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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Milena Markovna "Mila" Kunis () (born August 14, 1983) is an American actress. In 1991, at the age of seven, she moved from Ukraine to Los Angeles with her family. After being enrolled in acting classes as an after-school activity, she was soon discovered by an agent. She appeared in several television series and commercials, before acquiring her first significant role prior to her 15th birthday, playing Jackie Burkhart on the television series That '70s Show. Since 1999, she has voiced Meg Griffin on the animated series Family Guy. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 324 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Jennifer Shrader Lawrence (born August 15, 1990) is an American actress. Since 2015, Lawrence has been the highest-paid actress in the world, and her films have grossed over $5.5 billion worldwide. She appeared in Time's 100 most influential people in the world in 2013 and Forbes Celebrity 100 the following year and in 2016. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 864 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Blake Lively (born Blake Ellender Brown; August 25, 1987) is an American actress. She is best known for her role as Serena van der Woodsen in the CW drama series Gossip Girl (2007–12). Lively has also starred in such films as The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (2005), Accepted (2006), The Private Lives of Pippa Lee (2009), The Town (2010), Green Lantern (2011), Savages (2012), The Age of Adaline (2015), and The Shallows (2016). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 140 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Lisa Olivia Munn (born July 3, 1980) is an American actress and model. She was credited as Lisa Munn in her early career, but since 2006, she has used the name Olivia Munn. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 146 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Amber Laura Heard (born April 22, 1986) is an American actress. She made her film debut in 2004 in the sports drama Friday Night Lights. After small roles in North Country and Alpha Dog, Heard played her first leading role in All the Boys Love Mandy Lane (2006) and appeared in The CW television show Hidden Palms (2007). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 156 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Chloë Grace Moretz






Chloë Grace Moretz (/mar'ets /[image: External link];[1] born February 10, 1997)[2] is an American actress and model. She began her acting career in 2004 at the age of seven, and received her first award nomination the following year for The Amityville Horror. Her other film credits include (500) Days of Summer, The Poker House, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Kick-Ass and Kick-Ass 2, Let Me In, Hugo, Dark Shadows, Carrie, If I Stay, The Equalizer, and The 5th Wave. Moretz provided the voice of Hit-Girl for Kick-Ass: The Game and Emily Kaldwin in Dishonored. Her stage work includes her performance in the off-Broadway production of The Library at The Public Theater in 2014.

Her modeling career has included cover and feature shoots for publications such as Vogue, Marie Claire and Elle.



TOP
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 Early life




Moretz was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and raised in Cartersville, Georgia.[3] Her mother, Teri (née Duke; born September 7, 1961),[4] is a nurse, and her father, McCoy Lee Moretz (born May 29, 1957),[5] is a plastic surgeon.[6][7] She has four older brothers: Brandon, Trevor, Colin, and Ethan.[8] She has described her family as "very Christian".[9] She moved to New York City in 2002 with her mother and brother Trevor, because she had been accepted into the Professional Performing Arts School, which is what first drew her interest in acting. Moretz would help Trevor read lines,[10] and he taught her some acting techniques that he learned in school. When Moretz realized how much she enjoyed acting, the family decided to attend some auditions to see if she could apply her skills professionally.[11]
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 Acting




Moretz's first acting role in Hollywood was as Violet in two episodes of the CBS series The Guardian, and her first film role was as Molly in Heart of the Beholder. It was not until her second big-screen acting role, in the 2005 remake of The Amityville Horror, that she earned greater recognition, receiving a Young Artist Award nomination.[12] After Amityville, Moretz received several guest-starring roles on TV, as well as a small role in Big Momma's House 2. Her recurring TV characters include Kiki George in Dirty Sexy Money and Sherri Maltby in Desperate Housewives. Moretz also voiced the U.S. version of the animated character Darby in My Friends Tigger & Pooh. Moretz also co-starred as Cammie, an abused child, in The Poker House.[13]

In 2010, Moretz appeared as Hit-Girl in director Matthew Vaughn's action film Kick-Ass, based on the comic book series of the same name by Mark Millar and John Romita, Jr. Moretz trained with Jackie Chan[image: External link]'s stunt crew for three months prior to filming and did most of her own stunts while filming on location.[14] Because of her youth, there was controversy about her role in the violent film. She received widespread critical acclaim for her performance. Roger Ebert gave the film only one star,[15] but wrote about Moretz: "Say what you will about her character, but Chloë Grace Moretz has presence and appeal." That same year, she played Abby, a 12-year-old vampire, in Let Me In (2010),[16] the U.K./U.S. remake of the Swedish film Let the Right One In.[17] In November 2010, at age 13, Moretz was called "the busiest actress in Hollywood".[18]

Moretz played Ann Sliger in the 2011 crime thriller Texas Killing Fields.[19] That same year, she played Isabelle in Martin Scorsese's Hugo, a 3-D film adaptation of The Invention of Hugo Cabret,[20] which was nominated for 11 Oscars. It co-starred Asa Butterfield, Ben Kingsley, Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link] and Helen McCrory. Moretz starred in Hick, an adaptation of the novel by Andrea Portes.[21] She appeared in the 2012 Tim Burton[image: External link] film Dark Shadows, a remake of the popular soap opera, playing the role of Carolyn Stoddard,[22][23] a rebellious teenage daughter.

In 2013, she reprised her role as Hit-Girl in the sequel Kick-Ass 2.[24] The same year, she appeared in a short segment in the film Movie 43[25] and played the title character in a remake of the Stephen King-based film, Carrie, directed by Kimberly Peirce.[26]

Moretz also has done voice work for video games. She reprised her role as Hit-Girl for Kick-Ass: The Game, and played young Lady Emily in Dishonored.[27] When asked in October 2012 why she tends to gravitate towards playing darker, troubled characters, Moretz responded that she has such a happy family life, and finds it challenging to play characters who are significantly different.[28] From March 25 through April 27, 2014, Moretz made her Off-Broadway debut in The Library, directed by Steven Soderbergh.[29][30]

Moretz played the protagonist, Mia, in the adaptation of Gayle Forman's If I Stay (2014). The story follows a 17-year-old classical musician as she deals with the aftermath of a catastrophic car accident involving her family and has an out-of-body experience.[31] Critical response to the film was mixed; a 35% positive rating based on 122 reviews and an average rating of 5/10 garnered by Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] was accompanied by a critics' consensus praising Moretz for giving the performance "her all".[32] Moretz subsequently starred as Cassie Sullivan in The 5th Wave, an adaptation of the best-selling novel by Rick Yancey. The film was released in January 2016.[33] Hannah Minghella of Sony Pictures said Moretz "embodies the heart, strength and determination that make Cassie such a compelling character."[34]

Moretz co-starred with Zac Efron and Seth Rogen in the film Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising, the 2016 sequel to Neighbors.[35] In July 2015, she completed filming the crime drama November Criminals. Her upcoming roles include Brain on Fire, based on the memoir by Susannah Cahalan. Moretz replaced Dakota Fanning[image: External link], who was committed to another project.[36]

In November 2015, Moretz was attached to Shane Carruth's third film, The Modern Ocean. The ensemble cast includes Asa Butterfield, Anne Hathaway, Daniel Radcliffe and Keanu Reeves.[37] Also in November, Moretz was announced as the star of Universal Studios' live action version of Hans Christian Andersen's The Little Mermaid, to be written by Richard Curtis.[38]

In April 2016, Moretz was chosen to serve as one of three members of the Narrative Short Film Competition[image: External link] jury for the Tribeca Film Festival, alongside Mike Birbiglia and Sheila Nevins.[39] In September 2016, after working back-to-back on November Criminals and Brain on Fire, Moretz announced that she was dropping out of all her future film projects. "I want to reassess who I am and find myself within my roles again. I’m realizing that I can slow down." She will focus instead on producing, including two television projects.[40]
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 Modelling career




Moretz has starred in numerous photo shoots, including editorials, features and covers, for magazines including Flaunt, Vogue, Teen Vogue, Jalouse, Marie Claire, Interview, Elle, Love Magazine, Crash Magazine, InStyle and many others. She has also been invited to various haute couture events, such as Dior Spring / Summer 2013 at Paris Fashion Week. Max Mara's signature in 2012 granted her the "Max Mara Face of the Future" award.[41] In 2012, Moretz also became the face of American youth clothing retailer Aéropostale, appearing at various events, videos and reports.[42] In February 2013, Elle magazine awarded her with the "Next Future Icon Award" at the "Elle Style Awards" gala held in London.[43]
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 Personal life




Moretz lives in Studio City, Los Angeles.[44][45] Her brother Brandon serves as her business manager;[46] her brother Trevor has been her acting coach since 2010, and accompanies her on trips and press dates when her parents are unable to attend.[47] In order to maintain a clear separation between her professional and personal life, Moretz does not invite her friends to film sets or premieres; she says it is easier for her to focus on work, and to relax with her friends when not working.[11]

Moretz has publicly supported LGBT equality rights.[48][a] She considers herself a feminist, and has turned down film characters who are overtly sexualized. She took on the role of a teenage prostitute in the 2014 film The Equalizer because her character "felt so real", rather than a mere "plot device".[49] In October 2014, Moretz was named one of the 25 Most Influential Teens of the year by Time magazine.[50]

On May 11, 2016, Moretz revealed on The Late Late Show with James Corden that she was in a relationship with Brooklyn Beckham, the son of retired professional footballer David Beckham and fashion designer and former Spice Girls member Victoria Beckham.[51]
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 Filmography






	Film



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	Heart of the Beholder
	Molly
	



	2005
	The Amityville Horror
	Chelsea Lutz
	



	2005
	Today You Die
	St. Thomas Hospital Girl
	



	2006
	Big Momma's House 2
	Carrie Fuller
	



	2006
	Room 6
	Melissa Norman
	



	2006
	Wicked Little Things
	Emma Tunny
	



	2007
	Super Sleuth Christmas Movie
	Darby (voice)
	



	2007
	Hallowed Ground
	Sabrina
	



	2008
	Third Nail, TheThe Third Nail
	Hailey
	



	2008
	Eye, TheThe Eye
	Alicia
	



	2008
	Poker House, TheThe Poker House
	Cammie
	



	2008
	Bolt
	Young Penny (voice)
	



	2009
	(500) Days of Summer
	Rachel Hansen
	



	2009
	Not Forgotten
	Toby Bishop
	



	2009
	Tigger & Pooh and a Musical Too
	Darby (voice)
	



	2010
	Jack and the Beanstalk
	Jillian
	



	2010
	Super Duper Super Sleuths
	Darby (voice)
	



	2010
	Diary of a Wimpy Kid
	Angie Steadman
	



	2010
	Kick-Ass
	Mindy McCready / Hit-Girl
	



	2010
	Let Me In
	Abby[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Our Deal
	Veronica
	Short film



	2011
	Hick
	Luli McMullen
	



	2011
	Texas Killing Fields
	Little Ann Sliger
	



	2011
	Hugo
	Isabelle
	



	2011
	Scary Girl
	Enid Krysinski
	Short film



	2012
	Dark Shadows
	Carolyn Stoddard
	



	2013
	Movie 43
	Amanda
	Segment: "Middleschool Date"



	2013
	Kick-Ass 2
	Mindy McCready / Hit-Girl
	



	2013
	Carrie
	Carrie White
	



	2013
	Girl Rising
	Narrator
	Documentary



	2014
	Muppets Most Wanted
	Newspaper Delivery Girl
	



	2014
	Laggies
	Annika
	



	2014
	Clouds of Sils Maria
	Jo-Anne Ellis
	



	2014
	If I Stay
	Mia Hall
	



	2014
	The Equalizer
	Alina / Teri
	



	2014
	The Tale of the Princess Kaguya
	Kaguya Houraisan (voice)
	English dub



	2015
	Dark Places
	Young Diondra Wertzner
	



	2016
	The 5th Wave
	Cassie Sullivan
	



	2016
	Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising
	Shelby
	



	2016
	Brain on Fire
	Susannah Cahalan
	



	2017
	November Criminals
	Phoebe
	Post-production



	2017
	Suspiria
	Patricia
	Post-production



	2017
	The Miseducation of Cameron Post
	Cameron
	Post-production



	2017
	Red Shoes & the 7 Dwarfs
	Snow White (voice)
	Post-production






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	The Guardian
	Violet
	2 episodes



	2005
	Family Plan
	Young Charlie
	Movie



	2005
	My Name Is Earl
	Candy Stoker
	Episode: "Broke Joy's Fancy Figurine"



	2006
	The Emperor's New School
	Furi (voice)
	Episode: "Kuzcogarten"



	2006–07
	Desperate Housewives
	Sherri Maltby
	2 episodes



	2007
	The Cure
	Emily
	Pilot



	2007–08
	Dirty Sexy Money
	Kiki George
	7 episodes



	2007–10
	My Friends Tigger & Pooh
	Darby (voice)
	87 episodes



	2011–13
	30 Rock
	Kaylie Hooper
	3 episodes



	2013
	American Dad!
	Honey (voice)
	Episode: "Steve & Snot's Test-Tubular Adventure"



	2015
	We Got Married
	Herself
	Episode 275



	2015
	Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
	Boodles (voice)
	Episode: "Mickey's Monster Musical"



	2015–16
	Saturday Night Live Korea
	Herself
	2 episodes



	2016
	Problematic Men
	Herself
	Episode 53






	Stage



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2014
	The Library
	Caitlin Gabriel
	The Public Theatre






	Music videos



	Year
	Artist
	Song



	2010
	The Soft Pack
	"Answer to Yourself"



	2011
	Best Coast
	"Our Deal"



	2011
	
Dionne Bromfield featuring Mz Bratt

	"Ouch"






	Video games



	Year
	Title
	Role



	2010
	Kick-Ass: The Game
	Mindy Macready / Hit-Girl



	2012
	Dishonored
	Emily Kaldwin I[52]
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	Year
	Award
	Nominated work
	Result



	2006
	Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a Feature Film – Young Actress Age Ten or Younger[image: External link]
	The Amityville Horror
	Nominated



	2007
	Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a Feature Film – Young Actress Age Ten or Younger[image: External link]
	Big Momma's House 2
	Nominated



	Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a TV Series - Guest Starring Young Actress[image: External link]
	Desperate Housewives
	Nominated



	2008
	Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a Voice-Over Role[image: External link]
	My Friends Tigger & Pooh
	Nominated



	Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a TV Series – Recurring Young Actress[image: External link]
	Dirty Sexy Money
	Nominated



	2010
	Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a Feature Film – Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	(500) Days of Summer
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie: Female Breakout
	Kick-Ass
	Nominated



	Scream Award for Best Fantasy Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Scream Award for Best Superhero[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Scream Award for Best Breakthrough Performance – Female[image: External link]
	Won



	2011
	Young Artist Award for Best Leading Young Actress in a Feature Film
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Award for Best Breakthrough Performance
	Won



	MTV Movie Award for Best Hero
	Won



	MTV Movie Award for Biggest Badass Star
	Won



	MTV Movie Award for Best Fight (shared with Mark Strong)
	Nominated



	Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Young Actress
	Kick-Ass & Let Me In
	Nominated



	Empire Award for Best Newcomer[53]
	Won



	Saturn Award for Best Performance by a Younger Actor[54]
	Let Me In
	Won



	Scream Award for Best Horror Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a Feature Film[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Young Artist Award for Best Performance in a Feature Film[image: External link]
	Diary of a Wimpy Kid
	Won



	2012
	People's Choice Award Favorite Movie Star Under 25
	Hugo
	Won



	Young Artist Award for Best Leading Young Actress in a Feature Film[55]
	Won



	Saturn Award Best Performance by a Younger Actor[56]
	Nominated



	Women in Film Crystal Awards Face of the Future[image: External link][57]
	
	Won



	2013
	Saturn Award Best Performance by a Younger Actor[58]
	Dark Shadows
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Award for Biggest Teen Bad Kicking Ass
	Kick-Ass 2
	Won



	Elle Style Award for Next Future Icon
	N/A
	Won



	2014
	Saturn Award Best Performance by a Younger Actor[59]
	Carrie
	Won



	1st People Magazine Awards for Next Generation Star[60]
	N/A
	Won



	Young Hollywood Awards Fan Favorite Actor Female[61]
	N/A
	Won



	2015
	People's Choice Award Favorite Dramatic Movie Actress[62]
	N/A
	Won



	Saturn Award Best Performance by a Younger Actor
	The Equalizer
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie Actress: Drama[63]
	If I Stay
	Won



	2016
	Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie Actress: Comedy[64]
	Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising
	Won



	Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie Actress: Sci-Fi /Fantasy
	The 5th Wave
	Nominated
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^ Two of her brothers are gay.[48]
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Cannes Film Festival






The Cannes Festival (/'kaen /[image: External link]; French[image: External link]: Festival de Cannes), named until 2002 as the International Film Festival (Festival international du film) and known in English as the Cannes Film Festival, is an annual film festival[image: External link] held in Cannes[image: External link], France, which previews new films of all genres, including documentaries, from all around the world. Founded in 1946, the invitation-only festival is held annually (usually in May) at the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès[image: External link].[1]

On 1 July 2014, co-founder and former head of French pay-TV operator Canal+[image: External link], Pierre Lescure[image: External link], took over as President of the Festival, while Thierry Fremaux[image: External link] became the General Delegate. The Board of Directors also appointed Gilles Jacob[image: External link] as Honorary President of the Festival.[2][3]

The 2017 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], its 70th anniversary, took place between 17 and 29 May 2017. The jury president was Pedro Almodóvar[image: External link], and The Square[image: External link], directed by Ruben Östlund[image: External link], won the Palme d'Or[image: External link].[4]



TOP
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 History
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 The early years




The Cannes Film Festival has its origins in 1932 when Jean Zay[image: External link], the French Minister of National Education[image: External link], on the proposal of historian Philippe Erlanger and with the support of the British and Americans, set up an international cinematographic festival. Its origins may be attributed in part to the French desire to compete with the Venice Film Festival[image: External link], which at the time was shocking the democratic world by its fascist bias.[5] The first festival was planned for 1939, Cannes[image: External link] was selected as the location for it, but the funding and organization were too slow and finally the beginning of World War II[image: External link] put an end to this plan.[6]

On 20 September 1946, twenty-one countries presented their films at the First Cannes International Film Festival[image: External link], which took place at the former Casino of Cannes.[7] In 1947, amid serious problems of efficiency, the festival was held as the "Festival du film de Cannes", where films from sixteen countries were presented. The festival was not held in 1948 and 1950 on account of budgetary problems. In 1949, the Palais des Festivals[image: External link] was expressly constructed for the occasion on the seafront promenade of La Croisette, although its inaugural roof, while still unfinished, blew off during a storm. In 1951, the festival was moved to spring to avoid a direct competition with the Venice Festival which was held in autumn.[6]
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 1950s and 1960s




During the early 1950s the festival attracted a lot of tourism and press attention, with showbiz scandals and high profile personalities love affairs. At the same time, the artistic aspect of the festival started developing. Because of controversies over the selection of films, the Critics' Prize was created for the recognition of original films and daring filmmakers. In 1954 the Special Jury Prize[image: External link] was awarded for the first time. In 1955, the Palme d'Or[image: External link] was created, replacing the Grand Prix du Festival which had been given until that year. In 1957, Dolores del Río[image: External link] was the first female member of the jury for the official selection.[8]

In 1959, the Marché du Film[image: External link] (Film Market) was founded, giving the festival a commercial character and facilitating exchanges between sellers and buyers in the film industry. Today it has become the first international platform for film commerce. Still, in the 1950s some outstanding films, like Night and Fog[image: External link] in 1956 and Hiroshima, My Love[image: External link] in 1959 were excluded from the competition for diplomatic concerns. Jean Cocteau[image: External link], three times president of the jury in those years, is quoted to have said: "The Cannes Festival should be a no man's land in which politics has no place. It should be a simple meeting between friends."[9][10]

In 1962, the International Critics' Week[image: External link] was born, created by the French Union of Film Critics[image: External link] as the first parallel section of the Cannes Film Festival. Its goal was to showcase first and second works by directors from all over the world, not succumbing to commercial tendencies. In 1965, an hommage was paid to Jean Cocteau[image: External link] after his death, and he was named Honorary President for life[citation needed[image: External link]]. That year, Olivia de Havilland[image: External link] was named the first female president of the jury, while the next year Sofia Loren[image: External link] became president.[11]

The 1968 festival was halted on 19 May. Some directors, such as Carlos Saura[image: External link] and Miloš Forman[image: External link], had withdrawn their films from the competition. On 18 May, filmmaker Louis Malle[image: External link] along with a group of directors took over the large room of the Palais and interrupted the projections in solidarity with students and labour on strike throughout France[image: External link],[12] and in protest to the eviction of the then President of the Cinémathèque Française[image: External link]. The filmmakers achieved the reinstatement of the President, and they founded the Film Directors' Society (SRF) that same year.[13] In 1969, the SRF, led by Pierre-Henri Deleau created the Directors' Fortnight[image: External link] (Quinzaine des Réalisateurs), a new non-competitive section that programs a selection of films from around the world, distinguished by the independent judgment displayed in the choice of films.[14]
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 1970s and 1980s




During the 1970s, important changes occurred in the Festival. In 1972, Robert Favre Le Bret was named the new President, and Maurice Bessy the General Delegate. He introduced important changes in the selection of the participating films, welcoming new techniques, and relieving the selection from diplomatic pressures, with films like M.A.S.H.[image: External link], and later Chronicle of the Years of Fire[image: External link] marking this turn. In some cases, these changes helped directors like Tarkovski overcome problems of censorship in their own country.[15] Also, until that time, the different countries chose the films that would represent them in the festival. Yet, in 1972, Bessy created a committee to select French films, and another for foreign films.[16]

In 1978, Gilles Jacob assumed the position of General Delegate, introducing the Caméra d'Or[image: External link] award, for the best first film of any of the main events, and the Un Certain Regard[image: External link] section, for the non-competitive categories. Other changes were the decrease of length of the festival down to thirteen days, thus reducing the number of selected films; also, until that point the Jury was composed by Film Academics, and Jacob started to introduce celebrities and professionals from the film industry.[17]

In 1983, a new, much bigger Palais des Festivals et des Congrès[image: External link] was built to host the festival, while the Directors' Fortnight remained in the old building. The new building was nicknamed "The Bunker", provoking a lot of criticism, especially since it was hardly finished at the event and several technical problems occurred.[18] In 1984, Pierre Viot replaced Robert Favre Le Bret as President of the Festival.[19] In his term, the Festival started including films from more countries, like Philippines, China, Cuba, Australia, India, New Zealand and Argentina. In 1987, for the first time of the Festival, a red carpet was placed at the entrance of the Palais. In 1989, during the first Cinéma & liberté forum, hundred directors from many countries signed a declaration "against all forms of censorship still existing in the world".[20]
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 1990s to the present




It was not until 1998 that Gilles Jacob created the last section of the Official Selection: la Cinéfondation[image: External link], aiming to support the creation of works of cinema in the world and to contribute to the entry of the new scenario writers in the circle of the celebrities.[21] The Cinéfondation was completed in 2000 with La Résidence, where young directors could refine their writing and screenplays, and in 2005 L'Atelier, which helps twenty directors per year with the funding of their films. Gilles Jacob was appointed Honorary President in 2000, and in 2002 the Festival officially adopted the name Festival de Cannes.[22][23]

During the 2000s the Festival started focusing more on the technological advances taking place in the film world, especially the digital techniques. In 2004, the restored historical films of the Festival were presented as Cannes Clasics, which included also documentaries. In 2007 Thierry Frémaux became General Delegate. In 2009 he extended the Festival in Buenos Aires, as La Semana de Cine del Festival de Cannes, and in 2010 he created the Cannes Court Métrage for the Short Film competition. In 2017 along with the 70th anniversary events of the Festival, the issue of changing the rules on theatrical screening came up with divided opinions about it.[24]
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 Programmes




The Cannes Film Festival is organised in various sections:[25]


	
The Official Selection – The main event of the festival.

	In Competition – The twenty films competing for the Palme d'Or[image: External link]. They are projected in the Théâtre Lumière.

	
Un Certain Regard[image: External link] – Twenty films selected from cultures near and far; original and different works. They are projected at the Salle Debussy.

	Out of Competition – These films are also projected in the Théâtre Lumière but do not compete for the main prize.

	Special Screenings – The selection committee chooses for these films an environment specially adapted to their particular identity.

	
Cinéfondation[image: External link] – About fifteen shorts and medium-length motion pictures from film schools over the world are presented at the Salle Buñuel.

	Short Films – The shorts competing for the Short Film Palme d'Or[image: External link] are presented at Buñuel and Debussy theatres. There are approximately 10 films in this competition.





	
Parallel Sections – These are non-competitive programmes dedicated to discovering other aspects of cinema.

	Cannes Classics – It celebrates the heritage of film, aiming to highlight works of the past, presented with brand new or restored prints.

	Tous les Cinémas du Monde – It showcases the vitality and diversity of cinema across the world. Each day, one country is invited to present a range of features and shorts in celebration of its unique culture, identity and recent film works.

	
Caméra d'Or[image: External link] – It rewards the best first film of the Festival, choosing among the debutants' works among the Official Selection, the Directors' Fortnight and the International Critics' Week selections.

	Cinéma de la Plage – Screening of Cannes Classics and Out of Competition films for the mass public on Macé beach, preceded by a programme dedicated to film music.





	
Other Sections – Produced by outside organisations during the Cannes Festival.

	
Directors' Fortnight[image: External link] – From 1969, it cast its lot with the avant-garde, even as it created a breeding ground where the Cannes Festival would regularly find its prestigious auteurs.

	International Critics' Week[image: External link]

	ACID (Association for Independent Cinema and its Distribution)





	
Events

	
Marché du Film[image: External link] – The busiest movie market in the world.

	Masterclasses – Given in public by world-renowned filmmakers.

	Tributes – Honors internationally renowned artists with the presentation of the Festival Trophee following the screening of one of their films.

	Producers Network – An opportunity to make international co-productions.

	Exhibitions – Each year, an artist, a body of work or a cinematographic theme becomes the focus of an exhibition that diversifies or illustrates the event's programme.

	60th Anniversary – Events organised in 2007 dedicated to the 60th anniversary of the Festival.
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 Authorities of the Festival




The President of the Festival, who represents the Festival in front of its financial partners, the public authorities and the media, is elected by the Board of Directors of the Festival, officially named the "French Association of the Film Festival". The Board is composed of authorities of the world of cinema, as well as of public authorities which subsidize the event. The President has a renewable 3-year mandate and appoints the members of his team, including the General Delegate, with the approval of the Board of Directors.[26] Sometimes a President, after his last term, becomes the Honorary President of the Festival.

The General Delegate is responsible for the coordination of the events, and has usually taken the place of the President, when one leaves the post. When Jacob Gilles[image: External link] passed from General Delegate to the position of the President, in 2001, two new positions were created to take over his former post, the General Director to oversee the smooth running of the event, and the Artistic Director, responsible for the selection of films. However, in 2007, the Artistic Director Thierry Fremaux[image: External link], became again the General Delegate of the Festival.
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 Juries




Main article: List of Cannes Film Festival juries (Feature films)[image: External link]


Prior to the beginning of each event, the Festival's board of directors appoints the juries who hold sole responsibility for choosing which films will receive a Cannes award. Jurors are chosen from a wide range of international artists, based on their body of work and respect from their peers.[27] The appointment of the President of the Jury is made following several annual management proposals made in the fall and submitted to the Festival's Board of Directors for validation.[28]


	Feature Films – An international jury composed of a President and various film or art personalities, who determine the prizes for the feature films in Competition.

	Cinéfondation and Short Films – Composed of a President and four film personalities. It awards the Short Film Palme d'Or as well as the three best films of the Cinéfondation.

	Un Certain Regard – Composed of a President, journalists, students in cinema, and industry professionals. It awards the Un Certain Regard Prize for best film and can, moreover, honour two other films.

	Caméra d'Or – Composed of a President, as well as film directors, technicians, and French and international critics. They award the best film in any category.
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 Awards




The most prestigious award given at Cannes is the Palme d'Or[image: External link] ("Golden Palm") for the best film.


	
Competition

	
Palme d'Or[image: External link] – Golden Palm


	
Grand Prix[image: External link] – Grand Prize of the Festival


	
Prix du Jury[image: External link] – Jury Prize


	
Palme d'Or du court métrage[image: External link] – Best Short Film


	
Prix d'interprétation féminine[image: External link] – Best Actress


	
Prix d'interprétation masculine[image: External link] – Best Actor


	
Prix de la mise en scène[image: External link] – Best Director


	
Prix du scénario[image: External link] – Best Screenplay






	
Other Sections

	
Prix Un Certain Regard[image: External link] – Young talent, innovative and audacious works


	
Cinéfondation[image: External link] prizes – Student films


	
Caméra d'Or[image: External link] – Best first feature film






	
Given by Independent Entities

	
Prix de la FIPRESCI[image: External link] – International Federation of Film Critics Prize


	
Directors' Fortnight[image: External link] Prizes

	
Prix Vulcain[image: External link] – Awarded to a technical artist by the CST

	
International Critics' Week[image: External link] Prizes

	Prize of the Ecumenical Jury[image: External link]

	François Chalais Prize[image: External link]

	
L'Œil d'or[image: External link] – Best documentary film


	Trophée Chopard[image: External link]

	
Palm Dog[image: External link], for best canine performance.[29]


	
Queer Palm[image: External link], for LGBT-related films.[30]









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Impact




The festival has become an important showcase for European films[image: External link]. Jill Forbes and Sarah Street argue in European Cinema: An Introduction ( ISBN[image: External link] 0333752104[image: External link]), that Cannes "became...extremely important for critical and commercial interests and for European attempts to sell films on the basis of their artistic quality" (page 20).[31] Forbes and Street also point out that, along with other festivals such as the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] and Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link], Cannes offers an opportunity to determine a particular country's image of its cinema and generally foster the notion that European cinema is "art" cinema.[31]

Additionally, given massive media exposure, the non-public festival is attended by many movie stars and is a popular venue for film producers to launch their new films and attempt to sell their works to the distributors who come from all over the globe.
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 See also
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	Footage from the 1946 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link]

	Retrospective footage of the Festival presented by INA in 2007[image: External link]
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Cannes Film Festival official website[image: External link] (English)


	
The History of the Festival[image: External link] at the official website

	
Festival de Cannes at the official website of tourism in France[image: External link] 2017 (French)


	
Radio France Internationale coverage of the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] 2017 (English)


	
Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] unofficial blog

	
Cannes – A Festival Virgin's Guide[image: External link] – Detailed festival history and information for attendees

	Cannes Film Festival: A Potted History[image: External link]

	
Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] at DMOZ[image: External link]




Coordinates[image: External link]: 43°33′03.10″N 7°01′02.10″E[image: External link]
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	Film festivals in France[image: External link]
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	Recurring events established in 1939[image: External link]
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Atlanta






This article is about the city in the U.S. state of Georgia. For other uses, see Atlanta (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Atlanta is the capital[image: External link] of and the most populous city[image: External link] in the U.S.[image: External link] state[image: External link] of Georgia, with an estimated 2016 population of 472,522.[6] Atlanta is the cultural and economic center of the Atlanta metropolitan area[image: External link], home to 5,710,795 people and the ninth-largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the United States.[7] Atlanta is the county seat[image: External link] of Fulton County[image: External link], and a small portion of the city extends eastward into DeKalb County[image: External link].

In 1837, Atlanta was founded at the intersection of two railroad lines, and the city rose from the ashes of the American Civil War[image: External link] to become a national center of commerce. In the decades following the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], the city earned a reputation as "too busy to hate" for the relatively progressive views of its citizens and leaders compared to other cities in the Deep South[image: External link].[12] Atlanta attained international prominence, and it became the primary transportation hub of the Southeastern United States[image: External link], via highway, railroad, and air[image: External link], with Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link] being the world's busiest airport[image: External link] since 1998.[13][14][15][16]

Atlanta rated an "alpha -[image: External link]" world city that exerts a significant impact upon commerce, finance, research, technology, education, media, art, and entertainment.[17] It ranks 40th among world cities and 8th in the nation with a gross domestic product[image: External link] of $270 billion.[18] Atlanta's economy is considered diverse, with dominant sectors that include logistics, professional and business services, media operations, and information technology.[19] Atlanta has topographic features that include rolling hills and dense tree coverage[image: External link].[20] Revitalization[image: External link] of Atlanta's neighborhoods, initially spurred by the 1996 Olympics[image: External link] in Atlanta, has intensified in the 21st century, altering the city's demographics, politics, and culture.[21][22]
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 History




Main articles: History of Atlanta[image: External link] and Timeline of Atlanta[image: External link]
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 Native American settlements




Prior to the arrival of European settlers in north Georgia, Creek Indians[image: External link] inhabited the area.[23] Standing Peachtree[image: External link], a Creek village located where Peachtree Creek[image: External link] flows into the Chattahoochee River[image: External link], was the closest Indian settlement to what is now Atlanta.[24] As part of the systematic removal of Native Americans from northern Georgia from 1802 to 1825,[25] the Creek ceded the area in 1821,[26] and white settlers arrived the following year.[27]
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 Western and Atlantic Railroad




In 1836, the Georgia General Assembly[image: External link] voted to build the Western and Atlantic Railroad[image: External link] in order to provide a link between the port of Savannah[image: External link] and the Midwest[image: External link].[28] The initial route was to run southward from Chattanooga[image: External link] to a terminus east of the Chattahoochee River, which would then be linked to Savannah. After engineers surveyed various possible locations for the terminus, the "zero milepost" was driven into the ground in what is now Five Points[image: External link]. A year later, the area around the milepost had developed into a settlement, first known as "Terminus," and later as "Thrasherville" after a local merchant who built homes and a general store[image: External link] in the area.[29] By 1842, the town had six buildings and 30 residents and was renamed " Marthasville[image: External link]" to honor the Governor's[image: External link] daughter. Later, J. Edgar Thomson[image: External link], Chief Engineer of the Georgia Railroad[image: External link], suggested the town be renamed " Atlantica[image: External link]- Pacifica[image: External link]," which was shortened to "Atlanta".[30] The residents approved, and the town was incorporated as Atlanta on December 29, 1847.[31]
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 Civil War




By 1860, Atlanta's population had grown to 9,554.[32][33] During the American Civil War[image: External link], the nexus of multiple railroads in Atlanta made the city a hub for the distribution of military supplies. In 1864, the Union Army[image: External link] moved southward following the capture of Chattanooga and began its invasion of north Georgia[image: External link]. The region surrounding Atlanta was the location of several major army battles[image: External link], culminating with the Battle of Atlanta[image: External link] and a four-month-long siege of the city by the Union Army under the command of General William Tecumseh Sherman[image: External link]. On September 1, 1864, Confederate[image: External link] General John Bell Hood[image: External link] made the decision to retreat from Atlanta, and he ordered the destruction of all public buildings and possible assets that could be of use to the Union Army. On the next day, Mayor James Calhoun[image: External link] surrendered Atlanta to the Union Army, and on September 7, Sherman ordered the city's civilian population to evacuate. On November 11, 1864, Sherman prepared for the Union Army's March to the Sea[image: External link] by ordering Atlanta to be burned to the ground, sparing only the city's churches and hospitals.[30]
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 Rebuilding the city




After the Civil War ended in 1865, Atlanta was gradually rebuilt. Due to the city's superior rail transportation[image: External link] network, the state capital[image: External link] was moved from Milledgeville[image: External link] to Atlanta in 1868.[34] In the 1880 Census, Atlanta surpassed Savannah as Georgia's largest city. Beginning in the 1880s, Henry W. Grady[image: External link], the editor of the Atlanta Constitution[image: External link] newspaper, promoted Atlanta to potential investors as a city of the "New South[image: External link]" that would be based upon a modern economy and less reliant on agriculture. By 1885, the founding of the Georgia School of Technology (now Georgia Tech[image: External link]) and the city's black colleges[image: External link] had established Atlanta as a center for higher education. In 1895, Atlanta hosted the Cotton States and International Exposition[image: External link], which attracted nearly 800,000 attendees and successfully promoted the New South's development to the world.[35]
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 Racial tensions




During the first decades of the 20th century, Atlanta experienced a period of unprecedented growth. In three decades' time, Atlanta's population tripled as the city limits expanded to include nearby streetcar suburbs. The city's skyline emerged with the construction of the Equitable[image: External link], Flatiron[image: External link], Empire[image: External link], and Candler[image: External link] buildings; and Sweet Auburn[image: External link] emerged as a center of black commerce. The period was also marked by strife and tragedy. Increased racial tensions led to the Atlanta Race Riot[image: External link] of 1906, which left at least 27 people dead and over 70 injured. In 1915, Leo Frank[image: External link], a Jewish-American factory superintendent, convicted of murder, was hanged in Marietta[image: External link] by a lynch mob[image: External link], drawing attention to antisemitism in the United States[image: External link].[36] On May 21, 1917, the Great Atlanta Fire[image: External link] destroyed 1,938 buildings in what is now the Old Fourth Ward[image: External link], resulting in one fatality and the displacement of 10,000 people.[30]

On December 15, 1939, Atlanta hosted the premiere[image: External link] of Gone with the Wind[image: External link], the epic film based on the best-selling novel by Atlanta's Margaret Mitchell[image: External link]. The gala event at Loew's Grand Theatre[image: External link] was attended by the film's legendary producer, David O. Selznick[image: External link], and the film's stars Clark Gable[image: External link], Vivien Leigh[image: External link], and Olivia de Havilland[image: External link], but Oscar winner Hattie McDaniel[image: External link], an African American actress, was barred from the event due to racial segregation laws and policies.[37]
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 Metropolitan area's growth




Atlanta played a vital role in the Allied effort during World War II[image: External link] due to the city's war-related manufacturing companies, railroad network and military bases, leading to rapid population and economic growth. In the 1950s, the city's newly constructed highway system allowed middle class Atlantans the ability to relocate to the suburbs. As a result, the city began to make up an ever-smaller proportion of the metropolitan area's population.[30]
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 Civil Rights Movement




During the 1960s, Atlanta was a major organizing center of the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link], Ralph David Abernathy[image: External link], and students from Atlanta's historically black colleges and universities[image: External link] playing major roles in the movement's leadership. While minimal compared to other cities, Atlanta was not free of racial strife.[38] In 1961, the city attempted to thwart blockbusting[image: External link] by erecting road barriers in Cascade Heights[image: External link], countering the efforts of civic and business leaders to foster Atlanta as the "city too busy to hate".[38][39] Desegregation of the public sphere came in stages, with public transportation desegregated by 1959,[40] the restaurant at Rich's[image: External link] department store by 1961,[41] movie theaters by 1963,[42] and public schools by 1973.[43]

In 1960, whites comprised 61.7% of the city's population.[44] By 1970, African Americans were a majority of the city's population and exercised new-found political influence by electing Atlanta's first black mayor, Maynard Jackson[image: External link], in 1973. Under Mayor Jackson's tenure, Atlanta's airport was modernized, solidifying the city's role as a transportation center. The opening of the Georgia World Congress Center[image: External link] in 1976 heralded Atlanta's rise as a convention city.[45] Construction of the city's subway system[image: External link] began in 1975, with rail service commencing in 1979.[46] Despite these improvements, Atlanta lost over 100,000 residents between 1970 and 1990, over 20% of its population.[47]
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 1996 Summer Olympic Games




Atlanta was selected as the site for the 1996 Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]. Following the announcement[image: External link], the city government undertook several major construction projects to improve Atlanta's parks, sporting venues, and transportation infrastructure. While the games themselves were marred by numerous organizational inefficiencies as well as the Centennial Olympic Park bombing[image: External link],[48] the spectacle was a watershed event in Atlanta's history that initiated a fundamental transformation of the city in the decade that followed.[47]
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 Recent history




During the 2000s, Atlanta underwent a profound physical, cultural[image: External link], and demographic[image: External link] transformation. Suburbanization, a booming economy, and new migrants decreased the city's black percentage from a high of 67% in 1990 to 54% in 2010.[49] From 2000 to 2010, Atlanta gained 22,763 white residents, 5,142 Asian residents, and 3,095 Hispanic residents, while the city's black population decreased by 31,678.[50][51] Much of the city's demographic change during the decade was driven by young, college-educated professionals: from 2000 to 2009, the three-mile radius[image: External link] surrounding Downtown Atlanta[image: External link] gained 9,722 residents aged 25 to 34 holding at least a four-year degree, an increase of 61%.[52][53] Between the mid-1990s and 2010, stimulated by funding from the HOPE VI[image: External link] program, Atlanta demolished nearly all of its public housing, a total of 17,000 units and about 10% of all housing units in the city.[54][55][56] In 2005, the $2.8 billion BeltLine[image: External link] project was adopted, with the stated goals of converting a disused 22-mile freight railroad loop that surrounds the central city into an art-filled multi-use trail and increasing the city's park space by 40%.[57] Atlanta's cultural offerings expanded during the 2000s: the High Museum of Art[image: External link] doubled in size; the Alliance Theatre[image: External link] won a Tony Award[image: External link]; and art galleries were established on the once-industrial Westside[image: External link].[58]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Atlanta[image: External link]


Atlanta encompasses 134.0 square miles (347.1 km2), of which 133.2 square miles (344.9 km2) is land and 0.85 square miles (2.2 km2) is water.[59] The city is situated among the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link], and at 1,050 feet (320 m) above mean sea level, Atlanta has one of the highest elevations among major cities east of the Mississippi River.[60] Atlanta straddles the Eastern Continental Divide[image: External link], such that rainwater that falls on the south and east side of the divide flows into the Atlantic Ocean, while rainwater on the north and west side of the divide flows into the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link].[61] Atlanta sits atop a ridge[image: External link] south of the Chattahoochee River[image: External link], which is part of the ACF River Basin[image: External link]. Located at the far northwestern edge of the city, much of the river's natural habitat is preserved, in part by the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area[image: External link].[62]
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 Cityscape




Main articles: Architecture of Atlanta[image: External link] and Neighborhoods of Atlanta[image: External link]


See also: List of tallest buildings in Atlanta[image: External link]


Most of Atlanta was burned during the Civil War, depleting the city of a large stock of its historic architecture. Yet architecturally, the city had never been particularly "southern"—because Atlanta originated as a railroad town, rather than a patrician[image: External link] southern seaport like Savannah[image: External link] or Charleston[image: External link], many of the city's landmarks could have easily been erected in the Northeast or Midwest.[20]

During the Cold War era, Atlanta embraced global modernist trends, especially regarding commercial and institutional architecture. Examples of modernist architecture[image: External link] include the 1,196,240sq.ft[63] Westin Peachtree Plaza[image: External link] (1976), Georgia-Pacific Tower[image: External link] (1982), the State of Georgia Building[image: External link] (1966), and the Atlanta Marriott Marquis[image: External link] (1985). In the latter half of the 1980s, Atlanta became one of the early adopters of postmodern designs that reintroduced classical elements to the cityscape. Many of Atlanta's tallest skyscrapers were built in the late 1980s and early 1990s, with most displaying tapering spires or otherwise ornamented crowns, such as the 1,187,676 sq.ft[64] One Atlantic Center[image: External link] (1987), 191 Peachtree Tower[image: External link] (1991), and the Four Seasons Hotel Atlanta[image: External link] (1992). Also completed during the era is Atlanta's tallest skyscraper, the Bank of America Plaza[image: External link] (1992), which, at 1,023 feet (312 m), is the 61st-tallest building in the world[image: External link] and the 9th-tallest building in the United States. The Bank of America Plaza is the tallest building outside of New York City[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link], and was the last building built in the United States to be in the top 10 tallest buildings in the world until One World Trade Center[image: External link] was completed externally in May 2013.[65] The city's embrace of modern architecture translated into an ambivalent approach toward historic preservation, leading to the destruction of notable architectural landmarks, including the Equitable Building[image: External link] (1892–1971), Terminal Station[image: External link] (1905–1972), and the Carnegie Library[image: External link] (1902–1977). The Fox Theatre[image: External link] (1929)—Atlanta's cultural icon—would have met the same fate had it not been for a grassroots effort to save it in the mid-1970s.[20]

Atlanta is divided into 242 officially defined neighborhoods[image: External link].[66][67][68] The city contains three major high-rise districts, which form a north-south axis along Peachtree[image: External link]: Downtown[image: External link], Midtown[image: External link], and Buckhead[image: External link].[69] Surrounding these high-density districts are leafy, low-density neighborhoods, most of which are dominated by single-family homes.[70]

Downtown Atlanta contains the most office space in the metro area, much of it occupied by government entities. Downtown is home to the city's sporting venues and many of its tourist attractions. Midtown Atlanta[image: External link] is the city's second-largest business district, containing the offices of many of the region's law firms. Midtown is known for its art institutions, cultural attractions, institutions of higher education, and dense form.[71] Buckhead[image: External link], the city's uptown district, is eight miles (13 km) north of Downtown and the city's third-largest business district. The district is marked by an urbanized core along Peachtree Road[image: External link], surrounded by suburban single-family neighborhoods situated among dense forests and rolling hills.[72]

Surrounding Atlanta's three high-rise districts are the city's low- and medium-density neighborhoods[image: External link],[72] where the craftsman[image: External link] bungalow[image: External link] single-family home is dominant.[73] The eastside[image: External link] is marked by historic streetcar suburbs[image: External link] built from the 1890s-1930s as havens for the upper middle class. These neighborhoods, many of which contain their own villages encircled by shaded, architecturally-distinct residential streets, include the Victorian[image: External link] Inman Park[image: External link], Bohemian[image: External link] East Atlanta[image: External link], and eclectic Old Fourth Ward[image: External link].[20][74] On the westside[image: External link], former warehouses and factories have been converted into housing, retail space, and art galleries, transforming the once-industrial West Midtown[image: External link] into a model neighborhood for smart growth[image: External link], historic rehabilitation, and infill construction.[75] In southwest Atlanta, neighborhoods closer to downtown originated as streetcar suburbs, including the historic West End[image: External link], while those farther from downtown retain a postwar suburban layout, including Collier Heights[image: External link] and Cascade Heights[image: External link], home to much of the city's affluent African American population.[76][77][78] Northwest Atlanta contains the areas of the city to west of Marietta Boulevard and to the north of Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, including those neighborhoods remote to downtown, such as Riverside, Bolton and Whittier Mill, which is one of Atlanta's designated Landmark Historical Neighborhoods. Vine City, though technically Northwest, adjoins the city's Downtown area and has recently been the target of community outreach programs and economic development initiatives.[79]

Gentrification of the city's neighborhoods is one of the more controversial and transformative forces shaping contemporary Atlanta. The gentrification of Atlanta[image: External link] has its origins in the 1970s, after many of Atlanta's neighborhoods had undergone the urban decay that affected other major American cities in the mid-20th century. When neighborhood opposition successfully prevented two freeways[image: External link] from being built through city's the east side in 1975, the area became the starting point for Atlanta's gentrification[image: External link]. After Atlanta was awarded the Olympic games in 1990, gentrification expanded into other parts of the city, stimulated by infrastructure improvements undertaken in preparation for the games. Gentrification was aided by the Atlanta Housing Authority[image: External link]'s eradication of the city's public housing.[80]
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 Climate




Under the Köppen classification[image: External link], Atlanta has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link] (Cfa) with four distinct seasons and generous precipitation year-round, typical for the inland South[image: External link]. Summers are hot and humid, with temperatures somewhat moderated by the city's elevation. Winters are cool but variable, with an average of 48 freezing days per year[81] and temperatures dropping to 0 °F (−17.8 °C) on rare occasions.[30][82] Warm air from the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] can bring spring-like highs while strong Arctic air masses can push lows into the teens (≤ −7 °C).

