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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Lucifer is an American fantasy police procedural comedy-drama television series developed by Tom Kapinos that premiered on Fox on January 25, 2016. It features a character created by Neil Gaiman, Sam Kieth, and Mike Dringenberg taken from the comic book series The Sandman, who later became the protagonist of the spin-off comic book series Lucifer written by Mike Carey, both published by DC Comics' Vertigo imprint. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 286 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Gotham is an American crime-drama television series developed by Bruno Heller, based on characters appearing in and published by DC Comics in their Batman franchise, primarily those of James Gordon and Bruce Wayne. The series stars Ben McKenzie as the young Gordon, while Heller executive produces along with Danny Cannon, who also directed the pilot. As originally conceived, the series would have served as a straightforward story of Gordon's early days on the Gotham City police force. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 315 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The death of Edgar Allan Poe on October 7, 1849, has remained mysterious: the circumstances leading up to it are uncertain and the cause of death is disputed. On October 3, he was found delirious on the streets of Baltimore, Maryland, "in great distress, and ... in need of immediate assistance", according to the man who found him, Joseph W. Walker. He was taken to the Washington College Hospital, where he died at 5 a.m. on Sunday, October 7. He was 40 years old. Poe was never coherent enough to explain how he came to be in this condition. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 166 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Steven Universe is an American animated television series created by Rebecca Sugar for Cartoon Network. The series revolves around Steven Universe (voiced by Zach Callison), who protects his hometown of Beach City alongside Garnet (voiced by Estelle), Amethyst (voiced by Michaela Dietz) and Pearl (voiced by Deedee Magno), three magical alien guardians known as the Crystal Gems. The series was renewed for a fourth and fifth season in March 2016. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 65 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Flash is an American action television series developed by Greg Berlanti, Andrew Kreisberg, and Geoff Johns, airing on The CW. It is based on the DC Comics character Barry Allen / Flash, a costumed crimefighter with the power to move at superhuman speeds. It is a spin-off from Arrow, existing in the same fictional universe. The series follows Barry Allen, portrayed by Grant Gustin, a crime scene investigator who gains superhuman speed, which he uses to fight criminals, including others who have also gained superhuman abilities. The Flash was renewed in March 2016 for a third season, which premiered on October 4, 2016. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the series for a fourth season, which is scheduled to debut on October 10, 2017. As of May 23, 2017, 69 episodes of The Flash have aired, concluding the third season. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 221 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Supernatural (season 11)






The eleventh season of Supernatural, an American fantasy horror television series created by Eric Kripke, premiered on October 7, 2015, on The CW and concluded on May 25, 2016. The season consisted of 23 episodes and aired on Wednesdays at 9:00 pm (ET).[1] This is the fourth and final season with Jeremy Carver as showrunner. The season was released on DVD and Blu-ray in region 1 on September 6, 2016.[2] The eleventh season had an average viewership of 1.78 million U.S. viewers.[3]
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	219
	1
	"Out of the Darkness, Into the Fire"
	Robert Singer
	Jeremy Carver
	October 7, 2015
	4X6252
	1.94[4]



	In the aftermath in the season 10 finale, the Darkness being released, Sam and Dean meet a young sheriff's deputy named Jenna who claims people have been going rabid and killing each other. A man whose wife has died has a newborn baby with him but he is infected. He insists on giving the baby to Jenna and the Winchesters, naming her Amara before he dies. Dean is haunted by a vision of The Darkness telling him he set her free and they are now linked into always helping each other. Dean wants to kill the infected and escape with the baby but Sam wants to try and cure them. Sam acts as a diversion allowing Dean and Jenna to escape, though Sam gets infected. Castiel struggles to control himself from inflicting more violence due to Rowena's attack dog spell, and is captured by two angels when he begs for help. Crowley regroups after narrowly escaping Castiel's attempt on his life, hearing that The Darkness has set off ancient alarms in both Heaven and Hell. As Jenna is changing Amara's diaper, she sees the Mark of Cain on her left shoulder.



	220
	2
	"Form and Void"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Andrew Dabb
	October 14, 2015
	4X6253
	1.85[5]



	Dean takes Jenna to her grandmother's home and leaves to help Sam. However, Amara begins levitating her toy blocks and Jenna's religious grandmother calls an exorcist while Jenna calls Dean. Dean arrives to find the "exorcist" to be Crowley who explains that he senses an ancient darkness in the child. At the same time, Jenna visits Amara and then suddenly murders her grandmother. Investigating the noise, Dean finds the Mark of Cain on Amara and remembering it on the woman from his vision, realizes that Amara is the Darkness. Confronting Jenna, Crowley realizes that she is now soulless, Amara having consumed her soul. Dean and Jenna fight before Crowley kills her. Crowley reveals he intends to use Amara for his own purposes, but Dean incapacitates him only to find Amara, now grown into a young girl, gone. Crowley later approaches Amara with people for her to feed on. At the same time, two angels torture Castiel before Hannah saves him. When he asks about the location of the Winchesters, Castiel realizes it was a ruse to get information from him. The other two angels try to hack his mind, but Rowena's spell gives him the strength to break free and fight back. Castiel kills the other two angels, but not before they kill Hannah. An infected Sam works to find a cure to the Darkness' poisoning with little luck. He encounters a Reaper who informs him that him and Dean will be thrown into a void when they die and that he is "unclean in a biblical sense." As a result, Sam researches purifications from the Bible and finds a reference to holy oil. Using holy fire, Sam is able to cure himself and then save the remaining people in the town. Returning to the bunker, he and Dean find Castiel begging for help.



	221
	3
	"The Bad Seed"
	Jensen Ackles
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 21, 2015
	4X6251
	1.59[6]



	Sam and Dean search for Rowena to cure Castiel as well as begin to try to find Metatron before the other angels do, for information on The Darkness. A demon tries to kill Rowena while she is attempting and failing to recruit witches for her Mega Coven, leading the Winchesters to her. Though they take the Codex from her she has hidden The Book of the Damned. Castiel loses control as the attack dog spell takes him over and goes rogue. While searching for him Rowena reveals the deal Sam made with her to kill Crowley if she removed the Mark of Cain from Dean, though Dean understands. Dean saves a woman from Castiel and is attacked by the angel. Rowena restores Castiel to normal and escapes. A low level demon and angel commiserate at a bar that the leaders of Heaven and Hell don't appear to be doing anything about The Darkness. Meanwhile Crowley is raising Amara and even he is unnerved by her power. Amara doesn't seem interested in a world of pure evil but she feeds on enough demons to make herself a teenager and demands Crowley bring her more.



	222
	4
	"Baby"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Robbie Thompson
	October 28, 2015
	4X6254
	2.04[7]



	Seen entirely in and around the Impala: Sam and Dean head for a case where a sheriff's deputy was killed. Sam has a dream where someone or something appears to him as a younger John Winchester, telling him he and Dean have to stop The Darkness and: "God helps those who help themselves." Sam thinks this and his other vision from when he was infected mean God is helping them, though Dean is skeptical. Sam is attacked while trying to talk to the victim's wife while Dean is attacked by the replacement sheriff's deputy and finds out shooting it with silver and beheading it doesn't kill it. A call from Castiel explains it is a Nachzehrer, a ghoul and vampire-like creature. The wife wakes up and has been turned, kidnapping Dean in the car. She explains she killed her husband for not joining them and the new deputy is the alpha. The alpha is restored and explains he is scared of The Darkness so he is building an army. He will turn Sam, who is walking into a trap, and then they will eat Dean. Dean gets free and shoves copper pennies down the alpha's throat and decapitates him with the Impala's door, killing him and returning his victims to normal humans. Both bruised Winchesters agree to stop The Darkness after they heal, driving off in the battered Impala.



	223
	5
	"Thin Lizzie"
	Rashaad Ernesto Green
	Nancy Won
	November 4, 2015
	4X6255
	1.64[8]



	A young couple is killed in a hotel that used to be the home of Lizzie Borden. Sam and Dean quickly find all the paranormal signs in the hotel are fakes for the tourists. However, one of the hotel owners is killed, along with a man miles away from the hotel who is found by Sidney, the babysitter of his son Jordie. The wife Dawn has an unemotional reaction to her husband's death. Dean meets Len (Jared Gertner) a Lizzie Borden fan who says he saw a girl named Amara wandering outside the hotel a few nights ago and he hasn't felt normal since he met her. Dean realizes Amara ate Len's soul. Suspecting Dawn to be soulless as well, the Winchesters find her and her lover dead in a house with Jordie tied up. Sidney captures the Winchesters explaining she also met Amara, who said she wanted to help Sidney. Sidney has felt blissful ever since her soul was taken, Amara helping her not care about her abusive childhood. Sidney killed her enemies and Jordie's parents for being abusive and plans to offer the Winchesters to Amara as a gift. Len saves the Winchesters by killing Sidney. Len can feel himself turning darker the longer he is without a soul so he turns himself in for all the murders to stop himself. The Winchesters send Jordie to an aunt and are concerned about Amara growing stronger. Amara watches them as they leave promising to see Dean soon.



	224
	6
	"Our Little World"
	John Showalter
	Robert Berens
	November 11, 2015
	4X6256
	1.70[9]



	Amara eats the soul of a teenager named Goldie and ages slightly upward again. Crowley grounds Amara for sneaking out to eat and tries to convince her that he can be a father and teacher for her, while having her soulless victims killed to keep her a secret. Dean and Sam are still in the area and are called in once Len is killed in jail. Goldie is arrested and the Winchesters capture the assassin meant for her. After killing him, they track Crowley and Amara to an abandoned asylum to kill Amara. Sam fights off several demons while avoiding killing most of them to try and save the human hosts; he also has another vision. Crowley prepares to kill Dean but Amara stops him, declaring she doesn't need him and tortures Crowley into letting Dean go. Amara knows Dean won't kill her because of their link and says she'll soon be strong enough to exact her revenge on God. Meanwhile, Castiel sees Metatron on television and tracks him down, taking the demon tablet. Metatron is stuck as a human and films tragedies to sell to the media for money. Sensing a rage within Castiel, Metatron constantly mocks him, hoping to be killed since he hates being human. Castiel resists this, and gets Metatron to reveal that in order to make the world, God had to sacrifice His sister, The Darkness. Castiel deems Metatron harmless and lets him leave, to the Winchesters' shock. Dean lies and says Amara overpowered him. Sam is horrified to realize his visions are of The Cage where Michael and Lucifer are locked inside.



	225
	7
	"Plush"
	Tim Andrew
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	November 18, 2015
	4X6257
	1.66[10]



	After a man is murdered by someone in a bunny mask that won't come off, Sheriff Donna Hanscum calls in the Winchesters for help. After learning that the killer suddenly changed after putting the mask on, they come to believe it is a cursed object. Donna's deputy Doug is forced to kill the young man to save Donna and she and the Winchesters burn the mask and believe it to be over. However, a young woman in a jester mascot outfit brutally attacks the local football coach before being stopped by the school quarterback. After the quarterback tells them that the room suddenly got cold, the Winchesters realize they are dealing with a ghost who is possessing the various costumes and those who wear them. Using rock salt, they are able to free the latest possession victim, who tells them that the costume had recently been donated to the school. The Winchesters and Donna learn that the costumes belonged to a children's performer named Chester Johnson and after his suicide, his sister donated all of his costumes. Realizing Chester is the ghost, Donna and Doug collect all of the costumes and burn them while Dean talks to the first victim's widow and learns that Chester supposedly molested the children of the two victims. At the same time, Sam is unable to stop Chester from possessing another innocent victim and using him to finish off the coach. Chester's sister Rita explains that after she was confronted with the accusations of child molestation, she worried about her own son and helped the two men get to Chester to scare him. In doing so, Chester was accidentally killed and now wants revenge. Possessing Rita's son through the last costume, Chester attacks but Dean is able to remove the costume and Sam burns it, destroying Chester. At the same time, Sam prays to God for guidance on his visions and explains to Dean he thinks that they mean he has to return to Lucifer's Cage and that the answer to The Darkness may be there.



	226
	8
	"Just My Imagination"
	Richard Speight, Jr.[image: External link]
	Jenny Klein
	December 2, 2015
	4X6258
	2.00[11]



	A little girl's imaginary friend, Sparkle the unicorn-man, is killed. Sam is shocked to wake up and see his own childhood imaginary friend Sully (Nate Torrence) is real. Sully explains he and Sparkle are Zână who appear to lonely children to cheer them up. Sully had done so for Sam when he wasn't allowed to go on hunts with John and Dean. Sully thought Sam wanted to be something other then a hunter and encouraged him to run away. However, John changed his mind and allowed Sam to join them so Sam rejects Sully as fake and Sully leaves hurt. Sully allows Sam and Dean to see his kind to help catch the killer, but a mermaid imaginary friend is also killed. A third one is stabbed but survives and contacts Sully for help. While Dean tracks the killer, Sam apologizes to Sully and explains his fear of returning to Lucifer's Cage. Sully forgives him and says even heroes can be scared, but they are the only ones brave enough to do what needs to be done. The killer captures Dean, and is revealed to be a young woman named Reese. Reese and her twin sister Audrey were Sully's next children after Sam, but Audrey was killed by a car while playing tag in the street with Sully. Reese read the folklore and paid a witch for the ability to see Zână and a blade that can kill Sully's kind as revenge. Sully offers to die if that is what Reese needs, though the brothers talk her out of killing him. Sully agrees to check in on Reese and wishes Sam luck. Sam admits to Dean he thinks he has to go to the Cage. Dean says there must be another way, but has no idea what that could be.



	227
	9
	"O Brother Where Art Thou?"
	Robert Singer
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	December 9, 2015
	4X6259
	1.90[12]



	A fully grown Amara kills religious preachers in a park and a church as attempts to get God's attention, dismissing religion as manipulation. Finally convincing Dean following the visions are their only choice, Sam and Dean approach Crowley for a way to communicate with Lucifer in The Cage. Crowley has Rowena captured to read from the Book of the Damned for this purpose and they form a tense alliance. Alone, Dean investigates the church deaths and senses Amara. She transports him away to talk, claiming she only wants to hurt God who supposedly exiled her because she might be better at making creations. She claims that she would rule the world to give everyone bliss like Dean feels with her. After Dean's attempt to stab her fails, Amara kisses Dean saying they are meant to be together ever since he freed her. A low level angel rallies all the angels in Heaven against Amara. He and two others go to arrest her, saying if she resists the combined might of every angel will kill her. Amara kills the three angels and sends Dean back to safety as the sky opens up and strikes her. The others proceed with the plan and Rowena wards The Cage while Sam speaks with Lucifer. Lucifer says The Darkness is equal to God in raw power and offers help if Sam agrees to be his vessel again. Sam refuses as the warding fails to Crowley's shock, though Rowena remains calm. Sam is pulled into The Cage where Lucifer reveals the release of The Darkness weakened The Cage and he's been the one sending Sam's visions and that God was never helping them.



	228
	10
	"The Devil in the Details"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Andrew Dabb
	January 20, 2016
	4X6260
	1.83[13]



	Lucifer recently approached Rowena in a dream, promising her rewards if she helps him get to Sam. Dean searches for Sam and is sent by Crowley to Billie the Reaper who Sam had encountered recently. Billie lets Dean into Hell with a "witch collar" that allows Crowley to control Rowena. Castiel and a low level angel search to see if Amara survived while the angel points out Castiel is more expendable than the Winchesters. Amara survived and kills the other angel, then sends Castiel to Billie with a threat carved into his chest, though the effort of that does appear to weaken her. Meanwhile Lucifer says Sam has gone soft. Last time he fought him, he sacrificed himself to save the world. In recent years Sam and Dean only want to save each other regardless of the cost. Lucifer says making a sacrifice and being his vessel is the only way to stop The Darkness, since God is gone, Gabriel and Raphael are dead, and Michael has supposedly gone insane while imprisoned. Sam refuses, not believing its guaranteed Lucifer would win against Amara and even if it was, he'd then destroy the world himself. Lucifer pulls Dean and Castiel into The Cage and beats all three of them, though Rowena's spell seems to work to send him away. The brothers agree to find another way to stop Amara while Castiel hangs back. Castiel, having said yes at the last second to be Lucifer's vessel, goes to confront Crowley and Rowena. Lucifer makes sure Rowena is the only one who could open The Cage again and kills her, then saying he wants to talk to Crowley.



	229
	11
	"Into the Mystic"
	John Badham
	Robbie Thompson
	January 27, 2016
	4X6261
	1.88[14]



	Thirty years ago in Ireland, a man is killed after hearing a strange noise and being attacked. His wife banishes the creature but also dies, leaving only their baby alive. In the present day Sam and Dean investigate a case in a retirement home where one of the residents died in a similar manner. A resident named Mildred sees the creature commit its second kill of the building manager. The brothers realize the creature is a Banshee, driving its victims insane with its voice before feeding on their brains. Sam is briefly captured by a deaf woman posing as a housekeeper, Eileen. Eileen was the baby who was raised by a hunter after her parents died, her grandfather was a Men of Letters. The banshee's screams also destroyed Eileen's hearing. Posing as Castiel, Lucifer searches the bunker for a way to kill Amara and Dean admits his connection to her but asks to keep it a secret from Sam. "Castiel" agrees saying maybe they can use this to draw Amara out. Assuming Mildred is the next target, the Winchesters and Eileen protect her but are caught off guard when the banshee targets Dean. Mildred and Eileen are able to kill it. Eileen continues hunting while Mildred assumes Dean is attracted to someone out there. Later, Sam admits how Lucifer taunted him and apologizes for not looking for Dean while he was in Purgatory. Dean had forgiven him a long time ago. Sam is able to rest soundly, but Dean is still tormented by his thoughts.



	230
	12
	"Don't You Forget About Me"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Nancy Won
	February 3, 2016
	4X6262
	1.87[15]



	Sam and Dean are called in by Claire Novak, now living with Sheriff Jody Mills and Alex, saying she has a case. However, Jody says Claire has attacked innocent people in a series of false alarms and is ignoring college, devoting everything to hunting. Meanwhile Alex is doing well in high school with a jock boyfriend Henry. Claire claims the disappearances of three local people must be a case. Both Winchesters caution her at diving too fast into hunting and say she should be more appreciative of Jody. Alex's favorite teacher is killed and hung up the flag pole. Realizing the case is real, the Winchesters learn the school janitor is a vampire, who kidnaps Jody and Claire. Henry is also a vampire and takes Alex. The janitor is named Rich, he was a trucker who had tried to help Alex while she was still bait for the vampire nest. Rich was turned and then killed his own wife. Rich tracked Alex down, but seeing her misery, he turned Henry and sent him to be her boyfriend to make her happy and then kill her new family of Jody and Claire. Rich and Henry had been feeding on the missing people, Henry killed the teacher as the first step to hurt Alex. The Winchesters bust in, Claire distracts Rich, allowing Dean to behead him, while Sam lets Claire and Alex kill Henry. The girls show more appreciation to Jody for protecting them, while Claire still wants to be a hunter and Alex wants to focus on her studies for a normal life. The Winchesters leave them as a newly united family.



	231
	13
	"Love Hurts"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	February 10, 2016
	4X6263
	1.83[16]



	In Hudson, Ohio, a babysitter named Stacey is having an affair with her married boss Dan. Stacey's heart is ripped out while looking after his baby alone. Dan admits the affair to Dean and shows him nanny-cam footage that reveals "Dan" killed Stacey. The brothers think it's a shapeshifter but then "Stacey" kills Dan in his office. Dan's wife Melissa knew about the affair but wanted to work things out. Her hairdresser Sonya claimed to be a white witch and gave Melissa a love spell to make Dan fall for her again. The spell is actually a curse, transferred by kissing and is working its way back to the spell-caster, Melissa. "Dan" tries to kill her but Dean kisses her, making the spell target him. Breaking into Sonya's barber shop, the brothers learn the spell summons a Qareen, which has a heart separate from its body and kills while appearing as its victim's greatest desire. Sam investigates upstairs and is captured by Sonya while Dean is attacked in the basement by "Amara". Dean is able to fight back since the Qareen is not really her. Sonya explains she uses the curse to punish cheating men and the stupid women who still love them. Melissa distracts Sonya, allowing Sam to kill her and stab the Qareen's heart, destroying it. Dean admits to Sam that he desires Amara when he is around her and doesn't think he can kill her even though he wants to. Sam promises he will kill Amara for both of them.



	232
	14
	"The Vessel"
	John Badham
	Robert Berens
	February 17, 2016
	4X6264
	1.98[17]



	In Occupied France in 1943, a Woman of Letters named Delphine Seydoux kills a Nazi general and steals a powerful artifact from him. In the present, Sam discovers that the artifact is a Hand of God and possibly has the power to destroy Amara. Sam and Dean call upon Castiel for information, not knowing he is possessed by Lucifer who has regained control of Hell but lacks the power to defeat Amara. As the Bluefin, the submarine carrying the Hand of God to America sank, Dean has Lucifer transport him into the past to before the sinking, but special warding keeps Lucifer out. Dean locates Delphine and manages to convince her of his mission, but a German destroyer attacks the Bluefin, commanded by the German general who is a member of the Thule Society. In the present, Sam finds a spell that will allow "Castiel" to remove the warding and offers to use his soul to power it. Lucifer reveals himself and nearly kills Sam, but Castiel manages to regain control long enough to stop him and inform Sam of the situation. Unable to defeat the Germans, Delphine unleashes the power of the Hand of God, obliterating the Bluefin and her crew as Lucifer returns Dean to the present. Lucifer reveals himself to Dean and attempts to use the Hand of God, but discovers that its power is expended. As Lucifer is distracted, Sam banishes him with a blood sigil. Dean promises to capture Lucifer and free Castiel who he refuses to believe willingly agreed to possession. Sam informs him that while the wreckage of the Bluefin was never recovered, the German destroyer was found, sunk by the Hand of God, leaving Dean contemplating the sacrifices committed by the Bluefin and her crew.



	233
	15
	"Beyond the Mat"
	Jerry Wanek
	John Bring & Andrew Dabb
	February 24, 2016
	4X6265
	1.85[18]



	After one of their favorite wrestlers apparently commits suicide, Sam and Dean go to pay their respects only for a man at the memorial wrestling show to get murdered with a strange symbol etched into his body. The two quickly figure out that they are dealing with a demon who is collecting souls, but find that none of the wrestlers are possessed. One of the wrestlers, Harley (Mike "The Miz" Mizanin), is kidnapped by one of his fellow wrestlers, Gunner Lawless, who is working for a crossroads demon who is collecting souls to create his own "nest egg" because of the appearance of the Darkness and Lucifer's return. The demon overpowers the Winchesters and orders Lawless to kill Dean. Lawless explains that he had made a deal ten years before and the demon had promised to spare his life if he did its bidding. Dean is able to convince Lawless to help and Lawless frees Dean and kills the demon. Sam and Dean leave Lawless to face the hellhounds at his request. Dean is more determined than ever to stop Lucifer and Amara and to save Castiel. At the same time, Lucifer searches for another Hand of God with no luck. Crowley escapes with the help of another demon and leads her to where he has stashed the Rod of Aaron. The demon turns out to be working for Lucifer, but Crowley expends the Rod's power trying to kill Lucifer and is forced to flee.



	234
	16
	"Safe House"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Robbie Thompson
	March 23, 2016
	4X6266
	1.69[19]



	In Grand Rapids, Michigan, a mother is renovating her house when her daughter's bedroom shows signs of a ghost and the girl falls into a coma with a hand-print on her ankle, and the same thing soon happens to her mother. Sam and Dean investigate, discovering Bobby and Rufus had been to the same house around seven years ago to save a mother and son. Told as parallel stories, Bobby and Rufus already burned the bones of any possible ghost but that doesn't solve the problem. Both pairs realize it is a soul eater, an undead being which takes souls to a nest that exists outside of space and time, resembling the house it haunts, while leaving the human bodies to die. Bobby and Rufus don't know how to kill it so they settle for a trap to seal it, which Bobby had previously used in another home in Tennessee. This same seal was broken during the renovations at the start of the Winchesters case. Sam is able to use information from The Men of Letters to find another seal that will kill it, but someone must also place it in the nest. Both Dean and Bobby are taken into the nest and are soon possessed by the soul eater, attacking their partner in the real world. Sam and Rufus fight them off, defeating the soul eater and saving the mothers and children. Due to the nature of the nest, Bobby and Dean's souls are able to see each other just before they wake up. In the past, Bobby heads off to follow a lead on Lilith, while in the present the brothers go off to finish Bobby's case in Tennessee.



	235
	17
	"Red Meat"
	Nina Lopez-Corrado
	Robert Berens & Andrew Dabb
	March 30, 2016
	4X6267
	1.45[20]



	Sam and Dean investigate a werewolf case that leads to Sam getting shot while rescuing a young couple, Corbin and Michelle. Unknown to anyone, Corbin has been bitten and is slowly transforming into a werewolf himself. As Dean refuses to leave Sam, Corbin suffocates Sam, seemingly killing him in order to force Dean to abandon his brother. Dean is able to get the two to the hospital where he kills himself with a drug overdose in hopes of convincing a Reaper to bring Sam back. Dean is successfully able to draw in the Reaper Billie who refuses to deal and reveals that Sam is still alive. Before she can take him to the Empty, a doctor is able to revive Dean with adrenaline. At the same time, Sam wakes up and discovers the surviving werewolves have arrived. Sam kills the werewolves and calls Dean to warn him about Corbin. Corbin kills a doctor and a deputy before Dean stops him from hurting Michelle. Corbin nearly kills Dean, but Sam arrives in time to kill Corbin and save his brother. The doctors are able to save Sam and determine that when Corbin tried to kill Sam, his body went into shock and he simply appeared dead. Michelle is devastated by Corbin's death while Dean lies to Sam about what he did while he thought his brother was dead.



	236
	18
	"Hell's Angel"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	April 6, 2016
	4X6268
	1.75[21]



	Crowley secures The Horn of Joshua as the next Hand of God to kill Amara. He calls the Winchesters in to discuss terms. He wants Lucifer sealed back in The Cage first, while Sam wants to use Lucifer and the Horn to kill Amara, and Dean wants Castiel freed first. Meanwhile, Lucifer intimidates the angels of Heaven into working with him to stop Amara. Amara is recovering from the angel's attack with the help of Rowena, who was revived by her inner magic after Lucifer broke her neck. Amara sends a vocal attack into Heaven, scaring everyone; including Rowena who reveals herself to Crowley and the brothers to open The Cage again. Baiting Lucifer with the Horn, the brothers and Crowley try to convince Castiel to force Lucifer out, but Castiel refuses and just wants to wait for the battle with Amara. Lucifer breaks free and attacks the Winchesters; Crowley uses the opportunity to escape. Amara arrives and, after Lucifer is unable to hurt her with the Horn, captures him and releases the Winchesters, while Rowena escapes. The Winchesters move past their disagreement about Castiel and try to think of another way, theorizing that since Lucifer had fallen he couldn't use a Hand of God's full power. Amara decides to draw out God by torturing an archangel, making Lucifer/Castiel scream in agony.



