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Foreword



The horse has played an important part in the history of the world, yet today many of these proud and beautiful animals are treated with disdain and disrespect. Horses have been our loyal companions in war and peace for more than 5,000 years, ever since they were first domesticated on the plains of Kazakhstan in Central Asia. From time immemorial the horse played a vital role in warfare around the world, and until the coming of the steam locomotive in Great Britain in the early 1800s horse power was the fastest form of transport. When I was a boy I worked at the local railway stables helping to look after the heavy horses that pulled flat-back wagons around the city, delivering parcels that had arrived via the railway.


Do we really have such short memories? The horse stood by our side in two world wars; its diminutive companion, the pony, worked in the coal mines to help provide us with heat and power. It is unthinkable that any breed should be allowed to become extinct through our lack of care and knowledge. You do not abandon old friends.


Jack Byard, Bradford, 2020


NOTE: All heights in this book are averages based on breed records. Note that horses and ponies are traditionally measured in hands, the measurement being taken from the ground to the top of the withers: 1 hand = 4 inches (10 centimetres).










  1 American Bashkir Curly



Characteristics


Size: 14.2–15.2 hands (147–157 cm).


Colour: All horse colours.
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The American Bashkir Curly is unusual in that its coat resembles mohair and is hypoallergenic; people with an allergy to straight-haired horses seldom have a reaction with the Curly. The look of the coat has been likened to crushed velvet, and the mane and tail can vary from ringlets to Jamaican dreadlocks. The breed is friendly, trusting and quick to learn.


There are many theories as to the breed’s origins. The main contender is an ancestor of the Russian Bashkir, but it has been proved that they are not related. Curly horses were used by the Lakota Sioux and the Crow Native Americans; they were sacred and owned only by tribal chiefs and medicine men. Native American drawings show the Curly at the Battle of Little Bighorn. In the late nineteenth century Giovanni Damele, an Italian immigrant living in Eureka, Nevada, started to breed Curlies. Also known as the American Curly Horse, North American Curly Horse or just Curly Horse, the breed is now found across the USA, in Canada, the British Isles, Australia and Europe.










  2 American Paint



Characteristics


Size: 14.2–15.2 hands (147–157 cm).


Colour: Bay, black, grey palomino, chestnut, blue roan and buckskin (tan/gold with black mane, tail and points), with distinctive white markings.
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This breed’s brilliant appearance – each coloured patterned coat is unique – and intelligence are matched by its ability and performance. The American Paint Horse can reach speeds of up to 50–60 mph (80–96 kph). Descended from horses brought to the New World by the Spanish explorer Hernando Cortes in 1519, it soon became the horse of choice for the Native American Indian, particularly the Comanche. The American Paint Horse was also loved by the cowboys and ranchers of the American West.


At the beginning of the twentieth century numbers declined (along with cowboys and Native American Indians) as mechanization increased. It was left to a few individuals to save the breed. In 1962 the American Paint Horse Association came into being, dedicated to preserving the bloodline and colour of this intelligent and agile horse, which can now also be found in the British Isles and throughout the world.










  3 Andalusian



Characteristics


Size: 15.2–16.2 hands (157–168 cm).


Colour: Most are grey, but bay, black and chestnut occur in pure breeds.
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The Andalusian is a real star: strong, stylish and sensitive, intelligent and quick to learn. Andalusian horses have appeared in many films including The Lord of the Rings and The Chronicles of Narnia.


Named after its place of origin (Andalusia in Spain) and also known as the Purebred Spanish Horse, the Andalusian is one of the oldest horse breeds in the world. Evidence from cave paintings found in the Iberian Peninsula suggest that the breed is at least 25,000 years old; it is descended from the Iberian horse. The ancient Greeks and Romans used Spanish horses as cavalry horses because of their remarkable agility, proving themselves in battle over many centuries. It is recorded that the breed arrived on the shores of the British Isles one hundred years after the Norman Conquest. In the fourteenth to seventeenth centuries the Classical Riding academies used the Andalusian in High School dressage because of its natural balance and agility. Andalusian horses are now found throughout the world.
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