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    CHAPTER 1


    The Jesus Revolution




    The roller coaster of life: a revolution!




    If we stop to reflect about life and how it is, we will possibly arrive at several conclusions, which can still vary from person to person due to the different moments in life. Thankfully so, because diversity is part of life.




    However, I would like to share the conclusion that I draw from life. For me, life is a roller coaster! Sometimes we’re up high, attending college with excellent grades, or doing a paid internship in the second year course, our dating life going from good to better, with no pressure. At home it is also marvelous: parents are Superfriends and siblings are sweet. Moreover, your favorite team is winning the championship. And so, no suffering and despair! With God, it seems that Psalm 139 was inspired by our lives, “Lord, I know that thou hast”. He’s with us and knows everything that goes on.




    But still, there are days in our lives that seem to be upside down. It’s like riding a roller coaster and we get to that moment when we feel that the roller car, because of the loops, leaves the trail and at any moment we could fall flat on our face. How often is our life like that? Similarly, in a situation where a teacher arrives in the classroom and requires a reading of three books, of 780 pages each, and a review to be delivered within a week by strictly following all the rules of a scientific methodology. Do you remember? (The texts must be submitted on white paper, A4 (21 cm x 29.7 cm), typed in black in Arial or Times New Roman, justified, and with an indication of paragraphs, font size 12 to 10 text for long quotations and footnotes etc.) It is better stop here; after all, this is a book to be read, not a piece of college work to be done, right?




    But back to the days of “lows”. Who has never come home after getting on a crowded bus and found instant noodles sitting on the stove for the last three hours, waiting anxiously for someone to devour it? Or has entered the room, turned on the computer to connect to the Internet, and realized that there was no connection because the monthly fee had not been paid, and moreover receives an angry phone call from a girlfriend or boyfriend because you just forgot their birthday? And to make matters worse, they have received the news that their father has cancer!




    We can affirm that life is exactly like this: a roller coaster. Sometimes we’re up, sometimes down. When everything is going well, we do not question, we just seize the moment and nothing else. But when we are in the worst lows, many questions arise such as: Why me? Where is God? When will it end? Why I was born to suffer like this? These events just come and shake our structures.




    Then in our mind, comes the idea of a God who has forgotten us, that he is far away and does not see our suffering. Thus, we believe that God wants us to be punished and not happy!




    However, before this roller coaster, one must understand that God has a nice role in our lives. To embrace this roller coaster, what should we take with us initially?




    Correct were those who thought the “seat belt” or “safety lock”. God has, in a sense, this function: SAFETY! Security in the good times and bad times. When all goes well, he takes care of the details so we don’t leave the track, and when everything goes wrong, he is the security that does not make us give up.




    I invite you to ask yourself a couple of questions: Do I have a seat belt? Am I with God?




    Today, the image of God is very misleading, and we fall into immense relativism. The picture of God, who is Father and Creator, is far from reality. Some people carry with them an image of God as an executioner, always waiting for the moment to condemn us into fire and brimstone. Others have the image of an indifferent God, who put us in this world and turned his back on us... God, for me, is a revolutionary! A revolutionary who became a man.




    Knowing the revolution




    Jesus simply changed the story. Everything is told from Jesus’ birth, like it or not: every fact narrated is located before Christ (B.C.) or after Christ (A.C.). He changed everything to come into the world, and if He changed the whole story, can He not change ours?




    Today the world is marked by marketing. We hear a lot about networking, personal marketing etc. Thus, let´s think about the politicians: who, when campaigning, make dozens of promises – better wages, reduced taxes, lower inflation, care for the sick and the poor, jobs for all... All this on top of a huge marketing strategy and advertisements in the media. Jesus, in contrast, did not have a campaign plan as an attraction. During his “campaign” of the proclamation of the Kingdom of God, what did He promise? “The foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head” (Matthew 8,20). We would say that this “campaign” would be a useless failure.




