present moment. Despite the clamor of

the short-sighted and impatient, less diplomacy and discretion at this crisis

would have clone irreparable injury to the American cause. " We had better

be dubbed cowards and tories than to beat our heads against a wall," said

Gouverneur Morris. 




Tryon

wrote to Dartmouth in an hour of deep dejection: — 




"

Every day produces fresh proof of a determined spirit of resistance in the

Confederate Colonies. The Americans from politicians are becoming soldiers, and

however problematical it once was, there can be no doubt now of their intention

to persevere to great extremity, unless they are called back by some liberal

and conciliatory assurances." 




Tryon

was privately informed by General Montgomery that measures were being matured

by Congress for his arrest and imprisonment, and after suffering much

uneasiness and mortification, he retired, on the 30th of October, to the ship

Duchess of Gordon, under protection of the guns of the Asia in the harbor. 




John

Morin Scott wrote to Richard Varick on the 15th of November following: — 




"

Every office shut up almost, but Sam Jones's who will work for 6 a day &

live accordingly — All Business stagnated, the City half deserted for fear of a

Bombardment — a new Congress elected — Those for New York you will see by the

papers are changed for the better — All staunch Whigs now. How it is with the

Convention I know not. We have [not rec' d ] Returns. Yesterday the new

Congress was to meet but I believe they did not make a house. My Doctors say I

must not attend it nor any other Business in some Weeks; but I hope they will

be mistaken. Nothing from t'other side of the Water but a fearful looking for

of wrath. Our continental petition most probably condemned the Bulk of the

Nation (it is said ag' US) and a bloody campaign next summer. But let us be

prepared for the worst. Who can prize life without Liberty? It is a Bauble only

fit to be thrown away." 




The

limit of the first New York Congress having expired, an election took place at

the usual time in the autumn; the second Congress, chosen for six months, was

to have met November 14, but a quorum was not present until December 6. There

has ever been in the public mind a very natural confusion concerning the

committees and congresses of New York in this exciting period. But the careful

reader of preceding pages will note the sequence unbroken from the birth of the

famous Fifty-one in the spring of 1774; and the gradual unfolding of the subtle

forces inherent in the community which were soon to assume majestic place and

meaning. Whenever the Provincial Congress adjourned, for however short a time,

a Committee of Safety was delegated from their own numbers to manage affairs in

the interim; therefore a responsible body representing the people was at all

times in session. No colony had acquired more dexterity in the performance of

public business than New York; and one of the strongly marked features in the

complicated machinery of the new government, which was already beginning its

movements, was the special care taken by all men in office not to wield more

power than had been distinctly delegated to them by the united voice of their

constituents. 




Isaac

Sears, so conspicuous for his zeal in the earlier New York committees, without

any particular fitness for leadership in any direction, and wholly deficient in

judgment, had removed to New Haven, where he raised a company of cavalry.

Becoming incensed with James Rivington, the editor of the New York Gazetteer

(published since 1773), for his severe strictures upon the conduct of the

Americans, he, unannounced, swooped down upon New York City with seventy-five

mounted men armed to the teeth, and destroyed Rivington's printingpress and

other apparatus, carrying off the types, which were converted into bullets. It

was a riotous proceeding, universally condemned by the citizens of the city,

and met the rank disapproval of the Committee of Safety, who declared it

unworthy of an enlightened people to attempt " to restrain the freedom of

the Press." 




With the

approach of winter, New York grew more and more cheerless. Scarcely a third of

its residents had returned to their homes. An ominous apprehension of calamity

hung over the city. Governor Tryon was visited by his counselors from time to

time on the Duchess of Gordon, but they were impotent to exercise the powers

conferred upon them by the king of England even in the smallest particidars.

Help was daily expected, and they smiled among themselves as they contemplated

the easy conquest of the metropolis with the arrival of Britain's army. Why it

should be so long in coming was a problem. 




One

glance across the water, and we shall see that Barrington's estimate of

England's military strength was correct. When the tidings of the battle of

Bunker Hill were discussed at Whitehall the lords were startled by the loss of

so many officers; the king remarked, with arrogant composure, that he would

have twenty thousand soldiers in America before spring. Barrington suggested to

the Secretary of State that no such number could be raised. George III. at once

made efforts to secure troops from the continent of Europe, sending agents to

Hanover, Holland, Germany, and Russia. The astute Vergennes could hardly convince

himself that England's statesman would miss the means, so apparent to him, of

pacifying America, although he unhesitatingly pronounced George III. the most

obstinate king alive, and as weak as Charles I. But he was forced to give up

his doubts when he read the king's proclamation against the Colonies, which

reached America in November. The Empress of Russia returned a sarcastic

negative answer when invited to ship twenty thousand men across the Atlantic to

serve under British command; and the king was obliged to turn for aid to the

smaller princes of Germany. 




While

England was quivering from center to circumference with the heat of the

discussions over the injudicious and apparently impracticable schemes of her

monarch, which half the kingdom believed fraught with disgrace, Washington,

acting under a promiscuous executive, was making a herculean endeavor to

organize a regular army and a military system from the disconnected material

around Boston. Erelong it was discovered that Carleton, the British governor of

Canada, was enlisting the French peasantry in an expedition to recover

Ticonderoga, and also instigating the northern savages to take up the hatchet

against New York and New England. These movements decided the Continental

Congress to occupy that Province as an act of self-defense. The command of the

perilous enterprise was assigned to the two New York generals, Schuyler and

Montgomery. 




Philip

Schuyler was forty-two years of age when he thus appeared conspicuously before

the world. He was born to opulence, inherited the masterly traits of an

ancestry which for three generations had been foremost in promoting the welfare

and development of New York, was a natural as well as a trained mathematician,

was familiar with military engineering, having served in an important

department of the army during the French War, was well versed in finance and

political economy, and was a thorough scholar in the French language; he was

personally proud, self-poised, high-spirited, impatient of undeserved criticism,

but superior to envy of any description, and one of the most unpretentious and

generous of men. His mother was the beautiful Cornelia Van Cortlandt, a lady of

great force of character, the youngest daughter of Hon. Stephanus Van Cortlandt

and Gertrude Schuyler, so interesting from their political consequence and

social consideration in an earlier decade of our history. He had been one of

the most earnest advocates of liberty in the New York Assembly; his

well-balanced mind had acted a faithful part in the Continental Congress, and

in the later councils of the Province; and from the first he liberally pledged

his own personal credit for the public wants. He repaired at once to his

charming home on the banks of the Upper Hudson, a great, elegant, old-fashioned

family mansion, half hidden among ancestral trees, and surrounded by gardens,

fruit-orchards, and broad, highly cultivated acres, and after a brief visit

turned his face warward. At Ticonderoga his duty was the same as that of

Washington at Cambridge, — the raising, organizing, equipping, provisioning,

and paying of men from an uncertain and scarcely founded treasury; and the

obstacles and the dangers were much greater, from his proximity to the hostile

element hovering about Johnson Hall, and the totally unprotected condition of

the region of the Hudson; and the New England soldiers at the post, as well as

those that came afterwards, were volunteers mostly from the farms,

undisciplined, and holding themselves on an equality with the subordinate

officers, and quite as much inclined to dictate as to obey. 




Richard

Montgomery, from the old Scotch-Irish nobility, born at Conway House, near

Raphoe, Ireland, was a laureled warrior, although hut thirty-eight years of

age. He entered the English army while quite young, and distinguished himself

with Wolfe in the brilliant conquests of the French War. He was an intimate

friend of Barrel and well known personally to Edmund Burke, Fox, and other

English statesmen, and he had stood shoulder to shoulder with the colonists in

five important military campaigns. He had retired from the service and some

time since taken up his abode in New York, purchasing a large property on the

Hudson. He married Janet Livingston, daughter of Judge Robert B. Livingston —

who was accustomed to say that if American liberty failed to be maintained, he

would remove with his family to Switzerland, as the only free country in the

world — and sister of the future chancellor, then one of the important members

of the Continental Congress. It was this lady's great-grandfather, Robert

Livingston, who figured so prominently for half a century in the public affairs

of New York, and her grandfather, Robert Livingston, who prophesied for years

the coming conflict with England, and on his deathbed, in 1775, at the age of

eighty-seven, watching with keen interest the results of the battle of Bunker

Hill, confidently predicted America's independence; and in her veins also

coursed the republican blood of the Schuylers and Beekmans. From a domestic

circle which had for its inheritance an infusion of lofty sentiment in harmony

with the appeals for justice from a Parliamentary minority of the choicest and

greatest of the realm of England, Montgomery had been summoned to represent

Duchess County in the New York Congress. His great moral and intellectual

qualities instantly found recognition His sound judgment was valued as it

deserved, and his promptness in action and decision of character inspired

heroic confidence. 




He was

regarded with pride and affection as, bidding adieu to his lovely home and

recently wedded joys, he turned his face toward the uninviting northern

frontiers. His figure even now stands out through the mists of a century in

living colors, — tall, of fine military presence, of graceful address, with a.

bright magnetic face, winning manners, and the bearing of a prince. His wife

accompanied him to Saratoga, where they parted — forever. 




Events

soon proved the wisdom of attempting the conquest of Canada as a safeguard

against Indian hostilities, and preparations were pushed with vigor. Schuyler,

who knew all the country and its inhabitants, civilized and savage, went to

Albany to use his influence with some of the warriors of the Six Nations there

assembled; but a dispatch from Washington hurried him again to Ticonderoga. He

found Montgomery, who had also caught the warning note from the

commander-in-chief, already en route over Lake Champlain. Schuyler was stricken

down with a bilious fever, which did not, however, prevent his journeying three

days in a covered bateau, overtaking Montgomery and party. But his illness

became so serious that he was compelled to relinquish the chief command to

Montgomery and return to Ticonderoga. 




The

details of this expedition are among the most remarkable and romantic of the

Revolutionary contest. The way bristled with difficulties, roads and bridges

were among the modern conveniences of the future, the munitions of war were

insufficient, food was scarce and of the poorest quality, and the common troops

were Ml of the inquisitiveness and self-direction of civil life. Montgomery was

much better able to manage the New York than the New England soldiers, as his

authority depended chiefly upon his personal influence and powers of

persuasion; of the latter he said, " They are the worst stuff imaginable

for fighting; there is so much equality among them that the privates are all

generals, but not soldiers." And yet with a force of one thousand men

Montgomery captured the fort at Chamblee and the post of St. John's, proceeded

to Montreal, and leaving General Wooster in command of that town, led his

gallant little army to the very walls of Quebec. 




