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In Raphael Sabatini's captivating novel, "The Justice of the Duke," readers are transported to the richly detailed world of 18th-century Italy, where themes of honor, revenge, and moral complexity intertwine. Through a narrative marked by elegant prose and an intricate plot, Sabatini explores the life of a nobleman who seeks to balance justice with personal vendetta. As political intrigue and personal dilemmas unfold, the author employs vivid imagery and dynamic dialogue, immersing readers in a tale that critiques the arbitrary nature of justice and authority in a society governed by power and privilege. Raphael Sabatini, an established novelist known for his swashbuckling adventures, often drew upon his own experiences of exile and the tumultuous socio-political landscape of his time to craft compelling stories. Born in 1875, Sabatini's diverse heritage and intellectual upbringing fueled his passion for historic narratives, enabling him to blend rich historical context with imaginative storytelling. "The Justice of the Duke" reflects his deep understanding of the human psyche and moral ambiguity, offering readers insight into the complex motivations driving his characters. I highly recommend "The Justice of the Duke" to readers who appreciate historical fiction infused with intricate character development and moral dilemmas. Sabatini's masterful prose and engaging storytelling will not only entertain but also provoke thoughtful reflection on the nature of justice in a flawed world. This novel is essential for those who revel in rich narratives that challenge moral certainties.
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In "Legends of the Bastille," Frantz Funck-Brentano masterfully intertwines historical narrative and folklore, shedding light on one of the most iconic symbols of the French Revolution. Through a meticulously woven tapestry of tales, the author portrays the Bastille not only as a fortress but also as a cultural and political nexus, replete with vivid stories of its infamous prisoners and the myths that arose from its tumultuous history. His literary style exhibits a blend of poetic prose and rigorous scholarship, making the text both engaging and enlightening. The book comes in the wake of a growing historical revival in the late 19th century, an era during which narratives surrounding the Revolution were increasingly scrutinized and romanticized. Frantz Funck-Brentano, a distinguished historian and writer, was deeply influenced by the socio-political upheavals of his time. Born in the aftermath of the Franco-Prussian War, he had a keen interest in the popular memory of historical events. His experiences and personal convictions regarding liberty and justice undoubtedly shaped his desire to delve into the legends surrounding the Bastille, revealing how these stories mirror the collective psyche of the French people. "Legends of the Bastille" is essential reading for historians, literature enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the cultural implications of the French Revolution. Funck-Brentano's nuanced approach to storytelling elevates this work beyond mere historical account, inviting readers to explore the intersections of myth, memory, and identity within a pivotal period of history.
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In his groundbreaking play "Six Characters in Search of an Author," Luigi Pirandello deftly explores the fluidity of identity and the complexities of reality versus fiction. Employing a metatheatrical structure, the characters—abandoned by their author—intrude upon a rehearsal, seeking resolution for their unfinished story. Pirandello's innovative use of dialogue blurs the lines between actor and character, inviting the audience to ponder the nature of existence and the role of the playwright. This seminal work is often considered a touchstone of 20th-century theater, challenging traditional narrative forms while reflecting existential themes prevalent in the era's literature. Luigi Pirandello was a luminary in the Italian literary scene, whose personal experiences and philosophical explorations heavily influenced his writing. Growing up in a culturally rich yet turbulent environment, he witnessed the impact of societal norms on individual identity, catalyzing his inquiry into the multifaceted nature of truth and self. His disillusionment with rigid societal structures is vividly portrayed in this play, as he confronted the contradictions of human experience through the lens of drama. "Six Characters in Search of an Author" is an essential read for anyone interested in the evolution of modern theater and the exploration of existential themes. Pirandello's work will engage readers and provoke thoughtful reflections on the interplay between reality and illusion, making it a timeless piece relevant to contemporary society.
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In "The Private Library," Arthur Lee Humphreys delves into the nuanced relationship between identity and the written word, artfully intertwining personal anecdotes with broader cultural reflections. This elegantly crafted work captures the essence of a private library as not merely a collection of books, but a sanctuary of self-discovery and a testament to one's intellectual pursuits. The prose is imbued with a lyrical quality, echoing the contemplative richness found in the works of literary greats, while situating itself within the contemporary exploration of bibliophilia and its role in shaping individual narratives in a digital age. Arthur Lee Humphreys, an esteemed bibliophile and historian, draws upon his extensive experience in the literary world to illuminate the significance of personal libraries. His profound appreciation for books has been a lifelong journey, informed by a deep understanding of their impact on culture and individual thought. Humphreys' erudition shines through as he navigates the tensions between tradition and modernity, lending authoritative insight into the motivations that drive collectors and readers alike to curate their own spaces of reflection. This book is a compelling read for anyone longing to understand the significance of books in their lives. I highly recommend "The Private Library" to bibliophiles, literary scholars, and casual readers alike, as it offers a profound meditation on the books that shape our identities and the intimate spaces we create around them.
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In 'Perugino,' Selwyn Brinton intricately examines the life and work of the celebrated Italian Renaissance painter Pietro Perugino. The book melds art history with biographical insights, offering a compelling narrative that traces Perugino's evolution as a master of chiaroscuro and perspective. Brinton's prose is both accessible and erudite, drawing upon a wealth of historical sources and contemporary art criticism to situate Perugino within the broader currents of Renaissance thought. Through vivid descriptions and meticulous analysis, the text illuminates the painter's significant contributions to the development of Renaissance art, including his influence on contemporaries such as Raphael and his significant role in the dissemination of religious iconography during the period. Selwyn Brinton, a noted art historian and critic, brings his extensive background in Renaissance studies to this work, evidencing his deep-seated passion for Italian art. His scholarly journey has taken him through multiple museums and archives in Italy, engendering a comprehensive understanding of not only Perugino's oeuvre but also the rich socio-political contexts of the era. This foundation allows Brinton to craft a nuanced portrayal of the artist and his milieu, weaving together biographical anecdotes and critical assessments. 'Perugino' is essential reading for anyone interested in the Renaissance, art history, or the dynamics of artistic influence across generations. Brinton's authoritative yet engaging narrative makes it suitable for both scholars and casual readers alike. This book serves not only as a detailed study of Perugino's artistic journey but also as an invitation to explore the intricacies of a transformative period in Western art.
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THESE sketches appeared originally in Pearson’s Magazine, Bruno’s Weekly and the Book Hunter, and I make grateful acknowledgment for permission to reprint.

