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Introduction


A collection of oddities, coincidences, unusual occurrences, stranger-than-fiction stories and facts and figures …all relating to the great game of Association Football.


The odd things that happen in football make the game a never-ending source of fascination. Novel twists affecting play and players continue to arise and each and every season literally hundreds of curios, odd facts, outrageous statistics and snippets of amazing, unbelievable and sometimes mind-boggling information crop up somewhere along the line.


Over the years a handful of books, brochures, magazines and supplements have been produced listing hundreds of so-called soccer odd-balls, numerous facts and figures, anecdotes and soccer curios. I have now placed many of them into one very interesting publication that will certainly get you talking…





Abandoned & Postponed Matches


The third round FA Cup tie between Newcastle United and Swansea Town at St James’ Park in January 1953 was abandoned after just eight minutes through fog. A crowd of 63,499 had assembled to see the contest.


The Sheffield United v. West Bromwich Albion League game at Bramall Lane in March 2002 was abandoned after eighty-two minutes because the home side had been reduced to just six players (three had been sent off and two taken off injured). Albion were 3-0 ahead at the time and the result was allowed to stand.


The (Sheffield) Wednesday v. Aston Villa League First Division game on 26 November 1898 was abandoned with a little over ten minutes left with the home side 3-1 ahead. The authorities asked both clubs to play out the remaining time on 13 March 1899 when Wednesday added another goal to run out 4-1 winners.


A similar thing happened in Spain’s La Liga in December 2004 when the Real Madrid v. Real Sociedad game was abandoned after eighty-three minutes with the scores level at 1-1. The remaining seven minutes were played later.


The Middlesbrough v. Oldham Athletic League game of 3 April 1915 was abandoned after fifty-five minutes when full-back Billy Cook of Oldham refused to leave the field after being sent off. The result was allowed to stand as Boro were leading 4-1 at the time. Cook was suspended for twelve months.


The 1979 Scottish Cup tie between Inverness Thistle and Falkirk was postponed no fewer than twenty-nine times before it was eventually played.


The third round of the FA Cup in 1963, scheduled for 5 January, was so severely hit by the atrocious weather conditions (snow, ice, frost) that the thirty-second and last tie was not completed until 11 March. The ties covered twenty-two dates, there were 261 postponements and one of them (Birmingham City v. Bury) was put off no fewer than fourteen times – when it was finally staged the game was abandoned and eventually went to a replay.
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The League game between Darwen and Leicester Fosse in January 1895 was abandoned after just two minutes when a gale blew down the goalposts. The rearranged fixture resulted in an 8-2 win for Darwen.


Halifax Town did not play a single home League game between 14 December 1962 and 2 March 1963 – all were postponed due to frost, ice and/or snow.


After the arctic winter of the previous season, only six Football League matches were postponed during the 1947/48 campaign – a record!


Due to atrocious weather, the Scottish Cup tie between Inverness Thistle and Partick Thistle was postponed twenty-eight times during the 1978/79 season.





Age


International Level


In April 1879, James Prinsep, aged seventeen years 252 days, made his international debut for England. He remained England’s youngest player at that level until Wayne Rooney, aged seventeen years 111 days, played his first game as a substitute against Australia in February 2003. Seven months later Rooney became England’s youngest-ever goalscorer when he netted against Macedonia in September 2003, and at one stage (in June 2004) he held the record for being the youngest goalscorer in the European Championship finals, at eighteen years 236 days.


Stanley Matthews was forty-two years 103 days old when he played his last game for England against Denmark in May 1957. His international career spanned twenty-two years 228 days, from 29 September 1934 to 15 May 1957.


Billy Meredith played in his first international match for Wales on 16 March 1895 and his last on 15 March 1920 – a span of twenty-five years.


Samuel Johnston was only fifteen years 154 days old when he played for Ireland in their first international match v. England in 1882. The following week he scored his first international goal (v. Wales).


Premiership


Matthew Briggs became the youngest player to appear in the Premiership when he made his debut as a substitute for Fulham against Middlesbrough on 13 May 2007 at the age of 16 years, 65 days.


