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DEDICATION


H. Bernard Bechtel is best known in herpetoculture as the creator of the amelanistic corn snake, but his contributions extend far beyond that narrow accomplishment. His curiosity, professionally carried-out breeding investigations spanning nearly half a century, and his personal enthusiasm almost single-handedly launched the tremendous interest and growth that the hobby is experiencing today. For years, he freely donated living specimens, many of them extremely rare and valuable at the time, to serious researchers and hobbyists alike who wished to study and further investigate the genetics of color and pattern inheritance. This is his nature: to help others add to the pool of knowledge about a subject he feels dearly about. Ironically, Bern’s contributions have taken place largely in the shadow of the draconian laws of his home state. Georgia continues to forbid commerce in captive-bred offspring of obviously nonnatural color and pattern morphs of corn snakes, even in 2004.


We were fortunate to have been frequent recipients of Bechtel’s generosity with specimens and knowledge over the years, and are honored to recognize his lifetime achievements by again dedicating this revised volume to him.
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Bern Bechtel in his home, showing a painting given to him at the 26th All-Florida Herpetological Conference in Gainesville, Florida. It commemorates his success of the first-ever captive hatch of amelanistic corn snakes on August 31, 1961. This book is again dedicated to him and his lifelong contributions to the understanding of corn snake biology, and to herpetoculture in general.
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Corn snakes may have received their common name from a tendency to inhabit the corn cribs of native Americans in search of rodents.




CHAPTER 1





GENERAL INFORMATION


What is the best kind of pet snake in the entire world? Ideally, the snake (1) has a calm disposition around people, i.e., it isn’t prone to biting, constricting, or defecating under mild stress; (2) has an attractive appearance to humans; (3) is a convenient size to handle and enjoy as a pet; (4) has space, climate, and food requirements that are easy to provide in captivity; (5) does not pose a physical danger to people; (6) is easy to induce to reproduce and raise offspring; and (7) is genetically variable to stimulate continued fascination and expansion of interest in herpetoculture. Corn snakes pass all these tests admirably.
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Corn snakes have long been tolerated in North America, mainly for their predation upon rodents that plague crops.


Each year, more corn snakes are bred in captivity than any other species of snake on earth, resulting in offspring that supply the vast majority of specimens available in the pet trade today. Remarkably, despite their current prevalence as the world’s number one pet serpent species, their popularity is having negligible impact on wild corn snake populations. This is an important factor, as myriad other organisms are declining due to the pressure of mankind’s domination of the planet.


The intended audience for this book spans everyone from the novice needing the basics of feeding and housing care to the seasoned veteran of “guttataculture” who wants to know the latest on breeding, genetics, and the range and history of color and pattern variations. We, the authors, have put everything we know into making this revised edition the most comprehensive publication on the subject of keeping and breeding corn snakes available.


What are Corn Snakes?


Corns are members of the large common snake family Colubridae, which includes the kings, milks, bulls, pines, garters, waters, and racers. Scientifically known as the species Elaphe guttata, corns share the first part of their Latin name (genus) with such familiar relatives as the black, gray, yellow, and Texas rat snakes (all races of E. obsoleta) and fox snakes (E. vulpina).
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Corn snakes prefer to seek shelter by day under things like old piles of logs, discarded lumber, and in tree crevices.
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Slowly driving down quiet country roads at dusk can sometimes be a productive method of finding corn snakes when they become active for the evening.


Recent taxonomic work has left many researchers favoring the move of all North American rat snakes, including the corn snakes, into the genus Pantherophis. Genetically, they appear to be closer in kinship to other North American colubrid snakes such as king snakes (genus Lampropeltis) and pine/gopher snakes (genus Pituophis) than to the rat snakes of Europe and Asia that will retain the genus name Elaphe. Don’t be surprised to find corn snakes being referred to as Pantherophis guttatus in future publications. We have retained the genus Elaphe for this volume out of habit and familiarity to readers, rather than disagreement with the new name.