July averages 80.2 °F (26.8 °C), with high temperatures reaching 90 °F (32 °C) on an average 44 days per year, though 100 °F (38 °C) readings are not seen most years. January averages 43.5 °F (6.4 °C), with temperatures in the suburbs slightly cooler due largely to the urban heat island[image: External link] effect. Lows at or below freezing can be expected 40 nights annually,[83] but extended stretches with daily high temperatures below 40 °F (4 °C) are very rare, with a recent exception in January 2014[image: External link]. Extremes range from −9 °F (−23 °C) on February 13, 1899[image: External link] to 106 °F (41 °C) on June 30, 2012[image: External link].[84] Dewpoints in the summer range from 63.6 °F (18 °C) in June to 67.8 °F (20 °C) in July.

Typical of the southeastern U.S., Atlanta receives abundant rainfall that is evenly distributed throughout the year, though spring and early fall are markedly drier. The average annual rainfall is 50.2 inches (1,280 mm), while snowfall is typically light at around 2.1 inches (5.3 cm) per year.[85] The heaviest single snowfall occurred on January 23, 1940, with around 10 inches (25 cm) of snow.[86] However, ice storms[image: External link] usually cause more problems than snowfall does, the most severe occurring on January 7, 1973. Tornadoes are rare in the city itself, but the March 15, 2008 EF2[image: External link] tornado[image: External link] damaged prominent structures in downtown Atlanta.



	Climate data for Atlanta (Hartsfield–Jackson Int'l), 1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1878–present[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	79

(26)
	80

(27)
	89

(32)
	93

(34)
	97

(36)
	106

(41)
	105

(41)
	104

(40)
	102

(39)
	95

(35)
	84

(29)
	79

(26)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	69.6

(20.9)
	73.2

(22.9)
	80.8

(27.1)
	85.0

(29.4)
	89.3

(31.8)
	94.6

(34.8)
	96.3

(35.7)
	95.4

(35.2)
	91.4

(33)
	84.4

(29.1)
	77.5

(25.3)
	70.8

(21.6)
	97.6

(36.4)



	Average high °F (°C)
	52.3

(11.3)
	56.6

(13.7)
	64.6

(18.1)
	72.5

(22.5)
	79.9

(26.6)
	86.4

(30.2)
	89.1

(31.7)
	88.1

(31.2)
	82.2

(27.9)
	72.7

(22.6)
	63.6

(17.6)
	54.0

(12.2)
	71.9

(22.2)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	43.3

(6.3)
	47.2

(8.4)
	54.3

(12.4)
	62.0

(16.7)
	70.1

(21.2)
	77.3

(25.2)
	80.2

(26.8)
	79.4

(26.3)
	73.5

(23.1)
	63.3

(17.4)
	54.0

(12.2)
	45.3

(7.4)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	34.3

(1.3)
	37.7

(3.2)
	44.1

(6.7)
	51.5

(10.8)
	60.3

(15.7)
	68.2

(20.1)
	71.3

(21.8)
	70.7

(21.5)
	64.8

(18.2)
	54.0

(12.2)
	44.5

(6.9)
	36.5

(2.5)
	53.2

(11.8)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	15.7

(−9.1)
	20.9

(−6.2)
	27.4

(−2.6)
	35.2

(1.8)
	47.6

(8.7)
	58.5

(14.7)
	65.1

(18.4)
	63.7

(17.6)
	51.4

(10.8)
	38.5

(3.6)
	29.5

(−1.4)
	20.0

(−6.7)
	12.1

(−11.1)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−8

(−22)
	−9

(−23)
	10

(−12)
	25

(−4)
	37

(3)
	39

(4)
	53

(12)
	55

(13)
	36

(2)
	28

(−2)
	3

(−16)
	0

(−18)
	−9

(−23)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	4.20

(106.7)
	4.67

(118.6)
	4.81

(122.2)
	3.36

(85.3)
	3.67

(93.2)
	3.95

(100.3)
	5.27

(133.9)
	3.90

(99.1)
	4.47

(113.5)
	3.41

(86.6)
	4.10

(104.1)
	3.90

(99.1)
	49.71

(1,262.6)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	1.3

(3.3)
	0.4

(1)
	0.8

(2)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.4

(1)
	2.9

(7.4)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.9
	9.8
	9.7
	8.6
	9.3
	9.9
	11.7
	9.7
	7.5
	6.9
	8.8
	10.5
	113.3



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	0.8
	0.6
	0.3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.4
	2.1



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	67.6
	63.4
	62.4
	61.0
	67.2
	69.8
	74.4
	74.8
	73.9
	68.5
	68.1
	68.4
	68.3



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	164.0
	171.7
	220.5
	261.2
	288.6
	284.8
	273.8
	258.6
	227.5
	238.5
	185.1
	164.0
	2,738.3



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	52
	56
	59
	67
	67
	66
	63
	62
	61
	68
	59
	53
	62



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990)[88][89][90]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Atlanta[image: External link]


See also: Religion in Atlanta[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	2,572
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	9,554
	
	271.5%



	1870[image: External link]
	21,789
	
	128.1%



	1880[image: External link]
	37,409
	
	71.7%



	1890[image: External link]
	65,533
	
	75.2%



	1900[image: External link]
	89,872
	
	37.1%



	1910[image: External link]
	154,839
	
	72.3%



	1920[image: External link]
	200,616
	
	29.6%



	1930[image: External link]
	270,366
	
	34.8%



	1940[image: External link]
	302,288
	
	11.8%



	1950[image: External link]
	331,314
	
	9.6%



	1960[image: External link]
	487,455
	
	47.1%



	1970[image: External link]
	495,039
	
	1.6%



	1980[image: External link]
	425,022
	
	−14.1%



	1990[image: External link]
	394,017
	
	−7.3%



	2000[image: External link]
	416,474
	
	5.7%



	2010[image: External link]
	420,003
	
	0.8%



	Est. 2016
	472,522
	[91]
	12.5%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[44]








	Racial composition
	2014[92]
	1990[44]
	1970[44]
	1940[44]



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	51.4%
	67.1%
	51.3%
	34.6%



	White[image: External link]
	41.3%
	31.0%
	48.4%
	65.4%



	—Non-Hispanic
	38.3%
	30.3%
	47.3%[93]
	n/a



	Asian[image: External link]
	3.7%
	0.9%
	0.1%
	-



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	4.7%
	1.9%
	1.5%[93]
	n/a




The 2010 United States Census[image: External link] reported that Atlanta had a population of 420,003. The population density[image: External link] was 3,154 per square mile[image: External link] (1232/km 2[image: External link]). The racial makeup and population of Atlanta was 54.0% Black or African American, 38.4% White, 3.1% Asian and 0.2% Native American. Those from some other race made up 2.2% of the city's population, while those from two or more races made up 2.0%. Hispanics of any race made up 5.2% of the city's population.[6][94] The median income for a household in the city was $45,171. The per capita income for the city was $35,453. 22.6% percent of the population was living below the poverty line[image: External link]. Atlanta has one of the highest LGBT populations per capita, ranking third among major American cities, behind San Francisco and slightly behind Seattle[image: External link], with 12.8% of the city's total population identifying as gay, lesbian, or bisexual.[95] 7.3% of Atlantans were born abroad ( 86th[image: External link] in the US).[6]

In the 2010 Census, Atlanta was recorded as the nation's fourth-largest majority-black city. It has long been known as a center of African-American political power, education, and culture, often called a black mecca[image: External link].[96][97][98] African-American residents of Atlanta[image: External link] have followed whites to newer housing in the suburbs in the early 21st century. From 2000 to 2010, the city's black population decreased by 31,678 people, shrinking from 61.4% of the city's population in 2000 to 54.0% in 2010.[50]

At the same time, the white population of Atlanta has increased. Between 2000 and 2010, the proportion of whites in the city's population grew faster than that of any other U.S. city. In that decade, Atlanta's white population grew from 31% to 38% of the city's population, an absolute increase of 22,753 people, more than triple the increase that occurred between 1990 and 2000.[99]

Out of the total population five years and older, 83.3% spoke only English at home, while 8.8% spoke Spanish, 3.9% another Indo-European language, and 2.8% an Asian language.[100] Atlanta's dialect has traditionally been a variation of Southern American English[image: External link]. The Chattahoochee River[image: External link] long formed a border between the Coastal Southern[image: External link] and Southern Appalachian[image: External link] dialects.[101] Because of the development of corporate headquarters in the region, attracting migrants from other areas of the country, by 2003, Atlanta[image: External link] magazine concluded that Atlanta had become significantly "de-Southernized." A Southern accent was considered a handicap in some circumstances.[102] In general, Southern accents are less prevalent among residents of the city and inner suburbs and among younger people; they are more common in the outer suburbs and among older people.[101] At the same time, residents of the city express Southern variations of African American Vernacular English[image: External link].

Religion in Atlanta[image: External link], while historically centered on Protestant Christianity[image: External link], now involves many faiths as a result of the city and metro area's increasingly international population. Protestant Christianity still maintains a strong presence in the city (63%),[103][104] but in recent decades the Catholic Church[image: External link] has increased in numbers and influence because of new migrants in the region. Metro Atlanta also has numerous ethnic or national Christian congregations, including Korean and Indian churches. The larger non-Christian faiths are Judaism, Islam and Hinduism. Overall, there are over 1,000 places of worship within Atlanta.[105]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Atlanta[image: External link]


With a GDP of $304 billion, the Metro Atlanta[image: External link] economy is the eighth-largest in the country and 17th-largest in the world[image: External link]. Corporate operations play a major role in the economy, as the city claims the country's third-largest concentration of Fortune 500[image: External link] companies, and hosts the global headquarters of corporations such as The Coca-Cola Company[image: External link], The Home Depot[image: External link], Delta Air Lines[image: External link], AT&T Mobility[image: External link], Chick-fil-A[image: External link], UPS[image: External link], and Newell-Rubbermaid[image: External link]. Over 75 percent of Fortune 1000[image: External link] companies conduct business operations in metro Atlanta, and the region hosts offices of over 1,250 multinational corporations.[106] Many corporations are drawn to Atlanta by the city's educated workforce; as of 2014, 45% of adults 25 or older in the city have at least 4-year college degrees, compared to the national average of 28%.[107][108][109]

Atlanta began as a railroad town and logistics[image: External link] has remained a major component of the city's economy to this day. Atlanta is an important rail junction and contains major classification yards[image: External link] for Norfolk Southern[image: External link] and CSX[image: External link]. Since its construction in the 1950s, Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link] has served as a key engine of Atlanta's economic growth.[110] Delta Air Lines, the city's largest employer and the metro area's third-largest, operates the world's largest airline hub at Hartsfield-Jackson and has helped make it the world's busiest airport[image: External link], both in terms of passenger traffic and aircraft operations.[111] Partly due to the airport, Atlanta has become a hub for diplomatic missions; as of 2017, the city contains 26 consulates general[image: External link], the seventh-highest concentration of diplomatic missions in the United States.[112]

Media is also an important aspect of Atlanta's economy. The city is a major cable television[image: External link] programming center. Ted Turner[image: External link] established the headquarters of both the Cable News Network[image: External link] (CNN) and the Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] (TBS) in Atlanta. Cox Enterprises[image: External link], the country's third-largest cable television service and the publisher of over a dozen American newspapers, is headquartered in the city.[113] The Weather Channel[image: External link] is headquartered just outside Atlanta in Cobb County[image: External link].

Information technology—a business sector that includes publishing, software development, entertainment and data processing—has garnered a larger percentage of Atlanta's economic output. Indeed, Atlanta has been nicknamed the Silicon peach[image: External link] due to its burgeoning technology sector. As of 2013, Atlanta contains the fourth-largest concentration of information technology jobs in the United States, numbering 85,000. Atlanta ranks as the sixth fastest-growing city for information technology jobs, with an employment growth of 4.8% in 2012 and a three-year growth near 9%, or 16,000 jobs. Information technology companies are drawn to Atlanta's lower costs and educated workforce.[114][115][116][117]

Recently, Atlanta has become a center for film and television production[image: External link], largely due to the Georgia Entertainment Industry Investment Act[image: External link], which awards qualified productions a transferable income tax credit of 20% of all in-state costs for film and television investments of $500,000 or more.[118] Film and television production facilities in Atlanta include Turner Studios[image: External link], Pinewood Studios[image: External link] (Pinewood Atlanta), Tyler Perry Studios[image: External link], Williams Street[image: External link] Productions, and the EUE/Screen Gems[image: External link] soundstages. Film and television production injected $6 billion into Georgia's economy in 2015, with Atlanta garnering most of the projects.[119] Atlanta has gained recognition as a center of production of horror and zombie-related productions,[120] with Atlanta[image: External link] magazine dubbing the city the "Zombie Capital of the World".[121][122]

Compared to other American cities, Atlanta's economy has been disproportionately affected by the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link] and subsequent recession, with the city's economy earning a ranking of 68 among 100 American cities in a September 2014 report due to an elevated unemployment rate, declining real income levels, and a depressed housing market.[123][124][125][126] From 2010 to 2011, Atlanta saw a 0.9% contraction in employment and only a 0.4% rise in income. Though unemployment had dropped to 7% by late 2014, this was still higher than the national unemployment rate of 5.8%[127] Atlanta's housing market has struggled, with home prices falling by 2.1% in January 2012, reaching levels not seen since 1996. Compared with a year earlier, the average home price in Atlanta fell 17.3% in February 2012, the largest annual drop in the history of the index for any city.[128][129] The collapse in home prices has led some economists to deem Atlanta the worst housing market in the country.[130] Nevertheless, in August 2013, Atlanta appeared on Forbes[image: External link] magazine's list of the Best Places for Business and Careers.[131]
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 Culture




Atlanta is a city located in the South[image: External link] that has a culture that is no longer strictly Southern[image: External link]. This is due to a large population of migrants from other parts of the U.S., in addition to many recent immigrants to the U.S.[image: External link] who have made the metropolitan area their home, establishing Atlanta as the cultural and economic hub of an increasingly multi-cultural[image: External link] metropolitan area.[132][133] Thus, although traditional Southern culture is part of Atlanta's cultural fabric, it is mostly the backdrop to one of the nation's most cosmopolitan cities. This unique cultural combination reveals itself in the arts district of Midtown, the quirky neighborhoods on the city's eastside[image: External link], and the multi-ethnic enclaves found along Buford Highway[image: External link].[134]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Arts and theater




Main article: Arts in Atlanta[image: External link]


Atlanta is one of few United States cities with permanent, professional, resident companies in all major performing arts disciplines: opera (Atlanta Opera[image: External link]), ballet (Atlanta Ballet[image: External link]), orchestral music (Atlanta Symphony Orchestra[image: External link]), and theater (the Alliance Theatre[image: External link]). Atlanta attracts many touring Broadway acts, concerts, shows, and exhibitions catering to a variety of interests. Atlanta's performing arts district is concentrated in Midtown Atlanta[image: External link] at the Woodruff Arts Center[image: External link], which is home to the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] and the Alliance Theatre[image: External link]. The city frequently hosts touring Broadway acts, especially at The Fox Theatre[image: External link], a historic landmark that is among the highest-grossing theatres of its size.[135]

As a national center for the arts,[136] Atlanta is home to significant art museums and institutions. The renowned High Museum of Art[image: External link] is arguably the South's leading art museum and among the most-visited art museums[image: External link] in the world.[137] The Museum of Design Atlanta[image: External link] (MODA), a design museum, is the only such museum in the Southeast.[138] Contemporary art museums include the Atlanta Contemporary Art Center[image: External link] and the Museum of Contemporary Art of Georgia[image: External link]. Institutions of higher education contribute to Atlanta's art scene, with the Savannah College of Art and Design's Atlanta campus providing the city's arts community with a steady stream of curators, and Emory University's Michael C. Carlos Museum[image: External link] containing the largest collection of ancient art in the Southeast.[139]
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 Music




Main article: Music of Atlanta[image: External link]


Atlanta has played a major or contributing role in the development of various genres of American music at different points in the city's history. Beginning as early as the 1920s, Atlanta emerged as a center for country music[image: External link], which was brought to the city by migrants from Appalachia[image: External link].[140] During the countercultural 1960s[image: External link], Atlanta hosted the Atlanta International Pop Festival[image: External link], with the 1969 festival taking place more than a month before Woodstock[image: External link] and featuring many of the same bands. The city was also a center for Southern rock[image: External link] during its 1970s heyday: the Allman Brothers Band[image: External link]'s hit instrumental "Hot 'Lanta[image: External link]" is an ode to the city, while Lynyrd Skynyrd[image: External link]'s famous live rendition of "Free Bird[image: External link]" was recorded at the Fox Theatre[image: External link] in 1976, with lead singer Ronnie Van Zant[image: External link] directing the band to "play it pretty for Atlanta".[141] During the 1980s, Atlanta had an active Punk rock[image: External link] scene that was centered on two of the city's music venues, 688 Club[image: External link] and the Metroplex, and Atlanta famously played host to the Sex Pistols[image: External link] first U.S. show, which was performed at the Great Southeastern Music Hall.[142] The 1990s saw the birth of Atlanta hip hop[image: External link], a subgenre that gained relevance following the success of home-grown duo OutKast[image: External link]; however, it was not until the 2000s that Atlanta moved "from the margins to becoming hip-hop's center of gravity, part of a larger shift in hip-hop innovation to the South".[143] Also in the 2000s, Atlanta was recognized by the Brooklyn-based Vice[image: External link] magazine for its indie rock[image: External link] scene, which revolves around the various live music venues found on the city's alternative eastside[image: External link].[144][145]
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 Tourism




Main articles: Tourism in Atlanta[image: External link], Festivals in Atlanta[image: External link], List of museums in Atlanta[image: External link], and Cuisine of Atlanta[image: External link]


As of 2010, Atlanta is the seventh-most visited city in the United States, with over 35 million visitors per year.[146] Although the most popular attraction among visitors to Atlanta is the Georgia Aquarium[image: External link],[147] the world's largest indoor aquarium,[148] Atlanta's tourism industry is mostly driven by the city's history museums and outdoor attractions. Atlanta contains a notable amount of historical museums and sites, including the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site[image: External link], which includes the preserved childhood home of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link], as well as his final resting place; the Atlanta Cyclorama & Civil War Museum[image: External link], which houses a massive painting and diorama[image: External link] in-the-round, with a rotating central audience platform, depicting the Battle of Atlanta[image: External link] in the Civil War; the World of Coca-Cola[image: External link], featuring the history of the world-famous soft drink brand and its well-known advertising; the College Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] which honors college football and its athletes; the National Center for Civil and Human Rights[image: External link], which explores the Civil Rights Movement and its connection to contemporary human rights movements throughout the world; the Carter Center[image: External link] and Presidential Library, housing U.S. President Jimmy Carter[image: External link]'s papers and other material relating to the Carter administration and the Carter family's life; and the Margaret Mitchell House and Museum[image: External link], where Mitchell wrote the best-selling novel Gone with the Wind[image: External link].

Atlanta contains various outdoor attractions.[149] The Atlanta Botanical Garden[image: External link], adjacent to Piedmont Park, is home to the 600-foot-long (180 m) Kendeda Canopy Walk[image: External link], a skywalk[image: External link] that allows visitors to tour one of the city's last remaining urban forests from 40-foot-high (12 m). The Canopy Walk is considered the only canopy-level pathway of its kind in the United States. Zoo Atlanta[image: External link], located in Grant Park[image: External link], accommodates over 1,300 animals representing more than 220 species. Home to the nation's largest collections of gorillas and orangutans, the Zoo is one of only four zoos in the U.S. to house giant pandas[image: External link].[150] Festivals showcasing arts and crafts, film, and music, including the Atlanta Dogwood Festival[image: External link], the Atlanta Film Festival[image: External link], and Music Midtown[image: External link], respectively, are also popular with tourists.[151]

Tourists are drawn to the city's culinary scene, which comprises a mix of urban establishments garnering national attention, ethnic restaurants serving cuisine from every corner of the world, and traditional eateries specializing in Southern dining. Since the turn of the 21st century, Atlanta has emerged as a sophisticated restaurant town.[152] Many restaurants opened in the city's gentrifying neighborhoods[image: External link] have received praise at the national level, including Bocado, Bacchanalia, and Miller Union in West Midtown[image: External link], Empire State South in Midtown[image: External link], and Two Urban Licks and Rathbun's[image: External link] on the east side[image: External link].[58][153][154][155] In 2011, the New York Times characterized Empire State South and Miller Union as reflecting "a new kind of sophisticated Southern sensibility centered on the farm but experienced in the city."[156] Visitors seeking to sample international Atlanta are directed to Buford Highway[image: External link], the city's international corridor. There, the million-plus immigrants[image: External link] that make Atlanta home have established various authentic ethnic restaurants representing virtually every nationality on the globe.[157] For traditional Southern fare, one of the city's most famous establishments is The Varsity[image: External link], a long-lived fast food chain and the world's largest drive-in restaurant.[158] Mary Mac's Tea Room[image: External link] and Paschal's[image: External link] are more formal destinations for Southern food.
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in Atlanta[image: External link]


Atlanta is home to professional franchises for four major team sports: the Atlanta Braves[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link], the Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link], the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link], and Atlanta United FC[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link]. The Braves, who moved to Atlanta in 1966, were established as the Boston[image: External link] Red Stockings in 1871 and are the oldest continually operating professional sports franchise in the United States.[159] The Braves won the World Series[image: External link] in 1995, and had an unprecedented run of 14 straight divisional championships from 1991 to 2005.[160] The Braves will have a new home in 2017. Moving from Turner Field to Suntrust Park, which is located in the Atlanta Metropolitan area 10 miles (16 km) northwest of downtown Atlanta in Cumberland/Galleria, Georgia.

The Atlanta Falcons[image: External link] have played in Atlanta since their inception in 1966. The Falcons have won the division title six times (1980, 1998, 2004, 2010, 2012, 2016) and the NFC championship twice in 1998 and 2016. However, they have been unsuccessful in both of their Super Bowl trips so far, losing to the Denver Broncos[image: External link] in Super Bowl XXXIII[image: External link] in 1999 and to the New England Patriots[image: External link] in Super Bowl LI[image: External link] in 2017.[161] The Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] began in 1946 as the Tri-Cities Blackhawks, playing in Moline, Illinois[image: External link]. The team moved to Atlanta in 1968, and they currently play their games in Philips Arena[image: External link].[162] The Atlanta Dream[image: External link] is the city's Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] franchise.[163]

Atlanta has had its own professional ice hockey[image: External link] and soccer[image: External link] franchises. The National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL) has had two Atlanta franchises: the Atlanta Flames[image: External link] began play in 1972 before moving to Calgary[image: External link] in 1980, while the Atlanta Thrashers[image: External link] began play in 1999 before moving to Winnipeg[image: External link] in 2011. The Atlanta Chiefs was the city's professional soccer[image: External link] team from 1967 to 1972, and the team won a national championship in 1968. In 1998 another professional soccer team was formed, the Atlanta Silverbacks[image: External link] of the North American Soccer League[image: External link]. In April 2014, Atlanta United FC, was formed as an expansion team to begin play in 2017.

Atlanta has been the host city for various international, professional and collegiate sporting events. Most famously, Atlanta hosted the Centennial 1996 Summer Olympics[image: External link]. Atlanta hosted Super Bowl XXVIII[image: External link] in 1994 and Super Bowl XXXIV[image: External link] in 2000. In professional golf, The Tour Championship[image: External link], the final PGA Tour[image: External link] event of the season, is played annually at East Lake Golf Club[image: External link]. In 2001 and 2011, Atlanta hosted the PGA Championship[image: External link], one of the four major championships[image: External link] in men's professional golf, at the Atlanta Athletic Club[image: External link]. In professional ice hockey, the city hosted the 56th NHL All-Star Game[image: External link] in 2008, three years before the Thrashers moved. In 2011, Atlanta hosted professional wrestling[image: External link]'s annual WrestleMania[image: External link]. The city has hosted the NCAA Final Four[image: External link] Men's Basketball Championship four times, most recently in 2013[image: External link]. In college football, Atlanta hosts the Chick-fil-A Kickoff Game[image: External link], the SEC Championship Game[image: External link], and the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl[image: External link].[164]
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 Parks and recreation




Main article: Parks in Atlanta[image: External link]


Atlanta's 343 parks, nature preserves, and gardens cover 3,622 acres (14.66 km2),[165] which amounts to only 5.6% of the city's total acreage, compared to the national average of just over 10%.[166][167] However, 64% of Atlantans live within a 10-minute walk of a park, a percentage equal to the national average.[168] In its 2013 ParkScore ranking, The Trust for Public Land[image: External link] reported that among the park systems of the 50 most populous U.S. cities, Atlanta's park system received a ranking of 31.[169] Piedmont Park[image: External link], located in Midtown[image: External link], is Atlanta's most iconic green space. The park, which underwent a major renovation and expansion in recent years, attracts visitors from across the region and hosts cultural events throughout the year. Other notable city parks include Centennial Olympic Park[image: External link], a legacy of the 1996 Summer Olympics[image: External link] that forms the centerpiece of the city's tourist district; Woodruff Park[image: External link], which anchors the campus of Georgia State University[image: External link]; Grant Park[image: External link], home to Zoo Atlanta[image: External link]; and Chastain Park[image: External link], which houses an amphitheater used for live music concerts. The Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area[image: External link], located in the northwestern corner of the city, preserves a 48 mi (77 km) stretch of the river for public recreation opportunities. The Atlanta Botanical Garden[image: External link], adjacent to Piedmont Park, contains formal gardens, including a Japanese garden and a rose garden, woodland areas, and a conservatory that includes indoor exhibits of plants from tropical rainforests[image: External link] and deserts[image: External link]. The BeltLine[image: External link], a former rail corridor that forms a 22 mi (35 km) loop around Atlanta's core, has been transformed into a series of parks[image: External link], connected by a multi-use trail, increasing Atlanta's park space by 40%.[170]

Atlanta offers resources and opportunities for amateur and participatory sports and recreation. Jogging[image: External link] is a popular local sport, and the city hosts the Peachtree Road Race[image: External link], the world's largest 10 km race, annually on Independence Day.[171] The Georgia Marathon, which begins and ends at Centennial Olympic Park[image: External link], routes through the city's historic east side neighborhoods.[172] Golf and tennis are popular in Atlanta, and the city contains six public golf courses and 182 tennis courts. Facilities located along the Chattahoochee River cater to watersports enthusiasts, providing the opportunity for kayaking, canoeing, fishing, boating, or tubing. The city's only skate park, a 15,000 square feet (1,400 m2) facility that offers bowls, curbs, and smooth-rolling concrete mounds, is located at Historic Fourth Ward Park[image: External link].[173]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Government of Atlanta[image: External link], List of mayors of Atlanta[image: External link], and Crime in Atlanta[image: External link]


Atlanta is governed by a mayor and the Atlanta City Council[image: External link]. The city council consists of 15 representatives—one from each of the city's 12 districts and three at-large positions. The mayor may veto a bill passed by the council, but the council can override the veto with a two-thirds majority.[174] The mayor of Atlanta is Kasim Reed[image: External link], a Democrat elected on a nonpartisan ballot whose first term in office expired at the end of 2013. Reed was elected to a second term on November 5, 2013.[175] Every mayor elected since 1973 has been black.[176] In 2001, Shirley Franklin became the first woman to be elected Mayor of Atlanta, and the first African-American woman to serve as mayor of a major southern city.[177] Atlanta city politics suffered from a notorious reputation for corruption during the 1990s administration of Mayor Bill Campbell[image: External link], who was convicted by a federal jury in 2006 on three counts of tax evasion in connection with gambling winnings during trips he took with city contractors.[178]

As the state capital[image: External link], Atlanta is the site of most of Georgia's state government. The Georgia State Capitol[image: External link] building, located downtown, houses the offices of the governor[image: External link], lieutenant governor and secretary of state, as well as the General Assembly[image: External link]. The Governor's Mansion[image: External link] is located in a residential section of Buckhead. Atlanta serves as the regional hub for many arms of the federal bureaucracy, including the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta[image: External link] and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link].[179][180] Atlanta also plays an important role in federal judiciary system, containing the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit[image: External link] and of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia[image: External link].

Historically, Atlanta has been a stronghold for the Democratic Party[image: External link]. Although municipal elections are officially nonpartisan, nearly all of the city's elected officials are registered Democrats. The city is split among 14 state house districts and four state senate districts, all held by Democrats. At the federal level, Atlanta is split between two congressional districts. The northern three-fourths of the city is located in the 5th district, represented by Democrat John Lewis[image: External link]. The southern fourth is in the 13th district, represented by Democrat David Scott[image: External link].

The city is served by the Atlanta Police Department[image: External link], which numbers 2,000[181] officers and oversaw a 40% decrease in the city's crime rate between 2001 and 2009. Specifically, homicide decreased by 57%, rape by 72%, and violent crime overall by 55%. Crime is down across the country, but Atlanta's improvement has occurred at more than twice the national rate.[182] Nevertheless, Forbes ranked Atlanta as the sixth most dangerous city in the United States in 2012.[183]
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 Education




Main articles: List of colleges and universities in metropolitan Atlanta[image: External link], Atlanta Public Schools[image: External link], and List of private schools in Atlanta[image: External link]


Due to the more than 30 colleges and universities located in the city, Atlanta is considered a center for higher education.[184] The Georgia Institute of Technology[image: External link] is one of the most prominent public universities in Atlanta; it is a research university located in Midtown[image: External link] that has been consistently ranked among the nation's top ten public universities for its degree programs in engineering, computing, management, the sciences, architecture, and liberal arts. Georgia State University[image: External link] is a major public research university located in Downtown Atlanta[image: External link]; it is the largest of the 29 public colleges and universities in the University System of Georgia[image: External link] and is a significant contributor to the revitalization of the city's central business district. Atlanta is home to nationally renowned private colleges and universities, most notably Emory University[image: External link], a leading liberal arts and research institution that ranks among the top 20 schools in the United States and operates Emory Healthcare[image: External link], the largest health care system in Georgia. [185] The Atlanta University Center[image: External link] is also located in the city; it is the largest contiguous consortium of historically black colleges[image: External link], comprising Spelman College[image: External link], Clark Atlanta University[image: External link], Morehouse College[image: External link], Morehouse School of Medicine[image: External link], and Interdenominational Theological Center[image: External link]. Atlanta contains a campus of the Savannah College of Art and Design[image: External link], a private art and design university that has proven to be a major factor in the recent growth of Atlanta's visual art community.

Fifty-five thousand students are enrolled in 106 schools in Atlanta Public Schools[image: External link], some of which are operated as charter schools.[186] The district has been plagued by a widely publicized cheating scandal[image: External link] that was exposed in 2009. Atlanta is served by many private schools, including parochial Roman Catholic schools operated by the Archdiocese of Atlanta[image: External link].
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Main article: Media in Atlanta[image: External link]


The primary network-affiliated television stations in Atlanta are WXIA-TV[image: External link] (NBC), WGCL-TV[image: External link] (CBS), WSB-TV[image: External link] (ABC), and WAGA-TV[image: External link] (FOX). The Atlanta metropolitan area is served by two public television stations and one public radio station. WGTV[image: External link] is the flagship station of the statewide Georgia Public Television[image: External link] network and is a PBS[image: External link] member station, while WPBA[image: External link] is owned by Atlanta Public Schools[image: External link]. Georgia Public Radio is listener-funded and comprises one NPR[image: External link] member station, WABE[image: External link], a classical music station operated by Atlanta Public Schools[image: External link].

Atlanta is served by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution[image: External link], its only major daily newspaper with wide distribution. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution is the result of a 1950 merger between The Atlanta Journal and The Atlanta Constitution, with staff consolidation occurring in 1982 and separate publication of the morning Constitution and afternoon Journal ceasing in 2001.[187] Alternative weekly[image: External link] newspapers include Creative Loafing[image: External link], which has a weekly print circulation of 80,000. Atlanta[image: External link] magazine is an award-winning, monthly general-interest magazine based in and covering Atlanta.
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Main article: Transportation in Atlanta[image: External link]


Atlanta's transportation infrastructure comprises a complex network that includes a heavy rail[image: External link] rapid transit[image: External link] system, a light rail streetcar[image: External link] loop, a multi-county bus system, Amtrak[image: External link] service via the Crescent[image: External link], multiple freight train lines, an Interstate Highway System[image: External link], several airports, including the world's busiest, and over 45 miles (72 kilometres) of bike paths.

Atlanta has a network of freeways that radiate out from the city, and automobiles are the dominant means of transportation in the region.[188] Three major interstate highways[image: External link] converge in Atlanta: I-20[image: External link] (east-west), I-75[image: External link] (northwest-southeast), and I-85[image: External link] (northeast-southwest). The latter two combine in the middle of the city to form the Downtown Connector[image: External link] (I-75/85), which carries more than 340,000 vehicles per day and is one of the most congested segments of interstate highway in the United States.[189] Atlanta is mostly encircled by Interstate 285[image: External link], a beltway[image: External link] locally known as "the Perimeter" that has come to mark the boundary between "Inside the Perimeter" (ITP), the city and close-in suburbs, and "Outside the Perimeter" (OTP), the outer suburbs and exurbs. The heavy reliance on automobiles for transportation in Atlanta has resulted in traffic, commute, and air pollution rates that rank among the worst in the country.[190][191][192]

The Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority[image: External link] (MARTA) provides public transportation in the form of buses and heavy rail. Notwithstanding heavy automotive usage in Atlanta, the city's subway[image: External link] system is the eighth busiest in the country[image: External link].[193] MARTA rail lines connect key destinations, such as the airport, Downtown, Midtown, Buckhead, and Perimeter Center. However, significant destinations, such as Emory University and Cumberland[image: External link], remain unserved. As a result, a 2011 Brookings Institution[image: External link] study placed Atlanta 91st of 100 metro areas for transit accessibility.[194] Emory University[image: External link] operates its Cliff[image: External link] shuttle buses with 200,000 boardings per month, while private minibuses[image: External link] supply Buford Highway[image: External link]. Amtrak[image: External link], the national rail passenger system, provides service to Atlanta via the Crescent train[image: External link] (New York–New Orleans), which stops at Peachtree Station[image: External link].[195] In 2014, the Atlanta Streetcar[image: External link] opened to the public. The streetcar's line, which is also known as the Downtown Loop, runs 2.7 miles around the downtown tourist areas of Peachtree Center[image: External link], Centennial Olympic Park[image: External link], the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site[image: External link], and Sweet Auburn.[196] The Atlanta Streetcar line is also being expanded on in the coming years to include a wider range of Atlanta's neighborhoods and important places of interest, with a total of over 50 miles of track in the plan.[197]

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link] is the world's busiest airport as measured by passenger traffic[image: External link] and aircraft traffic[image: External link].[198] The facility offers air service to over 150 U.S. destinations and more than 75 international destinations in 50 countries, with over 2,500 arrivals and departures daily.[199] Delta Air Lines[image: External link] maintains its largest hub at the airport.[200] Situated 10 miles (16 km) south of downtown, the airport covers most of the land inside a wedge formed by Interstate 75[image: External link], Interstate 85[image: External link], and Interstate 285[image: External link].

Cycling[image: External link] is a growing mode of transportation in Atlanta, more than doubling since 2009, when it comprised 1.1% of all commutes (up from 0.3% in 2000).[201][202] Although Atlanta's lack of bike lanes and hilly topography may deter many residents from cycling,[201][203] the city's transportation plan calls for the construction of 226 miles (364 kilometres) of bike lanes by 2020, with the BeltLine helping to achieve this goal.[204] In 2012, Atlanta's first "bike track" was constructed on 10th Street in Midtown. The two lane bike track runs from Monroe Drive west to Charles Allen Drive, with connections to the Beltline and Piedmont Park.[205] Starting in June 2016, Atlanta received a bike sharing program with 100 bikes in Downtown and Midtown, which expanded to 500 bikes at 65 stations as of April 2017.[206][207]
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Main article: Atlanta tree canopy[image: External link]


Atlanta has a reputation as a "city in a forest" due to an abundance of trees that is rare among major cities.[209][210][211] The city's main street[image: External link] is named after a tree[image: External link], and beyond the Downtown, Midtown, and Buckhead business districts, the skyline gives way to a dense canopy of woods that spreads into the suburbs. The city is home to the Atlanta Dogwood Festival[image: External link], an annual arts and crafts festival held one weekend during early April, when the native dogwoods[image: External link] are in bloom. The nickname is factually accurate, as the city's tree coverage percentage is at 36%, the highest out of all major American cities, and above the national average of 27%.[212] Atlanta's tree coverage does not go unnoticed—it was the main reason cited by National Geographic[image: External link] in naming Atlanta a "Place of a Lifetime".[208][213]

The city's lush tree canopy, which filters out pollutants and cools sidewalks and buildings, has increasingly been under assault from man and nature due to heavy rains, drought, aged forests, new pests, and urban construction. A 2001 study found that Atlanta's heavy tree cover declined from 48% in 1974 to 38% in 1996.[214] Community organizations and the city government are addressing the problem. Trees Atlanta, a non-profit organization founded in 1985, has planted and distributed over 75,000 shade trees in the city,[215] and Atlanta's government has awarded $130,000 in grants to neighborhood groups to plant trees.[210]
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See also: List of sister cities in the United States[image: External link]


Atlanta has 17 sister cities, as designated by Sister Cities International[image: External link], Inc. (SCI):[216][217][218]



	
Brussels[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link] (1983)

	
Montego Bay[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link] (1972)

	
Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link] (1972)

	
Lagos[image: External link], Nigeria[image: External link] (1974)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link] (1974)

	
Toulouse[image: External link], France[image: External link] (1974)

	
Newcastle upon Tyne[image: External link], England[image: External link], United Kingdom[image: External link] (1977)

	
Daegu[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link] (1981)

	
Port of Spain[image: External link], Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link] (1987)

	
Tbilisi[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link] (1988)[219]


	
Olympia, Greece[image: External link] (1995)

	
Bucharest[image: External link], Romania[image: External link] (1994)

	
Cotonou[image: External link], Benin[image: External link] (1995)

	
Salcedo, Dominican Republic[image: External link] (1996)

	
Nuremberg[image: External link] (Nürnberg), Bavaria[image: External link], Germany[image: External link] (1998)

	
Ra'anana[image: External link], Israel[image: External link] (2000)[220]


	
Fukuoka[image: External link], Japan[image: External link] (2005)
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	List of people from Atlanta[image: External link]

	Urban forest[image: External link]
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 Notes








	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the highest and lowest temperature readings during an entire month or year) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Atlanta were kept at the Weather Bureau in downtown from October 1878 to August 1928, and at Hartsfield–Jackson Int'l since September 1928.[87]
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Georgia (U.S. state)






This article is about the U.S. state. For the Eurasian country, see Georgia (country)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Georgia (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"State of Georgia" redirects here. For the TV series, see State of Georgia (TV series)[image: External link].

Georgia ( i[image: External link]/'dZo:rdZe /[image: External link] JOR -juh[image: External link]) is a state[image: External link] in the southeastern[image: External link] United States[image: External link]. It began as a British colony in 1733, the last of the original Thirteen Colonies[image: External link].[5] Named after King George II of Great Britain[image: External link],[6] the Province of Georgia[image: External link] covered the area from South Carolina[image: External link] down to Spanish Florida[image: External link] and New France[image: External link] along La Louisiane[image: External link], also bordering to the west towards the Mississippi River[image: External link]. Georgia was the fourth state to ratify[image: External link] the United States Constitution[image: External link], on January 2, 1788.[7] In 1802-1804, western Georgia was split to the Mississippi Territory[image: External link], which later split to form Alabama[image: External link] with part of former West Florida[image: External link] in 1819. Georgia declared its secession[image: External link] from the Union on January 19, 1861, and was one of the original seven Confederate states[image: External link].[7] It was the last state to be restored to the Union, on July 15, 1870.[7] Georgia is the 24th largest[image: External link] and the 8th most populous[image: External link] of the 50 United States[image: External link]. From 2007 to 2008, 14 of Georgia's counties[image: External link] ranked among the nation's 100 fastest-growing, second only to Texas.[8] Georgia is known as the Peach State and the Empire State of the South.[7] Atlanta is the state's capital, its most populous city, and has been named a global city[image: External link].

Georgia is bordered to the south by Florida[image: External link], to the east by the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] and South Carolina[image: External link], to the west by Alabama[image: External link], and to the north by Tennessee[image: External link] and North Carolina[image: External link]. The state's northern part is in the Blue Ridge Mountains[image: External link], part of the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link] system. The Piedmont[image: External link] extends through the central part of the state from the foothills[image: External link] of the Blue Ridge to the Fall Line[image: External link], where the rivers cascade down in elevation to the coastal plain[image: External link] of the state's southern part. Georgia's highest point is Brasstown Bald[image: External link] at 4,784 feet (1,458 m) above sea level; the lowest is the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link]. Georgia is the largest state entirely east of the Mississippi River[image: External link] in land area[image: External link].[9]
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 History




Main article: History of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


Before settlement by Europeans, Georgia was inhabited by the mound building[image: External link] cultures. The British colony of Georgia was founded by James Oglethorpe[image: External link] on February 12, 1733.[10] The colony was administered by the Trustees for the Establishment of the Colony of Georgia in America[image: External link] under a charter issued by (and named for) King George II[image: External link]. The Trustees implemented an elaborate plan for the colony's settlement, known as the Oglethorpe Plan[image: External link], which envisioned an agrarian society of yeoman farmers[image: External link] and prohibited slavery. In 1742 the colony was invaded by the Spanish[image: External link] during the War of Jenkins' Ear[image: External link]. In 1752, after the government failed to renew subsidies that had helped support the colony, the Trustees turned over control to the crown[image: External link]. Georgia became a crown colony[image: External link], with a governor appointed by the king.[11]

The Province of Georgia[image: External link] was one of the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] that revolted against British[image: External link] rule in the American Revolution[image: External link] by signing the 1776 Declaration of Independence[image: External link]. The State of Georgia's first constitution was ratified in February 1777. Georgia was the 10th state to ratify the Articles of Confederation on July 24, 1778,[12] and was the 4th state to ratify the current Constitution[image: External link] on January 2, 1788.

In 1829, gold was discovered in the North Georgia mountains[image: External link], which led to the Georgia Gold Rush[image: External link] and an established federal mint in Dahlonega[image: External link], which continued its operation until 1861. The subsequent influx of white settlers put pressure on the government to take land from the Cherokee Nation[image: External link]. In 1830, President[image: External link] Andrew Jackson[image: External link] signed the Indian Removal Act[image: External link] into law, sending many eastern Native American nations to reservations[image: External link] in present-day Oklahoma, including all of Georgia's tribes. Despite the Supreme Court's ruling in Worcester v. Georgia[image: External link] (1832) that ruled U.S. states were not permitted to redraw the Indian boundaries, President Jackson and the state of Georgia ignored the ruling. In 1838, his successor, Martin Van Buren[image: External link], dispatched federal troops to gather the Cherokee and deport them west of the Mississippi[image: External link]. This forced relocation, known as the Trail of Tears[image: External link], led to the death of over 4,000 Cherokees.

In early 1861, Georgia joined the Confederacy[image: External link] and became a major theater[image: External link] of the Civil War[image: External link]. Major battles took place at Chickamauga[image: External link], Kennesaw Mountain[image: External link], and Atlanta. In December 1864, a large swath of the state from Atlanta to Savannah was destroyed during General William Tecumseh Sherman[image: External link]'s March to the Sea[image: External link]. 18,253 Georgian soldiers died in service, roughly 1 of every 5 who served.[13] In 1870, following the Reconstruction Era[image: External link], Georgia became the last Confederate state to be restored to the Union[image: External link].

With white Democrats having regained power in the state legislature, they passed a poll tax[image: External link] in 1877, which disenfranchised[image: External link] many poor blacks and whites, preventing them from registering.[14] In 1908, the state established a white primary[image: External link]; with the only competitive contests within the Democratic Party, it was another way to exclude blacks from politics.[15] They constituted 46.7% of the state's population in 1900, but the proportion of Georgia's population that was African American dropped thereafter to 28% primarily due to leaving the state during the Great Migration[image: External link].[16] This disfranchisement persisted through the mid-1960s, until federal legislation with the Voting Rights Act of 1965[image: External link].
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]
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 Boundaries




Beginning from the Atlantic Ocean, the state's eastern border with South Carolina runs up the Savannah River[image: External link], northwest to its origin at the confluence[image: External link] of the Tugaloo[image: External link] and Seneca Rivers[image: External link]. It then continues up the Tugaloo (originally Tugalo) and into the Chattooga River[image: External link], its most significant tributary[image: External link]. These bounds were decided in the 1797 Treaty of Beaufort[image: External link], and tested in the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] in the two Georgia v. South Carolina[image: External link] cases in 1923 and 1989.

The border then takes a sharp turn around the tip of Rabun County[image: External link], at latitude 35°N[image: External link], though from this point it diverges slightly south (due to inaccuracies in the original survey). This northern border was originally the Georgia and North Carolina border all the way to the Mississippi River[image: External link], until Tennessee[image: External link] was divided from North Carolina[image: External link], and the Yazoo companies induced the legislature of Georgia to pass an act, approved by the governor in 1795, to sell the greater part of Georgia's territory presently comprising Alabama[image: External link] and Mississippi[image: External link].[17]

The state's western border runs in a straight line south-southeastward from a point southwest of Chattanooga[image: External link], to meet the Chattahoochee River[image: External link] near West Point[image: External link]. It continues downriver to the point where it joins the Flint River[image: External link] (the confluence of the two forming Florida's Apalachicola River[image: External link]); the southern border goes almost due east and very slightly south, in a straight line to the St. Mary's River[image: External link], which then forms the remainder of the boundary back to the ocean.

The water boundaries are still set to be the original thalweg[image: External link] of the rivers. Since then, several have been inundated by lakes created by dams, including the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee/Flint[image: External link] point now under Lake Seminole[image: External link].