    Apparently, Jesus had no ability to choose people who would be at his side. He relied too much on others; among those whom he called, most could not read or write. Among the twelve chosen, one betrayed him, another one denied him, the others fled and only one remained near the cross. To evangelize the pagans He chose a persecutor of Christians, Paul, “He has chosen us weak people and sinners.” Jesus is incorrigible: choose what in the world is weak and contemptible to shame the strong ... What about us, who are we choosing?




    Jesus is not concerned with the quantity but the quality. One day, a friend joked that Jesus was the first Twitterer, as He spoke to Matthew: “Come, follow me.” But surely Jesus was not concerned with the number of people, but with the people themselves! Each one of them. He didn´t see the crowd, but each one in particular. If you notice, Jesus was not good at math because exact numbers were not his strength.




    Do you know that parable about a man who had a flock of one hundred sheep, and one of them was missing? What did he do? How is one to him as important as the 99, that is, 1 = 99? He leaves the 99 to seek that one which was lost, and finding it, he returned to his home happy and festive. What about us, what we would have thought? Well, what is best to do is to hold the 99 before others get lost! Such a parable, once again shows the logic of Jesus: 1 = 99! It’s this logic that makes the person the more important.




    Many of the attitudes of Jesus disrupt “normal” reality. He breaks with everything that is normal. He is a master at breaking paradigms.




    What about you, are you up to tackling this? Are you ready to get out of the normal? And ready to swim against the tide?




    Paul said, “The preaching of the cross [Christ] is foolishness to those who are perishing” (I Corinthians 1,18). Having that confidence in God is to venture into life with the risk of being called crazy! After all, it’s too crazy to be a man or woman of God, because it means breaking paradigms every day.




    In the adventure of following Christ, you must have a willingness to be crazy here on earth to be, in fact, sane in Heaven! To live morning and afternoon with ups and downs, but with the firm conviction that heaven is ours!




    Mornings and afternoons




    The Bible is full of stories of people who lived well, an ordinary life that, at one point became extraordinary in Jesus.




    Do you remember the early afternoon when Jesus met the Samaritan woman? Jesus, in this episode, was keen to set the time: it was noon. Right now, what time is it on your watch? Record this time, it is time to meet God! It’s time to have an appointment with the One who loves you unconditionally. He wants to do in your life what He did with the Samaritan woman´s life. Do you want to feel? Then open your heart.




    That woman was seen at a very tough time. Midday is time for the noonday sun, time to eat and not go to work. But the midday also serves to separate the morning and afternoon, and, is indeed, a point of division.




    We do not know how that woman was in the morning, one morning of success or failure was gone, on the roller coaster she was experiencing ups and downs. The fact that she left at noon indicates that she carried in her the need that she would not find with anyone else and thus no one would point at her with the attitudes they held in the morning! Finally, no one could witness her actions and the possible “low” of her life. Noon was the time to hide, time not to be seen, not to be found.




    The Samaritan carried in herself so many failures, with self-condemnation, making her mistakes in life, a life of errors. She could not see herself in a positive way! She had become convinced that her errors had defined her as a failure. The morning was all wrong - she had not reached her goals. And she arrived at midday tired, with a bucket in hand, thirsty. Certainly she had felt like a drop in the ocean.




    She was tired of her life. Here, it is possible to stop and think: How many times have we been so tired, wanting to give up everything, to give up ourselves? Remember the roller coaster? These are the low moments!




    She introduced herself at that moment thinking about her morning, considering and adopting undignified defeat. Then the eyes of Jesus were introduced to her, “Give me something to drink.” And she may have said to herself: “Come on, when I condemn myself, Jesus appears and asks me for something to drink!”




    At that time, the look of Jesus seems to say: “Stop with this, the failure is not you! Let’s restart, give me your mistakes! Let’s restart together again”.




    Only such an attitude can make us forget everything that went wrong! Only an attitude that makes real the miracle of rebuilding the fallen and gives hope to the hopeless.




    Stop reading this book for a moment and put yourself in this scene: you, at the edge of your limits. It’s noon. The time that divides the day between morning and afternoon. How was the morning of your life? What happened? How did you come to this well? What are your feelings? What’s going on inside of you? Condemnation? Unworthiness? But behold, Jesus, the revolutionary, comes in and says “Give me your mistakes, your sins, give me your morning.” And He wants also to make you a promise: “I want to give you one more afternoon, but you need to get out of the morning!”