Corn snakes are medium-sized, nonvenomous constrictors that prefer to be active around dusk and early evening in habitats ranging from fields to woodlands across the southern and east-central United States. Their vernacular name was coined from their habit of frequenting the vicinities of storage structures for corn. Such places are often the breeding sites of abundant rodents, their principal prey as adults. Indeed, corn snakes thrive in close association with man’s interspersed farming regions where an abundance of vermin typically thrives along the overgrown edge zones. People who collect snakes commercially have suggested that because of this widespread modern land use practice, corns may be more common per acre, at least in some agricultural regions, than they have ever been in history.


The resemblance of the checkered ventral pattern to multicolored Indian corn has also been noted as a possible source for the corn snake’s vernacular name. The name red rat snake is used quite appropriately too, although some people retain this name for only the nominate subspecies, E. guttata guttata. This eastern U.S. population of corn snakes ranges from south-central New Jersey’s Pine Barrens in the northeasternmost edge of its natural range, west to the vicinity of Reelfoot Lake in northwestern Tennessee, and south to the Atchafalaya Basin of southern Louisiana. Corn snakes live in areas to the southeast of lines connecting these points, including many of the offshore islands.


Stowaways in exotic plants exported from southern Florida are likely the source of the corn snake’s introduction and establishment on Grand Cayman Island in the Caribbean and Nassau, New Providence Island, in the Bahamas.


The number of official species and subspecies existing in the E. guttata complex is in a state of flux—the Emory’s or Great Plains rat snake now is considered by some to be a distinct species, E. emoryi; others still believe it to be only a subspecies—E. guttata emoryi. It lives in the south-central United States and northeastern Mexico, including most of Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and parts of their surrounding states. In 1994, the subspecific name E. guttata meahllmorum had been proposed for populations at the southeastern end of the present emoryi subspecies range to further split that subspecies (or species), though it hasn’t been widely accepted at this time. The same applies to the isolated, far western United States race of guttata occurring in eastern Utah and western Colorado that has sometimes been called by the subspecific name E. guttata intermontana. The western races of E. guttata have not generally proven to be as popular in captivity as the eastern subspecies so far, primarily because of their duller, tannish-gray earthy tones.
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This corn snake is lying exactly as encountered on a dirt road. Note the wavy body kinks that may be a way of disguising the snake’s outline to airborne predators.
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The Great Plains or Emory’s rat snake Elaphe guttata emoryi is generally more subdued in coloration than its eastern relatives.


In 2002, corns from north-central Louisiana and adjacent Texas and Arkansas were described as Slowinski’s corn snake, E. slowinskii. Regional collectors have long recognized differences in coloration in specimens from that area, coining them Kisatchie corns. The determining factor for the new species is primarily differences in DNA that will probably not significantly impress keepers and breeders. Animals from that area readily interbreed with other known corn snakes, so whether they are deserving of special species status or not, they will probably enter the mix of “corn soup” herpetoculturally.
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Elaphe emoryi intermontanus occurs as an isolated (disjunct) population in western Colorado and eastern Utah.
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The Kisatchie corn is from western Louisiana and eastern Texas pine forests. It was formally described as Elaphe slowinskii in 2002.
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These three specimens demonstrate some of the range of color variation among the race of corns formerly known as rosy rats Elaphe guttata rosacea from the Florida Keys.


The name rosy rat snake (E. guttata rosacea) appears in older literature and refers to generally smaller and paler populations of corns on the lower Florida Keys. Reigning taxonomists designate it as merely a local race in recent literature. The snakes living there exhibit variation ranging from gray or straw-yellow backgrounds with dull orange or brownish blotches to some approaching the red on red-oranges of typical mainland corns. It’s possible for an experienced field collector to make an educated guess as to the insular origin of some animals by appearance alone, although this is by no means a foolproof method.


For the purposes of this book, we consider the terms corn and corn snake to take in all the above-mentioned species and subspecies.


