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  The following—“Remember the Men in the Trenches,” “Verdun,” and “The Return”—are reprinted by the kind permission of the proprietors of “The Daily Mail,” Brisbane.




  Preface.




  




  Anyone called on to write a preface for a book describing the efforts of women for the sake of the soldier should not complain of want of material for his purpose. All over the British and Allied countries the splendid work of women shines out brilliantly in contrast to the dark background of the brutal horrors of war. Courage, patience, self-denial, self-sacrifice—with untiring energy and devotion—make up a galaxy of virtues that, to some extent at least, compensate for the dreadful losses and shocks which women have had to sustain, and when added to all these is the abiding faith of women in the great principles of Christianity, we have the foundation broader and deeper, than ever before, of a regeneration of the world of the future for the highest purposes. No effort of political or commercial organization can ever be comparable in its results with those to come from the noble ideals which have actuated the souls of the women and which they have now made portion of themselves.




  In this country the women have risen to the occasion as readily and as effectively as their sisters in any part of the world. The war has touched them deeply—more deeply than it has touched a large number of our men. They have offered their services in many directions, and have appropriated to themselves spheres of work that are invaluable. No record that has been or, perhaps, can be now compiled can do full justice to the work that they have done and are still doing. Every day new avenues of useful help are being exploited by them. One of the latest productions is this little book compiled by a woman, presented by her free of cost, embodying one of her activities “for the sake of the soldier,” and as a preface to it this is an expression of hope and trust that the book shall prove a source of inspiration to others, both women and men, to rise to the spiritual and ideal heights prompted by the crisis of the war.




  A. J. THYNNE, Colonel,
 Vice Chairman State Recruiting Committee of Queensland.




  




  




  Florence Nightingale.




  




  




  




  “We shall never sheath the sword which we have not lightly drawn, until Belgium recovers in full measure all, and more than all, that she has sacrificed.”




  [MR. ASQUITH, at the Guildhall, Nov. 9th, 1914.]




  Raemaeker.




  Leading Footwear Styles


  For Ladies at Overells!


  A cordial invitation is extended to lady visitors from the country to call and inspect Overell’s Ladies’ Footwear Department.




  An immense variety of Footwear Styles, and sound, reliable values are the features which have brought this section of our business to the position it holds in popular favour to-day. We illustrate two high-grade shoes, full of quality, style and hard wear. We pay postage to any part of Australia.




  Ladies’ Glace Kid and Patent Blucherette Style Shoes, with welt sewn soles and leather Cuban heels; smart style, gives excellent wear, sizes 2 to 7. Price, 17/6.




  Overell’s Spring and Summer Fashion Catalogue will soon be ready. Please leave your name and address, or write, and we will send you a copy post free.




  Ladies’ Glace Kid Dominion Shoe, as illustrated, Bostock’s British make. Flexible welt sewn soles, Cuban heels. An ideal tourist shoe. Price, 25/-




  OVERELL’S LTD.
 The Valley Drapers.
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  THE VOLUNTARY WORK OF BRISBANE WOMEN....


  By RITA MACLEOD.




  




  It would be just as impossible to give a complete account of the voluntary war work of Brisbane women as it would be to give a complete history of the actions of the soldiers in this war. There are countless deeds of devotion of which no record has ever been made, or ever will be. But there are results, and this little booklet is an attempt to give a resume of the work performed by Brisbane women for the sake of the soldier during the last three years.




  Since the commencement of the war in 1914, organisations have sprung up wherever the need of the soldier has been recognised. They have mainly been the result of the efforts of women. The work has been entirely voluntary, and the enthusiasm has by no means diminished as one year has succeeded another. Many women have altered the whole tenor of their lives, and given their undivided attention and energy to the soldier. But the outstanding feature of the war work has been the courage with which women who have lost their sons have again taken up the thread of work for the common good. It is something too deep for passing words of appreciation. It is that which no pen can write—no words describe.




  THE NEW Poulsen Studios Phone: Central 793. At the Old Address.




  The Soldiers’ Popular Photographers.




  




  Your friends can buy anything you may


  send them except your Photograph.




  14 to 18 QUEEN STREET - - BRISBANE.




  The Red Cross.


  FOR THE WOUNDED, SICK AND CONVALESCENT, AND PRISONERS OF WAR.




  




  The sign of the Red Cross has been an emblem of relief and comfort to thousands and thousands of soldiers during the last three years—and the women of Queensland have contributed their full share to that emblem. In the busy thoroughfares of the city, in the quietness of the home, and in the outlying districts of mining, agriculture and station holds they have worked incessantly since the outbreak of war. The Red Cross Society was the first institution established for the benefit of soldiers in Queensland. It started from a well-represented meeting in the Brisbane Town Hall in August, 1914, and has increased to such an extent that there is scarcely a town in Queensland in which there is not a branch of the Society, while in Brisbane alone there are 34 branches of Red Cross activity.




  No man, woman or child can plead ignorance of Red Cross Work. It is voluntary help given to alleviate the pain and sickness of the soldiers, and the women of Queensland have spared no effort to supply goods to the hospitals and convalescent homes both at home and abroad.




  The military hospitals in and around Brisbane, the transports leaving for war zones, and the Australian divisions of the Red Cross in Egypt, England, France and other parts of Europe are supplemented with necessities from the Queensland division of the Red Cross. To the head-quarters in Adelaide Street there is a steady flow of consignments arriving from the suburban and country branches. These are unpacked in the receiving and distributing room on the basement and stored ready for the demands of the military authorities. When a requisition for a hospital or transport is received the articles are again packed and distributed: groceries, bandages, socks, shirts, pyjamas, magazines and the hundred and one articles required for the sick or wounded being arranged and consigned according to the requirements. One thousand 1lb. tins of dripping are sent monthly for the prisoners of war in Germany, in addition to tins of fruit, meat extracts, honey, rolled oats, tea, cheese and other groceries, £5,400 a month being spent by the Australian Red Cross Society for the prisoners of war alone.
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