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INTRODUCTION





There are times in every man’s experience when some sudden widening of the boundaries of his knowledge, some vision of hitherto untried and unrealised possibilities, has come through the pages of a book and seemed to bring with it new life and the inspiration of fresh and splendid endeavour.


This is not that book.


It’s merely a book of quotations, inspired by the American humorous writer H. L. Mencken. Looking at William Shakespeare’s sundry works, he perceptively argued that all Will did was string together a lot of old, well-known quotations. When I read this it occurred to me that, if heaping together a bunch of old quotes could work for the Bard, well, it might also work for me. I mean, how hard could it be? Harder than I thought, actually. Anyway, this is the result. So a tip of the old quote collector’s hat to Mr Mencken for the heads-up on this one!


And speaking of Shakespeare…




I have striven hard to open English eyes to the emptiness of Shakespeare’s philosophy, to the superficiality and second-handedness of his morality, to his weakness and incoherence as a thinker, to his snobbery, his vulgar prejudices, his ignorance, his disqualifications of all sorts for the philosophic eminence claimed for him…





Who said that? The Irish writer, George Bernard Shaw, who then added:




With the single exception of Homer, there is no eminent writer, not even Sir Walter Scott, whom I can despise so entirely as I despise Shakespeare when I measure my mind against his … it would positively be a relief to me to dig him up and throw stones at him.





I say, GBS, steady on! Shaw v. Shakespeare. Sounds like the makings of a good old literary feud – if it wasn’t for the fact that Shaw and Shakespeare were born 292 years apart, making any feud worthy of the name chronologically impractical.


A better bet was Lord Byron. His contemporaries queued up to feud with him. Why was he, a poet and leading figure in the Romantic period, so widely detested? I had no idea of the low regard in which he was held until I started compiling this book. Lady Caroline Lamb called him ‘mad, bad and dangerous to know’, but she was his sweetheart at the time, so it sounds more like a boast to her girlfriends, accompanied by a knowing wink. She didn’t exactly add ‘If yah know what ah’m sayin’’, but that was her obvious drift.


George Eliot called Byron a ‘vulgar-minded genius’, and the Duke of Wellington said of his coterie, ‘I hate the whole race of them, there never existed a more worthless set than Byron and his friends.’ And even in death he was not free of disapproval. The artist John Constable, on hearing of Byron’s death in 1824, reflected, ‘The world is rid of Lord Byron, but the deadly slime of his touch still remains.’ (Only speak good of the dead. He’s dead? Good!)


One of the most poisonous literary feuds of recent years was the one between the two American political firebrands Gore Vidal and Truman Capote. This was Vidal on Capote:




He’s a full-fledged housewife from Kansas with all the prejudices.





And this was Capote on Vidal:




I guess Gore left the country because he felt that he was underappreciated here. I have news for him: people who actually read his books will underappreciate him everywhere.





Vidal again:




It is inhuman to attack Capote. You are attacking an elf.





And again, this time on Capote’s death:




It was a good career move.





The massive growth of social media has led to the democratisation of literary feuding. It’s never been easier to fire up a good feud. But who to target? Well, you could start with steering well clear of that elite team of literary notables at Biteback Publishing. To name but seven: Iain Dale, Sam Carter, Lewis Carpenter, Hollie Teague, Namkwan Cho, Olivia Beattie and Charlotte Seymour. Frankly, let me advise you not to mess with any of them. I speak from bitter personal experience!


And what to say? Try borrowing from this book. There are plenty of tart, barbed, cutting and caustic comments lurking within these pages. Many of them eminently tweetable. It’s over to you, fellow feuders!
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#ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND DEDICATIONS


To the reader of this book, without whom there would be no point in being the writer of this book.


Fred Metcalf, The Biteback Dictionary of Humorous Literary Quotations (2013)


… a catalogue of favourite aunts, perfect spouses and the profoundest platitudes. Dedications really do bring out the worst in authors.


The Bloomsbury Dictionary of Dedications, ed. by Adrian Room (1990)


For my mum, the most important woman in my life, this book is dedicated to you. Now for God’s sake don’t read it.


Russell Brand, My Booky Wook: A Memoir of Sex, Drugs and Stand-Up (2007)


Many people, other than the authors, contribute to the making of a book, from the first person who had the bright idea of alphabetic writing through the inventor of movable type to the lumberjacks who felled the trees that were pulped for its printing. It is not customary to acknowledge the trees themselves, though their commitment is total.