    Now yes, read on. And do not forget, we are on a roller coaster! During the reading, you may experience moments of ups and downs: Are you using the seat belt?




    Jesus looked at the woman not to condemn her, but it was for a deep inner healing, with an eye that welcomes and releases. The interesting thing is that Jesus welcomes, but, at a certain time during the conversation, He points to a truth of that woman! And all she needed was the ability to say: “I am all of this.” Before God, masks do not work. This is not a costume party!




    Recognizing this is the first step to contemplate the upcoming afternoon! While pretending to be ourselves, we will not get anywhere, until we recognize our needs, our struggles, our ills. While we do not give names to our feelings and face them, they become bigger than we are, while we fear harm in the morning, we will not be able to enter the afternoon.




    Jesus reveals us to ourselves! He is the Word that liberates. Here comes the redemptive power of God through His Son Jesus. It is the power of the gaze that returns, causing the woman to discover the unknown forces and assume them before the defeat of her life, but at the same time recognizing the words of Jesus that she was born to succeed!




    Stop again to say: “I was born to succeed! I’m not a hopeless case. I am precious. Jesus now brings me to an afternoon in my life!” I must be convinced of this truth. If you want, write it in the mirror of your room, the headboard, in your notebook, but, above all, write this truth in your heart!




    How many of us have to go through hard learning to say, “I failed”, or “I screwed up”. Through pride, we lie to each other, to God and to ourselves. Jesus gave that woman the strength to admit: “I was not born to live forever in this miserable condition”.




    Acknowledging our errors without launching ourselves in the Love of God is a waste of time! God wants to lift us up, but you must admit failure! Take the morning of life! The hand of God is put in our way, do not be afraid to introduce ourselves with empty buckets and allow Him to fill them, so as not to continue in a life of “an empty bucket rolling around like a tumbleweed.”




    It is important to recognize that what leads us forward is the love of God who encourages us to look at ourselves and see: “It didn’t work, my story is not the best one, but I believe that it can be different”. And it is possible. He, our security, is with us. God facilitates our healing, because that is what He does. He will work with us.




    It is in the loops of life that we truly realize that if not for the safety of God, we would be already done for! It’s like the song says: “Who grabbed me was God”! “The Jesus Revolution in our life is this: a life of new beginnings! Mornings and afternoons!




    I was born to win!




    Sometimes, we specialize in paying attention to only what did not work for us. We assume the posture of the accuser.


    And it’s even worse when we do so with others. Then everything goes wrong!




    Jesus is so revolutionary that He does not look at the prostitute, but the woman; He does not look at the thief, but the disciple; He doesn’t see the sinner, but his son!




    We must live this Jesus Revolution that is able to change our view and let us really see. In the face of Jesus we find love! Our morning can only be healed if we fix our eyes on his face, in his eyes; this is able to reshape us and remove the nameplate with which we had titled ourselves: “failure”.




    Later on, we will talk about the craze that people have to treat us as failures, public squares! However, now we will give ourselves a little sign that says, “I was born to win.” Then, other cards will be placed!




    Life is a box full of surprises! It seems that we’re on a roller coaster daily, or when after a breathtaking climb, we are faced with a dizzying descent! The ups and downs help us to better understand everything around us and teach us to deal with events and people! The life of the Samaritan woman was not different, right?




    But the best is to know that there is always a friend for us, either uphill or downhill, causing a revolution!




    The revolution He brought was one of love. The revolution is of mercy and compassion. It is a revolution of undeserved grace. The revolution of seeing life through the eyes of the good, the loving; taking down the wall of separation, of reconciling Heavens with Earth and living a faith that does not need to be proved, or proved by others, but that is lived in intimacy with God in the ways of the heart.