At the age of sixteen years 271 days James Vaughan of Everton became the Premiership’s youngest-ever goalscorer when he found the net in the home game against Crystal Palace on 10 April 2005.


Goalkeeper John Burridge is the oldest player ever to appear in a Premiership game. He was forty-three years, four months and twenty-six days old when he lined up for Manchester City against Newcastle United in April 1995.


The youngest goalkeeper to appear in a Premiership match has been Neil Finn for West Ham United against Manchester City in January 1996. He was just seventeen years, three days old.
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Football League


Ken Owen Roberts was fifteen years 157 days old when he made his League debut for Wrexham against Bradford Park Avenue in September 1951.


Albert Geldard had been a day older when he started his first match for Bradford against Millwall in September 1929.


Glyn Pardoe was fifteen years ten months old when he made his First Division bow for Manchester City at centre forward against Birmingham City in 1962.


Lee Holmes was fifteen years 268 days old when he made his League debut for Derby County on Boxing Day 2002. He thus became the club’s youngest-ever debutant, beating Steve Powell who was introduced against Arsenal in October 1971 at the age of sixteen years, thirty-three days. Prior to that Steve’s father, Tommy Powell, had made his debut for Derby as a sixteen-year-old on Christmas Day 1941.


David Byng was sixteen years twenty-one days old when he made his senior debut for Torquay United against Walsall in August 1993. He celebrated the occasion by scoring both goals in a 2-1 win.


Jason Dozzell (aged sixteen years, fifty-seven days) became the youngest First Division goalscorer when he found the net against Coventry City in 1984.


Gifton Noel-Williams – the first Watford player with a double-barrelled name – made his League debut for the Hornets on 28 September 1996 v. Shrewsbury Town at the age of sixteen years, 250 days. He then became the Hornets’ youngest-ever goalscorer, aged sixteen years, 314 days, when he netted against Blackpool on 30 November that same year.


Ronnie Dix was only fifteen years, 180 days old when he scored for Bristol Rovers against Norwich City in a Third Division (South) game in March 1928.


Derek Forster became the Football League’s youngest-ever goalkeeper when he made his First Division debut for Sunderland against Leicester City in August 1964 at the age of fifteen years, 185 days.


Neil McBain was fifty-one years, four months old when he played in goal for New Brighton against Hartlepool United in a Third Division (North) match in 1947 – a Football League record.


Stanley Matthews’ professional playing career covered thirty-two years and ten months. He officially retired after playing in his last League game for Stoke City against Fulham a few days after his fiftieth birthday in February 1965. He had made his debut for Stoke against Bury on 19 March 1932.


Dixie Dean and Jimmy Greaves were both the same age – twenty-three years, 290 days – when each player scored his 200th League goal.


Joe Cockcroft was thirty-eight years of age when he made his First Division debut for Sheffield United in 1948.


Bob McGrory, left-back of Stoke City, appeared in all his side’s forty-two League games in 1934/35 at the age of forty.


FA Cup


Defender Andy Awford, aged fifteen years, eighty-eight days, played for Worcester City against Boreham Wood in the qualifying round of the FA Cup in October 1987 – the youngest player ever to appear in the competition.


On 10 November 2007, Luke Freeman became the youngest player to appear in the FA Cup proper when he came on as a substitute for Gillingham against Barnet at the age of 15 years and 233 days.


Alick Jeffrey lined up against Aston Villa on his sixteenth birthday in January 1955.


In 1949 Stan Cullis became the youngest man to manage an FA Cup-winning team, leading Wolves to victory over Leicester City at the age of thirty-three years, 187 days.


Billy Hampson (born in August 1882), right-back for Newcastle United v. Aston Villa in 1924, and John Oakes (born in September 1905), centre half for Charlton Athletic v. Derby County in 1946, are, at forty, the oldest players ever to appear in an FA Cup final.


