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INTRODUCTION.





 




GENERAL TOPOGRAPHY OF ABYSSINIA.




 




AT the time when a British Expedition into Abyssinia was determined

upon little was known of the topography of Abyssinia. This little could only be

gathered by compilations from the works of a few travellers who had penetrated

into the country. Such visitors naturally pay little regard to military necessities.

Careful of the safety and welfare only of a small cavalcade or a diminutive

following, what would be nothing wherewith to feed a large host appears to them

plenty of both food and water. On the other hand, obstacles which seem to their

individual powers stupendous fade away before the disciplined labour of an

army. Hence, as authorities for military preparation, the accounts of ordinary

travellers are of no great worth. Still they have an advantage.




From the published works of those who

had journeyed in Abyssinia it was known that that country is a highland

plateau elevated on lofty hills above the basin of the Indian Ocean on the east

and the Upper Nile on the west. This plateau runs almost due north and south.

At its northern end it impinges nearly upon the shore of the Red Sea, and

protrudes its lowest spurs in the neighbourhood of Massowah, close down upon

the coral-bound coast. The Red Sea trends towards the east, so that although in

the direction of Massowah the mountains of Abyssinia approach the water, there

is a belt of lowland of about two hundred miles between the southern portion of

the plateau and the ocean.




The plateau was known to be broken by

deep valleys and precipitous gorges, through which the rain which fell upon its

highest peaks drained off towards the Nile. On it were several political

divisions, of which the best known were Bogos, Barea, Hamasyen, Tigre in the

north; Semien, Bellesa, Begemeder, Woggera, Dembea, and Tschelga in the centre,

separated by the river Takkazie from the northern provinces and from Waag Lasta

and Amhara on the east. Shoa lay in the extreme south, and Kuara and Damot on

the western slope. In an elbow of the river, which rises in lake Tsana and

falls into the Nile at Khartoum, are situated the districts of Metcha and

Godjam. From three ports in the eastern coast of Africa can an entry be made into Abyssinia. From Massowah on the north routes lead

through mountain passes to Adowa, the capital of Tigre, or round the base of

those mountains to Kassala and Matamna, whence Gondar, the principal city of

Dembea, can be reached. From Amphila Bay a road runs across the low unhealthy

desert to the base of the mountains and striking through some waterless passes

arrives at Adowa. Between Tajurrah, the most southern port, and the mountains,

the distance is greater than that from Amphila Bay. From Tajurrah the most

direct road lies to Ankober, the capital of the kingdom of Shoa. The lowland

along the seacoast was well known to be an arid and sandy desert: the plateau

was known to be rugged and mountainous, but while the climate of the lowlands

was known to be extremely prejudicial to European constitutions, that of the

hill country was believed to be cool and healthy.


















 




 





CHAPTER I.

BRITISH EXPEDITION TO ABYSSINIA.





 




THE British Expedition to Abyssinia was prompted by no thirst for

glory, by no lust of conquest. Unwillingly entered upon for the sake of

humanity by the Government of England, it was vigorously carried through in the

same cause by the officer to whom its conduct was entrusted. Its success was

great. England acquired from it no territorial aggrandisement. Yet it did not

pass unrewarded, for its result was greatly to raise the British Army in

European estimation.




The troops of Sir Robert Napier were

not only liberators of their countrymen, but were explorers and pioneers in an

almost unknown land. A vague charm was presented to the men who comprised the

Expeditionary Force. The theatre of their operations was little better

understood than when it was supposed to be the seat of empire of the mythical

Prester John, or was charmed into an unreal existence by the magic pen of the author of

Rasselas. The cloud of mystery which enveloped the African Switzerland, the

certainty of adventure, and the confidence felt by all ranks of the army in the

chosen commander, lured many volunteers to seek for service in the enterprise.

Apart from the army there was no desire for the expedition. Many were the

forebodings of disaster, and of death to the prisoners in case of an armed

intervention in the affairs of an uncivilised potentate. These forebodings were

not without cause, but fortuitously so, for they were due less to thought than

to awe, to calculation than to ignorance.




The country of Abyssinia, or Habesh,

is inhabited by a mixed race. Of this the majority, although settled on the

confines of the Negro world, came from the Shemite race, and speaks a language

closely allied to Arabic and Hebrew. Thousands of years ago successive

migrations of this people must have emerged from Asia, and settled in Alpine

Africa, where, though all historical record is lost, a monument of their

migration is preserved in the name Geez or wanderers. The ancient Abyssinian

tongue was the Ethiopic: while this was preserved there was comparative

civilisation in the highlands, which are drained by many fountains of the

father of waters. An extensive ecclesiastical literature existed in the country. The

modern language

of several dialects is descended from the Geez or Ethiopic, but is contaminated

by the proximity of Arabic-speaking

tribes.