	237
	19
	"The Chitters"
	Eduardo Sánchez
	Nancy Won
	April 27, 2016
	4X6269
	1.67[22]



	In 1989, two brothers Jessy and Matty, are fishing in the woods when Matty is abducted by someone with green eyes. In the present, Sam and Dean are called in when the same thing begins happening in the same town. Witnesses report one of the creatures appeared naked while their friend appeared to be shaking and buzzing when they saw them. Speaking with a local, the Winchesters learn of "the Chitters" superstition, where people have orgies in the woods and then disappear. Dean is attacked in the forest but saved by two hunters, Cesar and an adult Jessy. They explain that these monsters, revealed as cicada-like creatures called Bisaan, reappear every 27 years and use human bodies to mate for a few days. The hosts die off once the eggs are laid and the next generation hatches underground to repeat the process. While Cesar and Dean search for the burrow in the woods, Sam and Jessy confront the sheriff from 27 years ago. The sheriff had attacked the burrow but saw his own daughter was turned and was forced to kill her. Wanting to hide what happened, he told Jessy he was just a crazy kid, enraging him. Dean and Cesar find the burrow in a mine and kill the Bisaan, however the current hosts are already dead so they burn down the eggs. After finding Matty's body and giving him a hunter's funeral, Dean considers recruiting Jessy and Cesar to help fight Amara; however he backs off when the two say they want to give up hunting and just live happily as a couple. The Winchesters let them have their peace.



	238
	20
	"Don't Call Me Shurley"
	Robert Singer
	Robbie Thompson
	May 4, 2016
	4X6270
	1.54[23]



	A homeless Metatron scrounges through the garbage for food before being transported to a bar where he meets the author Chuck Shurley. Initially dismissive, Metatron is stunned when Chuck reveals he is God. He wants Metatron to help in editing his autobiography and prefers to be known as Chuck. Meanwhile, the Winchesters investigate a murder-suicide and soon learn it is a stronger version of the infection fog that is making the townspeople go mad. Chuck reveals he's been traveling the world and only wants to talk about things he's done as a human. Metatron's criticism of Chuck's writing gets him to reveal he has some sympathy for Lucifer turning into a villain because of the Mark of Cain and the burden of containing Amara. He likes the Winchesters and constantly brought back Castiel for them, but their quest to destroy the Mark is what freed Amara, so he is done helping them. Since God is Being while Amara is Nothingness, Chuck became lonely and thought by creating things he could convince Amara to be better, but she just destroyed everything. After barely locking her away and seeing all the conflict both humans and angels create, Chuck walked away, letting them sort it out for themselves and sees no point in fighting Amara again. Metatron is disgusted that Chuck has become a coward. While humans may have flaws, they also create beauty, art and love; they are God's greatest creations because they never give up. Chuck is briefly enraged but goes back to writing. As Sam is infected with the fog, Dean is unaffected holds onto him and yells for Amara to stop this. Chuck sings one song at the bar as a shocked Metatron reads the final pages of the autobiography. The fog and infections disappear and all the townspeople, including those who were killed, are restored to life. Dean finds his old amulet in Sam's pocket, glowing and they follow it to the middle of the street where it leads the Winchesters to Chuck. Chuck greets the shocked brothers and tells them they should talk.



	239
	21
	"All in the Family"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	May 11, 2016
	4X6271
	1.75[24]



	After the Winchesters express doubt about him, Chuck transports them back to the Bunker where he brings in the spirit of Kevin Tran (Osric Chau) to vouch for him. Chuck then sends Kevin to his final rest in Heaven. Chuck explains that he had once been much more hands-on with the world, but didn't seem to be making a difference so he left the world to find its own way but has returned to face Amara. At the same time, Amara continues to torture Lucifer and contacts Dean to send a message to God about Lucifer's state. While this is going on, another of Amara's fogs wipes out a whole town but results in a man named Donatello being called as a Prophet. As the Winchesters go to meet with Donatello, Metatron contacts them and reveals that Chuck intends to sacrifice himself to Amara to stop her destruction of the universe. After Dean fails to convince Chuck to stop his plan, the Winchesters team up with Metatron and Donatello to rescue Lucifer. To distract Amara, Dean meets with her and Amara suggests that he give up his humanity and become a part of her instead. Eventually Amara realizes that Dean has betrayed her and departs to stop Lucifer's rescue. Donatello is able to lead Sam and Metatron to Lucifer who agrees to put aside his differences with God to battle Amara. Metatron frees Lucifer and stays behind to hold off Amara when Lucifer can't teleport them out. After Metatron's attack fails, Amara implodes him into nothingness. Amara nearly kills Sam, Lucifer and Donatello, but Chuck teleports them back to the Bunker. There, Lucifer and Chuck greet each other for the first time in millennia before Chuck heals Lucifer's injuries. The Winchesters send Donatello on his way and Dean informs Sam of Amara's plans for him.



	240
	22
	"We Happy Few"
	John Badham
	Robert Berens
	May 18, 2016
	4X6272
	1.59[25]



	Though Lucifer and Chuck are reluctant to work together, Chuck eventually admits Lucifer was his favorite who he thought would be strong enough to bear the Mark of Cain. When that was proven wrong, Chuck was angry at himself, confessing that was part of the reason he banished Lucifer along with protecting humanity. With Michael in no condition to fight and not enough time to revive Raphael and Gabriel- Lucifer/Castiel, Dean and Sam recruit the angels in Heaven, Crowley's forces, and Rowena and a few witches respectively. Despite their bickering they all agree to weaken Amara and allow Chuck to trap her in the Mark. Since both Chuck and Amara are essential to reality, Chuck won't kill her and wants to seal her within the Mark to be carried by Sam this time. Though Dean protests, he eventually agrees. Amara eats Donatello's soul and breaks into the bunker but willingly follows Rowena's trap to find her brother. Though Amara kills the other witches and walks away from both the angels' combined smite and an assault from Crowley and his demons, the combined attacks of everyone weaken her enough that she is prepared to be banished by Chuck. Though she laments how she did love her brother and gets him to admit part of the reason he created things was to rule over them, and he hated how they were equals. When Chuck tries to seal her into Sam she resists; stopping the Winchesters, apparently killing Lucifer and gravely wounding Chuck. Amara warns Chuck is not dead yet because he is going to watch her destroy everything ever created.



	241
	23
	"Alpha and Omega"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Andrew Dabb
	May 25, 2016
	4X6273
	1.84[26]



	Sam and Dean check on Lucifer and Chuck to find Lucifer gone and Castiel back and Chuck fatally injured. As a result of Chuck's injuries, the sun is now dying and the world along with it. Realizing that the only chance for the world to survive is to kill the Darkness along with Chuck, the Winchesters begin gathering ghosts to create a bomb to destroy the Darkness. With the help of Billie the Reaper, they are able to get the needed souls which are inserted into Dean. Chuck sends Dean to Amara who has started to regret her actions and Dean convinces Amara that revenge is not worth it. Amara and Chuck reconcile and Amara heals Chuck of the damage she did to him. The two then leave the Earth, but not before Amara tells Dean she is going to give him what he wants most for helping her and Chuck removes the souls from Dean's body. At the bunker, Castiel is banished by a woman who identifies herself as Lady Antonia Bevell of the London chapter of the Men of Letters. Antonia tells Sam the Men of Letters have sent her to bring Sam in for punishment for his actions and fires her gun, apparently at Sam as he tries to talk her down. Making his way through the woods, Dean finds his resurrected mother.
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 Production




Supernatural was renewed by The CW for an eleventh season on January 11, 2015.[27] Jensen Ackles directed the first-produced episode of the season, titled "The Bad Seed", which was the third-aired episode.[28] Emily Swallow was cast in a recurring role in July 2015, portraying Amara, a femme fatale.[29] The season features a bottle episode, titled "Baby", in which the entire episode takes place inside the Impala.[30] Richard Speight, Jr.[image: External link], who has a recurring role on the series as the Archangel Gabriel, directed the eighth episode of the season.[31] In May 2016, it was announced that Jeremy Carver would be leaving the series, and that Robert Singer and Andrew Dabb would take over the role of showrunner for the twelfth season.[32]
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 Reception




The review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] currently reports an 88% approval rating for Supernatural's eleventh season, with an average rating of 7.6/10 based on 8 reviews.[33]
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 Ratings






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Out of the Darkness, Into the Fire"
	October 7, 2015
	0.9/3
	1.94[4]
	0.6
	1.13
	1.5
	3.07[34]



	2
	"Form and Void"
	October 14, 2015
	0.8/3
	1.85[5]
	N/A
	0.94
	N/A
	2.80[35]



	3
	"The Bad Seed"
	October 21, 2015
	0.6/2
	1.59[6]
	0.5
	0.87
	1.1
	2.46[36]



	4
	"Baby"
	October 28, 2015
	0.8/2
	2.04[7]
	N/A
	0.99
	N/A
	3.12[37]



	5
	"Thin Lizzie"
	November 4, 2015
	0.6/2
	1.64[8]
	0.5
	1.01
	1.1
	2.65[38]



	6
	"Our Little World"
	November 11, 2015
	0.7/2
	1.70[9]
	0.6
	1.06
	1.3
	2.76[39]



	7
	"Plush"
	November 18, 2015
	0.7/3
	1.66[10]
	0.5
	1.02
	1.2
	2.68[40]



	8
	"Just My Imagination"
	December 2, 2015
	0.9/3
	2.00[11]
	N/A
	1.04
	N/A
	3.04[41]



	9
	"O Brother Where Art Thou?"
	December 9, 2015
	0.7/2
	1.90[12]
	0.6
	1.06
	1.3
	2.96[42]



	10
	"The Devil in the Details"
	January 20, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.83[13]
	0.5
	1.02
	1.2
	2.85[43]



	11
	"Into the Mystic"
	January 27, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.88[14]
	0.5
	0.99
	1.2
	2.88[44]



	12
	"Don't You Forget About Me"
	February 3, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.87[15]
	0.5
	0.91
	1.2
	2.77[45]



	13
	"Love Hurts"
	February 10, 2016
	0.8/2
	1.83[16]
	N/A
	1.02
	N/A
	2.85[46]



	14
	"The Vessel"
	February 17, 2016
	0.8/2
	1.98[17]
	N/A
	0.95
	N/A
	2.94[47]



	15
	"Beyond the Mat"
	February 24, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.85[18]
	0.5
	1.00
	1.2
	2.85[48]



	16
	"Safe House"
	March 23, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.69[19]
	0.6
	1.10
	1.2
	2.79[49]



	17
	"Red Meat"
	March 30, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.45[20]
	0.5
	1.05
	1.1
	2.50[50]



	18
	"Hell's Angel"
	April 6, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.75[21]
	0.5
	1.00
	1.2
	2.75[51]



	19
	"The Chitters"
	April 27, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.67[22]
	N/A
	1.00
	N/A
	2.67[52]



	20
	"Don't Call Me Shurley"
	May 4, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.54[23]
	0.6
	1.23
	1.2
	2.77[53]



	21
	"All in the Family"
	May 11, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.75[24]
	N/A
	0.89
	N/A
	2.65[54]



	22
	"We Happy Few"
	May 18, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.59[25]
	0.6
	1.10
	1.2
	2.72[55]



	23
	"Alpha and Omega"
	May 25, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.84[26]
	0.6
	1.15
	1.3
	2.99[56]
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The CW






This article is about the American television network. For the University of Alabama newspaper, see The Crimson White[image: External link]. For other uses, see CW (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The CW Television Network (commonly referred to as just The CW) is an American English language[image: External link] broadcast[image: External link] television network that is operated by The CW Network, LLC, a limited liability[image: External link] joint venture[1] between CBS Corporation[image: External link], the former owners of the United Paramount Network ( UPN[image: External link]), and the Warner Bros. Entertainment[image: External link] division of Time Warner[image: External link], former majority owner of The WB Television Network[image: External link]. The "CW" name is an acronym[image: External link] derived from the first letters of the names of its two parent corporations (CBS and Warner Bros.).

The network made its debut on September 18, 2006, after its two predecessors, UPN and The WB, respectively ceased independent operations on September 15 and 17 of that year. The CW's first two nights of programming – on September 18 and 19, 2006 – consisted of reruns and launch-related specials[image: External link]. The CW marked its formal launch date on September 20, 2006, with the two-hour premiere of the seventh cycle[image: External link] of America's Next Top Model[image: External link]. As of 2008, the network's programming lineup was intended to appeal mainly to women between the ages of 18 and 34,[4] although starting in 2011 the network increased in programming that appeal to men.[5] The network currently runs programming six days a week: airing Monday through Fridays in the afternoon[image: External link] and in prime time, along with a Saturday morning live-action educational programming[image: External link] block produced by Litton Entertainment[image: External link] called One Magnificent Morning[image: External link].

The CW is also available in Canada on cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] and IPTV[image: External link] providers through stations owned-and-operated[image: External link] by CBS Corporation and affiliates[image: External link] that are located within proximity to the Canada–United States border[image: External link] (whose broadcasts of CW shows are subject to simultaneous substitution[image: External link] laws imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link], if a Canadian network holds the broadcast rights); it is also available through two affiliates owned by Tribune Media[image: External link] that are classified in that country as superstations[image: External link] – New York City affiliate WPIX[image: External link] and Los Angeles affiliate KTLA[image: External link].

The CW is also available in Mexico through affiliates located near the Mexico–U.S. border[image: External link] (such as KFMB-DT2[image: External link]/San Diego[image: External link]- Tijuana[image: External link], KECY-DT3[image: External link] in El Centro, California[image: External link], KVIA-DT2[image: External link] in El Paso[image: External link], and KCWT-CD[image: External link] with simulcasters KFXV-LD2[image: External link] and KNVO-DT4[image: External link] in McAllen[image: External link]–Brownsville, Texas[image: External link]) on pay television providers. In both countries, some CW affiliates are receivable over-the-air in border areas depending on the station's signal coverage[image: External link].
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 1993–2006: Origins




Main articles: The WB[image: External link] and UPN[image: External link]


The CW Television Network is a successor to The WB[image: External link] and the United Paramount Network ( UPN[image: External link]), both of which launched within one week of each other in January 1995, with the former making its debut first on January 11 and the latter premiering five days later on January 16.[6]

UPN and The WB both began just as the Fox[image: External link] network had started to secure a foothold with American television audiences. The two networks launched to limited fanfare and generally mediocre to poor results. However, over the subsequent 11 1⁄2 seasons, both were able to air several series that became quite popular (such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link], Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link], 7th Heaven[image: External link], Dawson's Creek[image: External link] and Charmed[image: External link]). Towards the end of their first decade on the air, The WB and UPN were in decline, unable to reach the audience share or have the effect that Fox had gained within its first decade, much less that of the Big Three[image: External link] networks ( ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]). In the eleven years that UPN and The WB were in operation, the two networks lost a combined $2 billion.[7] Incidentally, Chris-Craft Industries, Viacom and Time Warner officials had discussed a possible merger of UPN and The WB as early as September 1995, only nine months after their respective launches; however, discussions ultimately broke down over issues on how to combine Chris-Craft and Tribune Broadcasting[image: External link]'s station interests in the proposal to merge the networks, since the two companies' station portfolios overlapped with one another in several major markets[8] than facing questionable futures as separate networks.

Executives from CBS and Time Warner announced on January 24, 2006,[9] that they would respectively shut down UPN and The WB, and combine resources to form a new broadcast network, to be known as The CW Television Network, that would – at the outset – feature programming from both of its predecessors-to-be as well as new content developed specifically for the new network.[10][11] CBS chairman Leslie Moonves[image: External link] explained that the name of the new network was formed from the first letters of CBS and Warner Bros, joking, "We couldn't call it the WC[image: External link] for obvious reasons." Although some executives reportedly disliked the new name, Moonves stated in March 2006[12] that there was "zero chance" the name would change, citing research claiming 48% of the target demographic were already aware of the CW name.

In May 2006, The CW announced that it would pick up a combined thirteen programs from its two predecessors to air as part of the network's inaugural fall schedule: seven series held over from The WB (7th Heaven, Beauty and the Geek[image: External link], Gilmore Girls[image: External link], One Tree Hill[image: External link], Reba[image: External link], Smallville[image: External link] and Supernatural) and six held over from UPN (America's Next Top Model[image: External link], Veronica Mars[image: External link], Everybody Hates Chris[image: External link], Girlfriends[image: External link], All of Us[image: External link] and WWE SmackDown[image: External link]). Upon the network's launch, The CW chose to use the scheduling model utilized by The WB due in part to the fact that it had a more extensive base programming schedule than UPN, allowing for a larger total of weekly programming hours for the new network to fill. (The WB carried 30 hours of programming each week because of its having a children's program block and a daytime lineup that UPN did not offer; UPN was primarily a prime time-only network with 12 weekly hours of network programming at the time of the network's shutdown).[13]
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 2006–2011: Beginnings




Like both UPN and The WB, The CW targets its programming towards younger audiences. CBS and Time Warner hoped that combining their networks' schedules and affiliate lineups would strengthen The CW into a fifth "major" broadcast network. One week before the network's official launch, on September 11, 2006, a new, full version of the network website, www.cwtv.com[image: External link], was launched[image: External link]; the website began to feature more in-depth information about The CW's shows.

The CW launched with a premiere special/launch party from the CBS[image: External link]-produced Entertainment Tonight[image: External link] at Warner Bros. Studios[image: External link] in Burbank[image: External link], California on September 18, 2006, after a repeat of the tenth-season finale of 7th Heaven;[14] the same schedule was repeated on September 19, with the sixth-season finale of Gilmore Girls airing in the second hour of prime time.[15] The network continued to air season finales from the previous season through the remainder of the first week, except for America's Next Top Model and WWE SmackDown, which respectively began their new seasons on September 20 and 22, with two-hour premieres. When Top Model made its network premiere on September 20, 2006, The CW scored a 3.4 rating/5 share (with hourly ratings of 3.1/5 and 3.6/6; The CW placed fifth overall) in the Nielsen household ratings. It scored a 2.6 rating among Adults 18–49, finishing fourth in that age demographic and beating the 2.2 rating earned by Fox on that night. The network's second week consisted of season and series premieres for all of its other series from September 25 to October 1, with the exception of Veronica Mars, which debuted its third season on October 3.[16]

Despite having several of the most popular programs carried over from UPN and The WB as part of its schedule, The CW – even though it experienced some success with newer programs that launched in subsequent seasons which became modest hits – largely struggled to gain an audience foothold throughout its first five years on the air. Because of declining viewership for the network during the 2007–08 season and effects from the Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], the network announced on March 4, 2008, that it would eliminate its comedy department (dismissing executive vice president of comedy Kim Fleary, and senior vice president of comedy Steve Veisel), while also combining its drama and current programming departments into a single scripted programming unit. The corporate restructuring – which also included the elimination of certain positions, other newly opened positions being left unfilled, layoffs from the Kids' WB unit (as the block was set to be replaced by The CW4Kids[image: External link] on May 24), and the elimination and transfer of marketing positions at The CW Plus[image: External link] to the network's marketing department – resulted in the layoffs of around 25 to 30 employees.[17][18]

On May 9, 2008, The CW announced that it would lease its Sunday lineup (then running from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time[image: External link])[19][20] to production company Media Rights Capital (MRC). As Sundays have historically been a low-rated night for the network during its first two seasons on the air (due to stiff competition from CBS, ABC and Fox's strong Sunday lineups, and complicated further by NBC's acquisition of Sunday Night Football[image: External link] in September 2006, shortly before The CW debuted), the move allowed The CW to concentrate on its Monday through Saturday prime time schedule, while giving MRC the right to develop and schedule programs of its own choosing and reap advertising revenue generated by the lineup. The Sunday series that were scheduled – two reality series ( 4Real[image: External link] and In Harm's Way[image: External link]) and two scripted series (romantic dramedy Valentine[image: External link] and drama Easy Money[image: External link]) – performed poorly in the ratings (averaging only 1.04 million viewers[21]), prompting The CW to scrap its agreement with MRC and program Sunday nights on its own starting on November 30, 2008. With no first-run programming available to run on Sundays as a backup, the network added reruns of The Drew Carey Show[image: External link] and Jericho[image: External link], and movies to replace the MRC-produced programs.[22]

One of the shows carried over to the network from UPN, WWE Friday Night SmackDown[image: External link], ended its run on The CW after the September 26, 2008, episode due to negotiations ending between the WWE[image: External link] and The CW on renewing the program. Representatives for The CW later confirmed that it had chosen not to continue carrying SmackDown because the network had redefined its target audience as exclusively females 18 to 34 years old,[7] whereas Smackdown targeted a predominately male audience – although it continued to air some shows that targeted male viewers afterward, such as Smallville and Supernatural. Following Smackdown's move to MyNetworkTV[image: External link] that same season, the Fox[image: External link]-owned network (which launched the same month as The CW's debut, albeit two weeks earlier, on September 5, 2006) began beating The CW in the Friday ratings every week from that program's debut on the network, though The CW continued to beat MyNetworkTV overall.[23] SmackDown would eventually leave broadcast television altogether in October 2010, when the program moved to the Syfy[image: External link] cable channel before moving to USA Network[image: External link] in 2016 as part of WWE[image: External link]'s plan to consolidate all of its programming airing on NBCUniversal[image: External link] networks to USA Network.

The CW has generally struggled in the Nielsen ratings since its inception, primarily placing fifth in all statistics tabulated by Nielsen[image: External link] (total audience viewership and demographic ratings). On several occasions, The CW has even been outrated by Spanish language network Univision[image: External link]. This had led to speculation within the industry (including a May 16, 2008 article in The Wall Street Journal[image: External link][7]) that CBS, Time Warner or both companies could abandon the venture if ratings did not improve. However, The CW's fortunes were buoyed in the 2008–09 and 2009–10 television seasons thanks to increased ratings among females in the 18–34 demographic and the buzz that some of its newer series (such as Gossip Girl[image: External link], 90210[image: External link] and The Vampire Diaries[image: External link]) had generated with audiences. Executives with CBS Corporation and Time Warner also emphasized their commitment to the network.[24]

On May 5, 2009, The CW announced that it would give the five hours of network time on Sundays back to its affiliated stations that fall, effectively becoming a weeknight-only network in prime time, in addition to The CW Daytime and The CW4Kids blocks (the latter block, airing on Saturday mornings, would remain the only weekend programming supplied by the network).[25][26] This, in turn, resulted in the discontinuance of the Sunday late afternoon repeat block that The CW inherited from The WB (formerly branded by that network as "EasyView") through its use of the predecessor network's scheduling model. Subsequently, in mid-May, 65% of The CW's affiliates, including those carrying The CW Plus, signed agreements to continue to air the replacement MGM[image: External link] Showcase movie package on Sundays, which was offered as a traditional syndicated film package meant for The CW's former prime time slot on that night.[27]
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 2011–2012: New leadership




On April 28, 2011, Mark Pedowitz[image: External link] was appointed by the network to succeed original president of entertainment Dawn Ostroff[image: External link]; Pedowitz assumed broader responsibilities in The CW's business operations than Ostroff had, as the network's first president.[28] As president of entertainment, Ostroff oversaw entertainment operations while John Maatta, the network's chief operating officer, handled business affairs; both reported to a board composed of CBS and Warner Bros. executives. Maatta began reporting to Pedowitz as a result of the latter's appointment as network president.[28]

Pedowitz revealed that the core target demographic of the network would not change, though The CW would attempt to lure new viewers. Pedowitz began looking to bring comedies back to The CW after former president, Dawn Ostroff, publicly declared that the difficulty of developing comedies for its target demographic as the reason for their removal from the network following the 2008–09 season[image: External link] (with Everybody Hates Chris, and The Game[image: External link] – a spin-off of Girlfriends – becoming the last comedies to be cancelled).[29] The network also ordered more episodes of its original series and ran them consecutively through the first week of December, starting on September 12, without repeats.[30] In July 2012, Pedowitz no longer referred to the target demographic of The CW as women 18-34, but rather that it would now be an "18-34 adult network".[5]
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 2012–present: Breakthrough




The CW began to experience more success with the introduction of action-superhero series Arrow[image: External link] (based on DC Comics[image: External link]' Green Arrow[image: External link] franchise), which received favorable reviews from critics and became a hit with audiences when it premiered in September 2012. As evidence of the network's refocusing toward a more inclusive audience, Arrow not only premiered to some of the highest viewership totals in the network's history (the third highest overall as of 2015, behind the series premieres of The Vampire Diaries and The Flash), it also gave the network its strongest performance in the demographic of males 18-34 since Smallville ended its run in May 2011. Around this time, the network introduced an image campaign under the "TV Now" slogan, in part to emphasize the availability of CW content across television, computer and mobile platforms.[31]

The CW continued to build momentum in subsequent seasons. The network finally found success with its summer programming in 2013, with the revival of the U.S. version of the improv comedy series Whose Line Is It Anyway?[image: External link], which later became part of the network's fall-to-spring schedule; this was subsequently followed in 2014 by the strong performance of midseason[image: External link] sci-fi drama The 100[image: External link]. On November 21, 2013, The CW beat NBC for the first time in the key demographic of Adults 18-49 for a single calendar night.[32]

On April 28, 2014, CBS and The CW announced that they would begin jointly coordinating advertising sales.[33] The two networks will continue to set pricing for commercials independently of one another, but the sales teams now coordinate and share resources in research and other areas to develop strategies that bring value to advertising. Rob Tuck, executive vice president of sales for The CW, would continue to report to Mark Pedowitz, but with added direction from CBS' president of sales, Jo Ann Ross.

On October 14, 2014, The CW announced that John Maatta would step down as its executive vice president.[34] Maatta is the longest serving executive of The CW, having transitioned from his post as Chief Operating Officer at The WB; Maatta also holds the distinction of being the first employee hired by The WB, after that network's co-founder Jamie Kellner[image: External link]. Company-wide cutbacks at Time Warner resulted in the Warner Bros. Entertainment division instituting several layoffs and the elimination of executive positions at The CW in November 2014. One of these positions belonged to senior vice president of alternative programming Kristen Connolly Vadas,[35] one of two alternative programming executives at The CW, who had been in charge of the network's unscripted projects since 2008.