Size and Growth


The corns in today’s market are descended from stock collected from all over their natural range. Certain populations tend to consist of smaller individuals, adults at a mere 30 inches (76 cm), such as some in the lower peninsula of Florida and the Florida Keys. Others from the lower mid-Atlantic states regularly grow to a husky 5–6 feet (1.5–1.8 m). Egg clutch size and hatchling length are also influenced by the locality and genetics of their ancestors. Corns from northeastern Florida frequently lay thirty or more smallish eggs per clutch, the hatchlings of which may be a petite 9–10 inches (23–25 cm). Contrast those with the 13-inch (33 cm) and over neonates that can come from a clutch of only eight to twelve huge eggs of a Great Plains rat snake from Oklahoma. Knowing your snakes’ ancestral origins may help you plan for these characteristics when choosing breeding stock.


Rapidly growing baby corns can convert up to a third of their food weight into added body mass, and they can double their lengths easily the first year. In fact, with an above-average devotion of time and feeding effort on your part, corns may achieve the minimal breeding size of about 30 inches (76 cm) at nine to ten months of age. Most keepers, however, raise their corns to sexual maturity in about eighteen to twenty months, at which time they are typically in the 36–42-inch (91–107 cm) range. Wild corns typically mature in their second or third year of growth at 3½ feet (91–107 cm) for females and 3–5 feet (107–152 cm) for males on a normal to heightened feeding regimen. Corns may shed their skins up to eight times during their first year when food is abundant. The rate slows to two to four times per year after adulthood is reached.


Adulthood is positively a factor of size, not age, in corn snakes. The youngest successfully bred female has been reliably recorded as being 27 inches (68 cm) in total length and a mere eight months of age. In this accidental mating with a sibling brother, two of the five eggs laid hatched. It’s prudent to note this was a case of extremity. It should be left to the record books, not become normal husbandry practice. Reproduction by females less than 3 feet (0.9 m) in length is a strain on young corns due to the significant weight loss and dehydration affecting their barely mature bodies. Besides a tendency to lay only a few large eggs, female corn snakes’ susceptibility to egg-binding and other reproductive problems is higher than normal too.


Males grow longer and heavier than females. The biggest brutes top out at 6 feet (183 cm) and about 2 pounds (nearly 1 kg) in weight. Most corns more than 4 feet (137 cm) are in fact males, and corns more than 5 feet (1.5 m) are seldom seen in captivity. This slight tendency toward downsizing may be a consequence of the vast amount of inbreeding involved in modern propagation efforts. Pairing occasional huge males with tiny females, or vice versa, has never been an insurmountable obstacle to corns mating, in our experience, except for the slight worry about one physically crushing the other in an unusually cramped cage. When you have no other overriding considerations, use the largest mates possible to infuse genes for larger size into your ongoing breeding projects.


Growth and shedding frequency steadily slow down after maturity, although they seem to continue almost imperceptibly for the duration of life. After about five years’ growth, you can assume that your corn will not get significantly longer. Overall body weight also continues to keep increasing slightly after maturity, although certain old individuals stay lean all their lives. A sudden loss of bulk in an older corn may be symptomatic of a disease taking hold and should be a signal to determine the cause.


Longevity


The documented longevity record in captivity for any specimen of corn snake stands at thirty-two years and three months. Records for zoo display animals have surpassed two decades in many instances. Corns that live peaceful lives with little stress are more capable of achieving such extended life spans. This is especially true of individuals that are not part of breeding colonies whose aim is to produce mega numbers of neonates, including the physically taxing expectation of double-clutching.


Without precise figures to back these claims, the experience of all our colleagues confirms that intensive breeding causes corn snakes to age prematurely. We have personally had a few specimens in the thirteen-to fourteen-year-old range that were still successfully reproducing. Several years ago, Mark Hazel reported that he had a sixteen-year-old female corn that is still quite prolific and going strong, laying and hatching nineteen eggs at a time. That snake has been reproducing since she was only two years old. Yet we’ve also seen breeding specimens at ten to twelve years of age with geriatric symptoms such as general loss of musculature, ridged backbones protruding on specimens otherwise in good weight, chronically gaping mouths, permanently cloudy eyes, and experiencing general reproductive failure for no apparent reason. We know others have undoubtedly surpassed these stated upper limits and will probably continue to do so as herpetological nutrition and husbandry techniques improve in the future.