On reading the proofs, I feel I have not done justice to my bookselling friends. I wandered into their shops, I browsed among their books, I listened to their talk and wrote it down ... pictures not studies, impressions not descriptions. Some of my friends have since passed on to a better world and in these pages will be found perhaps the only record of their useful and laborious lives. This, I believe, is one excuse for the existence of my little book.

In the April issue, 1917, of Pearson’s appeared an article of mine telling about that wonderstore of Brentano’s in New York about the late Deutschberger and about other old-time booksellers of Fourth Avenue and Union Square. I was unable to procure a copy of this magazine and therefore had to omit this important story in this compilation.

While in Detroit recently I met the charming Mr. Higgins, dean of Michigan’s booksellers, and he objected to my statement in one of my articles: “Detroit has not one second-hand Book Shop.” I gladly take it back. Mr. Higgins has a whole houseful of gems and 27 packing boxes filled with rare first editions and scarce Americana. His three shops would make our metropolitan friends justly envious. When I wrote years ago about Detroit’s bookshops I had not met Walter MacKee, who holds open house in Sheehan’s and is not only a good bookman but also a talented comedian. I had not signed my name in Mr. La Belle’s guestbook in MacCaully Brothers’ store where authors passing Detroit are made welcome. I had not visited Mr. Dennen’s Book Shop, where jeweled prayer books, rare Shakespeare editions, can be had as well as the newest novels and books on golf. I had not then visited Mr. Proctor’s Clarion Shop in Orchestra Hall, the gayest little place, thanks to Mr. Knopf’s love of vivid colors. Mrs. Morris, in the Hudson Department Store, created a delightful nook for her book department. Finally, Mr. Gordon came to Detroit as standard-bearer of the Powner’s Book Interests, who acquired recently the Reyerson Book Shop. Allister Crowley’s beautiful Equinox had something to do with the bankruptcy of this old firm, I am told. Mrs. Gordon, who was Miss Powner before her marriage, is taking an active interest and perpetuating the traditions of a family of booklovers.