Of the earliest history of Abyssinia little is known. Early Still less

can be credited. Legendary chronicles tell, that from this district the Queen

of Sheba travelled to visit the capital of the Jewish Solomon, returning thence

to the seat of her power at Axum, in Tigre, with the ark of the covenant and a

Hebrew colony, and there raised a temple to the true God. The mythical

traditions still preserved in Abyssinia say, that the royal house of the

country has directly descended from the Queen of the South, and the Negoos, or

ruler of modern Ethiopia, claims descent from Menilek, an asserted child of

Solomon by the Queen of Axum. The invasion of Abyssinia by the Greek Ptolemies,

and the penetration of the arts and language of Greece into Tigre, the country of

the Axumitæ, are proved by the inscriptions recorded and found at Adulis and

Axum. These were executed before the introduction of Christianity. They own the

worship of Mars, and also show that Adulis, the modern Zulla, was the door by

which the Greeks and Egyptians obtained access to the highlands of Tigre.

Christianity was introduced at the beginning of the fourth century by

Frumentius, who was consecrated by Saint Athanasius of Alexandria, the first

Primate of Abyssinia. He received the name of Abuna Salama, or Father of Peace,

from the people to whom he was sent. Since the days of Frumentius every

orthodox Primate of Abyssinia has been consecrated by the Coptic Patriarch of

the church of Alexandria and has borne the title of Abuna.




Jews had been numerous in Arabia since

the days when the market of Jerusalem was first supplied from Ophir, and the

land of spice on the Red Sea. After the destruction of the home of the chosen

people, many exiles of Jewish race found an asylum in the peninsula which forms

the eastern shore of the Red Sea. Educated to war in Palestine, and smarting

under defeat, they were formidable, both as warriors and bigots. Some of them,

in the year 522, made a proselyte of Dunaan, who slew and possessed himself of

the crown of the Arian king of the Homerites in Yemen. He persecuted those who

refused to renounce Christianity, and at Najiran committed some of the recusants to

the martyrdom of fire. The oppressed Churches appealed for aid to the Emperor

Justinian. At his request their nearest co-religionist, the Negoos of

Abyssinia, took up arms. Caleb or Eleesbam, who then occupied the throne of

Axum, passed his army in vessels from Adulis across the Red Conquest Sea, slew

Dunaan, and took possession of his kingdom. In the time of Caleb the kingdom of

the Axumitæ attained to its highest degree of prosperity, and was most intimately connected with

European civilisation. Its vessels from Adulis traded to Egypt and Ceylon. Its

ruler's alliance was sought by the sovereign of the Roman Empire. An Ethiopian

colony was established in Yemen, over which Abrahah, the slave of a Roman

merchant of Adulis, obtained government. But the army of Abrahah was destroyed

before Mecca, and the Abyssinian invaders expelled from Arabia. The conquest of

Egypt by the Arabs in the middle of the seventh century, crippled the

prosperity of Abyssinia. The rising wave of Islamism severed the arteries of

communication which connected Axum with the centres of civilisation and of

Christianity. Abyssinia sank into torpid oblivion for almost a thousand years.




During this time the religion of the

country became degraded and perverted. The Abuna was uniformly sent into

Abyssinia by the Patriarch of Alexandria. But the occasional advent of a high

priest was insufficient to maintain the national creed, even on so elevated a

basis as that of the Coptic Church. Errors rapidly crept in, and Abyssinian

Christianity became tainted with superstition and Judaism. The mission of

Frumentius appears to have been only partially successful; and probably the

Jewish adventurers in Arabia crossed over in considerable numbers to the

African continent after the conversion of Arabia to Islamism. The

Jews gained strength, and the legends say that, about A.D. 960, Judith, the

Queen of the Abyssinian Jews, overthrew the established dynasty. The heir of

the Queen of Sheba was carried to the province of Shoa, where the rightful line

continued to reign. The relatives of Judith ruled the remaining provinces of

the empire under the designation of the House of Zagué. On the death of the

foundress of the line, her successor adopted the Christian faith. About A.D.

1268, by the mediation of the Abuna Tecla Haimanout, a treaty was concluded

between Icon Amlac, the descendant of the legitimate line, and the

representative of the line of Zagué. By virtue of this agreement, the lands of

Lasta were given up to Naaculto Laab, of the lineage of Judith, who resigned to

Icon Amlac the kingdom of Abyssinia. About the middle of the fifteenth century,

Abyssinia came in contact with Western Europe. An Abyssinian convent was

endowed at Rome, and legates were sent from the Abyssinian convent at Jerusalem

to the council of Florence. These adhered to the Greek schism. But from that

time the Church of Rome made an impress upon Ethiopia.




Prince Henry of Portugal, youngest son

of John Portugal. the Avenger, and Grand Master of the Order of Christ, next opened up communication with Europe. He hoped to open up a route from the west to the east coast of Africa,

by which the East Indies might be reached without touching Mahometan territory.

During his efforts to discover such a passage to India, and to destroy the

revenues derived by the Moors from the spice trade, he sent an ambassador named

Covillan to the Court of Shoa. Covillan was not suffered to return by

Alexander, the then Negoos. He married nobly and acquired rich possessions in

the country. He kept up correspondence with Portugal and urged Prince Henry to

diligently continue his efforts to discover the southern passage to the East.




