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      “The good news of the gospel is not just that Jesus died for our sins but also that he rose victoriously from the grave. In this book, Patrick Schreiner presents a convincing case that the resurrection of Christ is true, good, and beautiful. I hope this book gets a wide reading because it grounds our salvation in the reality that Jesus has conquered Satan, sin, and death. Thanks be to God.”

      J. T. English, Lead Pastor, Storyline Church, Arvada, Colorado; Associate Professor of Christian Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; author, Deep Discipleship; coauthor, You Are a Theologian

      “Patrick Schreiner’s The Hope of the Resurrection isn’t merely a defense of the historical truth of the risen Jesus—although Schreiner certainly provides that along the way. It’s also a celebration of the beauty and the goodness of the resurrection, coupled with a clear call to live in light of the resurrection. In a world where not only the truth of the faith is being challenged but also its goodness, this celebration may be the strongest defense of all.”

      Timothy Paul Jones, Chair of the Department of Apologetics, Ethics, and Philosophy, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; author, Did the Resurrection Really Happen?

      “Patrick Schreiner has given us a clear, thoughtful, and deeply encouraging book on the resurrection. He shows why Jesus’s conquering of death matters—not only because the resurrection really did happen but also because it affects believers’ lives right now. This book will strengthen your faith and renew your hope. I’m glad to recommend it!”

      Greg Gilbert, Senior Pastor, Third Avenue Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky

      “The Hope of the Resurrection is a fantastic book. Schreiner writes in an accessible and interesting manner with extensive research behind his claims. Given that the resurrection of Jesus is the heart of our faith in terms of truth and spiritual practice, I highly recommend reading and studying this book so that you can truly understand what the resurrection means for you today.”

      Sean McDowell, Professor of Apologetics, Talbot School of Theology; author, The Fate of the Apostles

      “The resurrection of Jesus isn’t just a moment in history—it’s the miracle that defines all of reality. In The Hope of the Resurrection, Patrick Schreiner beautifully reminds us that the empty tomb not only secures our eternity but also transforms our everyday life. With clarity and depth, Schreiner connects the truth of Christ’s victory over death to everything that is true, good, and beautiful in our world. This book will help you see that the resurrection is more than something we celebrate once a year—it’s the power we live in every day. I can’t recommend it enough.”

      Vance Pitman, President, Send Network; author, Unburdened and The Stressless Life

      “Most Christians have huge gaps in their understanding and appreciation of the resurrection. This book closes these gaps. By drawing on rich theology, history, mythology, and more, Patrick Schreiner increased my hope and delight in the promise of resurrection. I can’t wait to share this book with my church family.”

      Luke Simmons, Lead Pastor, Ironwood Church, Mesa, Arizona; Pastoral Coach, Faithful and Fruitful
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      To Kesid (13)

      May you know Christ and his resurrection,

      when God will wipe away every tear
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      Foreword

      The world around us is languishing for lack of hope. We feel this when we read the newspaper or scroll social media. We often feel it in our own hearts!

      The good news is that as followers of Jesus, we have the best hope imaginable: the resurrection of Jesus. We couldn’t have invented something so wonderful, so enthralling. Yet we often fail to fully appreciate the goodness, truth, and beauty of Easter morning. What makes the resurrection such a unique and powerful hope?

      Jesus’s resurrection means more than a return to life. Several biblical figures were miraculously brought back to life (Lazarus, for example)—only to die again. But Jesus rose to a new kind of life, never to die again. He now possesses “the power of an indestructible life” (Heb. 7:16).

      According to the apostle Paul, Christ’s resurrection is the “firstfruits” (1 Cor. 15:20) of our own. This is an agricultural metaphor. Essentially, it refers to the first batch from a harvest, a sign of what is to follow. This means that we can know what our resurrected bodies will one day be like by looking at what happened to Jesus on Easter morning. Moreover, God’s final redemption won’t be limited to humanity. All of creation will be caught up in it, being “set free from its bondage to corruption” (Rom. 8:21). 

      Putting 1 Corinthians 15:20 and Romans 8:21 together, we can say that Easter morning is the blueprint for God’s final redemption. What happened to Jesus’s body is a picture of what God will eventually do to this world. 

      This is a unique hope among the religions and philosophies of the world. Consider the physical nature of Jesus’s resurrection body, for example. In the resurrection accounts, Jesus’s body can be touched (Luke 24:39–40). He even eats fish to prove to the disciples that he is not a ghost (Luke 24:42–43)! 