In 1969, at the age of nineteen, Peter Shilton, then of Leicester City, became the youngest goalkeeper to play in an FA Cup final (against Manchester City).


League Cup


Chris Woods became the youngest goalkeeper at eighteen years 125 days to play in a major Wembley cup final when he lined up for Nottingham Forest against Liverpool in the 1978 League Cup final.


On 1 October 2002, in a League Cup tie at Wrexham, Wayne Rooney, aged sixteen years 342 days, became the youngest goalscorer in Everton’s history, beating Tommy Lawton’s record of scoring on his debut at the age of seventeen years 130 days on 13 March 1937.


Foreign Bodies


The Santos duo of George Dorval and Pelé both made their international debuts for Brazil against Argentina in July 1957 at the ages of fifteen years, one month and sixteen years nine months respectively. Both players had already played at League level prior to that, Dorval perhaps starting as a fourteen-year-old and Pelé as a fifteen-year-old.


Age Gap


Trevor Francis scored four goals for Birmingham City against Bolton Wanderers as a sixteen-year-old in a Second Division match in February 1971.


Eamonn Collins of Blackpool was only fourteen years 323 days old when he made his debut for the Seasiders as a substitute against Kilmarnock in the Anglo-Italian Cup in September 1980.


Goalkeeper John Burridge holds the record for being both Darlington’s and Scarborough’s oldest League player. He played his last competitive game for Scarborough in the Autoglass Trophy v. Hull City in December 1996, aged forty-five.


In 1928/29, Halifax Town’s regular goalkeepers were Bob Suter (aged forty-nine) and Howard Matthews (forty-five).


When Newcastle United signed Andy Cunningham from Rangers in January 1929 he was thirty-nine years of age. He later became the first player-manager of a First Division club.


Stoke have signed two players over forty – Tom Brittleton (forty-one) was recruited from Sheffield Wednesday in May 1920 and Stanley Matthews (forty-six) returned home from Blackpool in October 1961.


Michael Gilsken holds three off-the-field football records: in August 1957, at the age of eighteen, he became the youngest-ever director of a League club (Charlton Athletic); he became the London club’s youngest chairman in May 1962, aged twenty-three; and two years later he became the youngest-ever member of the Football League Management Committee.


Coventry City had three thirty-seven-year-old players appear in their League side during the 2002/03 season – Vicente Engonga, Gary McAllister and Steve Walsh.


Asby FC (Sweden) fielded sixty-seven-year-old right-winger Karl Sjoeberg in an intermediate League game against Krona in 1966. Asby lost 19-0.


The two regular full-backs of First Division Birmingham City in 1937 – Cyril Trigg and Billy Hughes – were both seventeen-year-olds.


Several footballers aged forty and over have regularly appeared in League games. Among them: defender Billy Hampson (Newcastle United, 1920s); wingers Billy Meredith (Manchester City and United, up to the First World War), Stanley Matthews (Blackpool and Stoke City, 1950s), John Page (Merthyr Town, 1920s) and David Eyres (Oldham Athletic, 2004); goalkeepers Peter Shilton (Derby County, 1990s), Kevin Poole (Bolton Wanderers, 2004) and Eric Nixon (Sheffield Wednesday, retired in 2004).


Ghanaian striker Nil Odartey Lamptey, later to play for Aston Villa and Coventry City, scored on his League debut for Anderlecht at the age of sixteen in December 1990. He then netted in each of his next three games and in March 1991 became the youngest-ever scorer in a major European game.


Terry Neill captained Bangor at the age of seventeen and both Arsenal and Northern Ireland at twenty-one. He was chairman of the PFA at twenty-four, became player-manager of Hull City at twenty-eight, managed Spurs at thirty-three and Arsenal at thirty-six and quit the game at forty-one.


Harry Kinghorn (trainer) was forty-eight years of age when he was forced into action by Bournemouth against Brentford in March 1929.


The former Port Vale, West Bromwich Albion, Crystal Palace and England international centre forward Ronnie Allen played in a friendly for WBA against Cheltenham Town in May 1995 at the age of sixty-six years, 115 days.