In 1498 the Portuguese effected the

circuit of Africa. The Turks shortly afterwards extended their conquests

towards India, where they were baulked by the Portuguese, but they established

a post and a toll at Zeyla, on the African coast. From here they hampered and

threatened to destroy the trade of Abyssinia. Under the advice of Covillan,

Helena, Empress of Ethiopia, sent an embassy to seek assistance of the

Portuguese against the Turks, and aid in the extirpation of the Moslem on both

shores of the Red Sea. Matthew, an Armenian, who was selected for this service,

was detained for three years by the Portuguese authorities in India before he

was sent to Lisbon by a homeward bound fleet laden with spice. During the

absence of Matthew, the Turks of Zeyla, allied with the Mahometan tribes of the

coast, invaded Abyssinia. They were defeated by the

Negoos David, and at the same time the Turkish town of Zeyla was stormed and

burned by a Portuguese fleet. The Mahometans, not discouraged, silently

prepared for further operations, equipped themselves with fire-arms, and

trained themselves in the service of artillery. In 1520, a Portuguese fleet

arrived at Massowah. Matthew was on board one of the vessels. An embassy from

the fleet visited the court of the Negoos, where nearly six years were wasted

in puerile efforts at diplomacy and childish wrangling, without benefit to

either side. In 1526 the Portuguese mission was dismissed, and sailed to India,

taking with it an Abyssinian ambassador. This envoy, Zaga Zaab, after touching

on the Coromandel coast, arrived safely at Lisbon, but, pleased with the

amenities of European life, did not hurry forward the affairs of his master.

The King of Portugal was not now pressingly desirous of the Abyssinian

alliance. The power of Portugal in India was consolidated. A free communication

existed between Europe and India round the Cape of Good Hope. The successes of

the Turks on the shores of the Red Sea little affected the Portuguese. But the

intercourse of the Portuguese fleets with Abyssinia alarmed the Turks on the

coast, who had strengthened themselves by constant communication with Arabia,

had garrisoned Zeyla, and armed that place with a train of artillery.




A Mahometan army, under the command of Mahomet Gragné, governor of

Zeyla, invaded the highlands, burnt Axum, occupied Amhara, and reduced the

Negoos David to the most dire necessity. When pressed hard, David persuaded the

Abuna to consecrate as his successor, Bermudez, a Portuguese, who had been

detained in Abyssinia on the departure of the mission. Bermudez started

immediately to obtain the consecration of the Pope, which he received at

Bologna, and then proceeded to Portugal to urge for assistance against the

Turks. The viceroy of the Portuguese possessions in India was ordered to send a

detachment of 400 musketeers to aid the Christians of Abyssinia. A Portuguese

fleet under the command of Stephen da Gama came to the port of Massowah, where

they seized by stratagem the town of Arkeeko on the mainland. Stephen da Gama

then began to enroll the men who were to form the auxiliary force. It was

found, however, that the whole of the Portuguese wished to volunteer for the

service. A considerably larger number than the allotted 400 musketeers were

consequently allowed to take part with their servants and followers in the

expedition, which was placed under the command of Christopher da Gama, the

younger brother of the Admiral.




The Portuguese force marched from

Arkeeko towards Dobarwa, the easiest known entrance to the highlands. It had no

provision to make for either its commissariat or

transport, as cattle for both food and carriage were supplied by the Bahar

Nagash or Abyssinian governor of the sea coast. At Dobarwa, Don Christopher met

the queen, and then, with his Portuguese and 12,000 Abyssinian warriors,

marched forward to effect his junction with the army of the king. Mohammed

Gragné, desirous of preventing this maneuver, marched into the province of

Tigre. An action ensued on March 25, 1542, in which the Portuguese repelled the

attack of the Moors, but, from the want of cavalry, were unable to follow up

their success. The Portuguese then went into cantonments, to avoid the rains.

In August they again entertained the idea of effecting a junction with the

Negoos in Dembea. Mohammed Gragné threw his army in their way. Da Gama, without

awaiting the arrival of the army of the Negoos, accepted battle. His army was

overthrown, he himself taken prisoner, and put to death.




The queen, with Bermudez the

Patriarch, sought and obtained refuge among the Jews who occupied Mount Semien.

Arius Diaz was elected leader of the surviving Portuguese. On February 10,

1543, the Negoos Claudius and Arius Diaz defeated the troops of Mohammed

Gragné, who was himself shot in the action by a Portuguese marksman. Quarrels

then sprang up between the Court and the Catholic Primate. Bermudez wished the

Negoos Claudius to profess himself publicly as a convert to Rome. The latter

refused, not so much from want of conviction as from personal dislike of

Bermudez; the quarrel progressed until finally the Negoos, availing himself of

force, banished Bermudez to the country of the coast, whence he returned to

India.