And there is Mr. Shaffat’s book store on Hastings Street, with its framed letter by the late Roosevelt who purchased here an important book on Africa during the last months of his presidency.

Now I have made amends for my hasty statement. I hope Mr. Higgins will read these lines and accept my humble apologies.

GUIDO BRUNO.


November, 1922.
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OLD things of all description may lose their value and desirability to their temporary owners, but never to the world. Nothing disappears completely. The smallest piece of tissue paper that has served as a wrapper for an orange and is swept along the sidewalk by a stray wind will ultimately be gathered by some one and again put to some use.

Objects which find their way through the back door of a Fifth Avenue mansion into a rubbish wagon and are carried away will re-appear in some flat of a tenement house as a new and welcome addition to somebody’s comfort.

Articles discarded in tenement house dwellings and sold for a few pennies to a ragman are triumphantly brought into the reception room of a patrician mansion, treasured by the new owners, and admired by his friends.

Curious and extraordinary are the fortunes of old objects on their way to a new proprietor with whom they will stay for a while, and their wanderings are eternal.

Old things in New York are sold in magnificent establishments on Fifth Avenue, and they are sold in dungeons on the Bowery. Some people are so poor that they have to buy “second-hand things” to furnish their homes and clothe their bodies. Others are so rich that they are compelled to buy antiques in order to possess something unique.

But the men who deal in old things, whose chosen calling it is to buy and to sell antiques and second-hand wares are the true adventurers among the business men of New York. No matter whether their finger nails and manners are polished and they entertain prospective buyers in luxurious display rooms, or, whether they walk in tenement house districts from door to door, ready to buy anything and everything, or whether they wait for customers in their stuffy shops on Park Row or Baxter Street; they all possess the hope that some day they will make the find, and buy for a song something they will be able to sell for a large amount. Not money but the game of hunting after the unexpected, and the thrill in finding it, constitute the lure that attracts the seeker after old things.
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There are many people on the streets of New York taken for granted without further question. Have you ever seen early in the morning when people sit around the breakfast table, a cleanly dressed man, with wrapping paper and cord under his arms, walking in the roadway, looking up at the windows of private houses and ejaculating every five or ten paces some inarticulate noises?

If you lean out of the window and watch him you will see him disappear into some of the houses, and if you wait for his reappearance you will notice that his wrapping paper has now become a bundle.

“Cash-Clothes! Cash-Clothes!” Untiringly he cries out these two words at the people who dwell in the houses he passes. Servants frequently answer the call of “cash-clothes” and let the man in through the back door as a welcome buyer of discarded wearing apparel of their masters and mistresses.

What does he do with his purchases?

Once I beckoned to a kindly-looking old man whose wrapping paper was still neatly folded under his arm, to come up to my room. How he ever found my dwelling place among all the other doors of the studio building, is a riddle to me. I answered his knock. He remained quietly standing at the door, his hat in his hand:

“What have you got to sell?” he asked very business-like, taking in the appearance of the room with one glance.

“I have nothing for sale,” I told him. “But I would like to know more about your business. I wish you would tell me what sort of things you buy and what you do with them after you have purchased them?”

“Of course, I am willing to pay you for your time if you will be kind enough to name your price, for say, half-an-hour.”

He hesitated a bit, looked around scrutinizingly, and something evidently convinced him that I was “all right.” I invited him to take a seat. He said half an hour of his time would be worth fifty cents, I gained more of his confidence by paying the fifty cents in advance and after some more questioning he told me his story and the story of about two thousand other men who are following the same calling in New York.

“I start out every morning at seven o’clock. I take with me all the cash I have in this world, heavy wrapping paper and cord, and then I walk the streets. Just as I attracted you I draw the attention of persons who really mean business. They sell for various reasons; some sell clothes or shoes or bedding or underwear because they need money very badly; pawnshops don’t lend them anything on their over-worn clothes, and I am about the only purchaser they can find. Other people want to get things out of the way. They are moving and their trunks cannot hold all the stuff they have accumulated. I buy everything that I can carry.
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