In August 1961, Sylvester Bicketon of Padiham near Burnley had a trial for Accrington Stanley – he was seventy-one.


In 2002, former Labour MP Michael Foot was given a squad number by Plymouth Argyle – at the age of ninety.




Appearances


Internationals


Goalkeeper Peter Shilton played in a record 125 full international matches for England over a twenty-year period from 1970.


Pat Jennings won 119 caps for Northern Ireland (1964-1986), Kenny Dalglish 102 for Scotland (1971-1986), Neville Southall 92 for Wales (1982-1997) and Steve Staunton 102 for the Republic of Ireland (1988-2002).


Other leading international cap winners include Mohamed Al-Deayea (Saudi Arabia) with a record 181 (at 2008), Claudio Suarez (Mexico) 177, Hossam Hassan (Egypt) 169, Martim Reim (Estonia) 156 and Lothar Matthius (Germany) 150.


Premiership


Wayne Bridge set a new record in January 2003 by appearing in 112 consecutive Premiership matches for Southampton without being substituted.


Frank Lampard made his 150th consecutive appearance for Chelsea in September 2005.


Welsh international midfielder Gary Speed holds the record for most appearances in the Premiership – amassing 535 between 1992 and 2008. David James has made over 530 and Ryan Giggs almost 520.


Football League


Peter Shilton made a record 1,005 League appearances while serving with ten different clubs between 1966 and 1996. He made over 100 for five of them: Leicester City (286), Stoke City (110), Nottingham Forest (202), Southampton (188) and Derby County (175). All told, he played in 1,390 first-class matches.


Harold Bell holds the record for most consecutive League appearances. Between 1946 and 1955 he lined up in 401 Third Division (North) games for Tranmere Rovers. He appeared in 574 of that club’s first 582 post-Second World War League matches in thirteen seasons.


Over a period of eight seasons – 1952/53 to 1959/60 inclusive – centre forward Ray Straw appeared in all six divisions of the Football League. He played, in turn, for Derby County in the First, Second and Third (North) Divisions and for Coventry City in the Third (South), the newly formed Fourth Division and then the Third Division.


In 1961 goalkeeper Chic Brodie made consecutive appearances in the Fourth, First and Third Divisions for Aldershot, Wolves and Northampton Town respectively.


Jim Robertson played in the First, Second and Third Division (South) in that order in season 1937/38 when representing Huddersfield Town, Newcastle United and Millwall.


Midfielder Tony Gough played in his first League game in April 1959 for Bristol Rovers. His second came eleven years and 121 days later for Swindon Town in August 1970.


The versatile Jack Taylor is the only Everton player to have made 100 consecutive appearances from his debut. From 5 September 1896 to 24 March 1899 he completed a total of 122.


Full-back Stan Lynn was the only player to appear in twenty consecutive Football League seasons immediately following the Second World War (1946/47 to 1965/66 inclusive), doing so for Accrington Stanley, Aston Villa and Birmingham City.


Portsmouth in 1926/27, Huddersfield Town in 1952/53 and Aston Villa (Champions) in 1980/81, had seven ever-presents in their League sides during the seasons stated. Liverpool had five in 1965/66 when they also won the championship.
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Ronnie Allen (with Port Vale, West Bromwich Albion and Crystal Palace) played – and scored – in nineteen consecutive post-Second World War campaigns (1946/47 to 1964/65). He also appeared and scored for Port Vale from April 1945 and in season 1945/46, thus making it twenty-one seasons in all.


Stanley Matthews’ League career spanned twenty-seven seasons: from 1931/32 to 1938/39 and 1946/47 to 1964/65.


Neil McBain played his first League game in 1914 for Ayr United and his last thirty-three years later with New Brighton in 1947. He lost four seasons due to the First World War and did not play at all from 1939 until being called out in an emergency by the Rakers in 1947 at the age of fifty-one.


Billy Meredith played his first League game in 1894 and his last in 1924. He lost four of those thirty years due to the First World War.