It was at this time, in the middle of

the sixteenth century, that the Galla tribes first attracted attention. A

migration of Gallas came from the south and swept up to and over the confines

of Abyssinia. Men of lighter complexion and fairer skin than most Africans,

they were Pagan in religion and savages in customs. Notwithstanding frequent

efforts to dislodge them, they have firmly established themselves. A large

colony has planted itself on the banks of the Upper Takkazie, the Jidda and the

Bashilo. Since their establishment here they have for the most part embraced

the creed of Mahomet. The province of Shoa is but an outlier of Christian

Abyssinia, separated completely from coreligionist districts by these Galla

bands. About the same time the Turks took a firm hold of Massowah and of the

lowland by the coast, which had hitherto been ruled by the Abyssinian Bahar

Nagash. Islamism and heathenism surrounded Abyssinia, where the lamp of

Christianity faintly glimmered amidst dark superstition in the deep recesses of

rugged valleys.




In the year 1556,

St. Ignatius, the general of the Jesuit Society of Jesus, died at Rome. He had

founded a religious Order, of which the influence had been felt in the furthest corners

of the world; and did not neglect to send aid to the fainting worshippers of

Christ in Abyssinia Two years after the death of their great master, a Jesuit

mission arrived at Massowah five days before the occupation of that place by the

Turks. This mission was under the guidance of Andrew Aviedo, who was appointed

Patriarch by the Holy See. The Jesuit missionaries in Ethiopia fixed their

headquarters at Fremona, about twelve miles from Adowa. The Jesuits propagated

not only religion, but a knowledge of the rudiments of the arts and sciences,

amongst their African flocks. For nearly a century Fremona existed, and its

superiors were the trusted advisers of the Ethiopian throne. One of the last,

Peter Paez, appears to have been the instrument of the foundation of Gondar in

the province of Dembea. This city afterwards became the capital of the Negoos.

But the same fate which fell upon the company of Jesus in more civilised lands,

pursued it in the wilds of Africa. The Jesuit missionaries were universally

popular with the Negoos, but the prejudice of the people refused to recognise the

benefits which flowed from Fremona. The Catholic priests were, not unnaturally,

regarded as enemies and opponents by, the national clergy. The Portuguese

advisers of the Negoos were looked upon as stranger favourites by the native

aristocracy. Religious and social antagonisms sprang up. Persecution, the

desire of their first master, fell upon the Jesuits. The ignorant superstitions of the

native priesthood were more potent to the popular mind than the adoption of

mechanical appliances, or the application of liberal science. On the death of

Socinios, his son ordered the patriarch and missionaries from the different

provinces to proceed immediately to Fremona. The Jesuits sought the protection

of a rebel chieftain, who refused, from a curious scruple against breaking his

promise of protection, to deliver them up to Negoos Facilidas, but agreed,

nevertheless, to sell them to the Turks. The majority were accordingly sold to

the Governor of Massowah. These were ultimately allowed to return to Portugal;

two of those who remained in Abyssinia, in desire and expectation of death, had

their wishes completely gratified, and received the martyr's crown at the hands

of the Negoos.




Facilidas,

weary of missionaries and of foreign interference, sent for a Coptic Abuna from

Alexandria, Church. and concluded a treaty with the Turkish governors of

Massowah and Souakin to prevent the passage of Europeans into his dominions.

Some Capuchin preachers, who attempted to evade this treaty and enter

Abyssinia, met with cruel deaths. Facilidas thus completed the work of the

Turks and the Gallas and shut Abyssinia out from European influence and

civilisation. The religion and morals of his people became rapidly corrupted.

The former is now no safeguard of morality, and in the hands of Theodore became only an

excuse for cruelties and barbarity.




The sacraments of baptism and the

Eucharist are celebrated in the manner of the Greek Church, but children are

circumcised, and the Mosaic precepts are generally observed as far as religious

and not moral rites are concerned. Images are not adored, but as in the Greek

Church pictures are enshrined in the religious edifices. Legends of saints

appear to form the bulk of Abyssinian literature. After the expulsion of the

Jesuits, Abyssinia was torn by internal feuds and constantly harassed by the

encroachments of and wars with the Gallas. Anarchy and confusion ruled supreme.

Towns and villages were burnt down, and the inhabitants sold into slavery.




Towards the end of the seventeenth

century, efforts were made, both by the Franciscans and Jesuits, to institute

an Ethiopic mission. At the same time the Negoos Yasous, who, as well as his

son, was afflicted with a scorbutic disease, sent a messenger to Cairo to seek

a physician. The French Consul despatched M. Poncet, a French surgeon resident

in Cairo, who was entrusted also with diplomatic duties, accompanied by a

Jesuit, Brevedent. These approached Abyssinia by the valley of the Nile.

Brevedent died of dysentery, but Poncet penetrated to Gondar, where he remained

for nearly a year. He succeeded in curing the Negoos, but in his political task

failed signally. The Abyssinians refused to send a mission to France, and in 1700, Poncet set

out from Gondar on his return journey. At the time of Poncet's visit the Negoos

was the virtual as well as the theoretical ruler of the whole of the country.

Poncet describes Yasous as devoted to war, but averse to bloodshed. This Negoos

received the epithet Tallac, or Great, in the Abyssinian annals. A French

embassy, under M. du Roule, which was despatched from Cairo in 1704, did not

get farther than Sennaar, where the ambassador was murdered.




