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INTRODUCTION

1000
weird but true facts all about Hollywood and the film industry - from
the early days to the modern era. Murders, child stars, bizarre diets,
studio meddling, sex scandals, feuding stars, and all manner of
fascinating trivia about actors and the movies they featured in. All
this and more can be found in 1000 Weird Facts About Hollywood.


1000 WEIRD FACTS ABOUT HOLLYWOOD


(1)
For the shower scene in Psycho, Alfred Hitchcock made the water
freezing cold so that Janet Leigh's screams would be more
convincing.  

(2) About a week before his death in a car
crash, James Dean had lunch with the actor Alec Guinness. Dean showed
Alec Guiness his new Porsche and Guiness had a dreadful premonition
that Dean would be killed in that car. He told James Dean not to drive
the car. Dean obviously this ignored this advice. If he'd listened to
Alec Guinness the fatal crash wouldn't have happened. 

(3) The
katana-wielding foe James Bond battles in Osato's office in You Only
Live Twice is played by Peter Fanene Maivia - grandfather of Dwayne
Johnson.

(4) It is estimated that around 16,000 boys were looked at before Daniel Radcliffe was cast as Harry Potter.

(5) Chocolate syrup was used for blood in George Romero's Night of the Living Dead.

(6)
One of the darkly ironic things about James Dean is that one of the
last things he ever did was appear in a public information film about
road safety where he warned teenagers to drive sensibly. 

(7)
Tab Hunter was one of those Hollywood stars who - sadly - lived in an
era when actors had to keep their sexuality a secret for fear that it
would destroy their careers. He appeared in over 40 films and was a
well-known Hollywood star and heartthrob of the 1950s and 1960s. At the
height of his career, Hunter had to go on 'fake' dates with famous
women in order to evade any scrutiny of his private life. In reality he
was gay and his lovers included Anthony Perkins. Hunter only came out
in 2005. 

(8) Warner Bros paid for cinema ushers at early
screenings of Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban to have night
vision goggles so that they could make sure no one was secretly
recording and pirating the film. 

(9) Unbelievably, an image of a topless woman somehow appeared in the home video version of Disney's mouse cartoon The Rescuers.

(10)
Danny Lloyd, who, as a child actor, played Danny Torrance in The
Shining, said that he had no idea he was appearing in a horror film
when he shot his scenes. Stanley Kubrick told him they were making a
drama about a family who lives in a hotel. 

(11) The 1976 film
The Omen, about a couple who gradually realise their child is the
anti-Christ, was a big hit. But a strange series of events clouded the
production and led to stories of the film being cursed. Two months
before the film started production, lead actor Gregory Peck's son
committed suicide. When Peck flew to London to start work on the film
his plane was struck by lightning. Studio executive Marc Neufield also
had his plane struck by lightning when he crossed the Atlantic.
Neufield also had his London hotel bombed by the IRA. Further strange
events abounded. A plane that was set to ferry some of the crew for
aerial work crashed. An animal trainer who worked on the zoo sequence
was killed by a tiger. Special effects expert John Richardson, who
masterminded the famous decapitation sequence, was involved in a car
crash where his passenger, an assistant named Liz Moore, was
decapitated for real. A sign in the vicinity clocked the distance to a
nearby town. It read: "Ommen, 66.6 km."

(12) The Black Sisters
in Harry Potter were probably inspired by the real life Mitford Sisters
Unity and Diana. The Mitfords were from an aristocratic English family
of socialites and became notorious for their support of fascism. Unity
Mitford worshipped Adolf Hitler while Diana Mitford married British
fascist leader Oswald Mosley. 

(13) It is often alleged that
Walt Disney was a fan of Cryonics and upon his death his head was
frozen and placed beneath the Pirates of the Caribbean ride at
Disneyland. The idea is that in the far future medical technology will
be so advanced that those who died but were preserved and frozen can be
thawed out and returned to full health in new bodies. While the science
community is somewhat dubious about Cryonics there are companies making
money out of this. It transpires though that the Disney story is
nothing but an urban myth that seems to have snowballed over the years.
Walt Disney was actually cremated.

(14) Producer David O.
Selznick wanted African-American actress Hattie McDaniel (who played
Mammy) to come to the Gone with the Wind premiere but MGM told him not
to bring her because of Georgia’s segregation laws at the time. 

(15) A script for Back to the Future existed as early as 1981 but studios were put off by the film's Oedipal theme.

(16)
Silent film actress Olive Thomas had one of the most bizarre deaths in
Hollywood history. She died as a consequence of unwittingly drinking
her husband's syphilis medication.

(17) Despite playing the
bullied put upon Carrie White in Carrie, Sissy Spacek was actually a
popular Prom queen in her own school days.

(18) Bela Lugosi never wore fangs when he played Dracula. 

(19)
Allison Mack shot to fame through her role as Chloe Sullivan on the
popular WB/CW series Smallville. Smallville ran from 2001 to 2011 and
revolved around a young Clark Kent in the years before he becomes
Superman. Mack's screen career was relatively quiet after Smallville
ended. We eventually found out why this was the case. In her private
life, Mack had become involved in NXIVM - a marketing company based
near Albany, New York, that offered personal and professional
development seminars. The company was, upon further investigation,
deemed to be something of a front for a cult group - alleged to be a
recruiting platform for a secret society (variously called "DOS" or
"The Vow") in which women were branded and forced into sexual slavery.
Mack was recruited by her Smallville co-star Kristin Kreuk but while
Kreuk (who denied any knowledge of the more sinister aspects to the
group) left in 2013 and severed all ties with NXIVM, it seems that
Allison Mack became more and more embroiled. Sarah Edmondson, a
Canadian actress who had been an ESP participant since 2005, said that
she left NXIVM after Mack inducted her into DOS the preceding March at
her home in Albany. Edmondson alleged that participants were
blindfolded naked, held down by Mack and three other women, and branded
by NXIVM-affiliated doctor Danielle Roberts, using a cauterizing pen.
This was truly one of the most bizarre stories involving a celebrity
that anyone could remember.

(20) Anthony Daniels and Kenny
Baker, who played C-3PO and R2D2 respectively in the Star Wars films,
hated each other in real life. Kenny Baker said that the snooty Daniels
was unfailingly rude and condescending to him. 

(21) Stephen
Geoffreys, who played the teenager Evil Ed in the cultish 1985 horror
film Fright Night and appeared in Hollywood productions and TV shows
like Heaven Help Us, The Twilight Zone, and Amazing Stories, later
became a performer in gay porn films. By any standards that was a
pretty bizarre career change. 

(22) The basis of A Nightmare On
Elm Street was inspired by several newspaper articles printed in the LA
Times in the 1970s on a group of Southeast Asian refugees, who, after
fleeing to the United States from the results of war and genocide in
Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam, were suffering disturbing nightmares,
after which they refused to sleep. Some of the men died in their sleep
soon after. Medical authorities called the phenomenon Asian Death
Syndrome.
 
(23) Believe it or not, the snow you see in The Wizard of Oz is actually pure asbestos. 

(24) The extras on the original Mad Max film were paid in beer.  

(25)
In 1978, Christina Crawford, the adopted daughter of Joan Crawford,
write a memoir about her late mother that shocked Hollywood. Christina
alleged that Joan Crawford was a sadistic alcoholic who treated her
children as if they were prisoners and would fly into wild rages at the
drop of a hat. Among the claims made in the book were that Joan
Crawford would drunkenly wake her children in the middle of the night
and force them to clean the house, once nearly killed Christina when
she throttled her, shredded Christina's most beloved dress into rags
and then made her wear it to humiliate her, trussed her children up at
night so they couldn't move, and once starved Christina for days when
she refused to eat a steak at dinner. Christina also seemed to suggest
that Joan Crawford might have killed her fourth husband. The book was
turned into a 1981 film with Faye Dunaway but was it a work of fact or
fiction? Critics of the book included Joan Crawford's two younger
children, Cindy and Cathy, who stated categorically many times that
they did not witness or experience any of the events that were
described in the book. Joan Crawford's secretary also said she had
never witnessed any of the abuse alleged by Christina.

Showbusiness
figures like Van Johnson, Cesar Romero, Bob Hope, Barbara Stanwyck,
Sydney Guilaroff, Ann Blyth, Gary Gray, Myrna Loy, and Douglas
Fairbanks Jr., Crawford's first husband, also disputed the depiction of
Joan Crawford in Mommie Dearest. Those who supported Christina though
included her adopted brother Christopher and show business figures like
Helen Hayes, James MacArthur, June Allyson, Rex Reed, and Betty Hutton.
Hutton said she used to used to encourage her children to engage with
and play with Joan Crawford's children so they would get a respite from
their mother. Eve Arden was another person in show business who
believed Christina and knew that Joan Crawford was an alcoholic prone
to erratic mood swings. Joan Crawford did not live to read Mommie
Dearest - although she is said to have known that Christina was writing
a memoir about her childhood. It is said that Joan Crawford, not long
before she died, attempted to reconnect with her estranged daughter but
nothing came of this. Christina is not convinced that her's mother's
attempt at a reconciliation was genuine. She is still adamant too that
Mommie Dearest is the truth and a sobering tale of abuse, alcoholism,
and Borderline personality disorder.

(26) Mel Brooks was the
producer on David Cronenberg's remake of The Fly. Brooks shrewdly kept
his name off a lot of the promotional material lest people should think
the movie was a comedy. 

(27) In her memoir, Shirley Temple
said that when kids misbehaved on the set of early films she worked on
they were made to go and sit on a block of ice as punishment.

(28)
Ronni Sue Chasen was born in New York in 1946. She was the sister of
the cult horror director and writer Larry Cohen. Chasen was an aspiring
actress as a young women but eventually moved behind the scenes and
became a Hollywood publicist. Her clients included the likes of Michael
Douglas, John Williams, and Natalie Wood. Chasen's specific skill was
in orchestrating Oscar campaigns for movies or clients. She was
exceptional in these duties and a tireless and cheerful presence in the
Los Angeles studio film community.

There are many photographs
online of famous faces clutching Oscars with Chasen by their side. It
was her hard work behind the scenes promoting movies and stars that
made many of these triumphs possible. Chasen was brilliant at her job
and loved it too. She loved working in the film industry and never
wanted to retire. On November the 16th, 2010, the 64 year-old Chasen
attended the gltzy premiere of the Christina Aguilera and Cher film
Burlesque. After midnight, Chasen headed home - which entailed a drive
through a wealthy enclave of Beverly Hills. Near the intersection of
Whittier Drive and Sunset Boulevard at around 12-30 am, four gunshots
were fired through the front passenger seat window of Chasen's
Mercedes-Benz car. It is believed the shots were most likely fired as
Chasen slowed down in preparation to make a turn. Some suggested
Chaen's death might have been a consequence of some sort of road rage
incident but there was never any evidence to support this. The police
suspect was a local man named Harold Martin Smith. Smith had some
criminal convictions on his slate. He lived in a cheap apartment block
in Los Angeles. When the police went to speak to Smith though he pulled
out a gun and shot himself. The authorities seemed to conclude that
this suicide proved he was guilty of the murder. The police would later
say that the gun used in the suicide was the same sort of gun that
killed Ronnie Chasen. Many armchair detectives who have studied this
case though contend that Smith probably had nothing to do with Chasen's
murder. There was no surveillance or forensic evidence linking him to
the crime. The swanky area where Chasen was shot was full of security
cameras and yet the police did not pick up any footage of a lone black
man (Smith was black) suspiciously driving or lurking around. 

Others
pointed out the rather sad but obvious fact that a black man in this
well heeled street at some unearthly hour probably would have attracted
the attention of the police. The police, in what felt like a
contradiction to their earlier stance, later seemed to come to similar
conclusions and suggest that Chasen's death was just a tragic random
incident that will probably never be solved. Some of the frustrated
friends and colleagues of Chasen felt that the murder investigation was
rather lackadaisical and that the police were too quick to wash their
hands of this case. Because of Chasen's line of work, a number of
conspiracy theories concerning her death have inevitably abounded.
These include the theory that she was killed by a Russian hitman after
a film funded by Russian investment money didn't see a profit. Another
theory is that Chasen was killed by a rival movie publicist company
because she was too good at her job! There is another theory too that
Chasen was murdered after an art deal went wrong. The notion that
Chasen was murdered by art dealers sounds as far-fetched as any of the
movies she promoted during her career. Because Chasen was killed with
hollow point bullets (which are even more lethal than ordinary bullets)
this has only fanned the flames of conspiracies. Some of these claim
she was killed by a professional hitman (as opposed to a lone criminal
or lunatic).

(29) Crystal Lake in Friday the 13th was a real summer camp. It was called Camp No-Be-Bo-Sco.

(30) Jaws 2 was the first Hollywood film sequel to use '2' instead of Roman numerals.

(31)
The original distributor of The Texas Chainsaw Massacre was the
Bryanston Distribution Company - which turned out to be a Mafia front
operated by Louis Peraino.

(32) The 2006 Brain De Palma film The
Black Dahlia is based on the Elizabeth Short murder. On January 15,
1947, a body was discovered on a street in Los Angeles. The body was
that of a young dark haired woman. She had been sliced in half, had her
blood removed, and her mouth cut into a Joker smile. A tattoo had been
cut from her thigh and stuffed in her private parts. It was a grisly
and shocking murder worthy of Jack the Ripper. The police managed to
identify the victim through fingerprints. Her name was Elizabeth Short
- though in the wake of this case she would become immortal as the
Black Dahlia. The Black Dahlia mystery baffled the police. Not only was
the murder brutal and gruesome it also indicated a degree of medical
knowledge (the relative proximity of a medical school close to where
the body was found led the police to suspect the killer might have a
connection to this establishment). The killer was deemed to be cunning,
intelligent, and most likely completely insane. Elizabeth had been
missing for six days when her body was found. It is presumed then that
the killer kidnapped and then tortured her before the murder. The
police found out that Elizabeth Short was working as a waitress at the
time of her death. Like so many people she had moved to Los Angeles to
become a star but she found that acting jobs were hard to come by and
so she ended up waiting tables to make ends meet.

About a week
after the grisly discovery of the body, a letter was sent to the local
newspaper containing some of Elizabeth Short's personal belongings. The
contents had been cleaned with petrol - which was also how the killer
had cleaned Short's body before he dissected it. It was pretty obvious
then that the sender of this letter was the killer. How else would they
have Elizabeth Short's personal affects? The police, thanks partly to
these personal affects, manage to obtain the details of dozens of men
that Elizabeth Short had known but investigations into these men turned
out to be a frustrating dead end. The case eventually went cold. The
killer was never caught.

(33) In her memoir, Hedy Lamarr said
that Errol Flynn's house was full of peepholes and opaque glass so that
one could spy on whoever was in the bathroom or bedrooms. 

(34)
Cheryl Crane is the daughter of Hollywood legend Lana Turner. Crane was
thrust into the public glare at 14 when she stabbed her mother's
abusive mob connected boyfriend Johnny Stompanato to death. It was
ruled a justifiable homicide when Crane claimed she'd simply been
defending her mother. Later, in her autobiography, Crane wrote that she
was subject to a series of sexual assaults at the hands of her
stepfather and her mother's fourth husband, actor Lex Barker. It was
apparently a crazy and sometimes harrowing old life for Crane being the
child of a Hollywood icon.
  
(35) Hollywood is littered
with child actors who went off the rails and struggled to adapt to life
in the public glare as they moved to adulthood but few had such a rapid
descent as former Nickelodeon child actress and performer Amanda Bynes.
Bynes was building a promising movie career as a teenager and looked
set to become a huge star but increasingly erratic conduct made her
practically unemployable in the end. By her mid to late twenties her
film career was over. The distressing nadir for Bynes came when she
claimed on Twitter that her father had molested her and planted a
microchip in her head. None of it was true of course. Bynes was
suffering from a mental illness, made worse by the fact that - as a
famous person - her distressing problems were all too public.

(36) Before he became famous, Hugh Jackman worked as a clown at children's parties. 

(37)
There was a rumour in Europe that Shirley Temple was actually an adult
with dwarfism posing as a child. Believe it or not, the Vatican
actually investigated this claim. 

(38) The sadistic torture of
James Bond by Le Chiffre in Casino Royale was based on the
French-Moroccan torture known as passer á la mandoline. Ian Fleming
said this was actually done on captured Allied agents during the war. 

(39)
The serial killer Danny Harold Rolling, who became known as The
Gainsville Ripper, was the inspiration for the Wes Craven movie Scream.
Rolling had a habit of stalking and killing students. Rolling's worst
crimes took place when he moved to Florida. In 1990 he forced his way
into the home of two University of Florida students and raped and
killed them. The next day he forced his way into the apartment of
another teenager and raped and killed her. He decapitated the victim
and left the head next to some books. Rolling then killed two more
students in the same month in equally grisly fashion. One was murdered
in her bed. 

(40) Planet of the Apes star Kim Hunter had to
sleep with vaseline on her face during production because the glue in
her ape mask was burning her skin and giving her a rash.

(41)
The reclusive Howard Hughes allowed the Bond film Diamonds are Forever
to shoot inside his casinos and at his other properties. His fee was
one 16mm print of the film. 

(42) John Wayne was born Marion Robert Morrison. 

(43) Pasta, milk and marbles were used to depict the insides of the android Ash in Alien. 

(44) Goldfinger was so popular that its soundtrack knocked the Beatles off the top of the American albums chart. 

(45)
The reason why Los Angeles and Hollywood became the centre of the film
industry is that Thomas Edison in New York put patents on every facet
of the moviemaking industry in order to create a monopoly on production
and equipment in the city. By moving far away from Edison to Los
Angeles, aspiring filmmakers suddenly had some freedom again. 

(46)
John Hurt was the first choice to play Kane in Alien but already
contracted to make Zulu Dawn in South Africa. Jon Finch was cast
instead but suffered a severe diabetic episode when shooting began and
had to drop out. John Hurt met with Ridley Scott again and agreed to to
replace Finch. Hurt began shooting his scenes the next morning. Believe
it or not, Hurt was only available because he had been banned from
South Africa after being mistaken for John Heard - an anti-Apartheid
campaigner!

(47) A studio executive wanted Back to the Future to
be called Spaceman from Pluto - a reference to Marty McFly pretending
to be an alien in George's bedroom.