During

his triumphal progress Benedict Arnold, with rare boldness and persistence,

conducted a detachment of Washington's army through a trackless wilderness of

nearly three hundred miles, where for thirty-two days they saw no trace of the

presence of human beings. Their provisions fell short towards the last, so that

it is said some of the men ate their dogs, cartouch-boxes, breeches, and shoes.

They appeared, after losing about half their number, at Point Levi, opposite

Quebec; an apparition which so startled the Canadians that, had boats been

obtainable, it is more than probable that Quebec would have capitulated at the

first demand without a struggle. Aaron Burr, a mere stripling, was of this

party, and was chosen by Arnold to communicate his presence to Montgomery, one

hundred and twenty miles distant, in Montreal. In the garb of a priest, and

making use of his Latin and French, Burr obtained a trusty guide and one of the

rude wagons of the country, and from one religious family to another was

conveyed in safety to his destination. Montgomery was so charmed with his

successful daring, that he at once made him his aide-de-camp, with the rank of

captain. 




It was

on the 3d of December that Montgomery made a junction with Arnold, and soon

decided to carry Quebec by storm. His reasons were twofold: he was unprovided

with the means for a siege, and the term of the enlistment of the greater portion

of his troops would expire with the year. Whatever was done must be

concentrated within the month of December. 




It was

on the 30th, while but a few more hours of the old year remained, that the

order was given. The principal attacks were conducted by Montgomery and Arnold

in person. Colonel James Livingston, a New-Yorker who had for some time lived

in Canada, was at the head of a regiment of Canadian auxiliaries which he had

himself raised, and was sent, with his command, to St. John's Gate to distract attention,

while another party under Brown was to feign a movement on Cape Diamond.

Arnold, leading twice as many men as Montgomery, reached the Palace Gate, where

in the first fierce encounter he was disabled by a wound in the leg and carried

from the field. Captain Lamb, with his New York artillery, fought in this

division, Lamb himself being wounded and taken prisoner. Montgomery reserved

for his own party New York men, and in the blackness of the night, and through

a blinding storm of wind, snow, and hail, led them, Indian file, to Wolfe's

Cove, from which they were seen in full march at early dawn. And ever by the

side of the princely commander was the diminutive and boyish Aaron Burr. They

passed the first barrier, and were about to storm the second, when within fifty

yards of the cannon, Montgomery exclaimed, " Men of New York, you will not

fear to follow where your general leads; push on, brave boys, Quebec is ours!

" and almost instantly fell. And with his life the soul of the expedition departed.






Foes and

friends alike paid a tribute to his worth. Barre wept profusely when he heard

of his death. Burke proclaimed him a hero who in one campaign had conquered two

thirds of Canada. " Curse on his virtues," said North; " they

've undone his country! " Governor Carleton, with all his officers, civil

and military, in Quebec, buried him with the honors of war. Congress passed

resolutions of sorrow and grateful remembrance; and all America was in tears. 




Quebec,

the strongest fortified city in America, with a garrison of twice the number of

the besiegers, was not conquered, but the heroic endeavor created an impression

throughout the world that America was in earnest. 




 


















 




CHAPTER II. 1776. January July. THE

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.




 




THE

opening of the year 1776, one of the most romantic and remarkable years for its

sequence of civil wonders in the history of the world, was depressing in the

extreme. The social observances of New Year's day in New York City for the

first time in a century and a half were omitted, save in a few isolated cases

where the ladies of the household welcomed family friends without ceremony. A

storm of wind, sleet, and rain terminated towards evening in a light fall of

snow. The streets were deserted, and the portentous clouds seemed to close

about the very roofs and chimneys. The mind of the people was strained and

apprehensive, the more so because of the undefined nature of the new life upon

which they were entering. There was nothing fictitious or deceptive in the

freshly awakened impulses and activities, but the step from the past into the

untried future was creative of the most extraordinary sensations. 




Clinton

was confidently expected from Boston. The metropolis was barren of defenses.

The Bay of New York was already controlled by the British men-of-war; also the

East River, and the Hudson River below the Highlands. And neither Long Island

nor Staten Island could prevent the landing of British troops upon their soil.

The possession of Long Island was virtually the command of Manhattan Island. 




The

proceedings of the New York Congress were with closed doors; none but members,

all of whom were pledged to secrecy, were permitted to take copies of the

minutes. The intention was to publish at the close of each session such of the

acts as were not voted by the counties to be of a secret or unimportant nature,

but the journal was not printed until 1842. In the gathering together of war

materials this body was industrious from the first. They advised Washington

from time to time of things taken from the king's stores, as, for instance: 




"

In a private room in the lower barracks some twenty cart-loads of soldiers'

sheets, blankets, shirts, and a box of fine lint; in John Gilbert's store ten

hogsheads of empty cartridges, and some twenty-four-pounders; in a private room

in upper barracks near Liberty Pole about six cart-loads of different kinds of

medicines; and in Isaac Sears' old store one hundred and thirty boxes of tallow

candles, and a lot of soldiers' sheets and blankets." 




And they

were frequently under orders from the Continental Congress to procure flour and

other necessaries " in the most private manner possible " for the

various divisions of the army. 




In New

Jersey a self-organized government acted, as in New York, side by side with

that of the king during the greater part of 1775. Governor Franklin, who had

for a dozen years been useful and honored as an executive, sympathized with the

power which had given and could take away his means of living. In September he

suspended Lord Stirling from his Council for having accepted a military

appointment under the Continental Congress. He prorogued the Legislature which

convened December 6, until January 3, 1776, and it never reassembled; thus

terminated the Provincial Legislature of New Jersey. He wrote to Dartmouth: — 




"

My situation is indeed particular and not a little difficult, having no more

than one among the principal officers of government to whom I can, even now,

speak confidently on public affairs." 




This

communication was intercepted January 6, by Lord Stirling, which resulted in a

guard being placed at the gate of his residence to prevent his escape from the

province; and his subsequent arrest and imprisonment. 




Dr.

Franklin felt most keenly the defection of his son. It was a strange

coincidence that William Temple Franklin, the only son of Governor Franklin,

adhering to the cause of America, should also have been lost to his father. 




Family

histories disclose many painful characteristics of the great struggle. Fathers

and mothers were doomed to see their children at open variance. Wives beheld in

agony their husbands armed with weapons that were to be used against their own

blood. Friends, between whom no shadow of dissension had ever existed, ranged

themselves under different banners. New Jersey, with less of foreign commerce

and inland traffic to employ her youth than many of the other Colonies, had

courted government offices and the naval and military service of England. Ever

since the time of the original Lords Proprietors, many of her sons had been

educated in Europe, involving associations which often resulted in marriages

into foreign families; while similar unions had occurred between the officers

of the royal regiments sent to America and the daughters of New Jersey. Thus,

independent of pecuniary considerations and conscientious adherence to the

oaths of office and dependence, personal and domestic happiness were

jeopardized on every hand. The wonder is, not that so many valuable men became

distinguished as Tories, but that their number should have been so far exceeded

by the resolute spirits pushed to the front by the concussion of ethereal

forces. 




The

impending invasion of New York City caused its inhabitants to seek asylums in

the country in every direction, particularly in New Jersey, which aroused the

New Jersey Congress into the passing of an ordinance to repress the influx,

" it being unknown upon what principles such removals were occasioned,"

— whether to escape ministerial oppression or the resentment of an injured

community, — and all persons coming from New York with the design of residing

in New Jersey were required to produce a permit from the committee of their

precinct; in case of refusal, to be themselves returned immediately from whence

they came. The whole power of the Province of New Jersey was exercised by this

self-constituted body, which assumed control over its funds and directed its

physical energies. 




The

animosity which burst into a blaze between those for and against kingly rule

was of the most serious character. Language was ransacked for forms of speech

with which to express the abhorrence each felt for the other. The old saying

became current, " though we are commanded to forgive our enemies, we are

nowhere commanded to forgive our friends." 




Every

week brought news which intensified the bitterness. The rumor that general

orders had been issued by the British Ministry to burn all the seaport towns of

America (though without foundation) was believed by thousands; and, as if in

confirmation of the startling story, Norfolk, the best town in Virginia, the

oldest and most loyal colony of England, was burned and laid waste by Lord

Dunmore, the Royal governor who had been driven from that province. This

following in the immediate wake of the wanton bombardment and burning of

Portland, Maine, by a British man-of-war, lashed the American heart into a fury

of antipathy which it required two entire generations to eradicate. " I

can no longer join in the petitions of our worthy pastor for

reconciliation," wrote Mrs. Adams, the most gifted woman of the period.

Franklin, returning from Cambridge, where he had been sent on an important

mission to Washington, appeared before Congress in a stern mood. He had

recently written to Dr. Priestley that humorous summing of the grand result of

the first campaign which was a standing paragraph in the newspapers for years:

" Britain, at the expense of three millions, has killed one hundred and

fifty Yankees this campaign, which is twenty thousand pounds a head, and at

Bunker Hill she gained a mile of ground, half of which she lost again by taking

post on Ploughed Hill. During the same time sixty thousand children have been

born in America. From these data Dr. Price's mathematical head will easily

calculate the time and expense necessary to kill us all, and conquer our whole

territory." But it was a long time before Franklin could pen any more

jokes upon the war. He was fully prepared now to go to all lengths in

opposition to England. 




The New

York Congress appealed to the Continental Congress for a military force to

disarm every man on Long Island who voted adversely to their existence as a

body, and a committee consisting of William Livingston, John Jay, and Samuel

Adams reported promptly and favorably. Full authority was invested in the New

York Congress to direct and control the troops employed in this delicate

service, which was assigned to Jerseymen under Colonel (afterwards General)

Nathaniel Heard, assisted by Lord Stirling's battalion, and which was

accomplished before the end of January. 




Meanwhile

a little pamphlet of thirty pages, penned by a literary adventurer unknown to

fame, who had been but a year in this country, and entitled " Common Sense

" by Dr. Rush of Philadelphia, electrified the whole continent. Thomas

Paine had the genius to condense into vivid expression the political doctrines

of George Fox, William Penn, Turgot, Adam Smith, Franklin, and Jefferson, and

the press of Pennsylvania placed it before the people. It was a startling

success. 