    In Jesus, the revolution is real. He is changing paradigms and establishing new concepts, the greatest is the smallest, the last is first, the tax collectors and sinners, repentant, enter the Kingdom of Heaven in front of the priests and doctors of religion, and who would be the greatest must be the one that fits all, one is the Master and we are all brothers and those who humble themselves are exalted; peacemakers inherit the earth, the Kingdom is for the poor in spirit and ragged. Who does not do as a child cannot enter the Kingdom of the Lord, there are no formulas or methods, nothing is explained as cause and effect, the sun rises on the just and unjust, and God is good to the ungrateful and wicked. He has a meek and humble heart, his yoke is smooth and his burden is light. He does not argue or shout in the streets, do not break the reed that is already broken off nor clears the fuse that is still smoldering.




    Nobody is forced to follow him. He just invites: “Come and follow me.” There is no fuss, productions, performances, pictures, constraints, control, ulterior motives, castrations or illnesses. Everything is born from God. He is the fruit of the Spirit, not the work of the flesh. For what is good must be born of God within each one of us. It is a gift from above. Jesus is God pouring love and grace for all who open their hearts in truth, sincerity and confidence. It is God identifying with our pains, weaknesses, temptations, illnesses, fears and limitations. It is a divine revolution. It is God making himself poor to enrich us with all his kindness and compassion. It is God coming to hug, play, save, pay our debt, cancel everything that was against us, reconcile us with us, and give us life.




    Just look at Jesus and read the pages of the Gospels to verify the goodness of God pouring through your life. A goodness beyond the borders and prejudices of men. A love that dared to touch those whom no one would ever dare to touch, confronted what no one else would dare to confront. Notice how Jesus healed people, took the children in his arms and blessed them, and told his parables; received those who were excluded by everyone; related himself to his Heavenly Father, as He spoke of life and things. The only answer to this message is to believe, to surrender, to thank and marvel at such goodness, love and mercy. We love because He first loved us. Nobody has ever loved us this way, not given himself this way. Paul the apostle said that God’s love touches every dimension of life and we can get to know this love and prove it. There are no answers to everything, or the need to have them. Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. He is the absolute answer. It is He who guides us and cares for us. So no matter what you’re going through, God’s love is greater than our problems, distress or difficulty.




    He will never leave us alone or helpless. He loves us. What we need to do is follow him, live for Him, depend on him and trust him. Living the Revolution is to take Jesus Christ as the axis of the wheel of our lives! It is to know that in the course of the circle that surrounds us, Christ is always in the center! We need to be revolutionary! Being revolutionary in love and determination!




    In this roller coaster of life we have the right to shout. Without screaming a roller coaster is a carousel, isn´t it? But we must call out a name: Jesus. We are loved by God and we did not fear to shout: I LIVE A JESUS REVOLUTION.




    To find out what is revolution, we will start with astronomy.




    • feminine noun




    2.4 Category: Astronomy orbital motion of a celestial body around the other.




    So we can compare ourselves to the Earth, which revolves around the Sun, which is Jesus. The Church, in its foundation, already referred to Jesus as the Sun, which aims to bring light, warmth and life. And Jesus is the one who brings light, warmth and life.




    The Jesus Revolution, then, is to move our whole life around Jesus, submitting our whole life to Him, knowing that it is Jesus who generates light in our lives. He is the one who warms us up on cold nights. The Jesus Revolution is to let the sunlight penetrates our feelings, affections, borders, and shadows. And to continue around the light source which is God. It makes us imagine a small group of people who are not willing to continue living as they lived in the past, because these people understand that they are not mere puppets, but the protagonists of a new history: a history of salvation. Jesus wept, laughed and rejoiced ... We will only free ourselves of this “craziness”, the sleepless nights, when we allow Jesus Revolution to happen in our lives.




    The song “Monte Inverno” (Winter Hill) by the band Rosa de Saron, tells us about this truth:




    I hear the voice of the wind calling my name




    And I have felt his presence




    around me




    I looked back and saw my old dreams




    And I even cried, and now I miss what I said




    I lament your absence




    I want to see the sun behind the hill




    I want to see the sparkle it brings




    I want to hear your voice again!




    The song says that there is a Sun, and even in our life there is a “hill” that prevents us from seeing it; it’s there, ready to enlighten us and speak to our hearts. So from now on, from reading this book and allowing God in, He will make the change and cause the revolution! He arranged the time and came to meet us. The song says “that even though I am confused, lost /You wait for me.” It doesn’t matter if we are lost, but that He found us now. That makes all the difference! And believe me: He is near!