Yasous was succeeded by his son,

Tecla Haimanout, who was assassinated. The brother of Yasous, Theophilus,

ascended the throne. He was the first who allowed the dignity of the Negoos to

decline. Theophilus raised Ristas, a maternal grandson of Yasous the Great, to

the position of Ras, or prime minister, and entrusted him with the government

of the two provinces of Semien and Tigre. On the death of Theophilus, Ristas

made himself king, but the legitimate line was restored on his decease. Towards

the middle of the eighteenth century the Gallas appear to have increased

considerably in power. In the intestine quarrels of Abyssinia their alliance

was courted by each side, and in their country political refugees obtained a

secure asylum. In order to obtain the permanent assistance of these powerful

tribes, Yasous II., or Adam Segned, as he is indifferently called, took a Galla woman to

wife. She embraced Abyssinian Christianity, and religious scruples, perhaps,

would not have led to any bad effects from the Pagan alliance of Yasous. On his

death, in 1753, he was succeeded by his son Joas, a minor, who was completely

in the hands of his mother. The absorption of all temporal benefits by the

Galla relations of the queen-mother quickly roused the indignation of the Abyssinian

nobility. The whole country rallied round Ras Michael, governor of Tigre, who

assumed the actual direction of affairs, while the Negoos was maintained as the

theoretical ruler of the country, but was in truth a mere roi fainéant in the

hands of the Ras. In this condition, Bruce found the Negoos Tecla Haimanout

II., when he visited Gondar in 1770. After the deaths of Ras Michael and his

son, great disorder ensued. The real power of the Negoos and post of Ras fell

into the hands of the chiefs of the Yedjow Gallas, who, notwithstanding

interruptions, managed to maintain that position for three generations. The

Negoos, who lived at Gondar, with a small suite, received little consideration

and no respect from the governors of the different provinces. The two districts

most remote from the seat of government, Tigre and Shoa, became independent. 




The campaigns in Egypt attracted

English attention to the Red Sea. In 1804 Lord Valentia, the Viceroy of India,

sent his secretary, Mr. Salt, into Abyssinia. Mr. Salt

found Ras Walda Selasyé governor of Tigre, who had secured that province on the

death of the sons of Ras Michael. Mr. Salt entered into friendly relations with

Ras Walda, but was unable to penetrate beyond Tigre, on account of the constant

hostilities between the governor of that province and the Ras Guksa, chief of

the Yedjow Gallas, who ruled in Amhara. An Englishman of the name of Pearce

remained in Tigre, when Mr. Salt returned to England, and took up his residence

at Chelicut, a beautiful village near Antalo. In 1810 Mr. Salt was again sent

with a mission to Abyssinia and was the bearer of presents from George III. to

the ruler of Abyssinia. The quarrels between Walda Selasyé and Ras Guksa still

continued. The English envoy failed to reach Amhara. He gave the presents to

Ras Walda Selasyé, and left the country, where Mr. Pearce and Mr. Coffin, who

had accompanied the mission, still remained.




On the death of Ras Walda Selasyé in

1816, intestine disturbance occurred in Tigre. After some conflicts Sabagadis,

who had been a frequent rebel against Ras Walda, obtained the supreme power. In

1818 Mr. Pearce left Abyssinia, and shortly afterwards died at Alexandria. Mr.

Coffin became a trusted adviser and friend of Sabagadis, by whom he was sent in

1828 to Bombay and England to obtain firearms. During Coffin's absence a

league was formed against Sabagadis by the Galla Ras Marye, the son and

successor of Ras Guksa of Amhara, and Dedjatch Oobye, the ruler of the province

of Semien. In a battle, fought 1830, Sabagadis was taken prisoner and put to

death, leaving several sons. The Gallas occupied Adowa, but on the death of

their chief retired into Amhara, where a boy, Ras Ali, nephew of Ras Marye, was

entrusted with the government, his mother being regent.




Dedjatch Oobye, on the withdrawal of

the Gallas, assumed the government over Tigre; which was hotly contested by the

sons and adherents of Sabagadis. During these quarrels Coffin returned, in

1832, from England with muskets, some of which he gave to the sons of

Sabagadis, who, notwithstanding, were forced before long to yield to the

superior power of Oobye. Oobye ruled in Tigre until 1855. Constant wars

occurred between the different provinces, most of which were now thoroughly

independent of Ras Ali, who ruled the central provinces alone. Goshu was chief

of Godjam, and Sahela Selasyé independent King of Shoa. During the time of the

government of Oobye, several Protestant Missionaries visited Tigre, but were

expelled in 1838, when they directed their attention to the kingdom of Shoa. In

1841, a Catholic mission was established in Tigre, under Padre Jacobis, an

Italian gentleman of noble

family, who fixed his headquarters not far from Adigerat. An English embassy

was sent in 1841 to the Court of Shoa, of which Sir William Harris was the

leader. It had apparently, however, but little result.