It fell

into everybody's hands. Edition after edition was sold. It is not dull reading

even now. Of the grave point at issue it said: — 




"

The sun never shone on a cause of greater worth. 'T is not the affair of a

city, a country, a province, or a kingdom, but of a continent, of at least one

eighth part of the habitable globe. 'T is not the concern of a day, a year, an

age; posterity are virtually involved in it even to the end of time." 




Its

reasoning was that Europe and not England was the parent country of America.

This idea struck deep into the heart of New York, where the majority of the

inhabitants were not of English descent. Its claim was that the continent could

not reap a single advantage by connection with Great Britain; that its business

could not be managed with any degree of convenience by a power so distant, and

so very ignorant of its geography and resources. 




"

There is something absurd in supposing a continent to be perpetually governed

by an island; in no instance hath nature made the satellite larger than the

primary planet." 




During

the same memorable month of January General Schuyler performed a service for

the country, without bloodshed, which was of the first importance in its bearing

upon coming events. New York, the central and all-important link in the

confederacy, contained an element of savage power which occasioned the utmost

solicitude. Arms and ammunition were said to be concealed in Tryon County, and

it was well understood that Sir John Johnson had fortified Johnson Hall, and

gathered about him his Scotch Highland tenants and Indian allies, intending to

carry fire and sword along the valley of the Mohawk. While Schuyler was

deploring the condition of the army in Canada, and entreating for three

thousand men to reinforce Arnold at Quebec, the Continental Congress, acting

from the advice of the New York Congress, ordered him to take measures for

disarming these hostile forces in the interior of New York. He forthwith hastened

from Albany at the head of a body of soldiers, defying the wintry storms and

deep drifts of snow, and joined by Colonel Herkimer with the militia of Tryon

County, marched over the frozen bosom of the Mohawk River and suddenly appeared

before Sir John's stronghold on the 19th of January. Resistance was hopeless,

and Sir John capitulated, surrendering all weapons of war and military stores

in his possession, and giving his parole not to take up arms against America.

On these conditions he was granted a permit to go as far westward in Tryon

County as the German Flats and Kingsland districts, and to every part of the

colony southward and eastward of these districts; provided he did not go into

any seaport town. On the following day, all things being adjusted, Schuyler

with his troops in line, and his officers and men instructed to preserve

respectful silence, conducted the surrender with gentlemanly regard to the

feelings of Sir John and his Scottish adherents; Sir John himself was allowed

to retain a few favorite family side-arms, making a list of them. The whole

party marched to the front, grounded their arms, and were dismissed with timely

advice as to their conduct towards America. For his discreet management of the

whole affair, Schuyler was warmly applauded by Congress, and congratulated by

Washington. 




It is

impossible to regard the wise and effective movements of New York at this

critical juncture but with admiration. The adverse influences within her own

territory were being overcome gradually, but with a high hand. Governor Tryon,

castled on a British ship in the harbor, was keeping up a suspicious

intercourse with the citizens, and the commercial classes had little faith in

the success of what was termed the "rebellion." Everybody suspected

everybody; even the strongest assurances of attachment to either side in the

controversy were often doubted. The scholarly training of the men who were

conspicuous in the New York Congress is apparent through their intolerance of

injustice in any form. They were hopeful amid the network of difficulties which

surrounded them, and displayed a breadth of vision which the rash and

narrow-minded had not the ability to perceive. They empowered county committees

in every part of the province to apprehend all persons notoriously disaffected,

and by judicious examinations ascertain if they were guilty of any hostile act

or machination. Imprisonment or banishment was the penalty. Committees thus

appointed could call upon the militia at any moment to aid them in the

discharge of their functions. 




Isaac

Sears, for his meddling propensities and unjustifiable and riotous conduct, had

been completely dropped out of the New York councils, and soured with chagrin

proceeded to the camp at Cambridge, where he industriously labored to convince

the generals of the army that New York was a " nest of tories," and

in imminent danger from them. He so misrepresented the chief men in the popular

movement that many of the New Englanders regarded New York as but a step

removed from monarchical alliance. He obtained the ear of General Charles Lee,

a highly cultivated production of European warfare, who, having lost the favor

of the British ministry and all chance of promotion, been distinguished in the

battles of Poland, and led a restless life generally, had taken up his abode in

Virginia, and espoused the American cause. Prior to his appointment by Congress

as major-general he had been intimate with Horatio Gates, and a frequent

visitor at Mount Vernon; he was whimsical, careless and slovenly in person and

dress, — for although he had associated with kings and princes he had also

campaigned with the Mohawks and Cossacks, — and was always attended by a legion

of dogs that shared his affections with his horses, and took their seats by him

at table. " I must have some object to embrace," he said,

misanthropically. " When I can be convinced that men are as worthy as

dogs, I shall transfer my benevolence, and become as stanch a philanthropist as

the cantling Addison affected to be." He was a general fault-finder with

those in authority, and catching the notion from Sears, applied at once to

Washington for an order to proceed to New York " and expel the

Tories." 




Washington

had not yet been apprised of the vigorous measures adopted by New York, and

yielded to what seemed a necessity. He charged Lee to communicate with and act

in concert with the New York Congress, and himself wrote asking their

co-operation. A military force would have been gladly welcomed had it been in

command of an officer who respected civil authority; but when the tidings

reached the metropolis that Lee, with Sears as his adjutant-general, was

advancing at the head of fifteen hundred Connecticut men, without so much as

intimating his design, the New York authorities were filled with just indignation.

Washington scrupulously respected the civil government of each Colony as well

as of congresses. Lee scoffed at it all. The Committee of Safety sent a

messenger to Stamford to ask Lee that the troops of Connecticut might not pass

the border until the purpose of their coming should be explained, arguing that

it was impolitic to provoke hostilities from the ships of war until the city

was in a better condition of defense. 




Lee

wrote to Washington making a jest of the letters received, calling them "

woefully hysterical "; and he was careful not to soothe New York in his

reply. The Committee immediately wrote to the Continental Congress, who

dispatched a special committee at once to harmonize matters. Lee entered New

York, February 4, on a litter, having been attacked with the gout while

travelling over the rough winter roads of Connecticut, and was irritable,

arrogant, and unreasonable. He conveyed the impression that his office was to

conquer New York rather than offer the city protection from a foreign foe It

was a cold stormy Sunday, and by a singular coincidence, Sir Henry Clinton's

squadron, which had recently sailed mysteriously from Boston, appeared in the

harbor about the same hour. 




Two

hostile forces thus facing each other over her bulwarks threw the city into

convulsions; it was supposed the crisis had come, and that the streets of the

metropolis would shortly be deluged with blood. Citizens fled in wild dismay.

Every wagon and cart that could be found was employed in transporting valuable

effects into the country; boats were swiftly laden, and men, women, and

children ran through the streets with white, scared faces. "Whole families

made their escape as best they could, taking little or much with them as the

circumstances allowed. The weather was so severe that travel in every direction

was attended with peculiar peril and distress. The rich knew not where to go,

and the poor, thrown upon the charity of interior towns, suffered from a

complication of ills. The floating cakes of ice in the rivers compelled the

Asia and other war vessels to hug the wharves, which added greatly to the

terror and confusion. Never had New York seen a time of such agonized alarm,

such a breaking up of homes, or such a series of business misfortunes. Hundreds

of men were suddenly deprived of the means of supporting their families. Garish

Harsin wrote to Mr. William Radcliff, concerning a rumor that fifteen sail were

in the lower bay; and said that for four days, although nothing material

happened, the people scattered as fast as possible. He also said new life was

given to the moving, " as if it was the Last Day," on the 7th and 8th

by the arrival of Lord Stirling with one thousand men from New Jersey, and the

anchoring of another British ship in full view of the city. 




General

Lee aspired to supreme military power, and was charmed with the opportunity of

exercising a separate command from his chief; he grew amiable as the danger

increased, and patronizingly conferred with the New York Committee of Safety in

regard to defensive measures. He went out with Lord Stirling to " view the

landscape o'er," and determine upon points where fortifications would be

desirable, after which he wrote to Washington: " What to do with the city,

I own, puzzles me. It is so encircled with deep navigable waters, that whoever

commands the sea must command the town." He told the New York Committee

that " it was impossible to make the place absolutely secure," using,

perhaps unconsciously, the precise language addressed him when remonstrated with

so earnestly against the introduction of New England soldiers into New York. 




It was

no time now to waste words. The Committee, in their anxiety to delay the

bombardment of the metropolis until their ships, sent privately for powder,

unmolested by the men-of-war, should have returned, and suitable preparations

made for decisive action, used every argument and took every precaution to

prevent the provocation of hostilities prematurely; the situation required

prudent management. No representative body of men on the continent were more

thoroughly true to the country than the New York Congress and Committee of

Safety, a statement no one will question after reading the simple and clear

record of their daily proceedings. Their policy, so much criticized by their

neighbors, was dictated by a shrewd regard for the public cause as well as

their undoubted duty to care for a defenseless city; and it proved the wisest

in the end. They bore the despicable abuse of Isaac Sears, who executed Lee's

orders with vicious ferocity; the revilings of Waterbury, who declared that

" things would never go well unless the city of New York was crushed down

by the Connecticut people "; and the inconvenience of harboring so many

troops from other States, who seemed impressed with the notion that they had

come to chastise a stiff-necked city rather than to aid in repelling an

invasion; while at the same time they were calling out the citizens to assist

in fortifying the island, who responded with wonderful alacrity, — the whole

people, men and boys of all ages, working with cheerful and untiring zeal. 




Meanwhile

Clinton sent for the Mayor, and expressed much surprise and concern at the

distress caused by his arrival; which was merely, he said, a short visit to his

friend Tryon. He professed a juvenile love for the place, said no more troops

were coming, and that he should go away as soon as possible. " If this is

but a visit to his friend Tryon," writes Lee, " it is the most

whimsical piece of civility 'I ever heard of." It was a sore trial for Lee

to be obliged to consult committees at every step, and he took not a few on his

own responsibility; one of these was to terminate the supplying of British

ships in the harbor with eatables. He wrote to Washington, February 17:"

Governor Tryon and the Asia continue between Nutten and Bedlow's Islands. It

has pleased his Excellency, in violation of his compact, to seize several

vessels from Jersey laden with flour. It has in return pleased my Excellency to

stop all provisions from the city, and cut off all intercourse with him, — a

measure which has thrown the Mayor, Council, and Tories into agonies."