Georgia state legislators have claimed that in an 1818 survey, the state's border with Tennessee was erroneously placed one mile (1.6 km) farther south than intended, and they proposed a correction in 2010. The state was then in the midst of a significant drought, and the new border would allow Georgia access to water from the Tennessee River[image: External link].[18]
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 Geology and terrain




Main article: Geology of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


Each region has its own distinctive characteristics. For instance, the Ridge and Valley, which lies in the northwest corner of the state, includes limestone, sandstone, shale and other sedimentary rocks, which have yielded construction-grade limestone, barite, ocher, and small amounts of coal.
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 Flora




The state of Georgia has approximately 250 tree species and 58 protected plants. Georgia's native trees include red cedar[image: External link], a variety of pines, oaks, hollies, cypress[image: External link], sweetgum[image: External link], scaly-bark and white hickories[image: External link] and sabal palmetto[image: External link]. East Georgia is in the subtropical coniferous forest biome and conifer species as other broadleaf evergreen flora make up the majority of the southern and coastal regions. Yellow jasmine[image: External link], and mountain laurel[image: External link] make up just a few of the flowering shrubs in the state.
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 Fauna




White-tailed (Virginia) deer[image: External link] are in nearly all counties. The northern mockingbird[image: External link] and brown thrasher[image: External link] are among the 160 bird species that live in the state.[19]

Reptiles and amphibians include the eastern diamondback[image: External link], copperhead[image: External link], and cottonmouth[image: External link], salamanders[image: External link], frogs, alligators[image: External link] and toads[image: External link]. There are about 79 species of reptile and 63 amphibians known to live in Georgia.[19]

The most popular freshwater game fish are trout[image: External link], bream[image: External link], bass[image: External link], and catfish[image: External link], all but the last of which are produced in state hatcheries for restocking. Popular saltwater game fish include red drum[image: External link], spotted seatrout[image: External link], flounder[image: External link], and tarpon[image: External link]. Porpoises[image: External link], whales, shrimp[image: External link], oysters[image: External link], and blue crabs[image: External link] are found inshore and offshore of the Georgia coast.[19]
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Main article: Climate of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


The majority of the state is primarily a humid subtropical climate[image: External link]. Hot and humid summers are typical, except at the highest elevations. The entire state, including the North Georgia mountains[image: External link], receives moderate to heavy precipitation, which varies from 45 inches (1143 mm) in central Georgia[20] to approximately 75 inches (1905 mm) around the northeast part of the state.[21] The degree to which the weather of a certain region of Georgia is subtropical depends on the latitude, its proximity to the Atlantic Ocean or Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], and the elevation. The latter factor is felt chiefly in the mountainous areas of the northern part of the state, which are farther away from the ocean and can be 4500 feet (1350 m) above sea level. The USDA Plant hardiness zones[image: External link] for Georgia range from zone 6b (no colder than −5 °F (−21 °C) ) in the Blue Ridge Mountains[image: External link] to zone 8b (no colder than 15 °F (−9 °C) ) along the Atlantic[image: External link] coast and Florida border.[22]

The highest temperature ever recorded is 112 °F (44.4 °C) in Louisville[image: External link] on July 24, 1952,[23] while the lowest is −17 °F (−27.2 °C) in northern Floyd County[image: External link] on January 27, 1940.[24] Georgia is one of the leading states in frequency of tornadoes[image: External link], though they are rarely stronger than F1[image: External link]. Although tornadoes striking the city are very rare,[25] a F2[image: External link] nonviolent tornado[25] hit downtown Atlanta on March 14, 2008, causing moderate to severe damage to various buildings. With a coastline on the Atlantic Ocean, Georgia is also vulnerable to hurricanes[image: External link], although direct hurricane strikes were rare during the 20th century. Georgia often is affected by hurricanes that strike the Florida panhandle, weaken over land, and bring strong tropical storm[image: External link] winds and heavy rain to the interior, as well as hurricanes that come close to the Georgia coastline, brushing the coast on their way north.



	Monthly average daily high and low temperatures for major Georgia cities



	City
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	Athens
	51/11

33/1
	56/13

35/2
	65/18

42/6
	73/23

49/9
	80/27

58/14
	87/31

65/18
	90/32

69/21
	88/31

68/20
	82/28

63/17
	73/23

51/11
	63/17

42/6
	54/12

35/2



	Atlanta
	52/11

34/1
	57/14

36/2
	65/18

44/7
	73/23

50/10
	80/27

60/16
	86/30

67/19
	89/32

71/22
	88/31

70/21
	82/28

64/18
	73/23

53/12
	63/17

44/7
	55/13

36/2



	Augusta
	56/13

33/1
	61/16

36/4
	69/21

42/6
	77/25

48/9
	84/29

57/14
	90/32

65/18
	92/33

70/21
	90/32

68/20
	85/29

62/17
	76/24

50/10
	68/20

41/5
	59/15

35/2



	Columbus
	57/14

37/3
	62/17

39/4
	69/21

46/8
	76/24

52/11
	83/28

61/16
	90/32

69/21
	92/33

72/22
	91/32

72/22
	86/30

66/19
	77/25

54/12
	68/20

46/8
	59/15

39/4



	Macon
	57/14

34/1
	61/16

37/3
	68/20

44/7
	76/24

50/10
	83/28

59/15
	90/32

67/19
	92/33

70/21
	90/32

70/21
	85/29

64/18
	77/25

51/11
	68/20

42/6
	59/15

36/2



	Savannah
	60/16

38/3
	64/18

41/5
	71/22

48/9
	78/26

53/12
	84/29

61/16
	90/32

68/20
	92/33

72/22
	90/32

71/22
	86/30

67/19
	78/26

56/13
	70/21

47/8
	63/17

40/4



	Temperatures are given in °F/°C format, with highs on top of lows.[26]
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Main article: Demographics of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	82,548
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	162,686
	
	97.1%



	1810[image: External link]
	251,407
	
	54.5%



	1820[image: External link]
	340,989
	
	35.6%



	1830[image: External link]
	516,823
	
	51.6%



	1840[image: External link]
	691,392
	
	33.8%



	1850[image: External link]
	906,185
	
	31.1%



	1860[image: External link]
	1,057,286
	
	16.7%



	1870[image: External link]
	1,184,109
	
	12.0%



	1880[image: External link]
	1,542,181
	
	30.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,837,353
	
	19.1%



	1900[image: External link]
	2,216,331
	
	20.6%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,609,121
	
	17.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	2,895,832
	
	11.0%



	1930[image: External link]
	2,908,506
	
	0.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	3,123,723
	
	7.4%



	1950[image: External link]
	3,444,578
	
	10.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	3,943,116
	
	14.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	4,589,575
	
	16.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	5,463,105
	
	19.0%



	1990[image: External link]
	6,478,216
	
	18.6%



	2000[image: External link]
	8,186,453
	
	26.4%



	2010[image: External link]
	9,687,653
	
	18.3%



	Est. 2016
	10,310,371
	
	6.4%



	1910–2010[27]

2015 Estimate[28]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of Georgia was 10,214,860 on July 1, 2015, a 5.44% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[28]

In 2015, Georgia had an estimated population of 10,214,860 which was an increase of 117,517 from the previous year, and an increase of 527,207 since 2010. This includes a natural increase since the last census of 438,939 people (that is 849,414 births minus 410,475 deaths) and an increase from net migration of 606,673 people into the state. Immigration[image: External link] resulted in a net increase of 228,415 people, and migration within the country produced a net increase of 378,258 people.

As of 2010, the state has the sixth highest number of illegal immigrants in the country. There were 35,000 in 1990; the count more than doubled from January 2000 to January 2009, at 480,000.[29]

There were 743,000 veterans[image: External link] in 2009.[30]
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According to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], Georgia had a population of 9,687,653. In terms of race and ethnicity, the state was 59.7% White (55.9% Non-Hispanic White[image: External link] Alone), 30.5% Black[image: External link] or African American, 0.3% American Indian and Alaska Native, 3.2% Asian[image: External link], 0.1% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, 4.0% from Some Other Race, and 2.1% from Two or More Races. Hispanics[image: External link] and Latinos of any race made up 8.8% of the population.[31]



	Georgia Racial Breakdown of Population



	Racial composition
	1990[32]
	2000[33]
	2010[34]



	White[image: External link]
	71.0%
	65.1%
	59.7%



	Black[image: External link]
	27.0%
	28.7%
	30.5%



	Asian[image: External link]
	1.2%
	2.1%
	3.3%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.2%
	0.3%
	0.3%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	0.1%
	0.1%



	Other race[image: External link]
	0.6%
	2.4%
	4.0%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	1.4%
	2.1%




As of 2011, 58.8% of Georgia's population younger than age 1 were minorities (meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white) compared to other states like California with 75.1%, New York with 55.6%, and Texas with 69.8%.[35]

The largest European ancestry groups are:


	
English[image: External link] 8.1%

	
Irish[image: External link] 8.1%[36]


	
German[image: External link] 7.2%[37]




In the 1980 census 1,584,303 Georgians claimed English[image: External link] ancestry out of a total state population of 3,994,817, making them 40% of the state, and the largest ethnic group at the time.[38] Today, many of these same people claiming that they are of "American" ancestry are actually of English descent, and some are of Scots-Irish[image: External link] descent; however, their families have lived in the state for so long, in many cases since the colonial period, that they choose to identify simply as having "American" ancestry or do not in fact know their own ancestry. Their ancestry primarily goes back to the original thirteen colonies and for this reason many of them today simply claim "American" ancestry, though they are of predominately English ancestry.[39][40][41][42]

As of 2004, 7.7% of Georgia's population was reported as under 5 years of age, 26.4% under 18, and 9.6% were 65 or older. Also as of 2004, females made up approximately 50.6% of the population and African Americans made up approximately 29.6%.

Historically, about half of Georgia's population was composed of African Americans who, before the Civil War, were almost exclusively enslaved. The Great Migration[image: External link] of hundreds of thousands of blacks from the rural South to the industrial North from 1914–70 reduced the African American population.[43]

Georgia had the second-fastest-growing Asian population growth in the U.S. from 1990 to 2000, more than doubling in size during the ten-year period.[44] In addition, according to census estimates, Georgia ranks third among the states in terms of the percent of the total population that is African American (after Mississippi[image: External link] and Louisiana[image: External link]) and third in numerical Black population after New York and Florida. Georgia was the state with the largest numerical increase in the black population from 2006 to 2007 with 84,000.

Georgia is the state with the third-lowest percentage of older people (65 or older), at 12.8 percent (as of 2015).[45]

The colonial settlement of large numbers of Scottish American[image: External link], English American[image: External link] and Scotch-Irish Americans[image: External link] in the mountains and piedmont, and coastal settlement by some English Americans[image: External link] and African Americans, have strongly influenced the state's culture in food, language and music. The concentration of Africans imported to coastal areas in the 18th century repeatedly from rice-growing regions of West Africa led to the development of Gullah[image: External link]-Geechee language and culture in the Low Country among African Americans. They share a unique heritage in which African traditions of food, religion and culture were continued more than in some other areas. In the creolization of Southern culture, their foodways became an integral part of all Southern cooking in the Low Country.[46][47]
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	Top 10 Non-English Languages Spoken in Georgia



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[48]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	7.42%



	Korean[image: External link]
	0.51%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.44%



	French[image: External link]
	0.42%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (including Mandarin[image: External link])
	0.38%



	German[image: External link]
	0.29%



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.23%



	
Niger-Congo languages[image: External link] of West Africa[image: External link] ( Ibo[image: External link], Kru[image: External link], and Yoruba[image: External link])
	0.21%



	Gujarati[image: External link]
	0.18%



	
Portuguese[image: External link] and French Creole[image: External link]

	0.16%




As of 2010, 87.35% (7,666,663) of Georgia residents age 5 and older spoke English[image: External link] at home as a primary language[image: External link], while 7.42% (651,583) spoke Spanish[image: External link], 0.51% (44,702) Korean[image: External link], 0.44% (38,244) Vietnamese[image: External link], 0.42% (36,679) French[image: External link], 0.38% (33,009) Chinese[image: External link] (which includes Mandarin[image: External link]), and German[image: External link], which was spoken as a main language[image: External link] by 0.29% (23,351) of the population over the age of five. In total, 12.65% (1,109,888) of Georgia's population age 5 and older spoke a mother language[image: External link] other than English.[48]
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Populations indicated above are the latest 2016 estimates from the US Census Bureau. In 2012, voters in Macon and Bibb County approved the consolidation of the city of Macon and unincorporated Bibb County; they officially merged on January 1, 2014. Macon joined Columbus, Augusta, and Athens as consolidated cities in Georgia.


	The U.S. Census Bureau lists fourteen metropolitan areas in Georgia[image: External link]. The largest, Atlanta, is the ninth most populous[image: External link] metro area in the United States.
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The composition of religious affiliation in Georgia is 70% Protestant, 9% Catholic, 1% Mormon, 1% Jewish, 0.5% Muslim, 0.5% Buddhist, and 0.5% Hindu. Atheists, deists[image: External link], agnostics[image: External link], and other unaffiliated people make up 13% of the population.[49] The largest Christian denominations by number of adherents in 2010 were the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 1,759,317; the United Methodist Church[image: External link] with 619,394; and the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 596,384. Non-denominational Evangelical Protestant[image: External link] had 566,782 members, the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee)[image: External link] has 175,184 members, and the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.[image: External link] has 172,982 members.[50] The Presbyterian Church (USA)[image: External link] is the largest Presbyterian body in the state, with 300 congregations and 100,000 members. The other large body, Presbyterian Church in America[image: External link], had at its founding date 14 congregations and 2,800 members; in 2010 it counted 139 congregations and 32,000 members.[51][52] The Roman Catholic Church is noteworthy in Georgia's urban areas, and includes the Archdiocese of Atlanta[image: External link] and the Diocese of Savannah[image: External link]. Georgia is home to the largest Hindu temple in the United States, the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir Atlanta[image: External link]. Georgia is home to several historical synagogues including The Temple (Atlanta)[image: External link], Congregation Beth Jacob (Atlanta)[image: External link], and Congregation Mickve Israel (Savannah)[image: External link]. Chabad[image: External link] and the Rohr Jewish Learning Institute[image: External link] are also active in the state.[53][54]
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Main article: Government of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 State government




See also: List of governors of Georgia[image: External link] and Georgia elected officials[image: External link]


As with all other US states and the federal government, Georgia's government is based on the separation of legislative, executive, and judicial power[image: External link].[55] Executive authority in the state rests with the governor[image: External link], currently Nathan Deal[image: External link] ( Republican[image: External link]). Both the Governor of Georgia[image: External link] and lieutenant governor[image: External link] are elected on separate ballots to four-year terms of office. Unlike the federal government, but like many other U.S. States, most of the executive officials who comprise the governor's cabinet are elected by the citizens of Georgia rather than appointed by the governor.

Legislative authority resides in the General Assembly[image: External link], composed of the Senate[image: External link] and House of Representatives[image: External link]. The Lieutenant Governor presides over the Senate[image: External link], while members of the House of Representatives select their own Speaker. The Georgia Constitution[image: External link] mandates a maximum of 56 senators, elected from single-member districts, and a minimum of 180 representatives, apportioned among representative districts (which sometimes results in more than one representative per district); there are currently 56 senators and 180 representatives. The term of office for senators and representatives is two years.[56] The laws enacted by the General Assembly are codified in the Official Code of Georgia Annotated[image: External link].

State judicial authority rests with the state Supreme Court[image: External link] and Court of Appeals[image: External link], which have statewide authority.[57] In addition, there are smaller courts which have more limited geographical jurisdiction, including Superior Courts, State Courts, Juvenile Courts, Magistrate Courts and Probate Courts. Justices of the Supreme Court and judges of the Court of Appeals are elected statewide by the citizens in non-partisan elections to six-year terms. Judges for the smaller courts are elected to four-year terms by the state's citizens who live within that court's jurisdiction.
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Further information: List of counties in Georgia[image: External link]


Georgia consists of 159 counties[image: External link], second only to Texas, with 254.[58] Georgia had 161 counties until the end of 1931, when Milton[image: External link] and Campbell[image: External link] were merged into the existing Fulton[image: External link]. Some counties have been named for prominent figures in both American and Georgian history, and many bear names with Native American origin. Counties in Georgia have their own elected legislative branch, usually called the Board of Commissioners, which usually also has executive authority in the county.[59] Several counties have a sole Commissioner[image: External link] form of government, with legislative and executive authority vested in a single person. Georgia is the only state with Sole Commissioner counties. Georgia's Constitution provides all counties and cities with "home rule[image: External link]" authority. The county commissions have considerable power to pass legislation within their county, as a municipality would.

Georgia recognizes all local units of government as cities, so every incorporated town is legally a city. Georgia does not provide for townships[image: External link] or independent cities[image: External link], though there have been bills proposed in the Legislature to provide for townships;[60] it does allow consolidated city-county[image: External link] governments by local referendum[image: External link]. All of Georgia's second-tier cities except Savannah[image: External link] have now formed consolidated city-county governments by referendum: Columbus[image: External link] (in 1970), Athens[image: External link] (1990), Augusta[image: External link] (1995), and Macon[image: External link] (2012). (Augusta and Athens have excluded one or more small, incorporated towns within their consolidated boundaries, while Macon has excluded a small unincorporated area; Columbus eventually absorbed all smaller incorporated entities within its consolidated boundaries.) The small town of Cusseta[image: External link] adopted a consolidated city-county government in 2003.

There is no true metropolitan government[image: External link] in Georgia, though the Atlanta Regional Commission[image: External link] (ARC) and Georgia Regional Transportation Authority[image: External link] do provide some services, and the ARC must approve all major land development[image: External link] projects in the Atlanta metropolitan area[image: External link].
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Main article: Elections in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


See also: United States presidential election, 2004, in Georgia[image: External link] and Political party strength in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]




	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	
51.30% 2,068,623

	45.60% 1,837,300




	2012[image: External link]
	
53.40% 2,070,221

	45.44% 1,761,761




	2008[image: External link]
	
52.20% 2,048,744

	47.00% 1,844,137




	2004[image: External link]
	
57.97% 1,914,254

	41.37% 1,366,149




	2000[image: External link]
	
54.67% 1,419,720

	42.98% 1,116,230




	1996[image: External link]
	
47.01% 1,080,843

	45.84% 1,053,849




	1992[image: External link]
	42.88% 995,252

	
43.47% 1,008,966




	1988[image: External link]
	
59.75% 1,081,331

	39.50% 714,792




	1984[image: External link]
	
60.17% 1,068,722

	39.79% 706,628




	1980[image: External link]
	40.95% 654,168

	
55.76% 890,733




	1976[image: External link]
	32.96% 483,743

	
66.74% 979,409




	1972[image: External link]
	
75.04% 881,496

	24.65% 289,529




	
1968[image: External link]*
	30.40% 380,111

	26.75% 334,440




	1964[image: External link]
	
54.12% 616,584

	41.15% 522,557




	1960[image: External link]
	37.43% 274,472

	
62.54% 458,638




	1956[image: External link]
	32.65% 216,652

	
66.48% 441,094




	1952[image: External link]
	30.34% 198,979

	
69.66% 456,823




	1948[image: External link]
	18.31% 76,691

	
60.81% 254,646




	1944[image: External link]
	18.25% 59,880

	
81.74% 268,187




	1940[image: External link]
	14.83% 46,360

	
84.85% 265,194




	*State won by George Wallace[image: External link]

of the American Independent Party[image: External link],

at 42.83%, or 535,550 votes




Until 1964, Georgia's state government had the longest unbroken record of single-party dominance, by the Democratic Party[image: External link], of any state in the Union. This record was established largely due to the disenfranchisement of most blacks[image: External link] and many poor whites by the state in its constitution and laws in the early 20th century. Some elements, such as requiring payment of poll taxes and passing literacy tests, prevented blacks from registering to vote; their exclusion from the political system lasted into the 1960s and reduced the Republican Party to a non-competitive status in the early 20th century.[61]

White Democrats regained power after Reconstruction due in part to the efforts of some using intimidation and violence, but this method came into disrepute.[62] In 1900, shortly before Georgia adopted a disfranchising constitutional amendment in 1908, blacks comprised 47% of the state's population.[63]

The whites dealt with this problem of potential political power by the 1908 amendment, which in practice disenfranchised blacks and poor whites, nearly half of the state population. It required that any male at least 21 years of age wanting to register to vote must also: (a) be of good character and able to pass a test on citizenship, (b) be able to read and write provisions of the U.S. and Georgia constitutions, or (c) own at least 40 acres of land or $500 in property. Any Georgian who had fought in any war from the American Revolution through the Spanish–American War was exempted from these additional qualifications. More importantly, any Georgian descended from a veteran of any of these wars also was exempted. Because by 1908 many white Georgia males were grandsons of veterans and/or owned the required property, the exemption and the property requirement basically allowed only well-to-do whites to vote. The qualifications of good character, citizenship knowledge, and literacy (all determined subjectively by white registrars), and property ownership were used to disqualify most blacks and poor whites, preventing them from registering to vote. The voter rolls dropped dramatically.[62][64] In the early 20th century, Progressives promoted electoral reform and reducing the power of ward bosses to clean up politics. Their additional rules, such as the eight-box law, continued to effectively close out people who were illiterate.[15] White, one-party rule was solidified.

For more than 130 years, from 1872 to 2003, Georgians nominated and elected only white Democratic governors, and white Democrats held the majority of seats in the General Assembly.[65] Most of the Democrats elected throughout these years were Southern Democrats[image: External link], who were fiscally and socially conservative by national standards.[66][67] This voting pattern continued after the segregationist period.[68]

Legal segregation was ended by passage of federal legislation in the 1960s. According to the 1960 census, the proportion of Georgia's population that was African American was 28%; hundreds of thousands of blacks had left the state in the Great Migration[image: External link] to the North and Midwest. New white residents arrived through migration and immigration. Following support from the national Democratic Party for the civil rights movement and especially civil rights legislation of 1964 and 1965, most African-American voters, as well as other minority voters, have largely supported the Democratic Party in Georgia.[69] In the decades since the late 20th century, the conservative white-majority voters have increasingly supported Republicans for national and state offices.

In 2003, incumbent moderate Democratic Governor Roy Barnes[image: External link] was defeated by Republican Sonny Perdue[image: External link], a state legislator and former Democrat. While Democrats retained control of the State House, they lost their majority in the Senate when four Democrats switched parties. They lost the House in the 2004 election. Republicans then controlled all three partisan elements of the state government.

Even before 2003, the state had become increasingly supportive of Republicans in Presidential elections. It has supported a Democrat for president only three times since 1960. In 1976 and 1980, native son Jimmy Carter[image: External link] carried the state; in 1992, the former Arkansas governor Bill Clinton[image: External link] narrowly won the state. Generally, Republicans are strongest in the predominantly white suburban (especially the Atlanta suburbs) and rural portions of the state.[70] Many of these areas were represented by conservative Democrats in the state legislature well into the 21st century. One of the most conservative of these was U.S. Congressman Larry McDonald[image: External link], former head of the John Birch Society[image: External link], who died when the Soviet Union[image: External link] shot down KAL 007[image: External link] near Sakhalin Island[image: External link]. Democratic candidates have tended to win a higher percentage of the vote in the areas where black voters are most numerous,[70] as well as in the cities among liberal urban populations (especially Atlanta and Athens), and the rural Black Belt[image: External link] region that passes through the central and southwestern portion of the state.

The ascendancy of the Republican Party in Georgia and in the South in general resulted in Georgia U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] member Newt Gingrich[image: External link] being elected as Speaker of the House[image: External link] following the election of a Republican majority in the House in 1994. Gingrich served as Speaker until 1999, when he resigned in the aftermath of the loss of House seats held by members of the GOP. Gingrich mounted an unsuccessful bid for President in the 2012 election, but withdrew after winning only the South Carolina and Georgia primaries.

In recent events, Democrat Jim Martin[image: External link] ran against incumbent Republican Senator Saxby Chambliss[image: External link]. Chambliss failed to acquire the necessary 50 percent of votes, a Libertarian Party candidate receiving the remainder of votes. In the runoff election[image: External link] held on December 2, 2008, Chambliss became the second Georgia Republican to be reelected to the U.S. Senate.

As of the 2010 reapportionment[image: External link], the state has 14 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives. These are held by 10 Republicans and 4 Democrats. The Georgia House of Representatives has 61 Democrats, 118 Republicans, and 1 Independent, while the Georgia Senate has 17 Democrats and 39 Republicans.[71][72]
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


During the 1960s and 1970s, Georgia made significant changes in civil rights and governance. As in many other states, its legislature had not reapportioned congressional districts according to population from 1931 to after the 1960 census. Problems of malapportionment in the state legislature, where rural districts had outsize power in relation to urban districts, such as Atlanta's, were corrected after the US Supreme Court ruling in Wesberry v. Sanders[image: External link] (1964). The court ruled that congressional districts had to be reapportioned to have essentially equal populations.

A related case, Reynolds v. Sims[image: External link] (1964), required state legislatures to end their use of geographical districts or counties in favor of "one man, one vote;" that is, districts based upon approximately equal populations, to be reviewed and changed as necessary after each census. These changes resulted in residents of Atlanta and other urban areas gaining political power in Georgia in proportion to their populations.[73] From the mid-1960s, the voting electorate increased after African Americans' rights to vote were enforced under civil rights law.

Economic growth through this period was dominated by Atlanta and its region. It was a bedrock of the emerging "New South[image: External link]". From the late 20th century, Atlanta attracted headquarters and relocated workers of national companies, becoming more diverse, liberal and cosmopolitan than many areas of the state.

In the 21st century, many conservative Democrats, including former U.S. Senator and governor Zell Miller[image: External link], decided to support Republicans. The state's socially conservative bent results in wide support for such measures as restrictions on abortion. In 2004, a state constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriages[image: External link] was approved by 76% of voters.[74] However, after the United States Supreme Court issued its ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link], all Georgia counties came into full compliance, recognizing the rights of same-sex couples to marry in the State.[75]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economy




See also: Georgia (U.S. state) locations by per capita income[image: External link]


Georgia's 2010 total gross state product[image: External link] was $403 billion.[76] Its per capita personal income[image: External link] for 2011 put it 39th in the nation at $35,979.[77] For years Georgia as a state has had the highest credit rating[image: External link] by Standard & Poor's[image: External link] (AAA) and is one of only 15 states with a AAA rating.[78] If Georgia were a stand-alone country, it would be the 28th largest economy in the world.[79]

There are 15 Fortune 500 companies and 26 Fortune 1000 companies with headquarters in Georgia, including such names as Home Depot[image: External link], UPS[image: External link], Coca-Cola[image: External link], Delta Air Lines[image: External link], Aflac[image: External link], Southern Company[image: External link], Anthem Inc.[image: External link] (one of the largest health benefits companies), Honeywell[image: External link], and SunTrust Banks[image: External link]. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link], the world's busiest airport as measured by both passenger traffic and aircraft traffic, is located in Georgia.[80][81] Georgia has over 1,700 internationally headquartered facilities representing 43 countries, employing more than 112,000 Georgians with an estimated capital investment of $23 billion.

Atlanta has a large effect on the state of Georgia, the Southeastern United States, and beyond. Atlanta has been the site of growth in real estate, service, logistics and the communications and film industries, while tourism is important to the economy. Atlanta is a global city[image: External link], also called world city or sometimes alpha city or world center, as a city generally considered to be an important node in the global economic system.

For the past four years, Georgia has been ranked the top state in the nation to do business.[82]
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 Agriculture




Widespread farms produce peanuts, corn, and soybeans across middle and south Georgia. The state is the number one producer of pecans in the world, with the region around Albany[image: External link] in southwest Georgia[image: External link] being the center of Georgia's pecan production. Gainesville in northeast Georgia touts itself as the Poultry Capital of the World. Georgia is in the top five blueberry producers in the United States.[83]

Georgia's agricultural outputs include poultry and eggs[image: External link], pecans[image: External link], peaches[image: External link], cotton, peanuts, rye[image: External link], cattle, hogs[image: External link], dairy products[image: External link], turfgrass[image: External link], timber, particularly pine trees, tobacco and vegetables.
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 Mining




Major products in the mineral industry include a variety of clays, stones, sands and the clay palygorskite[image: External link], known as attapulgite.
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 Industry




Industry in Georgia is diverse.

While many textile jobs moved overseas, there is still a textile industry located around the cities of Rome[image: External link], Columbus[image: External link], Augusta[image: External link], Macon[image: External link] and along the I-75 corridor between Atlanta and Chattanooga, Tennessee[image: External link]. Historically it started along the fall line in the Piedmont, where factories were powered by waterfalls and rivers. It includes the towns of Cartersville, Calhoun[image: External link], Ringgold[image: External link] and Dalton[image: External link][84]

In November 2009, Kia started production in Georgia at the first U.S. Kia Motors plant, Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia[image: External link] in West Point[image: External link].

Industrial products include textiles and apparel[image: External link], transportation equipment, food processing, paper products, chemicals[image: External link] and products, and electric equipment.
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 Logistics




The Georgia Ports Authority[image: External link] owns and operates four ports in the state: Port of Savannah[image: External link], Port of Brunswick[image: External link], Port Bainbridge[image: External link], and Port Columbus. The Port of Savannah[image: External link] is the fourth largest seaport[image: External link] in the United States, importing and exporting a total of 2.3 million TEUs[image: External link] per year.[85] Several major companies including Target[image: External link], IKEA[image: External link], and Heineken[image: External link] operate distribution centers in close proximity to the Port of Savannah.
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 Military




Southern Congressmen have attracted major investment by the US military in the state. The several US military installations include Fort Stewart[image: External link], Hunter Army Airfield[image: External link], Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay[image: External link], Fort Benning[image: External link], Moody Air Force Base[image: External link], Robins Air Force Base[image: External link], Fort Gordon[image: External link], Marine Corps Logistics Base Albany[image: External link], Dobbins Air Reserve Base[image: External link], Coast Guard Air Station Savannah[image: External link] and Coast Guard Station Brunswick. These installations command numerous jobs and business for related contractors.
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 Energy use and production




Georgia's electricity generation and consumption are among the highest in the United States, with natural gas being the primary electrical generation fuel, followed by coal. The state also has two nuclear power facilities, Plant Hatch and Plant Vogtle, which contribute almost one fourth of Georgia's electricity generation, and an additional two nuclear power plants are under construction at Plant Vogtle. In 2013, the generation mix was 39% gas, 35% coal, 23% nuclear, 3% hydro and other renewable sources. The leading area of energy consumption is the industrial sector because Georgia "is a leader in the energy-intensive wood and paper products industry".[86] Solar generated energy is becoming more in use with solar energy generators currently installed ranking Georgia 15th in the country in installed solar capacity. In 2013, $189 million was invested in Georgia to install solar for home, business and utility use representing a 795% increase over the previous year.[87]
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 State taxes




Georgia has a progressive income tax[image: External link] structure with six brackets of state income tax[image: External link] rates that range from 1% to 6%. In 2009, Georgians paid 9% of their income in state and local taxes, compared to the US average of 9.8% of income.[88] This ranks Georgia 25th among the states for total state and local tax burden.[88] The state sales tax[image: External link] in Georgia is 4%[89] with additional percentages added through local options (e.g. Special-purpose local-option sales tax[image: External link] or SPLOST), but there is no sales tax on prescription drugs[image: External link], certain medical devices, or food items for home consumption.[90]

The state legislature[image: External link] may allow municipalities to institute local sales taxes and special local taxes, such as the 2% SPLOST tax and the 1% sales tax for MARTA[image: External link] serviced counties. Excise taxes[image: External link] are levied on alcohol, tobacco, and motor fuel. Owners of real property[image: External link] in Georgia pay property tax[image: External link] to their county. All taxes are collected by the Georgia Department of Revenue[image: External link] and then properly distributed according to any agreements that each county has with its cities.
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 Film




Main article: Film industry in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


The Georgia Film, Music and Digital Entertainment Office promotes filming in the state.[91] Since 1972, seven hundred film and television projects have been filmed on location in Georgia.[92] In 2008–2009, Georgia's film and television industry created a $1.15 billion economic impact on the state's economy.[93]
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 Tourism




In the Atlanta area, World of Coke[image: External link], Georgia Aquarium[image: External link], Zoo Atlanta[image: External link] and Stone Mountain[image: External link] are important tourist attractions.[94][95] Stone Mountain is Georgia's "most popular attraction"; receiving over four million tourists per year.[96][97] The Georgia Aquarium, in Atlanta, was the largest aquarium in the world in 2010 according to Guinness World Records[image: External link].[98]

Callaway Gardens[image: External link], in western Georgia, is a family resort.[99] The area is also popular with golfers.

The Savannah Historic District[image: External link] attracts over eleven million tourists each year.[100]

The Golden Isles[image: External link] are a string of barrier islands off the Atlantic coast of Georgia near Brunswick that include beaches, golf courses and the Cumberland Island National Seashore[image: External link].

Several sites honor the lives and careers of noted American leaders: the Little White House[image: External link] in Warm Springs[image: External link], which served as the summer residence of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt[image: External link] while he was being treated for polio[image: External link]; President Jimmy Carter[image: External link]'s hometown of Plains[image: External link] and the Carter Presidential Center[image: External link] in Atlanta; the Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site[image: External link] in Atlanta, which is the final resting place of Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] and Coretta Scott King[image: External link]; and Atlanta's Ebenezer Baptist Church[image: External link], where Dr. King preached.
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 Cultural




Main article: Culture of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]
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 Fine and performing arts




Georgia's major fine art museums include the High Museum of Art[image: External link] and the Michael C. Carlos Museum[image: External link], both in Atlanta; the Georgia Museum of Art[image: External link] on the campus of the University of Georgia[image: External link] in Athens; Telfair Museum of Art[image: External link] and the SCAD Museum of Art[image: External link] in Savannah; and the Morris Museum of Art[image: External link] in Augusta.[101]

The state theatre of Georgia is the Springer Opera House[image: External link] located in Columbus[image: External link].

The Atlanta Opera[image: External link] brings opera to Georgia stages.[102] The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] is the most widely recognized orchestra and largest arts organization in the southeastern United States.[103]

There are a number of performing arts venues in the state, among the largest are the Fox Theatre[image: External link], and the Alliance Theatre[image: External link] at the Woodruff Arts Center[image: External link], both on Peachtree Street[image: External link] in Midtown Atlanta[image: External link] as well as the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre[image: External link], located in Northwest Atlanta.
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 Literature




Authors have grappled with Georgia's complex history. Popular novels related to this include Margaret Mitchell[image: External link]'s Gone with the Wind[image: External link], Olive Ann Burns[image: External link]' Cold Sassy Tree[image: External link], and Alice Walker[image: External link]'s The Color Purple[image: External link].

A number of noted authors, poets and playwrights have lived in Georgia, such as James Dickey[image: External link], Flannery O'Connor[image: External link], Sidney Lanier[image: External link], Frank Yerby[image: External link] and Lewis Grizzard[image: External link].[104]
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 Television




Well-known television shows set in Atlanta include, from Tyler Perry Studios[image: External link], House of Payne[image: External link] and Tyler Perry's Meet the Browns[image: External link], The Real Housewives of Atlanta[image: External link], the CBS sitcom Designing Women[image: External link], Matlock[image: External link], the popular AMC series The Walking Dead[image: External link], Lifetime Drop Dead Diva[image: External link], Rectify[image: External link] and numerous HGTV original productions[image: External link].

The Dukes of Hazzard[image: External link], a 1980s TV show that spun off several films, was set in the fictional Hazzard County, Georgia. The show was filmed at Warner Bros. back lot in Burbank, California[image: External link] and on location in Conyers[image: External link] and Covington[image: External link], Georgia as well as some locations in Atlanta[image: External link].

Also filmed in Georgia is The Vampire Diaries[image: External link], using Covington as the setting for the fictional Mystic Falls.
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 Music




Main article: Music of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


See also: List of hip hop musicians from Atlanta[image: External link]


A number of notable musicians in various genres of popular music are from Georgia. Among them are Ray Charles[image: External link] (whose many hits include "Georgia on My Mind[image: External link]", now the official state song), and Gladys Knight[image: External link] (known for her Georgia-themed song, "Midnight Train to Georgia[image: External link]").

Rock groups from Georgia include the Atlanta Rhythm Section[image: External link], The Black Crowes[image: External link], and The Allman Brothers[image: External link].

The university city of Athens[image: External link] sparked an influential rock music scene in the 1980s and 1990s. Among the groups achieving their initial prominence in that city were R.E.M.[image: External link], Widespread Panic[image: External link], and the B-52's[image: External link].

Since the 1990s, various hip-hop and R&B musicians have included top-selling artists such as Outkast[image: External link], Usher[image: External link], Ludacris[image: External link], TLC[image: External link], B.o.B.[image: External link], and Ciara[image: External link]. Atlanta is mentioned in a number of these artists' tracks, such as Usher's "A-Town Down" reference in his 2004 hit Yeah![image: External link] (which also features Atlanta artists Lil Jon[image: External link] and Ludacris), Ludacris' "Welcome to Atlanta[image: External link]", Outkast's album " ATLiens[image: External link]", and B.o.B.'s multiple references to Decatur, Georgia[image: External link], as in his hit song "Strange Clouds[image: External link]".
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 Film




Films set in Georgia include two pictures both set in Atlanta that were awarded the Oscar for Best Picture[image: External link]: Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939) and Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link] (1989). Other films set in Georgia include Deliverance[image: External link] (1972), which was based on the novel of the same name by James Dickey, and Parental Guidance[image: External link] (2012).
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


Sports in Georgia include professional teams in nearly all major sports, Olympic Games[image: External link] contenders and medalists, collegiate teams in major and small-school conferences and associations, and active amateur teams and individual sports. The state of Georgia has teams in four major professional leagues — the Atlanta Braves[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link], the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link], the Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link], and Atlanta United FC[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link].

The Georgia Bulldogs[image: External link] (Southeastern Conference[image: External link]), Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets[image: External link] (Atlantic Coast Conference[image: External link]), Georgia State Panthers[image: External link] and Georgia Southern Eagles[image: External link] (Sun Belt Conference[image: External link]) are Georgia's NCAA Division I FBS[image: External link] football teams, having won multiple national championships between them.

The 1996 Summer Olympics[image: External link] took place in Atlanta. The stadium that was built to host various Olympic events was converted to Turner Field[image: External link], the home of the Atlanta Braves through the 2016 season.

The Masters golf tournament[image: External link], the first of the PGA[image: External link] tour's four "majors"[image: External link], is held annually the second weekend of April at the Augusta National Golf Club[image: External link].

The Atlanta Motor Speedway[image: External link] hosts the Dixie 500[image: External link] NASCAR Cup Series[image: External link] stock car race and Road Atlanta[image: External link] the Petit Le Mans[image: External link] endurance sports car race.

Atlanta's Georgia Dome[image: External link] hosted Super Bowl XXVIII[image: External link] in 1994 and Super Bowl XXXIV[image: External link] in 2000. The Georgia Dome hosted the NCAA Final Four Men's Basketball National Championship[image: External link] in 2002, 2007, and 2013.[105] It hosted WWE[image: External link]'s WrestleMania XXVII[image: External link] in 2011, an event which set an attendance record of 71,617. The dome is also the venue of the annual Chick-fil-A Bowl[image: External link] post-season college football games. Since 2004 the FIRST[image: External link] World Championships have been held there.

Professional baseball's Ty Cobb[image: External link] was the first player inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame[image: External link]. He was from Narrows[image: External link] and was nicknamed the "Georgia Peach."[106]
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 Parks and recreational activities




Main article: Protected areas of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


There are 63 parks in Georgia, 48 of which are state parks and 15 that are historic sites, and numerous state wildlife preserves, under the supervision of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources[image: External link].[107] Other historic sites and parks are supervised by the National Park Service[image: External link] and include the Andersonville National Historic Site[image: External link] in Andersonville[image: External link]; Appalachian National Scenic Trail[image: External link]; Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area[image: External link] near Atlanta; Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park[image: External link] at Fort Oglethorpe[image: External link]; Cumberland Island National Seashore[image: External link] near St. Marys[image: External link]; Fort Frederica National Monument[image: External link] on St. Simons Island[image: External link]; Fort Pulaski National Monument[image: External link] in Savannah[image: External link]; Jimmy Carter National Historic Site[image: External link] near Plains[image: External link]; Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park[image: External link] near Kennesaw[image: External link]; Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site[image: External link] in Atlanta; Ocmulgee National Monument[image: External link] at Macon[image: External link]; Trail of Tears National Historic Trail[image: External link]; and the Okefenokee Swamp[image: External link] in Waycross, Georgia[image: External link][108]

Outdoor recreational activities include hiking along the Appalachian Trail[image: External link]; Civil War Heritage Trails; rock climbing[image: External link] and whitewater paddling.[109][110][111][112] Other outdoor activities include hunting and fishing.
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 Education




Main article: Education in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


Georgia county and city public school systems are administered by school boards with members elected at the local level. As of 2013, all but 19 of 181 boards are elected from single-member districts[image: External link]. Residents and activist groups in Fayette County, Georgia[image: External link] sued the board of commissioners and school board for maintaining an election system based on at-large[image: External link] voting, which tended to increase the power of the majority and effectively prevented minority participation on elected local boards for nearly 200 years.[113] A change to single-member districts has resulted in the African-American minority being able to elect representatives of its choice.

Georgia high schools (grades nine through twelve) are required to administer a standardized[image: External link], multiple choice[image: External link] End of Course Test[image: External link], or EOCT, in each of eight core subjects including algebra[image: External link], geometry[image: External link], U.S. history[image: External link], economics, biology[image: External link], physical science[image: External link], Ninth Grade Literature and composition[image: External link], and American literature[image: External link]. The official purpose of the tests is to assess "specific content knowledge and skills." Although a minimum test score is not required for the student to receive credit[image: External link] in the course, completion of the test is mandatory. The EOCT score accounts for 15% of a student's grade in the course.[114] The Georgia Milestone is taken by public school students in the state.[115]

Georgia has almost 70 public colleges, universities, and technical colleges in addition to over 45 private institutes of higher learning. Among Georgia's public universities is the flagship research university, University of Georgia[image: External link], the oldest public university in the United States[image: External link]. The University System of Georgia[image: External link] is the presiding body over public education in the state. The System includes 29 institutions of higher learning. The System is governed by the Georgia Board of Regents[image: External link].

The HOPE Scholarship[image: External link], funded by the state lottery[image: External link], is available to all Georgia residents who have graduated from high school or earned a General Educational Development[image: External link] certificate. The student must maintain a 3.2 or higher grade point average and attend a public college or university in the state.

The Georgia Historical Society[image: External link], an independent educational and research institution, has a research center located in Savannah[image: External link]. The research center's library and archives hold the oldest collection of materials related to Georgia history in the nation.
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 Media




See also: List of newspapers in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


The Atlanta metropolitan area[image: External link] is the ninth largest media market[image: External link] in the United States as ranked by Nielsen Media Research[image: External link]. The state's other top markets are Savannah[image: External link] (95th largest), Augusta[image: External link] (115th largest), and Columbus[image: External link] (127th largest).[116]

There are 48 television broadcast stations in Georgia[image: External link] including TBS[image: External link], TNT[image: External link], TCM, Cartoon Network[image: External link], CNN[image: External link] and Headline News[image: External link], all founded by notable Georgia resident Ted Turner[image: External link]. The Weather Channel[image: External link] also has its headquarters in Atlanta.

By far, the largest daily newspaper in Georgia is the Atlanta Journal-Constitution[image: External link] with a daily readership of 195,592 and a Sunday readership of 397,925.[117][118] Other large dailies include The Augusta Chronicle[image: External link], the Columbus Ledger-Enquirer[image: External link], The Telegraph[image: External link] (formerly The Macon Telegraph) and the Savannah Morning News[image: External link].

WSB-AM[image: External link] in Atlanta was the first licensed radio station in the southeastern United States, signing on in 1922. Georgia Public Radio[image: External link] has been in service since 1984[119][120] and, with the exception of Atlanta, it broadcasts daily on several FM (and one AM) stations across the state. Georgia Public Radio reaches nearly all of Georgia (with the exception of the Atlanta area, which is served by WABE[image: External link]).

WSB-TV[image: External link] in Atlanta is the state's oldest television station, having begun operations in 1948. WSB was only the second such operation founded in the Southern U.S., trailing only WTVR[image: External link] in Richmond, Virginia[image: External link].
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


Transportation in Georgia is overseen by the Georgia Department of Transportation[image: External link], a part of the executive branch of the state government[image: External link]. Georgia's major Interstate Highways[image: External link] are I-20[image: External link], I-75[image: External link], I-85[image: External link], and I-95[image: External link]. On March 18, 1998, the Georgia House of Representatives passed a resolution naming the portion of Interstate Highway 75, which runs from the Chattahoochee River northward to the Tennessee state line the Larry McDonald[image: External link] Memorial Highway. Larry McDonald, a Democratic member of the House of Representatives, had been on Korean Air Lines Flight 007[image: External link] when it was shot down by the Soviets on September 1, 1983.

Georgia's primary commercial airport is Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link] (ATL), and is the world's busiest passenger airport.[121] In addition to Hartsfield-Jackson, there are eight other airports serving major commercial traffic in Georgia. Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport[image: External link] is the second-busiest airport in the state as measured by passengers served, and is the only additional international airport. Other commercial airports (ranked in order of passengers served) are located in Augusta[image: External link], Columbus[image: External link], Albany[image: External link], Macon[image: External link], Brunswick[image: External link], Valdosta[image: External link], and Athens[image: External link].[122]

The Georgia Ports Authority[image: External link] manages two deepwater seaports, at Savannah and Brunswick, and two river ports, at Bainbridge and Columbus. The Port of Savannah[image: External link] is a major U.S. seaport on the Atlantic coast.

The Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority ( MARTA[image: External link]) is the principal rapid transit[image: External link] system in the Atlanta metropolitan area. Formed in 1971 as strictly a bus system, MARTA operates a network of bus routes[image: External link] linked to a rapid transit system consisting of 48 miles (77 km) of rail track[image: External link] with 38 train stations[image: External link]. MARTA operates almost exclusively in Fulton[image: External link] and DeKalb[image: External link] counties, with bus service to two destinations in Cobb[image: External link] county and the Cumberland[image: External link] Transfer Center next to the Cumberland Mall[image: External link], and a single rail station in Clayton[image: External link] County at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link]. MARTA also operates a separate paratransit[image: External link] service for disabled customers. As of 2009, the average total daily ridership for the system (bus and rail) was 482,500 passengers.[123]
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 Health care




See also: List of hospitals in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


The state has 151 general hospitals, over 15,000 doctors and almost 6,000 dentists.[124] The state is ranked forty-first in the percentage of residents who engage in regular exercise.[125]
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 Cities




See also: Georgia census statistical areas[image: External link]


Atlanta, located in north-central Georgia at the Eastern Continental Divide[image: External link], has been Georgia's capital city[image: External link] since 1868. It is the most populous city in Georgia, with just over 420,000 residents in 2010.[126]

The Atlanta metropolitan area[image: External link] is the cultural and economic center of the Southeast[image: External link], and its population in 2010 was 5,268,860, or 53.6% of Georgia's total. Atlanta is the nation's ninth largest metropolitan area[image: External link].[127]

The state has fourteen other cities with populations above 50,000 (based on 2012 census estimates).[128] In descending order of size they are Columbus[image: External link], Augusta[image: External link], Macon[image: External link], Savannah[image: External link], Athens[image: External link], Sandy Springs[image: External link], Roswell[image: External link], Albany[image: External link], Johns Creek[image: External link], Warner Robins[image: External link], Alpharetta[image: External link], Marietta[image: External link], Valdosta[image: External link] and Smyrna[image: External link].