Richard Forsyth and Roy Rada, Machine Learning (1986)


As an actor and writer Stephen Fry has bestridden the world for a quarter of a century, sowing discord, agitation and dismay. His power grows daily and his disciples are many. However, it is written that at the Time of Leavening, a Chosen One will arise to destroy him. Until that time, Mr Fry will continue to direct, broadcast, act and write in North London and Norfolk, where his best friends are the flowers.


Stephen Fry, Making History (1996)


Neil Gaiman is a messy-haired white male author trapped in the body of an identical white male author with perhaps even less-tidy hair. His books and comics have won many awards. He thanks you for your offer of a comb but does not believe it would do any good. Despite being English, he lives more in America than he does anywhere else in the world, and is currently somewhere in his mid-forties. He wrote this book especially for you.


Neil Gaiman, American Gods (2001)


You know how it is. You pick up a book, flip to the dedication, and find that, once again, the author has dedicated a book to someone else and not you.


Not this time.


Because we haven’t yet met/have only a glancing acquaintance/are just crazy about each other/haven’t seen each other in much too long/are in some way related/will never meet, but will, I trust, despite that, always think fondly of each other…


This one’s for you.


With you know what, and you probably know why.


Neil Gaiman, Anansi Boys (2005)


To mankind.


King C. Gillette, The People’s Corporation (1924)


My dear Lucy, I wrote this story for you, but when I began it I had not realised that girls grow quicker than books. As a result you are already too old for fairy tales, and by the time it is printed and bound you will be older still. But some day you will be old enough to start reading fairy tales again. You can then take it down from some upper shelf, dust it, and tell me what you think of it. I shall probably be too deaf to hear, and too old to understand a word you say, but I shall still be your affectionate Godfather.


C. S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (1950). Dedicated to his god-daughter, Lucy Barfield.


This book is dedicated to my brilliant and beautiful wife without whom I would be nothing. She always comforts and consoles, never complains or interferes, asks nothing, and endures all. She also writes my dedications.


Albert Malvino, American scientist


This book is dedicated to my bank balance.


Spike Milligan, Silly Verse for Kids (1959)


To my dear brother Desmond, who made my boyhood happy and with whom I have never had a cross word, mind you he drives his wife mad.


Spike Milligan, ‘Rommel?’ ‘Gunner Who?’ (1974)


To her – Hand in hand we come. Christopher Robin and I. To lay this book in your lap. Say you’re surprised? Say you like it? Say it’s just what you wanted? Because it’s yours – because we love you.


A. A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh (1926). Dedicated to his wife.


I hope you get as much pleasure reading my book as I got spending the money you paid me for it.


Dan Poynter, American writer, publisher and speaker


This book was written using 100% recycled words.


Terry Pratchett, Wyrd Sisters (1988)


This book is dedicated to all the donkeys and mules in the world…


Dr Elisabeth D. Svendsen, A Passion for Donkeys (1988)


This book is dedicated to the one woman Fate has created for me. So far I’ve managed to avoid her.


Jon Winokur, American writer and editor


To my daughter Leonora without whose never-failing sympathy and encouragement this book would have been finished in half the time.


P. G. Wodehouse, The Heart of a Goof (1926)


#AGENTS


Talking of agents, when I opened the morning paper one morning last week, I saw that it had finally happened; somebody had shot one. It was probably for the wrong reasons, but at least it was a step in the right direction.


Raymond Chandler, American novelist and screenwriter, letter, 1951


The author’s agent fosters in authors the greed for an immediate money return … at the cost of all dignity and repose.


William Heinemann, English publisher


See also #PUBLISHERS



#AMATEURS AND BEGINNERS


The artistic temperament is a disease that afflicts amateurs.


G. K. Chesterton, Heretics (1905)


There are too many people around who mistake a love of reading with a talent for writing.


Stanley Ellin, American mystery writer


The first thing a writer has to do is find another source of income.


Ellen Gilchrist, American novelist and poet


Genius can write on the back of old envelopes but mere talent requires the finest stationery available.


Dorothy Parker, American wit (attrib.)


A writer who waits for ideal conditions under which to work will die without putting a word on paper.


E. B. White, interview in the Paris Review, autumn 1969


#ARTIST’S LIFE, THE


The artist’s wife will know that there is no more sombre enemy of good art than the pram in the hall.


Cyril Connolly, Enemies of Promise (1938)


She is like most artists; she has style without any sincerity.