      Most human cultures have lacked any notion of an afterlife involving physical bodies, and it was a source of mockery for the early Christians (e.g., Acts 17:32). Yet this hope provides a supreme source of happiness—it means that nothing good will be lost in the end. It is this very created world that shall be redeemed. This provides a dignity and meaning to our struggle in this fleshly life we now live. Everything matters. And even our suffering is ultimately working for God’s greater glory and our richer happiness. Since Jesus rose from the dead, we can truly believe, as Sam puts it in The Lord of the Rings, that everything sad will come untrue. 

      On top of all this, Jesus is actively at work in his own resurrection life in this intervening time between Easter and his final return. He is our risen priest, interceding for us from the throne of heaven (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25). He is our risen King, advancing his kingdom and subduing the nations to his saving rule (Acts 2:30–32). And he is our risen prophet, sending his Spirit to illumine the gospel and advance the truth (Acts 2:33). The Jesus we worship and love every moment is specifically the risen Jesus—who is actively working to save us with that resurrection power.

      Obviously there is much to unpack in these glorious truths that will strengthen and help believers! Patrick Schreiner’s primer on this doctrine is simply outstanding for this task. It is wise, articulate, deep, and compelling. It will instruct, illumine, encourage, and edify. Schreiner is a model theologian and biblical scholar who has made important contributions to other aspects of Christ’s saving work, including his transfiguration and his ascension. Now the church can benefit from Schreiner turning his focus to help us better understand the resurrection. 

      In this book Schreiner approaches Christ’s resurrection in terms of its truth, goodness, and beauty. This is a wise strategy. Some treatments of the resurrection focus only on its truth. It becomes a theorem to be proven. Such an approach actually fails to touch the deepest needs and anxieties of modern human hearts. On the other hand, the truth of the resurrection is essential to its goodness and beauty, and many are helped by considering historical evidences that witness to its truth. 

      I am thrilled that this book is available and hope it will be widely read and enjoyed! As you read, may you experience the same “joy” and “marveling” (Luke 24:41) that the disciples felt when they saw the risen Christ. Tolle lege!

      Gavin Ortlund

      President, Truth Unites

      August 2025

    


    
      Preface

      Walk down the street and ask random people what happens after we die. You will likely get one of three answers. Some will say nothing happens. Others will affirm we just can’t know. And some will say that good people go to heaven and bad people go to hell.

      The truth is that everyone is interested in what will happen. This book argues that after death, bodily resurrection occurs—and that changes everything.1 Resurrection means coming back to life after physical death. However, Christians argue that resurrection is not simply a resuscitation of a corpse; it is a radical transformation. The resurrection is the introduction of a new order. Jesus Christ is the first of this new era, and many more will follow him.

      More specifically, I will contend for the truth, goodness, and beauty of the resurrection. In the history of thought, truth, goodness, and beauty have been called the three transcendentals. We don’t use this term transcendental much anymore. A transcendental is a universal property of a person or thing. Everything that exists can be evaluated—or judged—by what properties it possesses. For example, a song can be judged based on whether it communicates truth, whether it is morally upright, and whether it is beautifully made. If it passes these three tests, then the song participates in a transcendent reality.

      I will evaluate the resurrection based on its properties—its truth (correspondence to reality), goodness (that which is morally righteous), and beauty (what moral actions it produces). In short, this book poses fundamental questions about the resurrection. Is it true? Is it right? Is it lovely? If it passes these tests, then Jesus’s defeat of death changes everything.

      There are a lot of books that present the historical evidence for Jesus’s resurrection, a few books on a theology of the resurrection, and a few more on how we apply this to our lives. I haven’t seen many that do all three. The truth of the resurrection pertains to apologetics, the goodness of the resurrection to theology, and the beauty of the resurrection to ethics.

      Truth = apologetics

      Goodness = theology

      Beauty = ethics

      Though defending the resurrection—both Jesus’s and ours—might seem like a uniquely modern project, believers have been doing so since the inception of Christianity. Christians have long seen the defense of the resurrection as essential for two key reasons.

      First, Jesus’s resurrection came as a complete shock to people in the first century—just as it does to many today. Those in the first century didn’t live with a worldview where people regularly rose from the dead. The first women to find the tomb empty didn’t rejoice but ran away in fear (Mark 16:8). Paul was mocked for proclaiming the resurrection of the dead—some calling him a babbler (Acts 17:18), while others accused him of being out of his mind (Acts 26:24). He went to trial “with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead” (Acts 23:6) and defended the resurrection, saying that saying Jesus appeared to over five hundred people (1 Cor. 15:6). We must defend the resurrection because the dead don’t typically come back to life.