Lee's course confirmed the notions of Congress in regard to his superior

military ability, and in the midst of his schemes for New York they appointed him

to the command of the newly created Department of the South. He left the city,

March 7, in the same critically caustic humor as when he came, the Committee,

and even Washington himself, falling under the lash of his disrespect. Reaching

Virginia, he wrote to Washington that the members of the Congress of New York

were " angels of decision when compared with the Committee of Safety

assembled at Williamsburg." he wrote furthermore in regard to the

situation of affairs, which illustrates forcibly the difficulties encountered

in every part of America during this period of suspense: " I am like a dog

in a dancing-school; I know not where to turn myself, where to fix myself. The

circumstances of the country intersected with navigable rivers, the uncertainty

of the enemy's designs and motions, who can fly in an instant to any spot they

choose with their canvas wings, throw me, or would throw Julius Caesar, into

this inevitable dilemma; I may possibly be in the North, when, as Richard says,

I should serve my sovereign in the West. I can only act from surmise, and have

a very good chance of surmising wrong." 




Lee's

predictions that New York would go " into hysterics " at his

departure were not realized. Lord Stirling remained in temporary command, and

pushed the defenses of the city already projected as rapidly as resources

permitted. He was an energetic and conspicuous officer, and with family

interests and connections on every side, was stimulated to the utmost effort. A

letter written on the 12th furnishes a faint glimmer of light as to what was

going on in the way of preparation aside from earthworks and the sinking of

batteries into cellars: — 




"At

New York we have, a founder who has already cast 14 or 15 excellent brass field

pieces. We have a foundry for iron ordnance, from 24-pounders to swivels. As to

iron shot, we have plenty, and, on a pinch, could supply the whole world; and

as for small arms, we are not at the least loss, except for the locks, in which

branch there will soon be a great number of hands employed. The means made use

of to introduce the manufacture of saltpeter has met with the desired success;

so that the women make it in various parts of the country. From the various

accounts, we shall by midsummer have 30 or 40 tons, or more, of our own manufacture.

In one manufactory they make 50 cwt. per week. At Newbury in New England they

make at least 100 lbs. per day. In short, it is now as easy to make saltpeter

as it is to make soft soap. As to brimstone and lead, the bowels of our country

produce more than sufficient for a war of 1000 years. In a short time we shall

have at least thirty ships of war, from thirty-eight guns downwards, besides

(if the ministry carry on their piratical war) a great number of privateers.

When you return you will be surprised to see what the mother of invention has

done for us …. I wish I could convey to you a small idea of the ardor which

inflames our young men, who turn out with more alacrity on the least alarm than

they would to a ball." 




On the

14th Washington wrote to Stirling that the enemy appeared to be on the eve of

evacuating Boston, and he presumed their destination was New York. Stirling

immediately sent urgent appeals for troops in every direction. Colonel Samuel

Drake was already here with minutemen from Westchester County, and Colonel

Swartwout and Colonel Van Ness each with a command from Duchess County. He

ordered over the Third New Jersey Regiment, and wrote to six of the nearest

counties of that State for three hundred men each; while Congress sent forward five

or six Pennsylvania regiments. The Connecticut men were impatient to return

home to attend to their spring farming, but many of them were induced to remain

two weeks beyond their term of enlistment under Waterbury and Ward, until

Governor Trumbull could supply their places with troops commanded by Silliman

and Talcott. In case of an alarm, they were to parade immediately at the

Battery, on the Common, and in front of Trinity Church. On Long Island a guard

was posted at the Narrows and another at Rockaway, to report the approach of

ships, and the Sandy Hook Light was dismantled. In the city cannon were mounted

in the batteries as fast as completed; and all the male inhabitants, black and

white, worked by order of the Committee on the fortifications, the blacks every

day, the whites every other day. F. Rhinelander wrote to a friend: " To

see the vast number of houses shut up, one would think the city almost

evacuated. Women and children are scarcely to be seen in the sheets. Troops are

daily coming in; they break open and quarter themselves in any houses they find

shut up. Necessity knows no law." 




With the

first April sunshine came General Israel Putnam, the redoubtable hero of Indian

and French adventure in the old Colonial wars, having been sent forward by

Washington to command New York until his own arrival. He took up his abode in

the Kennedy mansion, No. 1 Broadway, which had been vacated by the family, now

in New Jersey. Some of his officers quartered themselves temporarily in the

Watts mansion adjoining, the former city residence of the notable counselor. An

authentic incident is related of the manner in which Hon. John Watts, Sen.,

left the country. Some of his letters had been intercepted on their way to

England, and read at a New York coffee-house, before a crowd of excited people,

who became infuriated on the instant and surged about his dwelling, threatening

violence and destruction. Judge Robert E. Livingston (the father of the

Chancellor), who lived just above, on Broadway, was returning from court,

dressed in his scarlet robes, and seeing the danger to his friend, — for

however opposed politically, the two great leaders of opposing principles were

at heart warmly attached to each other, — he mounted the steps of the Watts

mansion at the peril of his life, and waved his hand to the angry multitude,

commanding silence; he was gifted in oratory, and held the crowd spell-bound

with his eloquence, taking the opportunity unseen to whisper directions for

hiding Watts in a back building; and continued to speak until the rescue was

complete, when he was escorted by the rioters to his own door with many cheers.

That night Counselor Watts retired on board a man-of-war and shortly sailed for

Europe. Before his departure, however, he clasped Judge Livingston in his arms,

exclaiming, with passionate warmth, " God Almighty bless you, Robert; I do

not believe you have an enemy in the world." Mrs. Watts accompanied her

husband, but died two months after her arrival in Europe; and the death of

Watts himself was announced from Wales within a brief period. Judge

Livingston's own death was recorded shortly after the scene above described. 




Rigorous

military rule was established over the city; soldiers and inhabitants were all

subjected to strict discipline. Nobody was permitted to pass a sentry without

the countersign, furnished on application to a brigade major; and any person

caught in the act of holding communication with the ships in the bay was

treated as an enemy. The work of entrenching went on with spirit. The batteries

planned for both sides of the East River were intended to secure safe transit

between Long Island and New York; there was one sunk in a cellar on Coenties

Slip, near foot of Wall Street; Waterbury's Battery was located at the foot of

Catherine Street, where the river was narrowest; another battery on the Rutgers

lower hill; forts were being erected on Jones', Bayard's, and Lispenard's

hills, north of the town, to cover the approach by land in that direction; and

still another at the foot of East Eighty-eighth Street to blockade the passage

at Hell Gate. That part of Fort George which faced Broadway was dismantled to

prevent its being converted into a citadel; and batteries were projected along

the west side of the island at various points, although it was agreed that the

Hudson was so extremely wide and deep that all attempts to obstruct the passage

of ships would be fruitless; works of considerable strength were in progress at

Kingsbridge. The map of New York Island, on the following page, has been

compiled from authentic sources with direct reference to the convenience of the

reader in tracing the course of events and armies during this rarely

interesting period of American history. It serves also with its truthful lines

to illustrate the wonderful growth of New York City in a century. 
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During

the month of March, while George III. was exulting over the acquisition of

twenty thousand German soldiers, and Joseph Brant, a Mohawk sachem, was

standing among the courtiers at Whitehall, promising assistance from the Six

Nations to chastise those " bad children, the New England people,"

and the ministry were strengthening their impetuous arrogance with the near

prospect of victory, Washington, through a series of skillful maneuvers, in

which he hazarded comparatively nothing, was actually putting the British army

to flight from the city of Boston. Never before was so important a result

obtained at so small a cost of human life. 




Howe's

orders for the instant evacuation of Boston fell upon the inhabitants who had

rallied round the standard of the king like a bolt of thunder from a clear sky.

They had never once dreamed of such a contingency. They had regarded the gibbet

as the inevitable destination of the American patriots. Their faith was pinned

to the potency of the British arms, and they laughed at fear while under such

protection. Now they were stricken with horror and despair. The best that

England could do for their safety was to offer a crowded passage to the shores

of bleak and dismal Nova Scotia, where they must remain in exile indefinitely,

dependent on monarchical charity grudgingly doled from a pinched treasury. Many

of these loyalists, as in New York, were among the wealthiest and most upright

people of the Colony, who acted from a principle of honor in adhering to the

cause of their sovereign; others were time-servers, desperate of character, or

governed in their conduct by their confidence in the strength and success of

the crown. Their anguish in bidding adieu to homes and comforts and estates, as

they ran wildly to and fro in the dead of night, preparing for embarkation, can

easily be imagined. Eleven hundred of these " wretched beings" (so

styled by Washington in his dispatches), with eight thousand valiant troops,

were precipitately hustled on board one hundred and twenty transports, between

the hours of four and half past nine in the morning. At ten o'clock A. M. sails

were fluttering in the breeze, and the gallant forces of King George III. were

scudding from the town they had been sent to punish, leaving behind them stores

valued at £ 30,000, some two hundred and fifty pieces of cannon spiked, some

large iron sea-mortars, which they in vain attempted to burst, and one hundred

and fifty horses. Several British store-ships consigned to Boston steered

unsuspiciously into the harbor and were seized; one of these brought more than

seven times as much powder as contained in the whole American camp. The

destination of the British fleet was Halifax, but it could not be expected to

tarry long in that region of inactivity. " General Howe," wrote

Washington, " has a grand maneuver in view — or — has made an inglorious

retreat." New York was the point towards which all eyes turned, whether in

hope, apprehension, or despair, its reduction being of the first importance to

the mother country. 




Washington

marched triumphantly into Boston, meeting with a soul-stirring welcome, and

made vigorous preparations for the transfer of his army to New York; not

venturing to move, however, until the hostile fleet had actually put to sea

from Nantasket Road, where it loitered ten days. During the last days of March

several regiments were sent forward to the metropolis; the artillery were in

motion on the 29th, journeying over the muddy highways to New London, thence to

New York by sloop. Washington left Cambridge on the 4th of April on horseback,

attended by his suite, — stopping in Providence, where he was enthusiastically

honored; in Norwich, where he was met by Governor Trumbull of Connecticut; in

New London, where he tarried long enough to hasten the embarkation of troops

awaiting his arrival; in Lyme, at the mouth of the Connecticut River, where he

spent the night with John McCurdy; and in New Haven, — reaching New York on the

13th of April. He established headquarters at the Richmond Hill House, and was

joined by Mrs. Washington and family. 