(48) There are a number of
elaborate conspiracy theories about The Shining. One is that Kubrick
apparently leaves a trail of clues in the film that serve as a
confession that he helped NASA fake the moon landings!

(49) Doodles Weaver, who plays a fisherman in Hitchcock's The Birds, was the uncle of Sigourney Weaver.

(50)
Peter Jackson says that he strongly considered casting Mia Sorvino and
Ashley Judd in his Lord of the Rings trilogy but was eventually
persuaded not to by Harvey Weinstein. Weinstein told Jackson that the
two women were awful to work with and not reliable. It was only years
later, when the sexual allegations against Weinstein came to light and
Sorvino and Judd were two of the women to go public with complaints,
that Jackson, to his regret, became aware that Weinstein had
effectively 'blackballed' the two actresses by advising him not to hire
them. As you might imagine, Sorvino and Judd were very angry when this.

(51)
James Cameron apparently bans lunch on the sets of his films because he
believes that food saps energy and makes the cast and crew sluggish in
the afternoon. 

(52) The distinctive looking actor Peter Lorre,
best known for Casablanca, is alleged to have spent most of his career
high on morphine. 

(53) The famous theme song (by Lolita
Ritmanis) to the Justice League cartoon is clearly stolen from the
opening title music to the 1971 Hammer horror film Twins of Evil. 

(54) When Errol Flynn was in his late forties he had a girlfriend who was only fifteen years old. 

(55)
Tula, one of the girls at the swimming pool in the Bond film For Your
Eyes Only, was born Barry Cossey. After a sex-change operation, she
became a model. 

(56) Psycho is the first American movie to show a toilet onscreen. 

(57)
Despite being one of his most acclaimed films, Woody Allen hated
Manhattan. "In the case of Manhattan," said Allen. "I was so
disappointed that I didn't want it to open. I wanted to ask United
Artists not to release it. I wanted to offer them to make one free
movie, if they would just throw it away."

(58) Very few of the
actors playing the villains in Die Hard were German in real life. In a
slight irony though, Bruce Willis was born in Germany. 

(59)
Why did Harpo Marx adopt his mute comic persona and never speak
onscreen? In real life Harpo had a distinctive and very New York accent
but some theories have suggested it was too similar to that of his
brother Chico's voice to work in the act. Harpo wrote that in the early
days a critic watched their show Fun in Hi Skule and commented that
while he found his pantomime skills impressive and charming, the effect
was ruined when Harpo spoke. As a result he never spoke on stage or
screen again. Most people he met in real life were rather surprised
that he could actually talk!

(60) Jack Cassidy was an actor born
in 1927. He was a very familiar face on television with appearances on
everything from Night Gallery to Columbo to Bonanza. His film roles
included The Eiger Sanction with Clint Eastwood. He was also the father
of the teen idol David Cassidy. Jack Cassidy's life came to a grisly
end in 1976. He lived in a top floor penthouse in west Hollywood and
one night returned home drunk after going out on the town. At 5am he
fell asleep with a lit cigarette - which created a sudden and violent
fire which engulfed his penthouse. It was only established by dental
records that the charred remains found where that of Jack Cassidy. He
was 49 years old. 

(61) The 1986 film Henry: Portrait of a
Serial Killer was based on Ottiss Toole and Henry Lee Lucas. Ottis
Toole was a Florida born serial killer who confessed to over a hundred
murders (he was officially convicted of six murders at his trial but
DNA evidence suggested this was merely the tip of the iceberg). He is
believed to have gone on a killing spree with Henry Lee Lucas. Toole
had a very low IQ and his mother was said to be crazy and involved in
occult rituals. Though sentenced to death, the execution was never
carried out and Toole died in prison in 1996 at the age of 49.

(62)
In the film Hannibal, Dr Lector seems to have a fondness for eating
human brain. In reality it would highly dangerous to eat human brains.
Infected prions mostly inhabit the brain.

(63) Playboy cover star Marli Renfro was a body double for some of the shower scene moments in Psycho. 

(64)
The Yankee Pedlar Inn in the 2012 horror film The Innkeepers is a real
haunted hotel. The director (Ti West) of The Innkeepers had actually
stayed in his hotel himself and experienced some strange incidents. 

(65) James Bond's code number '007' was apparently inspired by a bus route which was often taken by the author Ian Fleming. 

(66)
J.D Salinger was firm about The Catcher in the Rye. He did not want it
to be adapted into a film and felt it would be a mistake. The thing was
though that Catcher in the Rye was the one Salinger work that everyone
was interested in. So many people have tried to gain the rights to The
Catcher in the Rye over the years that one loses count in the end.
Steven Spielberg, Marlon Brando, Billy Wilder, Jack Nicholson, Harvey
Weinstein. Ralph Bakshi (of Fritz the Cat and Lord of the Rings fame)
wanted to do it as part animation and felt that he might be the one who
could finally get through to Salinger (who by then was a sphinx, living
in isolation in Cornish, New Hampshire and about as fond of interviews
and requests as an average person might be of a snake bite or a fall
from a ten floor building). Salinger declined all offers that were
thrown his way like confetti in a blizzard although he did apparently
make a bizarre suggestion once that he should play Holden Caulfield
himself in a stage adaption. Perhaps he was joking.

Even more
bizarre was the revelation that Jerry Lewis tried to get the rights so
he could play Holden. "I have been in the throes of trying to buy The
Catcher in the Rye for a long time. What’s the problem? The author,
Salinger! He doesn’t want more money. He just doesn’t even want to
discuss it. I’m not the only Beverly Hills resident who’d like to
purchase Salinger’s novel. Dozens have tried. This happens now and
then. Authors usually turn their backs on Hollywood gold only because
of the potential for destruction of their material. I respect them for
it! Why do I want it? I think I’m the Jewish Holden Caulfield. I’d love
to play it!" 

(67) Jamie Waylett played Vincent Crabbe in six
of the Harry Potter films but not return for the last movies in the
franchise. This is because Waylett was arrested for possession of
cannabis in 2009. He was also convicted for participating in riots that
occurred in south London around this time. Waylett received a two year
prison sentance. The Harry Potter movies remain Waylett's only credits
and it appears as if his acting career is finished. 

(68)
Stacey Nelkin, who played Elle in Halloween III, was briefly Woody
Allen's girlfriend in the 1970s and the inspiration for Mariel
Hemingway's character in Manhattan.

(69) Tobe Hooper didn't
allow the cast of the Texas Chainsaw Massacre to visit the locations
until they started shooting. The heat and grisly nature of the Sawyer
house therefore came as unpleasant shocks.

(70) The romantic
adventure film Romancing the Stone was a smashing success in 1984 and
put director Robert Zemeckis firmly on the map. The film had the
considerable charisma and sex appeal of Kathleen Turner in her eighties
prime plus the star power of Michael Douglas as her male lead. The
studio wanted a sequel as soon as possible but this would be something
of a reluctant affair for the stars. Turner and Douglas did not want to
return but had no choice because of a clause in their contracts. At one
point the studio Fox filed a $25 million lawsuit against Turner to
force her to take part in the film. Jewel of the Nile is a very
forgettable sequel that pales in comparison to the first film. 

(71) Tony Todd said he was stung by bees 26 times over the course of making the Candyman trilogy. 

(72)
Daniel Radcliffe was in the bath when news came in that he'd been cast
as Harry Potter. By way of celebration he was allowed to stay up thirty
minutes past his usual bedtime.

(73) William Shatner's third
wife Nerine was an alcoholic and fatally fell into a swimming pool
after falling and banging her head while drunk. Shatner found her in
the pool and remembers how distressing it was that his 911 call was
aired on the type of crime entertainment shows he'd fronted himself. A
news channel was listening to the police calls and one of their
helicopters appeared over his house while he was there with his dead
wife. Shatner was incredibly hurt by horrible tabloid whispers that
he'd killed her himself. 

(74) Many famous actors (Jon Voight,
Robert Redford, Clint Eastwood etc) in Hollywood turned the part down
of Superman for 1978's Superman: The Movie. They got so desperate they
screentested the handsome dentist of producer Illya Salkind's wife
Skye. Thankfully, they managed to find a young actor by the name of
Christopher Reeve in the end. 

(75) 'Oscarexia' is a term for
how Hollywood actresses have to literally starve themselves before the
Oscars so they can get into the slinky or revealing dresses they plan
to wear. This would explain why, after she won an Ocar for Million
Dollar Baby, a ravenous Hilary Swank was seen on Oscar night in a
branch of Astro Burger wolfing down a vegetarian burger and fries as if
she hadn't eaten for weeks. 

(76) Richard Gere, Mel Gibson, Sly
Stallone, Nick Nolte, Harrison Ford, Al Pacino, Tom Berenger, Don
Johnson, James Caan and Burt Reynolds all turned down the part of John
McClane in Die Hard before it was offered to Bruce Willis. 

(77)
In the mid 1930s, beautiful Frances Farmer was on course to become a
major star. She married actor Leif Erickson and had been cast alongside
Bing Crosby in a movie after plying her trade in B-pictures. However,
Frances couldn't seem to stay out of trouble and deeper problems were
on the horizon. She was fond of drinking and spent a night in jail for
driving through a forbidden black out zone during the war. In the early
1940s she was arrested for dislocating the jaw of her hairdresser and
in court she shoved a policeman and threw an inkwell at the judge. She
was sent to the psychiatric ward at LA General Hospital and diagnosed
with paranoid schizophrenia. She endured more hospitals and had
electro-convulsive shock treatment. After her treatment she tried to
stage a comeback a few times but her chance to become a superstar had
long gone. She died of cancer in 1970.

(78) Wallace Reid was one
of the biggest stars of the silent era. He made over a hundred short
films and seemed set for a long career. He was handsome and athletic
and even raced cars in his spare time. Reid was like the big action
star of the era and hugely popular. In 1919, while shooting The Valley
of the Giant, Reid was injured in a train crash. In order to keep the
actor free of pain and able to work, he was prescribed morphine. Reid
became hopelessly addicted to morphine and used it to suppress the pain
he still felt from his injuries. He made more films but with his drug
addiction beginning to spiral out of control, he died in 1922 at the
age of 31. The great tragedy for Reid is that he was recklessly given
copious amounts of morphine in an era when drug rehabilitation was
nowhere near as professional or widespread as it would later become.

(79)
In the Lethal Weapon movies, Danny Glover played a character ten years
older than his real life age. This is pretty unusual in Hollywood as
actors usually play characters who are younger than them.

(80)
Gary Goddard is the founder and CEO of The Goddard Group, an
entertainment design firm based in North Hollywood. In April 2014,
Goddard and Bryan Singer, along with several other figures, were sued
by actor Michael Egan III, who alleged that they had sexually assaulted
him when he was a minor. The lawsuit was withdrawn but this was far
from the only allegation against Goddard to surface. Brian Claflin, an
artist and fashion designer from Salt Lake City, Utah, accused Goddard
of a 1999 sexual assault at his Beverly Hills residence. Claflin later
committed suicide. The biggest name to accuse Godard of sexual
misconduct though was the E.R and Top Gun actor Anthony Edwards.

(81)
Clark Gable had to have all of his teeth removed in his thirties
because of a gum infection. It left him with very bad breath. Legend
has it that if you watch Gone with the Wind you can see his co-star
Vivien Leigh flinching a few times during romantic moments. 

(82)
In the Yule Ball scenes in Goblet of Fire, we only see Harry Potter
from the waist up. This is because Daniel Radcliffe didn't have time
for dance lessons and so didn't know the footwork and moves for this
sequence. 

(83) Oddly enough, considering it got very good reviews, The Blair Witch Project was nominated for a Razzie as worst picture!

(84)
Camille Keaton, the star of the notorious horror film I Spit on Your
Grave, is the grand-niece of the legendary comedian Buster Keaton.

(85)
Zoe Wanamaker, who played games mistress Madam Hooch in the first Harry
Potter film, did not return in the sequels because her character was
written out of the franchise after Wanamaker was openly critical of
what she perceived to be low rates of pay for the actors. 

(86) An outbreak of lice occurred among the child cast members during the filming of Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets.

(87) Sigourney Weaver wore a bald cap for reshoots on Alien 3 because she refused to shave her head again.

(88)
The Wolf Creek horror films were based on Ivan Milat - a serial killer
who murdered backpackers in the Australian outback. Milat was every bit
as brutal and terrifying as Mick Taylor in the Wolf Creek films. Milat
was the fifth of fourteen children born in Australia to Croatian
immigrants. He was in and out of juvenile detention centres as a
youngster and dangerously obsessed with knives and guns. His early
crimes included theft, breaking and entering, and driving a stolen car.
In 1971, Milat was charged with the abduction of two teenage
hitchhikers - one of whom he raped. Milet fled to New Zealand in an
attempt to evade the charges but was eventually arrested in 1974.
However, the trial against him on kidnap charges collapsed. He then got
a job as a truck driver. This would turn out to be very bad news for
some European backpackers. The victms of Milet were found in the
Belanglo State Forest, 15 kilometres south-west of the New South Wales
town of Berrima. Three were German and two were British. Milet even
killed a couple of Australians. Milet would offer backpacking
hitchhikers a lift in his truck and then restrain them at gunpoint. He
would usually torture the victims before he killed them. One victim was
stabbed 21 times in the chest and 19 times in the neck. Her spine had
been severed. Another had been blindfolded, stabbed in the chest and
then shot ten times. Milet was a terrifying man. He had a big Dennis
Lilee mustache and an odiously creepy smile. He looked completely
crazy. If you were backpacking in the outback miles from anywhere he
was your worst nightmare.

There was a huge police investigation
when the bodies were discovered but it was a very difficult operation.
Finding a killer in such a large area was literally like searching for
a needle in a haystack. The crime scenes showed the victims had been
sexually assaulted. There were also some bullet casings as the camp
sites the kiler had used. Milet would abduct the backpackers in pairs
and then kill them seperately. He genuinely seemed to love killing
people and did so with sadistic relish. The police managed to narrow
the list of potential suspects down to 230 people but they then
recieved some assistance from Paul Onions - a British backpacker who
had escaped from Milet. Onions said that the man who offered him a lift
and then pulled out a gun went by the name of Bill. He gave the police
a description of 'Bill'. The police had further assistance from a
former girlfriend of Milet who suggested him as a suspect. When the
police searched Milet's home they found a large collection of knives
and guns plus ammunition that matched evidence found at camp sites.
They also found sleeping bags and clothes which they believed Milet had
taken from the victims. The police also established that Milet had
(suspiciously) sold his vehicle after the bodies were found and was not
at work on any of the days when the victims were believed to have been
abducted and killed. This evidence, when stacked up, was all fairly
conclusive. Milat was convicted of the murders on 27 July 1996 and was
sentenced to seven consecutive life sentences. He died in prison in
2019 at the age of 74. Milet never confessed to any of the murders.
Although no evidence has yet proven conclusive, it seems highly
plausible that Ivan Milat killed more people than the Australian police
are yet aware of.

(89) Anthony Perkins said that Alfred
Hitchcock was very distraught by a Psycho preview screening where
people were openly laughing at the film.

(90) All the food you
see in the great hall scenes of the first Harry Potter movie is real
food. The only problem was that with the hot studio lights it tended to
smell in the end!

(91) Gina Phillips was actually in her thirties when she played a college student in the first Jeepers Creepers film. 

(92) The interiors of the hotel in Kubrick's The Shining don't make spatial sense and are designed to disorientate the viewer.

(93)
Joan Crawford, according to gossip and her own suggestive comments, was
famous for sleeping around as a young sex symbol. There is a rumour
about Crawford, often reported as fact, that she made some 'stag' porn
films to pay the bills before she became famous and that these films
were then tracked down and destroyed to protect her later on. Legend
has it that some copies still exist in private collections. The titles
of said films were The Casting Couch, Velvet Lips, and The Plumber. The
popular myth is that Hollywood fixer Eddie Mannix spent exhaustive
years tracking down all prints of the films, and paid $100,000 out of
studio coffers for the original negative. Despite the many accounts of
this alleged affair, it's highly possible that the Crawford sex film
story was merely a phantom one. Perhaps they never existed - at least
not in the explicit form that is often reported. It's likely they were
tamer affairs that Crawford barely featured in. The Crawford sex film
story feels like a Hollywood urban myth that caught hold and never
quite got debunked. Vague whispers that the FBI knew of the films only
adds to the legend, true or otherwise.

(94) On the first day of
shooting for On Her Majesty's Secret Service, a security guard on the
gate at Pinewood Studios didn't recognise George Lazenby and wouldn't
let him in.

(95) Piper Laurie is known for her roles in the
films The Hustler, Carrie, and Children of a Lesser God, all of which
brought her Academy Award nominations. In her 2011 autobiography,
Learning to Live Out Loud: A Memoir, she revealed that she lost her
virginity to Ronald Reagan during the time they were filming Louisa
(1950) together. Reagan was in his 40s, while Laurie was still in her
teens (in the movie, Reagan played her father).

(96) The 1998
film Patch Adams was a decent hit for Robin Williams. In the film he
played Dr Hunter "Patch" Adams - author of the book Gesundheit: Good
Health is a Laughing Matter. Patch Adams is what you might describe as
a doctor who thinks that laughter is the best medicine. He makes his
patients laugh and believes this has positive effects. At some point
someone in Hollywood read about Patch and thought this would be a
perfect role for Robin Williams - an actor who could straddle comedy
and drama better than most. One person who didn't like the Robin
Williams film when it came out though though was the real Patch Adams.
The mere mention of the movie was enough to send him into a lengthy
rant.

(97) A cinema usher fainted during an early screening of Alien in Britain - thus ensuring its legend.

(98)
Heather Donahue, the female lead in The Blair Witch Project, later
retired from acting and changed her name to Rei Hance. She said that
using her real name in Blair Witch was a mistake and it stopped her
from getting acting work. 

(99) Chris Columbus was the original
choice to direct 1989's National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation - the
third go around for the comical Griswold family. Columbus began work on
the film but hated the film's star Chevy Chase so much he begged the
producer John Hughes to be taken off the project. Hughes was
sympathetic and asked Columbus to go and direct Home Alone instead.
This was a lucky break for Columbus because Home Alone was a huge hit.

(100)
Errol Flynn's Malibu beach house was dubbed 'cirrhosis by the sea' by
Carole Lombard because of the copious amount of partying and drinking
that went on.