Along with the rest of the Southeast, Georgia's population continues to grow rapidly, with primary gains concentrated in urban areas. The population of the Atlanta metropolitan area added 1.23 million people (24 percent) between 2000 and 2010, and Atlanta rose in rank from the eleventh largest metropolitan area in the United States to the ninth largest.[129]
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Main article: List of people from Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]


Jimmy Carter[image: External link], from Plains, Georgia[image: External link], was President of the United States[image: External link] from 1977 to 1981. Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] was born in Atlanta, Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link] in 1929. He was a civil rights movement[image: External link] leader fighting for rights for African Americans and received the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] in 1964.[130]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 State symbols




Reference: Georgia Symbols[131]


	Amphibian: American green tree frog[image: External link]


	Bird: brown thrasher[image: External link]


	Crop: peanut[image: External link]


	Fish: largemouth bass[image: External link]


	Flower: Cherokee rose[image: External link]


	Fruit: peach[image: External link]


	Gem: quartz[image: External link]


	Insect: honey bee[image: External link]


	Mammal: White-tailed deer[image: External link][132]


	Marine mammal: right whale[image: External link]


	Mineral: staurolite[image: External link]


	Nicknames:

	"Peach State"

	"Empire State of the South"[133]






	Reptile: gopher tortoise[image: External link]


	Song: "Georgia on My Mind[image: External link]"

	Tree: live oak[image: External link]


	Vegetable: Vidalia onion[image: External link]
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	Geologic map of Georgia[image: External link]

	Get Outdoors Georgia[image: External link]

	Index of Georgia (U.S. state)-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link] – organized list of topics about Georgia

	LGBT rights in Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link]



Georgia (U.S. state)[image: External link] – Wikipedia book[image: External link]
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Studio City, Los Angeles






"Studio City" redirects here. For other uses, see Studio City (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Studio City is a neighborhood in the city of Los Angeles[image: External link], California, in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. It is named after the studio lot that was established in the area by film producer[image: External link] Mack Sennett[image: External link] in 1927, now known as CBS Studio Center[image: External link].
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 History




See also: History of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]


Originally known as Laurelwood, the area Studio City occupies was formerly part of Rancho Ex-Mission San Fernando[image: External link]. This land changed hands several times during the late 19th Century[image: External link] and was eventually owned by James Boon Lankershim[image: External link] (1850–1931), and eight other developers who organized the Lankershim Ranch Land and Water Company. In 1899, however, the area lost most water rights to Los Angeles and therefore subdivision and sale of land for farming became untenable.[1]

Construction of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] began in 1908 and water reached the San Fernando Valley in November, 1913. Real estate boomed, and a syndicate led by Harry Chandler[image: External link], business manager of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], with Hobart Johnstone Whitley[image: External link], Isaac Van Nuys[image: External link], and James Boon Lankershim acquired the remaining 47,500 acres (192 km2) of the southern half of the former Mission lands—everything west of the Lankershim town limits and south of present-day Roscoe Boulevard excepting the Rancho Encino[image: External link]. Whitley platted the area of present-day Studio City from portions of the existing town of Lankershim as well as the eastern part of the new acquisition.[2]

In 1927, Mack Sennett[image: External link] began building a new studio[image: External link] on 20 acres donated by the land developer.[3] The area around the studio was named Studio City.[4]

In 1955, Studio City's Station 78 became the first racially integrated station in the Los Angeles City Fire Department[image: External link].[5][6]
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The 2000 U.S. census counted 34,034 residents in the 6.31-square-mile Studio City neighborhood—5,395 people per square mile, among the lowest population densities[image: External link] for the city but about average for the county. In 2008, the city estimated that the resident population had increased to 37,201.[7]

In 2000, the median[image: External link] age for residents, 38, was considered old for city and county neighborhoods; the percent of residents age 19 and older were among the county's highest.[7]

The neighborhood was considered "not especially diverse" ethnically, with a high percent of White residents. The breakdown was whites[image: External link], 78%; Latinos[image: External link], 8.7%; Asians[image: External link], 5.4% ; blacks[image: External link], 3.7%; and others, 4.1%. Iran (7%) and the United Kingdom (6.7%) were the most common places of birth for the 21.1% of the residents who were born abroad—a low percentage for Los Angeles.[7]

The median yearly household income in 2008 dollars was $75,657, considered high for the city. The percent of households earning $125,000 and up was high for Los Angeles County[image: External link]. The average household size of 1.9 people was low when compared to the rest of the city and the county. Renters occupied 55.9% of the housing stock and house- or apartment-owners held 44.1%.[7]

In 2000, there were 837 families headed by single parents, the rate of 11.2% being low for the city of Los Angeles. There were 2,591 veterans, 8.8% of the population, a high figure for the city.[7]
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 Geography




According to the Mapping L.A.[image: External link] project of the Los Angeles Times, Studio City is bordered on the north by Valley Village[image: External link], on the east by Toluca Lake[image: External link] and Universal City[image: External link], on the south by Hollywood Hills West[image: External link], on the southwest by Beverly Crest[image: External link] and on the west by Sherman Oaks[image: External link].[8]
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 Nearby places




Relation of Studio City to nearby places, not necessarily contiguous:[8][9]
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 Film and television






	
Ernie Anderson[image: External link], television and radio announcer/voiceover artist[10]


	
Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link], film director[11]


	
Dana Andrews[image: External link], film actor and past president of the Screen Actors' Guild.[12]


	
Ed Asner[image: External link], film, television, stage, and voice actor, past president of the SAG.[13]


	
Gene Autry[image: External link], actor, singer and baseball team owner[14]


	
Joe Barbera[image: External link], director and co-founder of Hanna Barbera studios[15]:38[16]


	
Bonnie Bartlett[image: External link], television and film actress.[17]


	
Ed Begley, Jr.[image: External link], actor and environmentalist[18]


	
Mayim Bialik[image: External link], film and television actress.[19]


	
Robert Blake[image: External link], actor[20]


	
Julie Bowen[image: External link], actress[21]


	
Clancy Brown[image: External link], actor[22]


	
Smiley Burnette[image: External link], country music performer and a comedic actor.[23]


	
George Clooney, actor, film director, producer, and screenwriter[24][25]


	
Gary Cole[image: External link], actor[26]


	
Jon Cryer[image: External link], actor[27]


	
Miley Cyrus[image: External link], actress and pop singer-songwriter[28]


	
William Daniels[image: External link], actor and former president of the Screen Actors Guild[17]


	
Brad Davis[image: External link], actor.[29]


	
Yvonne De Carlo[image: External link], actress of film, television, and theater[30]


	
Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], actress[21]


	
Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link], film actor and director [31]


	
Charles S. Dutton[image: External link], stage, film, and television actor and director[32]


	
Zac Efron, actor[33]


	
Erik Estrada[image: External link], actor[34]


	
Selena Gomez[image: External link], actress, singer[35]


	
Meagan Good[image: External link], actress, film producer[36][37]


	
Cuba Gooding, Jr.[image: External link], actor[38]


	
Ryan Gosling[image: External link], actor[39]


	
Gary Graver[image: External link], film director and cinematographer[40]


	
Tom Green[image: External link], actor, comedian[41]


	
Lucy Hale[image: External link], actress and singer [42]


	
Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link] and David Burtka[image: External link][43]


	
Vanessa Hudgens[image: External link], actress and singer[44]


	
Mila Kunis[image: External link], actress[21]


	
Jennette McCurdy[image: External link], actress[45]


	
Roddy McDowall[image: External link], actor and photographer[46]


	
Kevin McKidd[image: External link], film and television actor[47]


	
Seth MacFarlane[image: External link], actor, singer, comedian and producer[48]


	
Alyssa Milano[image: External link], actress[49]


	
Dennis Miller[image: External link], TV host and comedian[50]


	
Chloë Grace Moretz, actress[51]


	
Stu Nahan[image: External link], sportscaster and actor

	
Bill Nye[image: External link], science educator, comedian, television host, actor, and mechanical engineer[52]


	
Jason Priestley[image: External link], television actor[53]


	
Michael Richards[image: External link], actor, comedian, writer and television producer[54]


	
Mickey Rooney[image: External link], actor

	
Jane Rose[image: External link], stage, film, and television actress

	
Aaron Seltzer[image: External link], director and screenwriter[55]


	
William Shatner[image: External link], actor, musician, recording artist, and author.[56]


	
Mason Shefa[image: External link], director of experimental films[57]


	
Anna Nicole Smith[image: External link], model, actress and television personality[58]


	
Sage Stallone[image: External link], actor and producer[59]


	
Linda Stirling[image: External link], showgirl, model and actress[60]


	
Lyle Talbot[image: External link], film, TV and stage actor; an original founder of the Screen Actors Guild (SAG); honorary mayor of Studio City in the 1960s[61]


	
Stephen Talbot[image: External link], child actor; PBS Frontline documentary producer[62]


	
Alex Trebek[image: External link], game show host.[63]


	
Renee Valente[image: External link], producer, former President of the Producers Guild of America[image: External link][64]


	
Sofía Vergara[image: External link], actress[21]


	
Nancy Walker[image: External link], actress, comedian and director[65]


	
Anton Yelchin[image: External link], actor [66]
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 Music






	
Kenny Aronoff[image: External link], session drummer[67]


	
Pete Candoli[image: External link], swing and West Coast jazz trumpeter[68]


	
Craig Vincent Smith[image: External link], Singer, Songwriter.

	
Morty Corb[image: External link], jazz double-bassist[69]


	
Clare Fischer[image: External link], composer, arranger, keyboardist[70]


	
Peggy Gilbert[image: External link], jazz saxophonist and bandleader[71]


	
HAIM[image: External link], Band consisting of 3 sisters, Este, Danielle and Alana Haim. BBC Sound of 2013, Album: Days are Gone.[72]


	
Darlene Koldenhoven[image: External link], singer[73]


	
Steve Lukather[image: External link], electric guitarist[74]


	
Randy Meisner[image: External link], bassist, founding member of the Eagles[image: External link][75]


	
Uan Rasey[image: External link], trumpet player[76]


	
Gavin Rossdale[image: External link], musician and singer [77]


	
Hans J. Salter[image: External link], film composer[78]


	
Eddie Van Halen[image: External link], guitarist, keyboardist, songwriter and producer[79]


	
Al Viola[image: External link], jazz guitarist[80]


	
Pete Wentz[image: External link], lyricist and bassist[81]


	
Dweezil Zappa[image: External link], rock guitarist[82]


	
Frank Zappa[image: External link], composer, singer-songwriter, electric guitarist, record producer and film director[83]
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 Other






	
Zack Greinke[image: External link], Major League Baseball[84]


	
Elizabeth Forsythe Hailey[image: External link], journalist and playwright[85]


	
Peter Hurkos[image: External link], allegedly manifested extra-sensory perception[86]


	
Lorin Morgan-Richards[image: External link], author and illustrator, primarily of children's books.

	
James B. Potter, Jr.[image: External link], Los Angeles City Council member[87]


	
Jack Osbourne[image: External link], reality show star[88]


	
Jerry Pournelle[image: External link], science-fiction author and blogger[89]


	
Israel Regardie[image: External link], occultist[90]


	
Jerome Vered[image: External link], record-setting contestant on the game show Jeopardy![91]


	
Joel Wachs[image: External link], Los Angeles City Council member[92]


	
Sam Yorty[image: External link], mayor of Los Angeles[93]
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 Education




Almost half of Studio City residents aged 25 and older (49.4%) had earned a four-year degree[image: External link] by 2000, a high percentage for both the city and the county. The percentages of those residents with a master's degree[image: External link] was also high for the county.[7]
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 Schools




Schools within the Studio City boundaries are:[94]


	
Harvard-Westlake School[image: External link], private, 10-12, 3700 Coldwater Canyon.[95]


	
Campbell Hall School[image: External link], private, K-12, 4533 Laurel Canyon Boulevard

	
Walter Reed Middle School[image: External link], LAUSD[image: External link], 4525 Irvine Avenue

	
Bridges Academy[image: External link], private, 3921 Laurel Canyon Boulevard

	ABC Little School, private elementary, 11728 Moorpark Street

	Oakwood Elementary School, private, 11230 Moorpark Street

	
St. Charles Borromeo[image: External link], private elementary, 10850 Moorpark Street

	Berenece Carlson Home Hospital, LAUSD special education, 10952 Whipple Street

	Rio Vista Elementary School, LAUSD, 4243 Satsuma Avenue

	
Carpenter Community Charter[image: External link], 3909 Carpenter Avenue

	Morning Star Christian Academy, private, 11000 Ventura Boulevard
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 Public library





	
Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] operates the Studio City branch.[96]
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 Parks and recreation




The Studio City Recreation Center (also known as Beeman Park) is in Studio City. It has an auditorium, barbecue pits, a lighted baseball diamond, an outdoor running and walking track, lighted outdoor basketball courts, a children's play area, picnic tables, unlighted tennis courts, and many programs and classes including the second-largest youth baseball program in the public parks.[97] Moorpark Park, an unstaffed pocket park in Studio City, has a children's play area and picnic tables.[98] Woodbridge Park on the eastern border of Studio City has a children and toddler's play area. Wilacre Park, an unstaffed park, is in Studio City.[99] In addition, Studio City has the Studio City Mini-Park, an unstaffed pocket park.[100]
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 Notable places





	
CBS Studio Center[image: External link][101]


	Dr. Betty Berzon[image: External link] Place (a street)[102]


	Fryman Canyon Park[103]


	Wilacre Park[104]


	
Los Angeles River[image: External link] walk[105]


	Exterior of Brady Bunch[image: External link] house[106][107]


	Several buildings by Rudolph Michael Schindler[image: External link][107][108]
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 Local government officials




Studio City is part of the city of Los Angeles and sits entirely within City Council District 2[image: External link], which is represented by Los Angeles City Councilman Paul Krekorian[image: External link].

Studio City is represented to the city of Los Angeles by the Studio City Neighborhood Council[image: External link], one of 90 such Neighborhood Councils in the city created and funded by the city of Los Angeles.[109]

The area is also represented by Los Angeles County[image: External link] District 3 Supervisor Sheila Kuehl[image: External link], State Senator Robert Hertzberg[image: External link], Studio City is located in the new 18th District covering most of the Eastern San Fernando Valley, California state Assemblyman Adrin Nazarian[image: External link] and U.S. Rep. Brad Sherman[image: External link].
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California






For other uses, see California (disambiguation)[image: External link].

California ( i[image: External link]/,kael'fo:rnje, -ni.e /[image: External link] KAL-ə-FORN -yə[image: External link], KAL-ə-FORN -ee-ə[image: External link]) is the most populous state[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and the third most extensive[image: External link] by area. Located on the western (Pacific Ocean[image: External link]) coast of the U.S., California is bordered by Oregon[image: External link] to the north, Nevada[image: External link], to the east and northeast, Arizona[image: External link] to the southeast and it shares an international border[image: External link] with the Mexican state[image: External link] of Baja California[image: External link] to the south. The state capital is Sacramento[image: External link]. Los Angeles[image: External link] is California's most populous city[image: External link], and the country's second largest[image: External link] after New York City[image: External link]. The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] are the nation's second- and fifth-most populous urban regions[image: External link], respectively. California also has the nation's most populous county[image: External link], Los Angeles County[image: External link], and its largest county[image: External link] by area, San Bernardino County[image: External link].

California's diverse geography ranges from the Pacific Coast[image: External link] in the west to the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] mountain range in the east; and from the redwood[image: External link]–Douglas fir[image: External link] forests in the northwest to the Mojave Desert[image: External link] in the southeast. The Central Valley[image: External link], a major agricultural area, dominates the state's center. Though California is well-known for its warm Mediterranean climate[image: External link], the large size of the state means it can vary from moist temperate rainforest[image: External link] in the north, to arid desert[image: External link] in the interior, as well as snowy alpine[image: External link] in the mountains.

What is now California was first settled by various Native American tribes[image: External link] before being explored by a number of European expeditions during the 16th and 17th centuries. The Spanish Empire[image: External link] then claimed it as part of Alta California[image: External link] in their New Spain[image: External link] colony. The area became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following its successful war for independence[image: External link], but was ceded to the United States in 1848 after the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. The western portion of Alta California then was organized as the State of California, and admitted as the 31st state on September 9, 1850. The California Gold Rush[image: External link] starting in 1848 led to dramatic social and demographic changes, with large-scale emigration from the east and abroad with an accompanying economic boom.

If it were a country, California would be the 6th largest economy in the world[image: External link][13] and the 35th most populous[image: External link]. It is also regarded as a global trendsetter in both popular culture and politics, and is the origin of the film industry[image: External link], the hippie[image: External link] counterculture, the Internet[image: External link],[14] and the personal computer[image: External link], among others. Fifty-eight percent of the state's economy[image: External link] is centered on finance[image: External link], government[image: External link], real estate services[image: External link], technology[image: External link], and professional, scientific and technical business services[image: External link].[15] The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has the nation's highest median household income[image: External link] by metropolitan area, and is the headquarters of three of the world's largest 40 firms by revenue, Chevron[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], and McKesson[image: External link].[16] Although it accounts for only 1.5 percent of the state's economy,[15] California's agriculture industry has the highest output of any U.S. state.[17]
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 Etymology




Main article: Etymology of California[image: External link]


The word California originally referred to the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] of Mexico; it was later extended to the entire region composed of the current United States states of California, Nevada[image: External link], and Utah[image: External link], and parts of Arizona[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], Texas[image: External link] and Wyoming[image: External link].[18]

The name California is surmised by some writers to have derived from a fictional paradise peopled by Black[image: External link] Amazons[image: External link] and ruled by Queen Calafia[image: External link],[19][20] who fought alongside Muslims and whose name was chosen to echo the title of a Muslim leader, the Caliph, fictionally implying that California was the Caliphate.[21] The story of Calafia is recorded in a 1510 work The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link], written as a sequel to Amadis de Gaula[image: External link] by Spanish adventure writer Garci Rodríguez de Montalvo[image: External link].[22][23][24] The kingdom of Queen Calafia, according to Montalvo, was said to be a remote land inhabited by griffins[image: External link] and other strange beasts, and rich in gold.


Know ye that at the right hand of the Indies there is an island called California, very close to that part of the Terrestrial Paradise, which was inhabited by black women without a single man among them, and they lived in the manner of Amazons. They were robust of body with strong passionate hearts and great virtue. The island itself is one of the wildest in the world on account of the bold and craggy rocks.

— Chapter CLVII of The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link][25]



When Spanish explorer Francisco de Ulloa[image: External link] was exploring the western coast of North America, his initial surveys of the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] led him to believe that it was an island rather than part of the larger continent, so he dubbed the "island" after the mythical island in Montalvo's writing.[26] This conventional wisdom that California was an island[image: External link], with maps drawn to reflect this belief, lasted as late as the 1700s.[27]

Shortened forms of the state's name include CA, Cal., Calif.[image: External link] and US-CA[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of California[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Pre-contact




Settled by successive waves of arrivals during the last 10,000 years, California was one of the most culturally and linguistically diverse areas in pre-Columbian North America[image: External link]. Various estimates of the native population range from 100,000 to 300,000.[28] The Indigenous peoples of California[image: External link] included more than 70 distinct groups[image: External link] of Native Americans, ranging from large, settled populations living on the coast to groups in the interior. California groups also were diverse in their political organization with bands, tribes, villages, and on the resource-rich coasts, large chiefdoms, such as the Chumash[image: External link], Pomo[image: External link] and Salinan[image: External link]. Trade, intermarriage and military alliances fostered many social and economic relationships among the diverse groups.
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 16th, 17th and 18th centuries




The first European effort to explore the coast as far north as the Russian River[image: External link] was a Spanish[image: External link] sailing expedition, led by Portuguese captain Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], in 1542. Some 37 years later English explorer Francis Drake[image: External link] also explored and claimed an undefined portion of the California coast in 1579. Spanish traders made unintended visits with the Manila galleons[image: External link] on their return trips from the Philippines[image: External link] beginning in 1565.[29] The first Asians to set foot on what would be the United States occurred in 1587, when Filipino[image: External link] sailors arrived in Spanish ships at Morro Bay[image: External link].[30] Sebastián Vizcaíno[image: External link] explored and mapped the coast of California in 1602 for New Spain[image: External link].

Despite the on-the-ground explorations of California in the 16th century, Rodríguez's idea of California as an island persisted. That depiction appeared on many European maps well into the 18th century.[31]

After the Portolà expedition[image: External link] of 1769–70, Spanish missionaries[image: External link] began setting up 21 California Missions[image: External link] on or near the coast of Alta (Upper) California[image: External link], beginning in San Diego. During the same period, Spanish military forces built several forts ( presidios[image: External link]) and three small towns (pueblos). Two of the pueblos grew into the cities of Los Angeles[image: External link] and San Jose[image: External link]. The Spanish colonization brought the genocide of the indigenous Californian peoples[image: External link].
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 19th century




Imperial Russia[image: External link] explored the California coast and established a trading post at Fort Ross[image: External link]. Its early 19th-century coastal settlements north of San Francisco Bay[image: External link] constituted the southernmost Russian colony in North America and were spread over an area stretching from Point Arena[image: External link] to Tomales Bay[image: External link].[33]

In 1821, the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] gave Mexico[image: External link] (including California) independence from Spain; for the next 25 years, Alta California[image: External link] remained a remote northern province of the nation of Mexico.

Cattle ranches, or ranchos[image: External link], emerged as the dominant institutions of Mexican California. After Mexican independence from Spain, the chain of missions became the property of the Mexican government and were secularized[image: External link] by 1834.[34] The ranchos developed under ownership by Californios[image: External link] (Spanish-speaking Californians) who had received land grants, and traded cowhides and tallow with Boston merchants.

From the 1820s, trappers and settlers from the United States and the future Canada arrived in Northern California. These new arrivals used the Siskiyou Trail[image: External link], California Trail[image: External link], Oregon Trail[image: External link] and Old Spanish Trail[image: External link] to cross the rugged mountains and harsh deserts in and surrounding California.

Between 1831 and 1836, California experienced a series of revolts against Mexico;[35] this culminated in the 1836 California revolt led by Juan Bautista Alvarado[image: External link], which ended after Mexico appointed him governor of the department.[36] The revolt, which had momentarily declared California an independent state, was successful with the assistance of American[image: External link] and British[image: External link] residents of California,[37] including Isaac Graham[image: External link];[38] after 1840, 100 of those residents who did not have passports were arrested, leading to the Graham affair in 1840.[37]

One of the largest ranchers in California was John Marsh[image: External link]. After failing to obtain justice against squatters on his land from the Mexican courts, he determined that California should become part of the United States. Marsh conducted a letter-writing campaign espousing the California climate, soil and other reasons to settle there, as well as the best route to follow, which became known as "Marsh's route." His letters were read, reread, passed around, and printed in newspapers throughout the country, and started the first wagon trains rolling to California.[39] He invited immigrants to stay on his ranch until they could get settled, and assisted in their obtaining passports.[40]

After ushering in the period of organized emigration to California, Marsh helped end the rule of the last Mexican governor of California, thereby paving the way to California's ultimate acquisition by the United States.[41]

In 1846, settlers rebelled against Mexican rule during the Bear Flag Revolt[image: External link]. Afterwards, rebels raised the Bear Flag[image: External link] (featuring a bear, a star, a red stripe and the words "California Republic") at Sonoma. The Republic's only president was William B. Ide[image: External link],[42] who played a pivotal role during the Bear Flag Revolt.

The California Republic was short lived;[43] the same year marked the outbreak of the Mexican–American War[image: External link] (1846–48).[44] When Commodore John D. Sloat[image: External link] of the United States Navy[image: External link] sailed into Monterey Bay[image: External link] and began the military occupation of California by the United States, Northern California capitulated in less than a month to the United States forces.[45] After a series of defensive battles in Southern California[image: External link], the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] was signed by the Californios[image: External link] on January 13, 1847, securing American control in California.[46]

Following the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] that ended the war, the western territory of Alta California, became the United States state of California, and Arizona[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link] and Utah[image: External link] became United States Territories. The lightly populated lower region of California, the Baja Peninsula, remained in the possession of Mexico[image: External link].

In 1846, the non-native population of California was estimated to be no more than 8,000, plus about 100,000 Native Americans down from about 300,000 before Hispanic settlement in 1769.[47] After gold was discovered in 1848, the population burgeoned with United States citizens, Europeans, Chinese and other immigrants during the great California Gold Rush[image: External link]. By 1854 over 300,000 settlers had come.[48] Between 1847 and 1870, the population of San Francisco[image: External link] increased from 500 to 150,000.[49] On September 9, 1850, as part of the Compromise of 1850[image: External link], California was admitted to the United States undivided as a free state[image: External link], denying the expansion of slavery[image: External link] to the Pacific Coast.

California's native population precipitously declined, above all, from Eurasian diseases to which they had no natural immunity.[50] As in other states, the native inhabitants were forcibly removed from their lands by incoming miners, ranchers, and farmers. And although California entered the union as a free state, the "loitering or orphaned Indians" were de facto enslaved by Mexican and Anglo-American masters under the 1853 Act for the Government and Protection of Indians.[51] There were massacres in which hundreds of indigenous people were killed. Between 1850 and 1860, California paid around 1.5 million dollars (some 250,000 of which was reimbursed by the federal government)[52] to hire militias whose purpose was to protect settlers from the indigenous populations. In later decades, the native population was placed in reservations and rancherias, which were often small and isolated and without enough natural resources or funding from the government to sustain the populations living on them.[51] As a result, the rise of California was a calamity for the native inhabitants. Several scholars and Native American activists, including Benjamin Madley and Ed Castillo[image: External link], have described the actions of the California government as a genocide.[53]

The seat of government for California under Spanish and later Mexican rule was located at Monterey[image: External link] from 1777 until 1845.[34] Pio Pico[image: External link], last Mexican governor of Alta California, moved the capital to Los Angeles in 1845. The United States consulate[image: External link] was also located in Monterey, under consul Thomas O. Larkin[image: External link].

In 1849, the Constitutional Convention was first held in Monterey. Among the tasks was a decision on a location for the new state capital. The first legislative sessions were held in San Jose[image: External link] (1850–1851). Subsequent locations included Vallejo[image: External link] (1852–1853), and nearby Benicia[image: External link] (1853–1854); these locations eventually proved to be inadequate as well. The capital has been located in Sacramento[image: External link] since 1854[54] with only a short break in 1862 when legislative sessions were held in San Francisco due to flooding in Sacramento[image: External link].

Initially, travel between California and the rest of the continental United States was time consuming and dangerous. A more direct connection came in 1869 with the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link] through Donner Pass[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevada mountains. Once completed, hundreds of thousands of United States citizens came west, where new Californians were discovering that land in the state, if irrigated during the dry summer months, was extremely well suited to fruit cultivation and agriculture in general. Vast expanses of wheat, other cereal crops, vegetable crops, cotton, and nut and fruit trees were grown (including oranges in Southern California), and the foundation was laid for the state's prodigious agricultural production in the Central Valley and elsewhere.
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 20th century




Migration to California accelerated during the early 20th century with the completion of major transcontinental highways like the Lincoln Highway[image: External link] and Route 66[image: External link]. In the period from 1900 to 1965, the population grew from fewer than one million to become the most populous state in the Union. In 1940, the Census Bureau reported California's population as 6.0% Hispanic, 2.4% Asian, and 89.5% non-Hispanic white.[55]

To meet the population's needs, major engineering feats like the California[image: External link] and Los Angeles Aqueducts[image: External link]; the Oroville[image: External link] and Shasta Dams[image: External link]; and the Bay[image: External link] and Golden Gate[image: External link] Bridges were built across the state. The state government also adopted the California Master Plan for Higher Education[image: External link] in 1960 to develop a highly efficient system of public education.

Meanwhile, attracted to the mild Mediterranean climate, cheap land, and the state's wide variety of geography, filmmakers established the studio system[image: External link] in Hollywood in the 1920s. California manufactured 8.7 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II[image: External link], ranking third (behind New York[image: External link] and Michigan[image: External link]) among the 48 states.[56] After World War II, California's economy greatly expanded due to strong aerospace[image: External link] and defense[image: External link] industries,[57] whose size decreased following the end of the Cold War[image: External link].[57][58] Stanford University[image: External link] and its Dean of Engineering Frederick Terman[image: External link] began encouraging faculty and graduates to stay in California instead of leaving the state, and develop a high-tech region in the area now known as Silicon Valley[image: External link].[59] As a result of these efforts, California is regarded as a world center of the entertainment and music industries, of technology, engineering, and the aerospace industry, and as the United States center of agricultural production.[60] Just before the "Dot Com Bust"[image: External link] California had the 5th largest economy in the world among nations.[61] Yet since 1991, and starting in the late 1980s in Southern California[image: External link], California has seen a net loss of domestic migrants most years. This is often referred to by the media as the California exodus.[62]

However, during the 20th century, two great disasters happened in California. The 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link] and 1928 St. Francis Dam[image: External link] flood remain the deadliest in U.S history.[63]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of California[image: External link]


California is the 3rd largest state in the United States[image: External link] in area, after Alaska[image: External link] and Texas[image: External link].[65] California is often geographically bisected into two regions, Southern California[image: External link], comprising the 10 southernmost counties,[66][67] and Northern California[image: External link], comprising the 48 northernmost counties.[68][69]

In the middle of the state lies the California Central Valley[image: External link], bounded by the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] in the east, the coastal mountain ranges[image: External link] in the west, the Cascade Range[image: External link] to the north and by the Tehachapi Mountains[image: External link] in the south. The Central Valley is California's productive agricultural heartland.

Divided in two by the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta[image: External link], the northern portion, the Sacramento Valley[image: External link] serves as the watershed of the Sacramento River[image: External link], while the southern portion, the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] is the watershed for the San Joaquin River[image: External link]. Both valleys derive their names from the rivers that flow through them. With dredging, the Sacramento and the San Joaquin Rivers have remained deep enough for several inland cities to be seaports[image: External link].

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is a critical water supply hub for the state. Water is diverted from the delta and through an extensive network of pumps[image: External link] and canals that traverse nearly the length of the state, to the Central Valley and the State Water Projects and other needs. Water from the Delta provides drinking water for nearly 23 million people, almost two-thirds of the state's population as well as water for farmers on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley.

The Channel Islands[image: External link] are located off the Southern[image: External link] coast[image: External link].

The Sierra Nevada (Spanish for "snowy range") includes the highest peak in the contiguous 48 states[image: External link], Mount Whitney[image: External link], at 14,505 feet (4,421 m).[6][7][8] The range embraces Yosemite Valley[image: External link], famous for its glacially carved domes, and Sequoia National Park[image: External link], home to the giant sequoia[image: External link] trees, the largest living organisms on Earth, and the deep freshwater lake, Lake Tahoe[image: External link], the largest lake in the state by volume.

To the east of the Sierra Nevada are Owens Valley[image: External link] and Mono Lake[image: External link], an essential migratory bird[image: External link] habitat. In the western part of the state is Clear Lake[image: External link], the largest freshwater lake by area entirely in California. Though Lake Tahoe is larger, it is divided by the California/Nevada border. The Sierra Nevada falls to Arctic temperatures in winter and has several dozen small glaciers, including Palisade Glacier[image: External link], the southernmost glacier in the United States.

About 45 percent of the state's total surface area is covered by forests,[70] and California's diversity of pine species is unmatched by any other state. California contains more forestland than any other state except Alaska. Many of the trees in the California White Mountains[image: External link] are the oldest in the world; an individual bristlecone pine[image: External link] is over 5,000 years old.[71][72]

In the south is a large inland salt lake, the Salton Sea[image: External link]. The south-central desert is called the Mojave[image: External link]; to the northeast of the Mojave lies Death Valley[image: External link], which contains the lowest and hottest place in North America, the Badwater Basin[image: External link] at −279 feet (−85 m).[10] The horizontal distance from the bottom of Death Valley to the top of Mount Whitney is less than 90 miles (140 km). Indeed, almost all of southeastern California is arid, hot desert, with routine extreme high temperatures during the summer. The southeastern border of California with Arizona is entirely formed by the Colorado River[image: External link], from which the southern part of the state gets about half of its water.

California contains both the highest point (Mount Whitney[image: External link]) and the lowest point (Death Valley[image: External link]) in the contiguous United States[image: External link].

A majority of California's cities are located in either the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] or the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link] in Northern California[image: External link]; or the Los Angeles area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino-Inland Empire[image: External link], or the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] in Southern California[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Area, the Bay Area, and the San Diego metropolitan area are among several major metropolitan areas along the California coast.

As part of the Ring of Fire[image: External link], California is subject to tsunamis[image: External link], floods[image: External link], droughts, Santa Ana winds[image: External link], wildfires[image: External link], landslides[image: External link] on steep terrain, and has several volcanoes[image: External link]. It has many earthquakes[image: External link] due to several faults running through the state, in particular the San Andreas Fault[image: External link]. About 37,000 earthquakes[image: External link] are recorded each year, but most are too small to be felt.[73]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of California[image: External link]


Although most of the state has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link], due to the state's large size, the climate ranges from subarctic[image: External link] to subtropical[image: External link]. The cool California Current[image: External link] offshore often creates summer fog[image: External link] near the coast. Farther inland, there are colder winters and hotter summers. The maritime moderation results in the shoreline summertime temperatures of Los Angeles[image: External link] and San Francisco[image: External link] being the coolest of all major metropolitan areas of the United States and uniquely cool compared to areas on the same latitude in the interior and on the east coast of the North American continent. Even the San Diego[image: External link] shoreline bordering Mexico is cooler in summer than most areas in the contiguous United States. Just a few miles inland, summer temperature extremes are significantly higher, with downtown Los Angeles being several degrees warmer[image: External link] than at the coast. The same microclimate[image: External link] phenomenon is seen in the climate[image: External link] of the Bay Area, where areas sheltered from the sea experience significantly hotter summers than nearby areas that are close to the ocean.

Northern parts of the state have more rain than the south. California's mountain ranges also influence the climate: some of the rainiest parts of the state are west-facing mountain slopes. Northwestern California has a temperate climate[image: External link], and the Central Valley has a Mediterranean climate but with greater temperature extremes than the coast. The high mountains, including the Sierra Nevada[image: External link], have an alpine climate[image: External link] with snow in winter and mild to moderate heat in summer.

California's mountains produce rain shadows[image: External link] on the eastern side, creating extensive deserts[image: External link]. The higher elevation deserts of eastern California[image: External link] have hot summers and cold winters, while the low deserts east of the Southern California mountains have hot summers and nearly frostless mild winters. Death Valley[image: External link], a desert with large expanses below sea level, is considered the hottest location in the world; the highest temperature in the world,[74][75] 134 °F (56.7 °C), was recorded there on July 10, 1913. The lowest temperature in California was −45 °F (−43 °C) in 1937 in Boca[image: External link].

The table below lists average temperatures for August and December in a selection of places throughout the state; some highly populated and some not. This includes the relatively cool summers of the Humboldt Bay[image: External link] region around Eureka[image: External link], the extreme heat of Death Valley[image: External link], and the mountain climate of Mammoth[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevadas[image: External link].



	Average temperatures and precipitation for selected communities in California



	Location
	August

(°F)
	August

(°C)
	December

(°F)
	December

(°C)
	Annual

Precipitation

(mm/in)



	Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link]
	84/64
	29/18
	67/47
	20/8
	377/15



	LAX/LA Beaches[image: External link]
	75/65
	23/18
	64/48
	18/9
	326/13



	San Jose[image: External link]
	82/58
	27/14
	58/42
	14/5
	401/16



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	68/55
	20/12
	57/46
	14/8
	538/21



	San Diego[image: External link]
	76/66
	24/19
	64/48
	18/9
	262/10



	Oakland[image: External link]
	73/57
	23/14
	58/44
	14/7
	588/23



	Sacramento[image: External link]
	91/58
	33/14
	54/38
	12/3
	469/18



	Fresno[image: External link]
	97/66
	36/19
	55/38
	12/3
	292/11



	Riverside[image: External link]
	96/64
	35/18
	68/41
	21/5
	260/10



	Eureka[image: External link]
	62/53
	16/11
	55/42
	12/5
	960/38
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 Ecology




Main article: Ecology of California[image: External link]


See also: Environment of California[image: External link]


California is one of the richest and most diverse parts of the world, and includes some of the most endangered ecological communities. California is part of the Nearctic ecozone[image: External link] and spans a number of terrestrial ecoregions[image: External link].[77]

California's large number of endemic[image: External link] species includes relict[image: External link] species, which have died out elsewhere, such as the Catalina ironwood (Lyonothamnus floribundus[image: External link]). Many other endemics originated through differentiation or adaptive radiation[image: External link], whereby multiple species develop from a common ancestor to take advantage of diverse ecological conditions such as the California lilac ( Ceanothus[image: External link]). Many California endemics have become endangered, as urbanization, logging, overgrazing[image: External link], and the introduction of exotic species[image: External link] have encroached on their habitat.
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 Flora and fauna




Main articles: Fauna of California[image: External link] and California Floristic Province[image: External link]


See also: List of California native plants[image: External link]


California boasts several superlatives in its collection of flora: the largest trees[image: External link], the tallest trees[image: External link], and the oldest trees[image: External link]. California's native grasses are perennial plants[image: External link].[78] After European contact, these were generally replaced by invasive species[image: External link] of European annual grasses; and, in modern times, California's hills turn a characteristic golden-brown in summer.[79]

Because California has the greatest diversity of climate and terrain, the state has six life zones which are the lower Sonoran (desert); upper Sonoran (foothill regions and some coastal lands), transition (coastal areas and moist northeastern counties); and the Canadian, Hudsonian, and Arctic Zones, comprising the state's highest elevations.[80]

Plant life in the dry climate of the lower Sonoran zone contains a diversity of native cactus, mesquite, and paloverde. The Joshua tree[image: External link] is found in the Mojave Desert. Flowering plants include the dwarf desert poppy and a variety of asters[image: External link]. Fremont cottonwood[image: External link] and valley oak[image: External link] thrive in the Central Valley. The upper Sonoran zone includes the chaparral belt, characterized by forests of small shrubs, stunted trees, and herbaceous plants. Nemophila[image: External link], mint[image: External link], Phacelia[image: External link], Viola[image: External link], and the California poppy (Eschscholzia californica[image: External link]) – the state flower – also flourish in this zone, along with the lupine, more species of which occur here than anywhere else in the world.[80]

The transition zone includes most of California's forests with the redwood (Sequoia sempervirens[image: External link]) and the "big tree" or giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum[image: External link]), among the oldest living things on earth (some are said to have lived at least 4,000 years). Tanbark oak[image: External link], California laurel[image: External link], sugar pine[image: External link], madrona[image: External link], broad-leaved maple, and Douglas-fir[image: External link] also grow here. Forest floors are covered with swordfern[image: External link], alumnroot, barrenwort[image: External link], and trillium[image: External link], and there are thickets of huckleberry[image: External link], azalea[image: External link], elder, and wild currant. Characteristic wild flowers include varieties of mariposa, tulip[image: External link], and tiger[image: External link] and leopard[image: External link] lilies.[81]

The high elevations of the Canadian zone allow the Jeffrey pine[image: External link], red fir[image: External link], and lodgepole pine[image: External link] to thrive. Brushy areas are abundant with dwarf manzanita[image: External link] and ceanothus[image: External link]; the unique Sierra puffball[image: External link] is also found here. Right below the timberline, in the Hudsonian zone, the whitebark, foxtail, and silver pines grow. At about 10,500 feet (3,200 m), begins the Arctic zone, a treeless region whose flora include a number of wildflowers, including Sierra primrose[image: External link], yellow columbine[image: External link], alpine buttercup[image: External link], and alpine shooting star[image: External link].[80][82]

Common plants that have been introduced to the state include the eucalyptus[image: External link], acacia[image: External link], pepper tree[image: External link], geranium, and Scotch broom[image: External link]. The species that are federally classified as endangered are the Contra Costa wallflower[image: External link], Antioch Dunes evening primrose[image: External link], Solano grass[image: External link], San Clemente Island larkspur[image: External link], salt marsh bird's beak[image: External link], McDonald's rock-cress[image: External link], and Santa Barbara Island liveforever[image: External link]. As of December 1997, 85 plant species were listed as threatened or endangered.[80]

In the deserts of the lower Sonoran zone, the mammals include the jackrabbit[image: External link], kangaroo rat[image: External link], squirrel, and opossum. Common birds include the owl[image: External link], roadrunner[image: External link], cactus wren[image: External link], and various species of hawk. The area's reptilian life include the sidewinder viper[image: External link], desert tortoise[image: External link], and horned toad[image: External link]. The upper Sonoran zone boasts mammals such as the antelope[image: External link], brown-footed woodrat[image: External link], and ring-tailed cat[image: External link]. Birds unique to this zone are the California thrasher[image: External link], bushtit[image: External link], and California condor[image: External link].[80][83][84][85]

In the transition zone, there are Colombian black-tailed deer[image: External link], black bears[image: External link], gray foxes[image: External link], cougars[image: External link], bobcats[image: External link], and Roosevelt elk[image: External link]. Reptiles such as the garter snakes and rattlesnakes inhabit the zone. In addition, amphibians such as the water puppy[image: External link] and redwood salamander[image: External link] are common too. Birds such as the kingfisher[image: External link], chickadee, towhee[image: External link], and hummingbird thrive here as well.[80][86]

The Canadian zone mammals include the mountain weasel[image: External link], snowshoe hare[image: External link], and several species of chipmunks. Conspicuous birds include the blue-fronted jay[image: External link], Sierra chickadee[image: External link]. Sierra hermit thrush[image: External link], water ouzel[image: External link], and Townsend's solitaire[image: External link]. As one ascends into the Hudsonian zone, birds become scarcer. While the Sierra rosy finch is the only bird native to the high Arctic region, other bird species such as the hummingbird and Clark's nutcracker[image: External link]. Principal mammals found in this region include the Sierra coney, white-tailed jackrabbit[image: External link], and the bighorn sheep[image: External link]. As of April 2003, the bighorn sheep was listed as endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The fauna found throughout several zones are the mule deer[image: External link], coyote[image: External link], mountain lion[image: External link], northern flicker[image: External link], and several species of hawk and sparrow.[80]

Aquatic life in California thrives, from the state's mountain lakes and streams to the rocky Pacific coastline. Numerous trout species are found, among them rainbow[image: External link], golden[image: External link], and cutthroat[image: External link]. Migratory species of salmon are common as well. Deep-sea life forms include sea bass[image: External link], yellowfin tuna[image: External link], barracuda[image: External link], and several types of whale. Native to the cliffs of northern California are seals, sea lions, and many types of shorebirds, including migratory species.[80]

As of April 2003, 118 California animals were on the federal endangered list; 181 plants were listed as endangered or threatened. Endangered animals include the San Joaquin kitfox[image: External link], Point Arena mountain beaver[image: External link], Pacific pocket mouse[image: External link], salt marsh harvest mouse[image: External link], Morro Bay kangaroo rat[image: External link] (and five other species of kangaroo rat), Amargosa vole[image: External link], California least tern[image: External link], California condor[image: External link], loggerhead shrike[image: External link], San Clemente sage sparrow[image: External link], San Francisco garter snake[image: External link], five species of salamander, three species of chub, and two species of pupfish. Eleven butterflies are also endangered[87] and two that are threatened are on the federal list.[88][89] Among threatened animals are the coastal California gnatcatcher[image: External link], Paiute cutthroat trout[image: External link], southern sea otter[image: External link], and northern spotted owl[image: External link]. California has a total of 290,821 acres (1,176.91 km2) of National Wildlife Refuges.[80] As of September 2010, 123 California animals were listed as either endangered or threatened on the federal list provided by the US Fish & Wildlife Service[image: External link].[90] Also, as of the same year, 178 species of California plants were listed either as endangered or threatened on this federal list.[90]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rivers




Main article: List of rivers of California[image: External link]


The vast majority of rivers in California are dammed as part of two massive water projects: the Central Valley Project[image: External link], providing water to the agricultural central valley, and the California State Water Project[image: External link] diverting water from northern to southern California. The state's coasts, rivers, and other bodies of water are regulated by the California Coastal Commission[image: External link].

The two most prominent rivers within California are the Sacramento River[image: External link] and the San Joaquin River[image: External link], which drain the Central Valley and the west slope of the Sierra Nevada and flow to the Pacific Ocean through San Francisco Bay[image: External link]. Several major tributaries feed into the Sacramento and the San Joaquin, including the Pit River[image: External link], the Tuolumne River[image: External link], and the Feather River[image: External link].

The Eel River[image: External link] and Salinas River[image: External link] each drain portions of the California coast, north and south of San Francisco Bay, respectively, and the Eel River is the largest river in the state to remain in its natural un-dammed state. The Mojave River[image: External link] is the primary watercourse in the Mojave Desert, and the Santa Ana River[image: External link] drains much of the Transverse Ranges[image: External link] as it bisects Southern California. Some other important rivers are the Klamath River[image: External link] and the Trinity River[image: External link] in the far north coast, and the Colorado River[image: External link] on the southeast border with Arizona[image: External link].
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Further information: List of regions of California[image: External link] and List of places in California[image: External link]




	

	Central Valley[image: External link]

	Coastal California[image: External link]

	
Northern California[image: External link]

	Central California[image: External link]

	North Coast (California)[image: External link]

	San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]

	Sierra Nevada[image: External link]








	
	

	
Eastern California[image: External link]

	
Inland Empire[image: External link] (Also included in Southern California)





	
Southern California[image: External link]

	
South Coast[image: External link]

	Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link]

	San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link]





	Inland Empire[image: External link]

	Imperial Valley[image: External link]
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Main article: Demographics of California[image: External link]
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	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	92,597
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	379,994
	
	310.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	560,247
	
	47.4%



	1880[image: External link]
	864,694
	
	54.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,213,398
	
	40.3%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,485,053
	
	22.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,377,549
	
	60.1%



	1920[image: External link]
	3,426,861
	
	44.1%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,677,251
	
	65.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,907,387
	
	21.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	10,586,223
	
	53.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	15,717,204
	
	48.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	19,953,134
	
	27.0%



	1980[image: External link]
	23,667,902
	
	18.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	29,760,021
	
	25.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	33,871,648
	
	13.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	37,253,956
	
	10.0%



	Est. 2016
	39,250,017
	
	5.4%



	Sources: 1790–1990, 2000, 2010, 2016[91][92][93]

Chart does not include Indigenous population figures.