As if in

confirmation of David Hartley's prediction in the House of Commons on the last

day of February, that England in applying to foreign powers for aid was setting

an example to America which might prove disastrous to all possibility of

reconciliation, a secret congressional committee, of whom John Jay and Franklin

were conspicuous members, dispatched Silas Deane of Connecticut to France on a

mission of the utmost delicacy, that of learning how far assistance might be expected

from that nation in case the Colonies should form themselves into an

independent state. Deane was an accomplished, college-bred man, of elegant

manners and striking appearance, accustomed to a showy style of living,

equipage, and appointment, and a natural diplomat. He was chairman of the

Committee of Safety in Connecticut, and his residence in Wethersfield was the

rendezvous of nearly all the public characters of the period. William

Livingston called it " Hospitality Hall "; Lossing speaks of it as the

" Webb House." He was a member of the first Continental Congress,

taking his step-son Samuel B. Webb with him to Philadelphia as private

secretary. He was perfectly informed on American affairs, and, Congress having

already received intimation of the kindly disposition of France, he was able to

accomplish the grand result desired. He sailed in April, and reached Paris in

June. 




The

affairs of Canada were agitating the public mind at this moment also. The army

was dwindling away about Quebec, where Arnold had maintained the blockade with

an iron face since the fall of Montgomery. The intense cold, absence of

comforts of every description, scarcity of wholesome food, sickness in camp,

and the expiration of enlistments, had combined to demoralize the remnant of

troops remaining. There was no uncertainty concerning the reinforcements from

England destined for the relief of Quebec, which would arrive as soon as the

ice should break up in the St. Lawrence River. Schuyler had appealed again and

again for troops to sustain the besiegers; but Washington, with his poverty of

material for defending a continent, could do little; he had sent two companies

of artillery from Roxbury, in March, which -he knew not how to spare, — those

of Captain Eustis, and Captain Ebenezer Stevens, afterwards Lieutenant-Colonel

of Artillery, who, dragging guns through the deep snow which covered the

surface of New Hampshire, cutting their own roads and building their own rafts

and bridges, progressed slowly. Congress, finally, in alarm at the exposed

condition of Northern New York, expressed a strong desire to have four, even

ten regiments detached from the forces in and about the metropolis and sent to

Canada at once. Washington acquiesced shortly after he reached New York,

although he said, " I am at a loss to know the designs of the enemy.

Should they send the whole force under General Howe up the River St. Lawrence

to recover Canada, the troops gone and now going will be insufficient to stop

their progress; and should they send an equal force to possess this city and

secure the navigation of the Hudson River, the troops left behind will not be

sufficient to oppose them; and yet, for anything we know, they may attempt

both." Meanwhile Congress sent a commission to Canada clothed with extraordinary

power. It consisted of Dr. Franklin, Samuel Chase of Maryland, Charles Carroll

of Carrollton, and John Carroll, brother of the latter, a Catholic priest who

had been educated in France, and spoke French like a native. They were to

confer with Arnold, but their chief business was to enlist Canada into a union

with the Colonies, raise troops and issue military commissions. Equipped for

this journey of five bundled miles, they tarried in New York City several days.

" It is no more the gay, polite place it used to be esteemed, but almost a

desert," wrote the venerable priest. Lord Stirling engaged a sloop, upon

which they embarked for Albany April 2, where they were warmly welcomed by

Schuyler, and entertained in his handsome home for two days. On the 9th they

left for Saratoga, accompanied by the General and Mrs. Schuyler, and their two

beautiful black-eyed daughters, who were so full of life and vivacity that the

rough ride of thirty-two miles over muddy roads speckled with snow-drifts was

divested of half its tediousness. A week spent at Schuyler's hospitable and

well-appointed country-seat in Saratoga, and the aged philosopher (Franklin was

now a man of seventy), who had been suffering from severe indisposition, was

able to proceed. Two days and a half of wagon-transit brought them to Lake

George. Schuyler had gone before to prepare a bateau, upon which they embarked

April 19, and pushed their way to its upper end through the floating masses of

ice, sailing when they could, rowing when they must, and going ashore for their

meals. Six yoke of oxen drew their bateau on wheels across the four-mile neck

of laud which separates the two lakes, and after a delay of five days they were

afloat on Lake Champlain. They reached St. Johns in four days, and thought they

had done well. Then came another day of tiresome travel in torturing calashes,

which brought them to Montreal, where Arnold, who had been superseded by

Wooster, before Quebec, on the 18th day of April, received them with a great

body of officers and gentry, the firing of cannon, and other military honors. 




They

presently found that Canada was lost. Congress had no credit there; even the

most trifling service could not be procured without the payment of gold or

silver in advance. The army had contracted debts which were manufacturing

enemies faster than a regiment of commissioners could make friends for America.

And, shortly, the news reached Montreal that a British fleet had landed

soldiers at Quebec, who had attacked and put the little American army to flight.

Apparently nothing remained but to fortify St. Johns, conduct the routed army

to that point, and make a desperate attempt to check the southward progress of

the British into New York. 




The

indefatigable Schuyler assisted the travelers on their homeward journey down

the lakes, entertained them at his house, and, owing to the illness of

Franklin, sent his own chariot to convey them the whole distance to New York

City. It was about the middle of June when they reached Philadelphia. 




The

tidings of Canadian reverses had preceded them, spreading consternation through

the northern districts. Schuyler was accused in the most extraordinary manner.

He had never been loved by the New England people, having in all the boundary

disputes been the champion of New York in opposition to Eastern claims. Now, he

was charged with having neglected to forward supplies and reinforcements;

indeed, as the commander of the Northern department of the army, he was

declared responsible for its failures and humiliations. His magnanimity in

allowing Sir John Johnson to go at large was misconstrued into a crime;

presently insinuations were afloat that he was untrue to America, and

town-meetings were held in various places and plots concocted for his arrest

and imprisonment. These base imputations were not generally advanced or

countenanced; but Washington was addressed on the subject, as was also Governor

Trumbull and others. Washington was indignant, said it was one of the

diabolical schemes of the Tories to create distrust, and proclaimed his utmost

confidence in Schuyler's integrity. Schuyler denounced the scandal as infamous,

and demanded a court of inquiry. 




On the

19th Washington was summoned, by Congress, to Philadelphia, whither he was

accompanied by Mrs. Washington, accepting the hospitalities of John Hancock

fifteen days. There were serious divisions among the members; it was known that

commissioners from Parliament were on the water, coming with proposals of

accommodation, the engagement of German troops by England indicated unsparing

hostility, and the hazards of a protracted war were fully comprehended. The

majority, however, were for vigorous measures, and it was resolved to swell the

army in New York with thirteen thousand eight hundred militia, and institute a

flying camp of ten thousand to be stationed in New Jersey. A war-office was

established, which went into operation June 12. Among those in Congress to whom

Washington turned for counsel concerning the interior defenses of New York at

this alarming crisis, was George Clinton, whose life at the ancestral homestead

in Orange County had familiarized him with the physical and topographical

peculiarities of the region along the Hudson above the city. His brother, James

Clinton, was stationed with a considerable force in the Highlands; he had been

with Montgomery at the siege of St. Johns and the capture of Montreal, and,

even earlier, while yet a beardless boy, had taken lessons in that great

American military school, the French War, in which their father Charles Clinton

was an efficient officer under the Crown. Both brothers were men of military

genius and sound judgment. 




The

question of what to do with the Tories was discussed with much warmth during

this conference. Many had been apprehended, some disarmed, and not a few

incarcerated. To discriminate justly between those who were criminal as covert

enemies, and such as indulged in a peaceable difference of opinion, was by no

means easy. Rancorous partisans complained of the want of patriotic vigor in

the New York Congress, because of the methods used to avoid confounding the

innocent with the guilty and prevent unmerited abuse. A proposal which found

favor, however, emanated from this body, that secret committees, chosen by the

civil authority of each Colony, should act in connection with the military

leaders in subduing an element so threatening to the chances of success. John

Jay, Philip Livingston, Gouverneur Morris, Thomas Tredwell, Lewis Graham, and

Leonard Gansevoort composed the earliest " Committee on Conspiracy "

in New York under these resolves. They were all members of the Third New York

Congress, which, elected in April, assembled about the middle of May, and

continued in session until June 20. 




The

public fever was at its highest ebb during these dark days of expectant

calamity. Mischief was brewing on every hand. Schuyler discovered that Sir John

Johnson had broken his parole, and was preparing to co-operate with the British

army at the head of savage bands of warriors. Colonel Elias Dayton was sent

with a strong force to arrest him, but he escaped and took refuge among the

Indians on the borders of the lakes, accompanied by a crowd of armed tenants.

Dayton took temporary possession of Johnson Hall, seized Sir John's papers and

read them aloud in the presence of his wife, the beautiful and accomplished

daughter of the counselor, John Watts, and finally conveyed her ladyship as a

hostage to Albany. The rumor followed quickly that Sir John was actually coming

down the valley of the Mohawk prepared to lay everything waste, and Schuyler

hurriedly collected such material as he could command, in the vicinity of

Albany, to oppose the anticipated attack. 