Intelligence and Domestication


Instinct plays a large role in snakes’ survival, yet E. guttata obviously possesses a certain ability to remember and learn too. Corn snakes excel at returning faithfully to favorite shelters and finding water sources in the wild and in captivity. They are also known to reutilize avenues of escape from cages in a fraction of the time it took them to discover them the first time. They definitely learn from negative experiences such as being nipped by the first weaned rat they tackle after a former steady diet of mice, whereby they often refuse rats of any size as prey from then on.


We’ve heard the frequent claims by hobbyists that their pets know and trust them by exhibiting calmer actions in their presence or while in their grasp. This issue leads into the related topic of taming and domestication. With at least six generations of captive-bred corn snakes in wide circulation today, and probably many, many more for some old traits (like the original amelanism [albinism] from the early 1960s), it’s easy to conclude that whatever wild instincts the species had in nature have been bred out of them. However, we believe that while the effort of altering wild instincts toward docility toward humans is in its infancy, the small number of consecutive captive-bred generations has barely scratched the surface in this as a noticeable phenomenon. Such a primitive and useful survival mechanism as fearing or defending against larger mammals will take many more filial generations to cleanse away. Evolution can be sped up through selective breeding for calmness, but it will still probably require a greater passage of time than humans are used to considering when reaching impatiently for our current goals.


We know how anthropomorphic people tend to get at times, but we keep an open mind to the chance that there’s more here than simple chemosensory recognition. We’re particularly keen to hear about additional phenomena of apparent intelligence in corn snakes, especially if they include any kind of experimental method or other evidence beyond mere feelings.




CHAPTER 2





ACQUIRING A CORN SNAKE


Finding a Healthy Specimen


What do you look for in acquiring a new corn snake? That may depend on your ultimate goal. Are you simply seeking a pet or an animal that will be part of a colony you hope to induce to reproduce? But no matter what finding a healthy specimen is certainly of paramount importance to you. While it’s not possible to completely guarantee a healthy, problem-free snake by examining its external appearance, look for these signs of problems or potential problems:


Alertness and Attentiveness


The snake should move deliberately, yet cautiously, flicking its tongue often to check all new environmental stimuli when held or exploring. Slow, exploratory crawling is a normal behavior when held. It should “jump” slightly at a sudden movement nearby or a jolting vibration to the substrate or item it’s perched upon.
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This corn snake is too skinny; note its prominent backbone ridge and wrinkled skin. Avoid purchasing a specimen in this weakened condition.


Body Weight


A cross-section view of a healthy corn snake should resemble a plump loaf of bread, without loose folds of skin or ribs protruding, and without a backbone ridge standing out. The belly scutes should be fairly flat and squared off from the sides of the body.


Muscle Tone


The snake should feel strong and firm and be able to resist somewhat if you manipulate its body with your fingers. Check for mushy bellies and rear ends. Listless, weak specimens are always poor acquisition risks.


Stool Appearance


Stools (feces) should consist of solid brownish-black masses along with some yellowish semisolids or viscous fluids, and maybe a little clear fluid too. Strange colors such as greens or blues; blood in any form; an overly jellylike, waxy, or mushy mass; and half or more of the estimated weight of the stool represented by liquids are all signs of problems.


Defects and Scars


Avoid a snake with odd lumps, body kinks, or indentations that may indicate serious old injuries or genetic abnormalities. The best way to check for these is to run the entire length of its body through your gently closed hands to feel for irregularities. Small tail kinks alone probably won’t be detrimental in a pet, but snakes with such conditions shouldn’t be used for breeding. The eyes should look clear (assuming that the snake is not about to shed) and identical in size and appearance. The cloaca (vent or anus) should close tightly and be dry.