Oscar Wilde, ‘The Nightingale and the Rose’, The Happy Prince and Other Tales (1888)


All art is quite useless.


Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890)


No great artist ever sees things as they really are. If he did he would cease to be an artist.


Oscar Wilde, ‘The Decay of Lying’ (1891)


A true artist takes no notice whatever of the public. The public to him are non-existent. He leaves that to the popular novelist.


Oscar Wilde, ‘The Soul of Man under Socialism’ (1891)


I had a private income – the young artist’s best friend.


P. G. Wodehouse, Quick Service (1940)


See also #WRITER’S LIFE, THE


#AUSTEN, JANE


1775–1817, English novelist


Indulge your imagination in every possible flight.


Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (1813)


Dear Diary, Today I tried not to think about Mr Knightly. I tried not to think about him when I discussed the menu with Cook … I tried not to think about him in the garden where I thrice plucked the petals off a daisy to ascertain his feelings for Harriet. I don’t think we should keep daisies in the garden, they really are a drab little flower. And I tried not to think about him when I went to bed, but something had to be done.


Jane Austen, Emma (1815)


The person, be it gentleman or lady, who has not pleasure in a good novel, must be intolerably stupid.


Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey (1817)


… but for my own part, if a book is well written, I always find it too short.


Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey (1817)


I do not want people to be very agreeable, as it saves me the trouble of liking them a great deal.


Jane Austen, Jane Austen’s Letters (1884), ed. by Edward, Lord Brabourne


I think I may boast myself to be, with all possible vanity, the most unlearned and uninformed female who ever dared to be an authoress.


Jane Austen, Jane Austen’s Letters (1884)


Why do you like Miss Austen so very much? I am puzzled on that point. What induced you to say that you would rather have written Pride and Prejudice … than any of the Waverly novels? I should hardly like to live with her ladies and gentlemen, in their elegant but confined houses.


Charlotte Brontë, English novelist


If there is a heaven, Jane Austen is sitting in a small room with Mother Teresa and Princess Diana, listening to Duran Duran, forever. If there’s a hell, she’s standing.


Roddy Doyle, Irish novelist and screenwriter


Miss Austen’s novels … seem to me vulgar in tone, sterile in artistic invention, imprisoned in the wretched conventions of English society, without genius, wit, or knowledge of the world. Never was life so pinched and narrow. The one problem in the mind of the writer … is marriageableness.


Ralph Waldo Emerson, American essayist and poet


I am a Jane Austenite, and therefore slightly imbecile about Jane Austen. My fatuous expression, and airs of personal immunity – how ill they sit on the face, say, of a Stevensonian! But Jane Austen is so different. She is my favourite author! I read and reread, the mouth open and the mind closed. Shut up in measureless content, I greet her by the name of most kind hostess, while criticism slumbers.


E. M. Forster, English novelist


I have discovered that our great favourite, Miss Austen, is my countrywoman … with whom mamma before her marriage was acquainted. Mamma says that she was then the prettiest, silliest, most affected husband-hunting butterfly she ever remembers.


Mary Russell Mitford, letter to Sir William Elford, 1815


Jane Austen’s novels, which strangely retain their hold on the public taste, are tedious to those who dare to think for themselves.


Kate Sanborn, American author and teacher


How I wish I lived in a Jane Austen novel!


Dodie Smith, I Capture the Castle (1948)


I haven’t any right to criticize books, and I don’t do it except when I hate them. I often want to criticize Jane Austen, but her books madden me so that I can’t conceal my frenzy from the reader; and therefore I have to stop every time I begin. Every time I read Pride and Prejudice I want to dig her up and beat her over the skull with her own shin-bone.


Mark Twain, American author and humorist


Just the omission of Jane Austen’s books alone would make a fairly good library out of a library that hadn’t a book in it.


Mark Twain



#AUSTRALIA


In America, only the successful writer is important, in France all writers are important, in England no writer is important, and in Australia you have to explain what a writer is.


Geoffrey Cotterell, English novelist and wit


In the world of success and failure,


Have you noticed the genius spark


Seems brightest in folk from Australia?


We all leave an indelible mark.


You just have to go to the opera,


Or an art-show, or glance at your shelves


To see in a trice that Australians


Have done terribly well for themselves.


Dame Edna Everage (Barry Humphries), ‘Terribly Well’ (song, 1976)


He plunged into the --- creek,


The --- horse was --- weak,


The --- stockman’s face was a --- study!