(101) Stories of Hollywood stars being arrested
for possession of marijuana are nothing new but the drug has been
popular in celebrity circles for many years. In 1948, the actor Robert
Mitchum was arrested as part of a sting by police to trap Hollywood
movers and shakers. Tip-offs meant most of the intended targets managed
to evade arrest but Mitchum and actress Lila Leeds were among those
detained. Both served several weeks in jail and the case received
considerable press attention, despite the best efforts of the Hollywood
establishment to keep it under wraps. The drugs scandal didn’t appear
to have harmed Mitchum’s career, however, with his next few films
becoming huge box-office hits. Errol Flynn was another famous face of
Hollywood’s Golden Age known to have a fondness for pot but the list of
drugs the Australian superstar dabbled in ran far longer than just
marijuana.

(102) There was a huge outcry when the Rex Harrison
movie Doctor Doolittle was nominated for a Best Picture Oscar despite
having received almost universally terrible reviews. According to the
1994 book "Behind the Oscar" by Anthony Holden, this is because Fox
mounted an unparalleled nomination campaign in which Academy members
were wined and dined. As a result, the film was nominated for nine
Oscars, including Best Picture.

(103) Jack Nicholson spent three
days filming the axe scene in The Shining and had to destroy 60 doors
before Stanley Kubrick was satisfied.

(104) The surveillance
camera footage in Saw was added to the first film when director James
Wan realised he didn't have enough footage for a feature length film.

(105)
There were some bizarre stories in 2003 that Russian lawyers were going
to sue Warner Brothers because they believed that Dobby the elf in
Harry Potter was based on Russia's long standing leader Vladimir Putin!

(106)
On the afternoon of October 14, 1977, Hollywood legend Bing Crosby was
playing golf at the La Morajela golf course near Madrid, Spain. After
the 18th hole, Crosby started his walk back to the clubhouse and
dropped dead from a massive heart attack. He was 74. One person who
didn't mourn his passing was his son Gary Crosby. Gary later wrote a
warts and all autobiography where he slammed Bing Crosby for being a
cold and violent father who mentally and physically abused him.

(107)
Bad Timing is a 1980 film directed by Nicolas Roeg. This is one of the
more lesser known films from the famous director and it didn't get off
to an ideal start when its studio - Rank - removed their logo from
prints and threatened to ban it after one of their executives dismissed
it as "a sick film made by sick people for sick people."

(108)
Because he'd never read the Harry Potter books, it came as a great
shock to Michael Gambon when he learned that Dumbledore was going to
die!

(109) Wizard of Oz star Judy Garland had a pretty awful
time in Hollywood by all accounts. When she was still a teenager, the
studio decided she was too fat and so took extraordinary measures to
control her weight. She was put on a diet of coffee and soup and smoked
eighty cigarettes a day to curb hunger pangs. Garland was given all
manner of medication - including 'uppers' and 'downers' so that she
could alternately stay up for hours or go to sleep in an instant.
Garland became hooked on the prescription drugs and it affected her for
the rest of her life. 

(110) Caligula is a 1979 historical
drama film focusing on the rise and fall of the Roman Emperor Caligula.
It stars Malcolm McDowell, Teresa Ann Savoy, Helen Mirren, Peter
O'Toole, John Steiner and John Gielgud. This is the only feature film
produced by the men's magazine Penthouse. The director, some of the
cast, and screenwriter Gore Vidal later disowned the film because
Penthouse founder Bob Guccione, who produced the film, later came up
with a new cut which spliced in real sex scenes. Caligula essentially
became a big budget pornographic film with an all star cast.

(111)
Bobby Driscoll was the voice and model of Disney's Peter Pan and won a
Juvenile Academy Award in 1949. At one point he was making $50,000 a
year (with inflation that equates to half a million dollars today).
Driscoll however, in a familiar child star trope, blew the money on
drugs and couldn't get any work when he grew up. He died in 1968 and
was buried in an unmarked grave because no one knew wo he was or came
forward to claim the body. It was only a fingerprint match from the
police station that later enabled the authorities to deduce who he
really was. 

(112) The 2006 film Casino Royale is the first Bond movie to have a black and white sequence. 

(113) It took three days to shoot the scene in The Shining where the blood gushes from the elevator. 

(114)
Paul Walker died in Los Angeles after the Porsche Carrera GT he was in
crashed at a speed of more than 100mph and burst into flames. There was
speculation that Walker was 'drag racing' when he was killed but this
seems to be a myth and there was certainly no evidence of that. An
investigation into the crash cited the fact that Walker's tyres were
pretty old and in need of changing. These tyres were probably a factor
in this tragedy. It is of course darkly ironic that a man most famous
for high octane car chase movies should die in these circumstances. 

(115)
The helium voiced pint-sized Mae Questel, who plays Woody Allen's
mother in the Oedipus Wrecks segment of New York Stories, was the
original voice of Betty Boop as a young woman in the thirties.

(116)
In the 1970s a disturbed man named John Hinckley Jr developed an
unhealthy obsession with the teenage actress Jodie Foster after she
played an underage prostitute in the famous Martin Scorsese film Taxi
Driver. Hinckley made repeated (and predictably unsuccessful) attempts
to contact Foster and became so frustrated by his inability to make her
take any notice of him that he decided to assassinate Ronald Reagan in
mimicry of the alienated vigilante Travis Bickle in Taxi Driver.
Hinckley, completely detached from reality, thought this murder would
impress Foster and that the actress would finally notice him. Reagan
survived the 1981 bullet and Hinckley was found not guilty by reason of
insanity and remained under institutional psychiatric care until
September 2016 (on July 27, 2016, a federal judge ruled that Hinckley
would be allowed to be released as he was no longer considered a threat
to himself or others - the pivotal conditions of his release are that
he has no contact with the Reagan family or Jodie Foster or Foster's
family or agent).

(117) Eddie Mannix worked at
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer from 1924 to 1962 and became notorious as a
'fixer'. Mannx was like the Winston Wolf of MGM. He was there to clean
up the mess. Mannix is alleged to have arranged abortions, kept Judy
Garland addicted to pills, and even killed George Reeves for having an
affair with his wife. He resorted to blackmail on occasion to keep
stars in line and was even on the scene before the police when it came
to Hollywood deaths. Mannix was the general manager at MGM and enjoyed
almost unlimited influence at the studio. It was Mannix who made sure
gossip columnists didn't know a star was in rehab, covered up fights
and car crashes, and fed false stories to the magazines to throw them
off the trail of scandals.

(118) Thelma Todd was a blonde
actress known as Hot Toddy who famously appeared in the Marx Brothers
films Horse Feathers and Monkey Business. Her last film was The
Bohemian Girl with Laurel & Hardy. She appeared in 120 shorts and
movies and was an infamous girl around town known for a fast lifestyle
and colourful love life. In 1935, at the age of 29, Todd was found dead
behind the wheel of a car in a garage. The verdict was carbon monoxide
poisoning and it was presumed that this was either suicide or an
accident. However, some movie historians believe that Todd might have
been murdered. Blood was found on Todd's mouth and a second autopsy did
not happen because her body was cremated. Suspects in her death include
Pat DiCicco, who was Todd's ex-husband. He had mob links and was known
to have been violent to Todd in the past. The mobster Lucky Luciano is
also a suspect. Luciano had a relationship with Todd that was said to
be stormy and obstreperous. Roland West, who co-owned a cafe with Todd
and was her occasional lover, is also a suspect. The motive in this
theory is that West was jealous of Todd's numerous affairs and
boyfriends. Believe it or not, Thelma Todd's mother Alice is even a
suspect. Alice Todd was the main financial beneficiary of Thelma's
early death. 

(119) On August 8, 1969, Sharon Tate, who was
nine months pregnant, was entertaining some friends at her Hollywood
home. Her husband Roman Polanski was away in London making a film. Tate
and her friends were subject to one of the most evil and infamous home
invasions in history thanks to the orders of the nutty but charismatic
cult leader Charles Manson. Manson had sent four of his 'followers' -
Linda Kasabian, Tex Watson, Susan Atkins, and Patricia "Katie"
Krenwinkel - to go and murder Tate. Tate's friends Jay Sebring,
Wojciech Frykowski, and Abigail Folger, who were unfortunate enough to
be in the house that night, were also killed. The Manson cult members
had cut the phone lines before they climbed over the walls to the
property. Sharon Tate was stabbed nearly twenty times and had one of
her breasts cut off. There were stab wounds from her head to her feet.
The word 'pig' was scrawled on a door in her blood. This was a horrific
attack on innocent people. The victims were beaten, hung, stabbed,
shot, and suffered a dreadful ordeal. Charles Manson and three of the
assailants were all sentenced to life in prison for this senseless and
tragic act. 

Manson wasn't actually present at the murders but
he had issued the instructions and egged on his brainwashed followers
to commit these crimes. Away from his nutty cult group there was
literally no one who didn't want Manson locked up for life and that's
exactly what happened. Linda Kasabian escaped charges though because
she didn't enter the house and an eyewitness for the prosecution. The
murders cast a dark cloud over Hollywood. As you might imagine,
celebrities greatly increased their security. They hired guard dogs,
got bigger gates, and employed private security guards. Many
celebrities purchased guns lest they should face something similar.
After he returned from London, Roman Polanski had to be heavily sedated
and ended up staying with the film producer Robert Evans. Evans was a
friend of Polanski and Sharon Tate and could easily have been at the
house that night. He was lucky he wasn't because he would have been
murdered. The British actress Joanna Pettet visited Sharon Tate at the
house that fateful day and left only hours before the home invasion
took place. Talk about a lucky escape. 

Manson's plan was to
commit horrific crimes to blame on black Americans to incite a race
war. This was a plan he named Helter Skelter. Needless to say, Manson
was completely crazy. The author Joan Didion wrote of the Sharon Tate
murders - "Many people I know in Los Angeles believe that the Sixties
ended abruptly on August 9, 1969, ended at the exact moment when word
of the murders on Cielo Drive traveled like brushfire through the
community, and in a sense this is true." The murder of Sharon Tate was
one of the most brutal and shocking in Hollywood history. 

(120)
The Amityville Horror is based on the alleged supernatural experiences
of the Lutz family who bought a new home on 112 Ocean Avenue in
Amityville, New York, a house where a mass murder had been committed
the year before. After the family moved into their new house, they
claimed a series of frightening paranormal events occurred. However,
James Cromarty, who later bought the house in 1977 and lived there with
his wife Barbara for ten years, said - "Nothing weird ever happened,
except for people coming by because of the book and the movie."

(121) 9,500 'Babadook Pop-Up Books' were hand created and sold.

(122)
The Blair Witch Project was shot in just eight days. The three cast
members shot everything and were reacting to random scares thrown at
them by the directors.

(123) Early tests on the Joe Dante film
Gremlins included the idea of using monkeys in gremlin costumes. The
monkeys were too obstreperous though so this was scrapped.

(124) Steven Spielberg was only 27 years old when he directed Jaws. 

(125)
Dorothy Stratten was an actress, model and Playboy playmate. She
appeared in Buck Rogers in the 25th Century, Fantasy Island, and the
bargain basement but cultish sci-fi film Galaxina. She also got a small
part in the Peter Bogdanovich film They All Laughed. Bogdanovich fell
in love with Stratten and they began an affair. The only problem was
that Stratten was married to a pimp and hustler named Paul Snider.
Stratten wanted to start a new life with Bogdanovich and so arranged to
meet Snider (from whom she was estranged) to ask for a divorce.
Stratten was advised by Bogdanovich and Hugh Hefner not to go and meet
Snider but she did so anyway. Dorothy Stratten met Snider in the home
they used to share and it would tragically be the last night of their
life. Snider turned up with a shotgun and killed Stratten by shooting
her in the face. She was only twenty years-old. Snider then shot
himself. Stratten had also been raped by some sort of bizarre bondage
contraption that Snider had set up. The authorities were never able to
establish though if Stratten had been alive or dead when she was
sexually assualted. Bogdanovich was devastated by Stratten's death.
Several years later he raised a few eyebrows by marrying Dorothy's
younger sister Louise (who was only twelve when Bogdanovich first met
her). The marriage lasted until 2001. Two films were made based on this
sad case in the wake of Dorothy Stratten's death - Death of a
Centerfold: The Dorothy Stratten Story and Star 80 starring Mariel
Hemingway. 

(126) Kim Hunter said she spent so much time
looking at Roddy McDowall made up to look like a chimpanzee on the
Planet of the Apes movies she forgot what he looked like in real life!

(127)
Psycho was partly inspired by Wisconsin murderer Ed Gein. On the
morning of November 16, 1957, Plainfield hardware store owner Bernice
Worden vanished. Her son, Deputy Sheriff Frank Worden, entered her
closed store and found evidence of a robbery. The register was open and
there were signs of blood. Worden knew that one of the last customers
had been Ed Gein. He'd come in for some antifreeze the night before and
said he would return in the morning to collect it. The police decided
to visit the Gein farm and what they found soon became one of the most
macabre legends in the history of crime. Searching the property, they
found Bernice Worden's decapitated and mutilated body. The police also
found human skulls, bones, chairs made of human skin, female genitalia,
facemasks made from real faces, and all manner of gruesome mementoes.
Gein had been digging up bodies in the local cemetery and mutilating
them, using the skin to craft bizarre clothes, masks, and furniture. It
was quite literally like something out of The Texas Chainsaw Massacre
(which of course the Ed Gein story partly inspired). Under questioning,
Gein confessed to stealing nine bodies from the local graveyards. He
had been trying to make a 'skin suit' to wear in a deranged bid to feel
close to his late mother. Gein also told the police he had killed Mary
Hogan, a woman who had been missing since 1954. The head of this woman
was found on Gein's farm. The police who worked this case were deeply
shocked and affected by the grisly discoveries. They would never forget
the awful sights that greeted them on Gein's farm.

(128) Saw was intended to be a straight to DVD release but turned out to be a highly profitable theatrical film.

(129)
In 1992 Mia Farrow was astonished to find nude polaroids of her
21-year-old adopted Korean daughter Soon-Yi Previn in her boyfriend
Woody Allen's New York apartment. Allen and Soon-Yi had been having a
secret affair and Mia (of course) went ballistic. Farrow then claimed
that Allen had sexually molested their young adopted daughter Dylan but
these claims were rejected by two investigations. Allen claimed that
Farrow came up with false molestation accusations as a revenge tactic. 

(130)
The killer’s robe in Scream was initially going to be white but was
switched to black to avoid any similarity to Ku Klux Klan attire.

(131)
The young J.D Salinger (the famously reclusive author of The Catcher in
the Rye) wanted to marry the 17-year-old Oona O'Neill (who was a noted
beauty at the time and being tested by film studios) but while Salinger
was away during the war she married a 53-year-old Charlie Chaplin
instead. Salinger was absolutely furious and loathed Chaplin for it. A
letter he wrote at the time (which only came to light in 1987)
expressed Salinger's bitterness at the whole affair. 'I can see them at
home evenings. Chaplin squatting grey and nude, atop his chiffonier,
swinging his thyroid around his head by his bamboo cane, like a dead
rat. Oona in an aquamarine gown, applauding madly from the bathroom.'
Holden Caulfield's distaste for Hollywood and actors is said to come
directly from Salinger losing O'Neill (later to become Lady Chaplin) to
the silver haired megastar and rascal Chaplin.

(132) In 1921
comedian 'Fatty' Arbuckle held a party in his hotel suite and a woman
there named Virginia Rappé fell ill, dying four days later from
peritonitis. Arkbuckle was arrested and charged with manslaughter with
lurid stories swirling around that he'd assaulted the woman and was
some sex crazed monster in real life. He was in fact completely
innocent and acquitted in six minutes at the final trial. Hollywood was
reluctant to put Arbuckle's name on anything afterwards officially but
he did direct films under an assumed name and work with Chaplin and
Keaton again and many others who stood by him. He was eventually
offered a 3 film contract by a studio and died a happy - and innocent -
man. Many accounts of Arbuckle  disregard the fact that he was
cleared of any charges and received an apology from both the courts and
the film industry before he died.

(133) Adriana Caselotti, who
was the voice of Snow White in the 1937 Disney film Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs, was only paid $970. She struggled to get voice work
afterwards because Disney didn't like her doing voice work in other
things (they deemed this would make Snow White's voice seem less
unique). 

(134) Sal Mineo was an American film and theatre
actor, known for his performance as John "Plato" Crawford opposite
James Dean in the film Rebel Without a Cause. He was twice nominated
for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor, for his roles in Rebel
Without a Cause and Exodus. Mineo was somewhat ahead of his time. He
was one of the original teen idols (he received 5,000 fan letters a
week at the height of his fame) and openly bisexual in an age when
talking about such matters was liable to damage an actor's career.
Mineo's honesty about his sexuality robbed him of more film roles. As
he got older and was no longer the teen idol, Mineo's career slipped
slightly into the doldrums. He tried and failed to get roles in films
like The Godfather. Mineo become more interested in theatre and dropped
out of the limelight. Sadly, at the age of 37, Mineo was stabbed to
death in the alley behind his West Hollywood apartment building. The
single stab pierced his heart. In 1979, pizza deliveryman Lionel Ray
Williams was sentenced to 57 years in prison for killing Mineo and for
ten robberies in the same area. Williams claimed to have had no idea
who Mineo was.

(135) The real surname of the Phoenix family
(which produced the famous actors River and Joaquin) is Bottom. Joaquin
Bottom doesn't sound nearly as cool does it? 

(136) At the height of her fame as a child star, Shirley Temple got 16,000 letters a month from fans. 

(137)
The Nakatomi Plaza in Die Hard is in reality the Fox Plaza in Century
City. The Fox Plaza was still under construction when Die Hard was
made. Note the scenes of John McClane exploring floors that don't seem
to be finished. 

(138) There are some unmistakable similarities
between Harry Potter and The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy. The Worst
Witch was a series of books first published in the early 1970s. The
Worst Witch is set at a boarding-school for girls called Miss Cackle's
Academy for Witches. The school is a castle surrounded by an enchanted
forest. There is a teacher of potions and Miss Cackle's Academy was
founded by a witch called Hermione! There have been some TV shows based
on the Worst Witch books. 
 
(139) Dracula has been played over 2,000 times by various actors. 

(140) Curse of Frankenstein was the first film to show blood in glorious colour. 
 