The 2014–15 season saw the premieres of three critically acclaimed shows that also earned strong ratings: Arrow spin-off The Flash[image: External link], the freshman comedy-drama Jane the Virgin[image: External link] (loosely adapted from the Venezuelan telenovela Juana la Virgen[image: External link]), and freshman offbeat crime dramedy iZombie[image: External link] (a loose adaptation based on DC's Vertigo[image: External link] comic book series of the same name[image: External link]). The Flash surpassed The Vampire Dairies as the highest-rated premiere in the network's history and became the most watched show on the network. Jane the Virgin, meanwhile, earned some of the highest critical praise of any series during the 2014–15 television season, and during its first season, became the first CW series ever to have been nominated for and win a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] (with lead actress Gina Rodriguez[image: External link] winning the Golden Globe for "Best Actress in a Comedy or Variety Series"). iZombie, which premiered as a mid-season replacement[image: External link], earned both strong ratings (at one point becoming the third highest-rated show on The CW) and critical acclaim. Overall, the network ended the 2014–15 season posting its highest average total viewership in a single television season since 2007–08 with 2.15 million viewers, a 12% increase in total viewership year-to-year; The CW also posted its highest seasonal demographic ratings among males ages 18–49 with a 0.8 share.[36] The network's Summer 2015 schedule also saw the debut of Significant Mother[image: External link], the first original half-hour sitcom to air on The CW since 2009 (other scripted half-hour comedies have aired on the network since that time, consisting of imported series acquired by The CW through distribution deals with Canadian and British producers).

The 2015–16 season saw two shows that receive similar success: the freshman musical comedy-drama Crazy Ex-Girlfriend[image: External link] and the Arrow/Flash spin-off DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link]. Crazy Ex-Girlfriend became one of the most critically acclaimed shows of the season and became the second show on the network to be nominated and win a Golden Globe Award (with actress Rachel Bloom[image: External link] win a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Comedy or Variety Series); DC's Legends of Tomorrow, meanwhile, earned high ratings for the network and became the most watched show on the network's Thursday night block in two years. On the other hand, Containment[image: External link] was cancelled following mixed reviews and falling ratings (although the series had been promoted as being a limited series).[37]

The 2016–17 season saw mixed fortunes with CBS transplant Supergirl[image: External link] providing a boost to the lineup, while freshmen series Frequency[image: External link] and No Tomorrow[image: External link] failed to live up to ratings expectations and were canceled.[38][39] Critically acclaimed freshman series Riverdale[image: External link] fared better, securing a renewal despite modest ratings.[40]
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 Programming




Main article: List of programs broadcast by The CW[image: External link]


As of September 2015, The CW currently provides 20 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week, over the course of six days. The network provides ten hours of prime time programming to its owned-and-operated and affiliated stations on Monday through Fridays from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time. Outside of prime time, an hour of daytime programming is also offered Monday through Fridays from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. in all time zones, in the form of talk show The Robert Irvine Show[image: External link] (though a few affiliates – such as WPIX[image: External link] in New York City, WPWR-TV[image: External link] in Chicago, KDAF[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link]-Fort Worth[image: External link], KPXJ[image: External link] in Shreveport[image: External link] and WCCB[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link] – carry the show earlier in the afternoon); while weekend programming consists solely of a five-hour educational programming[image: External link] block called "One Magnificent Morning[image: External link]" (which airs as part of the CW schedule through a time-lease agreement with Litton Entertainment[image: External link]) on Saturday mornings from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in all time zones.

The weekday daytime hour provided by the network and the Litton-produced Saturday morning block (the latter of which is subject to scheduling variances similar to the weekday hour in some markets, such as in Atlanta[image: External link] and San Diego[image: External link]) are designed to be tape delayed[image: External link] and are therefore recommended to air in the same time slot in all time zones, though both are broadcast one hour earlier on affiliates of The CW Plus in the Central[image: External link], Mountain[image: External link] and Alaska Time Zones[image: External link]. In Guam[image: External link], CW Plus affiliate KTKB-LD[image: External link] in Hagåtña[image: External link] airs the CW schedule day and date on a one-day tape delay from its initial broadcast because of the time difference between Guam and the continental United States[image: External link] as the island is on the west side of the International Date Line[image: External link]. As of 2017, Supernatural (which originally aired on The WB) is the only CW series carried over from either of the network's respective predecessors that continues to be broadcast on the network.

The CW formerly aired short segments during commercial breaks within certain episodes of its programs known as "Content Wraps" – a play on the network's name – in order to advertise one company's product during part or the entirety of a commercial break. The entertainment magazine series CW Now[image: External link] was inspired in part by the success of the Content Wraps as it was intended to be a series with product placement[image: External link];[41] the program was cancelled in 2008, after a single 23-episode season. For the 2006–07 season, The CW reached an agreement with American Eagle Outfitters[image: External link] to incorporate tie-ins with the company's aerie[image: External link] clothing line as part of the Content Wrap concept within the network's Tuesday night schedule, which included subjects in the commercials commenting on plot points in each of the shows.[42] The agreement was cut down to regular advertising in February 2007, after a fan backlash by viewers of both shows and general criticism of the campaign.[43]
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 Children's programming




Main articles: Kids' WB[image: External link], Toonzai[image: External link], Vortexx[image: External link], and One Magnificent Morning[image: External link]


On September 23, 2006, the Kids' WB[image: External link] children's programming block – which originated on The WB in September 1995 and continued to be produced by Warner Bros. Television[image: External link] – was carried over to The CW as part of its inaugural programming lineup; although the network on which it originated ceased operations the week before, the "Kids' WB" branding was retained for the block. On October 2, 2007, through a joint decision between corporate parents Warner Bros. Television and CBS Corporation, The CW announced that it would discontinue the Kids' WB block due to competition from cable channels aimed at the demographic (such as Cartoon Network[image: External link], which carried many series shared with the block and vice versa, Nickelodeon[image: External link] and Disney Channel[image: External link]), as well as the effects of children's advertising limits, and would sell the programming rights to the network's Saturday morning block to 4Kids Entertainment[image: External link] (which at the time of the announcement, had produced a competing children's programming block, 4Kids TV[image: External link], for Fox[image: External link]).[44] Kids' WB ended its run on May 17, 2008 (though some CW affiliates that delayed the block to Sundays, such as Atlanta[image: External link] O&O WUPA[image: External link], aired the block for the last time on May 18).

The following week on May 24, 2008, 4Kids took over responsibility for The CW's Saturday morning children's lineup, with the debut of a new block called The CW4Kids[image: External link]. The block's lineup initially consisted mostly of programs carried over from Kids' WB, before eventually adding 4Kids-produced shows such as Chaotic[image: External link] as well as new seasons of Yu-Gi-Oh![image: External link] and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link].[45] The block was rebranded into Toonzai[image: External link] on August 14, 2010 (though The CW4Kids name was retained as a sub-brand to fulfill branding obligations that the network had to comply with per 4Kids Entertainment's contract to lease The CW's Saturday morning timeslots); Toonzai ended its run on August 18, 2012.

On July 3, 2012, Saban Brands[image: External link] and Kidsco Media Ventures, affiliates of Saban Capital Group[image: External link], entered into an agreement to program the five-hour Saturday morning time slot with a new action-adventure and comedy programming block for The CW.[46][47] TheCW4Kids/Toonzai was replaced by Vortexx[image: External link] on August 25, 2012, featuring programs such as Power Rangers Lost Galaxy[image: External link] and WWE Saturday Morning Slam[image: External link], the latter of which marked the return of WWE programming to the network since WWE Smackdown moved to MyNetworkTV in 2008.[48]

On June 5, 2014, The CW announced an agreement with Litton Entertainment[image: External link] to program a block of live-action series designed to comply with the FCC's educational programming[image: External link] guidelines. Vortexx (which was the last remaining non-educational children's block on the major U.S. broadcast networks) was replaced by One Magnificent Morning[image: External link] on October 4, 2014, effectively ending forever the nearly 60-year history of cartoons on Saturday morning television.[49][50] The block features a mix of wildlife and lifestyle-themed programs, similar in vein to those featured on the Litton-produced blocks aired by ABC[image: External link] and CW sister network CBS[image: External link] (one of its initial programs, Expedition Wild, was moved over to "One Magnificent Morning" from the ABC block; while one of the CW block's early entries, Rock the Park, moved to "Litton's Weekend Adventure" after one season).[51][52] On January 7, 2016, The CW and Litton announced a five-year renewal for the block, extending it through the 2020–21 broadcast season.[53]
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 Differences between The CW and the "Big Four" networks
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 Network programming and scheduling




The CW airs its prime time programming for only two hours on Monday through Friday evenings, compared to the three hours on Monday through Saturdays and four hours on Sunday nights programmed by the three longest-established networks, ABC, CBS and NBC. This "common prime" scheduling (which was originated by Fox when it launched its prime time schedule in April 1987, and later adopted by CW predecessors The WB and UPN when they launched in January 1995) allows the option for affiliates to air either a local newscast, syndicated programming or both during the 10:00–11:00 p.m. (Eastern and Pacific Time) time period. As with The WB and UPN, The CW does not run network programming on Saturday nights – even though it maintains a syndicated children's program block on Saturday mornings – allowing affiliates to run syndicated programs, sports, movies or network programs that were preempted from earlier in the week because of special programming carried by the station, in the 8:00–10:00 p.m. (Eastern and Pacific) time period (MyNetworkTV also does not carry any weekend prime time programming, having turned network time on Saturday evenings over to its affiliates in March 2007[54]).

The CW is also tied with NBC (if its morning news program Today[image: External link] is not counted) for the fewest daytime hours programmed by any of the major broadcast networks, running only one hour of programming each weekday afternoon (compared to 4 1⁄2 daytime hours on CBS and three hours on ABC). The CW, unlike the "Big Four" broadcast networks, also does not air any national newscasts[image: External link], network-supplied sports or late-night programming[image: External link].

Because of these factors, The CW's affiliates handle the responsibility of programming non-network time periods, with the majority of its stations filling those slots mainly with syndicated programming. However, some of the network's affiliates broadcast their own local news and/or sports programs (either produced by the station itself or through outsourcing agreements with an affiliate of another network). Many affiliates also carry telecasts of basketball[image: External link], football[image: External link] and in some cases, other collegiate sporting events (such as baseball[image: External link] or hockey[image: External link]) that are produced by syndicators such as American Sports Network[image: External link] and Raycom Sports[image: External link], while a few (mainly those owned by Tribune Broadcasting, such as former Chicago affiliate WGN-TV) carry games from local teams of major professional sports leagues such as Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the NBA[image: External link].
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 Affiliate distribution




Like its predecessors UPN and by technicality, The WB (as none of Tribune Broadcasting's WB stations were considered to be O&Os since Time Warner held majority ownership of that network), The CW does not have owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] in any of the three largest U.S. television markets – New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago. The network's largest owned-and-operated station is CBS-owned WPSG[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link], which also became UPN's largest O&O after Chris-Craft Industries (which sold most of its UPN stations, including its affiliates in New York City[image: External link] and Los Angeles[image: External link], to Fox Television Stations[image: External link] in 2001[55]) had its ownership stake in that network acquired by Viacom in March 2000[56][57] (neither UPN nor the DuMont Television Network[image: External link] had an O&O in Chicago at all; a similar situation arose with DuMont's O&O in Los Angeles, present-day CW affiliate KTLA[image: External link] – which had disaffiliated from the network in 1948 shortly after the FCC ruled that it and WDTV in Pittsburgh[image: External link] (now KDKA-TV[image: External link], a CW corporate cousin through CBS Corporation), to be O&Os through their then-owner Paramount Pictures[image: External link]' voting stock interest in DuMont).

Because Tribune Broadcasting does not maintain an ownership stake in The CW, its stations in the two respective top markets (WPIX and KTLA) are actually affiliates[image: External link] of the network; CBS Corporation owns secondary stations – both independents[image: External link] – in two of the three markets, KCAL-TV[image: External link] in Los Angeles and WLNY-TV[image: External link] in the New York City market (however, while KCAL was owned by CBS at the network's launch, WLNY was not acquired by CBS until 2011; neither station carries CW programming, though, because of the network's affiliation deals with Tribune-owned stations in those markets, and in the latter case, WLNY's over-the-air signal does not serve the entire New York City market – resulting in most residents in the metropolitan area receiving the station mainly through cable or satellite – due to being licensed to the Long Island[image: External link] community of Riverhead[image: External link], restricting its transmitter from being located more than 15 miles (24 km) from its city of license[image: External link] under FCC[image: External link] regulations). Unlike with The WB and UPN (the latter network's founding owners, Chris-Craft and Viacom, both had their own station groups that formed UPN's core stations at its launch), only one of The CW's co-owners – CBS Corporation – maintains ownership of the network's owned-and-operated stations (Time Warner does not have a station group of its own, although its Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] division does own Atlanta independent station WPCH-TV[image: External link], which does not carry CW programming because of the network's affiliation with CBS-owned WUPA).
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 Digital multicasting and cable television




Unlike the other major networks, The CW distributes its programming in small and certain mid-sized markets throughout the United States (generally those ranked among the bottom 110 Nielsen[image: External link] media markets[image: External link]) through The CW Plus[image: External link], a separate national feed that is carried on a mixture of full-power and low-power stations[image: External link] in some markets, and cable-only outlets and digital subchannel[image: External link] affiliations on major network stations in markets that do not have enough commercial stations to support a standalone CW affiliate (several of The CW Plus's digital subchannel outlets originally operated as cable-only affiliates at the network's launch). The service offers its own master schedule of syndicated and brokered programming[image: External link] acquired by the network (including some feature films and infomercials[image: External link]) during non-network programming hours, although some CW Plus affiliates may also run local newscasts produced by a major network affiliate.

CW predecessor The WB previously had two cable-only affiliate outlets: WGN America[image: External link], the national superstation[image: External link] feed of WGN-TV at the time, from January 1995 to October 1999[58][59] and network-operated The WB 100+ Station Group[image: External link] (the direct predecessor to The CW Plus), which was formed in September 1998 and had several of its cable-only outlets join The CW Plus at the CW network's launch. Not all of the network's cable-only affiliates were CW Plus outlets, WT05[image: External link] in Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] offered its own schedule of syndicated programs during non-network hours that was programmed by its then-owner Block Communications[image: External link], which also operates that market's major cable provider Buckeye CableSystem[image: External link] (WT05 now exists as "CW13," having been converted into a digital subchannel of Gray Television[image: External link]-owned ABC affiliate WTVG[image: External link] in October 2014). Though The CW is the only network with a station group that includes cable-only outlets, it is actually one of only three networks that have had cable-only stations within its affiliate body (MyNetworkTV currently has WNFM-TV[image: External link] in Fort Myers, Florida[image: External link], while ABC formerly had a cable-only affiliate in Winchester, Virginia[image: External link]-based TV3 Winchester[image: External link] until Gray shut the channel down in December 2013).
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 News programming




The CW does not produce any national news content, while the majority of its affiliates do not have their own news operations. As of April 2017, the network currently has only seven affiliates that produce their own local news programming, most of which were carry-overs from previous affiliations: WPIX in New York City and KTLA in Los Angeles started their news departments as independent stations and/or during early affiliations with other networks including DuMont; WCCB[image: External link] in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link][60] started its news operation as a Fox affiliate; WISH-TV[image: External link] in Indianapolis[image: External link][61] (which became a CW affiliate on January 1, 2015) started its news operation as an ABC affiliate before affiliating with CBS in 1956; and KDAF[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link], KIAH[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link] and WSFL-TV[image: External link] in Miami use non-traditional formats (in the form of a newsreel[image: External link]-style program known as NewsFix). KTLA has the largest number of weekly hours devoted to local news programming of any CW affiliate with 66½ hours each week.

Four other CW-affiliated stations maintained in-house news operations, but have since disaffiliated from the network or discontinued in-house production:


	WGN-TV in Chicago has maintained a news department since it launched as a CBS affiliate in 1948; the station – which, along with sister stations KTLA and WPIX, transitioned into a news-intensive outlet during its tenure with The CW – retains a news-heavy format after disaffiliating from the network in September 2016;

	Under Tribune Broadcasting ownership, WLVI[image: External link] in Boston[image: External link] produced an in-house 10:00 p.m. newscast, which was replaced in December 2006 with one produced by then-NBC affiliate (now independent) WHDH[image: External link], after Tribune sold WLVI to that station's longtime owner Sunbeam Television[image: External link];

	
XETV-TDT[image: External link] in Tijuana[image: External link], Baja California[image: External link], Mexico (serving the San Diego[image: External link] market) retained the news department it launched in 1999 as a Fox affiliate when it joined The CW in August 2008; XETV's news department shut down on March 31, 2017, following the earlier announcement that the CW affiliation in San Diego would move to a subchannel of CBS affiliate KFMB-TV[image: External link];[62]


	In April 2012, KCWI-TV[image: External link] in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link] broadcast a morning news and talk program, which transitioned from an in-house production to a production of ABC affiliate WOI-DT[image: External link] on April 11, 2016, as a result of Nexstar Broadcasting's acquisition of KCWI.[63]




News programming on CW affiliates – if the station carries any – is often outsourced to another major network affiliate in the market, especially if they are operated as part of a duopoly[image: External link] or management agreement[image: External link], such as Tribune's respective CW-Fox duopolies of KWGN-TV[image: External link]/ KDVR[image: External link] in Denver[image: External link] and KPLR-TV[image: External link]/ KTVI[image: External link] in St. Louis[image: External link] (the Fox stations in both duopolies – KDVR and KTVI – were formerly owned by Local TV[image: External link], with Tribune-owned KWGN and KPLR respectively consolidating with those stations through local marketing agreements formed as part of a wider partnership involving Local TV, which Tribune bought outright in 2013);[64] Evansville[image: External link], Indiana affiliate WTVW[image: External link] (which joined The CW in January 2013) and ABC affiliate WEHT[image: External link] (a virtual duopoly formed through Nexstar Broadcasting Group[image: External link]'s 2011 purchase of WEHT and trade of WTVW to partner group Mission Broadcasting[image: External link]);[65] and the CW-CBS O&O duopoly of KMAX-TV[image: External link]/ KOVR[image: External link] in Sacramento[image: External link] (the former of which has produced a morning newscast since it was a UPN station, and – despite the two becoming a duopoly in 2005 – has remained separate from a competing program on KOVR, which produces a late-evening newscast for KMAX).

The scheduling of news programming on The CW's affiliates often mirrors that of Fox stations, with morning newscasts (designed to compete with the national morning shows on ABC, CBS and NBC within the 7:00–9:00 a.m. timeslot; in duopolies, these are typically an extension of a sister station's morning newscast) and a prime time newscast within the 10:00–11:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific (9:00–10:00 p.m. Central/Mountain) time slot. Rarely (but more common on the few major-market CW affiliates with in-house news departments), they may also include midday and/or early evening newscasts.
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 Stations




Main articles: List of The CW Television Network affiliates (table)[image: External link], List of The CW Television Network affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], The CW Plus[image: External link], and CBS Television Stations[image: External link]


As of March 2015, The CW has eight owned-and-operated stations, and current and pending affiliation agreements with 201 additional television stations encompassing 46 states, the District of Columbia and three U.S. possessions.[66][67][68] Counting only conventional CW affiliates and over-the-air affiliates of The CW Plus, the network has a combined national reach of 98.83% of all households in the United States (or 308,824,309 Americans with at least one television set); this makes The CW the largest U.S. broadcast network by population reach percentage. As of January 2016, four U.S. states (Delaware, New Hampshire, New Jersey and Vermont) lack a locally licensed CW affiliate, largely due to a lack of a need for a local affiliate as those states are located within the broadcast ranges of stations in nearby states. Delaware is served by Philadelphia O&O WPSG and Salisbury, Maryland[image: External link] affiliate WMDT-DT2[image: External link], while New Hampshire and Vermont are each served by four CW stations based in surrounding states (including Boston affiliate WLVI[image: External link]). New Jersey is served by WPSG and New York City affiliate WPIX.

As a newer broadcast network, The CW maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog[image: External link] or digital[image: External link]) in a few markets, such as Reno, Nevada[image: External link] ( KRNS-CD[image: External link]) and Boise, Idaho[image: External link] ( KYUU-LD[image: External link]). In some markets, including both of those mentioned, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station. The CW also maintains a sizeable number of subchannel-only affiliations, the majority of which are with stations in cities located outside of the 50 largest Nielsen-designated markets and receive the network's programming via The CW Plus; the largest subchannel-only CW affiliate by market size, as of May 31, 2017, is KFMB-TV DT2[image: External link] in San Diego, California[image: External link].

Currently, the Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link] is the largest operator of CW stations by numerical total, owning or providing services to 24 CW-affiliated stations, nine subchannel-only affiliates and one cable-only affiliate, covering 17% of all U.S. television markets; Tribune Broadcasting is the largest operator of CW stations in terms of overall market reach, owning or providing services to thirteen CW stations (including its three largest affiliates in New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago), covering 28% of the U.S.[69]
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 Overview




On the day of the network launch announcement, The CW immediately announced it had reached ten-year affiliation agreements with Tribune Broadcasting and CBS Television Stations. Tribune originally committed 16 stations that were previously affiliated with The WB (including its flagship[image: External link] broadcast stations WGN-TV in Chicago, KTLA in Los Angeles and WPIX in New York City; another committed station, KSWB-TV[image: External link] in San Diego[image: External link], joined Fox in August 2008, and two others, WLVI-TV[image: External link] in Boston and WCWN[image: External link] in Albany, New York[image: External link] were respectively sold by Tribune to Sunbeam Television and Freedom Communications[image: External link] shortly after the network launched), while CBS committed 11 of its UPN stations (including WKBD[image: External link] in Detroit, WPSG in Philadelphia, KBHK-TV (now KBCW[image: External link]) in San Francisco and WUPA in Atlanta). These stations combined to reach 48% of all television households in the United States. Both companies also owned several UPN and WB-affiliated stations that did not join The CW in overlapping markets (such as Seattle[image: External link], Philadelphia and Dallas[image: External link]). As part of its affiliation agreement with the network, the Tribune Company agreed to divest its ownership interest in The WB (a move it made partly to avoid shouldering shutdown costs for The WB)[70] and did not acquire an equity stake in The CW.

The network stated that it would eventually reach 95% of all U.S. television households. In markets where separate affiliates of both UPN and The WB operated, only one station became a CW affiliate. Executives were on record as preferring the "strongest" stations among The WB and UPN's existing affiliates. As one example, the new network's first affiliate outside the core group of Tribune and CBS-owned stations, WJZY[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link] (which was later acquired by Fox Television Stations and converted into a Fox O&O in July 2013), was tied with Atlanta O&O WUPA as UPN's fifth highest-rated station. In most cases, it was obvious where the new network would affiliate; there were only a few markets (such as Philadelphia, Miami–Fort Lauderdale[image: External link], Boston, Charlotte and Atlanta) where the WB and UPN affiliates were both relatively strong in terms of local overall viewership. For example, one of the earliest affiliates to be announced outside the core group, WKCF[image: External link] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], had not only been The WB's highest-rated affiliate for the virtual entirety of that network's run, but had also been the fourth highest-rated television station in Central Florida[image: External link].

Nearly all of The CW's affiliates were formerly affiliated with UPN or The WB, with very few having been independent stations or affiliates of other networks prior to joining the network; a notable exception was Las Vegas[image: External link] affiliate KVCW[image: External link], which had been a fairly successful independent before joining The CW. Although it was generally understood that The CW was a merger of UPN and The WB, the new network's creation was not structured as a merger in the legal sense. Rather, it was one new network launching at the same time that two others shut down, although it did assume certain programming content, operations and management from its predecessors. As such, The CW was not obligated by existing affiliations with The WB and UPN; it had to negotiate from scratch with individual stations. As a result, in several markets, the CW affiliation is on a local station different from either the former WB and UPN stations (for example, the CW affiliation in Las Vegas ended up on KVCW, instead of former WB affiliate KVMY[image: External link] or now-defunct former UPN affiliate KTUD-CA[image: External link]). The network has also affiliated with some digital subchannels[image: External link], usually those launched by a local Big Four[image: External link] affiliate as a new service, in several other markets – especially if fewer than six commercial television stations existed at the time of affiliation, requiring The CW to carry its programming on a subchannel by default (for example, The CW opted to affiliate with a subchannel of WKRC-TV in Cincinnati – which has only five commercial full-power stations – instead of former WB affiliate WSTR-TV[image: External link], which instead became an affiliate of MyNetworkTV).

Because of the availability of "instant duopoly" digital subchannels that will likely be easily available on cable and satellite, and the overall lack of a need to settle for a secondary affiliation with shows aired in problematic timeslots that would subject the timeshifted programs to lower average viewership in certain markets, both The CW and MyNetworkTV launched with far greater national coverage than that enjoyed by UPN and The WB when they both launched in January 1995. UPN, for several years, had affiliation gaps in the top 30 markets, and by 2005 managed to cover only 86% of the country. This resulted in secondary affiliations with other networks and the resulting diluted ratings when programs were shown out of their intended timeslots, or the lack of the program airing at all (a problem experienced by many fans of the Star Trek[image: External link] franchise with Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link] and Star Trek: Enterprise[image: External link]).
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 Launch repercussions




Further information: 2006 United States broadcast TV realignment[image: External link]


The announcement of The CW caused the largest single shakeup in U.S. broadcast television since the affiliation alliance between Fox and New World Communications[image: External link] in 1994 (as well as a separate alliance with Burnham Broadcasting that began a year later) and the subsequent launches of UPN and The WB the following year. While The CW's debut affected more markets, it likely did not cause the same degree of viewer confusion, as no affiliates of the four major networks dropped those affiliations to join The CW (some "Big Four" affiliations did change at this time, but for unrelated reasons). The WB and UPN were the first major television networks to shut down since the collapse of the DuMont Television Network in August 1955, although other small broadcast television networks have also ceased operations over the years.

It became clear that Fox Television Stations, which purchased several UPN-affiliated stations from that network's former co-owner Chris-Craft Industries in 2002, would be affected. Its UPN affiliates in five major markets (New York City[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Houston[image: External link]) did not receive affiliations with The CW, due to the agreement with Tribune, and Fox made it clear it would not even seek carriage of the network for its UPN stations in four other markets. All network logos and references were quickly removed from Fox's UPN stations. Shortly thereafter, Fox parent News Corporation[image: External link] (which spun off its American media and entertainment properties into 21st Century Fox[image: External link] as part of the company's July 2013 corporate separation) announced that it would launch MyNetworkTV, a programming service meant to fill the two nightly prime time hours that UPN would vacate on the network's Fox-owned affiliates after The CW launched. Fox also offered the service to stations owned by other broadcasting groups.[71][72][73]

In markets where The WB and UPN were carried on separate stations, one of the two local outlets was left out in the merger; most of the stations that did not join The CW had signed affiliation agreements with MyNetworkTV instead, while others elected to become independent stations. Some stations (mainly digital subchannels, some cable channels that were formerly part of The WB 100+ Station Group, and struggling low-power stations) which did not affiliate with either network opted instead to shut down permanently.
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 Affiliate issues
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 Problems with Time Warner Cable




Some Time Warner Cable[image: External link] subscribers around the country were unable to watch CW programming when the network debuted, as stations in several markets were not able to reach carriage deals with the provider to distribute the local affiliates. In markets like Charleston[image: External link], South Carolina; El Paso[image: External link], Texas; Honolulu[image: External link], Hawaii; Palm Springs[image: External link], California; Beaumont[image: External link]; Waco[image: External link] and Corpus Christi[image: External link], Texas, where The CW is broadcast on a digital subchannel of one of the market's major network affiliates, there were unsuccessful attempts in getting Time Warner Cable to carry the subchannel affiliates[74] (CW co-parent Time Warner had owned Time Warner Cable until it spun off[image: External link] the provider into a separate company in 2009).