Meanwhile

New York City was alive with conspiracies, imaginary and real. The secret

committee made out a list of suspected persons and served upon each a printed

summons to appear and give security on oath that they would have nothing to do

with any measures hostile to the union of the Colonies. Heading this formidable

list were the counselors Oliver De Lancey, Hugh Wallace, and Charles Ward

Apthorpe, who were in the habit of visiting the governor on board the Duchess

of Gordon, in the harbor, and were said to be privately offering bribes to

induce men to enlist in the service of the king. Apthorpe was a scholarly man

of fifty, of quiet habits, cultivated tastes, and social prominence, with no

special inclination to fight either for a crowned head across the water or a

crown of heads upon this side. He built the stately old mansion of the sketch,

one of the finest specimens of the domestic architecture of that period in

America, shortly before the Revolution. It stands on the corner of Ninth Avenue

and Ninety-First Street, and is known at the present time as Elm Park. Its

recessed portico, Corinthian columns, corresponding pilasters, and high-arched

doorway at the middle of the house opening into a hall wide enough for a

cotillion party, give it an aristocratic air even now, with its weight of years

and interesting associations. Apthorpe was able to satisfy the committee in regard

to his peaceable intentions. His property in New York was untouched at the

close of the war (although he had large estates in Maine and Massachusetts

which were confiscated), and he resided in his elegant Blooming-dale mansion,

exercising the generous hospitality of a courtly gentleman of wealth, until his

death in 1797. In the winter of 1789, the beauty, wealth, and fashion of New

York City gathered under this roof to witness the marriage ceremony of his

"lovely and accomplished" daughter Maria, to the distinguished Hugh

Williamson, Member of Congress from North Carolina, a bachelor of fifty years. 




The

President of the Third New York Congress was Nathaniel Woodhull, who had served

in the French War, commanding a New York regiment under General Amherst in the

final reduction of Canada in 1700. His wife was Ruth, daughter of Nicoll Floyd,

and sister of William Floyd, one of the active members of the Continental

Congress. He was fifty-four years of age, brave, generous, upright, and a

chivalrous defender of colonial rights. He was appointed a brigadier-general,

for which his military training and experience had admirably fitted him, and

with the first intimation of the landing of the British on Long Island, he

placed himself at the head of his command. In his necessary absences during the

session John Haring presided over this Congress, a tall, fine-looking,

dark-complexioned man of thirty-seven, of unblemished character, excellent

parts, and a fluent talker. His residence was in Tappan on the Hudson, in the

vicinity of which he was popular and influential, and constantly contriving

measures to circumvent the Tories. In addition to his legislative duties he was

actively employed in the purchase and manufacture of saltpeter, and in

collecting lead. In consultation with Henry Wisner months prior to this date,

the subject of the practical alleviation of the most distressing need of the

Colonies, war materials, assumed tangible form. Wisner erected three

powder-mills, one in Ulster County, placed in charge of his son Henry, and two

in Orange County, and despite innumerable obstacles, and the risks of being

blown into the air through early crude processes of manufacture, as well as the

threatened torch of the Tories, he succeeded in providing the essential, gunpowder,

in quantities largely exceeding the whole product of American enterprise in

this line of all the other Colonies combined. He was warmly encouraged in the

work by the New York Congress, and through his energetic proceedings in the

making of, not only powder, but spears, gunflints, and better roads for the

transportation of necessaries to the American army, he was roundly abused and

called an " Old Tyrant " by the Tory newspapers. Wisner was in

attendance at the Continental Congress and voted with that body for American

Independence. 




In March

a boyish-looking youngster of twenty, of small stature and self-confident

bearing, had obtained through McDougall an appointment from the New York

Congress as captain of a company of artillery. He had recently, in Columbia

College, formed an amateur corps among his fellow-students for the culture of

pyrotechnics and gunnery; and had for months been engaged in military

gymnastics, and the study of ancient works relating to politics and war. One

bright June morning, while drilling his men in a field on the outskirts of the

city (now City Hall Park), he attracted the notice of General Nathaniel Greene,

who, quick to detect any gleam of military art, invited him to his quarters,

catechized him as to his education and opportunities, and introduced him to

Washington. The youth thus brought under the special notice of the

commander-in-chief was Alexander Hamilton. 




The

month of June was one of perpetual excitement in New York. It was rumored that

the Tories were banding together for co-operation with the British army upon

its arrival, intending to blow up the magazines, spike the guns, and seize and

massacre Washington and his officers. Congress and its " Committee on

Conspiracy " knew no rest. The facts developed that persons had secretly

been enlisted and sworn to hostile acts. The lower order of liquor dealers were

in numerous instances implicated and incarcerated, as well as multitudes of

their customers. The private administration of justice kept the city in

commotion and the members of Congress on the alert to prevent riots and

disturbances therefrom. Peter Elting wrote to Captain Richard Varick, June 13:

"We had une some grand Tory rides in this city this week, and one in

particular yesterday; several of them [the Tories] were handled very roughly,

being carried through the streets on. -rails, their clothes torn from their

backs, and their bodies pretty well mingled with dust." Under the date to

which reference is made (June 12), the following minutes were entered upon the journals

of the New York Congress: — 




"

Resolved, That this Congress by no means approve of the riots that have

happened this day; they flatter themselves, however, that they have proceeded

from a real regard to liberty and a detestation of those persons who, by their

language and conduct, have discovered themselves to be inimical to the cause of

America. To urge the warm friends of liberty to decency and good order, this

Congress assures the public that effectual measures will be taken to secure the

enemies of American liberty in this colony; and do require the good people of

this city and colony to desist from all riots, and leave the offenders against

so good a cause to be dealt with by the constitutional representatives of the

colony." 




It was

shortly discovered beyond further question that Tryon, from his safe retreat on

shipboard, was working through agents on shore. Suspicion fell upon the mayor,

David Matthews, and he was accordingly seized at his residence in Flatbush,

Long Island, by order of Washington, at one o'clock on the morning of June 22,

but the most vigilant search failed to discover treasonable papers in his

possession; and nothing was subsequently proved against him except that he had

disbursed money for Tryon, who had offered a bounty to all who would engage in

the conspiracy. James Matthews, the brother of the mayor, residing at Cornwall,

Orange County, was also seized in the same manner, but he was willing to take

the oath prescribed, and gave bonds to Having, president of Congress pro tern,

to the amount of five hundred pounds sterling, to keep the peace, and was

consequently released. 




On the

same evening of Mayor Matthews' arrest, the Committee met at Scots Tavern in

Wall Street to examine ex-Mayor Whitehead Hicks, who had been summoned before

them. They desired him to show cause why he should be considered a friend to

America. He said he had shown nothing by his conduct which could be interpreted

as against his country; that he had for many years held honorable and lucrative

Crown offices, unsolicited, and that he had repeatedly sworn allegiance to the

Crown. For that reason he was not willing to take up arms for America. And as

his father and brothers and some of his near relations were strongly attached

to or absolutely engaged in the Colonial cause, he should never take up arms

against America. He said one of his servants had joined the Continental troops

as a volunteer without the least interference on his part. He was asked by the

chairman whether in his opinion the British Parliament had a right to tax

America, and replied that he should be very unwilling to be taxed by the

British Parliament. He was asked whether he thought defense by arms

justifiable, and said such a course should, in his view of the case, be the

last resort, and he had not fully examined or considered whether every other

necessary expedient had been previously used. After a series of similar

questions and answers, it was unanimously resolved to accept his parole, and a

copy was given him to sign, which he begged leave to consider for a day or two,

as he feared it might interfere with his oath of office as a judge, but

declared he had no other objection to it. He was allowed to take it away with

him, but he returned it with his signature. 




Several

others were examined on the same occasion with less agreeable results. The

Committee continued their investigations far into the night. Mayor Matthews was

arraigned before them on the 23d, and Counselor William Axtell on the 24th, who

was, however, released on parole, as was also Dr. Samuel Martin. John Willett,

of Jamaica, was compelled to give a bond of two thousand pounds sterling as a

pledge of good behavior. On the 25th a warrant was issued under the signatures

of John Jay and Gouverneur Morris, and placed in the hands of Wynant Van Zandt,

a lieutenant in Colonel Lasher's battalion, for the apprehension of Nicholas

Connery, the keeper of an inn, who had been detected in selling gunpowder to

the conspirators. By the 27th the plot was so far traced that Thomas Hickey, one

of Washington's body-guard, an Irishman who had been a deserter from the

British army, was known to have enlisted for the king, and to have used great

exertions towards corrupting his comrades. He was tried by a court-martial,

found guilty of mutiny, sedition, and treachery, and at ten o'clock, on the

morning of the 28th, hanged in a field near the Bowery, in the presence of at

least twenty thousand persons. This was the first military execution of the

Revolution. 




Its

effects were salutary, but the arduous duties of the Committee were by no means

ended. The prisons were full of persons awaiting trial, while petitions for

clemency or release poured in from every quarter in one continuous stream. Sir

"William Howe was already at Sandy Hook, having arrived on the 25th; and

he was joined by the whole British fleet and forces from Halifax on the 28th.

Philip Livingston, on the morning of the same memorable day, reached the

Continental Congress at Philadelphia, and taking his seat again in that body,

explained the peculiar and imperative necessity for his colleagues to remain at

their posts in New York while the city was in such peril; immediately following

which the draft of the Declaration of Independence was first submitted by

Jefferson. 




William

Livingston had been in December appointed a brigadier-general over the militia

of New Jersey, and on the 5th of June, while acting upon a committee of the

Continental Congress, of which he was an important member, for the

establishment of expresses to transmit intelligence between the Colonies with

more celerity, events had hurried him to Elizabeth to assume command. At this

juncture he was alive with bounding energy in the raising of troops for the

defense of the exposed borders of both New York and New Jersey. He was in daily

communication with his son-in-law, John Jay, and cognizant of all the measures

and movements of the New York Congress and " Committee on

Conspiracy." New Jersey rejoiced in a new Congress fresh from the people

with ample powers for deciding her course — a Congress which organized itself

June 11, and was opened with prayer by the great theological politician, Rev.

Dr. John Witherspoon, President of Princeton College. On the 22d a resolution

had been adopted to form a state government; two days later a committee was

appointed to draft a constitution, which was reported on the 26th, and

confirmed July 2. William Livingston was the first choice for a governor of the

new State, and, as the reader will learn in future pages, was soon transferred

to the executive chair. 