(141)
When they shot the 1971 film Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory in
Munich, the producers had to go outside of Germany to find enough
dwarves to play the Oompa Loompas. There was still a shortage of
dwarves in Germany because the Nazis had killed so many during the war.


(142) Ray Harryhausen did the special effects for the 1956 film
Earth vs the Flying Saucers. Harryhausen says he contacted a man who
claimed he had kidnapped by a UFO to help with his designs!

(143) Die Hard 2 was known as Die Hard 2: Die Harder on posters but not in the actual onscreen titles!

(144) Westworld was the first film to use computer generated animation. 

(145)
Peter Weller did some method acting acting on Robocop and asked
everyone to call him Murphy on the set. This did not endear Weller to
the cast and crew. 

(146) The American government complained
about women copying Veronica Lake's hairstyle because long hair was
dangerous in the machinery festooned factories where many women worked
during World War 2. Lake actually changed her hair as a consequence and
this might actually have damaged her acting career. 

(147) Michelle Rodriguez couldn't actually drive in real life when she was cast in The Fast and Furious franchise.

(149) Jason Statham used to be a sportsman. He competed for England in diving at the 1990 Commonwealth Games. 

(150)
Stanley Kubrick shot the Vietnam film Full Metal Jacket in England near
his home. He used the British Army base Bassingbourn Barracks to double
for Parris Island and the derelict Beckton Gas Works on the Isle of
Dogs became the wrecked city of Hue. Kubrick imported hundreds of palm
trees and tropical plants and made Cliffe marshes on the Thames his
Vietnam. 

(151) When he was making The Terminator, Arnold
Schwarzenegger went out to have lunch one day and suddenly realised he
still had some of his grisly Terminator facial make-up injuries in
place. 

(152) When they made the original Mad Max film, they
didn't have filming permits for the outback highways so they had to
avoid the police. 

(153) Olivia Newton-John was nearly 30 when she played high school student Sandy Olsson in Grease. 

(154)
Angelina Jolie played Colin Farrell's mother in the film Alexander. In
real life though Jolie is only a year older than Farrell!

(155)
The Hillside Stranglers were cousins Kenneth Bianchi and Angelo Buono
Jr. They are believed to have killed ten people as a duo and brought
terror to Hollywood and Los Angeles in the late 1970s. The pair would
pretend to be undercover policemen and target vulnerable woman. The
Hillside Stranglers once let the daughter of the actor Peter Lorre go
because they calculated that murdering the relative of a celebrity
would bring too much unwelcome attention to their activities. 

(156)
Ian Fleming got the name for his famous hero from a book called Field
Guide to the Birds of the West Indies. The author of this book was a
man named James Bond. 

(157) Joan Crawford's real name was Lucille LeSueur. She hated the name Joan Crawford but it was imposed on her by the studio. 

(158)
On his last day of production on Jaws, Steven Spielberg secretly drove
off without telling anyone because he'd learned the crew were going to
throw him in the water as an end of shoot prank.

(159) The
legendary (and brief) Indy v Swordsman scene in Raiders of the Lost Ark
was suggested by Harrison Ford when a gastric complaint that day left
him in no mood to film an elaborate fight sequence in searing heat.

(160)
Russian born Hollywood actor Anton Yelchin was buried at the Hollywood
Forever Cemetery. Three years earlier, Yelchin had shot a scene at the
Hollywood Forever Cemetery for the Joe Dante horror flick Burying the
Ex. Spookily, if you watch that film now you can see Yelchin in a scene
right next to where his own grave would soon be.

(161) Kirk Douglas was born Issur Danielovitch. 

(162)
Though the most American of entertainers, Bob Hope was actually born in
London to British parents. When he was about four his family moved to
the United States. 

(163) Stanley Kubrick took five years to finish making The Shining.

(164)
During the second Harry Potter film they made Daniel Radcliffe shave
one of his legs for a scene where Harry puts a sock on because they
deemed Radcliffe's legs to be too hairy for a young boy. 

(165) Some Like It Hot was banned in Kansas because of its cross-dressing theme. 

(166)
The final POV shot in The Evil Dead where the demonic force races at
Ash through the woods was done by mounting a camera on front of a
motorbike.

(167) Painted cornflakes were used to depict snow in old movies. 

(168)
Stan Laurel joined Fred Karno's troop of music-hall performers as a
young man. He would sometimes understudy another aspiring performer
named Charlie Chaplin. Laurel and Chaplin would both become world
famous in the end. 

(169) Baby in Dirty Dancing is supposed to be a teenager of around 17 but Jennifer Grey was nearly 28 when she made this film. 

(170)
The reason why Mad Max 2 was called The Road Warrior in the United
States is that the original film only had a very limited release in
that country so they didn't see the point in connecting it to the first
film. 

(171) Lea Thompson and Crispin Glover play Michael J
Fox's parents in Back to the Future. In real life though they were both
younger than Fox!

(172) In the Heat of the Night, one of the
films that made Sidney Poitier a star, was banned in some areas of the
American south.

(173) The actors in Final Destination 3 had to
ride the rollercoaster nearly 30 times for the premonition disaster
sequence that opens the film.

(174) When they made Commando they
removed any words from the script that Arnold Schwarzenegger found
difficult to say in English.

(175) Al Pacino turned the down the part of Han Solo in Star Wars because he couldn't make head nor tail of the script. 

(176)
Sean Connery turned down the part of Gandalf in Peter Jackson's Lord of
the Rings because he didn't understand the script. He had been offered
15% of the profits of the film so missed out on many millions by
declining the role.

(177) In 1968, Albert Dekker was a veteran
actor who had recently appeared in Bonanza and The Wild Bunch. When he
went missing for a few days, his worried fiancée Geraldine Saunders had
his apartment door unlocked and had a very strange and unpleasant
surprise. Dekker was dead in his bath and dressed in bondage gear with
a noose around his neck. His skin had obscene lipstick graffiti
scrawled on it and there were hypodermic needles sticking out of him.
The official verdict was accidental asphyxiation while attempting
autoerotic asphyxia but many believe this was a case of murder. Money
and camera equipment was missing and it seemed unlikely that Dekker
could have written all over his body himself. 

(178) At the
apex of her fame as a child star, Shirley Temple once got 167,000
presents on her birthday from fans around the world. The presents were
donated to charity by Temple's family and the studio. 

(179)
Winona Ryder was supposed to play Al Pacino's daughter in The Godfather
III but when she arrived on the set she promptly collapsed in her
dressing room from exhaustion. Francis Ford Coppola cast his daughter
Sophia in the role instead and studio executives were furious. Sophia
Coppola's wooden performance in the movie was panned by critics.

(180)
Jean Seberg's passion is all too convincing in Joan's final moments in
the 1957 Saint Joan. Legend has it that director Otto Preminger was
somewhat haphazard with the pyrotechnics and actually began to engulf
Seberg in flame and smoke for real until she made it apparent that she
was in danger and getting burned at the stake was probably taking the
expression to suffer for one's art a little too far.

(181) The cave in the woods the boys meet at in Dead Poet's Society was in reality a fake cave made of latex. 

(182)
There were umpteen aborted attempts to get a new Superman film into
production until Bryan Singer's Superman Returns. The most famous by
far is Tim Burton's Superman Lives, which was slated for 1999 but never
went before the cameras in the end despite a staggering $50 million
being wasted on its development. It began life as Superman Reborn and
was based on the Doomsday comic arc but, as ever with Hollywood, the
script was never quite to anyone's satisfaction and years began to
pass. Burton (who wasn't much of a Superman fan and, according to Kevin
Smith, only doing the film because Mars Attacks! bombed) had some crazy
designs and Nicholas Cage signed to play Superman. 

(183) Britt
Eklund's character had a 'bottom' double for the famous scene in The
Wicker Man where she knocks on Sgt Howie's door while naked. Eklund was
annoyed about this because she refused to do waist down nudity but
everyone presumed it was her in the film. They shot the scene when
Eklund was not on the set so she knew nothing about it. 

(184) The camera pan across the misty pond was in The Evil Dead done by director Sam Raimi being pushed in a dinghy. 

(185) The Blair Witch Project made $248.6 million. Not bad considering it only cost $60,000!

(186) The word “f***” is said 206 times in the remake of Scarface.

(187) The lowest kill count James Bond has in any movie is The Man with the Golden Gun. Bond only kills one person in the film. 

(188)
Noah Schnapp was up for the part of Richie Tozier in Stephen King's IT
before Finn Wolfhard was cast. In a quirk of coincidence, Schnapp and
Wolfhard were both cast in the popular Netflix show Stranger Things
soon after. 

(189) Corey Haim was a big child/teen star in the
mid to late 1980s (his films included The Lost Boys and Silver Bullet)
but found life in Hollywood much tougher when he got a few years older
and aged out of the teen roles. Haim was addicted to drugs and ended up
threatening his manager with a gun. He was then handed a past-due tax
bill and sued by his insurance company for not disclosing his drug
addiction. The money Haim had earned from his movies was all gone and
he end up shuttling in and out of rehab. On March 10, 2010, he died at
Providence Saint Joseph Medical Center of an apparent overdose. He was
38 years-old. 

(190) A lot of people thought it was pretty
shabby that Corey Haim didn't feature in the 'In Memoriam' section of
the Oscars when he died. It was a classic example of how you can be
really famous in Hollywood for a time and then completely forgotten. 

(191)
Scotty Beckett was one of the kids in the popular Our Gang/Little
Rascals series of shorts. He was acting from the age of four and signed
a contract with MGM in the 1930s. His life rapidly went off the rails
though - an all too familiar trope with child stars. He was arrested
many times for drink driving, financial fraud, and was once caught
trying to cross the Mexican border with illegal pills. He died at the
age of 38 in 1968 after a suspected overdose. 

(192) The much
loved Swedish actress Ingrid Bergman created a scandal in 1950 when she
left her husband for the film director Roberto Rossellini. Believe it
or not, Bergman was even called an 'apostle of degradation' by American
politicians and banned from appearing on the Ed Sullivan Show. Although
it all sounds absolutely preposterous today, the scandal derived from
the fact that Bergman was known for playing saintly 'good girl' roles
and so it apparently came as a shock to the American public that she
was just a normal person in real life and nothing like her screen
characters. Bergman moved to Italy as a consequence and was effectively
banished from the United States for ten years. Bergman later said that
she thought the scandal was all rather silly and that she didn't regret
anything she had done during this time. 

(193) The famous film
critic Roger Ebert was critical of Jarlath Conroy's Irish accent in
George Romero's Day of the Dead for not being very convincing. Unknown
to Ebert though, Conroy is Irish in real life. That was his real
accent! 

(194) Linda Blair received death threats after The Exorcist came out. Religious nuts are thought to be the culprits.

(195) Steven Spielberg didn't like John Williams' famous Jaws theme when he first heard it.

(196)
John Cusack once said in an interview that he has actress friends who
stopped getting work in their late twenties because by the youth
obsessed standards of Hollywood they were already considered old. 


(197) When the Marx Brothers made their first film in 1929,
sound equipment was so primitive that cameras were placed in sound
proof booths to limit noise and so were limited in their freedom to
move and follow the action. Maps and letters used in the film by
characters are in reality soaked in water to prevent them from making
any scrunching sounds!

(198) Thierry De Navacelle wrote a diary
account of the production of Radio Days, Woody Allen's
semi-autobiographical 1987 film about growing-up in Rockaway Beach in
the forties. One crew member said to De Navacelle that he had worked on
every Woody Allen film since 1976 but never actually spoken to the
director in person!

(199) Cary Grant was a great fan of the
psychedelic drug LSD and said that it helped him a lot in his attempts
to understand himself. 

(200) OJ Simpson was the studio choice to play the T-100 cyborg that made Arnold Schwarzenegger famous in The Terminator. 

(201)
The dwarves in The Wizard of Oz were said to be very badly behaved
offscreen. The dwarfs liked to have a good time and would get drunk a
lot. One of the crew said they had be collected up at the end of
shooting because they had a habit of passing out drunk. The worst habit
of the dwarfs was sticking their hand up Judy Garland's dress. Garland
had to endure a lot of groping over the course of the production. It is
said that the dwarfs would have orgies back at their hotel after they
had finished shooting scenes.

(202) In 2017, the actor James
Woods got into Twitter spat with fellow actor Armie Hammer. Woods (a
famously conservative leaning man) objected to an age disparity in a
drama featuring a gay couple that Hammer was acting in. The actress
Amber Tamblyn noticed the tit for tat and responded by claiming that
Woods had tried to pick her up in a car park when she was only sixteen.
Woods denied the claim but she later wrote an open letter for Vogue
elaborating on her experience with Woods.

(203) Richard Dreyfuss
badmouthed Jaws and told everyone it was going to be terrible. He soon
changed his tune when the reviews started coming in.

(204) Lupe
Vélez got her start in the late silent era and went on to star in RKO’s
popular Mexican Spitfire series. Sadly, she's most famous for Kenneth
Anger claiming in Hollywood Babylon that she drowned when her head got
stuck in her toilet. This was of course absolute nonsense like much of
Hollywood Babylon. Biographer Michelle Vogel debunked this urban myth
in her book on the actress. “The truth?” Vogel writes. “Lupe Velez died
in her bed, as she intended. She was 36 years-old, unmarried and about
to become a mother. She was successful, beautiful, kind, talented,
funny, a little bit crazy (by her own admission), and on December 14,
1944, she was dead by her own hand…Every ounce of the truth was tragic.
No salacious embellishment needed.”

(205) The 1998 film The
Replacement Killers, which stars Chow Yun-Fat, holds a record for the
most bullets fired in a Hollywood film. 

(206) In her memoir,
Judy Garland said when was a teen star the studio boss Louis B. Mayer
would sit her on his knee and fondle her breast. 

(207) In his
book Marilyn At Rainbow’s End, Darwin Porter claims that Marilyn Monroe
was killed by the mob. Darwin believes that Mafia boss Sam Giancana had
Marilyn killed - possibly at the behest of one of the Kennedy brothers.
The book claims that five Mafia enforcers used chloroform on Marilyn
and then administered drugs to make it look like an overdose or
suicide. Theories on Marilyn's premature death continue to abound and
probably always will. 

(208) During the production of Silence
of the Lambs, Anthony Hopkins deliberately provoked Jodie Foster
off-camera by mocking her accent. He did this to create an edge to
their scenes together.

(209) Little House on the Prairie was
shot on land purchased in Simi Valley Ranch. The land came at a bargain
price because an experimental sodium cooled nuclear reactor operated by
the Rocketdyne Corporation had once released a huge wave of
radioactivity in the area. Although the land was deemed safe to shoot
Little House on the Prairie, it is open to question as to whether or
not this was actually the case. Five members of the cast later died
from cancer - most famously Michael Landon. Like Michael Landon,
Patrick Swayze, who also had connections to Simi Valley, died of
pancreatic cancer at a fairly young age. 

(210) You might well
have seen some of Victor Salva's films as he directed the three first
pictures in the Jeepers Creepers horror series. He was a protege of
Francis Ford Coppola but his career was forever blighted during
production on his 1988 film Clownhouse. Salva was convicted of sexual
misconduct with the then 12-year-old Nathan Winters, one of
Clownhouse‘s underage stars including videotaping one of the
encounters. Commercial videotapes and magazines containing child
pornography were also found at his home. Salva pleaded guilty to lewd
and lascivious conduct, oral sex with a person under 14, and procuring
a child for pornography. He was sentenced to three years in state
prison, of which he served 15 months. He completed his parole in 1992.
It seems strange that Salva managed to continue his career but he has -
in a fashion, with straight to DVD entries of late. There were
demonstrations by his victim when 1995's Powder was released, a Disney
film directed by Salva. The studio were understandably nervous and
irritated when it dawned on them that they'd hired a convicted child
molester. The Jeepers Creepers films were popular and entertaining
although, given Salva's past, it was impossible to ignore his camera's
particular fascination with teenage boys in the sequel. When Salva sent
out a casting call for young teenagers to star in Jeepers Creepers 3
his ad was removed after people complained. It seems as if Salva will
never be able to outrun his shameful past.

(211) 500 gallons of fake blood were used during production of the first Nightmare On Elm Street film.

(212)
The production crew used real human skeletons in the 1982 film
Poltergeist because they were cheaper to buy than realistic fake ones.

(213)
During the production of Live and Let Die, the James Bond crew had to
pay 'protection' money to shoot in a rough part of Harlem.

(214)
Scatman Crothers was made to do 85 takes by Stanley Kubrick shooting
the scene in The Shining where his caretaker character shows Wendy and
Danny around the food storage areas of the Overlook Hotel. 

(215)
Nancy Allen and John Travolta apparently had no idea they were playing
the villain roles during the production of Carrie. They were giving
what they thought were comedic performances as catty shallow high
school stereotypes.

(216) Deborah Winger did the voice of E.T.

(217) Shirley Temple had to have fifty-six curls put in her hair by the hairdressing department on her films. 

(218)
Clark Gable disliked Gone With the Wind as he thought it was a 'film
for women' and he was also fearful that his attempt to do a southern
accent might be laughed at.

(219) In 2014, Ben Urwand wrote a
book in which he claimed that Hollywood studios, in order to maintain
their access to the German market in the 1930s, financed German weapons
and even aborted a plan to make a film about Jewish mistreatment in
Germany because the Nazis complained. It should be noted that other
film historians have refuted Urwin's claims. They point out that many
studio executives were Jewish themselves and actively involved in
anti-Nazi groups.

(220) Goldfinger was so popular that some cinemas ran 24 hour a day screenings in order to meet demand. 

(221)
Bruce Campbell had some teeth knocked out while making the original
Evil Dead when a cameraman slipped and hit him in the face with his
camera.

(222) Stockard Channing was nearly 34 when she played 17-year-old Rizzo in Grease. 

(223)
When he was cast as James Bond, Sean Connery worked with a dance
teacher named Yat Malmgren so he could learn how to be more graceful
and panther like in his movements and gestures.

(224) Sylvester Stallone had never heard of Judge Dredd until he appeared in the disappointing 1995 film version. 

(225) Daniel Craig had a cameo as a stormtrooper in Star Wars: The Phantom Menace. 

(226) It is never really explained why the poor mobile infantry in Starship Troopers don't have proper air support! 