Some affiliates eventually signed carriage deals with Time Warner Cable, but not all of the CW affiliates received carriage on the provider's basic cable tiers (for example, Syracuse, New York[image: External link] affiliate WSTQ-LP[image: External link] can only be viewed on digital cable[image: External link] channel 266 in the Ithaca[image: External link] market).[75] Currently, the largest market without a known affiliate is the Johnstown[image: External link]– Altoona[image: External link] market, whose closest CW station is CBS-owned WPCW-TV[image: External link]/ Pittsburgh[image: External link], which is carried on TWC's Johnstown and Altoona area systems; WPCW was originally targeted to serve that area before it refocused its programming toward the Pittsburgh market in the late 1990s.

On February 2, 2007, Beaumont, Texas[image: External link] CBS station KFDM[image: External link] made its CW-affiliated subchannel available to Time Warner Cable customers in the market on channel 10. On April 20, 2007, ABC affiliate KVIA-TV[image: External link] in El Paso, Texas began broadcasting its CW-affiliated subchannel on Time Warner Cable channel 13.[76] On April 21, 2007, KCWQ-LP[image: External link] made its broadcast debut on channel 5 on Time Warner Cable in the Palm Springs area.[77]
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 Pappas Telecasting bankruptcy




One of the network's major affiliate groups, Pappas Telecasting Companies[image: External link], filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy[image: External link] for thirteen of its television stations on May 10, 2008. Within the petition, Pappas specifically cited the network's low ratings and lackluster performance as one of many complications that had forced it to make the filing.[78] Several of the stations have since been sold either in business transactions with representatives involved in Pappas's bankruptcy proceedings or via station auction processes as the company winds down operations.

Although Pappas had originally stated that none of its stations would be affected at all by the closing, two stations owned by the company that were formerly affiliated with The CW have ceased operations. On May 29, 2008, Yakima, Washington[image: External link] affiliate KCWK[image: External link] (which served the south-central portion of that state) shut down and the station's offices were closed, leaving that area without locally based CW programming and forcing cable and satellite providers to carry Los Angeles affiliate KTLA in order to provide the network's programming to their subscribers. The situation was resolved in April 2009, when Fisher Communications[image: External link] announced that its CBS affiliates in the area, KIMA-TV[image: External link] and satellite station KEPR-TV[image: External link], would carry the network through digital subchannel affiliations.

Subsequently, WLGA[image: External link] in Columbus, Georgia[image: External link] lost its CW affiliation in April 2009 to a subchannel of NBC affiliate WLTZ[image: External link] because of the network's concerns about Pappas' financial state;[79] WLGA ultimately ceased operations in June 2010 as it was unable to compete in the market as an independent station; it later resumed operations in August 2012, as an affiliate of WeatherNation TV[image: External link] (it is now an Antenna TV[image: External link] affiliate).
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 Marianas Media bankruptcy




Marianas Media signed on KTKB-LD in Hagåtña, Guam[image: External link] as a CW affiliate on April 20, 2009, becoming the U.S. territory's fifth commercial television outlet. However, competition from other stations in the island combined with financial problems at Marianas, which was running the station under a local marketing agreement with the troubled KM Communications Inc.[image: External link],[80] forced the station off the air on March 31, 2011. The station resumed operations the following year.
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 Tribune's relations with The CW and their de-emphasis of the network's brand




While Tribune Media[image: External link] has solid affiliation deals with The CW on several of its stations, it also maintains a strong affiliation alliance with Fox. But with new management and ownership taking over Tribune in 2008, it was apparent that the company would switch one of its CW-affiliated stations to Fox (at least those in markets without a Fox owned-and-operated station or a former O&O that was acquired by Local TV, which Tribune later acquired in 2013[81]), adding to more questions surrounding The CW's future. In a March 2008 seminar by Tribune's then-chairman and CEO Sam Zell[image: External link], it was revealed that the company's San Diego outlet KSWB-TV would switch its affiliation from The CW to Fox that August, with KSWB assuming the Fox affiliation from XETV-TV[image: External link], which had been a Fox charter affiliate since that network's October 1986 inception. XETV (which is licensed to Tijuana[image: External link], Baja California[image: External link], Mexico under the ownership of Grupo Televisa[image: External link] but whose U.S. operations are programmed by Bay City Television[image: External link]) was not informed of Zell's deal until it was made public.[82]

After the news broke, XETV planned on suing to prevent the switch on the grounds that it would violate an affiliation contract that XETV had with Fox that was not set to expire until 2010. However, on July 2, 2008, XETV announced that it would join The CW on August 1 (the same day that KSWB became a Fox affiliate) and rebrand as "San Diego 6".[83] Though twelve of Tribune's thirteen other CW-affiliated stations have remained with the network, all of them began to de-emphasize the network from their branding (e.g., "CW 11") in favor of one with a stronger local identity. On-air branding that excised the CW name began being implemented by the stations in July 2008, either on-air (in the case of KWGN-TV) or through their websites (as part of a redesign for all of the Tribune stations' websites).[84] Some of these stations eventually began reincorporating the CW branding starting in 2011, such as KDAF/Dallas, KIAH/Houston and KRCW-TV[image: External link]/Portland, Oregon[image: External link].

Tribune Company president and CEO Peter Liguori[image: External link] said in a May 2014 discussion at the MoffettNathanson Media & Communications Summit that he was "not pleased with where the CW is [in regards to its ratings performance]," stating that the network "should not program to [young] people who don't watch [conventional] television." Liguori also stated that he would consider collaborating with the network in regards to improving its programming slate, possibly by incorporating programs from the company's Tribune Studios unit (a production division which launched shortly after Liguori was appointed president of Tribune in November 2013) onto the network, as well as having Tribune play a larger role in The CW's management.[85]

Speaking at Goldman Sachs[image: External link]' 23rd Annual Communacopia Conference in September 2014, Les Moonves acknowledged that Tribune had been looking for more input in how the network is programmed and noted that Liguori is a former programmer (having previously served in executive roles at Fox, FX[image: External link] and Discovery Communications[image: External link]), saying that "[Liguori] would like to participate. He has some good ideas. He's part of our team. Will there be some change in how the CW is structured going forward? I don't know." Moonves went on to reiterate that Tribune is "a very important part of [CBS'] future" (considering that Tribune had recently acquired the CBS affiliation for its Indianapolis station and then-CW affiliate WTTV[image: External link], following disagreements between CBS and longtime affiliate WISH-TV, which would eventually take over the CW affiliation in January 2015, over reverse compensation[image: External link] demands by the network).[86]

In an October 2014 interview with Broadcasting & Cable[image: External link], Liguori appeared to reverse course on his previous statements and spoke of Tribune's support of the network. Liguori said in a statement, "We are very encouraged by the recent uptick in The CW['s] ratings and the positive critical response to the new primetime lineup. In particular, [CW CEO Mark Pedowitz] has put in place a programming strategy that will help the network appeal to a wider, more inclusive audience, which is important for our stations across the country. We were glad to support the launch of the new shows through editorial and promotional initiatives, and we look forward to more continued collaboration to build upon this momentum."[87]

In January 2016, The CW and Tribune began negotiations on a new affiliation deal, as the original 10-year agreement signed at the network's inception was approaching its end. Complicating matters was the desire by The CW's parent companies, CBS and Warner Bros., to stream the network's programming as a standalone pay OTT[image: External link] service. The impasse in negotiations resulted in a months-long standoff between the two groups.[88]

On May 23, 2016, The CW and Tribune announced they had come to a new affiliation agreement. As part of the deal, Tribune's Chicago flagship WGN-TV[image: External link] would leave the network and revert to being an independent station after nearly 21 years of being affiliated with The CW and its predecessor network, The WB. A major factor in this decision is WGN-TV's large use of local sports programming, which led to many pre-emptions of the CW while WGN-TV has had to move as many as 30 games a year to another local station in Chicago.[89] The CW affiliation moved to WPWR-TV[image: External link], a Fox Television Stations[image: External link]-owned MyNetworkTV[image: External link] station.[90]
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 Roberts Broadcasting bankruptcy




Roberts Broadcasting[image: External link] filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link] on October 7, 2011; the company cited the loss of the UPN affiliations on its stations in St. Louis ( WRBU[image: External link]), Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link] ( WZRB[image: External link]) and Jackson, Mississippi[image: External link] ( WRBJ-TV[image: External link]) when that network shut down in favor of The CW in 2006, as much of UPN's programming consisted of minority-targeted programs that Roberts felt were compatible with their stations' target audiences (though the stations have since recovered from this setback; additionally, its station in Evansville, Indiana[image: External link], WAZE-TV[image: External link], had instead affiliated with The WB prior to 2006, as it was owned by South Central Communications[image: External link] until February 2007). The company had also been hit with lawsuits from Warner Bros. Television, Twentieth Television[image: External link] and CBS Television Distribution[image: External link] over its failure to pay fees for syndicated programming; Roberts eventually settled with Twentieth but lost the Warner Bros. and CBS cases.[91][92]

On March 24, 2011, the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) canceled WAZE's license for Roberts' failure to construct its digital transmitter facilities.[93] However, the station continued to broadcast via its three-station analog translator[image: External link] network.

On February 20, 2012, Roberts Broadcasting announced that it was exploring the possibility of selling one or all four of its television stations in order to raise enough cash to pay off its creditors.[94] On October 22, 2012, Roberts announced that it had sold WRBJ to the Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link];[95] the deal was approved by a bankruptcy court on January 17, 2013,[96] with TBN officially taking over operational control of WRBJ five months later on May 24[97] (The CW would return to the Jackson market on the second digital subchannel of CBS affiliate WJTV[image: External link] in September 2013). On January 3, 2013, the repeater network of WAZE ceased operations; later that month on January 28, independent station WTVW hurriedly joined The CW, in order to maintain the network in the Evansville area.[98]

On December 2, 2013, Roberts filed to sell WZRB to Radiant Light Ministries, a subsidiary of Tri-State Christian Television[image: External link], for $2 million.[99] On December 4, Roberts also filed to sell WRBU to TCT for $5.5 million.[100] However, on December 11, the United States bankruptcy court[image: External link] gave initial approval for a plan by Roberts's creditors to instead transfer WRBU, WZRB and the WAZE repeaters to a trust with Ion Media Networks[image: External link] (a creditor in Roberts's chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings) as its beneficiary, with Roberts' attorney subsequently stating that Ion would purchase the stations for $7.75 million.[101][102] Roberts had earlier proposed an alternate plan that would have had only the WAZE repeaters be transferred to the trust, which would have allowed the sale of WRBU and WZRB to TCT.[101] The CW affiliation in Columbia moved to WKTC[image: External link] (with MyNetworkTV, which the station had already been affiliated with, being relegated to a secondary affiliation) in March 2014,[103] after temporarily remaining on WZRB after its conversion into an Ion Television O&O the previous month.
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 Station standardization




When The CW launched in September 2006, the network began branding most of its affiliates using a combination of "CW" or "The CW", and at the affiliate's choice, either the station's channel number (for example, Nashville[image: External link] affiliate WNAB[image: External link] is branded as "CW58" and Seattle O&O KSTW[image: External link] brands as "CW11") or the name of the city or region it serves. Examples of the latter include Philadelphia O&O WPSG (known as "The CW Philly 57" as an homage to its prior branding as an independent station), WLVI (known at launch as "Boston's CW", though it rebranded to "CW56" after being sold to Sunbeam Television), WUPA (known as "CW Atlanta" at launch, but is now known as "CW69"), Waco, Texas[image: External link] subchannel affiliate KWTX-DT2[image: External link] (known as "CW Texas") and KVCW (branded as "CW Las Vegas"). Some stations also use the call sign/either within the station logo, in on-air identification or both; examples include WNLO[image: External link]/Buffalo, New York[image: External link], WWHO[image: External link]/Columbus, Ohio[image: External link] and WBNX[image: External link]/ Cleveland[image: External link].

In Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link], KXVO[image: External link] uses the dual brandings of "CW15" and "Omaha's CW". In Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link], KHON-DT2[image: External link] was originally branded as "Hawaii's CW 93" (the "93" refers to the subchannel's cable channel position on Oceanic Time Warner Cable), before it was shortened to "Hawaii's CW" in September 2014. The branding once used by WKRC-DT2/Cincinnati, Ohio was "CinCW", a portmanteau[image: External link] with the common nickname for the city, "Cincy" (it now brands as "The CW Cincinnati"). With the exceptions of WXCW[image: External link]/Fort Myers and (to a somewhat lesser extent) XETV/San Diego, all CW affiliates not owned by Tribune usually brand themselves using a version of the network logo. Mobile, Alabama[image: External link] CW affiliate WBPG, then known as "The Gulf Coast's CW" changed its call letters to WFNA[image: External link] in December 2009 and used a similar approach around their new call letters, before becoming known as "CW 55" in September 2012 and adopting a style reflective of The CW's branding techniques once again. WISH-TV in Indianapolis, as it had during its CBS affiliation, continues to brand solely with its channel number and calls as "WISH-TV 8".
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 Related services
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 Video-on-demand services




The CW provides video on demand[image: External link] access for delayed viewing of full episodes of the network's programming through various means, including via its website at CWTV.com and its mobile app[image: External link] for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] devices (with programs streamable over 3G[image: External link] and WiFi[image: External link] networks), a traditional VOD service – called The CW on Demand – that is available on most traditional cable and IPTV providers, and through content deals with Hulu[image: External link], iTunes[image: External link] and Netflix[image: External link].[104][105]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on The CW app and The CW on Demand the day after their original broadcast. However, due to restrictions imposed through its deal with the streaming service, streaming of the most recent episode of any CW program on Hulu is restricted until eight days after their initial broadcast, in order to encourage live or same-week (via both DVR and cable on demand) viewing, with day-after-air streaming on either service limited to subscribers of Hulu's subscription service. The CW previously imposed a three-day delay after an episode's original airdate before making its programs available on its website and through the Hulu subscription service (then known as Hulu Plus). However, changes implemented by the network on March 15, 2012 in an effort to reduce copyright infringement[image: External link] of its programming content through illegal streaming and downloading internet platforms resulted in that delay being reduced to eight hours after a program's original airing through both services.[104][105][106] Like the video-on-demand television services provided by the other U.S. broadcast networks, The CW on Demand disables fast forwarding[image: External link] for content provided through the service.

On October 13, 2011, the network entered into digital distribution deals with streaming services Netflix and Hulu. The four-year Netflix agreement allows its customers to instantly watch more than 700 hours of previous seasons of The CW's current scripted series, while Hulu inked a five-year deal, giving the streaming site access to next-day content from four of the five major networks (with the exception of CW sister network CBS).[104][105]

On October 24, 2012, The CW entered into its first video-on-demand distribution deal with a pay television provider through an agreement with Comcast[image: External link] that allows customers to watch the four most-recent episodes of the network's primetime shows on the cable provider[image: External link]'s Xfinity On Demand service, along with next-day episode content. The CW On Demand, which is accessible to subscribers at no additional charge, debuted on Comcast Xfinity[image: External link] systems nationwide on October 25.[107]
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 The CW HD




The CW's master feed is transmitted in 1080i[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], with all transmission of the network's programming moving to the format in June 2012. All of the network's prime time programming has been presented in HD since March 2012 (when America's Next Top Model became the final CW program to convert to the format), with the exception of certain specials produced prior to that point (such as Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer[image: External link], a holiday[image: External link] special carried over to the network from The WB) and select movie presentations. The network's Saturday morning E/I block, One Magnificent Morning[image: External link], is also broadcast in HD; however, it carries the daytime talk show The Robert Irvine Show[image: External link] in enhanced definition[image: External link] widescreen[image: External link] because of producer preference.

The network is available in HD on most of its full-power affiliates, while availability of high definition content on subchannel-only or cable-exclusive affiliates varies by market; in some of these cases, the over-the-air signal is available only in standard definition[image: External link] (a 16:9[image: External link] widescreen feed transmitted in 480i[image: External link] SD is presented on some over-the-air affiliates to meet minimum requirements for presentation), with the station offering an exclusive high definition feed to cable and satellite providers. Some affiliates transmit CW programming in 720p[image: External link] HD due to technical considerations if the network is carried on a digital subchannel of a station affiliated with another major network or if a primary feed CW affiliate carries more than one subchannel. Since June 2012, The CW Plus feed is also transmitted in HD, and the network has asked those affiliates to carry it in high definition wherever possible.

With ABC[image: External link] beginning to use 16:9[image: External link] framing for all of their graphics on September 1, 2016, The CW, along with CBS[image: External link] are currently the last two major networks that continues to use 4:3 framing for all graphics (except for Sports programs on CBS[image: External link] and some CW affiliates that offer sports coverage).
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 Marketing and multimedia




The CW Television Network is involved in both linear broadcast and digital media, in various forms:


	On January 14, 2007, The CW began streaming full-length episodes of several of its programs on the CWTV.com website.

	On December 15, 2006, CBS Corporation revived its record label, CBS Records[image: External link], whose artists' music is featured during CW programs; as with music from other labels, albums and individual songs from CBS Records artists are also made available for purchase on the network's website.[108]


	In addition to the network's dedicated streaming application available via the iTunes App Store[image: External link] and Google Play[image: External link], The CW previously maintained a separate first-person shooter[image: External link] app called Nikita Spy Training Module that was used to promote the 2010–13 drama series Nikita[image: External link]. The network also previously marketed CW City Wize, a mobile app that has since been discontinued, which was sponsored by Target[image: External link], highlighting businesses and video highlights of the network's Monday and Tuesday night programming during the 2009–10 season.

	On December 1, 2011, The CW began offering "CWingo", an interactive game resembling Bingo[image: External link], that is accessed by using Facebook to sign into the CW community. Starting with an episode of The Vampire Diaries, viewers could click on tiles showing a scene from an episode as that scene appeared, with the matching of five tiles in a row meant CWingo if revealed by the user. Winners could become eligible for prizes, and advertisers sponsored the games.[109]


	CW Seed (originally called CWD or the CW Digital Studio) is a production arm that provides original content and reruns created exclusively for digital platforms focused in the areas of animation, game shows, comedy and digital personalities. It exists as a sub-site on CWTV.com, but the network is adding more interactivity to the service, opening up for feedback from viewers and adding more social engagement.[110] In 2014, a separate website for CW Seed was launched at cwseed.com. Web content produced by CW Seed includes Vixen[image: External link], Stupid Hype, I Ship It, How to Be a Vampire, JoJoHead, Prom Queen[image: External link] and Husbands[image: External link] (the latter of which was picked up by The CW Television Network for its summer 2013 schedule). Reruns on CW Seed includes short lived shows such as Constantine[image: External link], Birds of Prey[image: External link], Hellcats[image: External link], and Forever[image: External link], and syndicated shows such as The O.C.[image: External link] and Everybody Hates Chris[image: External link].
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 See also





	CBS[image: External link]

	Warner Bros.[image: External link]

	Warner Bros. Television[image: External link]
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Supernatural (season 10)






The tenth season of Supernatural, an American fantasy horror television series created by Eric Kripke, premiered on October 7, 2014 on The CW, and concluded on May 20, 2015, consisting of 23 episodes. The season aired Tuesdays at 9:00 pm (ET), and moved to Wednesdays at 9:00 pm beginning March 18, 2015.[1] This is the third season with Jeremy Carver as showrunner. The season was released on DVD and Blu-ray in region 1 on September 8, 2015.[2] The tenth season had an average viewership of 2.02 million U.S. viewers.[3]
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Jared Padalecki as Sam Winchester


	
Jensen Ackles as Dean Winchester


	
Misha Collins as Castiel / Jimmy Novak

	
Mark A. Sheppard[image: External link] as Crowley
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 Special appearance by





	
Rob Benedict as Chuck Shurley[image: External link]


	
Jim Beaver as Bobby Singer
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 Guest stars






	
Ruth Connell as Rowena[image: External link]


	
Curtis Armstrong as Metatron[image: External link]


	
Erica Carroll[image: External link] as Hannah[image: External link] / Caroline Johnson

	Travis Aaron Wade as Cole Trenton[image: External link]


	
Felicia Day[image: External link] as Charlie Bradbury[image: External link]


	
Kathryn Newton as Claire Novak[image: External link]


	
David Hoflin[image: External link] as Eldon Styne[image: External link]


	
Jud Tylor[image: External link] as Adina

	Briana Buckmaster as Sheriff Donna Hanscum[image: External link]


	
Dylan Everett as Young Dean Winchester

	
Ty Olsson[image: External link] as Benny Lafitte[image: External link]


	
Timothy Omundson[image: External link] as Cain[image: External link]


	
Kim Rhodes as Sheriff Jody Mills[image: External link]


	
Julian Richings[image: External link] as Death[image: External link]
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See also: List of Supernatural episodes




	This section's plot summaries may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve them[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making them more concise. (February 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




In this table, the number in the first column refers to the episode's number within the entire series, whereas the number in the second column indicates the episode's number within this particular season. "U.S. viewers in millions" refers to how many Americans watched the episode live or on the day of broadcast.



	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	196
	1
	"Black"
	Robert Singer
	Jeremy Carver
	October 7, 2014
	4X5802
	2.50[4]



	In the six weeks that have passed since the ending of the ninth season, the now-demonic Dean (Jensen Ackles) has been living it up with his new friend Crowley (Mark A. Sheppard[image: External link])—partying at bars, singing bad karaoke[image: External link], and sleeping with a waitress. Meanwhile, Sam (Jared Padalecki), oblivious to Dean's state, has been searching desperately for his missing brother. He eventually finds out the truth from Crowley after investigating the death of an Abaddon[image: External link] loyalist whom Crowley had purposefully sent to his death by attacking Dean. Crowley confesses that he has been sending Abaddon loyalists after Dean to sate Dean's bloodlust. Sam tracks Dean and Crowley to Beulah, North Dakota[image: External link], but gets ambushed by an unknown man (Travis Aaron Wade) who is also looking for Dean. Dean gets a call from the man, who demands that Dean trade himself for Sam's life. However, Dean doesn't care about his brother anymore, refuses the deal, and hangs up, leaving Sam in the kidnapper's hands. Elsewhere, a dying Castiel (Misha Collins) is approached by Hannah (Erica Carroll[image: External link]), one of his followers in the previous season, for help tracking down Daniel and Adina (Jud Tylor[image: External link]), two rogue angels who refuse to return to the restored Heaven, instead wanting the freedom that life on Earth gives them. While Castiel is understanding towards the couple, Hannah is not, and a fight ensues that results in Castiel having to kill Daniel to save Hannah. Afterward, Hannah reveals that she doesn't like the idea of angels taking on human values, as she fears it would lead to chaos. Castiel, however, thinks it's a good idea.



	197
	2
	"Reichenbach"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Andrew Dabb
	October 14, 2014
	4X5803
	2.13[5]



	Sam's kidnapper reveals that his name is Cole and the reason he's hunting Dean down is because Dean killed his father twelve years ago. He tries to torture Sam for Dean's location, but Sam escapes after warning Cole that Dean is a monster. It is later revealed that Cole has let him escape, and follows him to Dean. Meanwhile, Crowley and Dean have a falling out after Dean refuses to follow Crowley's orders and embarrasses him in front of his demon subjects. Realizing that the situation has gotten out of his control, Crowley contacts Sam with Dean's whereabouts to have Sam handle his brother. Sam offers to help Dean become human again, but Dean is uninterested, having found a kind of liberty in being a demon and in not caring anymore. Cole then ambushes the brothers and takes Dean on in a fight, but is easily defeated. Dean leaves him alive so that he will have to live with the shame of having been unable to avenge his father. Sam seizes the opportunity to capture the distracted Dean. In return for Crowley's help, Sam gives him the First Blade. Cole, having learned about Dean's demonic nature, starts researching the supernatural, still determined to take revenge on Dean. Elsewhere, Hannah goes to visit Metatron[image: External link] (Curtis Armstrong) in his prison, in the hopes of making a deal to save Castiel's life, but Castiel manages to stop her, insisting that she respect his choice not to save himself through evil means.



	198
	3
	"Soul Survivor"
	Jensen Ackles
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 21, 2014
	4X5801
	2.08[6]



	Castiel and Hannah continue their journey towards the bunker with Castiel growing weaker all the time. At a gas station, they are attacked by a vengeful Adina and a weakened Castiel is left near-death. Before Adina can kill the two angels, Crowley, having problems with ruling Hell due to his time with Dean, kills Adina and steals her grace. Crowley gives a reluctant Castiel Adina's grace, restoring him to full strength. In return, Crowley asks Castiel to deal with Dean. Having captured Dean, Sam begins the process of curing him using the ritual they discovered a year and a half before. As the ritual goes on, Dean taunts Sam over his desperate attempts to find him, including tricking a man into selling his soul so he could interrogate a crossroads demon. Unknown to Sam, the ritual makes Dean human enough that he is able to escape and he stalks Sam throughout the bunker. However, Castiel finally arrives and subdues Dean. They are able to successfully complete the ritual and Dean is returned to being human, but retains the Mark of Cain. Castiel suggests that a guilty-feeling Dean take some time off as things are quiet, however, in Tulsa, Oklahoma[image: External link], a mysterious red-haired woman (Ruth Connell) sits in a hotel room under two men staked to the ceiling.



	199
	4
	"Paper Moon"
	Jeannot Szwarc[image: External link]
	Adam Glass[image: External link]
	October 28, 2014
	4X5804
	1.93[7]



	Following Dean becoming human again, he and Sam have taken a break from hunting, until they find what seems to be a werewolf case in Durham, Washington[image: External link]. Investigating, they find Kate, the werewolf they let go two years previously, and believe her to be the killer. As they prepare to kill her, they get a call that there is another murder that Kate couldn't have committed, meaning there is another werewolf responsible. Sam and Dean trace Kate's last call and discover that the real killer is Kate's sister Tasha, whom Kate had turned, in order to keep her from dying of fatal injuries from a car accident[image: External link]. Unlike Kate, Tasha has embraced her monstrous instincts and started killing. Dean tricks Kate into leading them to her sister, but Tasha reveals that she now has a "pack" consisting of two men she has turned, and has the boys captured. She offers Kate to join the pack as well if Kate kills Sam and Dean, but Kate refuses and, realizing that the sister she knew is lost to her, kills her before making her escape. Sam and Dean kill the two remaining werewolves. At the end of the episode, Dean accepts that he's not ready to get back into hunting yet, but feels he has to as he wants to do good after doing so much bad as a demon.