The different Abyssinian chieftains

appear about this time to have desired to enter into relations with England,

possibly with the idea of obtaining aid against each other, or of seeking for

Christian assistance against their Mahometan neighbours. In the same year as

Harris visited Shoa, Dedjatch Oobye, of Tigre, sent Mr. Coffin on a mission

with presents to the Queen. In October 1846, Ras Ali also sent a mission with

presents to the Queen by Mr. Plowden, who with Mr. Bell had arrived in

Abyssinia in 1843, and had since lived there. At this time Mr. Plowden reported

that the rightful Emperor still resided, a shadow of royalty, at Gondar. Ras

Ali represented the race of powerful chiefs, Galla by origin, but now

Christian, who had retained the government for about sixty years.




In January 1848,

Mr. Plowden was appointed consular agent for the protection of British trade

with Abyssinia and was sent out with a letter and presents to Ras Ali. He was

also the bearer of the draught of a treaty of commerce to be concluded between

Ras Ali and England. In the beginning of 1849, Plowden reached Adowa and

then proceeded to Debra Tabor, the residence of Ras Ali, whence he returned the

treaty of commerce signed by the Ras. On his arrival at Debra Tabor, Plowden

found his former companion Bell an officer of high position in the service of

the Ras. Her Majesty's ratification of the treaty of commerce was delivered to

Ras Ali in 1852. At the end of the same year the attention of the government of

Debra Tabor was drawn towards the man who rose on its ruins to be the ruler of

Abyssinia.




Lij Kassa, afterwards so well known

as the Emperor Theodore, was born in Kouara, the western province of Abyssinia,

about the year 1818. His father was of noble family, and his uncle Dedjatch

Comfu was the governor of the provinces of Dembea, Kouara, and Tschelga. On the

death of his father his mother is said to have been so hard stricken by poverty

as to have been obliged to vend the drug kosso for her livelihood. Young Kassa

was nevertheless educated to be a scribe or daftera in a convent near lake Tsana,

whence he moved to his native district of Kouara, on the convent being stormed

and plundered by a rebel chief. On the death of his uncle Kassa was made

governor of Kouara by Waizero Menen, the mother of Ras Ali. Finding no

sufficient scope for his ambition in Kouara, he occupied Dembea and raised the

standard of rebellion. Several generals were sent against him, but Kassa had introduced a kind of

discipline among his followers, and had taken the precaution, unusual in

Abyssinia, of having his camp watched by sentries and patrols at night. The

chiefs sent against him were successively defeated. Waizero Menen herself

shared no better fate. On the assurance that he would receive no harm, Kassa

visited the capital of Ras Ali, where, in order to insure the attachment of the

rising chieftain, the Ras gave his daughter Tavavitch to him in marriage.

During the life of this lady Theodore is said to have been abstemious, humane,

sober, and continent. It was after her death that he commenced the course of

atrocities and cruelties which caused his name to be execrated in Abyssinia,

and his country to be invaded by the foreigner.




After his marriage Kassa returned to

his province of Kouara. His religious education had inspired him with a belief

that he was destined to be the restorer of the Christian empire of Ethiopia and

the exterminator of the Turks and Pagans, who had encroached upon its

frontiers. With this view he engaged in frequent crusades against the Arabs and

Shangallas in the direction of Sennaar, but was defeated at the head of 16,000

men by a mere handful of Turkish soldiery at Kedaref. This disaster taught him

how difficult it is for wild warriors to engage with success even the smallest

band of disciplined troops in the open field. Had he enticed the Turks into an

invasion of his own province, acted against their

communications, and cut off supplies, he might have reduced an army three times

as numerous as his own.




In the action of Kedaref Kassa was

wounded, and had to halt, on his retreat, in Dembea. The mother of Ras Ali

insulted him in his fallen state. On the instigation of his wife, Kassa

resolved to avenge this insult. As soon as he recovered from his hurt, he

proclaimed his independence in Kouara. Several commanders were despatched to

subdue him. He defeated them, and their soldiers usually joined the retinue of

the rebel. In 1852 he signally overthrew and killed Dedjatch Goshu, one of Ras

Ali's best generals. The Ras now took strenuous measures to oppose Kassa's rise

and called upon Oobye of Tigre to aid him. Kassa marched into Godjam and

defeated the allied troops of Ras Ali and Oobye. The former fled for refuge

into the Galla country, soon afterwards gave up the contest, and lived in an

asylum by Kassa's permission. By this victory, the whole of the possessions of

Ras Ali fell into Kassa's hands. He patched up a peace with Oobye, by the

conditions of which he obtained tribute and the person of the Abuna. This peace

was preserved until Birro Gosho, the Godjam chief, was overthrown and captured.

Oobye entered into encouraging correspondence with Gosho while in arms against

Kassa: the latter intercepted the letters, and as soon as Gosho was subdued,

and he had thereby obtained possession of all the country south and west of the

Tacazze, he turned his arms against Oobye. Victory still followed his banner,

and in the battle of Deraskié, fought in February 1855, the governor of Tigre,

his most formidable antagonist, was overthrown. In March of the same year he

took the title of Theodore III., and caused himself to be crowned by the Abuna

King of Ethiopia. He, at this time, put a stop to many cruel and barbarous

customs, and abolished the slave trade.




