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    Introduction


    

      

        I know I have an artistic passion, but what do I do with it?


        I know I have creative ability, but how do I harness it?


        How do I make my God-given creative gifts effective?


      


      If you’re asking yourself these questions, this book is for you. Perhaps you’re a painter, photographer, graphic designer, sculptor, or other kind of visual artist. Maybe you’re a musician, producer, or music director. You might be a writer, speaker, clothing designer, florist, or actor. Maybe you get paid for your creations, or maybe art is something you do for fun or a sense of fulfillment. Whatever you do, creativity is part of who you are.


      This book is for:


      

        	

          Creative people who don’t think that they are “creators.”


        


        	

          People who are just starting in their creative journey and need some guidance.


        


        	

          People who have been on this journey of creative discovery for a while and need some refreshment.


        


      


      Whoever you are, if you have the creative light burning within you, I’d like to fan your flame and keep it healthy. We could all learn from the steps God used to create us.


      God is the ultimate Creator, and his creative abilities are unmatched. This book explores God’s creative process and how we can emulate it in what he has gifted us to do. The book of Genesis will form the biblical foundation of our exploration. We’ll take brief excursions into other books of the Bible, but most chapters will return to Genesis. I’ve found a lot of direction and inspiration for my artistic journey in this book of the Bible, especially the story of God creating the universe, and I want to share what I’ve learned with you.


      In addition to the book of Genesis, three big themes have helped me grow into the artist I am today: collaboration with God and with other creative people, the idea that human creativity is a reflection of God’s work in creation, and the importance of rest in the life of a creative person. Each of these themes has its own chapter, but all three are so central to the way I think about art that they feature in other chapters as well.


      You may be wondering who I am and what led me to write this book. I’m an artist, filmmaker, photographer, designer, and Christian minister. I’m a creator. I create to glorify God. I love creating because it’s fun and brings me a great sense of joy and fulfillment. It’s a huge part of my purpose. Through my creations, I aim to bring people together and inspire them to live. In many of my works, I make the skin tones a deep, sublime black to represent a sense of reverence. In other pieces, I make the skin a uniform grayscale—a nod to the uniqueness of Black people, which is sometimes lost in assumed stereotypes. Despite these less-than-vibrant skin tones, the beauty of the composition and individuality of their skin shines through.


      This book features original pieces I have created. You can think of them as checkpoints on your creative journey through this text. I’d like to collaborate with you within these pages. Allow this book to be a spark for your creativity. Some artworks in this book are composite pieces in which I bring elements together to make something beautiful. Others are Paper Portraits, inspired by photos I took during a photo shoot or other event. While not every chapter has a corresponding piece of art, there are series of artworks placed throughout the chapters.


      There are twenty-one chapters in this book. I invite you to take it all in on a consistent schedule. That may mean reading one chapter a day over twenty-one days, or one chapter every other day, or one per week—whatever is comfortable for you. You may also want to read it with a partner or a group and be inspired in collaboration. Each chapter contains a prompt to spur you to creative action. If you act on the prompt, reflect on the artwork interspersed among the chapters, and keep an open mind and heart, you will be on your way to a transformative experience of creativity.


      Are you ready to create? Let’s begin!


      

        [image: The words “Start from Nothing” appear against a beige background. ]


      


      

    

      

        Digital Abstracts


        This work is a combination of digital paint and ink strokes, along with preexisting shapes, primarily made on my iPad in Procreate. These pieces are an interpretation of what I felt in the moment. Some are inspired by places I traveled to between 2021 and 2023, and others are inspired by songs and sermons I have listened to.
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1
Created for Creativity
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BEFORE THE REIGN of The Oprah Winfrey Show, Phil Donahue was king of daytime TV ratings. I saw a clip of Bob Ross on The Phil Donahue Show from 1994. Donahue yelled in his own annoying and provocative way to Ross, “Say out loud your work will never hang in a museum, Bob!” Ross’s response was, “I’m trying to teach people a form of art that anybody can do. This art is for anyone who’s ever wanted to put a dream on canvas. It’s not traditional art, it’s not fine art, and I don’t try to tell anybody it is.” Ross wanted to open up the realm of creativity in a way that was accessible to millions. For eleven years, his program The Joy of Painting did just that. He provided people with the opportunity to complete a painting by the end of the show. He creatively found a way to bring a one-on-one teaching session to millions of students at home1.