	200
	5
	"Fan Fiction"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Robbie Thompson
	November 11, 2014
	4X5805
	2.17[8]



	Still fixed on going out on hunts, Dean insists that he and Sam look into the disappearance of a teacher in Flint, Michigan[image: External link]. They are shocked to discover that the school musical[image: External link] the teacher had been planning to shut down is based on the books that they'd discovered in the fourth season which had been written about their lives by former prophet[image: External link] Chuck Shurley[image: External link]. When a student also disappears after she, too, quit with plans to shut down the musical, Sam and Dean eventually realize that the goddess Calliope[image: External link] is behind this as she wants the musical to be completed, at which point she will eat the writer, Marie. When trying to catch Calliope before she can get Marie, Sam gets captured by her while Dean must battle a scarecrow creation of hers. With the help of the student and the teacher Calliope had kidnapped, Sam kills her, causing her and her scarecrow to explode, the latter being witnessed by the audience, who believe that it was special effects[image: External link] and applaud the musical. Marie gives Dean a prop version of his old amulet—a symbol of his brotherhood with Sam, Dean had thrown it away in the fifth season when he lost faith in Sam—which Dean ends up hanging on the Impala's mirror. After the brothers leave, Marie is greeted by Chuck (Rob Benedict) who congratulates her on the musical.



	201
	6
	"Ask Jeeves"
	John MacCarthy
	Eric Carmelo & Nicole Snyder
	November 18, 2014
	4X5806
	2.54[9]



	Finding Bobby's old cellphone in the Impala, Dean discovers he has inherited something from a rich heiress in New Canaan, Connecticut[image: External link] and he and Sam decide to claim it as his next of kin. However, they get caught up in a murder mystery when what appears to be the ghosts of the heiress and her long-dead husband start murdering people. Things get complicated when they discover they aren't dealing with ghosts, but a shape-shifter. After a cop is murdered, Sam and Dean become the prime suspects and are locked up while the maid, Olivia, reveals herself to be the shape-shifter. She explains she is the heiress' illegitimate daughter from an affair with a shape-shifter. Her real father tried to claim her but was killed by Bobby who agreed to spare Olivia in exchange for her being locked up for everyone's safety. Bobby was to take care of Olivia if anything happened to her mother. After the death of her mother, her butler, the only other one to know the truth, released Olivia out of pity and gave her a job as a maid. However, she is disgusted with her family's greed and wants them dead. Sam and Dean manage to break free and Sam and Olivia engage in a deadly game of cat and mouse which ends when Dean shoots her dead while she's distracted. However, possibly under the influence of the Mark of Cain, Dean unloads several more rounds into her body, worrying Sam. The family agrees to keep the Winchesters' presence a secret and Sam and Dean find out that Bobby only inherited the key to the attic where Olivia was locked up.



	202
	7
	"Girls, Girls, Girls"
	Robert Singer
	Robert Berens
	November 25, 2014
	4X5807
	2.30[10]



	After Dean discovers his date from a dating app is helping demons make deals, Sam and Dean investigate a demonic brothel. Before they can get there, the witch Rowena gets there first and kills Raoul, the demon in charge and recruits the hookers as her apprentices. She explains that she was thrown out of the Grand Coven a long time ago and now wants to regain her power. Sam and Dean track her to a fancy hotel, but have to face Crowley's demons and one of the girls after Crowley catches up before they can. Dean captures Rowena, but is confronted by Cole who forces Dean to let her go. Dean defeats Cole but instead of killing him, tells him the truth about what happened: Cole's father was an unknown type of monster Dean had been hunting who had been eating livers[image: External link]. Cole is reluctant to accept the truth, but Dean convinces him to let go of his vendetta and return to his family. At the same time, Castiel and Hannah continue to track down rogue angels but are found by the husband of Hannah's vessel, Caroline. Hannah decides to return to Heaven so Caroline can return to her family and Castiel brings her home and looks up his own vessel. While Rowena escaped Sam and Dean, demons working for Crowley catch her and he is shocked to see her, as Rowena is his mother.



	203
	8
	"Hibbing 911"
	Tim Andrew
	Story by: Jenny Klein & Phil Sgriccia

Teleplay by: Jenny Klein
	December 2, 2014
	4X5808
	2.33[11]



	Sheriff Jody Mills (Kim Rhodes) goes to a sheriff's retreat in Hibbing, Minnesota[image: External link] where she meets Sheriff Donna Hanscum (from "The Purge") who is overeager and friendly. However, bodies start appearing with everything eaten and Jody calls in Sam and Dean while investigating herself with help from a clueless Donna. Donna finds out the truth after finding local sheriff, Len, standing over another cop with vampire fangs out. Sam and Dean learn that Len has been hiding evidence of the strange murders and are forced to tell Donna the truth. With Donna's help, the Winchesters track Len to a farmhouse where they are captured by a group of vampires led by Star. Star explains that Len used to be their leader who taught them to consume everything, not just blood before growing a conscience and working to protect humans instead of hurting them. After Len refuses to kill the hunters, Star kills him, but Dean manages to break free and kill two of the three vampires. Donna breaks free as well and kills Star when she tries to harm Jody. Afterwards, Jody offers to teach Donna about hunting while Dean tells Sam that for once it felt like the Mark of Cain wasn't fueling his actions, that he was himself for the first time in awhile.



	204
	9
	"The Things We Left Behind"
	Guy Bee[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb
	December 9, 2014
	4X5809
	2.62[12]



	Feeling guilty about what he did to his vessel and his family, Castiel tracks down Claire Novak in a group home in Pontiac, Illinois[image: External link]. He breaks her out, but she runs off, so he calls in Sam and Dean to help locate her. They find her trying to rob a convenience store to help the man she lives with, Randy, pay off his debts to a loan shark[image: External link]. After blaming Castiel for everything that's happened to her, Claire runs off to Randy, who sells her to the loan shark to settle his debts. Castiel rescues her, but under the influence of the Mark of Cain, Dean slaughters Randy, the loan shark, and all his men, something he previously had a nightmare about. At the same time, Rowena attempts to reach out to Crowley, failing until she turns him against one of his own men and Crowley kills him to save her.



	205
	10
	"The Hunter Games"
	John Badham
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	January 20, 2015
	4X5811
	2.42[13]



	Needing to get the Mark of Cain off of Dean, Castiel has Metatron brought down from Heaven so that he and the Winchesters can question him, seeing Metatron's knowledge as their only hope. Metatron agrees to tell them and tells them that they need the First Blade which Crowley has hidden. Sam and Dean meet with Crowley who reluctantly agrees to retrieve the Blade from a crypt in Guam[image: External link], but later tells them that he will only give it to them once they have the rest of the spell. Dean demands Metatron give them the rest, but he states that he will want something for each bit of information and there is a lot. Metatron taunts Dean into attacking him, causing him to fall further and further under the Mark's influence. Dean comes close to killing Metatron, but is stopped by Sam and Castiel who takes Metatron back to Heaven rather than risk his life. However, Metatron leaves a possible clue for them to mull over: "the river ends at the source." Sam suggests that part of beating the Mark's power involves Dean actually fighting it like Cain[image: External link] did rather than embracing it. At the same time, Rowena plots against Crowley, using a spell to induce a nightmare and spy on Crowley's meeting with the Winchesters. Rowena sends a demon named Gothrey to get the First Blade then kills him, but when Crowley walks in on her, she twists the situation to her advantage, making him suspicious of the Winchesters and causing him not to give them the Blade. During this time, Castiel tries to help the daughter of his vessel, Claire Novak, but she refuses his help and meets up with a couple who suggest she kill Dean since he was responsible for the deaths of both her fathers. Claire lures Dean into a trap, but ultimately can't go through with it and warns him of the attack. Dean defeats the couple, but rather than give into the Mark's rage, lets them go. Castiel later finds Claire who has decided to find a new life away from him, but promises to keep in touch.



	206
	11
	"There's No Place Like Home"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Robbie Thompson
	January 27, 2015
	4X5810
	2.06[14]



	While looking for clues on how to remove the Mark of Cain, Sam finds a video of Charlie Bradbury (Felicia Day[image: External link]) beating a district attorney[image: External link]. Believing that Charlie may be working a case as this was not the only person she attacked, Sam and Dean investigate and discover that the DA was involved in a cover-up of the deaths of Charlie's parents in a drunk driving accident. Tracing a woman involved, they find a dark Charlie who flees after slashing the Impala's tire and beating up Dean. To their surprise, another Charlie shows up and explains that in order to win the war in Oz, she made a deal with the Wizard of Oz[image: External link] to split herself into her good and dark sides. Killing Dark Charlie will kill her and she can't return to Oz to ask the Wizard for help as Dark Charlie broke the Key to Oz. Sam and Charlie investigate the Key for a way to fix it while Dean tries to protect Russell Wellington (Barclay Hope[image: External link]), the man who killed Charlie's parents. However, Dark Charlie tricks Dean and kills him anyway. She then leaves with the Impala to find Sam and Charlie who discover a former Man of Letters named Clive Dylan who could help them. Clive helps them summon the Wizard who is his dark side so they can force the Wizard to reverse the split. While Sam and Charlie confront the Wizard, Dean fights Dark Charlie and brutally beats her. In order to stop the Wizard, Charlie kills Clive which kills the Wizard too. Sam stops Dean from killing Dark Charlie and they are able to reverse the split. In the aftermath, Charlie is unable to return to Oz and so dedicates herself to helping get rid of the Mark of Cain, forgiving Dean for his actions. However, he refuses to forgive himself.



	207
	12
	"About a Boy"
	Serge Ladouceur
	Adam Glass
	February 3, 2015
	4X5812
	2.21[15]



	Dean locks himself in the Bunker for a week researching the Mark of Cain until Sam convinces him to investigate a case in Pendleton, Oregon[image: External link] where a man disappeared in a flash of light. While at the bar looking for clues, Dean meets a woman named Tina who he spends the day talking to. When she leaves, he notices a man following her and Tina disappears in a flash of light as well. When Dean investigates, the man uses a hex bag on Dean and he finds himself locked in a cell and at the age of fourteen (Dylan Everett) with a teenage Tina in the cell next to him. With the help of Tina, Dean escapes and returns to a stunned Sam who has determined that they are dealing with a witch after finding yarrow[image: External link] at the bar where Dean disappeared. Sam and Dean return to the witch's house where they find Tina gone and capture the man who reveals himself to be Hansel of Hansel and Gretel[image: External link] (Mark Acheson[image: External link]). Hansel explains that Hansel and Gretel was a true story, only the story had a happy ending, while in reality he was forced to help the witch Katja (Lesley Nicol[image: External link]) eat children for centuries and eat Gretel's heart when they tried to escape. Hansel tells them how to reverse the spell and offers his help in stopping Katja. However, when Sam and Dean try to kill her as she prepares to eat Tina, Hansel reveals himself as evil and disarms them. They are stunned when Katja reveals that she has been sent by the Grand Coven to stop Rowena, but fight her and Hansel before they can learn anymore. They lose, but Dean manages to get Hansel's hex bag and reverse the spell on himself. Returned to his usual self, Dean quickly kills Hansel and cooks Katja in her own oven. Afterwards, they are unable to revert Tina to normal as the hex bag burned with Katja. However, when the brothers offer to recreate the spell for her, Tina refuses, as she sees this as a second chance since she has so far had a bad life. After dropping Tina off at the bus station, Sam and Dean contemplate the information about the Grand Coven and the return of the Mark, which had disappeared when Dean was a teenager.



	208
	13
	"Halt & Catch Fire"
	John Showalter
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	February 10, 2015
	4X5813
	1.98[16]



	Sam and Dean investigate a case in Spencer, Iowa[image: External link] where a truck mysteriously drove itself off a bridge, killing its driver, Billy. Believing it to be the ghost of Billy's dead brother, Sam and Dean salt and burn the truck, but soon afterwards, a girl named Julie is strangled by her own computer cord after getting threatening messages on the Internet. Following the clues in the message leads them to a man named Andrew Silver who died in a car accident[image: External link], but they are unable to put him to rest as he was cremated[image: External link] and doesn't seem to be attached to anything. After a boy named Kyle is killed, they confront his friend Delilah who reveals that the four were involved in the accident where they caused the crash and didn't try to save Andrew after his car was set on fire by electrical wires. Sam and Dean realize that Andrew is after revenge and is in the Internet, having used the power wires to access a nearby Wi-Fi[image: External link] tower when he was killed. Dean protects Delilah from Andrew while Sam talks to his wife, Corey, who admits she knew he was there and didn't want to let him go. When Dean is unable to stop Andrew or convince him to move on, Corey speaks to him through FaceTime[image: External link] and convinces Andrew to let go of his revenge and be at peace. Afterwards, Delilah visits Corey to tell her what really happened to her husband. Meanwhile, Dean decides that while he won't give up fighting the Mark of Cain, but he won't continue looking for a cure.



	209
	14
	"The Executioner's Song"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Robert Berens
	February 17, 2015
	4X5814
	2.09[17]



	Sam and Dean learn that Cain has kidnapped a serial killer named Tommy Tolliver while at the same time, Castiel discovers a graveyard full of Cain's victims. Cain confronts Castiel, revealing that he has fallen back under the influence of the Mark of Cain and is now slaughtering his descendants, thinking his bloodline is tainted. In order to stop Cain, Dean calls upon Crowley to give him the First Blade, lying to him that Cain wants Crowley dead. As a result, Crowley blows off his mother Rowena's wish to kill a witch of the Grand Coven to help the Winchesters. Working together, the four trap Cain in a devil's trap, a mythical symbol that binds his powers, when he arrives to kill his next victim, a twelve-year-old boy. Dean confronts Cain alone who tells him there is no cure for the Mark of Cain and its just better to give into its power. Dean and Cain fight, but Dean loses as he holds back in fear of losing his humanity. However, Dean eventually manages to get the upper hand and asks if Cain will give up killing again. Upon Cain's declaration that he won't, Dean kills him, devastated by the fact that there seems to be no way out for him. Despite his fears, Dean manages to keep control of himself, but gives Castiel the First Blade instead of Crowley as he promised, shocking Crowley with his lies. Rowena later tells Crowley that he's not a king anymore and is nothing but the Winchesters' lap dog. While Sam expresses the belief that if Dean could kill Cain himself without losing his humanity there is still hope for him, he privately tells Castiel that Dean's in trouble.



	210
	15
	"The Things They Carried"
	John Badham
	Jenny Klein
	March 18, 2015
	4X5815
	1.73[18]



	Dean finds a case in Fayetteville, North Carolina[image: External link] where a man named Rick drains a woman of blood and later commits suicide. Suspecting it to be a rugaru[image: External link] or a pagan god, Sam and Dean check it out and find out that a friend of the killer, Kit, is displaying the same symptoms. While investigating, they run into Cole Trenton, the man who had tried to kill Dean who is a friend of Kit and was looking into his actions himself. Reluctantly, the Winchesters and Cole team up together to try to find Kit who displays an unnatural thirst, draining multiple water bottles and killing a man and drinking his blood. Using his contacts, Cole is able to learn that Kit and Rick were recently involved in a rescue mission in Iraq[image: External link] where the man they rescued attacked them and was killed. Cole tracks Kit to a cabin where Kit attacks and infects Cole with a khan worm (from season 6's "And Then There Were None") before running off. Sam and Dean realize that the rescued soldier on Kit and Rick's last mission must have infected them and Sam sets out to track down Kit while Dean tries to save Cole. When electricity[image: External link] doesn't work, Dean and Cole realize that dehydration[image: External link] might and turn the cabin into a sweat lodge[image: External link]. Eventually the worm comes out and Dean kills it, however, Sam is unable to save Kit and kills him in self-defense. Cole returns to his family with a new understanding of what Sam and Dean do and what happened to his father while Sam feels immense guilt for his inability to save Kit.



	211
	16
	"Paint It Black"
	John Showalter
	Brad Bucker & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	March 25, 2015
	4X5816
	1.70[19]



	Sam and Dean investigate a case in Worcester, Massachusetts[image: External link] where three men were horribly killed in two weeks, two by suicide and one by his wife murdering him. However, the wife had no memory of the murder so they believe it to be a case of ghost possession as there is no sign of a demon and it doesn't fit the way they do things. The only connection they can find between the victims is they all went to confession so Dean visits confession in hopes of drawing the ghost out. In the process, he admits that while he's always felt he'd die hunting, he feels that time is approaching and he's not ready for it. Its revealed that the ghost is that of a nun named Isabella who in 1520 fell in love with an artist named Piero who didn't love her back so she was sent to a convent[image: External link] by her family to deal with her grief. Another nun, Sister Mathias who has been talking with Isabella, overhears Sam and Dean talking about what's been happening and reads Isabella's journal to learn that she killed Piero after finding him in bed with another woman. She alerts Sam and Dean and Dean orders Sam to burn the journal, believing Isabella to be tied to it as she was burned at the stake as a witch due to the horrific nature of her crime. While Dean tries to fight off Isabella possessing Sister Mathias, Sam reads the journal and learns that Isabella's blood and part of her finger were used to create the painting Piero made of her. Sam salts and burns the painting, destroying Isabella. Later, Sam tells Dean that he truly believes that there is a cure for the Mark of Cain and they need to keep searching, but Dean is unenthusiastic about it. At the same time, Crowley captures Olivette High Priestess of the Grand Coven for Rowena to make her case to in order to practice magic freely once more. Olivette reveals that the Grand Coven was devastated by the Men of Letters and is actually very weak now. She explains that the Men of Letters plundered the Coven's spells and potions and hid them in bunkers across the world and the only known surviving Men of Letters are Sam and Dean. This causes Rowena, who turns Olivette into a hamster[image: External link], to use Crowley's relationship with Sam and Dean in hopes of getting at the plunder.



	212
	17
	"Inside Man"
	Rashaad Ernesto Green
	Andrew Dabb
	April 1, 2015
	4X5817
	1.70[20]



	After Dean has a nightmare of all the carnage he has caused under the Mark's influence, Sam searches out a cure on his own with the help of Castiel while lying to Dean about what he is doing. Knowing the only one with possible knowledge of a cure is Metatron, Sam and Castiel attempt to get him from Heaven, but are barred from entering by Hannah (Lee Majdoub) as Metatron is too dangerous to be let loose. Desperate, Sam and Castiel enlist the help of a psychic to contact Bobby Singer (Jim Beaver) in Heaven to break Metatron out. Bobby is able to get Castiel in and Metatron out, but is last seen being approached by Hannah and several other angels to be punished for his actions. On Earth, Castiel removes Metatron's grace, making him human and under threat of death, Metatron admits he actually is unaware of a cure for the Mark and lied before. To stop Sam from killing him, Metatron admits that there is some of Castiel's grace left and offers to lead him to it in exchange for his life. Reluctantly, Castiel agrees and drives off with Metatron to find it. At the same time, Dean cools off in a bar, hustling pool where Rowena attempts to kill him with three men under her control and a spell. Dean is able to beat the men and the Mark makes him immune to the spell, but he lets her go to save the men's lives. Rowena tries to trick Crowley into killing Dean for her, revealing that the Mark is just an ancient curse, but Dean and Crowley talk instead and Dean helps Crowley realize just how little Rowena means to him and he kicks her out. Sam and Dean later lie to each other about what they did and Sam reads a note from Bobby telling him to keep looking and stop lying to each other.



	213
	18
	"Book of the Damned"
	P. J. Pesce[image: External link]
	Robbie Thompson
	April 15, 2015
	4X5818
	1.76[21]



	Charlie contacts Sam and Dean, having found the Book of the Damned. However, she is tracked by Jacob Styne, who is determined to find the book as well, claiming that it belongs to his family. Sam and Dean meet with Charlie and try to translate the book which calls out to Dean to be used. Dean learns from the Men of Letters files that the man and his family are the Styne family, a family who used the book to commit evil acts until it was taken from them a century before. After an encounter with Jacob, Dean orders Sam to burn the book as its evil and dangerous. Sam appears to burn the book during a fight with Jacob and his family are killed, but warn that other Stynes will never stop until they retrieve the book. It's later revealed that Sam kept the book intact because it is the only chance of removing the Mark of Cain, no matter the consequences. At the same time, Castiel and Metatron search for Castiel's grace, coming under attack by an angry Cupid along the way. Searching for the grace inside a library, Metatron incapacitates Castiel with a spell and takes the demon tablet, what he had really come searching for. However, Castiel manages to recover his grace and is restored to full power though his wings are still broken. Sam and Castiel do not tell Dean that Metatron is on the loose with the tablet. After celebrating Castiel's full return with Dean and Charlie, Sam meets with Rowena, believing her to be the only one capable of translating the book.



	214
	19
	"The Werther Project"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Robert Berens
	April 22, 2015
	4X5819
	1.63[22]



	Sam meets with Rowena in hopes of translating the Book of the Damned. Rowena agrees in exchange for Sam killing Crowley for her[image: External link] and reveals that she can't actually read the book, only a dead witch named Nadia could. However, Nadia left behind a decrypting codex, which the Men of Letters took when they killed her. Sam begins a search for the codex and discovers Magnus (Kavan Smith[image: External link]) had hidden it within the Werther Box, a vault that caused whoever tried to open it to kill themselves. Sam tracks the box to St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link], where he is joined by Dean after attempting to leave him behind. After being barred by Suzie (a woman whose family died in the 70's after she tried to open the box herself), Sam sneaks into the house with Dean's help and tries to disarm the system with a spell. However, he is unsuccessful and unleashes a spell that traps Sam, Dean, and Suzie in hallucinations which try to get them to kill themselves. Suzie does, while Sam is saved by Rowena, whom he teams up with to disarm the box. Sam learns that the only way is for a Man of Letters to spill all of their blood onto the box, which he starts to do to save Dean. At the same time, Dean hallucinates that he is in Purgatory with his old friend Benny (Ty Olsson[image: External link]) who encourages him to kill himself to keep Sam and Castiel from having to do it later. Dean nearly does, but he knows the Mark won't allow him to kill himself and also, he sees through the illusion as the real Benny would never want him to do it, so he kills "Benny", freeing himself from the spell. It is revealed that Sam had been hallucinating Rowena's presence as Dean stops Sam from killing himself and sheds his own blood into the box, breaking the spell and opening it. Sam and Dean get the codex and Dean destroys the box to be sure it's no longer a threat. Sam takes the codex to the real Rowena, but chains her to make sure she only uses the book to get rid of the Mark of Cain.



	215
	20
	"Angel Heart"
	Steve Boyum[image: External link]
	Robbie Thompson
	April 29, 2015
	4X5820
	1.74[23]



	While searching for her mother in Tulsa, Oklahoma[image: External link], Claire is knocked unconscious and Castiel calls Sam and Dean in to help. After Claire explains what she's trying to do, the Winchesters and Castiel decide to help her look. While Sam helps Claire hack her mother's credit card information, Dean and Castiel interrogate Ronnie Cartwright, the man who knocked her out who according to Amelia's diary, was the last person to see her. After Dean gets rough, Ronnie admits he sent Amelia to a faith healer[image: External link] named Peter Holloway who had healed his eyesight. However, he'd quit after seeing that Holloway was up to no good, cutting the people sent to him. After they leave, Ronnie calls Holloway who blinds him once again and kills him. Using this information, Sam is able to track Holloway to a farm house, but leaves Dean and Claire behind due to the Mark of Cain's effects on Dean getting worse. Castiel finds Amelia who is trapped in a dream life where she has reunited with Jimmy and wakes her, but she is extremely weak and he is unable to heal her. Sam is captured by Holloway at the same time that Dean and Claire realize he is one of the Grigori[image: External link], a group of angels that prey upon humans. Holloway, revealing himself as Tamiel[image: External link], tells Sam that he's been hiding on Earth from the other angels by feeding on human souls since the beginning, seeing both angels and humans as beneath him. Afterwards, Dean, Sam, Castiel and Claire come to Amelia's rescue, but are unable to defeat Tamiel. Amelia sacrifices herself to save Claire, who then kills Tamiel with his own sword in revenge. Amelia is reunited with her husband Jimmy in Heaven[image: External link] while the Winchesters decide to send Claire to Jody until she can get on her feet. Claire finally forgives Dean and Castiel for their roles in her father's death and Dean leaves her with a lore book as a gift as he realizes she is intending to become a hunter.



	216
	21
	"Dark Dynasty"
	Robert Singer
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	May 6, 2015
	4X5823
	1.45[24]



	Wanting to get the Book of the Damned back, Monroe Styne sends his son, Eldon, to track down Sam and Dean to find it. Eldon and another family member ambush Dean, but he manages to kill the other family member and capture Eldon. Eldon explains to Dean that the Styne family has existed for thousands of years and harvest organs they transplant into themselves to make them superhuman. The Stynes cause and take advantage of various disasters in history to make a profit including Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s rise to power and the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. The family is worldwide and was formerly known by the name Frankenstein before Mary Shelley[image: External link] discovered their secrets and wrote a book about it. After Eldon reveals that the Book of the Damned can't be destroyed, Dean goes to confront Sam and Eldon escapes by ripping off his own arm. At the same time, Crowley searches for his missing mother with help from Olivette, and Sam, Rowena, Castiel, and Charlie work on decoding the Book. After having too much of Rowena, Charlie leaves to have peace and quiet and comes under attack by Eldon shortly after she finally breaks the code. Sam and Dean, who has finally learned the truth, tell her to give Eldon what he wants, but she destroys her computer instead of letting Eldon get her notes. Shortly afterwards, Sam and Dean find her dead, murdered by Eldon. Unknown to them, however, as her last act, Charlie emailed her notes on how to break the code to them so they could finish her work.



	217
	22
	"The Prisoner"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Andrew Dabb
	May 13, 2015
	4X5821
	1.75[25]



	Devastated by Charlie's death, Sam and Dean cremate her body. Dean decides to slaughter the Styne family in revenge for her murder, and the guilt-ridden Sam at first gives into Dean's order for him to cease work on finding a cure for the Mark from the Book of the Damned. After noticing Charlie's email when telling Castiel of her death, however, he decides to continue and shows the email to Rowena. Rowena can now decipher the Book's secrets, but will only do so once Sam kills Crowley; thus, Sam lures Crowley into a trap and tries to kill him. Crowley survives but, embittered by Sam's betrayal and rejection of his attempts to be good, re-embraces his evil, now planning to kill Rowena for arranging for his death. Meanwhile, Dean tracks the Stynes to Shreveport, Louisiana[image: External link], where he is arrested by the corrupt police before forcing the sheriff to tell him where to find the Stynes. Dean is captured when attacking their mansion and they prepare to dissect him, but he escapes and brutally slaughters the assembled family members. When he returns to the bunker, he finds the last three Stynes robbing it, and kills all three despite the youngest Styne's pleas for mercy. Castiel remonstrates with Dean, but Dean beats him savagely and comes close to killing him with an angel blade. Before leaving, he warns Castiel that he will kill him and Sam if he should see them again.