Patches of unshed skin may be indications of other problems such as too dry of a cage environment, but they are relatively harmless and correctable if they don’t involve the underlying skin. The potential difficulty in treating open skin and scale infections or scrapes should be judged much as you would for comparable injuries on your own body. Old surface scars won’t affect a corn’s overall health or breeding, only detract from the animal’s beauty.


Respiratory Infections


Listen to the snake’s breathing for any hint of whistling or gurgling, and look for liquids or bubbles coming from the nostrils or mouth. A puffy or bulging throat region could also indicate a respiratory infection, which you don’t want to start with in a new pet. The mouth should close snugly and have no signs of sores, scabs, or bleeding of any kind, which may be precursors of, or lead to, mouthrot (stomatitis).


External Parasites


Look for bugs attached anywhere on the snake’s body. Mites are your biggest worry. They’re usually red or black and tiny, like coarse pepper granules. They either cram between scales or wander slowly over the body. They harm their hosts by sucking blood, which may amount to significant volumes if a large infestation exists or if the snake is very small. They also may transmit diseases, especially if coming from a source where many other herps are housed. Look for them tucked beneath the edges of the scales bordering the eyes, in the mental groove (under the middle of the chin), or on your hands after letting the snake forcibly slide through them. Ticks are generally larger (1/16–1/4 inch long, under 2–6 mm), flat, scalelike bloodsuckers that hold on by their mouths. They’re rare on corns, and their presence alone (in low numbers) is not considered an insurmountable obstacle to the prospective snake owner.


Other Factors in Choosing a Corn Snake


Besides health, other factors to consider involve a snake’s past history. You may wish to find out if a specimen feeds voluntarily, and on what types of prey items, by asking the seller about its history. Snakes accustomed to accepting newborn mice, especially pre-killed thawed ones, are the handiest to obtain food for in most situations. If you’re at the breeder’s or seller’s location, consider asking to test a baby corn by offering it food while you watch. You may not want to let it actually consume the meal if you’ll be traveling with it soon, only see that it makes an attempt to eat on its own. Don’t be too disappointed if it doesn’t feed on command, though—it may simply be nervous or not hungry during the moment of your test.


The snake’s individual temperament may also be assessed by direct handling. Keep in mind that juveniles are typically more nervous than adults. It’s normal for hatchlings to defend themselves against a large, formidable object such as your approaching hand. This kind of aggression is normal and should fade quickly as they mature and learn to trust that you’re not a threat to them. Adult corns virtually always have a calm demeanor, although certain rare individuals may be high-strung and nippy, especially when first held.


We have noted that when the scent of food is fresh in the air, corns may lunge for hands in mistaken excitement to grab the first moving object they see. They also have a flighty or hostile reaction if the lingering aroma of a dreaded predator, such as the last king snake (genus Lampropeltis) you touched, is detected on your hands. Always wash your hands before handling specimens to avoid this possible distraction.


There are advantages of acquiring a juvenile versus an adult, and vice versa. Purchasing a juvenile usually offers a choice of a greater variety in colors and patterns. You will also know the snake’s approximate age and have the chance to learn some past history, like viewing the parental stock, from the vendor. These are facts that may be valuable to your future breeding plans. You’ll get to see the colors blossom out on a growing juvenile and enjoy its youthful vibrancy during the first several years of life when most corns look their absolute best. Youngsters take up less space than adults, making them easier to start in plastic shoe boxes or other small cages. Relatively fewer baby corns are collected from the wild anymore, so it will probably also be captive-bred, as are most young snakes found in the pet trade nowadays. This means it’s more likely to adapt to captivity easily and is less likely to be parasitized than a wild-caught snake.


Buying a hatchling has some disadvantages, though. These relatively fragile little creatures become stressed by too much attention and handling, especially by young children. This may cause them to be shy feeders or to regurgitate meals more readily within a few days of ingesting them. A low percentage of baby corns stubbornly refuse certain kinds of foods that are convenient for humans to offer, such as pinkie mice. When they are feeding and digesting meals normally, they can easily consume two to three times the number of individual items that would satisfy adults. Biweekly feedings are not a necessity but will promote rapid growth if you can afford the time and money to feed them this way. Corns mature rapidly, often in two years or less, so waiting to raise an adult shouldn’t take long and is well worth the wait of starting with a baby specimen.