Why was Ross’s method so appealing to so many people? Why were millions of people—career artists and hobbyists alike—so enamored with the idea of creating art?

It’s tough to make definitive statements about all of humanity, but we can find clues about our creative impulse in the Bible’s account of creation. We are creative because we were made in the image of our Creator.


God Is Creative

“In the beginning God created” (Genesis 1:1). The Hebrew word translated as created is a verb that refers to creating something out of nothing. It is only used to describe God’s kind of creation, which brings something out of nothing, or ex nihilo. This is an exclusive function of God’s omnipotence. God stepped out on nothing, spoke to nothing, and consulted with no one but himself—and from that nothing he created everything. He spoke from eternity, and time began. In the Bible God is referenced as the ultimate Creator (Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 40:28). The first thing we learn about God is that he is and was in the beginning, and the second thing we learn about God is that he creates. I find it fascinating that one of the very first attributes of God we encounter is his creativity. Our God creates. And as his intelligent design, made in his image, we also create. Creativity is godly. Just as we inherit certain traits from our natural parents, we inherit our creative impulse from God.

God’s creative process provides a template for everything that we create. He determined the starting point. He set aside time. We do not need to look too far into Genesis before we find God’s template for creating effectively.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. (Genesis 1:1-5)


The earth needed order, so God established seasons, created a hierarchy, and implemented systems. The universe wasn’t a blank canvas; rather, it was something raw that God placed into perfect order. This scriptural template shows how God focused on the big details first and then on the more intricate details throughout the process. He made the heavens and the earth first. We can think of these as the frames of his artistic masterpiece. If we continue reading, we see that he then filled the frames with masterful creativity and detail, color, and texture. Light. Plants. Sun. Moon. Stars. Birds. Land animals. And God’s most creative and detailed work—humanity.

Consider the creation of humankind for a moment. God drew up the plans for his creation of Adam when he said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Being made in God’s image entails so much more than just the physical aspect. We are made in his image and likeness as spiritual and moral beings. Thinking and feeling beings. Creative beings. We as humans are an original design by God, but in our originality, we also see that God used himself as the template in our creation.

[image: Artwork features purple, blue, and gold brushstrokes, some in shapes, others more random. ]





We Get Our Creativity from God

Creativity is an expression of intimate thought, marrying our gifts and passions with our past experiences and current ideas. Creativity helps to carry thoughts from ideas to reality and dreams to fruition. It is an artistic expression that originates with a simple concept and ends with a beautiful creation. It is the manifestation of God’s gift of inspiration, freedom of thought, and the courage to try new things. Creativity also adds flavor to life; it expresses originality, challenging the conventional and unleashing our imagination. It is the splash of color on a blank canvas, the spark that breathes new life into the plain and uninspiring. It is not simply artistry, but it also provides solutions to problems with flair and poised balance. Creativity is where innovation and imagination meet to give birth to something new. Our creativity allows us to transform ideas into real works of art. Innovation is a freeing act of courage that enables you to set trends. You are not simply a thermometer. You are a thermostat, setting trends and seeking to gain new ground in what has never been done or even known before. People may not understand at first, but don’t let that distract you. Though it’s a new idea, somehow it makes perfect sense, leaving other people to wonder, Why didn’t I think of that?

We inherited this trait from our heavenly Father. When we express our creativity, we are, in effect, collaborating with God to bring more beauty into the world. What would life be without creativity?

No matter the creative discipline we use, we can offer our creativity back to God. We can become a worship leader without a mic or a worshiper equipped with creative acumen whose instrument is a laptop, paintbrush, camera, clay, pen, pencil, or Conté crayon. No matter the avenue, we can render our services to the glory of God, making our mark one project at a time.

God is perfect, and he created everything with perfection. Although we were also created to create, we are imperfect, and our creations will not always turn out perfectly. That’s okay. There’s peace in knowing that when we create, we can imitate God. We simply have to start with the framework and home in on the details later.