	218
	23
	"Brother's Keeper"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Jeremy Carver
	May 20, 2015
	4X5822
	1.73[26]



	Dean continues to hunt, but the Mark affects him to the point that he gets another hunter killed. Realizing he's gone too far, Dean summons Death (Julian Richings[image: External link]) to kill him before he hurts anyone else. Death explains that the Mark is the lock on the prison of an ancient evil called the Darkness and if the Mark is removed without being passed on, the Darkness will be released. He agrees to transport Dean far away in exchange for him killing Sam so Sam won't try to rescue him. Dean calls Sam and explains that he feels that they are evil and ridding the world of both of them is for the greater good. Sam eventually agrees, but reminds Dean of how good he is and his love for his family. At the last moment, instead of killing Sam, Dean turns Death's scythe on its owner, seemingly killing Death instead. At the same time, Rowena agrees to remove the Mark from Dean's arm in exchange for her freedom and Castiel calls on Crowley to get the necessary ingredients. One of these proves to be a young man who Rowena cares deeply about and she has to sacrifice for the spell. Unaware of the consequences, Rowena casts the spell and the Mark is removed, but she escapes, casting a spell on Castiel that causes him to attack Crowley. With the Mark gone, the Darkness is released into the world and washes over the Impala as the Winchesters desperately try to escape it.
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 Production




Supernatural was renewed for a tenth season on February 12, 2014, after undergoing an 88% spike in viewership during its ninth season.[27] Mark Sheppard[image: External link], who had been recurring on the show since season 5 as Crowley, was promoted to series regular.[28]
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 Reception




The review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 100% approval rating for Supernatural's tenth season, with an average rating of 9/10 based on 5 reviews.[29]
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Supernatural (season 12)






The twelfth season of Supernatural, an American fantasy horror television series created by Eric Kripke, premiered on October 13, 2016, on The CW and concluded on May 18, 2017.[1] The season consisted of 23 episodes and aired on Thursdays at 9:00 pm (ET) for the first 8 episodes before moving to 8:00 pm (ET) in January 2017.[2][3] This is the first season with Andrew Dabb and Robert Singer as showrunners.[4]
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Jared Padalecki as Sam Winchester


	
Jensen Ackles as Dean Winchester


	
Mark A. Sheppard[image: External link] as Crowley


	
Mark Pellegrino[image: External link] as Lucifer[image: External link]


	
Misha Collins as Castiel
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 Special guest star





	
Rick Springfield[image: External link] as Vincent "Vince" Vincente / Lucifer[image: External link]
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Jim Beaver as Bobby Singer
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Samantha Smith as Mary Winchester[image: External link]


	
Elizabeth Blackmore as Lady Antonia "Toni" Bevell[image: External link]


	
Ruth Connell as Rowena[image: External link]


	
Kim Rhodes as Sheriff Jody Mills[image: External link]


	
Adam Fergus[image: External link] as Mick Davies[image: External link]


	
David Chisum[image: External link] as U.S. President[image: External link] Jefferson "Jeff" Rooney / Lucifer[image: External link]


	
Courtney Ford[image: External link] as Kelly Kline

	Kara Royster as Alicia Banes

	
Kendrick Sampson[image: External link] as Max Banes

	
Kathryn Newton as Claire Novak[image: External link]


	Katherine Ramdeen as Alex Jones

	Adam Rose as Aaron Bass

	
Alicia Witt[image: External link] as Lily Sunder

	Lisa Berry as Billie[image: External link]


	David Haydn-Jones as Arthur Ketch[image: External link]


	Theo Devaney as Gavin MacLeod

	
Rick Worthy[image: External link] as Alpha Vampire[image: External link]


	
Shoshannah Stern as Eileen Leahy

	
Alexander Calvert[image: External link] as Jack / Nephilim[image: External link]


	
Gillian Barber[image: External link] as Dr. Hess
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	242
	1
	"Keep Calm and Carry On"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Andrew Dabb
	October 13, 2016
	T13.19951
	2.15[5]



	Toni Bevell takes the kidnapped Sam Winchester to a veterinarian to treat the gunshot wound she inflicted in the eleventh season finale "Alpha and Omega", before taking him to another location to question him. Toni explains that the British[image: External link] Men of Letters have kept Britain safe from monsters and now want to expand their influence into the United States[image: External link]. To this end, Toni demands information on all of the hunters in the US from Sam and when he refuses to give her what she wants, has her assistant Ms. Watt torture him. When Sam doesn't break under physical torture, Toni drugs him in order to torture him mentally with images of his loved ones dying. Sam sees through it and tricks Toni, but is narrowly prevented from escaping. At the same time, his brother Dean finds their long-dead mother, Mary Winchester, whom has been resurrected and convinces Mary of his identity before filling her in on what she missed in the 33 years following her murder. Returning to the Bunker, the two learn of Sam's disappearance and begin tracking him with the help of a returned Castiel. Eventually, Dean is able to call Toni, who refuses to give back Sam and sends Ms. Watt to kill them. Though Ms. Watt initially has the upper hand, Mary kills her with Castiel's angel blade and they are able to use her cellphone to track Sam to Aldrich, Missouri[image: External link]. Meanwhile, after being expelled from Castiel, Lucifer has begun searching for a new suitable vessel but is burning them out fast in his weakened state. Intending to kill Lucifer and reclaim his rule of Hell, Crowley attempts to track Lucifer down without success.



	243
	2
	"Mamma Mia"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 20, 2016
	T13.19952
	1.61[6]



	Toni's interrogation of Sam continues as Castiel tracks them to a warded farm house. Mary insists on going despite Dean's protests. Dean tries to sneak in, but is captured and tortured in front of Sam. Mary is able to distract Toni long enough for Dean to knock her out. Mick Davies of the British Men of Letters arrives, letting Castiel join them and saying Toni went too far and that the Men of Letters want to work with hunters like the Winchesters to keep America safe. Sam reunites with Mary, elated she is alive; she mournfully looks over John's journal. Toni refuses to admit she did anything wrong since the Winchesters are too dangerous and Mick reveals he has already sent for Arthur Ketch, whom Toni seems wary of, to assist them with the Winchesters. Meanwhile, Crowley interrupts his witch mother Rowena's date to find Lucifer, who takes over the body of washed-up rock-star Vince Vincente. Crowley's plan to break Lucifer's vessel and send him back to the Cage fails, so Crowley flees and Lucifer takes Rowena prisoner.



	244
	3
	"The Foundry"
	Robert Singer
	Robert Berens
	October 27, 2016
	T13.19953
	1.68[7]



	In Saint Paul, Minnesota[image: External link], a couple is found in an abandoned house dead of frostbite[image: External link] after hearing a crying baby inside. Mary insists they take the case, surprising Sam who worries she is burying her emotions. After the appearance of a child ghost, Sam and Dean learn several children have died in that house and leave to burn their bones. Mary investigates the house and finds that the children's ghosts are still there. The father of the first girl who died had killed himself in the house and his ghost has been killing kids and keeping their spirits there ever since. He possesses Mary and attacks Dean, but Sam burns his bones to stop the man's ghost and release the children's spirits. Mary, admitting she is mourning John and the little boys she used to have, leaves the bunker to be alone. Meanwhile, Castiel reluctantly teams up with Crowley to find Lucifer, who demands Rowena make his vessel stronger, but she tricks him as her spell decays the body and sends him to the bottom of the ocean. She agrees to work with Castiel and Crowley the next time they corner Lucifer.



	245
	4
	"American Nightmare"
	John Showalter
	Davy Perez
	November 3, 2016
	T13.19954
	1.81[8]



	In Mason City, Iowa[image: External link], a Child Protective Services[image: External link] worker dies after walking into a church, bleeding, being whipped by something unseen, and speaking in tongues. After the Winchesters begin investigating, a local grocery stock boy dies the same way. The two victims are connected to a deeply religious family whose daughter Magda died of pneumonia. While Dean believes the first victim's Wiccan[image: External link] co-worker is responsible, Sam suspects Magda's ghost is causing the deaths and goes to the family's home, where he discovers Magda alive in the basement, considered the devil by her family for her psychic abilities and is forced by her mother to whip herself. Magda's powers caused the two victims' deaths when she tried to reach out to them for help. Sam is captured, and with their secret exposed, her mother secretly plans for them to die as a family by feeding them a poisoned dinner, which kills her husband. Magda's brother sacrifices himself to save Magda from their mother, and Sam talks Magda out of murdering her mother, who is later arrested. Encouraged by Sam, Magda begins traveling to live with an aunt in California, but at a rest stop, she is killed by Ketch, who has been following and monitoring the Winchesters, to finish the job.



	246
	5
	"The One You've Been Waiting For"
	Nina Lopez-Corrado
	Meredith Glynn
	November 10, 2016
	T13.19955
	1.70[9]



	In Columbus, Ohio[image: External link], an elderly woman attempts to buy an antique pocket watch, only to be murdered along with the owner of the antique store by the Thule Society[image: External link], an organization of Nazi[image: External link] necromancers[image: External link] previously introduced in Season 8. The murders draw the attention of the Winchesters, who learn from a young Thule member named Christoph that the watch holds the soul of Adolf Hitler[image: External link] and the Thule intend to use his descendant[image: External link] Ellie to resurrect him. The Thule succeed in abducting Ellie and resurrecting Hitler in the body of the Thule leader, but after Christoph aids the Winchesters in finding the Thule, Ellie and the Winchesters kill the Thule High Command and Dean kills Hitler. After burning the bodies of the Thule, Ellie finally stops running from everything while Christoph is forced on the run from what's left of the Thule Society.



	247
	6
	"Celebrating the Life of Asa Fox"
	John Badham
	Steven Yockey
	November 17, 2016
	T13.19956
	1.80[10]



	In 1980, Emerson, Manitoba[image: External link], a young boy named Asa Fox is saved from a werewolf by Mary and, inspired by the meeting, becomes a legendary hunter after he grows up, before being killed in 2016. Learning of Asa's death, many hunters go to his wake, including Sam, Dean, Mary, and Sheriff Jody Mills, who had been in a relationship with Asa. Things are awkward between the Winchesters before one of the hunters is found murdered. They soon realize that they are dealing with Jael, a demon who has had a grudge against Asa since Asa exorcised him in 1997. Jael locks Dean out of the house and everyone else in, but Dean is able to get in with help from the reaper Billie in exchange for owing her one. Jael kills another hunter before possessing Jody and revealing that he did not kill Asa as believed; rather, Asa was accidentally killed by his best friend Bucky while hunting Jael, and Bucky framed Jael to protect himself. While Jael is distracted with Bucky, the hunters manage to exorcise him from Jody. They promise to spread the true story of Asa's death, disgracing Bucky. The next morning, the three dead hunters are burned while Billie arrives to try and collect on her deal with Dean by reaping Mary, who she claims will never feel like she belongs in the world after her resurrection. Mary refuses and though she decides not to return to the Bunker yet, she agrees to go out for breakfast with her children.



	248
	7
	"Rock Never Dies"
	Eduardo Sánchez
	Robert Berens
	December 1, 2016
	T13.19957
	1.80[11]



	Temporarily fixing his vessel with one of his fossilized angel feathers, Lucifer revives Vince Vincente's rock career in Los Angeles[image: External link] for fresh worshipers. Dean, Sam, Castiel, and Crowley try intimidating those in Vince's circle to find out where his concert will be held, without success until Lucifer's forcing Vince's manager to kill himself gets bandmate Tommy to text Castiel the location. Lucifer kills the rest of the band and beats Castiel and Crowley, though the Winchesters scare the rest of the humans away to safety. Lucifer reveals he has no plan and is upset that God apologized to him only to leave again to be with Amara. Now Lucifer believes everything is pointless and he just wants to have fun by making people suffer. The effort of the battle burns through Vince's body and Lucifer escapes with a promise to go onto bigger things.



	249
	8
	"LOTUS"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	December 8, 2016
	T13.19958
	1.73[12]



	Lucifer begins possessing people of power and influence, eventually possessing Jefferson Rooney, the President of the United States. While possessing Rooney, Lucifer conceives a powerful half-angel Nephilim[image: External link] with Rooney's unsuspecting staffer Kelly Kline, while his actions draw the attention of the Winchesters, Crowley, Castiel, and Rowena. Lucifer sends the Secret Service to kill the Winchesters, but they are rescued by Ketch, who provides them with a device capable of expelling any angel or demon from their vessel. To draw Lucifer out into the open, Crowley kidnaps Kelly. They are able to convince her of the truth and she calls Lucifer to a motel room where the Winchesters, Castiel, Crowley, and Rowena ambush him. Using Ketch's device, Sam is able to exorcise Lucifer from Rooney and Rowena casts a spell believed to banish him back to his cage. However, the Winchesters are arrested by the Secret Service, who believe they were attempting to assassinate the President, and rather than aborting[image: External link] the Nephilim, Kelly flees from Castiel.



	250
	9
	"First Blood"
	Robert Singer
	Andrew Dabb
	January 26, 2017
	T13.19959
	1.72[13]



	The Winchesters are taken to a government black site in the Rocky Mountain National Park[image: External link], where they are locked in separate cells until they are willing to talk. After nearly two months, they are found dead by the guards, but suddenly revive and escape. At the same time, Mary and Castiel attempt to find them without luck. With the Winchesters gone, monster activity goes on the rise and Castiel begins to see just how important his friends are. After escaping, the Winchesters contact Castiel to meet them when they get out of the forest and go on the run from government soldiers. Sam and Dean are able to defeat the soldiers, then reunite with Castiel and Mary, who have found them with the help of Mick and Ketch. Driving away, they are stopped by Billie and it is revealed that the Winchesters made a deal with her in which they would temporarily die and come back in exchange for a Winchester dying permanently at midnight or face cosmic consequences. Mary chooses to sacrifice herself for her sons, but Castiel kills Billie instead, telling the horrified Winchesters that they are all too important for the world to lose. At the same time, Mick unsuccessfully attempts to make connections with the American hunters. However, when Mick approaches Mary, she is shown to be more open to listening since he helped rescue Sam and Dean, though she is unaware that Mick had Ketch kill everyone at the black site so as to leave no "loose ends".



	251
	10
	"Lily Sunder Has Some Regrets"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Steve Yockey
	February 2, 2017
	T13.19960
	1.73[14]



	An angel named Benjamin is murdered, drawing the attention of a flight of angels he had been a part of including Ishim, Mirabel and Castiel. The Winchesters and Castiel investigate the murder, only to have Mirabel killed as well by Lily Sunder, who flees when the Winchesters intervene. Castiel and Ishim explain that in 1901, Lily had married an angel named Akobel and had a Nephilim daughter. As this was against Heaven's laws, they killed Akobel and his daughter May; now Lily wants revenge. The Winchesters track down Lily and are shocked to learn that her daughter was human, not Nephilim. Lily had studied angels all of her life and her powers come from Enochian magic. Lily's studies had allowed her to summon Ishim, who taught her all the secrets of angels but became obsessed with her. Lily had married Akobel for protection and Ishim murdered Akobel and her daughter in revenge. Believing Lily's story, Dean heads off to confront Ishim, followed soon after by Lily and Sam. Dean and Castiel confront Ishim, who eventually confirms Lily's story and battles them. After Ishim defeats the humans, Castiel kills him to save Lily, who is unsure whether or not she will give up on revenge since it's all she's had for over a hundred years. Castiel apologizes for his role in the death of Akobel and May and offers that if she leaves and finds that she can't forgive him, he will be waiting for her to take her chance. Lily ultimately departs after thanking Castiel. Later, the Winchesters and Castiel discuss the troubling implications of Lucifer's child and Castiel breaking the deal with Billie.



	252
	11
	"Regarding Dean"
	John Badham
	Meredith Glynn
	February 9, 2017
	T13.19961
	1.73[15]



	In Eureka Springs, Arkansas[image: External link], Dean chases a severely wounded man through the woods. The man hits Dean with a spell, and the next morning Dean can't remember anything of the night before. After meeting up with Sam, Dean learns that they were investigating the murder of an accountant who died from having his stomach stuffed full of money. When Dean shows worsening memory loss, Sam contacts Rowena for help and is advised to kill the witch that cast the spell affecting Dean. Retracing Dean's steps, the two find the witch dead, but the spell still affecting Dean. Rowena recognizes the spell as the work of the Loughlin family, a powerful family of druidic[image: External link] witches long thought wiped-out. Rowena tells Sam that they must get the family's spellbook, the Black Grimoire to break the curse before it kills Dean. Sam tracks down Catriona and Boyd, the last two Loughlins, but is captured for a ritual to resurrect Gideon, the witch Dean killed. Rowena confronts Catriona while Sam attempts to break free. Before Catriona can kill Rowena, an amnesiac[image: External link] Dean follows instructions left behind by Rowena that allows him to arm himself with witch-killing bullets and kill Catriona and Boyd. Rowena is then able to use the Black Grimoire to break the curse on Dean restoring his memory from before he was cursed, though Dean can't remember any of the time during. The Winchesters promise they owe Rowena one, but take the Black Grimoire rather than letting her have it. While Dean admits that having a blank slate was nice, he prefers the life he has. The episode closes with a montage of the time Dean forgot over him riding a mechanical bull.



	253
	12
	"Stuck in the Middle (With You)"
	Richard Speight, Jr.[image: External link]
	Davy Perez
	February 16, 2017
	T13.19962
	1.81[16]



	This episode serves as a homage[image: External link] to films Reservoir Dogs[image: External link] and Pulp Fiction[image: External link]. The Winchesters, Mary, another hunter named Wally, and Castiel lay an ambush for a demon, during which Mary steals an unknown object from him. The demon proves invulnerable to all of their attacks, has yellow eyes like their old foe Azazel, and mortally wounds Castiel with a lance. After another demon kills Wally, they escape and Crowley appears and warns the Winchesters that the demon is Ramiel[image: External link], one of the four Princes of Hell along with Azazel, Asmodeus[image: External link], and Dagon[image: External link], the latter of whom is interested in Lucifer's child. After the defeat of Lucifer in Season 5, Crowley had attempted to give Ramiel the crown of Hell, but Ramiel told him that the Princes had no interest in Hell any more and simply wanted to be left alone, prompting Crowley to become King instead. Before leaving, Crowley gives Ramiel the Lance of Michael and the object that Mary stole in the present. Crowley realizes that the Lance of Michael is what was used against Castiel and warns that he will die slowly with no cure. Ramiel arrives and demands what was stolen from him and attacks when they refuse. After a battle, Sam kills Ramiel with the Lance of Michael and Crowley realizes that breaking the Lance will stop its effects on Castiel just in time to save his life. Afterwards, Mary confronts Ketch about sending her after a Prince of Hell, but eventually hands over the object she stole: the Colt[image: External link]. The ending also reveals that Lucifer is being held as Crowley's prisoner in a small cage in his palace.



	254
	13
	"Family Feud"
	P. J. Pesce[image: External link]
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	February 23, 2017
	T13.19963
	1.62[17]



	Crowley explains to Lucifer that when Lucifer was exorcised out of the President, Crowley perverted the spell so Lucifer was sent into the repaired and improved body of his old vessel Nick instead of to the Cage. Crowley has bound Lucifer with chains based on the Cage, but Lucifer is amused and informs Crowley of the survival of his child. Meanwhile, Mary works with Arthur Ketch of the British Men of Letters who suggests she distance herself from her sons as she is at her best on her own. Sam and Dean begin investigating a series of murders committed by a vengeful spirit and realize the ghost came from the ship of Gavin MacLeod, Crowley's son who was time-displaced to the present by Abaddon. Gavin realizes that the ghost is that of his fiancée Fiona who smuggled herself aboard the ship and endured rape from the crew before the ship sank off the coast of New England. To save Fiona and her victims, Gavin decides to return to his own time to die when the ship sinks but in doing so stop Fiona from going through her terrible ordeal. After sending Gavin back with the help of Rowena, the Winchesters find no signs of Fiona's kills. They are then visited by Mary who admits the truth about working with the British Men of Letters and attempts to convince her sons to work with them. Rowena is confronted by Crowley for helping to send his son back to possibly die and she admits it was revenge for forcing her to murder Oskar to remove the Mark of Cain in "Brother's Keeper." At the same time, Kelly Kline is attacked by two angels but is saved by the Princess of Hell, Dagon. Dagon offers to protect Kelly and her unborn son, which Lucifer detects and is pleased with.



	255
	14
	"The Raid"
	John MacCarthy
	Robert Berens
	March 2, 2017
	T13.19964
	1.63[18]



	As the British Men of Letters work to wipe out all of the vampires in America, Mary brings Sam to see their operation while Dean is furious at her actions. As Sam is gone, Dean is visited by Ketch who compares the two of them and takes Dean on a vampire hunt. At the nest, they find the vampires gone except for one who tells them that the vampires are going after the hunters. At the British Men of Letters compound, a group of vampires, led by the Alpha Vampire, attack and kill most of the Men of Letters staff. Sam arms himself with the Colt and faces off with the Alpha Vampire, eventually killing the Alpha with a head shot, assisted by his mother and Mick Davies. After the battle, Sam decides to join the British operation, saying that despite everything that went wrong, the death of the Alpha Vampire proves the good the operation can do. Sam secretly promises to work on winning his brother over, while Dean forgives Mary even though he disagrees with her.



	256
	15
	"Somewhere Between Heaven and Hell"
	Nina Lopez-Corrado
	Davy Perez
	March 9, 2017
	T13.19965
	1.49[19]



	Sam has spent two weeks sending himself and Dean on cases secretly supplied by Mick Davies. In Nebraska, a man named Marcus is killed by a hellhound while his girlfriend Gwen wounds it. The hellhound goes after her next, despite neither of them having sold their souls. The Winchesters call Crowley who reveals this hellhound is Ramsey, one of the first, loyal to only Lucifer. Ramsey attacks Sam and Gwen in the Impala, though Sam is able to kill her, begrudgingly thanking Crowley for his help. Sam confesses to Dean he is working with the British Men of Letters, and Dean agrees to give them a chance. Two of Crowley's demons had freed Ramsey as a distraction to free Lucifer. Lucifer tries to take power but Crowley reveals that he warded the body of Lucifer's vessel Nick with the true spells from the Cage, making Lucifer his slave. Meanwhile, Castiel realizes Kelly has been taken by Dagon. Castiel is told he can return to Heaven if he helps find the Nephilim, and is afterwards seen on his way to meet the angels' new leader, Joshua.



	257
	16
	"Ladies Drink Free"
	Amyn Kaderali
	Meredith Glynn
	March 30, 2017
	T13.19966
	1.71[20]



	After a werewolf attack that leaves a young man dead and his sister Hayden seriously injured, the Winchesters set out to investigate, accompanied by Mick Davies of the British Men of Letters who wishes to get field experience. The Winchesters learn that Claire Novak[image: External link] is also investigating, hunting on her own and lying to Jody Mills about it. While investigating the attack, Mick discovers that Hayden has been bitten and returns that night to kill her per British Men of Letters protocol. His actions draw the anger of the Winchesters when they realize what he's done. Shortly afterwards, Claire is bitten by the same werewolf and the Winchesters realize the only chance to save her is an experimental cure created by Mick's organization that requires the blood of the werewolf that bit Claire. As the Winchesters search for the culprit, Claire and Mick are attacked by the werewolf who is revealed to be a young local bartender, Justin. After kidnapping Claire, Justin explains that he was part of a peaceful pack before they were wiped out by the British Men of Letters. Due to a werewolf's pack mentality, Justin is now desperately seeking companionship, which is his motive in turning Claire and Hayden. The Winchesters and Mick track down Justin and attack, killing him and getting his blood. Using Justin's blood, Mick is able to cure Claire. The next morning, Claire leaves a voicemail for Jody, finally telling her the truth and accepting Jody as her family, but also still planning to hunt on her own for the time being. The Winchesters also choose to give Mick a second chance, with the hunt changing Mick's view of the world of monsters as black and white.



	258
	17
	"The British Invasion"
	John Showalter
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	April 6, 2017
	T13.19967
	1.57[21]



	Flashbacks reveal a young Mick was forced to kill his best friend at Kendricks Academy as per the Code of the British Men of Letters. Having become aware of the Nephilim, his old teacher Dr. Hess demands he get the Winchesters in line or give them to Ketch to be killed, sending her protege Renny to watch things. The Winchesters have their hunter friend Eileen (from Season 11's Into the Mystic) get a lead on Kelly Kline and Dagon. With no word from Castiel, Mick brings The Colt as the hunters and Men of Letters trick Kelly into a meeting to talk; but Dagon shows up. Eileen fires The Colt at Dagon but misses and kills Renny by accident. Mick almost kills her as is The Code, but the Winchesters talk him out of it and he lets them go. Ketch sleeps with Mary but she says it doesn't mean anything and she's still loyal to her family. Dr. Hess shows up in America saying Eileen will be killed. Mick stands up for the Winchesters' way so Ketch kills him, and Dr. Hess tells Ketch to execute all the American hunters. Eileen plans to return to Ireland after killing a human and the Winchesters have The Colt back. Meanwhile, Lucifer acts submissive to Crowley while secretly gaining support from the demons who look for a way to break the warding on Nick's vessel. Dagon informs Kelly that birthing her Nephilim son will kill her.



	259
	18
	"The Memory Remains"
	Phil Sgriccia
	John Bring
	April 13, 2017
	T13.19968
	1.58[22]



	The Winchesters receive an email from Ketch posing as Mick Davies sending them on a case in Tomahawk, Wisconsin[image: External link]. While they are gone, Ketch leads a team that checks out the Bunker and leaves spy equipment behind to watch the Winchesters. The Winchesters discover that every year from 1898 to 1997, someone disappeared in Tomahawk and suspect a satyr[image: External link] due to a witness description of the monster. After the witness disappears, the Winchesters suspect the local sheriff, Barrett Bishop whose family owned the town until he recently sold most everything. Confronting Barrett, the Winchesters learn that his family got their riches by sacrificing people to the god Moloch[image: External link]. After Barrett's father died in 1997, Barrett put an end to it and left Moloch to starve to death as he had no desire to harm anyone. However, Moloch was rediscovered recently by Barrett's half-brother Pete who was promised riches in exchange for feeding Moloch. After Pete kidnaps Dean and tries to feed him to Moloch, Sam kills Pete and then Moloch with a shot from the Colt. Afterwards, the Winchesters ponder their legacy on the world and carve their initials in the library table at the Bunker. The two are informed by Ketch that they will now report to him, unaware that he is spying on them in secret.