Studies indicate that the Native American

population in California in 1850 was close to 150,000

before declining to 15,000 by 1900.[4][51][94]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of California was 39,250,017 on July 1, 2016, a 5.4% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[4] Between 2000 and 2009, there was a natural increase of 3,090,016 (5,058,440 births minus 2,179,958 deaths).[95] During this time period, international migration[image: External link] produced a net increase of 1,816,633 people while domestic migration produced a net decrease of 1,509,708, resulting in a net in-migration of 306,925 people.[95] The state of California's own statistics show a population of 38,292,687 for January 1, 2009.[96] However, according to the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research[image: External link], since 1990 almost 3.4 million Californians have moved to other states, with most leaving to Texas, Nevada, and Arizona.[97]

California is the 2nd-most populous subnational entity in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and the Americas, with a population second to that of the state of São Paulo[image: External link] in Brazil.[98] California's population is greater than that of all but 34 countries of the world.[99][100] The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] is the 2nd-largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the United States, after the New York metropolitan area[image: External link], while Los Angeles, with nearly half the population of New York, is the 2nd-largest city in the United States. Also, Los Angeles County[image: External link] has held the title of most populous United States county for decades, and it alone is more populous than 42 United States states.[101][102] Including Los Angeles, four of the top 15 most populous cities in the U.S.[image: External link] are in California: Los Angeles (2nd), San Diego (8th), San Jose (10th), and San Francisco (13th). The center of population[image: External link] of California is located in the town of Buttonwillow[image: External link], Kern County[image: External link].[note 1]
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See also: List of cities and towns in California[image: External link] and List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]


The state has 482 incorporated[image: External link] cities and towns; of which 460 are cities and 22 are towns. Under California law, the terms "city" and "town" are explicitly interchangeable; the name of an incorporated municipality in the state can either be "City of (Name)" or "Town of (Name)".[104]

Sacramento[image: External link] became California's first incorporated city on February 27, 1850.[105] San Jose[image: External link], San Diego and Benicia[image: External link] tied for California's second incorporated city, each receiving incorporation on March 27, 1850.[106][107][108] Jurupa Valley[image: External link] became the state's most recent and 482nd incorporated municipality on July 1, 2011.[109][110]

The majority of these cities and towns are within one of five metropolitan areas[image: External link]: the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link], the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino Area[image: External link], the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] and the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link].
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Starting in the year 2010, for the first time since the California Gold Rush[image: External link], California-born residents make up the majority of the state's population.[112] Along with the rest of the United States, California's immigration pattern has also shifted over the course of the late 2000s-early 2010s.[113] Immigration from Latin American[image: External link] countries has dropped significantly with most immigrants now coming from Asia[image: External link].[114] In total for 2011, there were 277,304 immigrants. 57% came from Asian countries vs. 22% from Latin American countries.[114] Net immigration[image: External link] from Mexico, previously the most common country of origin for new immigrants has dropped to zero/less than zero, since more Mexican nationals are departing for their home country than immigrating.[113] As a result it is estimated that Hispanic citizens will constitute 49% of the population by 2060, instead of the previously projected 2050, due primarily to domestic births.[113][115]

The state's population of undocumented immigrants[image: External link] has been shrinking in recent years, due to increased enforcement and decreased job opportunities for lower-skilled workers.[116] The number of migrants arrested attempting to cross the Mexican border in the Southwest plunged from a high of 1.1 million in 2005 to just 367,000 in 2011.[117] Despite these recent trends, illegal[image: External link] aliens[image: External link] constituted an estimated 7.3 percent of the state's population, the third highest percentage of any state in the country[image: External link],[118][note 2] totaling nearly 2.6 million.[119] In particular, illegal immigrants tended to be concentrated in Los Angeles[image: External link], Monterey[image: External link], San Benito[image: External link], Imperial[image: External link], and Napa[image: External link] Counties – the latter four of which have significant agricultural industries that depend on manual labor.[120] More than half of illegal immigrants originate from Mexico.[119]
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According to the United States Census Bureau in 2015 the population self-identifies as (alone or in combination):[121]


	72.9% White[image: External link]


	14.7% Asian[image: External link]


	6.5% Black or African American[image: External link]


	3.8% Two or More Races[image: External link]


	1.7% Native American[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	0.5% Native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific Islander[image: External link]




By ethnicity, in 2015 the population was 61.2% non-Hispanic (of any race) and 38.8% Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race).[121]

As of 2011, 75.1% of California's population younger than age 1 were minorities, meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white (white Hispanics are counted as minorities).[122]

In terms of total numbers, California has the largest population of White Americans in the United States, an estimated 22,200,000 residents. The state has the 5th largest population of African Americans in the United States, an estimated 2,250,000 residents. California's Asian American population is estimated at 4.4 million, constituting a third of the nation's total. California's Native American population of 285,000 is the most of any state.[123]

According to estimates from 2011, California has the largest minority population[image: External link] in the United States by numbers, making up 60% of the state population.[93] Over the past 25 years, the population of non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] has declined, while Hispanic[image: External link] and Asian[image: External link] populations have grown. Between 1970 and 2011, non-Hispanic whites declined from 80% of the State's population to 40%, while Hispanics[image: External link] grew from 32% in 2000 to 38% in 2011.[124] It is currently projected that Hispanics will rise to 49% of the population by 2060, primarily due to domestic births rather than immigration.[115] With the decline of immigration from Latin America, Asian Americans now constitute the fastest growing racial/ethnic group in California; this growth primarily driven by immigration from China[image: External link], India[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link], respectively.[125]




	California Racial Breakdown of Population



	


	Racial composition
	1970[126]
	1990[126]
	2000[127]
	2010[128]



	White[image: External link]
	89.0%
	69.0%
	59.5%
	57.6%



	Asian[image: External link]
	2.8%
	9.6%
	10.9%
	13.0%



	Black[image: External link]
	7.0%
	7.4%
	6.7%
	6.2%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	1.0%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.3%
	0.4%



	Some other race[image: External link]
	0.7%
	13.2%
	16.8%
	17.0%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	4.8%
	4.9%





	


	Ancestry[fn 1]

	2013 population
	Margin of error (+/-)



	Total
	43,071,506
	33,741



	Afghan[image: External link]
	38,136
	3,075



	Albanian[image: External link]
	4,792
	681



	Alsatian[image: External link]
	730
	163



	American[image: External link]
	1,124,070
	10,956



	
Arab[image: External link]:
	277,573
	6,191



	
Egyptian[image: External link][fn 2]

	45,540
	2,737



	
Iraqi[image: External link][fn 2]

	20,551
	1,969



	
Jordanian[image: External link][fn 2]

	14,142
	1,731



	
Lebanese[image: External link][fn 2]

	57,008
	2,372



	
Moroccan[image: External link][fn 2]

	8,953
	959



	
Palestinian[image: External link][fn 2]

	16,340
	1,571



	
Syrian[image: External link][fn 2]

	23,298
	1,749



	Arab[fn 2]

	44,851
	2,645



	Arab other[fn 2]

	48,890
	2,692



	Armenian[image: External link]
	258,260
	5,292



	Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac[image: External link]
	35,690
	2,687



	Australian[image: External link]
	18,803
	1,253



	Austrian[image: External link]
	77,113
	2,205



	Basque[image: External link]
	18,413
	1,252



	Belgian[image: External link]
	25,581
	1,354



	Brazilian[image: External link]
	34,776
	1,964



	British[image: External link]
	146,221
	3,425



	Bulgarian[image: External link]
	13,093
	1,304



	Cajun[image: External link]
	3,752
	858



	Canadian[image: External link]
	88,244
	2,687



	Carpatho Rusyn[image: External link]
	462
	151



	Celtic[image: External link]
	5,910
	593



	Croatian[image: External link]
	48,160
	1,859



	Cypriot[image: External link]
	557
	204



	Czech[image: External link]
	88,563
	2,557



	Czechoslovakian[image: External link]
	23,097
	1,164



	Danish[image: External link]
	182,221
	3,432



	Dutch[image: External link]
	392,589
	6,088



	Eastern European[image: External link]
	66,301
	2,688



	English[image: External link]
	2,330,057
	15,509



	Estonian[image: External link]
	4,210
	636



	European[image: External link]
	542,475
	8,588



	Finnish[image: External link]
	50,937
	2,012



	
French[image: External link][fn 3]

	726,569
	8,629



	French Canadian[image: External link]
	111,298
	2,978



	German[image: External link]
	3,315,493
	16,348



	German Russian[image: External link]
	2,094
	328



	Greek[image: External link]
	131,110
	3,050



	Guyanese[image: External link]
	2,947
	468



	Hungarian[image: External link]
	125,280
	3,639



	Icelander[image: External link]
	6,169
	777



	Iranian[image: External link]
	213,661
	6,417



	Irish[image: External link]
	2,612,782
	13,767



	Israeli[image: External link]
	28,639
	1,889



	Italian[image: External link]
	1,525,214
	12,309



	Latvian[image: External link]
	10,974
	916



	Lithuanian[image: External link]
	48,883
	1,811



	Luxemburger[image: External link]
	3,040
	387



	Macedonian[image: External link]
	3,093
	471



	Maltese[image: External link]
	7,883
	1,035



	New Zealander[image: External link]
	5,047
	763



	Northern European[image: External link]
	46,409
	2,030



	Norwegian[image: External link]
	394,056
	5,827



	Pennsylvania German[image: External link]
	6,217
	609



	Polish[image: External link]
	504,770
	7,165



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	354,823
	5,044



	Romanian[image: External link]
	66,942
	2,927



	Russian[image: External link]
	433,384
	6,662



	Scandinavian[image: External link]
	64,166
	2,299



	Scotch-Irish[image: External link]
	240,268
	4,345



	Scottish[image: External link]
	520,575
	7,414



	Serbian[image: External link]
	17,739
	1,434



	Slavic[image: External link]
	11,335
	948



	Slovak[image: External link]
	24,732
	1,564



	Slovene[image: External link]
	8,628
	727



	Soviet Union[image: External link]
	195
	111



	
Subsaharan African[image: External link]:
	269,781
	7,329



	
Cape Verdean[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,549
	532



	
Ethiopian[image: External link][fn 4]

	28,007
	2,467



	
Ghanaian[image: External link][fn 4]

	3,392
	647



	
Kenyan[image: External link][fn 4]

	4,713
	970



	
Liberian[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,069
	400



	
Nigerian[image: External link][fn 4]

	25,498
	2,414



	
Senegalese[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	296



	
Sierra Leonean[image: External link][fn 4]

	537
	223



	
Somalian[image: External link][fn 4]

	7,066
	1,440



	
South African[image: External link][fn 4]

	10,095
	917



	
Sudanese[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,095
	510



	
Ugandan[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,694
	516



	
Zimbabwean[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	244



	African[fn 4]

	174,347
	6,255



	Other Subsaharan African[fn 4]

	7,549
	1,148



	Swedish[image: External link]
	425,092
	5,332



	Swiss[image: External link]
	103,574
	2,660



	Turkish[image: External link]
	23,206
	1,214



	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	99,583
	4,046



	Welsh[image: External link]
	168,463
	3,482



	
West Indian[image: External link][fn 5]

	79,125
	727



	
Bahamian[image: External link][fn 6]

	596
	215



	
Barbadian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,362
	308



	
Belizean[image: External link][fn 6]

	21,331
	1,459



	
Bermudan[image: External link][fn 6]

	370
	170



	
British West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,858
	485



	
Dutch West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,960
	329



	
Haitian[image: External link][fn 6]

	7,363
	1,046



	
Jamaican[image: External link][fn 6]

	28,675
	1,877



	
Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link][fn 6]

	5,357
	716



	
U.S. Virgin Islander[image: External link][fn 6]

	756
	288



	West Indian[fn 6]

	9,221
	1,247



	Other West Indian[fn 6]

	276
	124



	Yugoslavian[image: External link]
	33,363
	1,830



	Other groups
	24,394,120
	29,987



	footnotes =



	
^ Underlined entries have sub-ancestries


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Arab sub-ancestry


	
^ except Basque


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o Subsaharan African sub-ancestry


	
^ except Hispanic groups


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l West Indian sub-ancestry













	Ancestry
	2010 Population[130]

	Percentage of Total Population



	White, not Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	15,763,625
	42.3%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	14,013,719
	37.6%



	Mexican[image: External link]
	11,423,146
	30.6%



	Salvadoran[image: External link]
	573,956
	1.5%



	Guatemalan[image: External link]
	332,737
	0.8%



	Puerto Rican[image: External link]
	189,945
	0.5%



	Colombian[image: External link]
	164,416
	0.4%



	Spaniard[image: External link]
	142,194
	0.3%



	Nicaraguan[image: External link]
	100,790
	0.2%



	Peruvian[image: External link]
	91,511
	0.2%



	Cuban[image: External link]
	88,607
	0.2%



	Honduran[image: External link]
	72,795
	0.1%



	Argentinean[image: External link]
	44,410
	0.1%



	Ecuadorian[image: External link]
	35,750
	0.09%



	Chilean[image: External link]
	24,006
	0.06%



	Costa Rican[image: External link]
	22,469
	0.06%



	Panamanian[image: External link]
	17,768
	0.04%



	Bolivian[image: External link]
	13,351
	0.03%



	Dominican[image: External link]
	11,455
	0.03%



	Venezuelan[image: External link]
	11,100
	0.02%



	Uruguayan[image: External link]
	4,110
	0.01%



	Paraguayan[image: External link]
	1,228
	0.003%



	Asian[image: External link]
	5,556,592
	14.9%



	Filipino[image: External link]
	1,474,707
	3.9%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (except Taiwanese)
	1,349,111
	3.6%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	647,589
	1.7%



	Indian[image: External link]
	590,445
	1.5%



	Korean[image: External link]
	505,225
	1.3%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	428,014
	1.1%



	Okinawan[image: External link]
	1,377
	0.003%



	Taiwanese[image: External link]
	109,928
	0.2%



	Cambodian[image: External link]
	102,317
	0.2%



	Hmong[image: External link]
	91,224
	0.2%



	Laotian[image: External link]
	69,303
	0.2%



	Thai[image: External link]
	67,707
	0.1%



	Pakistani[image: External link]
	53,474
	0.1%



	Indonesian[image: External link]
	39,506
	0.1%



	Sri Lankan[image: External link]
	11,929
	0.03%



	Bangladeshi[image: External link]
	10,494
	0.02%



	Nepalese[image: External link]
	6,231
	0.01%



	Malaysian[image: External link]
	5,595
	0.01%



	Mongolian[image: External link]
	4,993
	0.01%



	Singaporean[image: External link]
	1,513
	0.004%



	Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link]
	2,683,914
	7.2%



	Multiracial[image: External link] (two or more races)
	1,815,384
	4.8%



	American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]
	723,225
	1.9%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	286,145
	0.7%



	Polynesian[image: External link]
	157,104
	0.4%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	74,932
	0.2%



	Samoan[image: External link]
	60,876
	0.1%



	Tongan[image: External link]]
	22,893
	0.06%



	Micronesian[image: External link]
	49,197
	0.1%



	Guamanian or Chamorro[image: External link]
	44,425
	0.1%



	Melanesian[image: External link]
	24,203
	0.06%



	Fijian[image: External link]
	24,059
	0.06%



	Total
	37,253,956
	100%
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 Languages






	Non-English Languages Spoken in California by more than 100,000 persons



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[131]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	28.46% (9,696,638 speakers)



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	2.20% (749,047)



	Chinese[image: External link]
	1.60% (544,008)



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	1.43% (486,577)



	Korean[image: External link]
	1.08% (368,693)



	Cantonese[image: External link]
	0.66% (226,149)



	Mandarin[image: External link]
	0.54% (184,594)



	Armenian[image: External link]
	0.52% (177,048)



	Persian[image: External link]
	0.52% (176,366)



	Japanese[image: External link]
	0.43% (146,494)



	Russian[image: External link]
	0.42% (141,718)



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.38% (129,183)



	Arabic[image: External link]
	0.38% (128,747)



	French[image: External link]
	0.36% (123,956)



	German[image: External link]
	0.34% (114,974)



	Punjabi[image: External link]
	0.31% (103,998)




English[image: External link] serves as California's de jure[image: External link] and de facto[image: External link] official language[image: External link]. In 2010, the Modern Language Association of America[image: External link] estimated that 57.02% (19,429,309) of California residents age 5 and older spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 42.98% spoke another primary language[image: External link] at home. According to the 2007 American Community Survey[image: External link], 73% of people who speak a language other than English at home are able to speak English well or very well, with 9.8% not speaking English at all.[2] Like most U.S. states[image: External link] (32 out of 50), California law enshrines English as its official language[image: External link], and has done so since the passage of Proposition 63[image: External link] by California voters. Various government agencies do, and are often required to, furnish documents in the various languages needed to reach their intended audiences.[132][133][134]

In total, 16 languages other than English were spoken as primary languages at home by more than 100,000 persons, more than any other state in the nation. New York State, in second place, had 9 languages other than English spoken by more than 100,000 persons.[135] The most common language spoken besides English was Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 28.46% (9,696,638) of the population.[115][113] With Asia contributing most of California's new immigrants, California had the highest concentration nationwide of Vietnamese[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link] speakers, the second highest concentration of Korean[image: External link], and the third highest concentration of Tagalog[image: External link] speakers.[2]

California has historically been one of the most linguistically diverse areas in the world, with more than 70 indigenous languages derived from 64 root languages in 6 language families.[136][137] A survey conducted between 2007 and 2009 identified 23 different indigenous languages of Mexico that are spoken among California farmworkers.[138] All of California's indigenous languages are endangered[image: External link], although there are now efforts toward language revitalization[image: External link].[note 3]

As a result of the state's increasing diversity and migration from other areas across the country and around the globe, linguists began noticing a noteworthy set of emerging characteristics of spoken American English[image: External link] in California since the late 20th century. This variety, known as California English[image: External link], has a vowel shift[image: External link] and several other phonological processes that are different from varieties of American English used in other regions of the United States.[139]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of California[image: External link]


The culture of California is a Western culture and most clearly has its modern roots in the culture of the United States[image: External link], but also, historically, many Hispanic[image: External link] influences. As a border and coastal state, Californian culture has been greatly influenced by several large immigrant populations, especially those from Latin America and Asia.[140]

California has long been a subject of interest in the public mind and has often been promoted by its boosters as a kind of paradise. In the early 20th century, fueled by the efforts of state and local boosters, many Americans saw the Golden State as an ideal resort destination, sunny and dry all year round with easy access to the ocean and mountains. In the 1960s, popular music groups such as The Beach Boys[image: External link] promoted the image of Californians as laid-back, tanned beach-goers.

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of the 1850s is still seen as a symbol of California's economic style[image: External link], which tends to generate technology, social, entertainment, and economic fads and booms and related busts.
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in California[image: External link]





	Religion in California (2014)[141]



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Protestant[image: External link]
	
  


	32%



	Roman Catholic[image: External link]
	
  


	28%



	No religion[image: External link]
	
  


	27%



	Judaism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Buddhism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Hinduism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Mormons[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Other
	
  


	5%






The largest religious denominations by number of adherents as a percentage of California's population in 2014 were the Catholic Church with 28 percent, Evangelical Protestants with 20 percent, and Mainline Protestants with 10 percent. Together, all kinds of Protestants accounted for 32 percent. Those unaffiliated with any religion represented 27 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions is 1% Muslim, 2% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[141] This is a change from 2008, when the population identified their religion with the Catholic Church with 31 percent; Evangelical Protestants with 18 percent; and Mainline Protestants with 14 percent. In 2008, those unaffiliated with any religion represented 21 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions in 2008 was 0.5% Muslim, 1% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[142] The American Jewish Year Book[image: External link] placed the total Jewish[image: External link] population of California at about 1,194,190 in 2006.[143] According to the Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link] (ARDA) the largest denominations by adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 10,233,334; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] with 763,818; and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 489,953.[144]

The first priests to come to California were Roman Catholic missionaries from Spain. Roman Catholics founded 21 missions along the California coast[image: External link], as well as the cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco. California continues to have a large Roman Catholic population due to the large numbers of Mexicans and Central Americans living within its borders. California has twelve dioceses and two archdioceses, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Archdiocese of San Francisco[image: External link], the former being the largest archdiocese in the United States.

A Pew Research Center[image: External link] survey revealed that California is somewhat less religious than the rest of the US: 62 percent of Californians say they are "absolutely certain" of their belief in God, while in the nation 71 percent say so. The survey also revealed 48 percent of Californians say religion is "very important", compared to 56 percent nationally.[145]
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Main articles: Sports in California[image: External link] and List of professional sports teams in California[image: External link]


California has twenty major professional sports league[image: External link] franchises, far more than any other state. The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has seven major league teams spread in its three major cities: San Francisco, San Jose, and Oakland. While the Greater Los Angeles Area is home to ten major league franchises. San Diego and Sacramento each have one major league team. The NFL Super Bowl[image: External link] has been hosted in California 11 times at four different stadiums: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Rose Bowl, Stanford Stadium, and San Diego's Qualcomm Stadium[image: External link]. A twelfth, Super Bowl 50[image: External link], was held at Levi's Stadium[image: External link] in Santa Clara[image: External link] on February 7, 2016.[146]

California has long had many respected collegiate sports programs. California is home to the oldest college bowl game, the annual Rose Bowl[image: External link], among others.

California is the only US state to have hosted both the Summer[image: External link] and Winter[image: External link] Olympics. The 1932[image: External link] and 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link] were held in Los Angeles. Squaw Valley Ski Resort[image: External link] in the Lake Tahoe region hosted the 1960 Winter Olympics[image: External link]. Multiple games during the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] took place in California, with the Rose Bowl[image: External link] hosting eight matches including the final[image: External link], while Stanford Stadium[image: External link] hosted six matches.

Below is a list of major league sports teams in California:



	Team
	Sport
	League



	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	American football[image: External link]
	
National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)



	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	
Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB)



	Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Oakland Athletics[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Diego Padres[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Francisco Giants[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	
National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA)



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link]
	Basketball
	
Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA)



	Anaheim Ducks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	
National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL)



	Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	San Jose Sharks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	
Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS)



	San Jose Earthquakes[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer



	Los Angeles Football Club[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer
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 Education




Main article: Education in California[image: External link]


See also: List of colleges and universities in California[image: External link]


Public secondary education[image: External link] consists of high schools[image: External link] that teach elective courses in trades, languages, and liberal arts with tracks for gifted, college-bound and industrial arts students. California's public educational system is supported by a unique constitutional amendment[image: External link] that requires a minimum annual funding level for grades K–12 and community colleges[image: External link] that grows with the economy and student enrollment figures.[147]

California had over 6.2 million school students in the 2005–06 school year. Funding and staffing levels in California schools lag behind other states. In expenditure per pupil, California ranked 29th (of the 50 states and the District of Columbia[image: External link]) in 2005–06. In teaching staff expenditure per pupil, California ranked 49th of 51. In overall teacher-pupil ratio, California was also 49th, with 21 students per teacher. Only Arizona and Utah were lower.[148]

A 2007 study concluded that California's public school system was "broken" in that it suffered from over-regulation.[149]

California's public postsecondary education[image: External link] offers three separate systems:


	The research university system in the state is the University of California[image: External link] (UC), a public university[image: External link] system. As of fall 2011, the University of California had a combined student[image: External link] body of 234,464 students.[150] There are ten general UC campuses, and a number of specialized campuses in the UC system. The system was originally intended to accept the top one-eighth of California high school students, but several of the schools have become even more selective.[151][152][153] The UC system was originally given exclusive authority in awarding Ph.Ds, but this has since changed and the CSU is also able to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California State University[image: External link] (CSU) system has almost 430,000 students, making it the largest university system in the United States. The CSU was originally intended to accept the top one-third of California high school students, but several of the schools have become much more selective.[153][154] The CSU was originally set up to award only bachelor's and master's degrees, but has since been granted the authority to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California Community Colleges System[image: External link] provides lower division coursework as well as basic skills and workforce training. It is the largest network of higher education in the US, composed of 112 colleges serving a student population of over 2.6 million.



California is also home to such notable private universities as Stanford University[image: External link], the University of Southern California[image: External link], the California Institute of Technology[image: External link], and the Claremont Colleges[image: External link]. California has hundreds of other private colleges and universities, including many religious and special-purpose institutions.
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Main article: Economy of California[image: External link]


See also: California locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The economy of California is large enough to be comparable to that of the largest of countries. As of 2016, the gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) is about $2.514 trillion[image: External link], the largest in the United States.[157] California is responsible for 13.9 percent of the United States' approximate $18.1 trillion gross domestic product (GDP).[157] California's GSP is larger than the GDP of all but 5 countries in dollar terms (the United States[image: External link], China[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and the United Kingdom[image: External link]),[158][159] larger than Brazil, France, Russia, Italy, India, Canada, Australia, Spain and Turkey. In Purchasing Power Parity[image: External link],[160] it is larger than all but 10 countries (the United States, China, India, Japan, Germany, Russia, Brazil, France, the United Kingdom, and Indonesia), larger than Italy, Mexico, Spain, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada and Turkey.[161]

The five largest sectors of employment in California are trade, transportation, and utilities; government; professional and business services; education and health services; and leisure and hospitality. In output, the five largest sectors are financial services, followed by trade, transportation, and utilities; education and health services; government; and manufacturing.[162] As of September 2016, California has an unemployment[image: External link] rate of 5.5%.

California's economy is dependent on trade and international related commerce accounts for about one-quarter of the state's economy. In 2008, California exported $144 billion worth of goods, up from $134 billion in 2007 and $127 billion in 2006.[163] Computers and electronic products are California's top export, accounting for 42 percent of all the state's exports in 2008.[163]

Agriculture is an important sector in California's economy. Farming-related sales more than quadrupled over the past three decades, from $7.3 billion in 1974 to nearly $31 billion in 2004.[164] This increase has occurred despite a 15 percent decline in acreage devoted to farming during the period, and water supply suffering from chronic instability. Factors contributing to the growth in sales-per-acre include more intensive use of active farmlands and technological improvements in crop production.[164] In 2008, California's 81,500 farms and ranches generated $36.2 billion products revenue.[165] In 2011, that number grew to $43.5 billion products revenue.[166] The Agriculture sector accounts for two percent of the state's GDP and employs around three percent of its total workforce.[167] According to the USDA[image: External link] in 2011, the three largest California agricultural products by value were milk[image: External link] and cream[image: External link], shelled almonds[image: External link], and grapes[image: External link].[168]

Per capita GDP[image: External link] in 2007 was $38,956, ranking eleventh in the nation.[169] Per capita income[image: External link] varies widely by geographic region and profession. The Central Valley is the most impoverished, with migrant farm workers[image: External link] making less than minimum wage[image: External link]. According to a 2005 report by the Congressional Research Service[image: External link], the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] was characterized as one of the most economically depressed regions in the United States, on par with the region of Appalachia[image: External link].[170] California has a poverty rate[image: External link] of 23.5%, the highest of any state in the country.[171] Many coastal cities include some of the wealthiest per-capita areas in the United States The high-technology sectors in Northern California, specifically Silicon Valley[image: External link], in Santa Clara[image: External link] and San Mateo counties[image: External link], have emerged from the economic downturn caused by the dot-com bust[image: External link].

In 2010, there were more than 663,000 millionaires in the state, more than any other state in the nation.[172] In 2010, California residents were ranked first among the states with the best average credit score of 754.[173]
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 State finances




Main articles: California state finances[image: External link] and 2008–12 California budget crisis[image: External link]


State spending increased from $56 billion in 1998 to $127 billion in 2011.[174][175] California, with 12% of the United States population, has one-third of the nation's welfare[image: External link] recipients.[176] California has the third highest per capita spending on welfare among the states, as well as the highest spending on welfare at $6.67 billion.[177] In January 2011 the California's total debt was at least $265 billion.[178] On June 27, 2013, Governor Jerry Brown signed a balanced budget (no deficit) for the state, its first in decades; however the state's debt remains at $132 billion.[179][180]

With the passage of Proposition 30 in 2012[image: External link], California now levies a 13.3% maximum marginal income tax[image: External link] rate with ten tax brackets[image: External link], ranging from 1% at the bottom tax bracket of $0 annual individual income to 13.3% for annual individual income over $1,000,000. California has a state sales tax[image: External link] of 7.5%, though local governments can and do levy additional sales taxes. Many of these taxes are temporary for a seven-year period (as stipulated in Proposition 30) and afterwards will revert to a previous maximum marginal income tax bracket of 10.3% and state sales tax rate of 7.25%.[181]

All real property[image: External link] is taxable annually; the tax is based on the property's fair market value at the time of purchase or new construction. Property tax increases are capped at 2% per year (see Proposition 13[image: External link]).
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Energy




Main article: Energy use in California[image: External link]


Because it is the most populous United States state, California is one of the country's largest users of energy. However because of its high energy rates, conservation mandates, mild weather in the largest population centers and strong environmental movement, its per capita energy use is one of the smallest of any United States state.[182] Due to the high electricity demand, California imports more electricity than any other state, primarily hydroelectric power from states in the Pacific Northwest (via Path 15[image: External link] and Path 66[image: External link]) and coal- and natural gas-fired production from the desert Southwest via Path 46[image: External link].[183]

As a result of the state's strong environmental movement, California has some of the most aggressive renewable energy[image: External link] goals in the United States, with a target for California to obtain a third of its electricity from renewables by 2020.[184] Currently, several solar power plants[image: External link] such as the Solar Energy Generating Systems[image: External link] facility are located in the Mojave Desert[image: External link]. California's wind farms[image: External link] include Altamont Pass[image: External link], San Gorgonio Pass[image: External link], and Tehachapi Pass[image: External link]. Several dams across the state provide hydro-electric power[image: External link]. It would be possible to convert the total supply to 100% renewable energy, including heating, cooling and mobility, by 2050.[185]

The state's crude oil and natural gas deposits are located in the Central Valley and along the coast, including the large Midway-Sunset Oil Field[image: External link]. Natural gas-fired power plants[image: External link] typically account for more than one-half of state electricity generation.

California is also home to two major nuclear power[image: External link] plants: Diablo Canyon[image: External link] and San Onofre[image: External link], the latter having been shut down in 2013. Also voters banned the approval of new nuclear power plants since the late 1970s because of concerns over radioactive waste disposal[image: External link].[186][note 4] In addition, several cities such as Oakland, Berkeley[image: External link] and Davis[image: External link] have declared themselves as nuclear-free zones[image: External link].
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Main article: Transportation in California[image: External link]


California's vast terrain is connected by an extensive system of controlled-access highways[image: External link] ('freeways'), limited-access roads[image: External link] ('expressways'), and highways. California is known for its car culture[image: External link], giving California's cities a reputation for severe traffic congestion[image: External link]. Construction and maintenance of state roads and statewide transportation planning are primarily the responsibility of the California Department of Transportation[image: External link], nicknamed "Caltrans". The rapidly growing population of the state is straining all of its transportation networks, and California has some of the worst roads in the United States.[188][189] The Reason Foundation's 19th Annual Report on the Performance of State Highway Systems ranked California's highways the third-worst of any state, with Alaska second, and Rhode Island first.[190]

The state has been a pioneer in road construction. One of the state's more visible landmarks, the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link], was once the longest suspension bridge main span[image: External link] in the world at 4,200 feet (1,300 m) when it opened in 1937. With its orange paint and panoramic views of the bay, this highway bridge is a popular tourist attraction and also accommodates pedestrians and bicyclists. The San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link] (often abbreviated the "Bay Bridge"), completed in 1936, transports about 280,000 vehicles per day on two-decks. Its two sections meet at Yerba Buena Island[image: External link] through the world's largest diameter transportation bore tunnel, at 76 feet (23 m) wide by 58 feet (18 m) high.[191] The Arroyo Seco Parkway[image: External link], connecting Los Angeles and Pasadena[image: External link], opened in 1940 as the first freeway in the Western United States.[192] It was later extended south to the Four Level Interchange[image: External link] in downtown Los Angeles, regarded as the first stack interchange[image: External link] ever built.[193]

Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] (LAX), the 6th busiest airport in the world[image: External link], and San Francisco International Airport[image: External link] (SFO), the 23rd busiest airport in the world[image: External link], are major hubs for trans-Pacific and transcontinental traffic. There are about a dozen important commercial airports and many more general aviation[image: External link] airports[image: External link] throughout the state.

California also has several important seaports[image: External link]. The giant seaport complex formed by the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] in Southern California is the largest in the country and responsible for handling about a fourth of all container cargo traffic in the United States. The Port of Oakland[image: External link], fourth largest in the nation, also handles trade entering from the Pacific Rim to the rest of the country. The Port of Stockton[image: External link] is the easternmost port on the west coast of the United States.[194]

The California Highway Patrol[image: External link] is the largest statewide police agency in the United States in employment with over 10,000 employees. They are responsible for providing any police-sanctioned service to anyone on California's state maintained highways and on state property.

The California Department of Motor Vehicles is by far the largest in North America. By the end of 2009, the California DMV had 26,555,006 driver's licenses and ID cards on file.[195] In 2010, there were 1.17 million new vehicle registrations in force.[196]

Intercity rail travel is provided by Amtrak California[image: External link], which manages the three busiest intercity rail lines in the United States outside the Northeast Corridor[image: External link], all of which are funded by Caltrans. This service is becoming increasingly popular over flying and ridership is continuing to set records, especially on the LAX-SFO route.[197] Integrated subway[image: External link] and light rail[image: External link] networks are found in Los Angeles (Metro Rail[image: External link]) and San Francisco (MUNI Metro[image: External link]). Light rail systems are also found in San Jose ( VTA[image: External link]), San Diego (San Diego Trolley[image: External link]), Sacramento (RT Light Rail[image: External link]), and Northern San Diego County ( Sprinter[image: External link]). Furthermore, commuter rail[image: External link] networks serve the San Francisco Bay Area ( ACE[image: External link], BART[image: External link], Caltrain[image: External link]), Greater Los Angeles ( Metrolink[image: External link]), and San Diego County ( Coaster[image: External link]).

The California High-Speed Rail[image: External link] Authority was created in 1996 by the state to implement an extensive 700 miles (1,100 km) rail system. Construction was approved by the voters during the November 2008 general election, a $9.95 billion state bond will go toward its construction.[198] Nearly all counties operate bus[image: External link] lines, and many cities operate their own city bus lines as well. Intercity bus travel is provided by Greyhound[image: External link] and Amtrak Thruway Coach.
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Main article: Water in California[image: External link]


California's interconnected water system is the world's largest, managing over 40,000,000 acre feet[image: External link] (49 km3) of water per year, centered on six main systems of aqueducts and infrastructure projects.[199] Water use and conservation in California is a politically divisive issue, as the state experiences periodic droughts and has to balance the demands of its large agricultural and urban sectors, especially in the arid southern portion of the state. The state's widespread redistribution of water also invites the frequent scorn of environmentalists.

The California Water Wars[image: External link], a conflict between Los Angeles and the Owens Valley over water rights, is one of the most well-known examples of the struggle to secure adequate water supplies.[200] Former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger said: "We've been in crisis for quite some time because we're now 38 million people and not anymore 18 million people like we were in the late 60s. So it developed into a battle between environmentalists and farmers and between the south and the north and between rural and urban. And everyone has been fighting for the last four decades about water."[201]
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 Government and politics
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 Armed forces






In California, as of 2009, the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link] had a total of 117,806 active duty[image: External link] servicemembers of which 88,370 were Sailors[image: External link] or Marines[image: External link], 18,339 were Airmen[image: External link], and 11,097 were Soldiers[image: External link], with 61,365 Department of Defense civilian employees. Additionally, there were a total of 57,792 Reservists and Guardsman[image: External link] in California.[202]

In 2010, Los Angeles County[image: External link] was the largest origin of military recruits in the United States by county, with 1,437 individuals enlisting in the military.[203] However, as of 2002, Californians were relatively under-represented in the military as a proportion to its population.[204]

In 2000, California, had 2,569,340 veterans of United States military service[image: External link]: 504,010 served in World War II, 301,034 in the Korean War[image: External link], 754,682 during the Vietnam War[image: External link], and 278,003 during 1990–2000 (including the Persian Gulf War).[205] As of 2010, there were 1,942,775 veterans living in California, of which 1,457,875 served during a period of armed conflict, and just over four thousand served before World War II[image: External link] (the largest population of this group of any state).[206]

California's military forces consist of the Army and Air National Guard[image: External link], the naval and state military reserve[image: External link] (militia), and the California Cadet Corps[image: External link].
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 Federal representation




See also: California's congressional districts[image: External link]


The state of California sends 53[image: External link] members to the House of Representatives[image: External link],[207] the nation's largest congressional state delegation. Consequently California also has the largest number of electoral votes[image: External link] in national presidential elections, with 55. California's U.S. Senators[image: External link] are Dianne Feinstein[image: External link], a native and former mayor of San Francisco, and Kamala Harris[image: External link], a native, former District Attorney from San Francisco and former Attorney General of California. In 1992, California became the first state to have a Senate delegation entirely composed of women.
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 Government




Main article: Government of California[image: External link]


The state's capital is Sacramento[image: External link].

California is organized into three branches of government[image: External link] – the executive branch[image: External link] consisting of the Governor[image: External link] and the other independently elected constitutional officers; the legislative branch[image: External link] consisting of the Assembly[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link]; and the judicial branch[image: External link] consisting of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link] and lower courts. The state also allows ballot propositions[image: External link]: direct participation of the electorate by initiative[image: External link], referendum[image: External link], recall[image: External link], and ratification[image: External link]. Before the passage of California Proposition 14 (2010)[image: External link], California allowed each political party to choose whether to have a closed primary[image: External link] or a primary where only party members and independents[image: External link] vote. After June 8, 2010 when Proposition 14 was approved, excepting only the United States President and county central committee offices,[208] all candidates in the primary elections are listed on the ballot with their preferred party affiliation, but they are not the official nominee of that party.[209] At the primary election, the two candidates with the top votes will advance to the general election regardless of party affiliation.[209] If at a special primary election, one candidate receives more than 50% of all the votes cast, they are elected to fill the vacancy and no special general election will be held.[209]

California has a twinning arrangement[image: External link] with Catalonia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link][210]


	Executive branch



The California executive branch[image: External link] consists of the Governor of California[image: External link] and seven other elected constitutional officers: Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Attorney General[image: External link], Secretary of State[image: External link], State Controller[image: External link], State Treasurer[image: External link], Insurance Commissioner[image: External link], and State Superintendent of Public Instruction[image: External link]. They serve four-year terms and may be re-elected only once.[211]


	Legislative branch



The California State Legislature[image: External link] consists of a 40-member Senate and 80-member Assembly. Senators serve four-year terms and Assembly members two. Members of the Assembly are subject to term limits[image: External link] of three terms, and members of the Senate are subject to term limits of two terms.


	Judicial branch



California's legal system is explicitly based upon English common law[image: External link][212] (as is the case with all other states except Louisiana[image: External link]) but carries a few features from Spanish civil law[image: External link], such as community property[image: External link]. California's prison population grew from 25,000 in 1980 to over 170,000 in 2007.[213] Capital punishment[image: External link] is a legal form of punishment and the state has the largest "Death Row[image: External link]" population in the country (though Oklahoma and Texas are far more active in carrying out executions).[214][215]

California's judiciary system[image: External link] is the largest in the United States (with a total of 1,600 judges, while the federal system has only about 840). At the apex is the seven Justices of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link], while the California Courts of Appeal[image: External link] serve as the primary appellate courts[image: External link] and the California Superior Courts[image: External link] serve as the primary trial courts[image: External link]. Justices of the Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal are appointed by the Governor, but are subject to retention by the electorate every 12 years. The administration of the state's court system is controlled by the Judicial Council[image: External link], composed of the Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, 14 judicial officers, four representatives from the State Bar of California[image: External link], and one member from each house of the state legislature.
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 Local government




Main article: Local government in California[image: External link]
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 Counties




See also: List of counties in California[image: External link]


California is divided into 58 counties[image: External link]. Per Article 11, Section 1, of the Constitution of California[image: External link], they are the legal subdivisions of the state. The county government provides countywide services such as law enforcement, jails, elections and voter registration, vital records, property assessment and records, tax collection, public health, health care, social services, libraries, flood control, fire protection, animal control, agricultural regulations, building inspections, ambulance services, and education departments in charge of maintaining statewide standards.[216][217] In addition, the county serves as the local government for all unincorporated areas[image: External link]. Each county is governed by an elected board of supervisors[image: External link].[218]
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 City and town governments




Incorporated cities and towns in California are either charter[image: External link] or general-law municipalities.[104] General-law municipalities owe their existence to state law and are consequently governed by it; charter municipalities are governed by their own city or town charters. Municipalities incorporated in the 19th century tend to be charter municipalities. All ten of the state's most populous cities are charter cities. Most small cities have a council-manager[image: External link] form of government, where the elected city council appoints a city manager to supervise the operations of the city. Some larger cities have a directly-elected mayor who oversees the city government. In many council-manager cities, the city council selects one of its members as a mayor, sometimes rotating through the council membership—but this type of mayoral position is primarily ceremonial.

The Government of San Francisco[image: External link] is the only consolidated city-county[image: External link] in California, where both the city and county governments have been merged into one unified jurisdiction. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors[image: External link] also acts as the city council and the Mayor of San Francisco[image: External link] also serves as the county administrative officer.
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 School districts and special districts




See also: List of school districts in California[image: External link]


About 1,102 school districts[image: External link], independent of cities and counties, handle California's public education[image: External link].[219] California school districts may be organized as elementary districts, high school districts, unified school districts combining elementary and high school grades, or community college districts.[219]

There are about 3,400 special districts[image: External link] in California.[220] A special district[image: External link], defined by California Government Code § 16271(d) as "any agency of the state for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions within limited boundaries", provides a limited range of services within a defined geographic area. The geographic area of a special district can spread across multiple cities or counties, or could consist of only a portion of one. Most of California's special districts are single-purpose districts, and provide one service.
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 Ideology




Main articles: Politics of California[image: External link] and Elections in California[image: External link]




	California registered voters as of January 5, 2016[221]



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	7,438,655
	43.1%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	4,767,259
	27.62%



	
	No Party Preference[image: External link]
	4,141,860
	24%



	
	American Independent[image: External link]
	472,019
	2.73%



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	120,578
	0.7%



	
	Green[image: External link]
	102,688
	0.59%



	
	Peace and Freedom[image: External link]
	75,579
	0.44%



	Other
	140,775
	0.82%



	Total
	17,259,413
	100%






	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	31.62% 4,483,810

	
61.73% 8,753,788




	2012[image: External link]
	37.12% 4,839,958

	
60.24% 7,854,285




	2008[image: External link]
	36.91% 5,011,781

	
60.94% 8,274,473




	2004[image: External link]
	44.36% 5,509,826

	
54.40% 6,745,485




	2000[image: External link]
	41.65% 4,567,429

	
53.45% 5,861,203




	1996[image: External link]
	38.21% 3,828,380

	
51.10% 5,119,835




	1992[image: External link]
	32.61% 3,630,574

	
46.01% 5,121,325




	1988[image: External link]
	
51.13% 5,054,917

	47.56% 4,702,233




	1984[image: External link]
	
57.51% 5,467,009

	41.27% 3,922,519




	1980[image: External link]
	
52.69% 4,524,858

	35.91% 3,083,661




	1976[image: External link]
	
49.35% 3,882,244

	47.57% 3,742,284




	1972[image: External link]
	
55.01% 4,602,096

	41.54% 3,475,847




	1968[image: External link]
	
47.82% 3,467,664

	44.74% 3,244,318




	1964[image: External link]
	40.79% 2,879,108

	
59.11% 4,171,877




	1960[image: External link]
	
50.10% 3,259,722

	49.55% 3,224,099





California has an idiosyncratic political culture compared to the rest of the country, and is sometimes regarded as a trendsetter.[223] In socio-cultural mores and national politics, Californians are perceived as more liberal[image: External link] than other Americans, especially those who live in the inland states.

Among the political idiosyncrasies and trendsetting, California was the second state to recall their state governor[image: External link], the second state to legalize abortion, and the only state to ban marriage for gay couples twice by voters (including Proposition 8 in 2008[image: External link]). Voters also passed Proposition 71 in 2004[image: External link] to fund stem cell[image: External link] research, and Proposition 14 in 2010[image: External link] to completely change the state's primary election[image: External link] process. California has also experienced disputes over water rights[image: External link]; and a tax revolt[image: External link], culminating with the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978[image: External link], limiting state property taxes[image: External link].

The state's trend towards the Democratic Party[image: External link] and away from the Republican Party[image: External link] can be seen in state elections. From 1899 to 1939, California had Republican governors. Since 1990, California has generally elected Democratic candidates to federal, state and local offices, including current Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link]; however, the state has elected Republican Governors, though many of its Republican Governors, such as Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link], tend to be considered moderate Republicans and more centrist[image: External link] than the national party.

The Democrats also now hold a majority in both houses of the state legislature. There are 56 Democrats and 24 Republicans in the Assembly; and 26 Democrats and 12 Republicans in the Senate.

The trend towards the Democratic Party is most obvious in presidential elections; Republicans have not won California's electoral votes[image: External link] since 1988.

In the United States House, the Democrats held a 34–19 edge in the CA delegation of the 110th United States Congress[image: External link] in 2007. As the result of gerrymandering[image: External link], the districts in California were usually dominated by one or the other party, and few districts were considered competitive. In 2008, Californians passed Proposition 20 to empower a 14-member independent citizen commission to redraw districts for both local politicians and Congress. After the 2012 elections, when the new system took effect, Democrats gained 4 seats and held a 38–15 majority in the delegation.

In general, Democratic strength is centered in the populous coastal regions[image: External link] of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]. Republican strength is still greatest in eastern parts of the state. Orange County[image: External link] also remains mostly Republican. One study ranked Berkeley[image: External link], Oakland[image: External link], Inglewood[image: External link] and San Francisco in the top 20 most liberal American cities; and Bakersfield[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Escondido[image: External link], Garden Grove[image: External link], and Simi Valley[image: External link] in the top 20 most conservative cities.[224]

In October 2012, out of the 23,802,577 people eligible to vote, 18,245,970 people were registered to vote.[225] Of the people registered, the three largest registered groups were Democrats (7,966,422), Republicans (5,356,608), and Decline to State[image: External link] (3,820,545).[225] Los Angeles County[image: External link] had the largest number of registered Democrats (2,430,612) and Republicans (1,037,031) of any county in the state.[225]
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 See also





	Index of California-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of California[image: External link] – organized list of topics about California
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 Notes






	
^ The coordinates of the center of population are at 35.458606°N 119.355165°W[image: External link].[103]


	
^ behind Nevada and Arizona


	
^ The following are a list of the indigenous languages: Root languages of California: Athabaskan Family: Hupa, Mattole, Lassik, Wailaki, Sinkyone, Cahto, Tolowa, Nongatl, Wiyot, Chilula; Hokan Family: Pomo, Shasta, Karok, Chimiriko; Algonquian Family: Whilkut, Yurok; Yukian Family: Wappo; Penutian Family: Modok, Wintu, Nomlaki, Konkow, Maidu, Patwin, Nisenan, Miwok, Coast Miwok, Lake Miwok, Ohlone, Northern Valley Yokuts, Southern Valley Yokuts, Foothill Yokuts; Hokan Family: Esselen, Salinan, Chumash, Ipai, Tipai, Yuma, Halchichoma, Mohave; Uto-Aztecan Family: Mono Paiute, Monache, Owens Valley Paiute, Tubatulabal, Panamint Shoshone, Kawaisu, Kitanemuk, Tataviam, Gabrielino, Juaneno, Luiseno, Cuipeno, Cahuilla, Serrano, Chemehuevi


	
^ Minnesota also has a moratorium on construction of nuclear power plants, which has been in place since 1994.[187]
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The Amityville Horror (2005 film)






The Amityville Horror is a 2005 American horror film[image: External link] directed by Andrew Douglas and written by Scott Kosar[image: External link]. It is a remake[image: External link] of the 1979 film The Amityville Horror[image: External link] and the ninth installment in the Amityville franchise[image: External link]. It was based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by Jay Anson[image: External link], which documents the alleged experiences of the Lutz family after they moved into a house on Long Island[image: External link] which had been the scene of a mass murder committed by Ronald DeFeo, Jr.[image: External link], who murdered six members of his family there in 1974.
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 Plot




In 1974, Ronald DeFeo, Jr.[image: External link] murdered his family at their house at 112 Ocean Avenue in Amityville, New York[image: External link]. He claimed that he was persuaded to kill them by voices he heard in the house.