And though the --- horse was drowned


The --- rider reached the ground


Ejaculating: ---!


---!


W. T. Goodge, ‘The Great Australian Adjective’, The Bulletin


Koala Triangle: a mysterious zone in the Southern Hemisphere where persons of talent disappear without trace.


Barry Humphries, glossary from A Nice Night’s Entertainment (1981)


#AUTOBIOGRAPHY


Autobiography is now as common as adultery – and hardly less reprehensible.


Lord Altrincham, English aristocrat


My brother has just written his memoirs. Memoirs, me arse! You could write that fellow’s memoirs on the back of a stamp and still have enough room left for the Koran.


Brendan Behan, Irish novelist and playwright


Just as there is nothing between the admirable omelette and the intolerable, so with autobiography.


Hilaire Belloc, English writer


This is the sixth book I’ve written, which isn’t bad for a guy who’s only read two.


George Burns, American nonagenarian comedian


Interest in autobiography should begin at home … my chief interest is to delight and engross myself. A modest or inhibited autobiography is written without entertainment to the writer and read with distrust by the reader.


Neville Cardus, introduction to Autobiography (1947)


An autobiography is an obituary in serial form with the last instalment missing.


Quentin Crisp, The Naked Civil Servant (1968)


Democratic societies are unfit for the publication of such thunderous revelations as I am in the habit of making.


Salvador Dalí, Spanish surrealist artist


I’m not saying he’s stupid, but his autobiography won’t be called: The Man Who Knew Too Much.


Jerry Dennis, English comedian


My Turn is the distilled bathwater of Mrs Reagan’s life. It is for the most part sweetish, with a tart edge of rebuke, but disappointingly free of dirt or particulate matter of any kind.


Barbara Ehrenreich, American feminist and journalist


No one should write their autobiography until after they’re dead.


Samuel Goldwyn, American film mogul


Autobiography is an unrivalled vehicle for telling the truth about other people.


Philip Guedalla, British historian and biographer


I am being frank about myself in this book. I tell of my first mistake on page 850.


Henry Kissinger, on his memoirs The White House Years, 1979


The trouble with writing a book about yourself is that you can’t fool around. If you write about someone else, you can stretch the truth from here to Finland. If you write about yourself the slightest deviation makes you realize instantly that there may be honor among thieves, but you are just a dirty liar.


Groucho Marx, American actor and comedian


I read half of my autobiography, then I skipped through. I know what it’s about though.


Dominique Morisseau, American actress, playwright and poet


Autobiography is only to be trusted when it reveals something disgraceful. A man who gives a good account of himself is probably lying, since any life when viewed from the inside is simply a series of defeats.


George Orwell, English writer and commentator


All those writers who write about their childhood! Gentle God, if I wrote about mine you wouldn’t sit in the same room with me.


Dorothy Parker, American wit


I hear my autobiography is a terrific book. One of these days I may even read it myself.


Ronald Reagan, US President 1981–9


When you put down the good things you ought to have done, and leave out the bad things you did do – that’s Memoirs.


Will Rogers, American humorist


I have decided to keep a full journal, in the hope that my life will perhaps seem more interesting when it is written down.


Sue Townsend, Adrian Mole: The Wilderness Years (1993)


Don’t give your opinions about Art and the Purpose of Life. They are of little interest and, anyway, you can’t express them. Don’t analyse yourself. Give the relevant facts and let your readers make their own judgments. Stick to your story. It is not the most important subject in history but it is one about which you are uniquely qualified to speak.


Evelyn Waugh, English novelist


Only when one has lost all curiosity about the future has one reached the age to write an autobiography.


Evelyn Waugh


Hiring someone to write your autobiography is like paying someone to take a bath for you.


Mae West, American actress


I dislike modern memoirs. They are generally written by people who have either entirely lost their memories, or have never done anything worth remembering.


Oscar Wilde, Irish writer, essayist and playwright


I’m writing an unauthorized autobiography.


Steven Wright, American comedian


See also #BIOGRAPHY, #DIARIES


#AWARDS


I don’t deserve this, but then, I have arthritis and I don’t deserve that either.


Jack Benny, American comedian, on accepting an award


The book trade invented literary prizes to stimulate sales, not to reward merit.


Michael Moorcock, English science fiction writer


Nobel Prize money is a lifebelt thrown to a swimmer who has already reached the shore in safety.


George Bernard Shaw, Irish playwright


To refuse awards is another way of accepting them with more noise than is normal.