	260
	19
	"The Future"
	Amanda Tapping[image: External link]
	Robert Berens & Meredith Glynn
	April 27, 2017
	T13.19969
	1.38[23]



	After learning of the destruction her child will wreak if he is born, Kelly commits suicide only to be resurrected by her son. Following her resurrection, Kelly insists that she sensed her child's soul and he is not evil as everyone believes. At the same time, Castiel visits the Bunker after having been missing for weeks and explains he was in Heaven working with the angels but left when they had no luck. While Castiel was away, Sam has come up with a plan to strip the child of his powers and leave him human. However, Castiel is revealed to still be working with the angels and steals the Colt to kill Dagon and Kelly. Working with Kelvin and another angel, Castiel tracks Kelly through the surge of power emitted by her resurrection, but can't bring himself to kill her and instead kidnaps Kelly. While Castiel takes Kelly, Dagon captures Kelvin and kills the other angel. Upon the prompting of an enraged Lucifer, Dagon tortures Kelvin for information on Castiel's plan before killing him. On the orders of Joshua, Castiel decides to take Kelly through the portal to Heaven which will kill both Kelly and her child. While resting, Kelly reiterates her belief to Castiel that the child is good and the child chooses Castiel as his protector, receiving a premonition of a fight between Castiel and Dagon. At the Heavenly portal, Castiel and Kelly are greeted by Joshua, only to have Dagon appear and kill Joshua. Aided by the Winchesters, Castiel battles Dagon to no avail, leading to the destruction of the Colt. As all seems lost, Lucifer's son takes partial possession of Castiel and grants him the power to incinerate Dagon. Castiel tells the Winchesters that he now knows that the child must be born with his powers intact and departs with Kelly telling her that the child has shown him "the future."



	261
	20
	"Twigs & Twine & Tasha Banes"
	Richard Speight, Jr.
	Steve Yockey
	May 4, 2017
	T13.19970
	1.51[24]



	In Rock River, Wyoming[image: External link], the witch Tasha Banes checks into a motel, hunting for another witch that has been killing people, but she is stabbed in the cellar. Her children Alicia and Max Banes follow, though Max doesn't think anything is wrong. Alicia calls Mary's cell phone which is answered by Sam and Dean who join them. Tasha is safe at the hotel, but Sam discovers a man that came out of the cellar went missing months ago. Investigating the cellar they find him, the hotel clerk and Tasha dead with their hearts ripped out, devastating Max. Max uses his magic to reveal the woman at the hotel is the witch whose power comes from a demon deal. She creates perfect replica dolls of her victims using the hearts. Wanting someone else to take her power so she can avoid going to hell, she offers Max the doll of his mother, while Sam and Alicia are attacked by it. Dean kills the witch before Max can agree, but the Tasha doll kills Alicia. After the Winchesters leave Max uses the spell-book to make an unknowing doll of Alicia and burns her real body. Meanwhile, Mary grows suspicious of Ketch, discovering Mick's body and files on all three Winchesters, Claire, Eileen and Garth. Mary warns her sons but is captured, to be interrogated by Lady Toni Bevell.



	262
	21
	"There's Something About Mary"
	P. J. Pesce
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	May 11, 2017
	T13.19971
	1.42[25]



	Ketch uses a hellhound to kill Eileen in South Carolina. Lady Toni Bevell has been drugging and brainwashing Mary, forcing her to kill a hunter friend. Mary tries to commit suicide and begs Ketch to kill her but he claims her struggle will be over soon. Dr. Hess is revealed to be working with Crowley in the UK and continuing their arrangement in the U.S. as he gave her the hellhound. When Sam and Dean learn of Eileen's death along with several other hunters, they discover she sent them a postal message fearing the British Men of Letters were tracking her. Searching the bunker they find the listening device and set a trap, capturing Toni. Toni mocks them and Mary's sexual relationship with Ketch, also revealing they are behind the deaths including Mick's. Returning to the bunker, Ketch is there with mercenaries. Sam and Dean kill the men, but a brainwashed Mary frees Ketch. Ketch seals them in the bunker to suffocate to death, along with Toni so Dr. Hess will let him lead the American operation permanently; departing with an enthralled Mary. Meanwhile, Crowley tries to get Lucifer to reveal his son's location since Dagon is dead and he believes Castiel will want the child dead. Lucifer learns the warding that binds his vessel to Crowley can work both ways and takes control, stabbing Crowley. Now free, Lucifer prepares to find his son.



	263
	22
	"Who We Are"
	John Showalter
	Robert Berens
	May 18, 2017
	T13.19972
	1.75[26]



	Mary continues her mission of killing the American hunters, eventually going after Jody Mills. However, with the help of her adopted daughter Alex, Jody subdues Mary. At the same time, the Winchesters and Lady Toni Bevell remain locked in the bunker and spend two days trying to find a way out without success. Almost out of air, Dean is able to use a grenade launcher to blast through a wall into the sewers and escape to hit the bunker's manual override. Alerted by Jody to Mary's capture, the Winchesters and Toni travel to Sioux Falls, South Dakota[image: External link] where Toni reveals she cannot reverse what she has done to Mary. Instead, Dean has Toni help him enter Mary's mind where he finds her trapped in a memory of 1983. Dean rants at Mary about how he hates her for ruining his life then forgives her, breaking Mary's brainwashing. At the same time, Sam leads an army of hunters in a raid against the British compound. Despite suffering casualties, the American hunters defeat the British Men of Letters and destroy their compound. Before being killed by Jody, Doctor Hess reveals Lucifer's escape. After reaching Mary, Dean awakens to find Ketch has killed Toni. The two engage in a fight that ends when Mary awakens and kills Ketch. After Sam returns, the Winchesters finally reconcile as a family.



	264
	23
	"All Along the Watchtower"
	Robert Singer
	Andrew Dabb
	May 18, 2017
	T13.19973
	1.65[26]



	With the birth of Lucifer's son approaching, the Winchesters and Crowley, who survived Lucifer's attempt on his life, search for biblical omens pointing towards the Nephilim's birth. Lucifer kills Rowena so he cannot be sent back to the Cage. At the same time, while taking care of Kelly, Castiel discovers that the baby's power has opened a rift into an alternate post-apocalyptic reality resulting from the Winchesters having never been born. Upon his return, Castiel hides his discovery from Kelly. The Winchesters are eventually able to locate Castiel and Kelly and while Mary tends to Kelly, Castiel takes Sam and Dean through the rift where they are greeted by an alternate Bobby Singer. Bobby is able to supply the Winchesters with a machine gun capable of killing angels to use against Lucifer while Crowley offers a way to seal Lucifer in the alternate reality. As Dean distracts Lucifer, Sam and Crowley perform a spell to seal the rift, a spell Crowley sacrifices his own life to complete. However, Lucifer is able to follow them back through and kills Castiel before the rift can close. Mary is able to send Lucifer back to the alternate reality, but he drags her there with him, leaving both trapped. While Dean mourns Castiel's death, Sam discovers Lucifer's son, born and having the appearance of a teenager.
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 Production




Supernatural was renewed for a twelfth season by The CW on March 11, 2016.[27] The twelfth season is the final season to feature Mark Sheppard[image: External link] as Crowley as the actor announced in May 2017 he would not be returning for season 13[image: External link].[28]
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 Reception




The review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] currently reports an 100% approval rating for Supernatural's twelfth season, with an average rating of 8/10 based on 5 reviews.[29]
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 Ratings






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Keep Calm and Carry On"
	October 13, 2016
	0.8/3
	2.15[5]
	0.6
	N/A
	1.4[30]
	N/A



	2
	"Mamma Mia"
	October 20, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.61[6]
	0.6
	1.09
	1.2
	2.71[31]



	3
	"The Foundry"
	October 27, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.68[7]
	0.4
	0.96
	1.0
	2.64[32]



	4
	"American Nightmare"
	November 3, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.81[8]
	0.5
	1.04
	1.2
	2.84[33]



	5
	"The One You've Been Waiting For"
	November 10, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.70[9]
	0.5
	1.06
	1.1
	2.76[34]



	6
	"Celebrating the Life of Asa Fox"
	November 17, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.80[10]
	0.5
	1.05
	1.2
	2.85[35]



	7
	"Rock Never Dies"
	December 1, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.80[11]
	0.6
	1.15
	1.2
	2.95[36]



	8
	"LOTUS"
	December 8, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.73[12]
	0.5
	1.07
	1.1
	2.80[37]



	9
	"First Blood"
	January 26, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.72[13]
	0.5
	1.01
	1.1
	2.73[38]



	10
	"Lily Sunder Has Some Regrets"
	February 2, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.73[14]
	0.4
	0.91
	1.0
	2.64[39]



	11
	"Regarding Dean"
	February 9, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.73[15]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	12
	"Stuck in the Middle (With You)"
	February 16, 2017
	0.7/3
	1.81[16]
	N/A
	0.96
	N/A
	2.77[40]



	13
	"Family Feud"
	February 23, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.62[17]
	N/A
	0.96
	N/A
	2.58[41]



	14
	"The Raid"
	March 2, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.63[18]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	15
	"Somewhere Between Heaven and Hell"
	March 9, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.49[19]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	16
	"Ladies Drink Free"
	March 30, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.71[20]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	17
	"The British Invasion"
	April 6, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.57[21]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	18
	"The Memory Remains"
	April 13, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.58[22]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	19
	"The Future"
	April 27, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.38[23]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	20
	"Twigs & Twine & Tasha Banes"
	May 4, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.51[24]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	21
	"There's Something About Mary"
	May 11, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.42[25]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	22
	"Who We Are"
	May 18, 2017
	0.6/3
	1.75[26]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	23
	"All Along the Watchtower"
	May 18, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.65[26]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
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List of Supernatural episodes






Supernatural is an American supernatural[image: External link] drama[image: External link] television series, created by Eric Kripke, that follows brothers Sam (Jared Padalecki) and Dean Winchester (Jensen Ackles) as they travel throughout the United States hunting supernatural creatures. The series borrows heavily from folklore[image: External link] and urban legends[image: External link], and explores Pagan[image: External link] and Christian mythology[image: External link], and their main adversaries throughout the series are demons.

The series premiered on September 13, 2005 on The WB[image: External link].[1] The first season was broadcast on The WB, and following The WB's merger with UPN[image: External link] in September 2006, Supernatural continued to be aired on the new network, The CW.[2] The first eleven seasons are available on DVD in Regions 1, 2, and 4[image: External link] and are also available on Blu-ray[image: External link]. As of May 18, 2017, 264 episodes of Supernatural have aired, concluding the twelfth season. In January 2017, The CW renewed the series for a thirteenth season,[3] which will premiere on October 12, 2017.[4]

Series overview



	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Network
	Rank
	Average viewership

(in millions)



	
	1
	22
	September 13, 2005
	May 4, 2006
	The WB[image: External link]
	165
	3.81[5][a 1]



	
	2
	22
	September 28, 2006
	May 17, 2007
	The CW
	216
	3.14[6]



	
	3
	16
	October 4, 2007
	May 15, 2008
	187
	2.74[7]



	
	4
	22
	September 18, 2008
	May 14, 2009
	161
	3.14[8][a 2]



	
	5
	22
	September 10, 2009
	May 13, 2010
	125
	2.64[9]



	
	6
	22
	September 24, 2010
	May 20, 2011
	209
	2.42[10]



	
	7
	23
	September 23, 2011
	May 18, 2012
	176
	2.03[11]



	
	8
	23
	October 3, 2012
	May 15, 2013
	152
	2.52[12]



	
	9
	23
	October 8, 2013
	May 20, 2014
	141
	2.81[13]



	
	10
	23
	October 7, 2014
	May 20, 2015
	156
	2.02[14]



	
	11
	23
	October 7, 2015
	May 25, 2016
	131
	2.81[15]



	
	12
	23
	October 13, 2016
	May 18, 2017
	TBA
	TBA




Episodes

Season 1 (2005–06)

Main article: Supernatural (season 1)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot"
	David Nutter[image: External link]
	Eric Kripke
	September 13, 2005
	475285
	5.69[16]



	2
	2
	"Wendigo"
	David Nutter
	Story by: Ron Milbauer & Terri Hughes Burton

Teleplay by: Eric Kripke
	September 20, 2005
	2T6901
	5.01[17]



	3
	3
	"Dead in the Water"
	Kim Manners[image: External link]
	Sera Gamble[image: External link] & Raelle Tucker[image: External link]
	September 27, 2005
	2T6903
	5.01[18]



	4
	4
	"Phantom Traveler"
	Robert Singer
	Richard Hatem[image: External link]
	October 4, 2005
	2T6904
	5.40[19]



	5
	5
	"Bloody Mary"
	Peter Ellis[image: External link]
	Story by: Eric Kripke

Teleplay by: Ron Milbauer & Terri Hughes Burton
	October 11, 2005
	2T6905
	5.50[20]



	6
	6
	"Skin"
	Robert Duncan McNeill[image: External link]
	John Shiban[image: External link]
	October 18, 2005
	2T6906
	5.00[21]



	7
	7
	"Hook Man"
	David Jackson[image: External link]
	John Shiban
	October 25, 2005
	2T6902
	5.08[22]



	8
	8
	"Bugs"
	Kim Manners
	Rachel Nave & Bill Coakley
	November 8, 2005
	2T6907
	4.47[23]



	9
	9
	"Home"
	Ken Girotti[image: External link]
	Eric Kripke
	November 15, 2005
	2T6908
	4.21[24]



	10
	10
	"Asylum"
	Guy Bee[image: External link]
	Richard Hatem
	November 22, 2005
	2T6909
	5.38[25]



	11
	11
	"Scarecrow"
	Kim Manners
	Story by: Patrick Sean Smith[image: External link]

Teleplay by: John Shiban
	January 10, 2006
	2T6911
	4.23[26]



	12
	12
	"Faith"
	Allan Kroeker[image: External link]
	Sera Gamble & Raelle Tucker
	January 17, 2006
	2T6910
	3.86[27]



	13
	13
	"Route 666"
	Paul Shapiro[image: External link]
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	January 31, 2006
	2T6912
	5.82[28]



	14
	14
	"Nightmare"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Sera Gamble & Raelle Tucker
	February 7, 2006
	2T6913
	4.27[29]



	15
	15
	"The Benders"
	Peter Ellis
	John Shiban
	February 14, 2006
	2T6914
	3.96[30]



	16
	16
	"Shadow"
	Kim Manners
	Eric Kripke
	February 28, 2006
	2T6915
	4.22[31]



	17
	17
	"Hell House"
	Chris Long[image: External link]
	Trey Callaway[image: External link]
	March 30, 2006
	2T6916
	3.76[32]



	18
	18
	"Something Wicked"
	Whitney Ransick
	Daniel Knauf[image: External link]
	April 6, 2006
	2T6917
	3.67[33]



	19
	19
	"Provenance"
	Phil Sgriccia
	David Ehrman
	April 13, 2006
	2T6918
	3.62[34]



	20
	20
	"Dead Man's Blood"
	Tony Wharmby[image: External link]
	Cathryn Humphris[image: External link] & John Shiban
	April 20, 2006
	2T6919
	3.99[35]



	21
	21
	"Salvation"
	Robert Singer
	Sera Gamble & Raelle Tucker
	April 27, 2006
	2T6920
	3.26[36]



	22
	22
	"Devil's Trap"
	Kim Manners
	Eric Kripke
	May 4, 2006
	2T6921
	3.99[37]




Season 2 (2006–07)

Main article: Supernatural (season 2)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	23
	1
	"In My Time of Dying"
	Kim Manners[image: External link]
	Eric Kripke
	September 28, 2006
	3T5501
	3.93[38]



	24
	2
	"Everybody Loves a Clown"
	Phil Sgriccia
	John Shiban[image: External link]
	October 5, 2006
	3T5502
	3.34[39]



	25
	3
	"Bloodlust"
	Robert Singer
	Sera Gamble[image: External link]
	October 12, 2006
	3T5503
	3.78[40]



	26
	4
	"Children Shouldn't Play with Dead Things"
	Kim Manners
	Raelle Tucker[image: External link]
	October 19, 2006
	3T5504
	3.29[41]



	27
	5
	"Simon Said"
	Tim Iacofano
	Ben Edlund[image: External link]
	October 26, 2006
	3T5505
	3.65[42]



	28
	6
	"No Exit"
	Kim Manners
	Matt Witten[image: External link]
	November 2, 2006
	3T5506
	3.38[43]



	29
	7
	"The Usual Suspects"
	Mike Rohl[image: External link]
	Cathryn Humphris[image: External link]
	November 9, 2006
	3T5507
	3.19[44]



	30
	8
	"Crossroad Blues"
	Steve Boyum[image: External link]
	Sera Gamble
	November 16, 2006
	3T5508
	3.16[45]



	31
	9
	"Croatoan"
	Robert Singer
	John Shiban
	December 7, 2006
	3T5509
	3.12[46]



	32
	10
	"Hunted"
	Rachel Talalay[image: External link]
	Raelle Tucker
	January 11, 2007
	3T5510
	3.24[47]



	33
	11
	"Playthings"
	Charles Beeson[image: External link]
	Matt Witten
	January 18, 2007
	3T5511
	3.44[48]



	34
	12
	"Nightshifter"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Ben Edlund
	January 25, 2007
	3T5512
	3.42[49]



	35
	13
	"Houses of the Holy"
	Kim Manners
	Sera Gamble
	February 1, 2007
	3T5513
	3.37[50]



	36
	14
	"Born Under a Bad Sign"
	J. Miller Tobin[image: External link]
	Cathryn Humphris
	February 8, 2007
	3T5514
	2.84[51]



	37
	15
	"Tall Tales"
	Bradford May
	John Shiban
	February 15, 2007
	3T5515
	3.03[52]



	38
	16
	"Roadkill"
	Charles Beeson
	Raelle Tucker
	March 15, 2007
	3T5516
	3.52[53]



	39
	17
	"Heart"
	Kim Manners
	Sera Gamble
	March 22, 2007
	3T5517
	3.38[54]



	40
	18
	"Hollywood Babylon"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Ben Edlund
	April 19, 2007
	3T5518
	3.25[55]



	41
	19
	"Folsom Prison Blues"
	Mike Rohl
	John Shiban
	April 26, 2007
	3T5519
	3.33[56]



	42
	20
	"What Is and What Should Never Be"
	Eric Kripke
	Raelle Tucker
	May 3, 2007
	3T5520
	3.11[57]



	43
	21
	"All Hell Breaks Loose (Part 1)"
	Robert Singer
	Sera Gamble
	May 10, 2007
	3T5521
	2.90[58]



	44
	22
	"All Hell Breaks Loose (Part 2)"
	Kim Manners
	Story by: Eric Kripke & Michael T. Moore

Teleplay by: Eric Kripke
	May 17, 2007
	3T5522
	2.72[59]




Season 3 (2007–08)

Main article: Supernatural (season 3)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	45
	1
	"The Magnificent Seven"
	Kim Manners[image: External link]
	Eric Kripke
	October 4, 2007
	3T6901
	2.97[60]



	46
	2
	"The Kids Are Alright"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Sera Gamble[image: External link]
	October 11, 2007
	3T6902
	3.16[60]



	47
	3
	"Bad Day at Black Rock"
	Robert Singer
	Ben Edlund[image: External link]
	October 18, 2007
	3T6903
	3.03[60]



	48
	4
	"Sin City"
	Charles Beeson[image: External link]
	Robert Singer & Jeremy Carver
	October 25, 2007
	3T6904
	3.02[60][a 3]



	49
	5
	"Bedtime Stories"
	Mike Rohl[image: External link]
	Cathryn Humphris[image: External link]
	November 1, 2007
	3T6905
	3.24[60]



	50
	6
	"Red Sky at Morning"
	Cliff Bole[image: External link]
	Laurence Andries
	November 8, 2007
	3T6906
	3.01[60]



	51
	7
	"Fresh Blood"
	Kim Manners
	Sera Gamble
	November 15, 2007
	3T6907
	2.88[60]



	52
	8
	"A Very Supernatural Christmas"
	J. Miller Tobin[image: External link]
	Jeremy Carver
	December 13, 2007
	3T6908
	3.02[60]



	53
	9
	"Malleus Maleficarum"
	Robert Singer
	Ben Edlund
	January 31, 2008
	3T6909
	2.95[60]



	54
	10
	"Dream a Little Dream of Me"
	Steve Boyum[image: External link]
	Story by: Sera Gamble & Cathryn Humphris

Teleplay by: Cathryn Humphris
	February 7, 2008
	3T6910
	2.68[60]



	55
	11
	"Mystery Spot"
	Kim Manners
	Story by: Jeremy Carver & Emily McLaughlin

Teleplay by: Jeremy Carver
	February 14, 2008
	3T6912
	2.97[60]



	56
	12
	"Jus in Bello"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Sera Gamble
	February 21, 2008
	3T6911
	3.23[60]



	57
	13
	"Ghostfacers"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Ben Edlund
	April 24, 2008
	3T6913
	2.22[60]



	58
	14
	"Long Distance Call"
	Robert Singer
	Jeremy Carver
	May 1, 2008
	3T6914
	2.63[60]



	59
	15
	"Time Is on My Side"
	Charles Beeson
	Sera Gamble
	May 8, 2008
	3T6915
	2.55[60]



	60
	16
	"No Rest for the Wicked"
	Kim Manners
	Eric Kripke
	May 15, 2008
	3T6916
	3.00[60]




Season 4 (2008–09)

Main article: Supernatural (season 4)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	61
	1
	"Lazarus Rising"
	Kim Manners[image: External link]
	Eric Kripke
	September 18, 2008
	3T7501
	3.96[61]



	62
	2
	"Are You There, God? It's Me, Dean Winchester"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Story by: Sera Gamble[image: External link] & Lou Bollo

Teleplay by: Sera Gamble
	September 25, 2008
	3T7502
	3.18[62]



	63
	3
	"In the Beginning"
	Steve Boyum[image: External link]
	Jeremy Carver
	October 2, 2008
	3T7504
	3.51[63]



	64
	4
	"Metamorphosis"
	Kim Manners
	Cathryn Humphris[image: External link]
	October 9, 2008
	3T7505
	3.15[64]



	65
	5
	"Monster Movie"
	Robert Singer
	Ben Edlund[image: External link]
	October 16, 2008
	3T7503
	3.06[65]



	66
	6
	"Yellow Fever"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	October 23, 2008
	3T7506
	3.25[66]



	67
	7
	"It's the Great Pumpkin, Sam Winchester"
	Charles Beeson[image: External link]
	Julie Siege
	October 30, 2008
	3T7507
	3.55[67]



	68
	8
	"Wishful Thinking"
	Robert Singer
	Story by: Ben Edlund & Lou Bollo

Teleplay by: Ben Edlund
	November 6, 2008
	3T7508
	3.24[68]



	69
	9
	"I Know What You Did Last Summer"
	Charles Beeson
	Sera Gamble
	November 13, 2008
	3T7509
	2.94[69]



	70
	10
	"Heaven and Hell"
	J. Miller Tobin[image: External link]
	Story by: Trevor Sands

Teleplay by: Eric Kripke
	November 20, 2008
	3T7510
	3.34[70]



	71
	11
	"Family Remains"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Jeremy Carver
	January 15, 2009
	3T7511
	2.98[71]



	72
	12
	"Criss Angel Is a Douchebag"
	Robert Singer
	Julie Siege
	January 22, 2009
	3T7512
	3.06[72]



	73
	13
	"After School Special"
	Adam Kane[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	January 29, 2009
	3T7513
	3.56[73]



	74
	14
	"Sex and Violence"
	Charles Beeson
	Cathryn Humphris
	February 5, 2009
	3T7514
	3.37[74]



	75
	15
	"Death Takes a Holiday"
	Steve Boyum
	Jeremy Carver
	March 12, 2009
	3T7515
	2.84[75]



	76
	16
	"On the Head of a Pin"
	Mike Rohl[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund
	March 19, 2009
	3T7516
	3.37[76]



	77
	17
	"It's a Terrible Life"
	James L. Conway[image: External link]
	Sera Gamble
	March 26, 2009
	3T7517
	3.13[77]



	78
	18
	"The Monster at the End of This Book"
	Mike Rohl
	Story by: Julie Siege & Nancy Weiner

Teleplay by: Julie Siege
	April 2, 2009
	3T7518
	3.27[78]



	79
	19
	"Jump the Shark"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	April 23, 2009
	3T7519
	2.70[79]



	80
	20
	"The Rapture"
	Charles Beeson
	Jeremy Carver
	April 30, 2009
	3T7520
	2.95[80]



	81
	21
	"When the Levee Breaks"
	Robert Singer
	Sera Gamble
	May 7, 2009
	3T7521
	2.79[81]



	82
	22
	"Lucifer Rising"
	Eric Kripke
	Eric Kripke
	May 14, 2009
	3T7522
	2.89[82]




Season 5 (2009–10)

Main article: Supernatural (season 5)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	83
	1
	"Sympathy for the Devil"
	Robert Singer
	Eric Kripke
	September 10, 2009
	3X5201
	3.40[83]



	84
	2
	"Good God, Y'All!"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Sera Gamble[image: External link]
	September 17, 2009
	3X5202
	2.80[84]



	85
	3
	"Free to Be You and Me"
	J. Miller Tobin[image: External link]
	Jeremy Carver
	September 24, 2009
	3X5203
	2.66[85]



	86
	4
	"The End"
	Steve Boyum[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund[image: External link]
	October 1, 2009
	3X5204
	2.62[86]



	87
	5
	"Fallen Idols"
	James L. Conway[image: External link]
	Julie Siege
	October 8, 2009
	3X5205
	2.47[87]



	88
	6
	"I Believe the Children Are Our Future"
	Charles Beeson[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	October 15, 2009
	3X5206
	2.59[88]



	89
	7
	"The Curious Case of Dean Winchester"
	Robert Singer
	Story by: Sera Gamble & Jenny Klein

Teleplay by: Sera Gamble
	October 29, 2009
	3X5207
	2.90[89]



	90
	8
	"Changing Channels"
	Charles Beeson
	Jeremy Carver
	November 5, 2009
	3X5208
	2.65[90]



	91
	9
	"The Real Ghostbusters"
	James L. Conway
	Story by: Nancy Weiner

Teleplay by: Eric Kripke
	November 12, 2009
	3X5209
	2.69[91]



	92
	10
	"Abandon All Hope..."
	Phil Sgriccia
	Ben Edlund
	November 19, 2009
	3X5210
	2.51[92]