One year later, married couple George[image: External link] and Kathy Lutz[image: External link] move into the house along with Kathy's three children from a previous marriage, Billy, Michael, and Chelsea. The family soon begins experiencing paranormal events in the house. Chelsea claims that she has befriended a girl named Jodie, a name belonging to one of the murdered DeFeo children.

One night the couple decide to go out, and they hire a babysitter to watch the three kids. When the babysitter, Lisa, arrives, they come to find out that she had previously been hired to babysit for the DeFeos. Lisa tells them about the murders that took place in their house. When she goes to Chelsea's room, Chelsea tells her that she is a bad babysitter, claiming that Jodie told her so. Lisa begins to scold Jodie for being the reason behind her getting fired. Then Billy dares Lisa to go inside the closet (the same closet where Jodie was murdered), and she gets locked inside. After a few seconds she encounters Jodie herself, and begs to be let out. She goes into shock and the paramedics arrive to take her away; on the way to the hospital, Lisa tells Kathy that she had seen Jodie.

George's behavior towards Kathy and her children becomes abusive and the paranormal activity continues. Kathy asks priest Father Callaway (Philip Baker Hall[image: External link]) to bless the house, as a protective measure to prevent any future paranormal incidents, but Father Callaway flees the house when he encounters such occurrences himself. Kathy discovers that the house once belonged to a cult preacher named Reverend Jeremiah Ketcham, whose evil actions towards Native Americans during his "mission" in 17th century Amityville are said to be the cause of the haunting at 112 Ocean Avenue. Meanwhile, George, as he is walking through the basement of the house, encounters the apparitions of the various Indians who were tortured and killed there by Ketcham centuries ago. Entering a dimly-lit room, George encounters Ketcham himself (though he is not aware of who he is), and the ghostly figure of the evil missionary turns around, picks up a knife, and slits his throat in an act of recreating his suicide, covering George with blood, and causing him to become nearly completely possessed.

Kathy becomes convinced that George's abusive behavior is owed to a spiritual possession[image: External link]. Following urgent advice from Father Callaway, Kathy tries to evacuate her children from the house and escort them to safety, but the possessed George attempts to kill her and the children; Kathy knocks him out to prevent him from doing so and transports him away from the residence. Subsequently, George is released from the spirit's control and the family permanently leaves the house. A title card states that the family left within 28 days of arriving and never returned. Jodie is shown standing in the now empty house and screaming in terror while the house rearranges itself. Subsequently, she is pulled beneath the floor by a pair of disembodied hands.
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 Cast





	
Melissa George[image: External link] as Kathy Lutz[image: External link]


	
Ryan Reynolds[image: External link] as George Lutz[image: External link]


	
Jesse James[image: External link] as Billy Lutz

	
Jimmy Bennett[image: External link] as Michael Lutz

	
Chloë Grace Moretz as Chelsea Lutz

	
Rachel Nichols[image: External link] as Lisa

	
Philip Baker Hall[image: External link] as Father Callaway

	Isabel Conner as Jodie DeFeo

	Brendan Donaldson as Ronald "Ronnie" DeFeo, Jr.[image: External link]
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 Production




Although the film is set on Long Island, it was shot in Chicago, Antioch[image: External link], Buffalo Grove[image: External link], and Fox Lake[image: External link] in Illinois[image: External link] and Salem[image: External link] and Silver Lake[image: External link] in Wisconsin[image: External link]. The house used is a real 1800's home that was temporarily converted to add the famous "eye" windows. This house is Located at 27618 Silver Lake Road, Salem, 53168.

MGM claimed the remake was based on new information uncovered during research of the original events, but George Lutz later claimed nobody ever spoke to him or his family about the project. When he initially heard it was underway, his attorney contacted the studio to find out what they had in the planning stages and to express Lutz's belief they didn't have the right to proceed without his input. Three letters were sent and none was acknowledged. In June 2004, the studio filed a motion for declaratory relief[image: External link] in federal court, insisting they had the right to do a remake, and Lutz countersued, citing violations of the original contract that had continued through the years following the release of the first film.[3] The case remained unresolved when Lutz died in May 2006.
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 Release
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 Box office




The Amityville Horror opened on 3323 screens in the US on April 15, 2005 and earned $23,507,007 on its opening weekend, ranking first in the domestic box office. It eventually grossed $65,233,369 domestically and $42,813,762 in foreign markets for a total worldwide box office of $108,047,131.[2]
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 Critical reception




The film received negative reviews. It holds a 23% score on review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], based on 158 reviews, with an average rating of 4.2/10. The site's consensus states: "A so-so remake of a so-so original."[4] Metacritic[image: External link] reports a 33 out of 100 rating, based on 31 critics, indicating "generally unfavorable reviews".[5]

Manohla Dargis[image: External link] of the New York Times[image: External link] said, "Low-key creepy rather than outright scary, the new Amityville marks a modest improvement over the original, partly because, from acting to bloody effects, it is better executed; and partly because the filmmakers have downgraded the role of the priest, played in all his vein-popping glory by Rod Steiger[image: External link] in the first film and by a considerably more subdued Philip Baker Hall here."[6]

Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] rated the film one star and commented, "First-time director Andrew Douglas crams in every ghost cliché[image: External link], from demonic faces to dripping blood. This house springs so many FX[image: External link] shocks it plays like a theme-park ride. Result? It's not scary, just busy. For the real thing, watch Psycho[image: External link] . . . The Shining[image: External link] . . . The Haunting[image: External link] . . . or The Innocents[image: External link] . . . What all those films have in common is precisely what the new Amityville Horror lacks: They know it's what you don't see in a haunted house that fries your nerves to a frazzle."[7]

Ruthe Stein of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] thought "the truly shocking thing about the new version is that it's not bloody awful . . . The decision to use minimal computer-generated effects, made for monetary rather than artistic reasons, works to Amityville's advantage. It retains the cheesy look of the 1979 original, pure schlock not gussied up to appear to be anything else."[8]

Marjorie Baumgarten of the Austin Chronicle[image: External link] stated the original film was "an effective little tingler whose frights are steady, implied, and cumulative . . . but in the remake the frights are such that you’re wondering why the stubborn Lutzes don’t flee after the first night. Obviously, the filmmakers were keen to remake this film exactly because the technological advances of the last 25 years now permit more graphic displays of horrific imaginings and computer enhancements that can render the invisible world visible. Strategically, the new Amityville never intended to go for the subtler, implied horror of the original; this one would be all about scaring the pants off viewers. And in this, the movie generally succeeds as sudden scares and flashes of yucky imagery cause audience members to yelp aloud as if on cue . . . The most irritating aspect of the new movie, however, has nothing to do with comparisons but rather with some of the inherent illogic of the story. Why are we seeing images of a hanged girl when we know she’s been shot in the head? Images seem to be grafted into the film that have little to do with the actual story. Maybe it’s a technique that succeeds within quick advertising spots, but it piles confusion onto the art of storytelling."[9]

James Christopher of The Times[image: External link] observed, "There is something pleasurably batty about the way the family blunders on. The chills are satisfyingly creepy. The gory special effects are lavish and effective. And the wooden house itself is a sinister architectural pleasure. It’s total nonsense of course, but I left the lights on that night anyway."[10]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] in anamorphic widescreen[image: External link] format on October 4, 2005. Bonus features include commentary by Reynolds and producers Form and Fuller; eight deleted scenes[image: External link]; Supernatural Homicide, with discussions about the murders that are the basis for the film with police and local residents; The Source of Evil, a behind-the-scenes look at the making of the film; and a photo gallery.

A VHS version was released the same day and was the final Dimension film released on VHS. Miramax[image: External link] handles the digital distribution rights, with including its own logo.
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 Controversy




The real George Lutz denounced the film as "drivel" and was suing the filmmakers at the time of his death in May 2006.[11]
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500 Days of Summer






500 Days of Summer (stylized as (500) Days of Summer) is a 2009 American romantic[image: External link] comedy-drama film[image: External link] directed by Marc Webb[image: External link] from a screenplay written by Scott Neustadter[image: External link] and Michael H. Weber[image: External link], and produced by Mark Waters[image: External link]. The film stars Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link] and Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], and employs a nonlinear narrative[image: External link] structure, with the story based upon its male protagonist[image: External link] and his memories of a failed relationship.[3]

As an independent production[image: External link], the film was picked up for distribution by Fox Searchlight Pictures[image: External link] and premiered at the 25th Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]. It garnered favorable reviews and became a successful "sleeper hit[image: External link]", earning over $60 million in worldwide returns, far exceeding its $7.5 million budget. Many critics lauded the film as one of the best from 2009 and drew comparisons to other acclaimed films such as Annie Hall[image: External link] (1977) and High Fidelity[image: External link] (2000).[3][4][5]

The film received Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] and Best Screenplay[image: External link] awards at the 14th Satellite Awards[image: External link] and 25th Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link], respectively, as well as two nominations at the 67th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]: Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link] and Best Actor – Musical or Comedy[image: External link] (Gordon-Levitt).
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 Plot




The film is presented in a nonlinear narrative[image: External link], jumping between various days within the 500 days of Tom and Summer's relationship. There is an on-screen timer showing the day. This is a linear summary of the plot.

On January 8, Tom Hansen meets Summer Finn, his boss's new assistant. Tom is trained as an architect but works as a writer at a greeting card company in Los Angeles. After discovering they have a similar taste in music, they have a conversation about love; Tom believes in it, but Summer does not. Following a karaoke[image: External link] night, Tom's friend and co-worker McKenzie drunkenly reveals that Tom likes Summer, which Tom asserts is only "as friends", something Summer agrees with. A few days later, Summer kisses Tom in the copy room at work. During the next few months Summer and Tom grow closer.

Tom shows Summer his favorite spot in the city, which overlooks a number of buildings he likes, though the view is somewhat spoiled by parking lots. After several months of dating, both Tom's friends and his preteen half-sister Rachel push him to question Summer where they are in their relationship, though Summer brushes this off, saying that it shouldn't matter if they're both happy. One night, Tom gets into a fight with a man who tries to pick up Summer in a bar, which causes their first argument. They make up and Summer concedes Tom deserves some certainty, but that his demand that she promises to always feel the same way about him would be impossible for anyone to make. On day 290, Summer breaks up with Tom in a diner after an awkward conversation at the record store, where Summer appears to have lost interest in Tom. Summer wants them to remain friends, but Tom is devastated.

Summer quits her job at the greeting card company. Tom's boss moves him to the consolations department, as his depression is not suitable for happier events. Tom goes on a blind date with a woman named Alison. The date does not go well as he spends it complaining about Summer until an exasperated Alison ends up taking Summer's side. Months later, Tom attends co-worker Millie's wedding and tries to avoid Summer on the train, but she spots him and invites him for coffee. They have a good time at the wedding, dance together, and Summer catches the bouquet. She invites Tom to a party at her apartment and falls asleep on Tom's shoulder on the train ride back. He attends the party hoping to rekindle their relationship but barely gets to talk to Summer and spends most of the night drinking alone, until he spots her engagement ring. Tom leaves, close to tears. He enters a deep depression, only leaving his apartment for alcohol and junk food. After a few days, he returns to work with a hangover and, after an emotional outburst, quits his job. Rachel tells Tom that she does not believe Summer was "the one" and that his depression is being worsened by the fact that he is only looking back on the positive aspects of their relationship.

One day he suddenly finds the energy to get out of bed and rededicates himself to architecture, something Summer had pressured him to do. He makes a list of firms he wants to work for, assembles a portfolio, and goes to job interviews. On day 488, Summer is waiting for Tom at his favorite spot in the city and they talk. Summer explains that Tom was right about true love existing; he was just wrong about it being with her. She says she got married because she felt sure about her husband, something she wasn't with Tom. Summer puts her hand on Tom's and says she is glad to see he is doing well. As she leaves, Tom tells her he really hopes she is happy.

Twelve days later, on Wednesday, May 23, Tom attends a job interview and meets a girl who is also applying for the same job. He finds that she shares his favorite spot and dislike for the parking lots. As he is entering the interview, he invites her for coffee afterwards. She politely declines, then changes her mind. Her name is Autumn. The on-screen clock winds back to its start.
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 Cast





	
Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link] as Tom Hansen, a trained architect who works as a writer at a greeting card company.

	
Zooey Deschanel[image: External link] as Summer Finn, assistant to Tom's boss and Tom's love interest.

	
Geoffrey Arend[image: External link] as McKenzie, Tom's co-worker at the greeting card company.

	
Chloë Grace Moretz as Rachel Hansen, Tom's younger half-sister.

	
Matthew Gray Gubler[image: External link] as Paul, one of Tom's friends.

	
Clark Gregg[image: External link] as Vance, Tom's boss.

	
Patricia Belcher[image: External link] as Millie

	
Rachel Boston[image: External link] as Alison, Tom's blind date.

	
Minka Kelly[image: External link] as Autumn

	
Maile Flanagan[image: External link] as Rhoda

	
Yvette Nicole Brown[image: External link] as Vance's New Secretary

	Olivia Bagg as Young Summer

	
Richard McGonagle[image: External link] as Narrator

	
Harrison Ford[image: External link] as Han Solo[image: External link] (cameo)
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 Writing




The style of film is presented in a nonlinear narrative. Each scene is introduced using a title card showing which of the 500 days it is.[6] Co-writer of the film Scott Neustadter[image: External link] admitted the film was based on a real romance. Neustadter explains that when he met the real girl who inspired the character Summer as a student at the London School of Economics[image: External link] in 2002, he was rebounding from a bad breakup back home, and promptly fell "crazily, madly, hopelessly in love" with the girl who "returned his kisses but not his ardor." The ending of the relationship was "painfully and unforgettably awful," which prompted him to co-write the film with Michael H. Weber. When Neustadter later showed the script to Summer's real life counterpart, she said she related more to the Tom character.[7][8] Weber also stated that, "we've all been in the trenches of love, we've all gone through the highs and lows, so Scott and I felt that the only way to tell this story was to come at it from a completely real place. It was pretty interesting for us because Scott was just going through a break-up and I was in a long-term relationship, so we each brought a totally opposite perspective, living it and not living it, and I think that tension helped to bring out more of the comedy".[9]
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 Direction




Director Marc Webb has described the film as more of a "coming of age[image: External link]" story as opposed to a " rom-com[image: External link]". He stated, "We arrive at a different conclusion, for one thing. Plus, most romantic comedies are more loyal to a formula than to emotional truth. It's about happiness, and learning that you'll find it within yourself, rather than in the big blue eyes of the girl in the cubicle down the hall. I wanted to make an unsentimental movie and an uncynical movie. In my mind, I wanted it to be something you could dance to. That's why we put a parenthesis in the title – it's like a pop song in movie form. It's not a big film. It's not about war or poverty. It's about 500 days in a young guy's relationship, but it's no less deserving of scrutiny. When your heart is first broken, it consumes you. And it's an emotion I wanted to make a movie about, before I forgot how it felt".[9] Webb also stated that Deschanel's character, Summer, is based on a stock character[image: External link] type; "Yes, Summer is an immature view of a woman. She's Tom's view of a woman. He doesn't see her complexity and the consequence for him is heartbreak. In Tom's eyes, Summer is perfection, but perfection has no depth. Summer's not a girl, she's a phase."[9] Gordon-Levitt explained that he was drawn to the role of Tom because of his relatability to the character. "I've had my heart broken before. Truly, truly broken. But when I look back at me in my heartbroken phase, it's pretty hilarious, because it felt so much more extreme than it really was. One of the things I love about 500 Days of Summer is that it doesn't make light of what we go through in romances, but it is honest about it and shows it for what it is, which is often profoundly funny".[9]
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 Filming locations




David Ng of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] describes architecture as a star of the film.[10] Tom is seen reading Alain de Botton[image: External link]'s The Architecture of Happiness[image: External link]. The film was originally set in San Francisco but was later moved to Los Angeles and the script rewritten to make better use of the location.[11] Buildings used include the Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] (which includes the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion[image: External link]) and the towers of California Plaza[image: External link].[10] The older Fine Arts Building[image: External link] is featured in the film, in a scene where Tom shows it to Summer and mentions its designers, Walker and Eisen[image: External link], two of his favorite architects, although he incorrectly gives the partners' names as "Walker and Eisner."

Christopher Hawthorne of the Los Angeles Times describes the film as having "finely honed sense of taste" to include the Bradbury Building[image: External link] where Tom goes for his job interview.[12][13]
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 Marketing




To help promote the film, Gordon-Levitt and Deschanel starred in the debut episode of Microsoft Zune[image: External link] and Mean Magazine's "Cinemash" series. In the episode, they "mash" the characters from the film Sid and Nancy[image: External link] with story elements from 500 Days of Summer.[14]

Marc Webb created a music video as a companion piece to the film, titled "The Bank Heist". It features Deschanel and Gordon-Levitt dancing to "Why Do You Let Me Stay Here?", a song by Deschanel's folk group She & Him[image: External link].[2] Webb remarked, "when we didn't include Zooey in the dance sequence [in 500 Days], she was a little heartbroken and I felt like I needed to remedy that."[15]
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 Release




The film made its debut at the 25th Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]. It proved a huge success and received a standing ovation[image: External link] from festival crowds upon screening.[16] In Europe, 500 Days of Summer premiered in Switzerland as the opening film of the 62nd Locarno Film Festival[image: External link].[17]

Filmed independently[image: External link], it was picked up for distribution by Fox Searchlight Pictures[image: External link] and opened in the United States and Canada on July 17, 2009, later expanding to wide release on August 7, 2009.[18] It was later also released on September 2, 2009, in Ireland and the United Kingdom, and opened in Australia on September 17, 2009.[19]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Upon the film's initial limited release[image: External link] in the U.S, it was expected to become the "breakout indie[image: External link] hit of the summer".[20] Later, during its full opening weekend, the film grossed twenty-seven times its original budget cost,[9] making it one of the most successful "sleeper hits[image: External link]" of the year.[21] By September 8, the film had taken in $1.9 million from 318 screens in the United Kingdom. This was regarded as a successful five-day opening by Fox Searchlight, earning around half as much as the science-fiction blockbuster District 9[image: External link], which took in $3.5 million.[22] As of February 25, 2010 the film has grossed $32,391,374 in the United States and Canada and $60,722,734 worldwide.[23]
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 Critical response




500 Days of Summer received positive reviews, with critics particularly praising the screenplay and Gordon-Levitt's performance. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film is "Certified Fresh" with a rating of 86%, based on 215 reviews with an average rating of 7.6/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "A clever, offbeat romantic comedy, 500 Days of Summer is refreshingly honest and utterly charming."[24] Later, at the website's year-end "Golden Tomato Awards", which honored the best reviewed films of 2009, the film placed second in the romantic category.[25] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film received an average score of 76/100 based on 36 reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[26]

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] gave the film four stars out of four. He described the film as "a delightful comedy, alive with invention". He particularly praised the strong performances of Gordon-Levitt and Deschanel and summarized his review by adding, "Here is a rare movie that begins by telling us how it will end and is about how the hero has no idea why".[27] Premiere[image: External link] also awarded the film four stars out of four, stating "Much like the actual summer (the season, not the character), we never wanted it to end".[28]

Michael Ordoña of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] gave a positive review. He wrote, "500 Days of Summer is something seldom seen: an original romantic comedy. It bristles with energy, emotion and intellect, as it flits about the dizzying highs and weeping-karaoke lows of a passionate entanglement".[29] Dana Stevens of Slate[image: External link] also praised the film and described it as "a keeper. It's fun both to watch and to talk about afterward, and it possesses the elusive rom-com sine qua non: two equally appealing leads who bounce wonderfully off each other".[30]

Lou Lumenick[image: External link] of the New York Post[image: External link] awarded the film three stars out of four. He praised the directing of Marc Webb, stating, "it's the oldest bittersweet story in the book, of course, but music-video director Marc Webb approaches his feature debut with great confidence, flair and a minimum of schmaltz. That's the whole guy-centric point of 500 Days of Summer, though. Sometimes you never, ever truly figure out why these mysterious creatures break your heart".[31]

Entertainment Weekly critic Owen Gleiberman gave the film an "A", and also praised the originality of the story; "Most romantic comedies have half a dozen situations at best: Meet Cute, Infatuation, Pop Song Montage, Contrived Mix-Up, Angry Breakup, and Final Clinch. 500 Days of Summer is about the many unclassifiable moments in between. It's a feat of star acting, and it helps make 500 Days not just bitter or sweet but everything in between".[32]

Film Threat[image: External link] critic Scott Knopf gave the film a maximum five-star rating and called the script "fantastic". He also lauded the film's innovative nature; "Of course they meet. Of course they fall for each other. Of course there are problems. It sounds cliché but what's remarkable about 500 Days is how the film explores new ways to tell the world's oldest story". He concluded that the film was "the best romantic comedy since Love Actually[image: External link]."[33]

Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] gave the film three and a half stars out of four. He wrote, "Boy meets girl, boy loses girl. It's been done to emo death. That's why the sublimely smart-sexy-joyful-sad 500 Days of Summer hits you like a blast of pure romantic oxygen" and concludes: "500 Days is otherwise a different kind of love story: an honest one that takes a piece out of you".[34] IGN[image: External link] critic Eric Goldman scored the film at 9.0/10 upon his review of the Blu-ray[image: External link] release. He praised the film as "one of the best of 2009" and particularly complimented the innovative nature of the story in an often clichéd[image: External link] genre; "500 Days of Summer proved there is a way to bring something fresh and new to one of the most cliché and often frustrating genres – the romantic comedy".[35] The New York Times[image: External link][36] and Empire[image: External link] gave the film 4/5.[37]

The A.V. Club[image: External link] also gave the film favourable reviews with a B- grade.[38]

NPR[image: External link] was more dismissive: "For all its rhetorical whimsy and hipster dressings, 500 Days of Summer is a thoroughly conservative affair, as culturally and romantically status quo as any Jennifer Aniston vehicle."[39] Joe Morgenstern of The Wall Street Journal was also more critical, calling it, "synthetic and derivative, a movie that's popping with perceptions while searching for a style."[40]

British newspaper The Times[image: External link] gave a mixed review. Despite Toby Young awarding the film three stars out of five, he critiqued, "It is hardly the freshest romantic comedy of past 20 years. Taking the best bits from other movies and rearranging them in a non-linear sequence does not make for an original film."[41] The Guardian film critic Peter Bradshaw[image: External link] said the film was "let down by sitcom cliches, and by being weirdly incurious about the inner life of its female lead."[42]

Mark Adams of the Daily Mirror[image: External link], though, gave the film a glowing review, awarding it a full five stars, and writing, "It is a modern romance for grown-ups... a sweet-natured, funny, deeply-romantic tale that brims with energy and is blessed with top-notch performances by Deschanel and Gordon-Levitt, who are both charming and have real chemistry".[43] Chris Tookey of the Daily Mail[image: External link] was also impressed and described the film as "delightful and endearing", awarding four stars out of five. He wrote, "For the young, this is a worthwhile cautionary tale. If you're of more mature vintage, it will make you remember how it felt to be naive, energised by first love and mortified when that certain someone turned out not to love you nearly as much as you would have liked".[44]

Jordan Mattos of the World Socialist Web Site[image: External link] gave the film a negative review, stating that its omission of "the material realities and complexities that play a hand in determining the fate of contemporary relationships... comes at too high a price". He praised Deschanel's performance as "honest, and terrifying in its calculating precision" but condemned the film for not taking "a searching look" at the development of Summer's personality.[45]

Chelsey Aquino of Racket Magazine gave the film a positive review, granting the film a score of 8.5 out of 10. She wrote "500 Days was a breath of fresh air; they weren't afraid of showing the pear-shaped, more real and complex side of romance versus all the old clichés." Praise was also given, complimenting how 500 Days of Summer was "a rare kind of film that transcends its genre and the stereotypes that it's often associated with."[46]
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 Top Ten lists




The film was also included in several "Top Ten" year end lists for 2009 by various film critics.



	Publication
	Rank



	St. Louis Post Dispatch[image: External link]
	1[47]




	About.com[image: External link]
	2[48]




	The Capital Times[image: External link]
	2[49]




	BBC Radio 1[image: External link]
	3[50]




	Richard Roeper[image: External link]
	4[47]




	Miami Herald[image: External link]
	5[47]




	Entertainment Weekly
	6[47]




	USA Today[image: External link]
	6[47]




	Associated Press[image: External link]
	7[51]




	The Hollywood Reporter
	7[47]




	New York Daily News[image: External link]
	7[47]




	Premiere[image: External link]
	7[47]




	Chicago Reader[image: External link]
	8[47]




	Rolling Stone[image: External link]
	9[47]




	National Board of Review[image: External link]
	N/A[52]
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 Accolades




Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber received numerous awards for their screenplay; including the 2009 Hollywood Film Festival[image: External link]'s Hollywood Breakthrough Screenwriter Award on October 26, 2009,[53] the Satellite Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link],[54] the Southeastern Film Critics Association Award for Best Original Screenplay (with the film also being named in the Top Ten Films of the Year),[55] as well as the Las Vegas Film Critics Society Award for Best Screenplay.[56]

Alan Edward Bell won the San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Editing[image: External link],[57] as well as the film being named one of the ten best movies of the year by the National Board of Review Awards 2009[image: External link].[52] The film also received two nominations at the 67th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] announced on December 15, 2009, for Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link] and for Joseph Gordon-Levitt for Best Actor – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]. It has been nominated for four Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link] and won the award for Best Screenplay[image: External link].



	Awards



	Group
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Outcome



	Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Most Promising Filmmaker
	Marc Webb[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comedy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]
	Scott Neustadter[image: External link] and Michael H. Weber[image: External link]



	Denver Film Critics Society
	Best Original Screenplay
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Nominated



	Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Film
	Nominated



	Best Director
	Marc Webb



	Best Actor
	Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link]



	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]
	Joseph Gordon-Levitt



	Hollywood Film Festival[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Screenwriter
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Won



	Houston Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Picture
	Nominated



	Independent Spirit Award[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Won



	Best Male Lead[image: External link]
	Joseph Gordon-Levitt
	Nominated



	Indiana Film Critics Association
	Top 10 Films of the Year



	Las Vegas Film Critics Society
	Best Screenplay
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Won



	National Board of Review[image: External link]
	Top 10 Films of the Year



	Best Directorial Debut[image: External link]
	Marc Webb
	Won



	Oklahoma Film Critics Circle
	Best Film
	Nominated



	Best Original Screenplay
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Won



	People's Choice Award[image: External link]
	Favorite Independent Movie
	Nominated



	San Diego Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Alan Edward Bell
	Won



	Satellite Award[image: External link]
	Top 10 Films of the Year



	Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Won



	Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]
	Zooey Deschanel[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Southeastern Film Critics Association
	Top 10 Films of the Year



	Best Original Screenplay
	Scott Neustadler and Michael H. Weber
	Won



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Comedy



	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Won



	Most Original, Innovative or Creative Film
	Nominated



	Favorite Scene
	'Expectations vs. reality' split-screen sequence



	'Morning after' dance number



	Utah Film Critics Association
	Best Screenplay
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Nominated



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]
	Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber
	Nominated
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 Soundtrack albums




Two soundtrack albums[image: External link] were released for 500 Days of Summer. The first, consisting of various pop[image: External link] songs from the film, was released through Sire Records[image: External link] and reached no. 42 on the Billboard 200[image: External link] sales chart.[58] Andrew Leahey of Allmusic[image: External link] rated the album three and a half stars out of five, saying "With music playing such an integral role in the story line, it's refreshing to see that the accompanying soundtrack does its job well, distilling the characters' record collections (not to mention the movie's quirky, nostalgic ambiance) into one eclectic track list."[59] The second album consists of the film's musical score, composed by Mychael Danna[image: External link] and Rob Simonsen[image: External link].
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 Music from the Motion Picture






	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Performer
	Length



	1.
	"A Story of Boy Meets Girl"
	Mychael Danna, Rob Simonsen
	Richard McGonagle[image: External link]
	1:35



	2.
	" Us[image: External link]" (from Soviet Kitsch[image: External link], 2004)
	Regina Spektor[image: External link]
	Regina Spektor[image: External link]
	4:49



	3.
	"There Is a Light That Never Goes Out[image: External link]" (from The Queen Is Dead[image: External link], 1986)
	Johnny Marr[image: External link], Morrissey[image: External link]
	The Smiths[image: External link]
	4:03



	4.
	"Bad Kids" (from Good Bad Not Evil[image: External link], 2007)
	Cole Alexander, Ian Brown, Jared Swilley, Joseph Bradley
	Black Lips[image: External link]
	2:08



	5.
	"Please, Please, Please Let Me Get What I Want[image: External link]" (from "William, It Was Really Nothing[image: External link]", 1984)
	Marr, Morrissey
	The Smiths
	1:52



	6.
	"There Goes the Fear[image: External link]" (from The Last Broadcast[image: External link], 2002)
	James Goodwin[image: External link], Andrew Williams[image: External link], Jeremy Williams[image: External link]
	Doves[image: External link]
	6:56



	7.
	"You Make My Dreams[image: External link]" (from Voices[image: External link], 1980)
	Sara Allen[image: External link], Daryl Hall[image: External link], John Oates[image: External link]
	Hall & Oates[image: External link]
	3:05



	8.
	"Sweet Disposition[image: External link]" (from Conditions[image: External link], 2009)
	Lorenzo Sillitto, Dougy Mandagi
	The Temper Trap[image: External link]
	3:53



	9.
	"Quelqu'un m'a dit" (from Quelqu'un m'a dit[image: External link], 2003)
	Carla Bruni[image: External link], Leos Carax[image: External link]
	Carla Bruni[image: External link]
	2:44



	10.
	" Mushaboom[image: External link]" (from Let It Die[image: External link], 2004)
	Leslie Feist[image: External link]
	Feist[image: External link]
	3:44



	11.
	"Hero" (from Begin to Hope[image: External link], 2006)
	Spektor
	Regina Spektor
	3:31



	12.
	" Bookends[image: External link]" (from Bookends[image: External link], 1968)
	Paul Simon[image: External link]
	Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]
	1:20



	13.
	"Vagabond" (from Wolfmother[image: External link], 2005)
	Myles Heskett, Chris Ross[image: External link], Andrew Stockdale[image: External link]
	Wolfmother[image: External link]
	3:47



	14.
	"She's Got You High[image: External link]" (from These Things Move in Threes[image: External link], 2007)
	James Arguile, Niall Buckler, Oli Frost, Gareth Jennings, James New
	Mumm-Ra[image: External link]
	3:25



	15.
	"Here Comes Your Man[image: External link]" (originally performed by the Pixies[image: External link])
	Charles Thompson[image: External link]
	Meaghan Smith[image: External link]
	3:13



	16.
	"Please, Please, Please Let Me Get What I Want" (originally performed by The Smiths)
	Marr, Morrissey
	She & Him[image: External link]
	2:12






	iTunes[image: External link] bonus tracks



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Performer
	Length



	17.
	"Here Comes Your Man" (originally performed by the Pixies)
	Thompson
	Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link]
	 



	18.
	"Sugar Town[image: External link]" (originally performed by Nancy Sinatra[image: External link])
	Lee Hazlewood[image: External link]
	Zooey Deschanel[image: External link]
	 



	19.
	"At Last[image: External link]" (originally performed by Etta James[image: External link])
	Mack Gordon[image: External link], Harry Warren[image: External link]
	Kevin Michael[image: External link]
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 The Score from the Motion Picture




All tracks written by Mychael Danna and Rob Simonsen[60].



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Main Title"
	1:35



	2.
	"Trouble"
	0:47



	3.
	"Things Were Going So Well"
	1:46



	4.
	"I Want to Get Her Back"
	2:23



	5.
	"Anal Girl"
	1:39



	6.
	"Friends"
	2:14



	7.
	"Ikea"
	0:57



	8.
	"After Dance"
	0:56



	9.
	"Serious"
	1:15



	10.
	"87"
	1:32



	11.
	"Arm Drawing"
	2:55



	12.
	"Nobody Can"
	2:04



	13.
	"Art Gallery"
	1:23



	14.
	"New Wave"
	1:19



	15.
	"I Love Us"
	2:40



	16.
	"Blind Date"
	1:39



	17.
	"I'm Not Going"
	1:21



	18.
	"Train Ride Home"
	0:53



	19.
	"Sketching Again"
	1:48



	20.
	"To the Architect"
	3:50
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The Poker House






The Poker House, subsequently retitled as Behind Closed Doors, is a 2008 American drama film[image: External link] written and directed by Lori Petty[image: External link], in her directorial debut[image: External link]. The film depicts a painful day in the life of a teenaged girl who is raising her two younger sisters in their mother's whorehouse[image: External link]. The story is based on Petty's own early life during the mid-1970s.[1]



TOP
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 Plot




The film focuses on one single day in the life of three abused and neglected sisters, Agnes (age 14) (Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link]), Bee (age 12) (Sophi Bairley), and Cammie (age 8) (Chloë Grace Moretz). Their mother, Sarah (Selma Blair[image: External link]), a woman who has turned to prostitution[image: External link] to support the girls, is forced into alcohol and drug abuse by her pimp, Duval (Bokeem Woodbine[image: External link]). Because of this, Sarah is unable to care for the girls, forcing Agnes into a position of being a mother to her two younger sisters. The three girls live in the mother's whorehouse, the Poker House, where neighborhood pimps and criminals gather to play poker, as well. Agnes believes Duval loves her, as a boyfriend would, despite his abuse towards her mother.

The movie starts when Agnes arrives home, very early in the morning. She begins tidying the house and wakes Bee, after preparing her paper route for her. The conversation between the two reveals another sister, Cammie, and that Cammie often stays the night at her friend Sheila's house. The movie reveals that the girls and their mother once had a real family. Their father, a preacher, used to beat Sarah and the girls. The four fled, and Sarah, struggling to make ends meet, became a prostitute.

The day shifts from girl to girl. Little interaction occurs among the three. Bee speaks of moving into a foster home, hoping to be adopted. Cammie spends the day at a bar, making friends with Dolly (Natalie West), the bar owner, and Stymie (David Alan Grier[image: External link]), an alcoholic. Agnes rides through town, talking with a few friends, playing a game of basketball, and picking up a couple of paychecks from her part-time jobs.

Towards the end of the day, Agnes climbs through Bee's window, avoiding the living room, which is full of gamblers, pimps, and drunks. Bee has locked herself in her room, and like Agnes, avoids the downstairs chaos. Agnes makes Bee leave the house, telling her not to come back for a while. She then makes her way into the living room, and a stranger begins to talk to her. He asks her why she is there, and she responds by telling him that this is where she lives and that Sarah is her mother. When the man finds out that Agnes is a star basketball player for her high school team, with an important game that night, the man gives her a sympathetic look and tells her to get out of the house and go to the game, but she ignores him.

Later that evening, Duval and Agnes begin kissing again, Agnes narrates over the entire scene, after a few minutes, Duval then rapes Agnes. As Duval releases her, she runs to the bathroom to clean herself, horrified by the thoughts of the violence and possibility of pregnancy. She is completely traumatized. Her mother enters the bathroom, and as Agnes reaches for her in utter distress, Sarah refuses to touch her, and instead tells Agnes to go to the store to pick up alcohol after reminiscing on Agnes being a handful as a young child, showing intelligence even when she was a one-year-old.

Soon after, Agnes overhears Duval telling Sarah that he will begin pimping and selling Agnes, as well. Agnes threatens to shoot Duval, firing a couple of shots to prevent Duval from leaving, screaming to her mother that he raped her and deserves to be shot for what he does to Sarah, too. Sarah only tells Agnes that she will defend him. Agnes leaves for her basketball game.

Agnes scores 27 points in the second half alone, a record that lasts for years to come. However, she falls when she scores the last goal, limps to the car, and has a meltdown. She then wipes her tears and puts the horrific events of the night in the back of her mind. She drives off and finds Bee and Cammie at a nearby bridge. The two get in the car, with Agnes not telling her young sisters of events that took place that evening, and instead takes them to get dinner. Bee reveals that she went to the bar after she went to a friend's house and that she found Cammie. Cammie then plays "Ain't No Mountain High Enough[image: External link]", and the movie closes as the three girls sing together.

At the start of the film credits, Agnes is revealed to have left Iowa to go to New York and become an actress and artist. Some 20 years later, she is shown to have directed the movie, and the movie is the true story of director and actress Lori Petty's childhood.
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Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link] as Agnes

	
Selma Blair[image: External link] as Sarah

	
Chloë Grace Moretz as Cammie

	
Bokeem Woodbine[image: External link] as Duval

	
David Alan Grier[image: External link] as Stymie

	
Danielle Campbell[image: External link] as Darla

	
Sophi Bairley as Bee

	Casey Tutton as Sheila



Jennifer Lawrence's father, Gary Lawrence, appears uncredited in the film as the basketball coach of the other team.[2]
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 Critical response




The Poker House has received mixed reviews from film critics. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports that 57% of critics have given the film a positive review based on seven reviews, with an average score of 6.2/10.[3]
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid (film)






Diary of a Wimpy Kid is a 2010 American comedy film[image: External link] directed by Thor Freudenthal[image: External link] and based on Jeff Kinney[image: External link]'s book of the same name[image: External link].[3][4][5] The film stars Zachary Gordon[image: External link] and Devon Bostick[image: External link]. Robert Capron[image: External link], Rachael Harris[image: External link], Steve Zahn[image: External link], and Chloë Grace Moretz also have prominent roles. It is the first film in the Diary of a Wimpy Kid film series[image: External link] followed by 2011's Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules[image: External link], 2012's Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days[image: External link] and 2017's Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Long Haul[image: External link].[6] The film earned $75.7 million on a $15 million budget. It is the only film in the series to be directed by Freudenthal, who was replaced by David Bowers[image: External link] for the rest of the installments. The film was theatrically released on March 19, 2010 in the United States by 20th Century Fox[image: External link].
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 Plot




The film starts when Rodrick (Devon Bostick[image: External link]) wakes up his brother Greg (Zachary Gordon[image: External link]), saying it was time for school. However, Rodrick tricked Greg, as it is already night. After the title sequence, Greg attends his first day at middle school and discovers the ups and downs, such as the missing stall doors in the boys' bathroom and the diffulties of obtaining a seat during lunch break. During P.E. lessons, he and his best friend Rowley (Robert Capron[image: External link]) escape from a game of Gladiator and learn about the Cheese Touch - a rotten piece of cheese on the basketball court that makes anyone who touches it an outcast. Greg also meets Angie (Chloe Grace Moretz[image: External link]), a girl who isolates herself from the other girls to survive. Greg states his intention of becoming the most popular student in school.

At the end of the day, Rowley unintentionally embarrasses both boys by asking Greg if he wants to come over and "play". Greg looks through Rodrick's yearbook at home and Rodrick catches them, threatening to kill Greg. The next day, Greg signs up for wrestling to become popular but suffers humiliating losses against Fregley (Grayson Russell[image: External link]), a weird, unpopular kid, Patty Farrell (Laine MacNeil[image: External link]), Greg's arch-enemy from elementary school. On Halloween, the two boys encounter teenagers while trick or treating, and they are drenched with water. When Greg threatens to call the cops, the teenagers chase them to his Grandma's house. Some time later on, Greg makes it an effort to make Rowley popular by changing his style of clothing and looks, and how he wears a backpack.

The boys join Safety Patrol in an effort to become popular, and they try out for a contest that offers a student a chance to become the new cartoonist for the school paper. After Greg accidentally broke Rowley's arm during a game the boys played, Rowley becomes extremely popular, and wins the contest. Greg becomes jealous of him. At Safety Patrol, Greg panicks when he encounters a truck identical to the teenagers' from Halloween, and hides the kids in a construction zone. He is spotted by a neighbour who mistakes him for Rowley. To his own bewilderment, Rowley is banned from the Patrol, but Greg eventually confesses to Rowley; Rowley accuses Greg of being selfish and ends their friendship. Rowley makes friends with Collin who replaces Greg as Rowley's new best friend.

Greg decides to pursue popularity without Rowley by joining the school play. At tryouts, Greg's soprano voice earns him the role of Dorothy Gale[image: External link]; however, Patty threatens the teacher into casting her instead. Greg signs up as a tree, hoping to throw apples on Patty during the play, but during rehearsal, the trees are told they won't throw apples but sing a song instead. At the performance, Greg refuses to sing as Rodrick is videotaping the performance, and begins throwing apples, ending the play in chaos. Rodrick is grounded but Greg fails to reconcile with Rowley.

One day at school, Rowley and Greg confront each other. Patty and the other kids force Greg and Rowley to fight; however, neither of them are good at fighting. The Halloween teenagers arrive at the scene and force the school to flee, but catch Rowley and Greg. They force Rowley to eat the cheese before the P.E. teacher forces them to flee. When the other kids notice that the Cheese is gone, Greg covers up for Rowley by saying he removed it. This mends their friendship but makes Greg an outcast, as he is thought to have the Cheese Touch.

When the yearbooks are published, he and Rowley make the Class Favorites page as "Cutest Friends."
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 Cast






	
Zachary Gordon[image: External link] as Gregory Heffley

	
Robert Capron[image: External link] as Rowley Jefferson

	
Devon Bostick[image: External link] as Rodrick Heffley

	Connor and Owen Fielding as Manny Heffley

	
Steve Zahn[image: External link] as Frank Heffley, Greg's father

	
Rachael Harris[image: External link] as Susan Heffley, Greg's mother

	
Chloë Grace Moretz as Angelina "Angie" Steadman

	
Karan Brar[image: External link] as Chirag Gupta

	
Grayson Russell[image: External link] as Fregley

	
Laine MacNeil[image: External link] as Patty Farrell

	
Alex Ferris[image: External link] as Collin Lee

	
Andrew McNee[image: External link] as Coach Malone
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 Production




Filming of Diary of a Wimpy Kid was in Vancouver[image: External link] and wrapped up on October 16, 2009.

The official trailer[image: External link] for Wimpy Kid was released virally[image: External link] on January 21, 2010 and was shown in theaters with Tooth Fairy[image: External link].[7] A poster for the film was released shortly after. Another trailer was shown with Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief[image: External link].[8]

The official Facebook account for Wimpy Kid had uploaded three clips from the film, as of March 1, 2010.[9] In the United Kingdom[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link] the film was released in cinemas on August 25, 2010.
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack was released by La La Land Records[image: External link] with special thanks to the records labels of the featured artists; Universal Motown Records[image: External link], Capitol Records[image: External link], B-Unique Records[image: External link], Columbia Records[image: External link], XL Recordings[image: External link], Rough Trade[image: External link], Beautiful Bomb Records[image: External link], Chrysalis Records[image: External link], Stick Music, and Gordy Records[image: External link].[10]


	" Ride[image: External link]" – The Vines[image: External link]


	"Never Miss a Beat[image: External link]" – Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link]


	"The Four Seasons[image: External link]" – Antonio Vivaldi[image: External link]


	"More Than I Can Do" (Instrumental Version) – Scott Kinney

	"Super Freak[image: External link]" – Rick James[image: External link]


	"When They Fight, They Fight" – Generationals[image: External link]


	" Hot[image: External link]" – Smash Mouth[image: External link]


	"Danger! High Voltage[image: External link]" – Electric Six[image: External link]


	" Cobrastyle[image: External link]" – Teddybears[image: External link]


	"O.K. Mr Hillbilly" – Ron Henley[image: External link]


	"You're Supposed to Be My Friend[image: External link]" – 1990s[image: External link]


	"Total Eclipse of the Heart[image: External link]" – Jim Steinman[image: External link]


	"We Three Trees" – L.J. Benet

	"Time to Die" – Ali Dee Theodore[image: External link] and Joey Katsaros

	"Le Freak[image: External link]" – Chic[image: External link]


	"The Popular Thing" – Jukebox the Ghost[image: External link]


	" Intergalactic[image: External link]" – Beastie Boys[image: External link]


	"What Do You Want from Me[image: External link]" – Forever the Sickest Kids[image: External link]


	"Tear It Up" – White Demons

	"Up Rock" (Slow Version) – Ali Dee Theodore[image: External link] and The Deekompressors

	"Live to Rock" – Brian Tichy[image: External link]
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 Distribution
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Main article: The Wimpy Kid Movie Diary[image: External link]


A tie-in book, written by Kinney, called The Wimpy Kid Movie Diary[image: External link] was published on March 16, 2010, by Amulet Books (an imprint of Abrams Books[image: External link]). It includes film stills, storyboards, preliminary concept drawings, and also behind the scenes information to humorously chronicle the making of the film. It also includes some new illustrations.[11][12]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD and Blu-ray on August 3, 2010. The Blu-ray Version features six pages from Rowley's diary, Diary of an Awesome, Friendly Kid.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reception





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Critical response




Review aggregator site Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], based on 101 reviews, gives the film an approval rating of 53%. The consensus given is: "Unlike its bestselling source material, Diary of a Wimpy Kid fails to place a likable protagonist at the center of its middle-school humor – and its underlying message is drowned out as a result."[13] It also holds a "mixed or average" rating of 56 at Metacritic[image: External link], based on 26 reviews.[14] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "A−" on an A+ to F scale.[15] Roger Ebert gave the film three-and-a-half stars out of four, writing "It's nimble, bright and funny. It doesn't dumb down. It doesn't patronize. It knows something about human nature."[16] Glenn Whipp of the Associated Press[image: External link] was less positive, saying, "In transferring the clean, precise humor of Kinney's illustrations and prose to the big-screen, the material loses just a bit of its charm."[17] At the Movies[image: External link] host David Stratton[image: External link] gave the film one star while co-host Margaret Pomeranz[image: External link] gave it half a star. Stratton called the film "tiresome" and said there was "nothing remotely interesting in Thor Freudenthal's direction or the screenplay." Pomeranz disliked the character of Greg Heffley, saying "I really thought he was unpleasant. I did not want to spend time with him. I could not wait for the end of this film."[18]
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 Box office




The film opened in second place at the weekend box office grossing $22.1 million, behind Alice in Wonderland[image: External link].[19]

Despite a lack of distinctive marketing, Diary of a Wimpy Kid drew a decent crowd, opening to $22.1 million on approximately 3,400 screens at 3,077 sites, notably beating out the heavily hyped The Bounty Hunter[image: External link]. It was the biggest start ever for a non-animated, non-fantasy children's book adaptation. Diary of a Wimpy Kid grossed more in its first three days than other film adaptions to children's novels like How to Eat Fried Worms[image: External link] and Hoot[image: External link] grossed in their entire runs.[19] The film grossed $64,003,625 in North America and $11,696,873 in other territories for a worldwide total of $75,700,498.[20]
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Award[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie[image: External link]
	Diary of a Wimpy Kid
	Nominated
	



	2011[image: External link]
	Young Artist Award
	Best Performance in a Feature Film - Leading Young Actor[image: External link]
	Zachary Gordon[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[21]



	Best Performance in a Feature Film - Supporting Young Actor[image: External link]
	Robert Capron[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Performance in a Feature Film - Supporting Young Actor[image: External link]
	Alex Ferris[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Performance in a Feature Film - Supporting Young Actress[image: External link]
	Laine MacNeil[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Performance in a Feature Film - Young Ensemble Cast[image: External link]
	Zachary Gordon[image: External link], Robert Capron[image: External link], Devon Bostick[image: External link], Chloë Grace Moretz, Laine MacNeil[image: External link], Grayson Russell[image: External link], Karan Brar[image: External link], and Alex Ferris[image: External link]
	Nominated
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 Sequels




Three sequels were released in 2011, 2012 and 2017 respectively. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules[image: External link] was released on March 25, 2011. It was based on the second book in the series, Rodrick Rules[image: External link]. Zachary Gordon[image: External link] reprised his role in the film. The film received a 47% approval rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days[image: External link] was released in August 3, 2012 and is based on The Last Straw[image: External link] and Dog Days[image: External link] while including a scene from the premiere book, where Greg's dad tries to unplug Greg's video game console. A film based on The Long Haul[image: External link] was released in May 2017.
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Kick-Ass (film)






Kick-Ass is a 2010 British-American superhero[image: External link] black comedy film[image: External link] based on the comic book of the same name by Mark Millar and John Romita, Jr. The film was directed by Matthew Vaughn, who produced with Brad Pitt[image: External link] and co-wrote the screenplay with Jane Goldman[image: External link]. Its general release was on 25 March 2010 in the United Kingdom and on 16 April 2010 in the United States. It is the first installment of the Kick-Ass film series[image: External link].