The coronation of Theodore by the

Abuna led to the expulsion of the Catholic missionaries from central Abyssinia.

Theodore had entered into negotiations with Padre Jacobis, who would have

crowned him Emperor on consenting to adopt, for himself and the country, the

Catholic faith. When Oobye was overthrown, the Abuna made some difficulty about

crowning Theodore, who threatened to carry out the proposal of Padre Jacobis.

The Abuna could not afford to allow the perversion of so important a proselyte.

His scruples were immediately overcome. Theodore and his subjects adhered to

the Coptic Church, and the Catholics, with Father Jacobis, had to seek a refuge

with the rebels in the northern districts.




Theodore was now in the zenith of his

career, when a misfortune fell upon him, which graved a deep impress on his subsequent life. His queen died. She had been his good genius,

his counsellor, and his companion.




As soon as he was in possession of

all Abyssinia, Theodore united all the forces he could command and marched

against the Mohammedan Gallas, who had destroyed some churches. He obtained

possession of Magdāla, ravaged the Galla country, and enlisted many of the

chiefs and their followers in his own ranks. He shortly afterwards reduced the

outlying kingdom of Shoa; but rebellion began to make way in his annexed but

not consolidated acquisitions. Disturbances broke out near Gondar and in Tigre.

Owing to one of these, Mr. Plowden, who was ordered by his Government, at the

beginning of 1860, to return to Massowah, while crossing the river Kaha, close

to Gondar, was attacked by 400 men, headed by a rebel named Garred, received a

mortal wound in the chest, and was taken prisoner. This Garred was a cousin of

Theodore's, but was at the time under the command of the rebel chief Dedjatch

Negussye. The merchants of Gondar paid a large ransom for Plowden. He was

released, but lived only a few days. Theodore repaid the merchants, defeated

Garred, and in the action the murderer of Mr. Plowden was slain by Bell, but

the latter also lost his life in preserving Theodore's. Theodore avenged the

deaths of both the Englishmen severely, by the slaughter or mutilation of about

two thousand rebels.




In January 1861 Dedjatch Negussye fell into Theodore's hands. This

chief, who was a grandson of Oobye of Tigre, had overrun all Tigre, and

harassed the country as far as Gondar. The Catholic missionaries, expelled from

the south by the Abuna, had obtained an asylum with him. Padre de Jacobis had

settled at Halai, at the top of the Taranta pass, which leads from the

Abyssinian plateau to Massowah, where he had died in 1860. The Government of

the Emperor of the French had acknowledged Negussye as King of Abyssinia, and

had sent a mission to him. He in return had ceded to France Annesley Bay and

the island of Dissee: but the French officer who came to ratify the agreement

arrived when Negussye was failing before the power of Theodore, and with

difficulty escaped being taken prisoner by the chief of Dixan. The French

acquisition of Annesley Bay fell to the ground. From this time cruelty seems to

have formed a part of the Emperor's character. The hands and feet of Negussye

were cut off, and he lingered for days in torture, without being allowed a drop

of water to slack his burning thirst.




About the same date, Theodore married

Terunesh, the daughter of Oobye of Tigre, who bestowed her hand upon him for

her father's sake, but in her heart despised the upstart who had overthrown her

own ancient family. This queen was the mother of Alamayo, who was brought to

England after the death of

Theodore.




She herself died in the British camp on the homeward march and was

buried at Chelicut. Theodore's union with Terunesh was not happy. He quickly

tired of her and sent her with her infant son Alamayo to Magdāla. He then

devoted himself to mistresses and intoxication.




When the news of Mr. Plowden's death

reached England, Captain Cameron was appointed Consul in Abyssinia. He was

detained in London sometime after his appointment, in order to have a personal

interview with Mr. Stern, who returned at this time from Africa. In February

1862, Captain Cameron arrived at Massowah, and in July of the same year at

Gondar. By the direction of Lord Russell, Captain Cameron presented to Theodore

a rifle and a pair of revolver pistols as presents from the Queen. He was received

with great honour, and treated with every respect. When he arrived at Gondar a

large number of Europeans were around Theodore. Six German workmen, who had

been sent out as Scripture-readers, were settled at Gaffat, near Debra Tabor.

These were ––Flad,

Waldemaier, Saalmüller, Kenzlin, Mayer, and Bender. Flad had with him his

European wife, Waldemaier and Saalmüller had married daughters of Mr. Bell by

an Abyssinian lady-Bender and Kenzlin were married to two daughters of

Schimper, a German botanist, who had been a long time in the country, and was

then at Theodore's camp. These Scripture-readers were permitted to devote

but little time to missionary labour. Theodore employed them continually in the

manufacture of munitions of war and improvement of roads. There were also three

missionaries in Abyssinia-Rosenthal, Brandies, and Staiger, of whom Rosenthal

had an European wife. These were soon rejoined by Mr. and Mrs. Stern, who

returned from Europe after Captain Cameron. The mission to which Mr. Stern

belonged was established at Djenda in Dembea. There were also some adventurers

around Theodore's camp-three Frenchmen, Bardel, Bourgaud, and Makerer. The

second was an armourer, the last a discharged soldier; a Pole named Hall, and

two German chasseurs who had gone to Massowah with the Duke of Saxe Coburg in

1862 and had remained in Africa to collect birds. Many of the Europeans had

married Abyssinian or Galla wives, and there was accordingly quite an European

colony at Gaffat.