      Second, we must defend the resurrection because it is the foundation upon which Christianity is built. John Stott writes, “Christianity is in its very essence a resurrection religion. The concept of resurrection lies at its heart. If you remove it, Christianity is destroyed.”2 The entirety of Christianity stands or falls on the question of whether Jesus’s body decayed into dust or now resides in heaven. Paul says, in essence, “No resurrection, no Christianity” (see 1 Cor. 15:17). The resurrection is not a problem; it’s the solution to the reign of death (Rom. 5:17).

      I’ve written this book with two audiences in mind. First, it’s for those who follow Jesus and long to be strengthened by the truth, goodness, and beauty of the resurrection. But it’s also for those who don’t identify with any faith, who are skeptical of Christian claims, or who have stepped away from Christianity altogether. My hope is that the former will be encouraged and that the latter will consider afresh the possibility that the resurrection is not only true but also life changing.

    


    
      Introduction

      Death Is a Thief

      I remember the day my grandma died.

      My mom and dad called while I was away at college and told me she had passed away. She was eighty-two, and she had an aneurysm. I hadn’t yet lost many close relatives in my life. Two of my grandparents had died before I was even born.

      When I heard the news, I was in shock. I couldn’t quite fathom that I wouldn’t see her again. I didn’t live near her during my childhood, but every summer we would travel to Oregon to visit her on an iris farm in Salem. When we arrived at her house, I remember always being greeted by the smell of the mint plants lining her walkway. When I smell mint, I still think of her.

      Death is a reality that we can’t escape. It is coming for you—whether you like it or not. And death is a thief. It steals from us. It steals our lives, relationships, possibilities, and what we care about most. As one atheist affirms, “What do we truly desire, above all else? To be understood, to be loved, not to be alone, not to be separated from our loved ones—in short, not to die and not to have them die on us.”1

      Stop and ponder what death has stolen from you. Has it taken your parents? Your child? A friend? A spouse? A grandparent? What will you be thinking when death comes for you? There are a lot of different attitudes toward death. Some despair because we can’t defeat death. It claims all, and it does so at inopportune times. Death doesn’t care if you are young or old, rich or poor, male or female. It comes for you. Death is inescapable and universal. “All are from the dust, and to dust all return” (Eccl. 3:20).

      Others try to defy death. They put antiaging creams on their faces, eat healthy, and exercise as much as they can to stave off death. It only works for a little while though. Death catches up to us like an Olympic sprinter. Others are obsessed with the mystery that death holds. We don’t get to speak to those who have died and to hear what happens on the other side.

      I think that most people have a natural fear of death because it is such an unknown to us. Death hurts so much because—in the truest sense—it is unnatural. Death is not proper to human nature. Every human was made for life, not death. No matter what you think of death, however, the reality can be stated plainly: You are going to die. The stats are pretty compelling. Death’s batting average is nearly a thousand. The reaper is coming for us all. Hades has a headlock on humanity. The question is What comes next?

      Christians argue that Jesus has broken the power of death; therefore, the resurrection comes next. It is not the resurrection that interrupts the natural order; death is the interruption. Resurrection restores the natural order. We are all going to die, and we will all be raised. Contrary to what many Christians believe, the resurrection is for everyone—Christian and non-Christian alike. Everyone in the tombs will hear Jesus’s voice and arise (John 5:28–29).

      The question is this: Will you rise to everlasting life or to judgment (Matt. 25:46)? If you rebuff the one who broke Hades’s headlock, then you will experience not only the first death but also the second death (Rev. 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8). Those “in Christ” don’t have to fear death nor the second death. The resurrection of Jesus, and our resurrection with him, is our only hope. This book is an exercise in hope.

      Christianity asserts that Jesus’s resurrection marks him as God’s Messiah and Son who paid the penalty for our sin and offers us eternal life. The truth of Jesus’s resurrection lies at the heart of Christianity. Charles Spurgeon said, “This is the doctrine which is the keystone of the arch of Christianity.”2

      If Jesus died on the cross and didn’t rise from the dead, then he is just another poor rebel who was crucified by the Romans. Reading his story, then, is no more important than reading about any other historical figure. However, if Jesus did rise from the dead, then the world is forever changed.
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