Mark Twain, American author and humorist
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#BESTSELLERS


Despite being a bestseller in the United States, The Corrections is really a wonderful novel.


Ramona Koval, Australian writer and broadcaster


I am the kind of writer that people think other people are reading.


V. S. Naipaul, Trinidadian–British novelist


The principle of procrastinated rape is said to be the ruling one in all the great bestsellers.


V. S. Pritchett, English writer


See also #BOOKS, #SUCCESS


#BIBLE, THE


The first pair ate the first apple.


Anon.


Scriptures, n., The sacred books of our holy religion, as distinguished from the false and profane writings on which all other faiths are based.


Ambrose Bierce, The Devil’s Dictionary (1911)


I had occasion to read the Bible the other night and believe me it is a lesson in how not to write for the movies. The worst kind of overwriting. Whole chapters that could have been said in one paragraph. And the dialogue!


Raymond Chandler, American novelist and screenwriter


And Noah he often said to his wife when he sat down to dine,


‘I don’t care where the water goes if it doesn’t get into the wine.’


G. K. Chesterton, ‘Wine and Water’, The Flying Inn (1914)


It is not fair to visit all


The blame on Eve, for Adam’s fall;


The most Eve did was to display


Contributory negligee.


Oliver Herford, ‘Eve: Apropos de Rien’


If it was the exact word of God, it would be real clear and easy to understand. God’s got a way with words, being the creator of language and all.


Bill Hicks, American comedian


The inspiration of the Bible depends upon the ignorance of the gentleman who reads it.


Robert G. Ingersoll, American political leader, nicknamed ‘The Great Agnostic’


I want to read the employment section of the Bible. I think it’s simply called Job.


Jarod Kintz, American novelist


The Bible contains six admonishments to homosexuals and 362 to heterosexuals. That doesn’t mean that God doesn’t like heterosexuals, just that they need more supervision.


Lynn Lavner, American comedian


From ‘Top ten words used least in the Bible’


– Perky


– Fudge-a-licious


– Rootin’-tootin’


– Schweppervescence


– Gas-guzzling


David Letterman, The Late Show, CBS


Like many classics, the New Testament is not very well written.


Norman Mailer, American writer and film-maker


Say what you will about the Ten Commandments, you always come back to the pleasant fact that there are only ten of them.


H. L. Mencken, American humorist


The Good Book – one of the most remarkable euphemisms ever coined.


Ashley Montagu, British–American humanist and anthropologist


It is a curious thing that God learned Greek when he wished to turn author – and that he did not learn it better.


Friedrich Nietzsche, German critic, philosopher and philologist


The Bible has noble poetry in it … and some good morals and a wealth of obscenity, and upwards of a thousand lies.


Mark Twain, American author and humorist


It ain’t those parts of the Bible that I can’t understand that bother me, it is the parts I do understand.


Mark Twain


Even if you don’t believe a word of the Bible, you’ve got to respect the person who typed all that.


Lotus Weinstock, American comedian


The total absence of humour from the Bible is one of the most singular things in all literature.


Alfred North Whitehead, English mathematician and philosopher


I think God, in creating man, somewhat overestimated his ability.


Oscar Wilde, Irish writer, essayist and playwright


#BIOGRAPHY


A well-written Life is almost as rare as a well-spent one.


Thomas Carlyle, Scottish philosopher, essayist and historian


Biographies are likely either to be acts of worship or acts of destruction. And the best ones have elements of both.


Humphrey Carpenter, English biographer, writer and broadcaster, 1995


Reformers are always finally neglected, while the memoirs of the frivolous will always be eagerly read.


Henry ‘Chips’ Channon, cited in R. R. James (ed.), ‘Chips’: The Diaries of Sir Henry Channon (1967)


Anyone turning biographer commits himself to lies, to concealment, to hypocrisy, to flattery and even to hiding his own lack of understanding, for biographical truth is not to be had and even if it were, it couldn’t be used.


Sigmund Freud, Austrian psychoanalyst, to a writer who had suggested being his biographer


Biographers know nothing about the intimate sex lives of their own wives but they think they know all about Stendahl’s or Faulkner’s.


Milan Kundera, Franco-Czech novelist, 1995


Biography is in some ways the most brutish of all the arts. It shifts about uncomfortably in the strangely uncertain middle ground between deliberate assassination and helpless boot-licking.