It tells the story of an ordinary teenager, Dave Lizewski[image: External link] (Aaron Johnson), who sets out to become a real-life superhero[image: External link], calling himself "Kick-Ass". Dave gets caught up in a bigger fight when he meets Big Daddy (Nicolas Cage[image: External link]), a former cop who, in his quest to bring down the crime boss Frank D'Amico (Mark Strong) and his son (Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link]) (Red Mist), has trained his eleven-year-old daughter (Chloë Grace Moretz) to be the ruthless vigilante Hit-Girl.

Despite having generated some controversy for its profanity and violence performed by a child, Kick-Ass was well received by both critics and audiences. In 2011 it won the Empire Award[image: External link] for Best British Film[image: External link]. The film has gained a strong cult following[image: External link] since its release on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link]. A sequel, written and directed by Jeff Wadlow[image: External link] and produced by Vaughn, was released in August 2013, with Johnson, Mintz-Plasse, and Moretz reprising their roles.



TOP
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 Plot




Dave Lizewski[image: External link] is an ordinary teenager who lives in Staten Island, New York[image: External link]. Inspired by comic books, Dave plans to become a real-life superhero[image: External link]. He purchases and modifies a bodysuit, and arms himself with batons[image: External link]. During his first outing, he gets stabbed and then hit by a car[image: External link]. After recovering, he gains a capacity to endure pain and enhanced durability.

In his absence from school, a rumor spreads that he is gay[image: External link], as he was found naked by the paramedics after discarding his costume. As a result, his longtime crush, Katie Deauxma, immediately attempts to become his friend. Unhappy with the misunderstanding, Dave nevertheless appreciates the opportunity to get closer to Katie.

Dave returns to crime-fighting and gains notoriety after intervening in a gang attack. Calling himself "Kick-Ass", he sets up a Myspace[image: External link] account where he can be contacted for help. Responding to a request from Katie, he confronts a drug dealer, Rasul, who has been harassing her. At Rasul's place, Kick-Ass is quickly overwhelmed by Rasul's thugs. Before they can kill him, two costumed vigilantes[image: External link], Hit-Girl and her father, Big Daddy, intervene, easily slaughter the thugs and leave with their money. After coming home, Dave realizes he is in over his head, and plans to give up crime-fighting. However, Hit-Girl and Big Daddy pay him a visit and encourage him.

Big Daddy's real identity is Damon Macready, formerly an honest cop. Framed by Mafia boss Frank D'Amico, he was jailed. His wife committed suicide, leaving behind his daughter Mindy. Against the protest of his former partner Marcus Williams, Damon trains himself and Mindy as preparation for getting revenge on Frank. They have been undermining Frank's operations by raiding his warehouses, robbing his money and destroying his drugs.

Frank believes Kick-Ass is responsible for the attacks and targets him, impulsively killing a party entertainer who is dressed like Kick-Ass. Frank's son, Chris, suggests a different approach. He poses as a new vigilante, "Red Mist," and befriends Kick-Ass. He plans to lure Kick-Ass into Frank's lumber warehouse and unmask him. However, they find the warehouse on fire and Frank's men dead. Red Mist retrieves a hidden camera he earlier placed in the warehouse, and sees Big Daddy kill the men and burn the warehouse. Red Mist and Kick-Ass part ways. D'Amico watches the footage and learns of Big Daddy and Hit-Girl.

Following the event, Dave decides to quit being Kick-Ass. He reveals his identity to Katie, and clears up the misunderstanding about him being gay. She forgives him and becomes his girlfriend. However, Red Mist contacts him again, and tricks him into revealing Big Daddy and Hit-Girl's location. At one of Big Daddy's safe houses, Red Mist shoots Hit-Girl out of a window, and Frank's men capture Big Daddy and Kick-Ass.

Frank intends to have his thugs torture and execute his captives in a live Internet broadcast. While Kick-Ass and Big Daddy are being beaten by Frank's gangsters, Hit-Girl, having survived the shooting, storms the hideout and kills all of the gangsters. During the fight, one thug sets Big Daddy on fire. Damon and Mindy say a tearful farewell before he dies of his injuries.

Kick-Ass and Hit-Girl resolve to defeat Frank D'Amico once and for all. Hit-Girl infiltrates Frank's headquarters, and kills numerous guards and henchmen before running out of bullets. When she is cornered by the thugs, Kick-Ass arrives on a jet pack[image: External link] fitted with miniguns[image: External link] and kills the remaining thugs. Kick-Ass and Hit-Girl then take on Frank and Red Mist. Kick-Ass fights Red Mist and they knock each other out. Frank overpowers an exhausted Hit-Girl. Before he can kill her, Kick-Ass regains consciousness and shoots him with a bazooka. Frank is blasted out of the window and explodes in mid-air. Dave and Mindy retire from crime-fighting. Marcus becomes Mindy's guardian, and she enrolls at Dave's school. Meanwhile, Chris D'Amico sits in his father's office, dressed in an upgraded suit. Facing the camera, he says, "as a wise man once said, wait'll they get a load of me," before firing a gun at the audience.
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 Cast





	
Aaron Johnson as David "Dave" Lizewski / Kick-Ass[image: External link]. Johnson said that Kick-Ass is a "sensitive guy" who lost his mother and is a "nobody" at school, so he creates his superhero identity "as this whole different persona." Johnson said that Dave is "a kid who’s got the guts to go out there and do something different."[6] Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link] originally auditioned for the role of Kick-Ass, but during the audition the producers believed that his acting was too loud and obnoxious for the lead, so they immediately gave Mintz-Plasse the role of Red Mist instead.[7]


	
Mark Strong as Frank D'Amico, the head of a powerful criminal organization. Strong says he is drawn to playing the antagonist. He tries to "understand the purpose of the character", and then work on building a believable individual.[8]


	
Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link] as Chris D'Amico / Red Mist, Frank D'Amico's son. Millar said that "the idea was that he was going to be a more minor character in the first film. Then we saw what Christopher Mintz-Plasse was capable of! [...] So the idea of McLovin'[image: External link] and the fun Red Mist doing something horrible is genuinely quite disturbing when you see it happen. We couldn't have got away with that with another actor. The minute we saw his performance, we were looking at each other and realised how good he was and what we could do with him in the future...."[9][10] Mintz-Plasse said that when he first wore the Red Mist costume, he felt that it was entertaining and that he "looked so bad-ass." The actor sent photographs of himself in costume to his friends. Three weeks into the filming, Mintz-Plasse decided that the costume was not very comfortable and "a big pain in the ass." Mintz-Plasse wore the costume for 12 hours per filming day. Mintz-Plasse had to learn how to use a stick-shift in order to drive the Ford Mustang[image: External link] that is used in the film. Vaughn told Mintz-Plasse that the actor would have to pay for the car if he crashed it.[11]


	
Chloë Grace Moretz as Mindy Macready / Hit-Girl. Vaughn commented on the maturity of Moretz, who said that because she has four older brothers, she was no stranger to much of the language in the script.[12][13] Her mother read the script and permitted her to use the profanity in the movie.[14] Jane Goldman[image: External link], one of the two co-writers of the script, said, "We just really wanted Hit-Girl to be a character who, in a sense, simply happens to be an eleven-year-old girl, in the same way that Ripley[image: External link] in Alien[image: External link] could have been a guy but the part happened to be played by Sigourney Weaver[image: External link]." Goldman said that Mindy "is genuinely dangerous, she's genuinely mad. It's not her fault: she's been raised in this environment where she doesn't know anything different. She's unwittingly part of a folie a deux[image: External link]."[15]


	
Nicolas Cage[image: External link] as Damon Macready / Big Daddy. Vaughn described Cage's performance as a little bit Elvis[image: External link] and a little bit Adam West[image: External link]. A character in the film even says his costume looks like that of Batman[image: External link].[12] Cage was inspired by his costume to try delivering his lines in the same style Adam West[image: External link] used for Batman[image: External link]. The police officer father of an ex-girlfriend also influenced his performance; the habit of Big Daddy referring to Hit-Girl as "child" stems from the police officer.[16]






	
Lyndsy Fonseca[image: External link] as Katie Deauxma, Dave's long-time crush and eventual girlfriend

	
Clark Duke[image: External link] as Marty Eisenberg, one of Dave's two best friends in school

	
Evan Peters[image: External link] as Todd Haynes, one of Dave's two best friends in school

	
Sophie Wu[image: External link] as Erika Cho, Katie's best friend in school and later Marty's girlfriend

	
Omari Hardwick[image: External link] as Sgt. Marcus Williams, former partner of Damon Macready

	Stu 'Large' Riley (credited as Stu Riley) as the Huge Goon, Frank's chief bodyguard. Near the climactic fight between the main characters, Mark Strong accidentally calls out the actor's actual name, "Stu".

	
Michael Rispoli[image: External link] as Big Joe, Frank D'Amico's right-hand man

	
Dexter Fletcher[image: External link] as Cody, one of Frank D'Amico's henchmen

	
Jason Flemyng[image: External link] as the lobby goon.

	
Xander Berkeley[image: External link] as Detective Victor "Vic" Gigante, a corrupt NYPD[image: External link] police officer working for Frank D'Amico

	Kofi Natei as Rasul, a gang leader and drug distributor working for Frank D'Amico, who is stalking Katie

	
Corey Johnson[image: External link] as Sporty Goon, one of Rasul's gang members

	
Adrian Martinez[image: External link] as Ginger Goon, one of Rasul's gang members

	Katrena Rochell as Female Junkie, one of Rasul's gang members

	Omar Soriano as Leroy, Rasul's doorman

	
Garrett M. Brown[image: External link] as James Lizewski, Dave's father

	
Elizabeth McGovern[image: External link] as Alice Lizewski, Dave's late mother who died from an aneurysm

	
Yancy Butler[image: External link] as Angie D'Amico, Frank's wife and Chris' mother

	
Deborah Twiss[image: External link] as Mrs. Zane, Dave's English teacher, whom he often fantasize about

	
Craig Ferguson[image: External link] as Himself

	
John Romita, Jr. as the Atomic Comics barista[16]


	Sean Adames as lobby concierge





Series-creator Millar, a native of Scotland[image: External link], asked Scottish television children's-show host Glen Michael[image: External link] to make a cameo appearance[image: External link][17] although his role was cut from the film.[18] Millar was also set to make a cameo as a Scottish alcoholic but the scene was cut from the film.[16] WCBS-TV[image: External link] news reporters Maurice DuBois[image: External link], Dana Tyler[image: External link], and Lou Young make cameo appearances[image: External link].

An image of Matthew Vaughn's wife, model Claudia Schiffer[image: External link], appears prominently on a billboard poster.[19][20]
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 Production
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 Development




The rights to a film version of the comic book were sold before the first issue was published.[21] Developed in parallel, the film writers took a different story direction, to reach many of the same conclusions. Mark Millar acknowledges the differences, explaining that a comic usually has eight acts, while a film usually has a three-act structure.[22]

Vaughn said that, "We wrote the script and the comic at the same time so it was a very sort of collaborative, organic process. I met [Millar] at the premiere of Stardust[image: External link]. We got on really well. I knew who he was and what he had done but I didn't know him. He pitched me the idea. I said, 'That's great!' He then wrote a synopsis. I went, 'That's great, let's go do it now! You write the comic, I'll write the script.'"[23] Jane Goldman[image: External link] one of the screenwriters, said that when she works with Vaughn she does the "construction work" and the "interior designing" while Vaughn acts as the "architect."[24]



	“
	With Kick-Ass, the book's just out and now the movie's out six weeks later. And I think that's the way things are going to go now, because to go to Marvel[image: External link]'s B and C-list[image: External link] characters and try to get movies out [of] them; what's the point of that?
	”



	— Mark Millar[25]




Millar said that screenwriters Goldman and Vaughn had made a "chick flick[image: External link]", having placed more emphasis on the character emotions, and particularly in having softened the character of Katie Deauxma.[12] Millar stated that a film audience would have difficulty accepting Dave and Katie not being together, while a comic audience would more easily accept that idea.[22] Frank Lovece of Film Journal International[image: External link] says that Katie is "much less Mean Girls[image: External link]" in the film than in the comic, and that the romance between Dave and Katie "proves a needed counterbalance to the otherwise pervasive sense of optimism being stripped away layer by layer, down below angry cynicism[image: External link] and headed straight down the hole to nihilism[image: External link]."[26] Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] said "the romance provides an appealing backdrop that the more unnerving aspects of the film play out against."[27] Other changes included having Red Mist be known to be a secret antagonist from the start, as well as making him less outright villainous, and D'Amico's mob initially thinking Kick-Ass is the one slaughtering their men.

In the original comic-book, Big Daddy is characterised not as an ex-cop, but as a former accountant who had been motivated to fight crime by a desire to escape from his life and by his love of comic books. In the film, his purported origin and motivations are genuine: writer Mark Millar stated that the revelation about Big Daddy's background would not have worked in the film adaptation, and "would have ruined the movie."[28]

The comic's artist John Romita, Jr. stated that Big Daddy's story in the film "works better stopping short (...) You love him better in the film".[29]

The climax to the film differs significantly from the comics, with the use of the jetpack and rocket launcher: Millar called this "necessary" as "we're building up so much stuff that we needed some Luke Skywalker[image: External link] blowing up the Death Star[image: External link] moment".[28] Comic writer Stephen Grant argued that the film "cheated" on its premise of a "real life" superhero by having these increasingly fantastic events and that this was "why it works. That's where much of the humor comes from... when the film finally makes the notion [the fantasy] explicit we're already so deep into the magician's act that our instinct is to play along".[30]

Vaughn initially went to Sony[image: External link], which distributed Layer Cake[image: External link], but he rejected calls to tone down the violence. Other studios expressed interest but wanted to make the characters older.[31] In particular studios wanted to change Hit-Girl's character into an adult.[11] Goldman said that while studio executives said that it would be less offensive to portray Hit-Girl as a teenager, Goldman argued that it would have been more offensive since, as a teenager, Hit-Girl would have been sexualized. Goldman said that Hit-Girl was not supposed to be sexualized.[32]

Vaughn had a little trouble adapting to film: the film had no studio. The big studios doubted the success of an adaptation as a violent superhero, which made the film be independently financed, but this gave him the freedom to make the film the way he imagined, without having to worry about high-censorship. Vaughn believed enough in the project to raise the money himself.[31] Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link] (Red Mist) said that the creators of the film were wondering whether a distributor would pick up the movie. On the set Vaughn jokingly referred to Kick-Ass as something that was going to be "the most expensive home movie I ever made".[11]

The 2D/3D animated comic book sequence in the film took almost two years to finish. Romita created the pencils, Tom Palmer[image: External link] did the inks, and Dean White did the colours. Vaughn gave Romita a carte blanche[image: External link] on the art direction of the sequence.[33]
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 Filming




Filming locations included Hamilton, Ontario[image: External link], Canada; Dip 'N' Sip Donuts on Kingston Road[image: External link] in Toronto[image: External link],[34] Sir Winston Churchill Secondary School[image: External link],[35] and "many Toronto landmarks that play cameos";[34] and various locations in the United Kingdom, including Elstree Studios[image: External link].[36] The opening sequence with Nicolas Cage was filmed in a sewage plant in east London[image: External link].[28]

The Atomic Comics store in the film is based on the now-defunct real-life Arizona-based chain whose owner, Millar said, is a friend of artist John Romita Jr..[28] Millar asked Mike Malve for permission to use Atomic Comics in the film, and a model version of Atomic Comics was created at the London pilot studio for use in the filming.[37]
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 Controversy




In January 2010, an uncensored preview clip of the film was attacked by family advocacy groups for its display of violence and use of the line "Okay, you cunts[image: External link], let's see what you can do now," delivered by Chloë Grace Moretz, who was eleven years old at the time of filming. Australian Family Association[image: External link] spokesman John Morrissey said that "the language [was] offensive and the values inappropriate; without the saving grace of the bloodless victory of traditional superheroes".[38] Several critics, including Christopher Tookey[image: External link] of the Daily Mail[image: External link], accused the film of glorifying violence, saying that Hit-Girl was "made to look as seductive as possible".[39] Tookey's view on Hit-Girl was strongly criticised, with many commentators — including Andrew Collins[image: External link], the film editor of Radio Times[image: External link] — wondering why he had found the character sexualised. This caused Tookey to claim that he was a victim of cyber-bullying.[40] In response to the controversy, Moretz stated in an interview, "If I ever uttered one word that I said in Kick-Ass, I would be grounded for years! I'd be stuck in my room until I was 20! I would never in a million years say that. I'm an average, everyday girl."[13] Moretz has said that while filming, she could not bring herself to say the film's title out loud in interviews, instead calling it "the film" in public and "Kick-Butt" at home.[41]

Christopher Mintz-Plasse expressed surprise that people were angry about the language but did not seem to be offended that Hit-Girl kills numerous people.[42]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ratings




In an interview with Total Film[image: External link], Aaron Johnson confirmed that the film stays true to the adult nature of the comic series by featuring a large amount of profanity and graphic violence. The film received an R rating by the MPAA[image: External link] for "strong brutal violence throughout, pervasive language, sexual content, nudity and some drug use—some involving children", and it received a 15 rating from the BBFC[image: External link].[2][43] Director Matthew Vaughn felt the 15 certificate was about right and expressed some surprise at the film having received a "PG rating [sic]" in France.[12]
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 Reception
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 Box office




The film earned over $12 million internationally in advance of opening in the United States.[4][5] On its debut weekend in the United States it took in $19.8 million in 3,065 theaters, averaging $6,469 per theater.[5] Kick-Ass was reported number one, ahead of How to Train Your Dragon[image: External link] by $200,000, which was in its third week of release. On Saturday, 17 April 2010, it fell down to number three behind How To Train Your Dragon and Date Night[image: External link]. On Sunday, 2 May 2010, it fell down behind A Nightmare on Elm Street[image: External link], How To Train Your Dragon[image: External link], Furry Vengeance[image: External link], The Back-Up Plan[image: External link], Date Night, Clash of the Titans[image: External link] and The Losers[image: External link]. These numbers for Kick-Ass's debut weekend gross included non-weekend earnings, as the film was previewed during the Thursday night prior to its release.[44] The film's final gross in the U.S. was $48,071,303 and $48,117,600 outside of the U.S. with a worldwide gross of $96,188,903.[5]

The film was listed among the most infringed films of 2010; according to statistics on TorrentFreak[image: External link], the film was illegally downloaded over 11.4 million times, second only to Avatar.[image: External link][45]
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 Critical response




Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], a review aggregator[image: External link], reports that 76% of 244 surveyed critics gave the film a positive review; the average rating is 7.1/10. The site's consensus reads: "Not for the faint of heart, Kick-Ass takes the comic adaptation genre to new levels of visual style, bloody violence, and gleeful profanity."[46] Metacritic[image: External link] assigned the film a score of 66%, based on a weighted average of 38 reviews from mainstream critics.[47]

In the United Kingdom, The Guardian gave the film extensive coverage by several of its critics and journalists.[48] Peter Bradshaw[image: External link] gave the film 5/5 stars and called it an "explosion in a bad taste factory" that is "thoroughly outrageous, jaw-droppingly violent and very funny riff on the quasi-porn world of comic books; except that there is absolutely no 'quasi' about it."[49] Philip French[image: External link], writing for The Guardian's Sunday associate paper The Observer[image: External link], called the film "relentlessly violent" with "the foulest-mouthed child ever to appear on screen, [who makes] Louis Malle[image: External link]'s Zazie[image: External link] sound like Cosette[image: External link]" and one "extremely knowing in its appeal to connoisseurs of comic strips and video games."[20] David Cox, also from The Guardian, wrote that the film "kicks the c-word into the mainstream...inadvertently dispatch[ing] our last big expletive."[50]

Christopher Tookey[image: External link] of the Daily Mail[image: External link] said, "Don't be fooled by the hype: This crime against cinema is twisted, cynical, and revels in the abuse of childhood".[51] Chris Hewitt of Empire[image: External link] magazine gave the film 5/5 and declared it, "A ridiculously entertaining, perfectly paced, ultra-violent cinematic rush that kicks the places other movies struggle to reach. ... [T]he film's violence is clearly fantastical and cartoonish and not to be taken seriously."[52]

International critics who enjoyed the film generally singled out its audacity, humour, and performance from Chloë Grace Moretz. Peter Howell of the Toronto Star[image: External link] gave Kick-Ass a top rating, writing that the production "succeeds as a violent fantasy about our perilous and fretful times, where regular citizens feel compelled to take action against a social order rotting from within."[53] USA Today[image: External link] critic Claudia Puig praised Moretz as "terrific...Even as she wields outlandish weaponry, she comes off as adorable."[54] Manohla Dargis[image: External link] from The New York Times[image: External link] wrote, "Fast, periodically spit-funny and often grotesquely violent, the film at once embraces and satirizes contemporary action-film clichés with Tarantino[image: External link]-esque self-regard."[55] Owen Gleiberman[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly gave the film a B+, but noted that "personally, I just wish that the film had ended up a bit less of an over-the-top action ride."[56]

In Film Journal International[image: External link], former Marvel Comics[image: External link] writer Frank Lovece[image: External link] said the "delightfully dynamic" film "actually improves on the comic by not metaphorically kicking in our hero's teeth ... and making him a sad-sack schmuck who was wrong about nearly everything." He found that, "Comedy-of-manners dry humor ... plays seamlessly amid scenes of stylized, off-camera mayhem."[26]

Other reviews were more negative. Roger Ebert found the film highly offensive and "morally reprehensible", giving it one out of four stars. He cited the coarse language and violence, particularly the scene in which Hit-Girl is nearly killed by D'Amico. "When kids in the age range of this movie's home video audience are shooting one another every day in America, that kind of stops being funny." Ebert's only notes of praise were for the performances of Cage, Johnson and Moretz. The movie made that week's "Your Movie Sucks" list of one-star movies.[57]

Tim Robey of The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] did not like the film either, rating it 1/5 and stating, "Matthew Vaughn's Kick Ass is hollow, glazed, and not quite there".[58]

Karina Longworth[image: External link] writing for The Village Voice[image: External link], was not impressed with the film's intended satire and themes: "Never as shocking as it thinks it is, as funny as it should be, or as engaged in cultural critique as it could be, Kick-Ass is half-assed."[59]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Winner/Nominee
	Result



	Teen Choice Awards[60]
	Choice Movie Actor: Action
	Nicolas Cage[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Villain[image: External link]
	Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Action[image: External link]
	Kick-Ass
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Female Breakout Star
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Male Breakout Star
	Aaron Johnson
	Nominated



	People's Choice Award[image: External link][61]
	Favorite Action Movie
	Kick-Ass
	Nominated



	The Comedy Awards[image: External link]
	Comedy Film[62]
	Kick-Ass
	Nominated



	Comedy Actress – Film[63]
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	Comedy Screenplay[64]
	Kick-Ass
	Nominated



	Comedy Director – Film[65]
	Matthew Vaughn
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Film
	Kick-Ass
	Nominated



	Best Actor
	Aaron Johnson
	Nominated



	Best Director
	Matthew Vaughn
	Nominated



	Best British Film
	Kick-Ass
	Won



	Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Kick-Ass
	Nominated



	Best Newcomer (also for Let Me In)
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	IGN Awards[image: External link][66]
	Best Actress
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Best Comic-Book Adaptation
	Kick-Ass
	Won



	Best Blu-ray[67]
	Kick-Ass
	Won



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Breakout Star[68]
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Biggest Badass Star[69]
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Best Fight[70]
	Chloë Grace Moretz vs. Mark Strong
	Nominated



	Young Artist Awards[image: External link][71]
	Best Performance in a Feature Film – Leading Young Actress
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Award[image: External link][72]
	Best Action Movie
	Kick-Ass
	Nominated



	Best Young Actor/Actress
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated
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In an interview, Matthew Vaughn said, "There is about 18 minutes of [deleted] footage, which is really good stuff. If the film is a hit, I'll do an extended cut."[73] The film was released on DVD and Blu-ray on 3 August 2010 in North America. This version does not contain the aforementioned deleted content.[74] Selling 1.4 million units within its first week, one-third of these in Blu-ray format, Kick-Ass debuted at number one on the DVD sales chart.[75][76] The discs were released in the United Kingdom on 6 September 2010.[77]

After its release on home video, it developed a cult following[image: External link].[78]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Video games




Main article: Kick-Ass: The Game


The video game based on the movie was produced by WHA Entertainment and Frozen Codebase[image: External link]. It was released through the App Store[image: External link] on 15 April 2010 for the iPhone[image: External link] and iPod Touch[image: External link].[79] The initial Apple platform releases were reportedly unfinished beta versions and were withdrawn from circulation pending a relaunch of a finished version.[80] The game was released on the PlayStation Network[image: External link] on 29 April 2010.[79] Kick-Ass, Hit-Girl and Big Daddy are playable characters. The game features Facebook missions and integration.[81] Both versions of the game received negative reviews.[82]
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Main article: Kick-Ass 2 (film)


Despite various setbacks and uncertainty as to whether the sequel would ever materialize, on 8 May 2012, it was reported that a sequel would be distributed by Universal Studios, and that Matthew Vaughn had chosen Jeff Wadlow[image: External link], who also wrote the script, to direct the sequel.[83] Aaron Johnson and Chloë Grace Moretz reprise their roles as Kick-Ass and Hit-Girl, respectively,[84] and Christopher Mintz-Plasse returns as the main villain, going by the name of "The Motherfucker".[85] The film was released on 14 August 2013 in the United Kingdom and on 16 August 2013 in the United States.[86]
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 See also





	Kick-Ass: The Game

	Kick-Ass: Music from the Motion Picture[image: External link]

	Vigilante film[image: External link]
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Kick-Ass 2 (film)






Kick-Ass 2 is a 2013 superhero[image: External link] comedy film[image: External link] based on the comic book of the same name[image: External link] and Hit-Girl[image: External link], both by Mark Millar and John Romita, Jr., and is the sequel[image: External link] to the 2010 film Kick-Ass. The film was written and directed by Jeff Wadlow[image: External link] and co-produced by Matthew Vaughn, who directed the first film. Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link] and Chloë Grace Moretz reprise their roles from the first film as Dave Lizewski[image: External link], Chris D'Amico, and Mindy Macready[image: External link], respectively. Other returning actors include Clark Duke[image: External link], Yancy Butler[image: External link], Garrett M. Brown[image: External link], Lyndsy Fonseca[image: External link] and Sophie Wu[image: External link].

The film was released on August 14, 2013 in the United Kingdom and Ireland and on August 16 in the United States. Matthew Vaughn's production company Marv Films[image: External link] produced the film alongside Plan B Entertainment[image: External link], Dentsu[image: External link] and Universal Pictures. The film earned $60.7 million[3] on a $28 million budget.[2][3]



TOP
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 Plot




Dave Lizewski[image: External link], bored after having retired from fighting crime as Kick-Ass, begins training with Hit-Girl Mindy Macready[image: External link] to become a real hero. Following the death of his father, Chris D'Amico accidentally kills his own mother by short-circuiting her tanning bed; she had been in denial about her husband's death. Now in control of his father's criminal empire, Chris finds an S&M outfit, deciding to become supervillain The Motherfucker, swearing vengeance on Kick-Ass.

Mindy's guardian, Marcus, discovers she is still fighting crime and makes her promise to give it up. Dave's girlfriend, Katie Deauxma, has noticed Dave behaving strangely and breaks up with him, believing he is cheating on her with Mindy (she also reveals she has cheated on him). Dave resumes his life as Kick-Ass, joining the superhero team Justice Forever (whom Dave had inspired), led by Colonel Stars and Stripes. It includes Battle Guy (Dave's friend, Marty), Dr. Gravity, Insect Man, Night-Bitch, and the parents of a missing child named Tommy. Kick-Ass begins a sexual relationship with Night Bitch. He and Marty try to get their friend Todd involved with heroics, but instead alienate him by calling his chosen identity, Ass Kicker, a blatant copy of Kick-Ass.

Mindy, attempting to lead a normal life, tries out for the dance team at school, impressing the audience with her audition. Dave tries to convince Mindy to join Justice Forever, but she refuses, and promptly asks a boy to take her on a date. The date ends up as a cruel prank planned by bullies in her school, leaving Mindy abandoned in the forest to walk home alone. Dave consoles the tearful Mindy and encourages her to beat the bullies at their own game. The next day, Mindy does so with verbal put-downs and a specially designed shock baton[image: External link] that makes the bullies vomit and soil themselves in the cafeteria, resulting in her suspension from school.

Dave's father discovers Dave is Kick-Ass after finding his superhero costume, and they have an argument which leads Dave to leave home. Meanwhile, The Motherfucker assembles a gang of supervillains called the Toxic Mega Cunts and establishes an underground lair, including a tank with a live shark. Growing ever more deranged after his imprisoned uncle has his aide Javier killed in order to teach him a lesson, the Motherfucker ambushes Colonel Stars and Stripes in the Justice Forever headquarters and has his henchwoman Mother Russia decapitate him before taunting Justice Forever on Twitter[image: External link]. He then tracks down Night-Bitch and attempts to rape[image: External link] her to anger Kick-Ass, though he is unable to reach an erection[image: External link] in time as the authorities arrive, and instead has her beaten. When police arrive, Mother Russia kills all of the officers, resulting in a police clampdown on both costumed villains and vigilantes. When the police track Dave through his IP address[image: External link], Dave's father claims he, not Dave, is Kick-Ass, getting himself arrested in Dave's place.

The Motherfucker, unconvinced the real Kick-Ass has been caught, learns from Todd, who had inadvertently joined The Motherfucker's group, that the man identified as being Kick-Ass is actually his father. The Motherfucker has Mr. Lizewski beaten to death in jail by his contacts there and sends a photograph to Dave, revealing his true identity as Chris D'Amico. A grief-stricken Dave vows to abandon his Kick-Ass identity, as he had promised his father. At his father's funeral, The Motherfucker's gang ambushes and kidnaps Dave. Mindy pursues their van and rescues Dave, and then convinces him to confront The Motherfucker.

Dave, now wearing Big Daddy's body armour over his Kick-Ass costume, and his vigilante friends attack the villains' lair, where a brawl ensues. Hit-Girl is pitted against Mother Russia, who initially seems to overwhelm the outclassed Hit-Girl. However, Hit-Girl tricks Mother Russia into injecting her with a syringe of adrenaline[image: External link], which gives her the strength to defeat her. Fighting on a rooftop, The Motherfucker nearly falls through a skylight, but Kick-Ass grabs him. The Motherfucker refuses help and falls, landing in his own shark tank, where he is mauled and left for dead.

Justice Forever decides to take a break from its superhero duties, helping people in their ordinary lives instead for the time being with the promise to return to them one day. Mindy tells Dave that because she is wanted for murder, she is leaving New York, but that the citizens need Kick-Ass. She kisses him before departing. Dave accepts the responsibility and begins training and upgrading his equipment, and a metal Kick-Ass helmet is shown before cutting to credits.

In a post-credits scene[image: External link], Chris, who has survived the shark attack, and whose legs were bitten off by the shark, complains for attention.
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Aaron Taylor-Johnson as David Lizewski / Kick-Ass[image: External link]


	
Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link] as Chris D'Amico / Red Mist / The Motherfucker

	
Chloë Grace Moretz as Mindy Macready / Hit-Girl


	
Clark Duke[image: External link] as Marty Eisenberg / Battle Guy

	
Morris Chestnut[image: External link] as Detective Marcus Williams

	
Jim Carrey[image: External link] as Sal Bertolinni / Colonel Stars and Stripes[4]


	
Donald Faison[image: External link] as Doctor Gravity[5]


	
John Leguizamo[image: External link] as Javier[6]


	
Augustus Prew[image: External link] as Todd Haynes / Ass-Kicker

	
Garrett M. Brown[image: External link] as James Lizewski

	
Iain Glen[image: External link] as Ralph D'Amico

	
Lindy Booth[image: External link] as Miranda Swedlow / Night-Bitch

	
Robert Emms[image: External link] as Insect Man

	
Steven Mackintosh[image: External link] as Tommy's father / Remembering Tommy

	
Monica Dolan[image: External link] as Tommy's mother / Remembering Tommy

	
Andy Nyman[image: External link] as The Tumor

	
Daniel Kaluuya[image: External link] as Black Death

	
Tom Wu[image: External link] as Genghis Carnage

	
Olga Kurkulina[image: External link] as Mother Russia

	
Yancy Butler[image: External link] as Angie D'Amico[7]


	
Claudia Lee[image: External link] as Brooke

	
Benedict Wong[image: External link] as Mr. Kim

	
Lyndsy Fonseca[image: External link] as Katie Deauxma[8]


	
Sophie Wu[image: External link] as Erika Cho

	
Anthony J. Mifsud[image: External link] as Convict #1





Additionally, comic book creators Mark Millar[9] and John Romita, Jr.,[9] former UFC[image: External link] Light Heavyweight Champion[image: External link] Chuck Liddell[image: External link],[10] and Aaron Taylor-Johnson's stepdaughter Angelica Jopling make cameo appearances[image: External link] in the film.
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On May 8, 2012, it was reported that a sequel[image: External link] would be distributed by Universal Studios, and that Matthew Vaughn had chosen Jeff Wadlow[image: External link], who also wrote the script, to direct the sequel.[11] Later that month, Aaron Taylor-Johnson and Chloë Grace Moretz entered negotiations to reprise their roles as Kick-Ass and Hit-Girl, respectively.[12] Chad Gomez Creasey and Dara Resnik Creasey performed uncredited work on Wadlow's script to make Hit-Girl more feminine and less crass in light of Moretz's older age.[13] In July 2012, Christopher Mintz-Plasse[image: External link] confirmed that he would return as Chris D'Amico who becomes the supervillain The Motherfucker.[14] Mintz-Plasse expressed relief that a rape scene from the comic book would not be included in the film and went on to compare the gang violence in the story to the film The Warriors[image: External link].[14] That same month, it was announced that John Leguizamo[image: External link] would play a character named Javier, one of The Motherfucker's bodyguards.[15] In August 2012, it was reported that Donald Faison[image: External link] would play the superhero Doctor Gravity.[5] Also that month, Yancy Butler[image: External link] was set to reprise her role as Angie D'Amico,[7] Lyndsy Fonseca[image: External link] stated that she would return as Katie Deauxma in a smaller role,[8][16] Robert Emms[image: External link] was cast as the former police officer turned superhero Insect Man,[17] Morris Chestnut[image: External link] was confirmed to replace Omari Hardwick[image: External link] as Hit-Girl's guardian Marcus Williams,[18] Lindy Booth[image: External link] was confirmed to play Night Bitch, a superhero seeking to avenge the murder of her sister,[19] Andy Nyman[image: External link] was announced to play one of the villains named The Tumor,[20] and Claudia Lee[image: External link] joined the cast as Brooke, the leader of a gang of school bullies.[21]

In September 2012, Jim Carrey[image: External link] was cast in the role of Colonel Stars and Stripes, former gangster, born again Christian[image: External link], and leader of superhero group Justice Forever.[22] Also in September, Enzo Cilenti[image: External link] was confirmed to appear in the film.[23] It was confirmed that bodybuilder Olga Kurkulina[image: External link] would portray the villainess Mother Russia.[24] It was revealed that Clark Duke[image: External link] would reprise his role as Marty Eisenberg, who becomes the superhero Battle Guy,[25] and that Augustus Prew[image: External link] would take over the role of Todd Haynes from Evan Peters[image: External link], who becomes the superhero Ass-Kicker.[26] Principal photography[image: External link] began on September 7, 2012 in Mississauga[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], Canada[image: External link]. Once filming in Mississauga wrapped in late September, the cast and crew continued shooting in London[image: External link], England[image: External link], at Ashmole Academy[image: External link].[27] Filming concluded on November 23, 2012.[28]
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 Music




Main article: Kick-Ass 2 (soundtrack)[image: External link]
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 Reception
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 Box office




In the film's opening weekend, Kick-Ass 2 opened in fifth place, with $13.3 million, behind The Butler[image: External link] (in its first weekend), We're the Millers[image: External link], Elysium[image: External link], and Planes[image: External link] (all in their second weekends).[29] This placed it below industry experts' expectation of around $15 million and studio higher hopes of as much as $19.8 million, in line with the first film. The film would gross $28.8 million in the United States and $32 million in other countries for a total gross of $60.8 million, much less than the first film's total of $96.1 million.[30]
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 Critical response




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating 31% based on 192 reviews, with an average rating of 4.8/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Kick-Ass 2 falls short in its attempt to emulate the original's unique blend of ultra-violence and ironic humor."[31] On Metacritic[image: External link] the film has a score of 41 out of 100, based on 35 critics, indicating "mixed or average" reviews.[32] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "B+" on an A+ to F scale.[33]

Mark Olsen of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] said "Kick-Ass 2 is a lesser version of what it appears to be, an uncertain jumble rather than a true exploration of outrage, violence and identity." Olsen found Hit-Girl dealing with ordinary life more interesting than Kick-Ass trying to be a superhero, but feels the story is marred by bad jokes about bodily functions. He criticized Taylor-Johnson's performance as "a charisma-free zone".[34] Manohla Dargis of The New York Times[image: External link] said "There isn't anything good to say about Kick-Ass 2, the even more witless, mirthless follow-up to Kick-Ass." Dargis further criticized the misogyny and the poorly delivered jokes, as well as the director's failure to grasp the terrible beauty of violent imagery.[35] PopMatters[image: External link] said "Like the age old admonition that too many cooks spoil the broth, Kick-Ass 2 suffers from having too many characters and not enough time to deal with them all." Gibron wishes there had been more time to explore the supporting characters, like Mother Russia. He notes the echoes of Carrie White[image: External link] in the Hit-Girl high school sequences. He suggests a Hit-Girl film would be preferable to "limp, unlikable results offered [by this film]".[36]

Justin Chang of Variety said "Kick-Ass 2 improves on its 2010 predecessor in at least one respect: It doesn't make the mistake of trying to pass off its bone-crunching brutality as something shocking or subversive."[37] John DeFore of The Hollywood Reporter said the "Sequel offers exactly the blend of R-rated nastiness and candy-colored action fans expect."[38]

Peter Bradshaw of The Guardian said "The sequel to 2010's punk-superhero rampage has lost quite a bit of shock value – but Chloë Grace Moretz's Hit-Girl is still the coolest thing in a cape."[39] Owen Williams, writing for Empire magazine[image: External link], notes that despite the larger cast of characters this feels like a smaller film, and calls it a "faithful adaptation of its namesake source comic" and in the absence of Mark Strong he praises Mintz-Plasse for holding his own as the villain. He calls it a "more modest success than the first Kick-Ass" and gives it 3 out of 5 stars.[40]

Jon Niccum of The Kansas City Star[image: External link] said "It's hard to defend this followup to the 2010 modest hit as a 'great movie' -- and critics will no doubt chastise the graphic violence -- but it delivers an oh-so-satisfying saga of revenge, laced with dark, kinky humor."

Filmmaker Quentin Tarantino[image: External link] named the film as one of the ten best he had seen in 2013.[41]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Nominee
	Result



	EDA Female Focus Award
	Kick Ass Award for Best Female Action Star
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	EDA Special Mention Award
	Sequel or Remake That Shouldn't Have Been Made
	Kick-Ass 2
	Nominated



	IGN Award[image: External link]
	Best Comic Book Adaptation Movie
	Kick-Ass 2
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Summer's Biggest Teen Bad Ass
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Taurus Award[image: External link] and Taurus World Stunt Award[image: External link]
	Best Stunt Coordinator and/or 2nd Unit Director

Best Fight
	James O'Donnell as Jimmy O'Dee

Ashley Beck, James Embree and James Cox
	Nominated
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 Home media




Kick-Ass 2 was released on digital download[image: External link] on December 3, 2013 and released on Blu-ray[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on December 17, 2013 by Universal Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link].[42]
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 Controversy




Several months before the film was released, Jim Carrey[image: External link] withdrew support for the film on account of the violence in the film and the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting[image: External link]. Carrey wrote: "I did Kick-Ass a month before Sandy Hook and now in all good conscience I cannot support that level of violence. My apologies to others involved with the film. I am not ashamed of it but recent events have caused a change in my heart."[43][44]

Mark Millar replied in his official forum, saying "Yes, the body-count is very high, but a movie called Kick-Ass 2 really has to do with what it says on the tin," and compared it to films by Quentin Tarantino[image: External link], Sam Peckinpah[image: External link], Chan-wook Park[image: External link], and Martin Scorsese. Millar insisted the film concentrated on the consequences of violence rather than the violence itself.[44][45]

Moretz also commented "It's a movie. If you are going to believe and be affected by an action film, you shouldn't go to see Pocahontas[image: External link] because you are going to think you are a Disney Princess[image: External link]. If you are that easily swayed, you might see The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] and think you are a serial killer. It's a movie and it's fake, and I've known that since I was a kid... I don't want to run around trying to kill people and cuss. If anything, these movies teach you what not to do."[46][47]
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 Future




In April 2012, while Kick-Ass 2 was still in pre-production Mark Millar stated that a third film was also planned.[48] In June 2013, however, he revealed that it was not confirmed and would be dependent on how successful the second film was.[49] Later the same month he further elaborated that if it went ahead, the third film would be the final installment: "Kick-Ass 3 is going to be the last one... I told Universal this and they asked me, ‘What does that mean?’ I said, ‘It means that this is where it all ends.’ They said, ‘Do they all die at the end?’ I said, ‘Maybe’ – because this is a realistic superhero story... if someone doesn't have a bullet proof vest like Superman, and doesn't have Batman’s millions, then eventually he is going to turn around the wrong corner and get his head kicked in or get shot in the face. So Kick-Ass needs to reflect that. There has to be something dramatic at the end; he cannot do this for the rest of his life."[50]

Moretz has shown interest in returning for a third installment and would also be interested in exploring Hit-Girl's dark side: "I want to see something we haven't seen yet. Now we've seen who Mindy is, now we've seen who Hit-Girl is, I think we need to meld the characters together and have Mindy become Hit-Girl and Hit-Girl become Mindy. Maybe her natural hair has a streak of purple in it, maybe she really does go kind of crazy and go a bit darker since she lost her father." She also added, "I would only do the third one if it was logical. It needs to be a good script and a director, probably Matthew (Vaughn). The third film needs to fully wrap up the series and has to be a good note to end on."[51]

On August 30, 2013, Millar stated that the film is "in the pipeline".[52] In May 2014, while at a press junket for Godzilla[image: External link], Taylor-Johnson stated he is still up for a third film but he is not contracted for it and there are no plans for one currently.[53] In the same month, Christopher Mintz-Plasse revealed he had not heard anything but expressed doubt that a third film would happen due to the second installment's disappointing box office performance.[54]

In June 2014, Chloë Grace Moretz echoed her co-stars' sentiments when asked about Kick-Ass 3, stating that "I hope, I wish. That'd be fun. That'd be great. I doubt it but I would love it". She also cited the second film's lower box office gross as the key obstacle to the third chapter being produced and suggested file sharing[image: External link] was a factor: "The hard thing is if fans want a third movie, they’ve got to go buy the ticket to go see the movie. It was like the second most pirated movie of the year, so if you want a movie to be made into a second, a third, a fourth and a fifth, go buy a ticket. Don't pirate it."[55] In August 2014, Moretz reiterated her previous statements and said "sadly, I think I'm done with [Hit-Girl]".[56] In February 2015, Matthew Vaughn who directed the first film, spoke optimistically about a "Hit-Girl" prequel. He stated "If that happens, I’m pretty sure I can persuade Aaron and Chloe to come back and finish the story of Kick-Ass."[57][58] On June 17, 2015, Vaughn stated in an answer to Yahoo that he is working on a prequel[image: External link] on how Hit-Girl and Big Daddy became superheroes and plans to make Kick-Ass 3 after.[59]
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 See also





	Vigilante film[image: External link]
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Let Me In (film)






Let Me In is a 2010 American-British romantic[image: External link] horror film[image: External link][6] written and directed by Matt Reeves[image: External link] and starring Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link], Chloë Grace Moretz, Elias Koteas[image: External link], and Richard Jenkins[image: External link]. It is a remake[image: External link] of the 2008 Swedish film Let the Right One In (2008).[7] It tells the story of a bullied[image: External link] 12-year-old boy who develops a friendship with a female vampire[image: External link] child in Los Alamos, New Mexico[image: External link] in the early 1980s.