    Decision time




    The Jesus Revolution keeps us lucid toward life. It makes us perceive a closeness to God who is the Father, and that we are children of Heaven, without the obligation to live a crazy life. We have free will to eat, to dress, to choose which college to attend and for whom to vote; we can choose who we want to be in the heart of God. Regardless of the name given to us by our parents, we have an identity that goes beyond the name: we are children of Heaven.




    From now on, let us walk with the firm decision to live a Jesus Revolution!




    In fact, currently we witness a recycling of what already exists, with a new nomenclature. However, there is nothing under heaven that is really new. Today there’s the punk movement, tomorrow, the skinhead, after tomorrow, the emo, but it all goes away! Not the Jesus Revolution! Lived in a faithful way, this revolution makes us live and be original. No more generic living!




    It is time to decide for a revolution! It is time to wish our lives to be unlike anything we saw and heard. This is the time of the Jesus Revolution and the time to allow it to convince our hearts.




    We must be and feel loved as children, so that our whole life is guided. We used to live in version 2.0 all our lives, even with God, however, we have to live with Him in version 1.0, providing full access to Him as our Father and letting him lead us on a path of happiness. It is literally an uploading of our lives to the server (Heaven) that manages our history.




    Many times we are so wounded that we cannot live a father and son relationship with God, and we transfer our frustrations and disappointments to him, blaming him. Therefore it is important at this moment, to stop and ask yourself: “Do I blame God for my miserable life?” If the answer is yes, it’s time to let him speak to the heart and care for us as children. Feeling ourselves to be a child is not easy, because it means being fragile and we do not like that.




    Let’s think a little bit: when a parent takes a day to be with the child, either for fishing, boating on the lake, playing soccer, teaching him to ride a bike, fly a kite, or any other such activity, the child develops the following thought: “My father loves me. He spent all this time exclusively to me and only me.” Using this example, you must realize it is like God´s “taking” a day for us. God the Father gave what was most precious: his Son Jesus who died for us. Is there a greater revolution than that?




    We cannot lose hope or stop seeking God’s love for us that can be seen in the little things that often go unnoticed in our lives. To feel the love of God and his presence, we should reflect for a moment about the perfection of everything that was created by Him, our life, the life of our neighbors, father and mother, our best friend. If we perceive the love of God, then everything will have a new meaning.




    If you got this far it’s because you want to live this revolution. Let’s begin by letting God take care of us. He is the Father and cares for us. No matter how we got here, if the clothes are soiled by the life we lived, if the safety lock of the roller coaster was engaged, what matters is that we are here. And He welcomes us and engages us in love. A love never before experienced. A donation of love. Similar to what happens in the parable of the prodigal son: the son, having left home and having spent all his money, returns, and in his father’s embrace, all begins and ends! There were no questions from the father, just answers. And the biggest one is: GOD LOVES US!




    He loves us just as we are, He does not leave us the way we are! He prepares a feast for us! He invites us to a party!




    By living this revolution, another challenge has been proposed: revolution!




    But before proceeding, let us pray a little? Let our hearts be convinced of so many truths revealed?




    Prayer




    Father, I’m here, look at me




    I want to feel like a child again




    I’ve been in so many places that made me a slave




    But I know that only in you I am loved as I am!




    Your presence is my livelihood




    Your Word, my food




    I need to hear your voice telling me to my heart,




    to my pain: “Come, beloved son,




    Come relax in my arms




    Come feel loved”




    I want to talk to you as my Father




    I look in your eyes




    Heal my wounds and make me a son again




    Make me see the sun!




    Amen.




    The courage of adventure




    How good it is to stop and to be with God... Life gathers pace. Have we stopped to be with God? It is good to stop, to relate, since God is a person, and we have relationships with people! It is only this way that we create intimacy. Prayer is to have your life ready. It is a life of prayer! But forward, we’ll talk about how wonderful it is to live a life in prayer!
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