(227)
Russian born Hollywood actor Anton Yelchin was a young man who seemed
destined for even greater stardom than he'd already attained. He was
best known for playing Chekov in the rebooted Star Trek film franchise
and had carved out a niche playing the young lead in horror flicks like
Fright Night and Burying the Ex. He was also the young Kyle Reese in
Terminator Salvation. Yelchin had a likeable everyman quality on the
screen and he clearly had the acting cops to take on more mature and
complex roles when he aged out of the young lead parts. Perhaps his
best role was in the thriller Green Room. He was clearly a very
talented actor. He also appeared in indie movies and short films.
Yelchin wanted to be a director himself and had plans in place to
direct his first movie. He was also in a band and loved music. On June
the 19th, 2016, friends of the twenty-seven year-old actor became
worried when he didn't turn up to a rehearsal (it was most unlike Anton
not to be punctual and show up for his appointments) and so went to his
home in the hills of Studio City, California to see what the problem
was. They were met with a tragic scene. Yelchin was dead and pinned
between a stone pillar and his Grand Cherokee jeep in the driveway.
Yelchin had been on his way to the rehearsal and left the jeep at the
top of a slope with the engine running. 

Why he got out of the
car is not known. Maybe he'd forgotten something and wanted to go back
for it. It appears that Yelchin did not put the parking brake on (the
other explanation is a mechanical fault in the car) and while he was
behind the vehicle (and obviously oblivious to potential danger) the
2.5 ton vehicle rolled back and crushed him against a pillar. He must
have been caught unaware and had no time to escape. 

It is
believed that Yelchin was killed almost instantly. His lungs were
crushed and the official cause of death was blunt traumatic asphyxia.
There were no suspicious circumstances. The death was simply a freak
accident. The vehicle involved was among some Fiat Chrysler models
under a recall notice for transmission errors leading to unintended
rolling. These cars were obviously pretty dangerous and should have
been recalled sooner. 

(228) The real name of the British actress Diana Dors was Diana Fluck. You can see why she had to change her name!

(229) The cult 1958 horror film The Fly was shot in just eighteen days. 

(230)
Gene Kelly was said to be so rude to Debbie Reynolds on the set of
Singing in the Rain that she used to go and cry under a piano between
takes. 

(231) Marilyn Monroe was one of the first celebrities
who made it fashionable to lift weights as part of a daily exercise
routine. 

(232) Shirley Temple was earmarked for the part of Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz but was annoyed to lose out to Judy Garland.

(233) Gloria Swanson was well ahead of her time when it came to health and nutrition. She was a vegetarian and a fan of yoga. 

(234) Starlets in Old Hollywood were giving acting and elocution classes as part of their preparation for movie stardom. 

(235)
Bette Davis and Joan Crawford famously had a fierce rivalry and tense
relationship. After the death of Crawford in 1977, Bette Davis said
-  "You should never say bad things about the dead, you should
only say good. Joan Crawford is dead. Good."

(236) Apparently the Weinsteins nearly fired Wes Craven from Scream because they didn't think it was very scary.

(237)
During the production of Goldfinger, a 24-hour guard was placed on the
Fort Knox set at Pinewood Studios so that thieves would not steal the
gold bar props.

(238) On September the 30th, 1955, James Dean
headed for Salinas in his Porsche. He was due there to take part in a
race. The car was originally going to be transported by trailer but
Dean changed his mind about this and decided to drive it there himself.
This is what you might call a twist of fate. The decision to drive the
car there himself would come at the cost of James Dean's life.

(239) Brigitte Bardot's real name is Camille Javal. 

(240)
Alma Rubens (1897–1931) was a film actress and stage performer. Rubens
was a huge star in the twenties but her career was ruined by drugs. She
died of lobar pneumonia and bronchitis shortly after being arrested for
cocaine possession in January 1931. Rubens even wrote a memoir with the
(unforgettable) title - Why I Remain a Dope Fiend: The Most Amazing
Confession Ever Told! 

(241) Silent film star Nita Naldi followed an eccentric diet in which she would only eat lamb and pineapple

(242)
Among the Black Dahlia suspects are Walter Bayley. Bayley was a surgeon
who lived only a few minutes away from where Short's body was found. He
was suffering from a degenerative brain disease at the time. This has
led to a theory that he was acting in a crazy unhinged manner. The
counter argument is that the 67 year-old Bayley was not really in any
fit state to carry out a murder like this - which would have required
planning, stealth, and physical strength. Bayley's status as a Black
Dahlia suspect comes from the fact that he had medical training (so
would have known how to dissect a body) and also easy access to
properties in the area where Short was disposed of. 

(243)
Another Black Dahlia suspect was a bellhop and former mortician's
assistant named Leslie Dillon. Dillon began writing to Los Angeles
Police Department psychiatrist Dr. J. Paul De River with his theories
about Short's murder. Dillon's detailed knowledge of the case and
obvious dark fascination with sex and sadism led the police to believe
he could well be a suspect. Dillon even claimed he knew the man that
had killed Elizabeth Short. Dr. J. Paul De River took this claim to be
a proxy confession by Dillon. Dillon was placed in custody at one point
and many detectives came to suspect he was the killer. The stumbling
block though was that Dillon's whereabouts at the time of the murder
could not be proven. It could not be established that he was in Los
Angeles and so there was no case against him without this evidence.

(244) Bill Murray improvised the line about Garfield in Zombieland. 

(245) Shirley Temple retired from the film industry when she was 21. 

(246)
When the casting was announced for The Wizard of Oz, Judy Garland was
not a hugely popular choice as Dorothy. Many fans of the book thought
Garland was too old to be playing this character. 

(247) James Stewart rode the same horse in seventeen of his Westerns. 

(248) Laurence Olivier turned down the part of Don Corleone in The Godfather. 

(249)
Peter Falk claimed that he turned down a part in The Godfather. He did
not say which part this was but it has been written that he was up for
the part of Tom Hagen. 

(250) George Knowlton is often listed
as a Black Dahlia murder suspect - thanks mainly to the efforts of his
daughter. Janice Knowlton claimed that her father George murdered and
dissected Elizabeth Short in their garage. Janice Knowlton (inevitably)
wrote a book about this and said that Elizabeth Short was a sex worker
who would find children for child abuse gangs. Janice Knowlton claimed
that she was later sold to a sex gang herself and ended up being abused
by no lesser figure than Walt Disney. Janice Knowlton died in a
prescription drugs overdose in 2004. The police were never terribly
convinced by her claims concerning her father although they did arrange
a dig at her childhood home. Nothing suspicious relating to a murder
was found on the property though. 

(251) Marlon Brando turned down the lead role in Lawrence of Arabia. 

(252)
Die Hard with a Vengeance is based on an unused script for a Lethal
Weapon sequel. The title of the script was Simon Says. 

(253) Thunderball was called Calm Down, Mr Bond in Holland. 

(254) Tom Cruise trained for a year to perform the HALO jump in Mission: Impossible - Fallout. 

(255) The line "Play it again, Sam" was never actually said in Casablanca. 

(256)
Bruce Campbell said that after the income tax people, an ex-wife, and
agents and managers had taken their slice he ended up with nothing for
his role in Army of Darkness. 

(257) Cubby Broccoli said that
he wanted to cast Julie Christie as Domino in Thunderball but the
director Terence Young thought her chest was too flat to be a Bond
girl. 

(258) John Landis came up with the idea for An American Werewolf in London while he was an extra on the film Kelly's Heroes.

(259) Special effects wiz Rob Bottin used bubblegum for some of the head stretching effects in John Carpenter's The Thing. 

(260) At an early stage of its development, Scream 2 was going to be called Scream Again, Scream Louder.

(261)
George Lazenby only discovered that George Baker had dubbed some of his
On Her Majesty's Secret Service dialogue (where 007 poses as
geneologist Sir Hilary Bray) when he watched the film. Lazenby was not
best pleased by this. 

(262) Ilse Steppat, who played Irma Bunt in On Her Majesty's Secret Service, died only four days after the film was released. 

(263) The mall used in Zack Snyder's Dawn of the Dead was real but defunct and abandoned. It was demolished after shooting.

(264)
Amazingly, speculation about Timothy Dalton's future as James Bond
began before the dust had even settled on Licence To Kill. The British
tabloids ran stories in the summer of 1989 that the studio wanted to
replace Dalton with Pierce Brosnan. The shadow of Brosnan increasingly
loomed over Timothy Dalton's Bond so heavily that in 1990 a number of
people noted that a (soon to be discontinued) cover on John Gardner's
latest Bond novel Brokenclaw seemed to illustrate James Bond to look
like Pierce Brosnan!

(265) Telly Savalas was scared of flying
and had a 'no flying' clause written into his contract when he signed
to play Blofeld in On Her Majesty's Secret Service. 

(266) Stephen King said that Annie Wilkes in Misery was a metaphor for his drug addiction.

(267) David Naughton was best known for Dr Pepper commercials before he appeared in An American Werewolf in London. 

(268)
Judy Garland said she was shocked when she found out that her personal
assistant had to report to MGM once a month and provide information on
who Garland had been seeing, what she had been eating, and where she
had been going. 

(269) Michael J Fox was 29 when he played 17 year-old Marty Mcfly in the last Back to the Future film. 

(270)
It was Chris Sarandon's idea for his vampire in Fright Night to be
constantly eating apples. This is because certain types of bats love
fruit. 

(271) If you include audiobooks, short films, and video games, over two hundred people have played James Bond. 

(272) Despite its far flung setting, Casablanca was made entirely in Los Angeles. 

(273)
When they made the first John Wick movie, for the New York scenes they
didn't have a permit to use blank ammunition so the muzzle flashes of
the guns had to be added later with special effects. 

(274) The publicity shy and reclusive Greta Garbo was known as the “Swedish Sphinx” in the media. 

(275)
Donald H. Wolfe wrote in his 2006 book The Mob, the Mogul, and the
Murder That Transfixed Los Angeles, that Elizabeth Short was murdered
by the gangster Bugsy Siegel, at the request of newspaper publisher
Norman Chandler. Short, so the theory goes, was pregnant with
Chandler's child and so Chandler wanted to get rid of her. 

(276)
It is often alleged that Clara Bow struggled when the silent film era
ended and 'talkies' began because she had a thick Brooklyn accent. 

(277) Jodie Foster's real name is Alicia. 

(278) Putter smith, who plays the killer Mr Wint in Diamonds Are Forever, was a muscian with no previous acting experience. 

(279)
Richard Kuklinski from Jersey City claimed to have murdered someone for
the first time when he was thirteen. He claimed to be a mob hitman who
killed 300 people. Kuklinski was motivated not by lust but the
enjoyment of killing. He was first apprehended on other charges in the
1980s. Though a film (The Iceman) has been made based on his life, some
crime writers are dubious that Kuklinski's claims of being a mass
killer are verifiable.

(280) When George Lazenby replaced Sean
Connery as Bond, they were going to say that Bond had had plastic
surgery to fool his enemies as a means to explain why James Bond didn't
look like Sean Connery anymore. However, this idea was sensibly
abandoned in the end.

(281) Chloë Grace Moretz was supposed to
play Beverly Marsh in the film version of Stephen King's IT but the
film took so long to go into production that Moretz was too old by the
time the cameras rolled. Sophia Lillis played the part in the end. 

(282)
Despite her status as a horror icon, Jamie Lee Curtis says she never
watches horror films in real life because she finds them too scary. 

(283) Rupert Grint had never done any real acting before Harry Potter. He sent in a tape of himself rapping for his audition. 

(284)
Elizabeth Taylor was fond of a peanut butter and bacon sandwich. This
unusual food combination could be described as an acquired taste. 

(285) Rudolph Valentino once challenged the author of an article which was critical of him to a boxing match. 

(286) Over 1,400 actresses were interviewed for the part of Scarlett O’Hara in Gone with the Wind. 

(287) On Her Majesty's Secret Service was called 007 Seized The Snow Mountain Castle in Norway. 

(288) Paul Verhoeven initially turned down the chance to direct Robocop because he thought it sounded stupid. 

(289) Henry Cavill improvised the "arm reloading" scene during the bathroom fight in Mission: Impossible — Fallout.

(290)
Burt Reynolds claimed that the part of Sonny Corleone in The Godfather
was supposed to be his but he got the axe because Marlon Brando didn't
like him. 

(291) Fred Astaire had both of his legs insured. 

(292) Elvis could have been in West Side Story but his manager turn down an offer on his behalf. 

(293) Cary Grant's real name was Archibald Leach. 

(294) Robocop had to be edited eleven times to get an R rating. 

(295)
Tim Matheson, Jeff Bridges and John Shea all tested to play Indiana
Jones in Raiders of the Lost Ark before the producers settled on Tom
Selleck. However, Selleck had to leave the production because his
Magnum PI pilot proved popular and was turned into a series. A
reluctant George Lucas finally gave in to Steven Spielberg's frequent
suggestion that his Star Wars actor Harrison Ford would make a perfect
Indiana Jones. Ford was cast three weeks before shooting began.

(296)
Jack Lord was the first person in the James Bond franchise to play
Felix Leiter. The Bond screenwriter Richard Maibaum said Lord didn't
return because he demanded equal billing with Sean Connery and a much
bigger fee for the next picture. Jack Lord didn't seem to realise that
these were James Bond movies - not James Bond & Felix Leiter movies!

(297) Heather Langenkamp said she had nightmares about Freddy Krueger while shooting A Nightmare on Elm Street.

(298)
Joan Collins said in her memoir that she was the prime candidate to
play the title role in the 1963 film Cleopatra but was axed from the
part because she refused to sleep with Buddy Adler, the head of 20th
Century Fox. Collins, who had done more than one audition for the part,
said she fled from the office of Adler in tears after he sexually
propositioned her.

(299) It took two days for Robert Shaw to
complete the USS Indianapolis speech in Jaws because he was drunk the
first time he did it.

(300) Batman was invented by Bob Kane and
Bill Finger and made his first appearance in Detective Comics #27 in
May 1939. Kane was inspired by Leonardo da Vinci drawings which
depicted a flying machine with gigantic bat wings.

(301) Michael
Caine missed the 1987 Oscar ceremony (where he was up for his part in
Woody Allen's Hannah and Her Sisters) because of reshoots on Jaws: The
Revenge.

(302) James Cameron's 1989 underwater sci-fi film The
Abyss was one of the most difficult and dangerous movie shoots ever
attempted. Cameron insisted on shooting much of the film underwater
(The Abyss was filmed in the largest fresh-water filtered tank in the
world at the time) for the sake of realism and this led to many
dangerous moments. Cameron himself nearly drowned at one point and lead
actor Ed Harris performed an underwater scene with no breathing
apparatus and nearly perished.

(303) The first Hellraiser film
was made in England but the studio New Line later decided they wanted
it to be set in America. To this end, they dubbed some American accents
into the film and pretended it was set in America - which it clearly
isn't. Clive Barker made light of this on the audio commentary. As he
notes, you can clearly see a very British train go past at one point!

(304)
The Shining is in the Guinness Book of Records for the most retakes of
a single scene with 127 takes for a scene with Shelley Duvall.

(305) Early posters and teasers for Alien 3 suggested the aliens were going to reach Earth. False marketing indeed!

(306)
During the climax to the 1983 Brian De Palma film Scarface, where Al
Pacino's Tony Montana battles waves of gunmen in his mansion, some of
the second unit direction was done by Steven Spielberg. Spielberg, a
friend of De Palma, visited the set and ended up being deployed on the
production. 

(307) The 1956 John Wayne film The Conqueror was
shot in Utah near an area where nuclear weapons testing had taken place
in the 1950s. The director Dick Powell died of cancer several years
later and the two lead actors John Wayne and Pedro Armendáriz also
developed cancer. Nearly half of the cast and crew later developed
cancer and nearly fifty of them died. It is unavoidably speculated then
that the cast and crew were working in an area that still had dangerous
traces of radiation fallout. 

(308) A dentist was employed to
be on the set of the first Harry Potter movie because there were many
young children working as extras and some of them were losing teeth. 

(309)
Believe it or not, it was fairly common for studios in Old Hollywood to
arrange for abortions if any of their contracted actresses got pregnant
- especially if the pregnancy happened out of wedlock or through an
affair. Bette Davis, Joan Crawford, Judy Garland, Tallulah Bankhead,
Jeanette McDonald, Lana Turner, and Dorothy Dandridge all had abortions
arranged by the studios. The reason for the abortions was that the
studios at the time inserted a 'morality clause' into the contracts of
their stars. If an actress was involved in a scandalous (by the
standards of the era) pregnancy, then this meant they had violated that
morality clause.

(310) Brandon Lee was the handsome son of the
legendary Bruce Lee and began a promising career in Hollywood with
action roles. He was killed shooting The Crow when a live primer in a
dummy round hit him at point blank range during a gun sequence. He was
only 28 years-old. The tragic accident happened on March 31, 1993.
There were only eight days left on filming on the movie and Brandon was
due to get married in the following few weeks when production on The
Crow had concluded. The actor Michael Masse, who played a villain in
The Crow, was part of a scene in which his character shot Brandon's
character. When the stunt was concluded the crew became aware that
Brandon was not moving. There was now a hole in his abdomen and he was
rushed to hospital. Despite six hours of surgery he died of his
injuries. The accident had occurred because the bullets used in the gun
had been converted to blanks from live bullets. Blanks are supposed to
have cardboard tips so that in the event of any accidental contact the
damage is minimal. In this case though one of the lead tips from the
modified live bullets was still in the gun and came loose during the
scene - fatally hitting Brandon in the stomach. It was basically
incompetence on the part of the people making the film. The death was
ruled an accident but Brandon's mother Linda Lee Cadwell launched a
civil suit against the film studio - which was eventually settled out
of court.

(311) A common question people have about Frank
Sinatra concern his links to the Mafia. Was Sinatra connected to the
Mob? Well, yes and no seems to be the answer but mostly yes. Sinatra
was not a mobster but he was friendly with Mafia bosses and associates,
this stretching back to his early days in New Jersey. Lucky Luciano
arranged for him to perform at many of his parties in Havana, Sinatra
even allegedly being at the 1947 Havana Conference. Luciano also
borrowed 2 million dollars from Sinatra at one point. Sinatra did many
concerts on behest of the Mob. In 1976 Sinatra was photographed posing
with Mob bosses and personalities like Paul Castellano, Joe Gambino,
and ‘Jimmy the Weasel’ Fratianno at the Westchester Premier Theater,
NYC. Sinatra's daughter Tina said that her father used Mob ties to help
boost a young John F Kennedy in politics. It is often alleged that
Sinatra used the Mafia to get a part in From Here to Eternity. There is
some debate over this latter claim. What is certainly true is that
Sinatra knew powerful Mafia figures and seemed to like associating with
them at social functions or events. It seems that he found them
glamorous. He did concerts for them and it seems likely the Mafia and
Sinatra did each other a few favours. He flirted with Mob figures and
knew them socially. In decades past the Mob had many tentacles in areas
like showbusiness and sports. It was much harder to avoid them.