By offering our creativity to God, we give back to him what he has given us in a spirit of worship. What do you create? How do you give it back to him?




Response

This is your opportunity and excuse to create something new. Do you have an idea for a creative project? Before the day is done, take one practical step toward turning that idea into a reality.

[image: Artwork features thick, black brushstrokes against a white background.]
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2
Collaboration
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WHEN I THINK OF creative collaboration, the first thing I think about is Bauhaus. Not only is it the name of one of my favorite fonts, it was also a German art movement from 1919 to 1933 as well as an art school that taught a holistic way of creating. The methodology behind Bauhaus was to blend multiple artistic practices into one approach. The students who attended this school were encouraged to be creative in every aspect of life. It was a new way of learning that did away with traditional academic norms. The architect Walter Gropius headed up the school, and his philosophy was based on American architect Louis Sullivan’s guiding principle: “Form follows function.”2

At Bauhaus, they collaborated and prioritized intention and purpose. The goal of collaboration is to meld different methods together for an intentional outcome. Collaboration allows diverse personalities to sit at the creative table together. Take a project with two artists who have varying experience and skill levels. The less experienced person can glean wisdom from the veteran, and the established creative can lend their expertise and reputation to validate the other person’s work. The most effective collaboration happens among those with different skill sets. When was the last time you saw a team solely made up of directors release a movie together? If there’s going to be a smooth production from start to finish, there needs to be diversity of thought, skill, and perspective. A team of individuals needs to operate in different functions while still working together as one to accomplish the task.


Elevate Black Voices

In 2024 I started an ongoing short-form interview documentary series titled Elevate Black Voices. The series encourages Black people to use and value their voice as a necessity. The interviews are from the perspective of only those who are interviewed, allowing their voices to emerge in a way that is undeniable. This series not only uplifts their physical voices but also empowers them to tell their stories and use their expertise to inform others. It highlights the uniqueness of Black people and the need for our contributions in every arena that we occupy.

[image: QR code can be scanned to access the interview documentary titled “Elevate Black Voices.”]

The idea for this collaborative series started on a Sunday afternoon after church when I took out my camera and asked my wife, “What does being Black mean to you?” I also interviewed some great people who are part of my community. I figured I could collaborate with these talented people to make something great and tell their story.




Trinitarian Collaboration

We can learn about the beauty and importance of collaboration when we look at Scripture. God is one God in three persons. He is Elohim, the all-powerful One, the Creator of the universe. God consulted, communicated, and collaborated among himself to create. So God the Father, God the Son—Jesus, the Word made flesh who dwelt among us (John 1:1-3, 14)—and God the Holy Ghost, who is our helper and the manifestation of God’s will and power on earth, brought forth creation as three persons in one.

Don’t think of the concept as 1 + 1 + 1 = 3, but rather 1 x 1 x 1 = 13. While the term Trinity is not found in Scripture, the theme and precept of the triune God is all throughout Scripture. There are over sixty Scriptures that support this concept of the triune Godhead. He is Father, he is Son, he is Holy Ghost. So God collaborates. God fellowships with himself and has enjoyed this fellowship for all of eternity. Humanity’s creation also highlights how positively God sees and uses creative collaboration. The first mention of the creation of a human in Scripture points to a collaborative effort: “Let us make man.”

[image: Artwork features various grayscale splotches as well as squiggly lines.]

In trinitarian collaboration, God created heaven and said it was good. He created the earth and everything in it and said it was good. He took pleasure in affirming the value of what he had made. But there was one thing that God said was not good—for man to be alone. Though the woman came from a man in a literal sense—his rib—on his own he had no companionship, no partnership, no collaboration, and he could not reproduce by himself. Though he had an audience with God, something was missing. As much as we should cherish God’s company, there is also value in human connection. God’s solution was to make a helper for Adam. Not only would she be his helpmate and wife, but she would also be a collaborator, a teammate, and a partner. Collaboration goes beyond God’s plan for marriage or family life; it is an important element in accomplishing creative goals.
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