His

residence in Elizabeth, familiarly known as " Liberty Hall," was the

scene henceforward of many startling and romantic incidents. It was a shining

mark for the enemy, for no bolder or more aggravating patriot wielded pen or

power than its owner, who was styled an " arch-fiend "; and it was

pointed out to the belligerent foe from over the water as the resort of the

" formidable " John Jay, whose beautiful young wife spent much time

with her mother and sisters within its walls. Tt was here that Jay's afterwards

distinguished son, Peter Augustus Jay, was born, in January, 177G. The wonder

is, not that the British sought the destruction of the dwelling, but that it

escaped their designs unharmed. " If the British do not burn ' Liberty Hall,'

I shall think them greater rascals than ever, for I have really endeavored to

deserve this last and most luminous testimony of their inveterate malice,"

wrote Livingston to his daughter Kitty. The original structure, with its

spacious apartments, high ceilings, and narrow doors, remains intact to the

present day. The upper story of the sketch has been added, as well as

extensions to the rear of the edifice to meet the requirements of later

occupants; modern glass has taken the place of small panes in many of the

windows; and the deep fireplaces are framed with marble mantels of a recent

generation; but the innumerable little cupboards and artful contrivances in the

paneling of the walls are still cherished, the old staircase proudly bears the

cuts left by the angry Hessian soldiery when thwarted on one occasion in the

object of their visit, and the flavor and sacredness of antiquity generally is

preserved. The house stands on elevated ground some rods from the street (the

old Springfield turnpike), and retains its ancient body-guard of lofty

shade-trees. The larger tree in the foreground of the picture was planted by

Miss Susan Livingston, the elder daughter of the Governor, in 1772. Mrs.

Livingston was a handsome, animated woman, possessing many of the strong characteristics

of her notable ancestors, Philip French, Lieutenant-Governor Brockholls, and

Frederick Phillips. She took a deep interest in the country's affairs, ably

seconding her husband's scoffing ridicule of kingly threats; and their

daughters became full-fledged politicians long ere they had attained complete

physical stature. The knotty problems of the hour, and the methods and details

of solving and settling them, were discussed daily at their table. Even in the

most familiar correspondence with his children at school the subject uppermost

in Livingston's thoughts occupied the chief space. As, for instance, in a

letter to one of his boys who had written home of something which appeared in

his lessons about ghosts, he said: " Should the specter of any of the

Stuart family, or of any tyrant whatsoever, obtrude itself upon your fancy,

offer it not so much as a pipe of tobacco; but show its royal or imperial

spectrality the door, with a frank declaration that your principles will not

suffer you to keep company even with the shadow of arbitrary power." It

was in this republican family that Alexander Hamilton made his first

acquaintances upon arriving in America in 1772, a pale, delicate, blue-eyed boy

of fifteen years, from the West Indies; he brought letters to Livingston from

Dr. Hugh Knox, a clergyman who had become interested in his welfare in Santa

Cruz, where he had been placed in the counting-house of Nicholas Cruger

(formerly of New York) by his father some three years before. Through

Livingston's advice he entered the school of Francis Barber in Elizabeth, but

" Liberty Hall " was always open to him, and it was in listening to

the table-talk of its guests, among whom were the Ogdens, Stocktons, Boudinots,

and the learned Dr. Witherspoon, that he obtained his first lessons in

statesmanship. When his school year was ended he applied for admission to

Princeton, but he desired to overleap certain details in the college course

which Dr. Witherspoon esteemed incompatible with the usages of the institution,

and he was admitted to Columbia instead. 




Thus

must we penetrate occasionally beneath the surface of historical narrative into

the privacy of domestic life and behind the scenery of events, if we would

trace springs of action to their source and analyze the separate parts of the

great tide, which, swelling with its tributaries at every turn, was soon to

overleap all barriers in its flow into the sea of substantial achievement. 




Under

the hot June skies of 1776, in town and country, in the forum and in the farm-yard,

in congressional halls and in rural town-meetings, in newspapers, pamphlets,

and in conferences of committees, in the pulpit, and in social gatherings, the

question which was to decide the chief event in modern history was the

all-absorbing topic. On one point all were agreed, — independence could only be

obtained at enormous expense of life. The new political creed of the

Sovereignty of the people was the most heterodox of theories to the English

mind; the erection of an independent empire on this Continent a problem of far

greater magnitude than any which had affrighted former legislators. Nothing is

more remarkable at this juncture than the superiority in argument which the

legal debaters in America displayed over their contemporaries in England

whenever they touched upon the professional points of the controversy. The

lawyers shared with the clergy the intellectual influence of the time; they

were generally well-read and accomplished men, and not infrequently men of

letters. All their addresses to the powers beyond the seas reflected a depth of

thought and a wide acquaintance with the principles of common and international

law which astonished acute observers. John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Patrick

Henry, and a score of others who had been educated in the strictest notions of

rank and caste, were trained jurists, with clear conceptions of the rights of

mankind, and ready for the tremendous stride in human progress which was to

terminate artificial distinction and secure freedom and self-control for a

nation; the Clintons, Morrises, Livingstons, Schuyler, John Jay, James Duane,

and their associates of New York, reasoned with singular calmness and force,

standing like a bulwark of independence between the conflicting political

theories of England and America, fully prepared to dispense with the customs of

centuries, abandon entails, break down the Colonial aristocracy of which they

were a part, and create a republic in which the people should be. the only

rulers. Their wisdom exceeded the wisdom of Cromwell and his adherents, for the

monarchical principle was ostracized. Their conceptions, drawn from the only

free and republican government then existing, were so much broader than the

source from which they sprung that no rules of action could be borrowed. Their

understanding of the English law inspired them with both caution and

confidence. James Duane, in Congress at Philadelphia, pledged New York to

independence, at the same time declaring that he could not legally vote on the

question unless empowered by further instructions from his constituents.

William Floyd said he had no hope of peace through the commissioners en route

for America, and believed the only solid foundation for government was in the

consent of the people. Robert R. Livingston (afterwards Chancellor) pointed out

in clear, elegant diction the error of attempting to form alliances with

foreign nations at peace, while in such a disjointed condition. John Jay,

summoned from the higher Congress to the legislative councils of New York, advocated

implicit obedience to the popular will. With rare legal acumen he pointed out

the breakers ahead should the representatives by their acts exceed the

authority in them vested, and promptly suggested close investigation; hence a

committee was appointed for the purpose, who, after earnest consideration,

reported a serious existing " doubt " concerning the power conferred

upon this Congress in the late election as to the matter of a total dissolution

of all connection with Great Britain, and solemnly recommended a formal vote of

the whole Colony. The New York Congress, therefore, in accordance with a motion

made by John Jay (June 11), called for a new election of deputies who should be

invested with full powers for administering the government, framing a constitution

for New York, and determining for her the important question of the hour. 




There is

no more strikingly beautiful feature in the history of New York than her

honorable attitude at this moment toward her own intelligent and liberty-loving

population, and toward the country of which she was the great cardinal factor.

With menacing horrors on every hand, Canada teeming with military preparations,

savages aroused through all her wilderness frontiers, and the chief naval power

of the world in possession of her harbor, threatening her entire commerce and

chief city with ruin and desolation, and with the pressure of unmerited

accusations of cowardice and Toryism from her neighbors added to the perpetual

clamor for stringent measures by the improvident and reckless within her own

borders, she tested the public mind, giving free scope to the expression of the

latest wishes of her inhabitants, and awaited the result. The election, turning

on the pivot of independency, occurred June 19; nearly all of the former

members were returned, specially charged to vote for an absolute separation

from the Crown; but this decision could not be formally announced until the

organization of the new Congress. Therefore, on the first day of July, when the

illustrious fifty-one doubtful and divided men assembled in Carpenter's Hall,

Philadelphia, to consider the " resolution respecting independency,"

although every Colony was represented, the delegates from New York had not yet

received full power, and were excused from action. 




Meanwhile

men grew fierce and uncompromising, and were restrained with difficulty from

the committal of overt crimes. The old feud between the Presbyterians and

Episcopalians was lighted afresh and caused many incidents of a riotous

character. Rev. Dr. Auchmuty, the rector of Trinity Church, was an invalid, and

had removed for the summer to New Brunswick, New Jersey. The care of the parish

in his absence devolved upon the oldest assistant, Kev. Charles Inglis, who was

forbidden by the citizens to pray for the king and royal family; then he was

accosted and insulted wherever he went in the streets; and finally his life was

threatened if he did not desist from using the liturgy according to the text.

To officiate publicly and abstain from the mention of England's monarch in his

supplications was to violate his oath and the dictates of his conscience. His

embarrassment was very great. One Sunday morning a company of one hundred and

fifty men marched into the church with drums beating and pipes playing, and

bayonets glistening in their loaded guns. The audience were terror-stricken,

and several women fainted. It was supposed that if Mr. Inglis should read the

collects for the king and royal family he would be shot in the sacred desk. But

he went on boldly to the end, omitting no portion of the service, and although

there was restless and hostile demonstration, he escaped injury. The vestry

interfered, and compromised the matter by agreeing to close the Episcopal

churches for the present; and they were not opened again for public worship

until the city was occupied by the British. 




The

lines of demarcation between friend and foe were daily becoming more distinctly

drawn, and people were compelled to show their colors. Neutrality could not be

tolerated. Men who withheld their aid and countenance were treated as enemies.

Loyalists were pronounced traitors, and pursued with merciless rancor. In

reference to these it seemed as if the most ordinary feelings of compassion

were for the time suspended. It was unsafe to breathe a syllable against the

American cause. Men secreted in the woods, swamps, and other hiding-places,

with designs of joining the British as soon as they should land, were hunted

like wild beasts. 




An

incident illustrating the spirit of the times is told of Richard Van Wyck, one

of the judges of Dutchess County. A young farmer was dragged before him one

morning charged with assault and battery; the cause of the assault shown on

trial was the crying of "God save the king " by the person assaulted.

The judge said to the accused, " You have violated the law, and it is my

duty, as a magistrate, to fine you, and the sum shall be one penny." Then,

putting his hand in his pocket, continued, " I will pay the fine; and the

next time that man cries " God save the king," you give him a good

thrashing and I will pay you for doing it." 




Cornelius

Van Wyck, the father of Judge Richard, was an efficient member of the New York

Congress. He was a warm friend of Rev. Abraham Keteltas, in direct reference to

whom he seconded the motion of John Jay that the clergymen members of the House

be at liberty to attend at their personal convenience, their absence being

esteemed no neglect of duty. Cornelius Van Wyck resided in the house near

Fishkill, made famous by Cooper as the " Wharton House " of the Spy,

which is at present in an excellent state of preservation. Dr. Theodorus, the

elder brother of Cornelius, a man of sterling qualities, was also one of the

members of this Revolutionary Congress, and his son Theodorus, afterwards a

resident of the metropolis, served with great bravery in the Revolutionary

army. 