Dennis Potter, English screenwriter and journalist, 1968


I never read the life of an important person without discovering that he knew more and could do more than I could ever hope to know or to do in half a dozen lifetimes.


J. B. Priestley, English novelist, playwright and broadcaster


When you put down the good things you ought to have done, and leave out the bad things you did do, that’s memoirs.


Will Rogers, American humorist


I hope the next time she crosses a street, four blind guys come along driving cars.


Frank Sinatra, American singer, of his biographer Kitty Kelley


Just how difficult it is to write biography can be reckoned by anybody who sits down and considers just how many people know the real truth about his or her love affairs.


Rebecca West, English author and literary critic


Every great man nowadays has his disciples and it is always Judas who writes the biography.


Oscar Wilde, Irish writer, essayist and playwright, 1891


Biography lends to death a new terror.


Oscar Wilde


See also #AUTOBIOGRAPHY, #DIARIES


#BOOKS


Thank you for sending me a copy of your book. I’ll waste no time in reading it.


Anon.


Never lend books, my son. Only fools lend books. Once, all these books belonged to fools!


Anon., cited in F. Dennis, Tales from the Woods (2010)


How much sooner one tires of anything than of a book!


Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (1813)


Provided that nothing like useful knowledge could be gained from them, provided they were all story and no reflection, she had never any objection to books at all.


Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey (1817)


Some books should be tasted, some devoured, but only a few should be chewed and digested thoroughly.


Sir Francis Bacon, English philosopher, statesman and author


Books will speak plain when counsellors blanch.


Sir Francis Bacon, ‘Of Counsel’ (1625)


Books say: She did this because. Life says: She did this. Books are where things are explained to you; life is where things aren’t. I’m not surprised some people prefer books.


Julian Barnes, Flaubert’s Parrot (1984)


Child! do not throw this book about;


Refrain from the unholy pleasure


Of cutting all the pictures out!


Preserve it as your chiefest treasure.


Hilaire Belloc, Bad Child’s Book of Beasts (1896)


DUFF: We’ve had a big bestseller … I haven’t got round to it yet. I suspect the presence of allegory, which is always a slight deterrent.


Alan Bennett, The Old Country (1978)


I wonder if what we are publishing now is worth cutting down trees to make paper for the stuff.


Richard Brautigan, American poet


There is a good saying to the effect that when a new book appears one should read an old one. As an author I would not recommend too strict an adherence to this saying.


Sir Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister 1940–45, 1951–5


To be a book-collector is to combine the worst characteristics of a dope fiend with those of a miser.


Robertson Davies, The Table Talk of Samuel Marchbanks (1949)


A note to those who bought the book Skydiving Made Easy: There is a correction on page 11 paragraph 4. The words ‘state zip code’ should be changed to ‘pull rip cord’.


Jerry Dennis, English comedian


The love of books is among the choicest gifts of the gods.


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Scottish physician and writer


When I have a little money, I buy books; and if I have any left, I buy food and clothes.


Erasmus (Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus), Dutch humanist and theologian


Most new books are forgotten within a year, especially by those who borrow them.


Evan Esar, American wit


It is a mistake to think that books have come to stay. The human race did without them for thousands of years and may decide to do without them again.


E. M. Forster, English novelist


Books have to be read (worse luck it takes so long a time). It is the only way of discovering what they contain. A few savage tribes eat them but reading is the only method of assimilation revealed to the West.


E. M. Forster


Never lend books, for no one ever returns them; the only books I have in my library are books that other folk have lent me.


Anatole France, French poet, journalist and novelist


The most technologically efficient machine that man has ever invented is the book.


Northrop Frye, Canadian literary critic and theorist


When I was your age, television was called books.


William Goldman, The Princess Bride (1973)


ERRATUM


This slip has been inserted by mistake.


Alasdair Gray, erratum slip inserted in Unlikely Stories, Mostly (1983)


There is no friend as loyal as a book.


Ernest Hemingway, American novelist and journalist


Books are the perfect entertainment: no commercials, no batteries, hours of enjoyment for each dollar spent. What I wonder is why everybody doesn’t carry a book around for those inevitable dead spots in life.


Stephen King, American novelist


Good books don’t give up all their secrets at once.


Stephen King


A book reads the better which is your own, and has been so long known to us, that we know the topography of its blots, and dog’s ears, and can trace the dirt in it to having read it at tea with buttered muffins.


Charles Lamb, English essayist


You can never get a cup of tea large enough or a book long enough to suit me.
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