(312)
When she appeared in Psycho II, Meg Tilly had never seen the original
Psycho. She said she wasn't allowed to watch television growing up so
had never encountered the film before.

(313) Matthew Lewis had
to sign a studio contract which banned him getting his teeth
straightened for ten years while he played Neville in the Harry Potter
movies. 

(314) The gas station in The Texas Chainsaw Massacre later became a bed and breakfast. 

(315) Sean Connery was a milkman before he became an actor. 

(316) The Soviet dictator Stalin was said to be a big fan of cowboy films. 

(317)
The 2003 film The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen was based on Alan
Moore's classic comic book series about a sort of Victorian British
Justice League made up of famous characters from literary fiction. Alan
Moore, naturally, wanted nothing to do with the film and the finished
product proved that Moore was wise to distance himself from the
adaptation. The film version of Moore's comic was instantly forgettable
with poor special effects and a convoluted story that had little to do
with the comic. Although this film has been largely forgotten, it
gained a lot of press at the time because the troubled production -
most famously the awful feud between director Stephen Norrington and
the star Sean Connery. Making this film was so traumatic that
Norrington vowed never to direct another film (and as of 2019 he has
stayed true to this pledge) while Connery retired from acting after The
League of Gentlemen and said that Norrington should be in an "asylum".
The project started with high hopes. Norrington was well regarded for
directing the Wesley Snipes film Blade and Connery, who had missed out
on a fortune by foolishly turning down parts in Lord of the Rings and
Harry Potter, saw The League of Gentlemen as his chance to make some
big money in something that had the potential to be a major franchise.
However, things quickly went sour when the film entered production. 

Connery
took an almost instant dislike to Norrington, a director he regarded to
be out of his depth and too inexperienced for a project like this.
Norrington infuriated Connery with his slow schedule - the director
prone to abandoning shooting for days at a time if he didn't like the
authenticity of a particular period prop. Norrington was having an
awful time. The sets in Prague were subject to floods (which put the
production behind schedule), and when early special effects proved
inadequate they had to shop around for someone else to do the CGI.
Norrington was also pestered by studio interference and wasn't enjoying
his first experience of making a big film with a large crew. Just to
compound his misery, he had to put up with the surly Sean Connery. The
tension between Norrington and Connery eventually came to a head when
Norrington suggested that Connery should try and punch him since he so
clearly wanted to. Connery simply walked away. The film was trashed by
critics when it was released. Norrington never bothered to turn up to
the premiere and said the experience had put him off ever directing
another film. Connery wasted no chance to badmouth Norrington during
his publicity obligations for the film and then walked off into the
sunset and retired.

(318) Shirley Temple said that when she
became a teenager and abandoned her signature curls, studios were
horrified to see her ears were quite big! When Temple inevitably began
to grow up, Hollywood started to lose interest in her. She was deemed
too plain to be a Hollywood star once she was an adult. 

(319) Lee Marvin disliked The Dirty Dozen because he'd been in the army and didn't think the movie was realistic. 

(320)
Alan Ruck played Ferris Bueller's high school friend Cameron in the
cult John Hughes film Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. Ruck was actually 30
years-old at the time. 

(321) Bela Lugosi's real name was Béla Ferenc Dezső Blaskó. 

(322)
Shirley Temple only found out when she was an adult that her mother and
20th Century Fox had always lied about her age and pretended she was
two years younger than she actually was. 

(323) Tobe Hooper
said he got the idea for The Texas Chainsaw Massacre when he was
shopping in a store and noticed a rack of chainsaws for sale.

(324)
Although he is often remembered as the star of The Silence of the
Lambs, Anthony Hopkins was only in the film for about nineteen minutes.

 
(325) From Russia with Love is alleged to be the last film John F. Kennedy watched before he was assassinated.

(326) The Wicker Man was called The Cursed Scarecrow in Greece. 

(327) Greta Garbo once ate nothing but spinach for three weeks to avoid putting on weight. 

(328) Oliver Reed turned down the part of Quint in Jaws.

(329) Seventeen boats were destroyed in the stunt rehearsals for Live and Let Die. 

(330) The studio gave Judy Garland extensive surgery on her teeth before they made The Wizard of Oz. 

(331) The actor Christopher Jones lost out on the part of Michael Corelone in The Godfather by asking for too much money. 

(332)
The budget of the 1963 film Cleopatra, adjusted for inflation in
today's money, was knocking on for $400 million. No wonder it nearly
bankrupted the studio. 

(333) Friends of the actor John
Barrymore stole his body when he died and took it to Errol Flynn's
house so they could have one last night in his company. 

(334) Shirley Temple sometimes wore dentures to hide missing baby teeth. 

(335)
Woody Allen's original concept for Sleeper was that the first half
would be a New York comedy set in the present day and then, after an
intermission, Allen's character - who would be frozen - would wake up
in the future where the rest of the film would play out. The studio
loved the idea but Allen, somewhat daunted by the mammoth task of
writing this lengthy endeavour, eventually decided to concentrate
instead on the second half of his proposed project, a comedy but with a
futuristic setting and sci-fi elements.

(336) There are
conspiracy theories that James Dean faked his death through the crash
to go and live a quiet life without fame but these are not taken very
seriously.

(337) Sean Connery said he only ever read two James
Bond novels. He liked Ian Fleming as a person but didn't care for the
Bond books much. 

(338) Hostel was shot at an abandoned mental hospital in Prague. 

(339)
Lara Croft: Tomb Raider – The Cradle of Life was banned in China
because it depicted China as a place with secret societies. 

(340)
In 2001, Winona Ryder was involved in a curious affair when she
appeared to be caught shoplifting designer items from a Beverly Hills
department store. Winona was convicted of grand theft, shoplifting, and
vandalism but was acquitted on the third felony charge, burglary. In
December 2002, she was sentenced to three years' probation and 480
hours of community service. In 2004 the felonies were reduced to
misdemeanours. Of the incident, Winona later explained that it occurred
during a time in her career when she was clinically depressed. She
stated that heavy painkilling medication which had been wrongly
prescribed by a doctor significantly clouded her judgement. 

(341) Andrew Garfield was 31 when he played high school student Peter Parker in The Amazing Spider-Man 2. 

(342)
Another Black Dahlia suspect was Mark Hansen. Hansen was a nightclub
owner and Elizabeth Short's landlord. It transpired that he was one of
the last people she spoke to before she went missing. The police
believed that Hansen was infatuated with Short but she'd rebuffed his
romantic and sexual advances. What made the police especially
interested in Hansen was that he was friends with a number of doctors
and there was evidence that as a young man he had attended a medical
school. One can see how these details, when factored in with his
personal connection to Elizabeth Short, made Hansen a person of
interest. Mark Hansen died in 1964. He was never charged with Short's
murder. The police detectives from the time and in recent years who
have studied the case seem to have conflicting views concerning Hansen
as a suspect. Some believe he murdered Short and others think he was a
red herring who had nothing to do with the case.

(343) The
African Queen was shot in Africa and the cast and crew all got sick
from drinking the local water and eating the food. One person who
didn't though was Humphrey Bogart. Bogart said he stuck to canned
asparagus and Scotch and remained as fit as a fiddle. 

(344) Bela Lugosi was buried in one of his Dracula capes. 

(345)
Shirley Temple said 1947's The Hagen Girl was the worst film she ever
made. This film certainly had an interesting cast because it featured
Ronald Reagan and Lois Maxwell (who would later play Moneypenny in the
Bond films). 

(346) Judy Garland said it was difficult to act
genuinely afraid of the Wicked Witch in The Wizard of Oz because
Margaret Hamilton (who played the witch) was such a nice person in real
life. 

(347) It is often assumed that Boris Karloff and Bela
Lugosi were rivals who hated each other. In reality they made some
films together and got on fine. 

(348) Nicholas’ masked girlfriend Janine in Hot Fuzz is actually Cate Blanchett making a cameo. 

(349)
Apart from Russian Oleg Taktarov, none of the international characters
in Predators are played by actors from those countries. Alice Braga
(who plays a sniper from the Israel Defense Forces) is Brazilian and
Louis Ozawa Changchien (Japanese in the film) and Mahershalalhashbaz
"Mahershala" Ali (African in the film) are both American. 

(350) Bonnie Bedelia, who plays Holly McClane in Die Hard, is Macaulay Culkin’s aunt.

(351) The villain Franz Sanchez in Licence To Kill is based on Colombian drug lord and narcoterrorist Pablo Escobar.

(352)
In reality you would actually need 480 dump trucks to steal all the
gold from the Federal Reserve - as happens in Die Hard with a
Vengeance. 

(353) Chloë Grace Moretz trained with a circus school in preparation for her role as Hit Girl in Kick Ass. 

(354)
Alyssa Milano said that Arnold Schwarzenegger did her algebra homework
for her on the set when she played Jenny Matrix in Commando. 

(355)
The 'Bill Clay' scene in Die Hard was written into the film when Alan
Rickman was goofing around doing an American accent on the set.

(356) The Fast and Furious franchise has destroyed over 2,000 vehicles in the course of its production. 

(357) The first draft of the John Wick screenplay had the character as a 70 year-old man. 

(358) Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen is so bad that even its director Michael Bay admitted it was awful. 

(359) The Die Hard 2 shoot had a hard time finding anywhere with snow. They ended up using snow machines.

(360) Mickey Rourke only had two days to shoot his scenes in The Expendables because he was making Iron Man 2 at the time. 

(361) Thunderball stuntman Bill Cumming was given a $450 bonus to plunge into Largo’s shark infested pool.

(362) Despite its Far East setting, Rambo: First Blood Part II was shot in Mexico. 

(363)
Up until the novel Dr No, James Bond used a Beretta M418. However, when
Ian Fleming received a letter telling him that the Beretta M418 was a
'ladies gun' he gave Bond a Walther PPK. 

(364) The first designs for Robocop were rejected because it made him look too much like Judge Dredd. 

(365)
Stephen Hopkins, the director of Predator 2, said he had to firmly
resist studio pressure trying to persuade him to cast Steven Seagal in
the movie. 

(366) Die Hard was called The Crystal Snare in Japan.

(367) 'Over the Rainbow' was almost cut from The Wizard of Oz in the editing room because the film was deemed too long. 

(368) Matthew McConnaughey auditioned for the part of Jack Dawson in Titanic. 

(369)
Warren Beatty was offered to chance to star in and direct The Godfather
but he turned it down because he didn't see the appeal of a Mafia
drama. 

(370) Before he became an actor, Charles Bronson worked as a coal miner. 

(371)
Rebel Without a Cause was truly cursed when it came to its cast. James
Dean died in a car crash, Sal Mineo was stabbed to death, and Natalie
Wood drowned in mysterious circumstances. 

(372) Shirley Temple
said that when she was a kid she was taken to visit a department store
Santa at Christmas. Santa recognised her straight away and asked for an
autograph!

(373) Bela Lugosi turned down the part of Frankenstein before it was offered to Boris Karloff. 

(374) Greta Garbo didn't speak a word of English when she first arrived in the United States. 

(375) Denzel Washington was a garbage man before he became an actor. 

(376) Anthony Shaffer, screenwriter of The Wicker Man, felt that Edward Woodward and Britt Eklund were miscast in the film. 

(377)
The craziest theory concerning the Black Dahlia murder was that
proposed by a childhood friend of Elizabeth Short. He concluded that
the killer in this awful case was none other than the film director
Orson Welles!
 
(378) The distributor initially refused to
release the classic horror film The Wicker Man, even in Britain. Legend
has it that the original negative of the full length version of this
film was used as landfill in the M3 motorway in England!

(379) The bees used in the production of Candyman were very young bees. This was so their stings would be less dangerous. 

(380)
On the 10th anniversary of The Notebook, the director Nick Cassavetes
said Ryan Gosling disliked co-star Rachel McAdams so much he requested
at one point that she be removed from the set.

(381) James Bond
ordering the tiger to "sit!" in Octopussy is a reference to Barbara
Woodhouse. Barbara Woodhouse was a dog trainer who often appeared on
British television in the 1980s.

(382) Cary Grant is often
alleged to have had a relationship with the actor Randolph Scott. Grant
and Scott shared a house for ten years and would cook together, eat
together, swim together, and give the impression of being a married
couple. Grant and Scott were both in the film My Favourite Wife. Bert
Granet, who worked on the script for that film, said that Grant and
Scott didn't make any attempt to hide their close relationship. "We
shot the pool sequence at the Huntington Hotel in Pasadena. Cary and
Randy Scott arrived as a pair and, to the total astonishment of myself,
the director, and the ultra-macho crew, instead of taking separate
suites moved into the same room together. Everyone looked at everyone
else. It seemed hardly believable." 

(383) Boris Karloff's real name was William Henry Pratt.

(384) Steven Seagal's Arizona mansion has bulletproof glass. 

(385) Veronica Lake's real name was Constance Ockelman.

(386)
The Shakespearean actor Richard Johnson was the first choice of Dr No
director Terence Young to be the original big screen James Bond.
Johnson was suave, a commanding presence, and a highly competent actor.
At a mature looking 34 he seemed about the right age. The producers
were happy with Young's choice and asked Johnson if he would take the
part. However, Johnson, who was about to enjoy one of his most famous
roles as Dr John Markway in The Haunting, turned down the invitation to
be the first man to portray Ian Fleming's iconic hero in a feature film
because he disliked the long term contract he would have to sign.

(387)
Charlie Chaplin's fondness for much younger women would raise a lot of
eyebrows if he was around today. When he was 35 he seduced the 15
year-old child actress Lita Grey. He later had a child with her. Grey
was only eight years-old when Chaplin first met her.  

(388) Marilyn Monroe would have raw eggs for breakfast as part of her diet regime. 

(389)
These days Hollywood stars often do their best to avoid the press but
in Old Hollywood it was very different. As part of contracts in Old
Hollywood, stars had to court the press and cater to their demands for
photographs and quotes. In the old days the studios worked on the
theory that all publicity was good publicity. 

(390) Lucille Ball auditioned for the part of Scarlett O’Hara in Gone With the Wind.

(391)
It was common for Old Hollywood studios to make up fictitious
information about the background of the stars they had under contract.
They were basically coming up with a product they could sell. 

(392)
The 1956 sci-fi horror Invasion of the Body Snatchers is the ultimate
fifties paranoia picture. What is most interesting about the film is
that it is laced with a multitude of apparent hidden meanings on
everything from the Communist Witchhunts to the FBI and yet the author
of the original novel and the director always maintained that no grand
political metaphor was intended and it was primarily just a science
fiction story about aliens from outer space taking over human beings.

(393)
The late Dino De Laurentis (he of Flash Gordon, King Kong et al fame),
who worked with Fellini at Cinecittà Studios as a young man, had
suggested Paul Newman for the central role in La Dolce Vita but Fellini
wasn't too impressed with that idea and preferred the far less well
known Marcello Mastrioanni. Fellini felt that it would have been
somewhat incongruous and strange to have Paul Newman as a nobody gossip
columnist chasing after film stars.

(394) Kim Cattrall grew up in Canada but she was actually born in Liverpool. 

(395)
Action movies give one the impression that bullet proof vests make
someone invincible. In reality though they would only stop one or two
bullets. 

(396) When he was a young man, the James Bond producer Cubby Broccoli had a job selling coffins. 

(397) The director John McTiernan lost 25 pounds shooting Predator in Mexico because he refused to eat the local food.

(398)
Psycho was a taboo breaking film in many ways, not just for the violent
end of Marion but also the scenes of Janet Leigh and John Gavin in the
bedroom depicting their affair. This was deemed to be incredibly bold
at the time. 

(399) Geena Davis said that when turned forty it
was like 'falling off a cliff' in Hollywood. Her phone suddenly stopped
ringing.

(400) The heavyweight boxer Tommy Morrison, who starred
in Rocky V, had to retire in 1996 when he tested positive for AIDS
during a medical. Leaked medical files later suggested that he might
have had AIDS since 1989.

(401) The cultish 1981 slasher film
The Burning was the feature film debut of Jason (George in Seinfeld)
Alexander, Fisher Stevens, and Holly Hunter.

(402) Veronica Lake
was one of the most iconic stars in Hollywood history but her later
life was difficult and even tragic. She battled schizophrenia and
alcoholism and barely acted again after 1952. In the 1960s, Lake worked
as a waitress in a hotel and booze took a heavy toll on her famous
looks. She made a return to acting in the trashy bargain basement
horror film Flesh Feast in 1970. Lake appears drunk in the film and
doesn't seem to have any teeth. This was a rather sad epilogue to one
of the most famous careers in Hollywood. Lake died of acute renal
failure in 1973. The doctors and nurses at the hospital were amazed
that Veronica Lake never seemed to have any visitors. It felt like this
legendary star had been completely forgotten. Lake's ashes remained in
a funeral home for three years because no one wanted to pay any
expenses. 

(403) Eileen Dietz was the double for Linda Blair on
The Exorcist. She did the scenes which were considered too extreme for
a child actress - like for example the crucifix scene. 

(404)
Warner Brothers had to re-sign their main cast again on Harry Potter
And The Order Of The Phoenix because the principal actors were only
signed for four films at the start of the franchise. When Emma Watson's
contract came up for renewal they only persuaded her to stay by
altering her shooting schedule so that she could sit her school exams.

(405)
Mary Astor is probably best known for The Maltese Falcon. She appeared
in many films and was a great star of her era. In 1936 she became
involved in a custody case and extracts from her diary became public.
What was most shocking in the leaks was that Astor wrote about her
steamy encounters with a man referred to as G or George. This was the
married writer George S Kaufman.

(406) Steven Spielberg had to
fight the studio to get Phoebe Cates in Gremlins. The studio were
reluctant to cast Cates because she was best known at the time for
risque/raunchy teen comedies. 

