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  My Heart—Christ’s Home has been one of the most beloved pieces of Christian literature of our time. With over ten million copies in circulation, it has introduced countless people around the world to what it means to bring every aspect of our lives under the leadership of Jesus Christ.




  Its publishing history began in 1951. It appeared as an article in the June issue of HIS, the student magazine of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA (IVCF), having come to the attention of the magazine after Robert Munger had preached it to a group of InterVarsity college students in the Chicago area. Requests to reprint the article were so numerous that the publishing division of IVCF, InterVarsity Press (IVP), decided in 1954 to publish it as a booklet, which sold for ten cents.




  Many editions of the booklet have been produced in the fifty years since that time. After it was released by IVP, Revell Publishing Company included it in the book What Jesus Says. In 1963 Decision magazine reprinted a version of it, and beginning in 1972 the Billy Graham Association gave away hundreds of thousands of copies at crusades as follow-up material to those who came forward to make a decision for Christ. IVP asked Dr. Munger to expand the original booklet by adding more rooms and updating the language. This was published in 1992 and is the version you now hold in your hands.




  Over the decades, InterVarsity Press has liberally granted permission to hundreds of individuals and organizations to republish all or some of the booklet in magazines, newsletters, books and (more recently) in many electronic formats, including on many websites. There have been slimline editions, large-print editions and Braille editions. Several dramatized versions have been adapted from the booklet and performed in churches. There is also a videotape version of one such adaptation available. In addition, the booklet has been published internationally in twenty-seven editions and sixteen languages.




  InterVarsity Press itself has published a hardback, full-color gift edition, a hardback miniature book gift edition, a companion Bible study guide, and a children’s version produced in both a large format and as a booklet—the same format the original was published in.




  What has made this message so widely loved? Why has it touched the hearts of so many people all over the globe? At the end of this book, Dr. Munger offers his own musings on this very question. Certainly its simplicity makes it accessible to everyone. The story is clear and straightforward, and it uses an analogy everyone is familiar with—one’s home.




  The story is simple but never simplistic, for turning one’s life over to another, even to one as trustworthy and attractive as Jesus, is not an easy matter. The author does not minimize or trivialize this difficulty. So the story is also an honest one as well.




  Another captivating aspect is that it comes to us in the form of a story, a story about a person, someone we can identify with, someone whose desires and fears are much like our own. The universal quality of the anonymous narrator of the story allows each of us to put ourselves in his place and imagine our own conversations with Jesus.




  In this way, Jesus himself becomes very real, concrete and personal. He is not some misty figure from the distant past. Rather he is as real as a friend who sits and chats with us at the kitchen table. His character, his compassion, his grace come through and touch our hearts.




  No doubt the most significant reason for the story’s widespread ministry is that God, for his own purposes and for his own reasons, has chosen to use it to bless the lives of millions. InterVarsity Press considers itself privileged to be associated with this brief message that has had such a lasting impact. We look forward to what God will do through it in the next fifty years.
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  In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes these words: “That [God] may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:16-17). Or, as another has translated, “That Christ may settle down and be at home in your hearts by faith” (Weymouth).
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