Older corns are big and impressive, although their colors are often duller and darker than in young adults. Healthy-looking adults may be found for sale for many reasons, but as with used cars, beware of hidden flaws such as reproductive failure. A husky 5-foot-long corn may appear to be an instant breeder size wise, but that should make you at least consider why it was not kept for breeding by the person who raised it. The one thing you can usually count on is that it doesn’t have a temperament problem. Corn snakes have individual personalities, but as a rule of thumb, the species is extraordinarily mild natured at all sizes and ages. If by chance you encounter an exception to this rule, though, don’t expect a very big, old animal to necessarily change radically and become tame with gentle handling and patience.


Sources for Corn Snakes


Corn snakes are either collected from the wild or bred in captivity. Wild specimens are gentle as a rule, adapt readily to captivity, and can make excellent pets. On the other hand, they may be finicky feeders and may have scars or other imperfections, less than ideal coloration, or hidden diseases and parasites. Field-collected specimens in the 18 to 30 inch (46–76 cm) size range adapt best to captivity. They are beyond the slightly delicate baby stage, yet not so old and set in their ways that adjusting to a captive environment is too stressful.


Although the plethora of captive-bred corns available today makes collecting them from nature unnecessary, there’s no harm in catching and keeping wild corns. The intrinsic beauty of many normal corns is stunning. Hunting for them where they live can be fun and educational. Good places to search for corns are in disturbed habitats in the countryside and along the peripheries of agricultural fields. Rodents often thrive in such places, spawning higher numbers of the predators that eat them. Look under loose bark on large old trees, in piles of discarded logs or lumber, in hollow branches of trees, under layers of trash, and in the walls or roofs of old buildings. “Islands” of cover in otherwise open terrain such as trash or debris piles can be excellent spots to rummage through too. Slowly driving seldom-used back roads on warm, humid evenings, known as road cruising, also works well in some areas for finding corn snakes crossing or basking on the warm surface.


Corn snakes are not considered threatened in nature, except possibly in some isolated pockets of intensive human growth where virtually all wildlife has disappeared. However, they are protected in certain places, such as on very small islands that are utilized intensively by man (lower Florida Keys) or on the periphery of their range (as in the state of New Jersey). They are also protected across the entire state of Georgia because…well, no one has been able to figure that out yet.


Captive-bred specimens are easy to find. Most towns and cities have pet shops that stock herps. Mail-order breeders and dealers have ads in herp publications and on the Internet. When choosing a dealer to buy from, discuss the health aspects listed earlier by phone to determine the seller’s knowledge and honesty. Ask how long he or she has been in business, and ask about references from recent satisfied customers.


When feasible, choose your animals directly from a breeder in your area at his place of business. Nothing beats selecting your corns in person where you can examine them carefully, see their parents and siblings for comparisons, and ask any pertinent questions at length. Besides ascertaining their health, you may personally double-check sexes (more on this later). Swap shows can also be good sources for corn snakes, as these events often seem to abound with a great selection of specimens at bargain prices.


If buying from hobbyist breeders at shows, especially from those who come from afar rather than dealers or breeders in business year-round, be aware that they may not be around to answer questions or help with problems after the show is over. You may acquire great animals from them, but you also may end up with hidden problems that sellers are trying to unload far from home where the problems are less likely to come back to haunt them.


When packing snakes for shipping, stuff crumpled newspaper around the cups or sacks so they can’t slide or bounce around inside the shipping box. A Styrofoam-lined, heavy cardboard box (as is standard for the tropical fish industry) offers moderate temporary protection against harmful outdoor temperature fluctuations that might otherwise overheat or chill sensitive herps during transit. Chemical reaction-triggered heat packs or frozen cold packs can be placed inside the box to help maintain a more stable temperature. Care must be taken to provide adequate ventilation because heat packs consume oxygen in the chemically reactive warming process of the dry powder in the packets.