(407) The reason why Cary Elwes
didn't return for the initial Saw sequels that he felt he had been
stiffed by Lionsgate Films. Despite being on a profit share deal for
Saw and the film becoming a huge hit, Elwes never actually made any
money. Elwes later patched things up with the studio and made an
appearance again later in the franchise. 

(408) The actress
Eliza Dusku said that she was sexually harassed by stunt coordinator
Joel Kramer while making the 1994 James Cameron film True Lies. Dushku
was only twelve when she appeared in this film.

(409) Hugh Grant
was arrested in Los Angeles in 1994 after police officers saw a
prostitute named Divine Brown (Estella Marie Thompson) get into his
car. The police officers said that Grant was engaged in 'lewd' conduct
with Brown when he was arrested. This was a highly embarrassing
incident for Grant because he was in Hollywood to promote his new film
New Months. In what must have been an excruciating experience for
Grant, he had to complete press obligations and appear on chat shows
after his arrest. He was fined $1,180 and had to attend an offender
education course on AIDS. 

(410) Divine Brown made the most of
her brief fame and appeared in porn films and radio interviews. She is
said to have made over a million dollars. Though very embarrassing at
the time, the incident had no great effect on Hugh Grant's career and
was forgotten fairly quickly. 

(411) The reason why Die Hard
takes place mostly at night is because Bruce Willis was still shooting
the television show Moonlighting during the day. 

(412) John
Landis was one of the background apes in Battle for the Planet of the
Apes and later claimed that special effects maestro John Chambers, who
designed the ape costumes in Planet of the Apes, was responsible for
the alleged Bigfoot film famously shot by Roger Patterson at Bluff
Creek. Chambers later debunked this myth and said he'd had nothing to
do with any Bigfoot hoax.

(413) The director of Paranormal Activity shot the film in his own house. 

(414) The actress who played ghostly student Moaning Myrtle in Harry Potter was actually 37 years old in real life.

(415)
Leni Riefenstahl, who directed the infamous Nazi propaganda films for
Hitler, was given a personal tour of the Walt Disney Studios in 1938. 

(416) Sigourney Weaver's fee for Alien Resurrection was larger than the production budget for the first Alien picture.

(417) The effect of Yul Brynner's android gunslinger having acid thrown in his face in Westworld was achieved with alka-seltzer.

(418)
Jim Kelly, martial arts star of movies like Enter the Dragon and Black
Belt Jones, was a professional tennis player once ranked number two in
California.  

(419) Roy Scheider did not want to appear in
Jaws 2 and did everything he could to get out of it. In the end
Universal said they would release Scheider from a three film studio
contract and quadruple his salary if he made the sequel. Scheider
eventually agreed. When Jaws 3 swung around, Scheider signed up to make
Blue Thunder just to make SURE that he would unavailable for any more
shark capers. Scheider was later offered a cameo in Jaws: The Revenge.
To the surprise of few he said no!

(420) Alan Rickman was
dropped from a 21 ft model onto an air bag for Hans Gruber's death
plunge in Die Hard. He was let go at the count of two rather than
three. Note the genuine look of surprise on Rickman's face. 

(421)
Daniel Radcliffe broke a lot of wands on the set of the Harry Potter
films because he would use them as drumsticks between takes. 

(422) Downtown Las Vegas was closed for five nights so that the car chase in Diamonds Are Forever could be shot. 

(423)
Sly Stallone's 1986 police action film Cobra was initially given an X
rating - which would have been box-office poison. They had to cut over
twenty minutes from the movie to get an R rating.

(424) The two Deadpool films were both banned in China for violence and sexual content. 

(425) Humphrey Bogart had to stand on a box shooting Casablanca because his co-star Ingrid Bergman was taller than him. 

(426) Silent comic Harold Lloyd lost two fingers when a prop bomb he was holding exploded. 

(427) The annual Academy Awards or Oscars were first held in 1929 at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel.

(428)
In her divorce case with Charlie Chaplin, Lita Grey accused the star of
trying to force her to have a threesome with him and another woman. 

(429) Hart Bochner improvised the "Hans, boubie..." line in Die Hard. You can see Alan Rickman slightly taken aback.

(430)
The Dark Knight Rises got a lot a complaints when it came out because
many people found Bane's muffled dialogue completely incomprehensible!

(431) Donald Pleasance shot his contribution to John Carpenter's Halloween in only five days.

(432)
When he made the cult 1999 comedy film Office Space, Mike Judge wanted
unknown actors but was told by the studio to approach Ben Affleck and
Matt Damon to see if they wanted to play the disgruntled office workers
the story revolves around. Affleck wanted $3 million to appear in the
film. As the entire budget of Office Space was $5 million this
obviously meant Affleck could not be hired. Matt Damon read the script
and decided to turn the film down. Mike Judge was secretly delighted
that Affleck and Damon were now out of the picture. It meant he could
cast the actors he wanted rather than be dictated to by the studio.

(433) Strangely enough, Pierce Brosnan is both the lightest and the heaviest person to play James Bond!

(434)
"Colonel" Tom Parker, the manager of Elvis, was later revealed to have
been a Dutchman named Andreas Cornelis van Kuijk. Parker didn't want
his true identity to come to light and this was why he would never
allow Elvis to do a world tour (despite huge demand around the globe
for such a tour). 

(435) Elvis Presley's run of cheap and
forgettable films was a consequence of a contract signed by his manager
"Colonel" Tom Parker. Elvis didn't care much for the films he was
forced to appear in. They were bland and quickly churned out. Parker
had calculated though that making all of these cheap films and
releasing soundtrack albums for them would be a good way to make big
money. In this he is generally felt to have been mistaken. Elvis would
have made more money if he had simply appeared in a few select big
studio films and negotiated a profit share deal.

(436) The
Alpine mountain complex of Blofeld in the James Bond film On Her
Majesty's Secret Service was based on the Eagle's Nest. The Eagle's
nest was built for Hitler at Obersalzberg by Martin Bormann.

(437)
Die Hard was based on Roderick Thorp's 1979 novel Nothing Lasts
Forever. Clint Eastwood actually held the movie rights to this book in
the early 1980s. 

(438) It is a very open secret that Kim
Cattrall loathes Sarah Jessica Parker. A third Sex and the City movie
was abandoned when Cattrall declined to return. The source of this feud
is speculated to stem from Parker becoming an executive producer on the
show in the second season. This producer role meant that Parker got a
pay rise. Parker's increased salary is said to have irked the other
cast members - most notably Cattrall. Another alleged source of the
feud is that during an Atlantic City location shoot for the show, Sarah
Jessica Parker rented a house for herself, Kristin Davis and Cynthia
Nixon. Kim Cattrall was left to find her own house. It is alleged then
that Cattrall felt alienated by the clique that the other three
actresses created for themselves. 

(439) The feud between Kim
Cattrall and Sarah Jessica Parker escalated in 2018, when Parker
offered condolences to Cattrall for the death of her brother. In
response, Cattrall took to Instagram, where she wrote -  'When
will that @sarahjessicaparker, that hypocrite, leave you alone?' Your
continuous reaching out is a painful reminder of how cruel you really
were then and now. Let me make this VERY clear. (If I haven’t already)
You are not my family. You are not my friend. So I’m writing to tell
you one last time to stop exploiting our tragedy in order to restore
your ‘nice girl’ persona." Parker and her co-stars were bemused by the
spite of Cattrall's response.

(440) Tommy Kirk was a child actor
in the 1960s and appeared in the Disney films Old Yeller, The Shaggy
Dog, The Swiss Family Robinson, The Misadventures of Merlin Jones. Kirk
realised he was gay and began a relationship with a boy he knew. When
Disney learned that Kirk was gay, they decided not to renew his
contract. Kirk left Disney and made some beach party movies. He then
ended up in a slew of cheapie horror films. 

(441) That vaguely
upper-crust transatlantic accent that a number of actresses in Old
Hollywood had in movies was something that was encouraged by studios.
Actresses would be given diction lessons to disguise their real
voice.  

(442) The Fox studio dropped Shirley Temple when she was twelve years-old. They already thought she was a has-been!

(443) David O. Selznick was fined $5,000 for the line “Frankly my dear, I don’t give a damn” in Gone with the Wind.

(444)
Ava Gardner, to the envy of other actors one would imagine, always had
trouble putting on weight. Studio bigwigs wanted a few curves on their
female stars so she was encouraged to gorge herself on chocolate,
cheese, and whatever she wanted. 

(445) Stage and silent
actress Martha Mansfield was already a veteran with a long CV at the
age of 24. Her career though was not destined to be a long one in
chronological terms. In 1924 she died in a horrific accident while on
the set of the film The Warrens of Virginia. Mansfield was sitting in a
car wearing her elaborate period costume when a lit match set her dress
ablaze. They pulled her from the car and extinguished the flames as
quickly as possible but the burns were so severe she died the next
morning. As ever in Hollywood the show must go on so studio executives
simply ordered the film to continue shooting. Martha Mansfield had shot
most of her scenes anyway before her bizarre death so there was no need
to recast or reshoot. 

(446) The crop circles you see in the M. Night Shyamalan film Signs were done for real and not CGI.

(447)
It was Steven Spielberg who arranged for Jan de Bont to direct the 1999
remake of The Haunting for Dreamworks. Spielberg had actually developed
this project with Stephen King at one point. Legend has it that
Spielberg demanded that his name be taken off all the promotional
material when he saw how bad the film was. 

(448) Charles Dance
said that when he attended the premiere of Godzilla: King of the
Monsters (in which Dance plays a villain) he fell asleep during the
film!

(449) After his death, Alan Rickman's diaries were
eventually arranged to be published. His comments about the Harry
Potter franchise were often very frank. Rickman didn't seem to think
Daniel Radcliffe was much of an actor, was critical of Emma Watson's
diction, and seemed to think the Harry Potter director David Yates was
a hack. Rickman thought the first film in the franchise was atrocious
and called John Williams' score 'hideous'. Rickman said in his diaries
that he had tried to get out of his Harry Potter contract a couple of
times but they always kept insisting that he had to come back. 

(450)
Shirley Temple said that when she became a teenager and got rid of her
curls, Hollywood bigwigs made her pin her ears back.

(451) For some reason Hellbound: Hellraiser II was banned in the Australian state of Queensland for quite a while. 

(452)
The refrigerated bedroom set on The Exorcist was cooled with four air
conditioners and temperatures would plunge to around 30 to 40 below
zero.

(453) Frank Darabont originally wanted his adaption of Stephen King's The Mist to be a black and white film. 

(454)
Ever notice how in old films and TV shows a married couple sleep in
separate beds? This is because productions were banned from showing two
people in the same bed. Nudity, even in silhouette, was also banned.
 
(455)
In one of his memoirs, the actor David Niven said that Errol Flynn
liked to park his car outside of high schools so that he could sit and
watch schoolgirls. 

(456) Vertigo star Kim Novak said she was
once at a Hollywood party and woke up in the morning naked with no
memory of what happened the night before. She believes that someone
spiked her drink. 

(457) Jean Harlow's diet was so strict that she would only eat raw tomatoes for lunch and dinner. 

(458)
The post-apocalyptic feel of Escape from New York was aided by shooting
the film in parts of St Louis which were ravaged by fires in the
seventies.

(459) Use of amphetamines was rife in Old Hollywood because of the long hours that had to be worked. 

(460) Audrey Hepburn trained to be a dental assistant before she became famous. 

(461)
Believe it or not, Adolf Hitler was said to be a big fan of Laurel
& Hardy. It has also been claimed that Hitler was a fan of the Marx
Brothers. This would be darkly ironic as they were proudly Jewish. 

(462)
Buddy Ebsen was originally cast as the Tin Man in The Wizard of Oz but
the aluminium dust costume made him ill and he had to drop out and go
to hospital. 

(463) Veronica Lake was only 4'11 tall. Studio bios would pretend she was 5'3.  

(464) Marlene Dietrich insured her vocal chords for more than $1 million.

(465) The original Hollywood sign read Hollywoodland. It required 4000 light bulbs to illuminate it at night. 

(466)
In 1975, a ten year-old Brooke Shields was booked by her mother to have
some photographs taken by New York City photographer Garry Gross.
Brooke Shields' mother was paid $450 for her daughter's photography
session. The controversy came when some of the photographs featured a
partially naked Brooke Shields. When she was seventeen, Brooke Shields
took legal action to try and block Gary Gross from marketing or selling
the photographs taken of her when she was ten. Surprisingly though, the
legal action was not successful. The judge ruled that Gross could
continue to sell the photographs so long as he didn't sell them to
'pornographic magazines or publications whose appeal is of a
predominately prurient nature.'

(467) Ashleigh Aston Moore
appeared in the 1995 film Now and Then when she was fourteen - for
which she won a YTV Achievement Award. She had been acting since she
was eleven and had also appeared in TV shows like Northern Exposure.
Her last credit was an episode of Touched By An Angel in 1997. After
that she drifted out of acting and vanished into obscurity. In 2007 she
died of a heroin overdose at the age of 26. It seems that Moore, like a
number of child stars who have fallen on hard times, tried to use drugs
to fill the hole left by the loss of fame and an acting career.

(468)
Martin Weiss was a Hollywood manager who both Disney and Nickelodeon
used to find kids for their shows. Weiss was convicted of sexually
abusing client Evan Henzi over thirty times when Henzi was only eleven
and twelve years-old. Weiss entered a no-contest plea to two counts of
committing lewd acts on a child under the age of 14. 

(469)
Shirley Temple later became a diplomat and, all things considered,
seemed remarkably well adjusted given the incredible early experiences
she had endured. 

(470) Before he became famous, Tim Allen
spent time in prison for dealing drugs. He was arrested for possession
of nearly a pound-and-a-half of cocaine at the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek
International airport in Michigan in 1978. Allen spent 28 months in
prison. He could have got a life sentence but managed to avoid this by
revealing the names of other drug offenders he was involved with. Allen
has always been honest about his past mistakes and the drugs bust never
really harmed his career. 

(471) In 2015, in an incident
forever known as DONUTGATE, Ariana Grande was caught on camera licking
some donuts in a California bakery and then putting them back on the
shelf. Wikileaks documents revealed that the donut licking incident
cost Ariana Grande a chance to perform for President Obama at the White
House. 

(472) In the early 1980s, two different business
consortiums were interested in buying the Aladdin Hotel & Casino in
Las Vegas. One group was led by the chat show host Johnny Carson and
the other by the entertainer Wayne Newton. Carson's group decided to
pull out of the deal and this allowed Newton's group to successfully
aquire the casino. It apparently though rankled Carson a great deal
that people thought that Newton had outsmarted him (which wasn't the
case at all) and so Carson began to make Newton a figure of fun on his
chat show and crack a number of jokes about the effeminate nature of
the entertainer. This infuriated Newton so much that he confronted
Carson and threatened to beat him up. As a consequence of this, jokes
about Newton were dropped from Carson's show. 

(473) Reese
Witherspoon was arrested in 2013 after launching a furious tirade at
police who had arrested her husband for drink driving. Witherspoon kept
telling the police officers she was famous. 

(474) Veronica
Cartwright played Lambert in the classic Ridley Scott sci-fi horror
film Alien. However, Cartwright said she turned up to shoot the film
under the impression that she was playing Ripley (the role that made
Sigourney Weaver a star). Veronica Cartwright was furious to find
herself relegated to the role of Lambert and made no attempt to hide
her displeasure. She believes that most of Lambert's scenes in the
theatrical cut of Alien were deliberately left on the cutting room
floor as a punishment for her griping.

(475) While making the
classic film Chinatown, lead actress Faye Dunaway and director Roman
Polanski quickly grew to loathe one another and argue. Polanski refused
to give Dunaway any direction and simply told her to say the words in
the script. The feud reached its apex when Dunaway peed in a cup and
threw it at Polanski. 

(476) Arnold Schwarzenegger has a love
child named Joseph Baena as a result of an affair with his former
housekeeper Mildred Baena. Joseph looks remarkably like his famous
father. Arnold had to tell his wife about the affair during the time
that he left acting for politics. 

(477) In an interview, Tatum O'Neil said that Bruce Willis was the worst person she had ever worked with.

(478)
When they were shooting the Bond film The Spy Who Loved Me in Egypt,
the Egyptian government assigned an official to the production whose
job it was to make that nothing in the movie or script was at all
derogatory about Egypt. Bond's wisecrack in the film about "Egyptian
builders" was therefore dubbed in much later in the safety of Pinewood
Studios thousands of miles away. 

(479) Jill St John and Lana
Wood play Bond girls in Diamonds Are Forever. There was a strange
connection between these women some years later. Jill St John later
married Robert Wagner. Wagner used to be married to Lana's sister
Natalie Wood. Natalie Wood drowned in 1981 while on a yacht with Robert
Wagner and Lana has always suspected foul play in her sister's death.
There is another bizarre Bond connection to this story because the
third person on the yacht that tragic night was Christopher
Walken.  

(480) Commando and Beverly Hills Cop both used the same house for their action climax. 

(481)
From Russia with Love was chosen as the follow-up to 1962's Dr No after
President Kennedy had named the book as one of his favourites.

(482)
Bruce Willis briefly worked as a private investigator before he was
famous. This was ironic because it was playing a private investigator
in Moonlighting which later made him famous. 

(483) Natalie Wood's real name was Natalia Nikolaevna Zakharenko. 

(484) Virginia Madsen, the star of the bee themed horror classic Candyman, is allergic to bees in real life.

(485)
Tobe Hooper was the director of the classic 1982 horror film
Poltergeist. This film was written and produced by Steven Spielberg and
stories persist that he secretly directed most of it. Spielberg was
prepping E.T at the time and his studio contract forbode him from
directing another film. This is why he asked Texas Chainsaw Massacre
director Tobe Hooper to direct his Poltergeist script. Spielberg was on
the set of Poltergeist a lot and later seemed to suggest he had made
all the major decisions because Tobe Hopper wasn't a 'take charge' sort
of person. Spielberg later had to apologise to Hooper in The Hollywood
Reporter for suggesting that he (Spielberg) had made the film himself.

(486)
The stories that Spielberg secretly directed Poltergeist stem a lot by
comments by Zelda Rubenstein - one of the stars of the film. Rubenstein
said that Spielberg had directed all the scenes she took part in.
Rubenstein also said that Hooper was out of his head on drugs during
her time on the set. Other actors in the cast have disputed
Rubenstein's account and defended Tobe Hooper. Whatever the actual
truth, Poltergeist feels an awful lot like a Steven Spielberg film at
times. If any film feels like Dark Amblin it is surely Poltergeist.