	93
	11
	"Sam, Interrupted"
	James L. Conway
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	January 21, 2010
	3X5211
	2.79[93]



	94
	12
	"Swap Meat"
	Robert Singer
	Story by: Julie Siege & Rebecca Dessertine & Harvey Fedor

Teleplay by: Julie Siege
	January 28, 2010
	3X5212
	2.65[94]



	95
	13
	"The Song Remains the Same"
	Steve Boyum
	Sera Gamble & Nancy Weiner
	February 4, 2010
	3X5213
	2.28[95]



	96
	14
	"My Bloody Valentine"
	Mike Rohl[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund
	February 11, 2010
	3X5215
	2.51[96]



	97
	15
	"Dead Men Don't Wear Plaid"
	John Showalter
	Jeremy Carver
	March 25, 2010
	3X5214
	2.95[97]



	98
	16
	"Dark Side of the Moon"
	Jeff Woolnough[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	April 1, 2010
	3X5216
	2.40[98]



	99
	17
	"99 Problems"
	Charles Beeson
	Julie Siege
	April 8, 2010
	3X5217
	2.78[99]



	100
	18
	"Point of No Return"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Jeremy Carver
	April 15, 2010
	3X5218
	2.45[100]



	101
	19
	"Hammer of the Gods"
	Rick Bota
	Story by: David Reed

Teleplay by: Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	April 22, 2010
	3X5219
	2.82[101]



	102
	20
	"The Devil You Know"
	Robert Singer
	Ben Edlund
	April 29, 2010
	3X5220
	2.38[102]



	103
	21
	"Two Minutes to Midnight"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Sera Gamble
	May 6, 2010
	3X5221
	2.53[103]



	104
	22
	"Swan Song"
	Steve Boyum
	Story by: Eric Gewitz

Teleplay by: Eric Kripke
	May 13, 2010
	3X5222
	2.84[104]




Season 6 (2010–11)

Main article: Supernatural (season 6)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	105
	1
	"Exile on Main St."
	Phil Sgriccia
	Sera Gamble[image: External link]
	September 24, 2010
	3X6052
	2.90[105]



	106
	2
	"Two and a Half Men"
	John Showalter
	Adam Glass[image: External link]
	October 1, 2010
	3X6053
	2.33[106]



	107
	3
	"The Third Man"
	Robert Singer
	Ben Edlund[image: External link]
	October 8, 2010
	3X6054
	2.16[107]



	108
	4
	"Weekend at Bobby's"
	Jensen Ackles
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	October 15, 2010
	3X6051
	2.84[108]



	109
	5
	"Live Free or Twihard"
	Rod Hardy[image: External link]
	Brett Matthews[image: External link]
	October 22, 2010
	3X6056
	2.47[109]



	110
	6
	"You Can't Handle the Truth"
	Jan Eliasberg[image: External link]
	Story by: David Reed & Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder

Teleplay by: Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	October 29, 2010
	3X6055
	2.52[110]



	111
	7
	"Family Matters"
	Guy Bee[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	November 5, 2010
	3X6057
	2.46[111]



	112
	8
	"All Dogs Go to Heaven"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Adam Glass
	November 12, 2010
	3X6058
	2.09[112]



	113
	9
	"Clap Your Hands If You Believe..."
	John Showalter
	Ben Edlund
	November 19, 2010
	3X6059
	1.94[113]



	114
	10
	"Caged Heat"
	Robert Singer
	Brett Matthews & Jenny Klein
	December 3, 2010
	3X6060
	2.15[114]



	115
	11
	"Appointment in Samarra"
	Mike Rohl[image: External link]
	Sera Gamble & Robert Singer
	December 10, 2010
	3X6061
	2.27[115]



	116
	12
	"Like a Virgin"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Adam Glass
	February 4, 2011
	3X6062
	2.25[116]



	117
	13
	"Unforgiven"
	David Barrett[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	February 11, 2011
	3X6063
	1.97[117]



	118
	14
	"Mannequin 3: The Reckoning"
	Jeannot Szwarc[image: External link]
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	February 18, 2011
	3X6064
	2.25[118]



	119
	15
	"The French Mistake"
	Charles Beeson[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund
	February 25, 2011
	3X6065
	2.18[119]



	120
	16
	"...And Then There Were None"
	Mike Rohl
	Brett Matthews
	March 4, 2011
	3X6066
	2.14[120]



	121
	17
	"My Heart Will Go On"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	April 15, 2011
	3X6068
	2.26[121]



	122
	18
	"Frontierland"
	Guy Bee
	Story by: Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin & Jackson Stewart

Teleplay by: Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	April 22, 2011
	3X6067
	1.90[122]



	123
	19
	"Mommy Dearest"
	John Showalter
	Adam Glass
	April 29, 2011
	3X6069
	2.01[123]



	124
	20
	"The Man Who Would Be King"
	Ben Edlund
	Ben Edlund
	May 6, 2011
	3X6070
	2.11[124]



	125
	21
	"Let It Bleed"
	John Showalter
	Sera Gamble
	May 20, 2011
	3X6071
	2.02[125]



	126
	22
	"The Man Who Knew Too Much"
	Robert Singer
	Eric Kripke
	May 20, 2011
	3X6072
	2.11[125]




Season 7 (2011–12)

Main article: Supernatural (season 7)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	127
	1
	"Meet the New Boss"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Sera Gamble[image: External link]
	September 23, 2011
	3X7052
	2.01[126]



	128
	2
	"Hello, Cruel World"
	Guy Bee[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund[image: External link]
	September 30, 2011
	3X7053
	1.80[127]



	129
	3
	"The Girl Next Door"
	Jensen Ackles
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	October 7, 2011
	3X7051
	1.72[128]



	130
	4
	"Defending Your Life"
	Robert Singer
	Adam Glass[image: External link]
	October 14, 2011
	3X7054
	1.69[129]



	131
	5
	"Shut Up, Dr. Phil"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 21, 2011
	3X7055
	1.92[130]



	132
	6
	"Slash Fiction"
	John Showalter
	Robbie Thompson
	October 28, 2011
	3X7056
	1.74[131]



	133
	7
	"The Mentalists"
	Mike Rohl[image: External link]
	Ben Acker & Ben Blacker
	November 4, 2011
	3X7057
	1.84[132]



	134
	8
	"Season Seven, Time for a Wedding!"
	Tim Andrew
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	November 11, 2011
	3X7058
	1.85[133]



	135
	9
	"How to Win Friends and Influence Monsters"
	Guy Bee
	Ben Edlund
	November 18, 2011
	3X7059
	1.55[134]



	136
	10
	"Death's Door"
	Robert Singer
	Sera Gamble
	December 2, 2011
	3X7060
	1.89[135]



	137
	11
	"Adventures in Babysitting"
	Jeannot Szwarc[image: External link]
	Adam Glass
	January 6, 2012
	3X7061
	1.82[136]



	138
	12
	"Time After Time"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Robbie Thompson
	January 13, 2012
	3X7062
	1.55[137]



	139
	13
	"The Slice Girls"
	Jerry Wanek
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	February 3, 2012
	3X7063
	1.72[138]



	140
	14
	"Plucky Pennywhistle's Magical Menagerie"
	Mike Rohl
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	February 10, 2012
	3X7064
	1.88[139]



	141
	15
	"Repo Man"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Ben Edlund
	February 17, 2012
	3X7065
	1.74[140]



	142
	16
	"Out with the Old"
	John Showalter
	Robert Singer & Jenny Klein
	March 16, 2012
	3X7066
	1.73[141]



	143
	17
	"The Born-Again Identity"
	Robert Singer
	Sera Gamble
	March 23, 2012
	3X7067
	1.63[142]



	144
	18
	"Party on, Garth"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Adam Glass
	March 30, 2012
	3X7068
	1.78[143]



	145
	19
	"Of Grave Importance"
	Tim Andrew
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	April 20, 2012
	3X7069
	1.57[144]



	146
	20
	"The Girl with the Dungeons and Dragons Tattoo"
	John MacCarthy
	Robbie Thompson
	April 27, 2012
	3X7070
	1.61[145]



	147
	21
	"Reading is Fundamental"
	Ben Edlund
	Ben Edlund
	May 4, 2012
	3X7071
	1.66[146]



	148
	22
	"There Will Be Blood"
	Guy Bee
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	May 11, 2012
	3X7072
	1.58[147]



	149
	23
	"Survival of the Fittest"
	Robert Singer
	Sera Gamble
	May 18, 2012
	3X7073
	1.56[148]




Season 8 (2012–13)

Main article: Supernatural (season 8)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	150
	1
	"We Need to Talk About Kevin"
	Robert Singer
	Jeremy Carver
	October 3, 2012
	3X7802
	1.85[149]



	151
	2
	"What's Up, Tiger Mommy?"
	John Showalter
	Andrew Dabb & Daniel Loflin
	October 10, 2012
	3X7803
	2.51[150]



	152
	3
	"Heartache"
	Jensen Ackles
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 17, 2012
	3X7801
	2.13[151]



	153
	4
	"Bitten"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Robbie Thompson
	October 24, 2012
	3X7804
	1.86[152]



	154
	5
	"Blood Brother"
	Guy Bee[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund[image: External link]
	October 31, 2012
	3X7805
	1.78[153]



	155
	6
	"Southern Comfort"
	Tim Andrew
	Adam Glass[image: External link]
	November 7, 2012
	3X7806
	2.32[154]



	156
	7
	"A Little Slice of Kevin"
	Charlie Carner[image: External link]
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	November 14, 2012
	3X7807
	2.32[155]



	157
	8
	"Hunteri Heroici"
	Paul Edwards[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb
	November 28, 2012
	3X7808
	2.00[156]



	158
	9
	"Citizen Fang"
	Nick Copus[image: External link]
	Daniel Loflin
	December 5, 2012
	3X7809
	2.06[157]



	159
	10
	"Torn and Frayed"
	Robert Singer
	Jenny Klein
	January 16, 2013
	3X7810
	1.99[158]



	160
	11
	"LARP and the Real Girl"
	Jeannot Szwarc[image: External link]
	Robbie Thompson
	January 23, 2013
	3X7811
	2.01[159]



	161
	12
	"As Time Goes By"
	Serge Ladouceur
	Adam Glass
	January 30, 2013
	3X7812
	2.12[160]



	162
	13
	"Everybody Hates Hitler"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Ben Edlund
	February 6, 2013
	3X7814
	2.29[161]



	163
	14
	"Trial and Error"
	Kevin Parks
	Andrew Dabb
	February 13, 2013
	3X7813
	2.41[162]



	164
	15
	"Man's Best Friend with Benefits"
	John Showalter
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	February 20, 2013
	3X7815
	2.10[163]



	165
	16
	"Remember the Titans"
	Steve Boyum[image: External link]
	Daniel Loflin
	February 27, 2013
	3X7816
	2.13[164]



	166
	17
	"Goodbye Stranger"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Robbie Thompson
	March 20, 2013
	3X7817
	2.16[165]



	167
	18
	"Freaks and Geeks"
	John Showalter
	Adam Glass
	March 27, 2013
	3X7818
	2.23[166]



	168
	19
	"Taxi Driver"
	Guy Bee
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	April 3, 2013
	3X7819
	1.90[167]



	169
	20
	"Pac-Man Fever"
	Robert Singer
	Robbie Thompson
	April 24, 2013
	3X7820
	2.38[168]



	170
	21
	"The Great Escapist"
	Robert Duncan McNeill[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund
	May 1, 2013
	3X7821
	2.07[169]



	171
	22
	"Clip Show"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Andrew Dabb
	May 8, 2013
	3X7822
	2.07[170]



	172
	23
	"Sacrifice"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Jeremy Carver
	May 15, 2013
	3X7823
	2.31[171]




Season 9 (2013–14)

Main article: Supernatural (season 9)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	173
	1
	"I Think I'm Gonna Like It Here"
	John Showalter
	Jeremy Carver
	October 8, 2013
	4X5052
	2.59[172]



	174
	2
	"Devil May Care"
	Guy Bee[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb
	October 15, 2013
	4X5051
	2.33[173]



	175
	3
	"I'm No Angel"
	Kevin Hooks[image: External link]
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 22, 2013
	4X5053
	2.34[174]



	176
	4
	"Slumber Party"
	Robert Singer
	Robbie Thompson
	October 29, 2013
	4X5054
	2.19[175]



	177
	5
	"Dog Dean Afternoon"
	Tim Andrew
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	November 5, 2013
	4X5056
	2.15[176]



	178
	6
	"Heaven Can't Wait"
	Rob Spera
	Robert Berens
	November 12, 2013
	4X5057
	2.36[177]



	179
	7
	"Bad Boys"
	Kevin Parks
	Adam Glass[image: External link]
	November 19, 2013
	4X5055
	2.01[178]



	180
	8
	"Rock and a Hard Place"
	John MacCarthy
	Jenny Klein
	November 26, 2013
	4X5058
	2.39[179]



	181
	9
	"Holy Terror"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	December 3, 2013
	4X5059
	2.42[180]



	182
	10
	"Road Trip"
	Robert Singer
	Andrew Dabb
	January 14, 2014
	4X5060
	2.21[181]



	183
	11
	"First Born"
	John Badham
	Robbie Thompson
	January 21, 2014
	4X5061
	2.65[182]



	184
	12
	"Sharp Teeth"
	John Showalter
	Adam Glass
	January 28, 2014
	4X5062
	2.76[183]



	185
	13
	"The Purge"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	February 4, 2014
	4X5063
	2.46[184]



	186
	14
	"Captives"
	Jerry Wanek
	Robert Berens
	February 25, 2014
	4X5064
	2.12[185]



	187
	15
	"#THINMAN"
	Jeannot Szwarc[image: External link]
	Jenny Klein
	March 4, 2014
	4X5066
	1.93[186]



	188
	16
	"Blade Runners"
	Serge Ladouceur
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	March 18, 2014
	4X5065
	1.86[187]



	189
	17
	"Mother's Little Helper"
	Misha Collins
	Adam Glass
	March 25, 2014
	4X5067
	2.25[188]



	190
	18
	"Meta Fiction"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Robbie Thompson
	April 15, 2014
	4X5068
	1.60[189]



	191
	19
	"Alex Annie Alexis Ann"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Robert Berens
	April 22, 2014
	4X5069
	2.10[190]



	192
	20
	"Bloodlines"
	Robert Singer
	Andrew Dabb
	April 29, 2014
	4X5070
	2.03[191]



	193
	21
	"King of the Damned"
	P. J. Pesce[image: External link]
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	May 6, 2014
	4X5071
	1.59[192]



	194
	22
	"Stairway to Heaven"
	Guy Bee
	Andrew Dabb
	May 13, 2014
	4X5072
	1.74[193]



	195
	23
	"Do You Believe in Miracles?"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Jeremy Carver
	May 20, 2014
	4X5073
	2.30[194]




Season 10 (2014–15)

Main article: Supernatural (season 10)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	196
	1
	"Black"
	Robert Singer
	Jeremy Carver
	October 7, 2014
	4X5802
	2.50[195]



	197
	2
	"Reichenbach"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Andrew Dabb
	October 14, 2014
	4X5803
	2.13[196]



	198
	3
	"Soul Survivor"
	Jensen Ackles
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 21, 2014
	4X5801
	2.08[197]



	199
	4
	"Paper Moon"
	Jeannot Szwarc[image: External link]
	Adam Glass[image: External link]
	October 28, 2014
	4X5804
	1.93[198]



	200
	5
	"Fan Fiction"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Robbie Thompson
	November 11, 2014
	4X5805
	2.17[199]



	201
	6
	"Ask Jeeves"
	John MacCarthy
	Eric Carmelo & Nicole Snyder
	November 18, 2014
	4X5806
	2.54[200]



	202
	7
	"Girls, Girls, Girls"
	Robert Singer
	Robert Berens
	November 25, 2014
	4X5807
	2.30[201]



	203
	8
	"Hibbing 911"
	Tim Andrew
	Story by: Jenny Klein & Phil Sgriccia

Teleplay by: Jenny Klein
	December 2, 2014
	4X5808
	2.33[202]



	204
	9
	"The Things We Left Behind"
	Guy Bee[image: External link]
	Andrew Dabb
	December 9, 2014
	4X5809
	2.62[203]



	205
	10
	"The Hunter Games"
	John Badham
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	January 20, 2015
	4X5811
	2.42[204]



	206
	11
	"There's No Place Like Home"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Robbie Thompson
	January 27, 2015
	4X5810
	2.06[205]



	207
	12
	"About a Boy"
	Serge Ladouceur
	Adam Glass
	February 3, 2015
	4X5812
	2.21[206]



	208
	13
	"Halt & Catch Fire"
	John Showalter
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	February 10, 2015
	4X5813
	1.98[207]



	209
	14
	"The Executioner's Song"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Robert Berens
	February 17, 2015
	4X5814
	2.09[208]



	210
	15
	"The Things They Carried"
	John Badham
	Jenny Klein
	March 18, 2015
	4X5815
	1.73[209]



	211
	16
	"Paint It Black"
	John Showalter
	Brad Bucker & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	March 25, 2015
	4X5816
	1.70[210]



	212
	17
	"Inside Man"
	Rashaad Ernesto Green
	Andrew Dabb
	April 1, 2015
	4X5817
	1.70[211]



	213
	18
	"Book of the Damned"
	P. J. Pesce[image: External link]
	Robbie Thompson
	April 15, 2015
	4X5818
	1.76[212]



	214
	19
	"The Werther Project"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Robert Berens
	April 22, 2015
	4X5819
	1.63[213]



	215
	20
	"Angel Heart"
	Steve Boyum[image: External link]
	Robbie Thompson
	April 29, 2015
	4X5820
	1.74[214]



	216
	21
	"Dark Dynasty"
	Robert Singer
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	May 6, 2015
	4X5823
	1.45[215]



	217
	22
	"The Prisoner"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Andrew Dabb
	May 13, 2015
	4X5821
	1.75[216]



	218
	23
	"Brother's Keeper"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Jeremy Carver
	May 20, 2015
	4X5822
	1.73[217]




Season 11 (2015–16)

Main article: Supernatural (season 11)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	219
	1
	"Out of the Darkness, Into the Fire"
	Robert Singer
	Jeremy Carver
	October 7, 2015
	4X6252
	1.94[218]



	220
	2
	"Form and Void"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Andrew Dabb
	October 14, 2015
	4X6253
	1.85[219]



	221
	3
	"The Bad Seed"
	Jensen Ackles
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 21, 2015
	4X6251
	1.59[220]



	222
	4
	"Baby"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Robbie Thompson
	October 28, 2015
	4X6254
	2.04[221]



	223
	5
	"Thin Lizzie"
	Rashaad Ernesto Green
	Nancy Won
	November 4, 2015
	4X6255
	1.64[222]



	224
	6
	"Our Little World"
	John Showalter
	Robert Berens
	November 11, 2015
	4X6256
	1.70[223]



	225
	7
	"Plush"
	Tim Andrew
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	November 18, 2015
	4X6257
	1.66[224]



	226
	8
	"Just My Imagination"
	Richard Speight, Jr.[image: External link]
	Jenny Klein
	December 2, 2015
	4X6258
	2.00[225]



	227
	9
	"O Brother Where Art Thou?"
	Robert Singer
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	December 9, 2015
	4X6259
	1.90[226]



	228
	10
	"The Devil in the Details"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Andrew Dabb
	January 20, 2016
	4X6260
	1.83[227]



	229
	11
	"Into the Mystic"
	John Badham
	Robbie Thompson
	January 27, 2016
	4X6261
	1.88[228]



	230
	12
	"Don't You Forget About Me"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Nancy Won
	February 3, 2016
	4X6262
	1.87[229]



	231
	13
	"Love Hurts"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Eric Charmelo & Nicole Snyder
	February 10, 2016
	4X6263
	1.83[230]



	232
	14
	"The Vessel"
	John Badham
	Robert Berens
	February 17, 2016
	4X6264
	1.98[231]



	233
	15
	"Beyond the Mat"
	Jerry Wanek
	John Bring & Andrew Dabb
	February 24, 2016
	4X6265
	1.85[232]



	234
	16
	"Safe House"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Robbie Thompson
	March 23, 2016
	4X6266
	1.69[233]



	235
	17
	"Red Meat"
	Nina Lopez-Corrado
	Robert Berens & Andrew Dabb
	March 30, 2016
	4X6267
	1.45[234]



	236
	18
	"Hell's Angel"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	April 6, 2016
	4X6268
	1.75[235]



	237
	19
	"The Chitters"
	Eduardo Sánchez
	Nancy Won
	April 27, 2016
	4X6269
	1.67[236]



	238
	20
	"Don't Call Me Shurley"
	Robert Singer
	Robbie Thompson
	May 4, 2016
	4X6270
	1.54[237]



	239
	21
	"All in the Family"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	May 11, 2016
	4X6271
	1.75[238]



	240
	22
	"We Happy Few"
	John Badham
	Robert Berens
	May 18, 2016
	4X6272
	1.59[239]



	241
	23
	"Alpha and Omega"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Andrew Dabb
	May 25, 2016
	4X6273
	1.84[240]




Season 12 (2016–17)

Main article: Supernatural (season 12)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	242
	1
	"Keep Calm and Carry On"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Andrew Dabb
	October 13, 2016
	T13.19951
	2.15[241]



	243
	2
	"Mamma Mia"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	October 20, 2016
	T13.19952
	1.61[242]



	244
	3
	"The Foundry"
	Robert Singer
	Robert Berens
	October 27, 2016
	T13.19953
	1.68[243]



	245
	4
	"American Nightmare"
	John Showalter
	Davy Perez
	November 3, 2016
	T13.19954
	1.81[244]



	246
	5
	"The One You've Been Waiting For"
	Nina Lopez-Corrado
	Meredith Glynn
	November 10, 2016
	T13.19955
	1.70[245]



	247
	6
	"Celebrating the Life of Asa Fox"
	John Badham
	Steven Yockey
	November 17, 2016
	T13.19956
	1.80[246]



	248
	7
	"Rock Never Dies"
	Eduardo Sánchez
	Robert Berens
	December 1, 2016
	T13.19957
	1.80[247]



	249
	8
	"LOTUS"
	Phil Sgriccia
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	December 8, 2016
	T13.19958
	1.73[248]



	250
	9
	"First Blood"
	Robert Singer
	Andrew Dabb
	January 26, 2017
	T13.19959
	1.72[249]



	251
	10
	"Lily Sunder Has Some Regrets"
	Thomas J. Wright
	Steve Yockey
	February 2, 2017
	T13.19960
	1.73[250]



	252
	11
	"Regarding Dean"
	John Badham
	Meredith Glynn
	February 9, 2017
	T13.19961
	1.73[251]



	253
	12
	"Stuck in the Middle (With You)"
	Richard Speight, Jr.[image: External link]
	Davy Perez
	February 16, 2017
	T13.19962
	1.81[252]



	254
	13
	"Family Feud"
	P. J. Pesce[image: External link]
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	February 23, 2017
	T13.19963
	1.62[253]



	255
	14
	"The Raid"
	John MacCarthy
	Robert Berens
	March 2, 2017
	T13.19964
	1.63[254]



	256
	15
	"Somewhere Between Heaven and Hell"
	Nina Lopez-Corrado
	Davy Perez
	March 9, 2017
	T13.19965
	1.49[255]



	257
	16
	"Ladies Drink Free"
	Amyn Kaderali
	Meredith Glynn
	March 30, 2017
	T13.19966
	1.71[256]



	258
	17
	"The British Invasion"
	John Showalter
	Eugenie Ross-Leming & Brad Buckner
	April 6, 2017
	T13.19967
	1.57[257]



	259
	18
	"The Memory Remains"
	Phil Sgriccia
	John Bring
	April 13, 2017
	T13.19968
	1.58[258]



	260
	19
	"The Future"
	Amanda Tapping[image: External link]
	Robert Berens & Meredith Glynn
	April 27, 2017
	T13.19969
	1.38[259]



	261
	20
	"Twigs & Twine & Tasha Banes"
	Richard Speight, Jr.
	Steve Yockey
	May 4, 2017
	T13.19970
	1.51[260]



	262
	21
	"There's Something About Mary"
	P. J. Pesce
	Brad Buckner & Eugenie Ross-Leming
	May 11, 2017
	T13.19971
	1.42[261]



	263
	22
	"Who We Are"
	John Showalter
	Robert Berens
	May 18, 2017
	T13.19972
	1.75[125]



	264
	23
	"All Along the Watchtower"
	Robert Singer
	Andrew Dabb
	May 18, 2017
	T13.19973
	1.65[125]




Specials



	No.
	Title
	Narrated by
	Aired between
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	"A Very Special Supernatural Special"
	Rob Benedict
	"Do You Believe in Miracles?"

"Black"
	October 6, 2014
	1.07[262]




Home video releases



	Season
	DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] release dates



	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]



	
	1
	September 5, 2006 (DVD)[263]

June 15, 2010 (Blu-ray)[264]
	October 2, 2006 (DVD)[265]

August 22, 2011 (Blu-ray)[266]
	September 6, 2006 (DVD)[267]

October 27, 2010 (Blu-ray)[268]



	
	2
	September 11, 2007 (DVD)[269]

June 14, 2011 (Blu-ray)[270]
	October 29, 2007 (DVD)[271]

August 22, 2011 (Blu-ray)[272]
	October 3, 2007 (DVD)[273]

October 26, 2011 (Blu-ray)[274]



	
	3
	September 2, 2008 (DVD)[275]

November 11, 2008 (Blu-ray)[276]
	August 25, 2008 (DVD)[277]

November 10, 2008 (Blu-ray)[278]
	September 30, 2008 (DVD)[279]

March 4, 2009 (Blu-ray)[280]



	
	4
	September 1, 2009[281]
	November 2, 2009[282]
	January 6, 2010[283]



	
	5
	September 7, 2010[284]
	October 18, 2010[285]
	November 10, 2010[286]



	
	6
	September 13, 2011[287]
	November 7, 2011[288]
	November 2, 2011[289]



	
	7
	September 18, 2012[290]
	November 5, 2012[291]
	October 31, 2012[292]



	
	8
	September 10, 2013[293]
	October 28, 2013[294]
	September 25, 2013[295]



	
	9
	September 9, 2014[296]
	June 8, 2015[297]
	October 8, 2014[298]



	
	10
	September 8, 2015[299]
	March 21, 2016[300]
	September 9, 2015[301]



	
	11
	September 6, 2016[302]
	October 10, 2016[303]
	September 7, 2016[304]




Notes



	
^ Statistics run from September 19, 2005 through May 7, 2006, leaving out the season premiere.


	
^ Statistics run from September 22, 2008 through May 17, 2009, leaving out the season premiere.


	
^ Live ratings only
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