Transportation and Shipping







With the explosion of private hobbyists and entrepreneurs wishing to ship animals, the knowledge of how to pack shipments safely and correctly has become important to many people previously inexperienced in such matters. Any corn snake can be transported individually inside one of two types of containers that have become standards in the industry. Juveniles fit nicely inside plastic delicatessen (deli) food cups and tubs with snap-on lids and multiple air holes in the sides. Cloth sacks or sturdy pillowcases work best for specimens more than approximately 18 inches (46 cm) in length.








Air freight between airports was the old reliable method of cross-country herp transport for years. Since September 11, 2001, the airlines have mostly abandoned shipping freight from unknown shippers and have made it much more difficult to become a new known shipper unless you plan to do it often on a business volume. The new hurdles make it prohibitively unattractive for private citizens who wish to send only occasional shipments. Occasional shippers may find it less troublesome to find a local reptile dealer who will ship for them for a fee.


Some large parcel services accept live harmless snakes from legitimate businesses, and sometimes private parties too, if shipments are packaged according to professional, escape-proof standards. Check with companies such as FedEx, UPS, and Airborne/DHL for policy details well in advance. Don’t walk up to the counter assuming you’ll be able to convince the clerk how well you packed your box of animals, and that your box should be accepted “because my friend does it like this all the time.” The desk clerk is not the one who makes such decisions, and, if in doubt, will probably refuse to accept your shipment by sticking to the company rules and thus protecting his or her job. Quite often, transport companies’ rules never seem to get amended on the official policy books to allow herps, even though special waivers have been granted to numerous shippers on a case by case. Rarely does one branch of a shipping company know what another has permitted, so expect headaches if you’re an occasional user of such services. Understandably, the fear all these companies have is accepting snake shipments packed in nonproven packaging methods that may allow escaped snakes to frighten employees and create chaos en route. The U.S. Postal Service still does not accept live snakes and many other herps for this same reason.


[image: image]





Most breeders and reptile dealers use a stout cardboard outer box around a thick inner box of Styrofoam to protect animals from crushing and extreme temperatures while in transit.


To mark a shipment properly according to federal laws, labeling on the outside of the container must adhere to the guidelines of the Lacey Act (written in 1900, amended in 1981). Although that act is supposed to govern only wildlife taken illegally from a place where it is protected and moved across a boundary (like a state line), it’s widely construed as applying to all wildlife shipments within the United States regardless of origin of content. Its labeling provision states that the shipping container(s) must have (1) the name of shipper and the receiver legibly written; (2) the number of specimens and their scientific name(s); and (3) whether the animals are venomous. Labeling an interstate shipment’s contents as “6 Elaphe guttata—nonvenomous” is complying with the Lacey Act fully. We prefer using this precise method because it makes the contents less obvious to people handling it along the way who might be afraid of snakes and thus treat the parcel improperly, or who might steal the animals.

OEBPS/Images/005.jpg





OEBPS/Images/026.jpg





OEBPS/Images/014.jpg





OEBPS/Images/013.jpg





OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 
   
     
	 
    
     
	 
    
     
	 
	 
    
     
	 
    
     
	 
	 
    
     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    
  
   
     
  




OEBPS/Images/012.jpg





OEBPS/Images/012a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/010.jpg





OEBPS/Images/013a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
R B & B

i Corn Snakes

The Comprehensive Owner’s Guide
FROM THE EXPERTS AT ADVANCED VIVARIUM SYSTEMS®

<>

Selecting a Corn Snake * Heating and Lighting
Housing * Feeding and Maintenance * Diseases and Disorders

Kathy Love and Bill Love

THE HERPETOCULTURAL LIBRARY®

. AR T -






OEBPS/Images/009.jpg





OEBPS/Images/pub.jpg





OEBPS/Images/008.jpg





OEBPS/Images/019.jpg





OEBPS/Images/007.jpg