(487)
One of the extras at Felix Leiter's wedding in Licence To Kill was a
woman named Sandi Sentell. Sentell had won a competition to appear in a
Bond film. 

(488) Chuck Wepner was a heavyweight boxer in the
sixties and seventies. Wepner was what you might call a fringe
contender or a journeyman. He was tough but a notch below the best in
the division. In 1975, Wepner was an unlikely challenger to world
heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali and lasted to the 15th round. Wepner
even had a small moment of glory when he stepped on Ali's foot and the
resulting tumble was mistakenly scored as a knockdown for Wepner. One
person who watched the Ali-Wepner fight was a struggling young actor
named Sylvester Stallone. The sight of this overmatched plucky white
clubfighter fighting Muhammad Ali inspired Stallone to write Rocky.
Stallone also promised Wepner that he would give him a break in
Hollywood and cast him in one of his films. Wepner auditioned for a
part in Rocky II but was not given the part. 

Wepner had
further cause for complaint when Rocky III featured Stallone fighting
Hulk Hogan (as Thunderlips) in a boxer v wrestler contest. In 1976,
Wepner had participated in a boxer v wrestler clash against André the
Giant and even been thrown out of the ring (which Thunderlips also does
to Rocky Balboa in Rocky III). Years later, Wepner learned that
Stallone was shooting Copland in New Jersey near where he lived and was
infuriated that Stallone had not got in touch or found a small part in
the film for him. Over the decades since Rocky came out, Wepner has
attempted various legal actions which seek to claim that Rocky was
based on his own life and that he was never given any credit for this.
Stallone has never though confirmed that Rocky was based on Chuck
Wepner - although clearly it was. 

(489) Muhammad Ali asked for
his star on the Hollywood walk of fame to be placed to the side because
he didn't like the thought of people walking over his name. 

(490)
Jeffrey Jones is a familiar face on the big screen. He has appeared in
films like Ferris Bueller's Day Off, Amadeus, Sleepy Hollow, The Hunt
for Red October, and Beetlejuice. In 2002 he was arrested for taking
nude photographs of a teenage boy and also for possession of child
pornography. The boy was 14 when Jones first photographed him. The
punishment was five years' probation and counseling. Jones also became
a registered sex offender. When he tried to return to work on the 2007
film Who's Your Caddy?, local people in South Carolina where the film
was shot complained that the status of Jones as a sex offender was not
communicated to the famalies who visited the set. 

(491)
Winston Groom wrote the novel Forrest Gump - which became a blockbuster
film in 1994. The film made nearly $700 million but while the lead
actor Tom Hanks ended up with $60 million, Groom ended up with a paltry
£300,000. This left such a bad taste that Groom never did a deal to
allow Hollywood to film his Forest Gump sequel novel.

(492) Charlie Chaplin claimed to have slept with 2,000 women. 

(493) John Leguizamo said his role in Die Hard 2 was scaled down when they noticed how short he was!

(494) The creatures in Gremlins were animatronic puppets that cost between $50,000 and $65,000 apiece.

(495)
Rupert Grint said that on the Harry Potter movies he and Emma Watson
had casts and moulds made of their buttocks so that the broomstick
seats in the films were the right size for them and more comfortable to
sit on. 

(496) George Lucas only wrote Star Wars because he couldn't get the rights to Flash Gordon. 

(497)
Mr T was working as a bodyguard to former world heavyweight boxing
champion Leon Spinks when he was chosen to play Clubber Lang in Rocky
III.

(498) The 'Seven Potters' scene in the Harry Potter film
series required ninety takes to get right because it was so complicated.

(499) The Texas Chainsaw Massacre features a real skeleton in one of the scenes. 

(500)
Sean Connery decided to quit James Bond when a Japanese fan followed
him into the toilet to ask for an autograph during the production of
You Only Live Twice. 

(501) When plans went ahead to make First
Blood in the early eighties, Al Pacino, Michael Douglas and James
Garner all turned down the part of Rambo before it was offered to
Stallone. The director Ted Kotcheff had wanted James Woods to play
Rambo. 

(502) Sidney Poitier was born in Miami and grew up in
the Bahamas. He moved to New York when he was sixteen and worked as a
dishwasher before he became an actor. 

(503) The original title
for Child's Play was Batteries Not Included. They had to alter this
plan when they learned that Steven Spielberg was actually producing a
film with that same title. 

(504) Tippi Hedren claimed that the
scene in The Birds where her character is besieged by crazed birds was
shot for days by Hitchcock and he deliberately got glass on her face as
revenge for spurning his advances.

(505) Orphan is a 2009
psychological horror film directed by Jaume Collet-Serra and written by
David Leslie Johnson from a story by Alex Mace. The premise concerns a
couple who, after the death of their unborn child, adopt a mysterious
nine year-old girl from Russia. The film drew mixed reviews and was a
moderate hit - making $78 million from a $20 million budget. The plot
of the film was felt by many critics to be far-fetched but it was
actually based on a real life event in the Czech Republic which is
generally known as the Kurim case in true crime circles. 

(506)
Shirley Temple began her career in Baby Burlesks. These were pre-code
films made in the years before Hollywood had established a moral
censorship code for productions to abide by. Baby Burlesks were
essentially film pastiches in which the cast are all children but
dressed up as adults (sort of like Bugsy Malone). These short films are
troubling today and quite bizarre. In one of the shorts Shirley Temple
plainly appears to be playing a prostitute and the African-American
kids were sometimes dressed up as natives from the jungle. 

(507)
In the last years in the life of Groucho Marx, a much younger Canadian
woman named Erin Fleming became his secretary and moved into his
Hollywood home. Fleming, who was a failed actress, clearly saw Groucho
as her meal ticket and more or less became his manager. She got him
back on the stage, created Groucho merchandise, and acquired some
Hollywood friends for herself. She even appeared on chat shows with
Groucho. However, Fleming also did her best to turn Groucho against his
family and had designs on the inheritance of Groucho's estate. Fleming
was a mentally unstable woman who used drugs in the house, would swim
naked in view of Groucho's staff, and was even abusive to the elderly
Groucho on occasion. Groucho Marx died in 1977 and a legal battle
between Fleming and Groucho's son Arthur Marx over the estate began.
Fleming ended up with nothing and gave a frazzled and eccentric
performance in court. She was also ordered to pay back $400,000 she had
embezzled from Groucho. Fleming was later diagnosed paranoid
schizophrenic. After the court case, she was in and out of institutions
and even had a spell on the streets as a homeless person. She committed
suicide in 2003 at the age of 61.  

(508) Phoebe Cates'
famous speech in Gremlins about why she hates Christmas was not liked
by either the studio or the producer Steven Spielberg but Joe Dante
fought his corner and kept it in the film.

(509) Robert Crumb, a
nerdy and eccentric figure with a porkpie hat and thick glasses, became
famous in the sixties for his LSD inspired comic art and is best known
for creating a character called Fritz the Cat and a Janis Joplin album
cover. Crumb eventually hated Fritz the Cat so much because of the film
version by Ralph Bakshi he killed him off by having a female ostrich
stab him to death with an icepick. 

(510) Sigourney Weaver was
told that she wouldn't get her royalties on Ghostbusters because the
film hadn't gone into profit. This was a remarkable claim considering
the film was one of the biggest hits of 1984! Weaver threatened legal
action and was placated by the promise of a bigger financial deal for
Ghostbusters II.

(511) The film director Roman Polanski is an
infamous and controversial figure because of an incident that happened
in 1977 when he was 43 years-old. Polanski took a thirteen year-old
aspiring model named Samantha Gailey to a house in Hollywood and gave
her a quaalude. He then had sex with Gailey despite her protests and
told her afterwards not to say anything about their encounter. Gailey
told her mother though and Polanski was arrested. As part of a
plea-bargain to protect Gailey from a public trial, Polanksi's charges
were dropped except for statutory rape. In 1978, before the case had
been decided, Polanski fled from the United States and went to Europe -
eventually ending up in France. Polanski has not returned to the United
States since 1978 for good reason. He would be arrested if he ever set
foot on American soil again. There is still an international arrest
warrant out on Polanski and he was once detained in Switzerland but it
seems that he has largely got away with his crimes. The strange thing
about Polanski is that he has continued to make many films in Europe
with some of the biggest stars in Hollywood. For some reason, cancel
culture never seemed to target Roman Polanski. 
 
(512) The
director Billy Wilder found the unreliability and persistent lateness
of Marilyn Monroe so annoying and unprofessional that when Some Like It
Hot finished shooting he didn't bother to invite Monroe to the wrap
party.

(513) The 1984 film Red Dawn got in the Guinness Book of
Records for having the most 'acts of violence' in any movie at the
time. 

(514) Eli Roth said he got the idea for Hostel from
reading stories about the 'dark web' (where it is claimed you can do
all sorts of alarming things - like arrange for someone to be killed). 

(515)
Linda Blair was never really able to turn her role in The Exorcist into
a credible acting career. After a couple of fairly well received
television movies she slid into more television movies, low-budget
horror, and comedies. She also seemed to be frequently cast in trashy
'women in prison' movies. She was never really in a big movie again
after The Exorcist II - although the 1980 film Roller Boogie was quite
popular in its day. Blair wasn't the most talented or natural actress
and so once she aged out of 'cute teenager' roles her career was more
or less over. 

(516) John Larroquette, who supplies the opening
narration to The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, said years later that he'd
never watched the film and never got paid for his contribution to it.

(517)
Steven Seagal was the fight choreographer on Never Say Never Again. He
broke Sean Connery's wrist when they were training for a fight scene. 

(518) Roger Moore never drove Bond's trademark Aston Martin in any of his 007 films.

(519) Commando was originally conceived as a vehicle for the singer Gene Simmons. 

(520) The Bond producers originally wanted Orson Welles to play Auric Goldfinger but he was too expensive.

(521)
Under the old Hollywood Hays Code there were all number of regulations
as to what could be put in a film. Kissing scenes, for example, were
not permitted to last for more than three seconds and could not be
'lustful'. 

(522) Winona Ryder spent part of her childhood in a commune that had no electricity. 

(523)
Harvey Weinstein is thankfully behind bars at last. The powerful
Hollywood producer abused his power with sexual assaults on dozens of
famous women in the film industry. The shocking thing about the
Weinstein case is that he got away with it for so long. The list of
women who Weinstein abused is long and extensive. Asia Argento said
that Weinstein raped her in New York when she was 21. Argento said that
did not struggle because she was feaful that her career might be ruined
if she resisted. Gwyneth Paltrow said that when she was 22 she was
asked to meet Weinstein in his hotel room and fled in terror when he
asked for a massage.

(524) Rosanna Arquette said that after Pulp
Fiction she went to Harvey Weinstein's hotel room to pick up a script
and he appeared in a towel and tried to put her hand on his groin. She
spurned his advances and believes that her career suffered as a result.
Heather Graham said that Weinstein told her she would have to sleep
with him to get a part in a film. She declined to do this and didn't
get the part. Mia Sorvino, Eva Green, Cara Delevingne and Léa Seydoux
all said that they had to fight off Weinstein after he made unsolicited
sexual advances. 

(525) Daryl Hannah said Harvey Weinstein was
a nightmare when she made Kill Bill and kept trying to get into her
hotel room and grope her breasts. Ashley Judd said that when she was
twenty years-old, she was asked to go to Weinstein's hotel room where
he tried to get her to watch him taking a shower. Annabella Sciorra
said that Weinstein raped and sexually harassed her. Salma Hayek said
that Weinstein once threatened to have her killed when she rejected his
sexual advances.

(526) When she was a young actress in the
1990s, Angelina Jolie said she had to fight off Harvey Weinstein in a
hotel room. She vowed never to work with him again and never did.

(527)
Lupita Nyong’o said that Harvey Weinstein repeatedly told her that he
could advance her career if she had sex with him. Lena Headey,
Katherine Kendall, and Claire Forlani are among many, many others who
have also spoken about frightening encounters with Weinstein. 

(528)
Harvey Weinstein would ask aspiring actresses to come to his hotel room
to discuss a part and - of course - when they got there it would simply
be Weinstein alone. He would often appear with just a towel on and
pretend he had just got out of the shower. 

(529) Billy Bob
Thornton left his girlfriend Laura Dern to marry Angelina Jolie after
he starred with Jolie in the film Pushing Tin. Jolie struck again years
later when she stole Brad Pitt from his wife Jennifer Anniston after
they met making the film Mr & Mrs Smith. 

(530) It is quite
rare for an actor from the world of porn to make the 'crossover' and
become a successful Hollywood actor. One person who did manage to do
this was Traci Lords. Lords appeared in hundreds of porn films as a
teenager but forged a new career as a 'straight' actor and won parts in
high profile shows and films like Gilmore Girls, Roseanne, Married...
With Children, Melrose Place, Tales from the Crypt, Will & Grace,
Blade, Serial Mom, Zack and Miri Make a Porno, and Cry Baby.

(531)
David Cronenberg cast porn star Marilyn Chambers in his horror film
Rabid but it did not lead to a mainstream career for Chambers.
Chambers, who desperately wanted to be a mainstream actress, said she
met Jack Nicholson to discuss a part in Goin' South (a comedy western
Nicholson was directing) but that Nicholson simply asked her if she had
any cocaine and kept grilling her for information about her porn career.

(532)
Thandie Newton was in contention to be one of the 'Angels' in the 2000
film Charlie's Angels but lost interest when she found the director McG
unbelievably crude during the audition. "The director said to me, ‘I
can’t wait for this. The first shot is going to be…You’re going to
think it’s like yellow lines down a road, and you pull back and you
realize it’s the stitching, because the denim is so tight on your ass
it’s going to look like tarmac.’ I was like, ‘Oh, I don’t think we’re
going to go down this road together.'"

(533) Little House on the
Prairie star Melissa Gilbert said that when she auditioned to be in the
Oliver Stone film The Doors in the early 1990s, she fled the audition
in tears after Stone wrote a humiliating sex scene for her to play as
part of the audition. Gilbert accused Stone of sexual misconduct and
said he was exploiting actresses as part of the audition process. 

(534)
The late Stan Lee experienced what is known as 'Hollywood Accounting'.
He had a contract that entitled him to a share of the profits from
2002's Spider-Man but Sony (ludicrously) tried to get out of paying him
by claiming the film didn't make a profit.

(535) Jack Nicholson said that on average, at the height of his fame, he spent about four days a week completely high.

(536) Eight people died in a helicopter crash on the set of Braddock: Missing in Action III.

(537) Tom Cruise once sued a French magazine which ran a story about him having an affair with a man. 

(538)
Julianna Margulies said she fled from an audition with Steven Seagal
when she was 23. Margulies said that when she turned up for her
audition, alarm bells began to ring when she deduced that Seagal was
the only person there. 

(539) Steven Spielberg is famously mild
mannered but one person who did visibly irritate him was Julia Roberts
when she starred in his Peter Pan film Hook. At the time, Roberts had
just cancelled her wedding to Kiefer Sutherland and moved in with
Sutherland's best friend Jason Patric. It would be fair to say that
Roberts was rather frazzled by all the turmoil in her private life.
Roberts kept turning up to the set of Hook late and at one point
irritated Spielberg no end when she called Action! (which is for the
director to say - NOT the actor) on a take before he was ready. When he
did a television interview for Hook, a brutally honest Spielberg simply
said "no" when asked if he would like to work with Julia Roberts again.

(540)
In 2018, Warner Brothers severed their deal with the film director
Brett Ratner because of sexual misconduct allegations against him. The
actresses Natasha Henstridge and Olivia Munn both said that Ratner
indecently exposed himself to them. Another actress, Katharine Towne,
said she was left shaken after Ratner made agressive and unsolicited
sexual advances towards her. Jaime Ray Newman, another actress, said
she sat next to Ratner on a plane once and he was crude and obnoxious
and showed her pornographic pictures. Eri Sasaki, who was 21 when she
appeared as a bikini clad extra in Rush Hour 2, said that Ratner
touched her without consent and implied that he would make her famous
if she slept with him. 

(541) Max Landis is the son of the
famous film director John Landis. Max Landis had carved out a very
promising career as a writer in Hollywood. He wrote Chronicle, American
Ultra, Victor Frankenstein, and Bright. He also wrote comic books and
has directed and produced. A colourful motormouth sort of character,
Landis was also a popular guest to interview. However, his career was
brought to a juddering halt in the wake of the Weinstein scandal when a
number of women came forward to make sexual abuse allegations against
him. Anna Akana, a co-worker of Landis, accused him of sexual assault
and called Landis a psychopath who sexually abused and assaulted women.
MAD Magazine editor Allie Goertz said that Landis was notorious for
being a sleazeball and Landis' former girlfriend Whitney Moore said he
subjected her to horrific abuse. Eight women eventually came forward to
acuse Landis of sexual abuse. Zoe Quinn, a video game developer, wrote
on Twitter 'Sometimes men who commit sexual assault are talented
screenwriters and their work comes with baggage. other times, they’re
Max Landis. I’m SO glad people are finding out what a piece of s*** he
is.' Many of the women said Max Landis was violent and described
incidents where he would choke them.

(542) In 1987, Marlee
Matlin won an Oscar for Best actress. She was the first deaf actress to
win an Oscar. The award was for her performance in the film Children of
a Lesser God - which also starred her real life partner at the time
William Hurt. In her memoir years later, Matlin said that after the
Oscars ceremony a jealous Hurt screamed abuse at her and said she
didn't deserve the award.

(543) Before he was an actor, Bruce Willis worked as a security guard at a nuclear power plant. 

(544)
Paul Verhoeven drew on Nazi propaganda films in Starship Troopers. The
young infantry recruits are clearly brainwashed cannon fodder for a
fascist regime. 

(545) Legend has it that Bond producer Harry
Saltzman didn't like Shirley Bassey's Goldfinger song. Harry was
apparently quite famous for having a tin ear when it came to music. 

(546)
The first posters for Die Hard didn't feature Bruce Willis. He wasn't a
big star at the time and it was felt his presence might be negative for
the promotion.

(547) Stan Laurel's real name was Arthur Jefferson.
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