In October 1862, Captain Cameron was

dismissed by King Theodore, who sent by him a letter to the Queen of England.

From Adowa, Captain Cameron forwarded this letter to Aden, whence it was

despatched to England, and reached the Foreign Office on February 12, 1863.

This letter, when translated, ran as follows: 




 




King Theodore to Her Majesty the Queen.




 




[Translation.]




 




(Received February 12, 1863.)




In the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, one God

in Trinity, chosen by God, King of Kings, Theodoros of Ethiopia, to Her Majesty

Victoria, Queen of England. I hope your Majesty is in good health. By the power

of God I am well. My fathers the Emperors having forgotten our Creator, He

handed over their kingdom to the Gallas and Turks. But God created me, lifted

me out of the dust, and restored this Empire to my rule. He endowed me with

power and enabled me to stand in the place of my fathers. By his power I drove

away the Gallas. But for the Turks, I have told them to leave the land of my

ancestors. They refuse. I am now going to wrestle with them. Mr. Plowden, and

my late Grand Chamberlain, the Englishman Bell, used to tell me that there is a

great Christian Queen, who loves all Christians. When they said to me this, 'We

are able to make you known to her, and to establish friendship between you,'

then in those times I was very glad. I gave them my love, thinking that I had

found your Majesty's good-will. All men are subject to death, and my enemies,

thinking to injure me, killed these my friends. But by the power of God I have

exterminated those enemies, not leaving one alive, though they were of my own

family, that I may get, by the power of God, your friendship.




I was prevented by the Turks

occupying the seacoast from sending you an Embassy when I was in difficulty.

Consul Cameron arrived with a letter and presents of friendship. By the power

of God I was very glad hearing of your welfare, and being assured of your

amity. I have received your presents and thank you much.




I fear that if I send Ambassadors with presents of amity by Consul

Cameron, they may be arrested by the Turks.




And now I wish that you may

arrange for the safe passage of my Ambassadors everywhere on the road.




I wish to have an answer to this

letter by Consul Cameron, and that he may conduct my Embassy to England. See

how the Islam oppress the Christian!




 




After forwarding this letter, Captain Cameron proceeded to Bogos, a

small province at the extreme north-east of Abyssinia, nearly surrounded by

Egyptian territory. The Christians of Bogos had been plundered by the

Shangallas, black tribes under the dominion of Egypt, and Captain Cameron, in

imitation of the conduct of Consul Plowden under similar circumstances, went to

Bogos, to do what he could in behalf of the Christian community. In this

journey, he was accompanied by Samuel, afterwards known as Samuel the King's

steward. From Bogos, where he left Samuel, he proceeded to Kassala, the centre

of the Egyptian administration in that quarter. At Kassala, he met Mr. Speedy,

whom he sent as vice-consul to Massowah, while he remained away from that port.

Thence he travelled to Matamma. Here he was taken ill, and, in order to recruit

his health in a cool climate, returned to the highland of Abyssinia, and

reached Djenda in August 1863. Captain Cameron's visit to Egyptian territory

had been dictated purely by a desire of affording protection to oppressed

Christians, and for the purpose of collecting

information with regard to the slave trade in the Soudan.




At the same time as Captain Cameron

received Theodore's letter for the Queen of England, a letter was despatched to

the Emperor of the French by the Negoos. Of this M. Bardel was the bearer. He

was not received well by the Court of Tuilleries, and returned to Theodore with

loud complaints against the Emperor of the French. During his absence, M.

Lejean, a French gentleman who had been appointed consul at Massowah, visited

Theodore's court. He was accompanied by a physician named Dr. Legard and by Mr.

Dufton. At his audience with Theodore, he presented a letter from the French

Minister of Foreign Affairs, as well as some valuable presents.




At the time of the arrival of M.

Lejean, Theodore was on the point of setting out on an incursion into the

province of Godjam, which had revolted. M. Lejean accompanied

him in this expedition, which set out on February 11. At the beginning of

March, the Frenchman, weary with Abyssinian life and the hardships of the

campaign, resolved to demand his dismissal. Theodore refused to see him. M.

Lejean attempted to force his way into the Emperor's presence, who put him in

irons for four-and-twenty hours. He was then released and sent to Gaffat. On

the return of Bardel, Theodore considered that he had been insulted by the

Emperor of the French, and ordered his representative to immediately quit

Abyssinia. M. Lejean set out from Gondar on October 2, 1863. It was thus a

French subject who was the first European that suffered under Theodore, and in

whose person the law of nations and the sacred character of ambassador were

violated by the Negoos.
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