Interest in producing an English version of Let the Right One In began in 2007 shortly before it was released to audiences. In 2008, Hammer Films[image: External link] acquired the rights for the English adaptation and initially offered Tomas Alfredson[image: External link], the director of the Swedish film, the opportunity to direct, which he declined. Reeves was then signed to direct and write the screenplay. Reeves made several changes for the English version such as altering the setting from Stockholm[image: External link] to New Mexico and renaming the lead characters. The film's producers stated that their intent was to keep the plot similar to the original, yet make it more accessible to a wider audience. Principal photography began in early November 2009, and concluded in January 2010. The film's budget was estimated to be $20 million.

Let Me In premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] on September 13, 2010, and was released in North America on October 1, 2010. The film was placed on several critics' top-ten list. Many critics noted it as a rare Hollywood remake which stayed true to the original, while others criticized it for being too derivative of the Swedish film. The film earned $24 million in box office revenue worldwide, of which $12 million was earned in the United States and Canada. Moretz won several awards for her performance with critics praising the on-screen chemistry with her co-star, Smit-McPhee. Let Me In was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] in North America on February 1, 2011, and in the UK on March 14, 2011. An official comic book[image: External link] miniseries[image: External link] prequel[image: External link] titled Let Me In: Crossroads was released after the film which establishes the back-story of Abby and ends where the theatrical film begins.
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 Plot




In March 1983, in Los Alamos, New Mexico[image: External link], a disfigured man is taken to the hospital. An unnamed police detective tries to question him about a recent murder. The detective is called to a phone and told that the man's daughter was just downstairs. While he is on the phone, the man jumps out of the window, leaving behind a scrawled note that reads "I'm sorry Abby."

Two weeks earlier, Owen, an unhappy and lonely 12-year-old boy who is neglected by his divorcing[image: External link] parents, sees a young girl named Abby and an older man, Thomas, moving in next door and notices that she is barefoot despite the snow. Owen meets Abby one night and asks if she is cold upon seeing no footwear on her feet. Abby states that she doesn't get cold. Owen and Abby become close friends and start communicating by Morse code[image: External link] through the walls of their apartments. At school, a bully named Kenny and two of his friends, Donald and Mark, constantly terrorize Owen, who lies to his mother about it but tells Abby the truth. Abby encourages him to retaliate.

Thomas abducts a woman after breaking into her car while she is inside a grocery store shopping. He awaits in the backseat with a homemade suit on that covers his face & upper body from getting blood on his clothes presumably. It seems to have been made with black garbage bags. Once the unknown woman enters the car with her groceries & drives away, only to be stopped at a train crossing near by. It's at this point that Thomas attacks her & renders her unconscious with chloroform. The scene jumps to Thomas pulling on a rope that is rigged to a tree and the woman. She is suspended in air, upside-down and unconscious with the rope tied around her ankles. Thomas then punctures her carotid artery with a knife and collects the blood using a funnel and an empty gallon sized plastic bottle, but accidentally spills it, losing almost all of the freshly collected blood. Hungry, Abby attacks a concerned neighbor named Jack to drink his blood, revealing that she is a vampire[image: External link]. On another night, Thomas hides in the back of a teenager's car, murders the passenger, and tries to flee, but crashes the car and becomes trapped inside. He pours concentrated sulfuric acid[image: External link] on his face, disfiguring himself to prevent his identification. He is taken to the hospital, bringing the story back to the first scene.

Abby learns what happened and climbs up the hospital building to see Thomas after speaking to the front desk worker who noticed that Abby is barefoot upon departure and couldn't find her afterwards. She knocks on the window and he points to his throat, unable to speak, and leans out of the window; Abby drinks his blood. Thomas passes out and falls to his death. That night, Owen is awakened by Abby who insists he verbally invite her in. She spends the night in his bed upon discarding her clothes and agrees to be his girlfriend. The next day, Owen's class goes ice-skating on the river. Kenny and his friends threaten to throw Owen into a hole in the ice. Emboldened by his relationship with Abby, Owen hits Kenny with a metal pole, splitting his left ear and causing him to scream in pain. At the same moment, several kids spot a body encased in the ice and begin screaming. It is the body of Jack, who Thomas threw into the (then unfrozen) river. Along with the body is Thomas's bag.

Later, Owen sees Abby and, hoping to make a blood pact with her, cuts his finger. Unable to control herself, Abby laps up a drop of Owen's blood revealing her vampire form. Not wanting to hurt Owen, she flees and instead attacks a woman named Virginia upon jumping out of a tree. Virginia's boyfriend Larry witnesses the attack and calls an ambulance upon chasing her off. The next night, Abby admits to Owen that she is a vampire and that Thomas was not her father. Owen discovers an aged photo of her with Thomas as a young boy. As Thomas continued to age, he posed as Abby's father while she did not physically age past twelve.

In the hospital the next morning, a nurse goes into Virginia's unit to open the curtains and finds Virginia feasting on her own bloody wrists. She has been turned into a vampire most likely as a result of Abby attacking her the night before and drinking some of her blood. It can then be implied by the viewer that Virginia turned vampire as a direct result of Abby biting her, but failing to kill her by snapping her neck as we have seen her do previously in the movie after attacking a man in a tunnel, drinking his blood and finally breaking his neck to kill him and prevent him from becoming vampire. This is the same man we see Thomas dispose of in the river earlier in the movie after Abby killed him. Back at the hospital as sunlight enters the room, Virginia bursts into flames that quickly spread throughout the unit, killing them both and setting the entire floor on fire.

Owen sneaks out to spend the night at Abby's. The next morning, the detective forces his way into Abby's apartment and finds her asleep. He begins to uncover a window but is distracted by Owen. Abby wakes and attacks the detective to feed on his blood. The dying detective appeals to Owen for help, but Owen does not intervene. Abby tells Owen she will have to leave town. They share a kiss and he watches tearfully as she enters a taxi and leaves.

During Owen's swim class, Kenny, his sadistic older brother Jimmy, and their friends, are seeking revenge for the injury Owen had inflicted to Kenny's ear. They ambush Owen and throw him into the pool. Jimmy says that if Owen can hold his breath underwater for three minutes, he will only be cut on the cheek, otherwise Jimmy will poke out one of Owen's eyes. Owen is forced underwater by Jimmy. After one minute, Kenny and his friends realize this is excessive and try telling Jimmy to stop, but he angrily refuses. But then an unseen assailant breaks through the skylight, attacking the bullies, and Owen sees torn-off limbs sinking into the pool all around him. Owen emerges from the pool to catch his breath and then sees a pair of familiar bare feet come near him. He then looks up, faintly smiling to see an off-screen Abby.

Owen leaves town in broad daylight on a train, traveling with a large trunk. From inside, a message in Morse code[image: External link] is tapped out. Owen taps out a response and then looks out the window, quietly singing to himself "Eat some now, save some for later," the jingle[image: External link] of Now and Later[image: External link] candy, which Abby and Owen had shared in an earlier scene.
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 Cast




See also: List of Let the Right One In characters[image: External link]




	
Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] as Owen, a 12-year-old bullied schoolboy, later Abby's boyfriend.

	
Chloë Grace Moretz as Abby, a vampire who poses as Thomas's daughter, later Owen's girlfriend.

	
Richard Jenkins[image: External link] as Thomas, Abby's adult companion.

	
Cara Buono[image: External link] as Owen's mother.

	
Elias Koteas[image: External link] as Policeman

	Koteas also provides the voice of Owen's father.





	
Sasha Barrese[image: External link] as Virginia, one of Abby's victims.

	
Dylan Minnette[image: External link] as Kenny, the bully who torments Owen.

	
Ritchie Coster[image: External link] as Mr. Zorić

	
Jimmy Jax Pinchak[image: External link] as Mark, one of Kenny's friends.

	Nicolai Dorian as Donald, one of Kenny's friends.

	Colin Moretz as Cashier

	Dylan Kenin as Larry, Virginia's boyfriend.

	Brett DelBuono as Jimmy, the older brother of Kenny.

	
Chris Browning[image: External link] as Jack, one of Abby's victims.
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 Development




According to Hammer Films[image: External link] executive producer Nigel Sinclair[image: External link], interest in the project initially began in the middle of 2007, before the original Let the Right One In had screened for audiences.[8]

The rights for the English-language film were later acquired by Hammer Films at the 2008 Tribeca Film Festival, where Let the Right One In won the "Founders Award for Best Narrative Feature," and Matt Reeves[image: External link] was quickly introduced as the director.[9] John Nordling and Carl Molinder, the Swedish producers of the original film, were both involved as producers for the adaptation.[10] Tomas Alfredson[image: External link], the director of the Swedish film, was initially asked to direct the remake, but he turned it down stating that "I am too old to make the same film twice and I have other stories that I want to tell."[11] Hammer Films producer Simon Oakes[image: External link] initially referred to the film with "If you call it a faithful remake, I think that's true to say that's what it is. It's not a reimagining; the same beats [are there], maybe the scares are a little bit more scary."[12] He later said, "I call it his [Reeves'] version. I don't call it his remake or his re-imagining of it."[13] The decision to make a new film adaptation has been criticized by Tomas Alfredson. He has stated on numerous occasions that he is not in favor of remaking his film.[14][15] "If one should remake a film, it's because the original is bad. And I don't think mine is," he said.[16] Producer Donna Gigliotti[image: External link] said, "We're incredibly admiring of the original, but to be honest with you, that picture grossed $2 million. It's not like we're remaking Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link]."[17] Producer Simon Oakes made it clear that the plot of Let Me In would closely resemble that of the original film, except that it will be made "very accessible to a wider audience."[12]

Writer John Ajvide Lindqvist, on the other hand, says that Reeves told him that he "will make a new film based on the book, and not remake the Swedish film" and so "it'll be something completely different, but it's going to be really interesting to see."[18] Reeves expressed his intent to retain the book's early 1980s setting and his admiration for the book and Alfredson's adaptation. "It's a terrific movie and a fantastic book. I think it could be a really touching, haunting and terrifying film. I'm really excited about what it could be", he said.[19] In response to the criticism he said, "I can understand because of people's love of the [original] film that there's this cynicism that I'll come in and trash it, when in fact I have nothing but respect for the film. I'm so drawn to it for personal and not mercenary reasons ... I hope people give us a chance."[20] When Reeves was initially approached, he at first was against the idea but after reading the novel gained a better appreciation for the story,


I said... that we shouldn't remake it. I read the book too and was completely taken with it and I was really intrigued how personal the story felt. I thought John Lindqvist had written this terrific story, and he also adapted it for the film... I wrote Lindqvist and told him that it wasn't just that I was drawn to the story because it was a brilliant genre story — which it is — but also because of the personal aspect of it. It really reminds me of my childhood.

— Matt Reeves[21]
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 Adapting and writing




In adapting the film[image: External link], a few adjustments were made, such as changing the names of the protagonists[image: External link] to Owen and Abby,[22] and moving the setting from the Stockholm[image: External link] suburb of Blackeberg[image: External link] to "a small New Mexico[image: External link] town."[23] Reeves was also asked to change the ages of the main characters, but he refused, saying that "would ruin the essence of the story and change everything completely...we need that childlike innocence." He also told his actors to not watch the original film beforehand so "we could make our own version but stay very true to the essence of the story."[21] The filmmakers have noted that "they intend to forge a unique identity for Let Me In, placing it firmly in an American context", while at the same time paying respect to the original.[23] In comparing his adaptation to the Swedish one, Reeves admitted to not adding many different details from the book that weren't in the original film, stating that "the story was so big that you couldn't really add a lot of stuff in without taking away the focus of the coming of age story so I tried to have allusions and references to stuff in the book." Reeves also admitted to borrowing elements from the Swedish film, stating "There are things that [Lindqvist] adapted brilliantly in the movie and I borrowed from that because I thought he did a great adaptation. But there are some things that hopefully don't detract and fit into the context of the story. It's a mixture of details from the book, the original film and things that grew out of adapting it."[21] In adapting the story for American audiences, Reeves stated that keeping the 1980s time period within the film was critical in exploring the theme of good and evil[image: External link]. He used Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s "evil empire speech[image: External link]" as an example of American thought during that period. Reeves stated, "The idea of Reagan's 'evil empire' speech and that whole sort of school of thought was that evil was something that was outside of us. Evil was 'Other,' it was over there, it was the Soviets[image: External link]". Reeves felt that this idea was central to the main character Owen, as he "would be grappling with these very, very dark feelings but being in a kind of American town where there was that sort of [Reagan era] mindset and religiousness. How would you fit in? How would you feel about yourself being confused and being 12 or 13 years old and not knowing what it means that you wish you could kill those kids who were terrorizing you every day? The humanity of that."[24]
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 Casting




In July 2009, audition tapes were leaked to the Internet, showing Chloë Grace Moretz, Mary Mouser[image: External link], and Ariel Winter[image: External link] auditioning for the role of the vampire, Abby.[25] Smit-McPhee[image: External link], in an interview with The Herald Sun[image: External link], hinted that he may have landed the role as Owen.[26] The casting of Moretz and Smit-McPhee in the leading roles was confirmed on October 1, 2009, along with the addition of Richard Jenkins[image: External link] as Abby's adult companion.[27] In a press release, director Matt Reeves described Smit-McPhee, Moretz and Jenkins as his "absolute dream cast", and added that he "couldn't be more excited to be working with them."[28] Both Smit-McPhee and Moretz were cast before the release of The Road[image: External link] or Kick-Ass, and the films' directors John Hillcoat[image: External link] and Matthew Vaughn respectively each praised the young actors and recommended them to Reeves.[29]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] began in Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link] on November 2, 2009.[23][30] Filming took place in several different New Mexico locations, before concluding in Albuquerque in January 2010.[23][31] A large section of the film was filmed at Los Alamos High School[image: External link] in Los Alamos, New Mexico. Los Alamos County[image: External link] granted a special request from the film's director and producer to name the town in the movie "Los Alamos, New Mexico." The local police department loaned the film crew 1980s style uniforms and patrol cars to use for the film and over 100 local teenagers were cast as extras.[32] Reeves felt that Lindqvist's story was very naturalistic and wanted the film to be shot the same way. After viewing Bright Star[image: External link], he hired Greig Fraser as his cinematographer because he admired Fraser's work with natural light on the film.[33] Shortly before filming, Reeves sought advice from Steven Spielberg[image: External link] for directing child actors[image: External link]. Spielberg instructed Reeves to have the two leads each keep a diary in character with the intention of sharing with Reeves what they wrote in it. Reeves stated, "It was all a process of trying to, not only guide them, but in places, trying to let them guide me toward their perspective. That was important."[34]
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 Visual effects




Method Studios[image: External link] was contracted to handle the film's visual effects work. The studio's supervisor Sean Faden[image: External link], worked alongside the film's visual effects supervisor, Brad Parker throughout the production. Several of the film's scenes proved to be a challenge for the team. Director Reeves wanted the "car-crash" sequence to appear as if it were filmed uncut in first-person.[35][36][37] Several plates were shot with the first involving actor Jenkins backing the car out of the gas station and swerving, the second plate shot had a model of the car capable of being spun mechanically on a "rotisserie" in front of a blue screen[image: External link] which could simulate the car's roll down the hill. Jenkin's stunt double and a dummy were placed in the car as the rotisserie spun with additional effects work used to animate the dummy as the car rolled. The two shots were then combined to deceive the viewer into believing that it was one complete shot.[35][36] Houdini[image: External link] software was used for much of the film's shots which involved Abby in her vampiric form. Faden noted the techniques used in another challenging shot important to Abby's character in which she begins bleeding when she enters Owen's apartment without invitation. Faden stated, "Normally in such a scene, the character would be shot on set, dressed in blood. But in this case, the timing of the bleeding was so dependent on the emotional beats of the scene that this technique wouldn’t have allowed us enough control."[36] Actress Chloë Grace Moretz was first shot with minimal prosthetic blood applied to her face for reference. Then using techniques utilized in a prior Method Studios film, A Nightmare on Elm Street[image: External link], Faden had the Houdini software track Moretz's shaking movements and render the gradual release of blood from her face.[37]
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 Music and soundtrack




Main article: Let Me In: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]


Let Me In: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack is the film's soundtrack album[image: External link]. It was released by Varèse Sarabande[image: External link] on October 12, 2010. The score[image: External link] was composed by Michael Giacchino[image: External link].[38] Giacchino stated that scoring the film was a difficult "balancing act" for some scenes. He mentioned, "I was always trying to say, 'let's take music out!' and Matt [Reeves] was like, 'no, put it in!'" In composing the score, he stated that he also applied certain musical themes to each character for which the audience could respond to as the story progressed. Composing the score to convey the correct emotion was also a challenge for Giacchino who said, "...it was tricky finding the right balance of, well, should this be scary? Or should this be sentimental? Or should it be emotional? Or should it be this? It was a weird balance because you're dealing with a dynamic that is quite questionable as far as what everyone's intentions are in the film.[39]
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 Release
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 Box office




It was announced on August 17, 2010, that Let Me In would have its world premiere at Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] on September 13, 2010,[40] and its U.S. premiere on the opening night of Fantastic Fest[image: External link] on September 23, 2010.[41] Overture Films[image: External link] released promotional items placed in small plastic evidence bags.[42]

With a budget estimated to be $20 million,[4] the film was released on October 1, 2010, in North America[43] opening at #8 on its debut weekend with an estimated $5.1 million in 2,020 theaters.[44] The film's international release began on October 6 in European markets with other markets following thereafter.[45] During the film's 10-week theatrical run, Let Me In grossed over $24 million worldwide, $12.1 million of which was from the United States and Canada.[4] The film was #5 among the ten lowest-grossing releases of 2010 from major studios (movies released in over 1500 theaters).[46]
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Let Me In received critical acclaim upon release. Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film a score of 88% based on reviews from 220 critics, with an average score of 7.6/10. The consensus is that "similar to the original in all the right ways — but with enough changes to stand on its own — Let Me In is the rare Hollywood remake that doesn't add insult to inspiration."[47] Let Me In was included on Rotten Tomatoes list of the ten best reviewed wide release films of 2010[48] in addition to being the best reviewed horror film of 2010.[49] Metacritic[image: External link] gave the film an average score of 79% based on 35 reviews, judged to be "generally favorable reviews".[50] According to Metacritic, Let Me In was one of the ten best-reviewed wide release films of 2010[51] and the best reviewed film of the year in the horror category.[52]

Particular praise was given to the film's two leads, Smit-McPhee and Moretz, for their chemistry and maturity on-screen.[53]

In comparing Let Me In with Let the Right One In, horror website Bloody Disgusting[image: External link] wrote, "Ultimately, if the Swedish version is near perfection, Matt Reeves's version achieves complete supremacy. Masterpiece is an overused word, but it's hard to think of another so powerful. Let Me In is the new standard for vampire movies."[54] Acclaimed horror author Stephen King wrote "Let Me In is a genre-busting triumph. Not just a horror film, but the best American horror film in the last 20 years."[55] Joe Morgenstern of The Wall Street Journal wrote that the film "is more than a respectful remake; 'Let Me In' is quietly stylish and thoroughly chilling in its own right."[56]

Lou Lumenick of The New York Post[image: External link] called Let Me In "the scariest, creepiest and most elegantly filmed horror movie I’ve seen in years — it positively drives a stake through the competition."[57] A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times[image: External link] wrote "what makes 'Let Me In' so eerily fascinating is the mood it creates. It is at once artful and unpretentious, more interested in intimacy and implication than in easy scares or slick effects."[58] Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] praised the film while comparing it to the original. He stated, "Reeves understands what made the first film so eerie and effective, and here the same things work again."[59] Rolling Stone[image: External link] film critic Peter Travers[image: External link], who was initially skeptical, gave the film a positive review while writing, "I thought for sure that any Hollywood remake of Tomas Alfredson's artful Swedish vampire film, Let the Right One In, would be a crass desecration. Well, color me blushing" and "Prepare to be wowed. It's a spellbinder."[60] Roger Moore of Orlando Sentinel[image: External link] gave the film 3.5 out of 4 stars, stating, "Reeves has Americanized a very good foreign film without defanging it."[61]

Let Me In was not well received by all critics. Some disputed Reeves' claims that he was not remaking the film but re-adapting the book, criticizing it for being too similar to the Swedish film. Josh Tyler wrote "The movie he’s made is absolutely a direct remake of the 2008 film, the two are so similar that it’s almost impossible to differentiate between them."[62] In a similar vein, Jamie S. Rich noted that while there was plenty of content in the original novel that the Swedish film omitted, "Reeves hasn't really ferreted out anything new; on the contrary, there is actually less plot in Let Me In than in the Alfredson version."[63] Beth Accomando wrote, "How Reeves can take the credit 'written and directed by Matt Reeves' seems almost laughable when you note how similar the script and the direction are to the original." In comparing the two films, she opined that the remake "makes obvious all that the original film made subtle and does so with less complexity."[64] Mark Kermode[image: External link] called it "the most utterly redundant remake of the year".[65]

According to Sukhdev Sandhu of The Telegraph,[66] "Let Me In doesn't need to exist unless, that is, the very notion of Swedish cinema is strange and unpalatable to you....What’s missing is the alluring otherness of Let the Right One In. That film's brittle textures and haunted ambiance seemed in some strange way to have sprung organically from the nation in which it was set. This remake, by contrast, smells of boardrooms and calculating machines."

Let Me In was a critics' pick as one of the Top 10 Best Films of 2010 at CNN[image: External link][67] and at MSN Entertainment[image: External link] for the 2010 Year in Review Special Features.[68]
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 Comic book prequel




In April 2010, it was announced that Hammer Films[image: External link] and Dark Horse Comics[image: External link] were producing a four-issue comic book[image: External link] limited series[image: External link] based on the film. Marc Andreyko[image: External link] wrote the comic.[69] The series, titled Let Me In: Crossroads, is a prequel[image: External link] to the film. The first issue has Abby and her "guardian" facing a ruthless real-estate tycoon who wants to steal their home and was released in December 2010.[70] Original author John Ajvide Lindqvist said "Nobody has asked me about [doing a comic] and I think that the project stinks. I am looking into this matter and hope that they have no right to do this."[71] Later, he informed fans that he had in fact unwittingly sold the rights for the comic to be made, stating that the producers had misinformed him as to the nature of the contract he had signed.[72]
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 Author's response




John Ajvide Lindqvist, author of Let the Right One In, who also wrote the screenplay for the original Swedish film, was pleased with Let Me In. He said:


I might just be the luckiest writer alive. To have not only one, but two excellent versions of my debut novel done for the screen feels unreal. Let the Right One In is a great Swedish movie. Let Me In is a great American movie. There are notable similarities and the spirit of Tomas Alfredson is present. But Let Me In puts the emotional pressure in different places and stands firmly on its own legs. Like the Swedish movie it made me cry, but not at the same points. Let Me In is a dark and violent love story, a beautiful piece of cinema and a respectful rendering of my novel for which I am grateful. Again.[73]
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	List of awards and nominations



	Award / Film Festival
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result



	Austin Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link][74]
	Breakthrough Artist
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Central Ohio Film Critics Association Awards[75][76]
	Actor of the Year
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	Breakthrough Film Artist
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Best Overlooked Film
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Movie Awards[77]
	Best Young Actor/Actress
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	Best Young Actor/Actress
	Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link] Awards[78]
	Breakthrough Performance
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link][79]
	Best Newcomer
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Best Horror[image: External link]
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link][80]
	Best Sound Editing: Feature Film Music
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	Golden Tomato Awards[48][49]
	Best Horror
	Let Me In
	Won



	Best Wide Release
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	Gotham Awards[image: External link][81]
	Best Feature
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	National Board of Review of Motion Pictures Awards[image: External link][82]
	Top Independent Films
	Let Me In
	Won



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][83]
	Favorite Horror Movie
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards[84]
	Overlooked Film
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	Best Young Actor
	Kodi Smit-McPhee
	Won



	Best Young Actress
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	Richard Attenborough Film Awards[85]
	Rising Star
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][86]
	Best Horror Film[image: External link]
	Let Me In
	Won



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor
	Kodi Smit-McPhee
	Nominated



	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Matt Reeves[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Writing[image: External link]
	Matt Reeves
	Nominated



	Best Music[image: External link]
	Michael Giacchino[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Make-up[image: External link]
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	Scream Awards[image: External link][87]
	Best Horror Movie
	Let Me In
	Won



	Best Horror Actress
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Best Horror Movie
	Let Me In
	Nominated



	Young Artist Awards[image: External link][88]
	Best Supporting Actor
	Dylan Minnette[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Ensemble Cast
	Let Me In
	Nominated
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 Home media




Let Me In was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] in North America on February 1, 2011, and in the UK on March 14, 2011.[89] The disc includes an audio commentary with director Reeves, a 17-minute featurette on the making of the film, a short that focuses on the art of the special effects, an in-depth video about the process of making the film's unique car crash scene, three deleted scenes[image: External link], trailer[image: External link] and poster galleries, and a digital copy of the film. The Blu-ray contains an exclusive featurette titled "Dissecting Let Me In".[90] Both DVD and Blu-ray come with a copy of the Limited Edition "Let Me In: Crossroads" comic book. As of April 2011, DVD sales (not including Blu-ray) totaled over 457,000 units sold with over $6.2 million in revenue.[91]
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 See also





	Vampire film[image: External link]
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Hugo (film)






Hugo is a 2011 historical[image: External link] adventure[image: External link] drama film[image: External link] directed and co-produced by Martin Scorsese and adapted for the screen by John Logan[image: External link]. Based on Brian Selznick[image: External link]'s book The Invention of Hugo Cabret, it is about a boy who lives alone in the Gare Montparnasse[image: External link] railway station in Paris[image: External link] in the 1930s. A co-production between Graham King[image: External link]'s GK Films[image: External link] and Johnny Depp[image: External link]'s Infinitum Nihil[image: External link], the film stars Ben Kingsley, Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link], Asa Butterfield, Chloë Grace Moretz, Ray Winstone[image: External link], Emily Mortimer[image: External link], Jude Law[image: External link], Helen McCrory, and Christopher Lee[image: External link].

Hugo is Scorsese's first film shot in 3D[image: External link], of which the filmmaker remarked: "I found 3D to be really interesting, because the actors were more upfront emotionally. Their slightest move, their slightest intention is picked up much more precisely."[4] The film was released in the United States on November 23, 2011.[5]

When it was released, Hugo received critical acclaim and received 11 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations (including Best Picture[image: External link]), more than any other film that year, and won five awards: Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Art Direction[image: External link], Best Sound Mixing[image: External link], Best Sound Editing[image: External link] and Best Visual Effects[image: External link].[6] It was also nominated for eight BAFTAs[image: External link], winning two, and was nominated for three Golden Globe awards[image: External link], earning Scorsese his third Golden Globe Award for Best Director[image: External link]. The film grossed $185 million against a budget of $150–$170 million.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1931, 12-year-old Hugo Cabret (Asa Butterfield) lives in Paris[image: External link] with his father (Jude Law[image: External link]), a kind but widowed clockmaker who also works part-time at a museum. One day, his father finds a broken automaton[image: External link], a mechanical man designed to write with a pen, at the museum, and Hugo and he try to repair it, his father documenting the automaton in a notebook. When his father is killed by a fire at the museum, Hugo is forced to live with his resentful, alcoholic uncle Claude (Ray Winstone[image: External link]), and made to learn how to maintain the clocks at the railway station of Gare Montparnasse[image: External link]. When Claude goes missing for several days, Hugo continues to maintain the clocks, fearing that he would be sent away as an orphan by the vindictive Station Inspector Gustave (Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link]) if Claude's absence is discovered. Hugo attempts to repair the automaton with stolen parts, believing it contains a message from his father, but the machine still requires a heart-shaped key that his father could not find.

Hugo is caught when stealing from the toy store owner Georges (Ben Kingsley), who looks through his father's notebook and threatens to destroy it. Hugo encounters Georges' goddaughter[image: External link] Isabelle (Chloë Grace Moretz), who offers to help get the notebook back. Hugo learns Georges has forbidden Isabelle from going to the cinema, and introduces the medium to her as his father had done for him. As their friendship grows, he shows her the automaton, and is astonished when Isabelle inadvertently reveals she wears the key as a necklace given to her by Georges. When started, the machine draws out a scene that Hugo recognizes from his father's description of the film A Trip to the Moon[image: External link]. Isabelle identifies the signature, that of a "Georges Méliès[image: External link]", as her godfather. She sneaks Hugo into her home, where they find a hidden cache of more imaginative drawings of Méliès, but are caught by Georges, who banishes Hugo from his home.

Hugo and Isabelle go to the Film Academy Library and find a book about the history of cinema that praises Méliès' contributions. They meet the book's author, René Tabard (Michael Stuhlbarg[image: External link]), a film expert who is surprised to hear that Méliès might still be alive, as he had disappeared after World War I[image: External link] along with nearly all copies of his films. Excited at the chance to meet him, René agrees to meet Isabelle and Hugo at Georges' home to show his copy of A Trip to the Moon, hoping it will invigorate Georges. On the scheduled night, Georges' wife Jeanne (Helen McCrory) tries to turn them away, but René compliments Jeanne as Jeanne d'Alcy[image: External link], an actress in many of Méliès' films, and she allows them to continue. As the film plays, Georges wakes up at the sight, and Jeanne finally convinces him to cherish his accomplishments rather than regret his lost dream. Georges recounts that as a stage magician, he had been fascinated by motion pictures, and used the medium to create imaginative works through his Star Film Company[image: External link], but was forced into bankruptcy following the war, closing his studio and selling his films to be turned into raw materials. He laments that even an automaton he made that he donated to a museum was lost. Hugo recognizes this is the same automaton he has, and races to the station to retrieve it. He is caught by Gustave, who has learned that Claude's body was found some time ago, and threatens to take Hugo to the orphanage. Georges arrives and tells Gustave that he will now see to Hugo, adopting him as his son.

Some time later, Georges is named a professor at the Film Academy, and is paid tribute through a showcase of his films recovered by René. Hugo joins in with his new family as they celebrate at the apartment, where the guests include a mellower Gustave who is clearly in love with Lisette (Emily Mortimer[image: External link]) from the patisserie. As the movie ends, Isabelle starts to write down Hugo's story.
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 Cast






	
Asa Butterfield as Hugo Cabret

	
Chloë Grace Moretz as Isabelle

	
Ben Kingsley as Georges Méliès[image: External link] / Papa Georges

	
Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link] as Inspector Gustave Dasté

	
Ray Winstone[image: External link] as Claude Cabret

	
Emily Mortimer[image: External link] as Lisette

	
Jude Law[image: External link] as Mr. Cabret

	
Helen McCrory as Jeanne d'Alcy[image: External link] / Mama Jeanne

	
Michael Stuhlbarg[image: External link] as René Tabard

	
Christopher Lee[image: External link] as Monsieur Labisse

	
Frances de la Tour[image: External link] as Madame Emile

	
Richard Griffiths[image: External link] as Monsieur Frick

	
Marco Aponte[image: External link] as a train engineer assistant

	
Kevin Eldon[image: External link] as policeman

	
Gulliver McGrath[image: External link] as young Tabard

	
Angus Barnett[image: External link] as a cinema manager

	
Ben Addis[image: External link] as Salvador Dalí[image: External link]


	Emil Lager as Django Reinhardt[image: External link]


	Robert Gill as James Joyce[image: External link]






Michael Pitt[image: External link], Martin Scorsese, and Brian Selznick[image: External link] have cameo roles[image: External link].
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 Production
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 Pre-production




GK Films[image: External link] acquired the screen rights to The Invention of Hugo Cabret shortly after the book was published in 2007. Initially, Chris Wedge[image: External link] was signed in to direct the adaptation and John Logan[image: External link] was contracted to write the screenplay.[7] The film was initially titled Hugo Cabret. Several actors were hired, including Ben Kingsley, Sacha Baron Cohen, Asa Butterfield, Chloë Grace Moretz, and Helen McCrory. Jude Law, Ray Winstone, Christopher Lee, Frances de la Tour, and Richard Griffiths later joined the project. Hugo was originally budgeted at $100 million, but ran over with a final budget between $156 million and $170 million.[8] In February 2012, Graham King summed up his experience of producing Hugo: "Let's just say that it hasn't been an easy few months for me—there's been a lot of Ambien[image: External link] involved".
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 Filming




Production began in London on June 29, 2010; the first shooting location was at the Shepperton Studios[image: External link].[9] The Nene Valley Railway[image: External link] near Peterborough[image: External link] also lent their original Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits[image: External link] rolling stock to the studio.[10][11]

In August 2010, production moved to Paris for two weeks. Locations included the Sainte-Geneviève Library[image: External link], the Sorbonne[image: External link] (where a lecture hall was converted into a 1930s cinema hall) in the 5th arrondissement[image: External link], and the Théâtre de l'Athénée[image: External link] and its surrounding area in the 9th[image: External link]. High school Lycée Louis-le-Grand[image: External link] served as the film's base of operations in Paris; its cafeteria served 700 meals a day for the cast and crew.[12]
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 Music




The film's soundtrack includes an Oscar-nominated original score composed by Howard Shore[image: External link], and also makes prominent use of the Danse macabre[image: External link] by Camille Saint-Saëns[image: External link] and Gnossienne No. 1 by Erik Satie[image: External link].
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 Release




The film was theatrically released on November 23, 2011 by Paramount Pictures[image: External link], premiered at the NYFF[image: External link] on October 10, 2011 and was released on DVD and Blu-ray on February 28, 2012 by Paramount Home Entertainment[image: External link].
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 Historical references




The backstory and primary features of Georges Méliès[image: External link]' life as depicted in the film are largely accurate: He became interested in film after seeing a demonstration of the Lumière brothers[image: External link]' camera;[13] he was a magician and toymaker; he experimented with automata; he owned a theatre (Theatre Robert-Houdin[image: External link]); he was forced into bankruptcy; his film stock was reportedly melted down for its celluloid; he became a toy salesman at the Montparnasse station[image: External link], and he was eventually awarded the Légion d'honneur[image: External link] medal after a period of terrible neglect. Many of the early silent films shown in the movie are Méliès's actual works, such as Le voyage dans la lune[image: External link] (1902). However, the film does not mention Méliès' two children, his brother Gaston (who worked with Méliès during his film-making career), or his first wife Eugénie, who was married to Méliès during the time he made films (and who died in 1913). The film shows Méliès married to Jeanne d'Alcy during their filmmaking period, when in reality they did not marry until 1925.

The automaton's design was inspired by the Maillardet's automaton[image: External link] made by the Swiss watchmaker Henri Maillardet[image: External link], which Selznick had seen in the Franklin Institute[image: External link], Philadelphia,[14] as well as the Jaquet-Droz automaton[image: External link] "the writer".[15] A portion of the scene with Harold Lloyd[image: External link] in Safety Last![image: External link] (1923), hanging from the clock, is shown when the main characters sneak into a movie theater. Later, Hugo similarly hangs from the hands of a large clock on a clock tower to escape a pursuer like Lloyd in Safety Last!.

Several viewings of the film L'Arrivée d'un train en gare de La Ciotat[image: External link] are portrayed, depicting the shocked reaction of the audience—although this view is in doubt.[16]

Emil Lager, Ben Addis[image: External link], and Robert Gill make cameo appearances[image: External link] as the father of Gypsy jazz[image: External link] guitar, Django Reinhardt[image: External link], the Spanish surrealist[image: External link] painter, Salvador Dalí[image: External link], and the Irish writer James Joyce[image: External link], respectively. The names of all three characters appear towards the end of the film's cast credit list.[17]

The book that Monsieur Labisse gives Hugo as a gift, Robin Hood le proscrit (Robin Hood the outlaw), was written by Alexandre Dumas[image: External link] in 1864 as a French translation of an 1838 work by Pierce Egan the Younger[image: External link] in England. The book is symbolic, as Hugo must avoid the "righteous" law enforcement (Inspector Gustave) to live in the station and later to restore the automaton both to a functioning status and to its rightful owner. There is also a depiction of Montparnasse derailment[image: External link], when at 4 pm on 22 October 1895 the Granville–Paris Express overran the buffer stop at its Gare Montparnasse terminus.
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 Reception
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 Box office performance




Hugo earned $15.4 million over its Thanksgiving weekend debut. It went on to earn US$[image: External link]73,864,507 domestically and $111,905,653 overseas, for a worldwide gross of $185,770,160.[3] Despite praise from critics, Hugo was cited as one of the year's notable box-office flops. Its perceived failure was due to competition with Disney's The Muppets[image: External link] and Summit's Breaking Dawn Part 1[image: External link].[18] The film was estimated to have had a net loss of $100 million.[19] Producer Graham King[image: External link] said that the film's box-office results were painful. "There's no finger-pointing—I'm the producer and I take the responsibility," he said. "Budget-wise, there just wasn't enough prep time and no one really realized how complicated doing a 3D film was going to be. I went through three line-producers because no one knew exactly what was going on. Do I still think it's a masterpiece that will be talked about in 20 years? Yes. But once the schedule started getting out of whack, things just spiraled and spiraled and that's when the avalanche began."[20]
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 Critical reception




The film currently holds a 94% "Certified Fresh" rating on aggregate review site Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 205 reviews, with an average score of 8.3/10. The site's main consensus reads, "Hugo is an extravagant, elegant fantasy with an innocence lacking in many modern kids' movies, and one that emanates an unabashed love for the magic of cinema."[21] Metacritic[image: External link] gave the film an average score of 83 out of 100, based on 41 reviews, indicating "universal acclaim".[22]

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] gave the film four out of four stars, saying "Hugo is unlike any other film Martin Scorsese has ever made, and yet possibly the closest to his heart: a big-budget, family epic in 3-D, and in some ways, a mirror of his own life. We feel a great artist has been given command of the tools and resources he needs to make a movie about—movies."[23] Peter Rainer of The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] gave it a "B+" grade and termed it as "an odd mixture: a deeply personal impersonal movie" and concluded that "Hugo is a mixed bag but one well worth rummaging through."[24] Christy Lemire[image: External link] said that it had an "abundant love of the power of film; being a hardcore cinephile (like Scorsese) might add a layer of enjoyment, but it certainly isn't a prerequisite for walking in the door" besides being "slightly repetitive and overlong".[25] Michael Phillips[image: External link] of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] rated it three stars and described it as "rich and stimulating even when it wanders" explaining "every locale in Scorsese's vision of 1931 Paris looks and feels like another planet. The filmmaker embraces storybook artifice as wholeheartedly as he relays the tale's lessons in the importance of film preservation[image: External link]."[26] Joe Morgenstern[image: External link] of The Wall Street Journal said that "visually Hugo is a marvel, but dramatically it's a clockwork lemon".[27]

Hugo was selected for the Royal Film Performance[image: External link] 2011 with a screening at the Odeon, Leicester Square, in London on 28 November 2011 in the presence of the Prince of Wales[image: External link] and the Duchess of Cornwall[image: External link] in support of the Cinema and Television Benevolent Fund[image: External link].[28] Richard Corliss[image: External link] of Time named it one of the Top 10 Best Movies of 2011, saying, "Scorsese's love poem, rendered gorgeously in 3-D, restores both the reputation of an early pioneer and the glory of movie history—the birth of a popular art form given new life through a master's application of the coolest new techniques".[29] James Cameron[image: External link] called Hugo "a masterpiece" and that the film had the best use of 3D he had seen, surpassing even his own acclaimed films.[30]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Top-ten lists




The film appeared on the following critics' lists of the top-ten films of 2011:



	Critic
	Publication
	Rank



	David Denby[image: External link]
	The New Yorker[image: External link]
	1st[31]




	Sean Hobbit
	Freelance
	1st



	Elizabeth Weitzman
	New York Daily News[image: External link]
	1st



	Harry Knowles[image: External link]
	Aint It Cool News[image: External link]
	1st[32]




	Shawn Levy[image: External link]
	
The Oregonian[image: External link] (Portland)
	1st[33]




	Glenn Kenny[image: External link]
	MSN Movies[image: External link]
	2nd



	Peter Hartlaub
	San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]
	2nd[34]




	Richard Corliss[image: External link]
	Time
	2nd[35]




	Roger Ebert
	Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]
	4th[36]




	Lisa Schwarzbaum[image: External link]
	Entertainment Weekly
	4th[37]




	Peter Paras
	E! Online[image: External link]
	5th



	N/A
	MTV[image: External link]
	5th[38]




	Todd McCarthy
	The Hollywood Reporter
	6th[39]




	Peter Travers
	Rolling Stone[image: External link]
	6th[40]




	N/A
	TV Guide[image: External link]
	7th[41]




	J. Hoberman[image: External link]
	The Village Voice[image: External link]
	8th[42]




	Noel Murray
	The A.V. Club[image: External link]
	9th[43]




	Mark Kermode[image: External link]
	BBC Radio 5 Live[image: External link]
	9th[44]




	Kim Morgan
	MSN Movies
	9th[45]




	Keith Phipps
	A.V. Club
	9th[46]




	Sean Axmaker
	MSN Movies
	10th[47]




	Glenn Heath Jr.
	Slant Magazine[image: External link]
	10th[48]




	Jeff Simon
	The Buffalo News[image: External link]
	N/A[49]




	Manohla Dargis[image: External link]
	The New York Times[image: External link]
	N/A



	Phillip French
	The Observer[image: External link]
	N/A
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 Accolades






	List of awards and nominations



	Award / Film Festival
	Date of Ceremony
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result



	Academy Awards[image: External link][50][51]
	26 February 2012[image: External link]
	Best Picture[image: External link]
	Graham King[image: External link] and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	John Logan[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Robert Richardson[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Howard Shore[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction[image: External link]
	Dante Ferretti[image: External link], Francesca Lo Schiavo[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Sandy Powell[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Robert Legato[image: External link], Joss Williams, Ben Grossmann[image: External link], and Alex Henning
	Won



	Best Film Editing[image: External link]
	Thelma Schoonmaker[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Sound Editing[image: External link]
	Philip Stockton[image: External link] and Eugene Gearty[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Sound Mixing[image: External link]
	Tom Fleischman[image: External link] and John Midgley[image: External link]
	Won



	Argentine Academy of Cinematography Arts and Sciences Awards[image: External link][52]
	December 5, 2012
	Best Foreign Film
	Graham King, Timothy Headington[image: External link], Martin Scorsese, and Johnny Depp[image: External link]
	Won



	Alliance of Women Film Journalists[image: External link][53][54]
	10 January 2012
	Best Picture
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay
	John Logan
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Best Editing
	Thelma Schoonmaker
	Won



	American Society of Cinematographers[image: External link][55]
	12 February 2012
	Outstanding Achievement in Cinematography in a Feature Film[image: External link]
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Art Directors Guild[image: External link][56]
	4 February 2012
	Period Film
	Dante Ferretti
	Won



	Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts Awards[image: External link][57]
	27 January 2012[image: External link]
	Best Film – International[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Direction – International[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Boston Society of Film Critics Award[image: External link]
	11 December 2011
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Won



	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Robert Richardson
	2nd Place



	Best Editing
	Thelma Schoonmaker
	2nd Place



	British Academy Film Awards[image: External link][58][59]
	12 February 2012[image: External link]
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Best Original Score
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	Best Sound[image: External link]
	Philip Stockton, Eugene Gearty[image: External link], Tom Fleischman, and John Midgley[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Thelma Schoonmaker
	Nominated



	Best Production Design[image: External link]
	Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo
	Won



	Best Costume Design[image: External link]
	Sandy Powell
	Nominated



	Best Makeup and Hair[image: External link]
	Morag Ross and Jan Archibald[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	12 January 2012[image: External link]
	Best Picture
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Young Actor/Actress
	Asa Butterfield
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay
	John Logan
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Best Editing
	Thelma Schoonmaker
	Nominated



	Best Production Design/Art Direction
	Dante Ferretti[image: External link] and Francesca Lo Schiavo[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Score
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	Best Costume Design
	Sandy Powell
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects
	Robert Legato
	Nominated



	Best Sound
	Philip Stockton, Eugene Gearty, Tom Fleischman, and John Midgley
	Nominated



	Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link][60][61]
	7 January 2012
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	David di Donatello Awards[image: External link][62]
	4 May 2012
	Best Foreign Film[image: External link]
	Hugo
	Nominated



	Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link][63]
	16 December 2011
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Florida Film Critics Circle Awards[image: External link][64]
	19 December 2011
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Won



	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Production Design/Art Direction
	Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo
	Won



	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link][65][66]
	15 January 2012[image: External link]
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Won



	Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link][67]
	31 May 2012
	Best Animation/Family
	"Imagine"
	Nominated



	Best Animation/Family TV Spot
	Hugo
	Nominated



	Grammy Awards[image: External link][68]
	10 February 2013[image: External link]
	Best Score Soundtrack For Visual Media[image: External link]
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	Hugo Awards[image: External link]
	2 September 2012
	Best Dramatic Presentation, Long Form[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese and John Logan
	Nominated



	Indiana Film Critics Association
	
	Best Film
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Musical Score
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	Las Vegas Film Critics Society
	13 December 2011
	Best Film
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Family Film
	Hugo
	Won



	Best Film Editing
	Thelma Schoonmaker
	Won



	Best Youth in Film
	Asa Butterfield
	Won



	National Board of Review[image: External link][69]
	
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Won



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Won



	New York Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link]
	29 November 2011
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	2nd Place



	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	3rd Place



	Online Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link]
	2 January 2012
	Best Picture
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Phoenix Film Critics Society
	27 December 2011
	Best Picture
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay
	John Logan
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Best Production Design
	Dante Ferretti
	Won



	Best Costume Design
	Sandy Powell
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects
	Robert Legato
	Won



	Best Live Action Family Film
	Hugo
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	19 December 2011[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Art Direction and Production Design[image: External link]
	Dante Ferretti and Francesca Lo Schiavo
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Robert Legato
	Won



	San Diego Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link]
	14 December 2011
	Best Production Design
	Dante Ferretti
	Won



	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	John Logan
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography[image: External link]
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Thelma Schoonmaker
	Nominated



	Best Score
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][70]
	20 June 2012
	Best Fantasy Film[image: External link]
	Hugo
	Nominated



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Ben Kingsley
	Nominated



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor
	Asa Butterfield
	Nominated



	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Writing[image: External link]
	John Logan
	Nominated



	Best Music[image: External link]
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	Best Costume[image: External link]
	Sandy Powell
	Nominated



	Best Production Design
	Dante Ferretti
	Won



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Thelma Schoonmaker
	Nominated



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link][71]
	5 December 2011
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Won



	Best Art Direction
	Dante Derretti
	Won



	Best Film[image: External link]
	Graham King and Martin Scorsese
	Nominated



	Best Acting Ensemble
	Hugo
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	John Logan
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Robert Richardson
	Nominated



	Best Score[image: External link]
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	World Soundtrack Academy[image: External link]
	20 October 2012[image: External link]
	Best Original Score of the Year[image: External link]
	Howard Shore
	Nominated



	Soundtrack Composer of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Young Artist Awards[image: External link][72]
	6 May 2012[image: External link]
	Best Performance in a Feature Film - Leading Young Actor[image: External link]
	Asa Butterfield
	Nominated



	Best Performance in a Feature Film - Leading Young Actress
	Chloë Grace Moretz
	Won
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