New York

was one of the busiest spots on the western continent just now. Men were

working night and day on the fortifications. Troops were coming in from all

quarters of the compass, in the most picturesque and greatest variety of

costumes, uniforms being as yet in the transition state. The old red coats used

in the French wars had been brought from the garrets and turned to account in

Connecticut; therefore, in juxtaposition with the tow frocks of home

manufacture worn by her volunteers, appeared every now and then a dingy

regimental of scarlet with a triangular, tarnished laced hat. Some of the Mary

landers wore green hunting-shirts with leggins to match. Troops from Delaware

came in dark blue coats with red facings. Some of the New Jersey riflemen were

in short red coats and striped trousers, others in short blue coats, old

leather breeches, light blue stockings, shoes with brass buckles, and wool hats

bound with yellow. The Pennsylvania regiments were in all the colors of the

rainbow, brown coats faced with buff, blue coats faced with red, brown coats

faced with white and studded with great pewter buttons, buckskin breeches, and

black cocked hats with white tape bindings, also blue coats faced with white;

while several companies came without any coats at all, each man with but a

single shirt, and that so small that the New-Englanders ridiculed them as

" shoddy shirts." The Virginians were in white smock-frocks

furbelowed with ruffles at the neck, elbows, and wrists, black stocks, hair in

cues, and round-topped, broad-brimmed black hats, — although a little later the

Light Dragoons were uniformed in blue coats faced with red or brown coats faced

with green. Washington's guards wore blue coats faced with buff, red

waistcoats, buckskin breeches, black felt hats bound with white tape, and

bayonet and body belts of white. Hunting-shirts — " the mortal aversion of

the red-coat " — with breeches of same cloth gaiter fashion about the

legs, were seen on every side, and being convenient garments for a campaigning

country were soon adopted by the British themselves. This was the origin of the

modern trouser, or pantaloon. 




The

picture of the variegated throng of soldiery surging into the streets of New

York for its defense will be less grotesque to the reader if viewed in

connection with one passing and final glimpse of the old capital under kingly

rule and silver shoe-buckles. Show and glitter marked the distinctions in

society. Dress was one of the signs and symbols of a gentleman; classical lore

and ruffled shirts were inseparable. It was the habit of the community to take

off its hat to the gentry; and there was no mistaking them wherever they moved.

Servants were always in livery, which in many instances was gorgeous in the

extreme. Gentlemen appeared in the streets in velvet or satin coats, with white

embroidered vests of rare beauty, smallclothes and gorgeously resplendent

buckles, their heads crowned with powdered wigs and cocked hats. A lady's

toilet was equally astounding: the court hoop was in vogue, brocaded silks of

brilliant colors, and a mountain of powdered hair surmounted with flowers or

feathers; although it is a fact worthy of remembrance that servants were

servants in those days, and never assumed to copy or excel their mistresses in

the style and costliness of their attire. The democratic hammer already

suspended over the doomed city was to subdue the taste and change the whole

aspect of the empire of fashion. 




Jealousies

arose between the troops of the different Colonies, as might have been foreseen.

One evil was so serious that the New York Congress sent Gouverneur Morris to

Philadelphia for its abatement. The New England troops were receiving higher

wages than those of New York and the Middle Colonies, which could not be

tolerated; the result of the mission was satisfactory, Congress, after much

discussion, concluding to raise the pay of the whole army to one general level.

About the middle of June the New York Congress ordered the public records of

the Colony removed to Kingston. Samuel Bayard, Jr., was the Royal Secretary of

the Province; his office had formerly been at the right of the fort gate, but

early in the spring the books and papers in his custody had been transferred to

the house of his brother, Nicholas Bayard, near the present corner of Grand

Street and Broadway, whose wife was Catherine, daughter of Peter Van Brugh

Livingston, the Treasurer of Congress, where indeed Samuel Bayard himself had

been detained a prisoner up to this time. He was ordered and requested to go to

Kingston and remain with the records, exercising the duties of his office

(under a strong guard) until further notice. Robert Benson, the Secretary of

Congress, was directed to assist and attend Bayard in the removal of the

records, and James Beekman was directed to provide a sloop and accompany him on

the passage to Fishkill, while Dirck Wyncoop, Colonel Abraham Hasbrouck, Joseph

Gasherie, and Christopher Tappan were delegated with authority to provide

accommodations for the records and the Secretary in Fishkill, also proper

guards and other securities. With less ceremony and greater secrecy, the

Treasurer and Secretary of Congress, Peter Van Brugh Livingston and Robert

Benson, conveyed its money and papers on Saturday, June 30, to White Plains,

where it was thought best for Congress to meet on Monday, July 2. On the same

Saturday, Colonel Joseph Marsh was sent to Governor Nicholas Cooke of Rhode

Island for powder in his custody belonging to New York. Jacobus Van Zandt was

chairman of a committee entrusted with the delicate and dangerous task of

bringing vessels and cargoes which had been seized from the enemy from their

anchorage in Fire Island Inlet to the city, and selling them for the public

interest. He was also, with Comfort Sands and Evert Bancker, an auditing committee

required to make correct statement to Congress of all' the cargoes of vessels

in the port, and of the amount of lead and powder in charge of the custodians,

Richard Norwood and Colonel Peter Curtenius, which they hurriedly removed in

the night from a store near the Battery to a cellar on Murray Hill. Another

committee, acting with the soldiery, transferred the cattle on the Long Island

and Jersey shores beyond the immediate reach of the enemy. Colonel John Broome

and Colonel Robert Van Rensselaer consigned several prisoners to the committee

of Kingston, with directions to procure good lodgings and board for them at

their own (the prisoners) expense, see that they carry on no correspondence or

give no intelligence whatever to their friends, and treat them with humanity.

These were chiefly British officers and their families and servants captured on

transports from Scotland. 




Washington

was in almost hourly consultation with the leading members of the New York

Congress, several of whom were already in the military service. General

Alexander McDougall was exerting every nerve to prepare his battalion of New

York men for efficient work. General John Morin Scott commanded the battalions

which represented the city distinctively; the oldest of these, under the

immediate command of Colonel John Lasher, a man of property and influence, was

composed of young men of high position, its captains being John J. Roosevelt,

Henry G. Livingston, John Berrian, Abraham Van Wyck, William A. Gilbert,

Abraham P. Lott, Samuel Tudor, William Leonard, James Alner, and James Abeel.

Andrew Stockholm, Robert Smith, Isaac Stoutenburg, and William Malcolm were

also efficient officers under Scott; Colonel Samuel Drake of Westchester, and

Colonel Cornelius Humphrey of Dutchess County, each commanded one of Scott's

regiments. All officers and men not on actual duty were drilling and flying to

their alarm-posts in order to become thoroughly acquainted with the grounds,

and all fatigue parties were directed to hold themselves ready for instant

action. 




It was

in vain to speculate concerning the point most likely to be first attacked by

the British. The redoubts and breastworks along the shore of the East River

were in a certain sense formidable, but the enemy might effect landings in any

number of places elsewhere. The Hudson River was open to them, or they could

cross from Staten Island into New Jersey, and thence nearly surround the city.

No satisfactory judgment could be formed of their intentions. 




Meanwhile

the scene was like one vast beehive. Soldiers and civilians ran hither and

thither, every man in the performance of some exacting duty. Aside from the

numerous fortifications and batteries in and around New York, on Governor's

Island, and on Long Island, barricades were thrown up on every street leading

to the water, chiefly of mahogany logs taken from West India cargoes. City Hall

Park was almost entirely enclosed; Broadway was obstructed in front of St.

Paul's Chapel; another barrier rose at the head of Vesey Street, one at the head

of Barclay, and one at the head of Murray Street. A curiously constructed

barricade stretched across Beekman Street at the Brick Church, and another was

piled up in the form of a right angle near where the Tribune building now

stands. There was a bulwark at the entrance to Center Street, another crossed

Frankfort Street, and still another near it faced Chatham Street. Thus, when

the British should gain a footing in the city, they would still have to contest

every inch of progress. A queer little fleet, commanded by Benjamin Tupper,

scoured the waters along the New Jersey and Long Island coasts to prevent

communication between the Tories and the enemy's ships. It was made up of

schooners, sloops, row-galleys, and whale-boats, and, keeping a perpetual lookout,

was no insignificant element of defense. 




was an

alderman of the Out Ward; and he associated himself with many public

enterprises for the social advancement of the city. His residence was about the

corner of Thirty-third Street and Ninth Avenue, with over one hundred and

twenty-three well-cultivated acres of land. In 1777 he was appointed Secretary

of the State, and served also as State Senator until his death. His remains

rest in Trinity churchyard. 




On the

Jersey shore the veteran warrior, Hugh Mercer, commanding the Flying Camp

stationed at Amboy, and William Livingston, at the head of the Jersey militia,

watched the movements of the enemy as they proceeded to encamp on Staten

Island, and prevented all foraging incursions into the Jerseys. 




Such was

New York's condition on the sultry Monday, July 2, when, in the language of

John Adams, " the greatest question ever debated in America, and as great

as ever was or ever will be debated among men," was agitating the mind of

Congress at Philadelphia to such intensity of enthusiasm that the members lost

all sense of the appalling dangers which threatened their entire seacoast and

chief city The push of a century was behind them. The daring men whose names

were to make the age illustrious were alive in every fiber. The incomparable

force of conflicting opinions developed hidden mental strength, and gave

expression to impalpable influences of which the air was full The immortal

state paper, the confession of faith of a rising empire, seemed charged with

electricity, and the heart of Congress "warmed and beat more swiftly as

the conviction deepened that in its adoption a bill of rights would be passed

for humanity at large, and for all coming generations without any exception

whatever. The discussion was conducted with closed doors, and ere nightfall a

vote had been taken which was to command the admiration of the world. The

following day was occupied in closely scanning the language and principles of

the document as submitted by Jefferson. On the evening of July 4 it was

formally adopted and entered on the journal of Congress. 




Thus was

the transition from vassalage to independence accomplished in the midst of the

most serious alarms. Thus a republic was inaugurated. Thus a nation was born.

The Declaration of Independence was immediately published to the world. But no

signatures were yet appended to it. On July 19 it was ordered to be engrossed

on parchment and signed; after which several days elapsed before it was

perfected. 
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