Left-back George Mulholland made a record 231 consecutive League appearances for Bradford City between August 1953 and September 1958. With FA Cup games added, his overall tally was 246.


John Ruggiero played in all four divisions of the Football League in the space of seventeen games in the 1970s, serving with Workington (Fourth Division), Stoke City (Second Division), Brighton & Hove Albion (Second Division) and Portsmouth (Third Division). He later played for Chester (Third Division).


Only Ernie Butler appeared in all eighty-four League games for Portsmouth during their successive championship-winning seasons of 1948/49 and 1949/50.


Centre forward Harry Stapley is the only amateur to have played in every League match for a club in one complete season, doing so for Glossop in their Second Division campaign of 1910/11 (38 appearances).


England World Cup winner Alan Ball made over 100 League appearances for four different clubs: Blackpool, Everton, Arsenal and Southampton.


Goalkeeper John Wheeler, full-backs Ron Staniforth and Laurie Kelly and half-backs Bill McGarry, Don McEvoy and Len Quested played together in all of Huddersfield Town’s forty-two Second Division matches in 1952/53. Including two FA Cup ties and two First Division fixtures at the start of the 1953/54 campaign, the same defensive formation lined up in a total of forty-eight competitive matches, a record.


FA Cup


Raich Carter was the only player to appear in an FA Cup-winning team either side of the Second World War – for Sunderland in 1937 and Derby County in 1946. Willie Fagan played for Preston in the 1937 final and for Liverpool in the 1950 final and was a loser both times.


Dave Mackay appeared in 36 FA Cup matches for Tottenham Hotspur and was on the losing side only three times. He gained three winners’ medals, in 1961, 1962 and 1967.


Blackpool goalkeeper George Farm did not miss an FA Cup game between 1949 and 1961, making 47 appearances in total and playing in three finals, winning in 1953.


Luton Town and Nottingham Forest, FA Cup finalists in 1959, retained unchanged teams throughout the competition.


Roy Bentley appeared in seven FA Cup semi-finals with three different clubs and was never on the winning side. He was a loser with Newcastle United (v. Charlton Athletic) in 1947, with Chelsea (v. Arsenal) in replays in both 1950 and 1952 and with Fulham (v. Manchester United), also in a replay, in 1958.


European


Defender Bill Foulkes appeared in all of Manchester United’s first forty-five European matches from 1955 to 1968, eventually playing in 52 out of a possible 58 while with United.


Manchester United’s Ryan Giggs and Gary Neville have made more appearances in competitive European games than anyone else, with 100 and 99 respectively. They are closely followed by Raul of Real Madrid.


In September 2005, Paolo Maldini (AC Milan) set a new appearance record in Italy’s Serie A by playing in his 571st game.


General


Besides his 931 Football League appearances, Tony Ford, who served with Grimsby Town, Sunderland, Stoke City (two spells), West Bromwich Albion, Bradford City, Scunthorpe United, Mansfield Town and Rochdale between 1975 and 2002, also played in 135 cup games and twice represented England at ‘B’ level. In all, he amassed 1,069 competitive appearances and played against more than 100 different clubs in the Football League.


Goalkeeper David Seaman made 1,020 senior appearances at club and international level up to the end of the 2002/03 season. His tally included 712 in the Premiership and Football League, 81 in the FA Cup, 73 in Europe, 59 in the League Cup and 91 for England (75 full caps).


Between 1903 and 1922, West Bromwich Albion and England full-back Jesse Pennington appeared in 540 first-class matches (League, FA Cup, Charity Shield, internationals, inter-League trials etc) and never scored a goal. He made his first and last League appearance for Albion against the same team, Liverpool.


Ian Callaghan appeared in ninety-two successive cup matches for Liverpool in various competitions. Clubmate Emlyn Hughes played in sixty-two FA Cup games in a row and in seventy-five out of seventy-six European encounters.


Roger Hunt (Liverpool and England) appeared in eighteen matches at Wembley and was never on the losing side. He helped Liverpool win the FA Cup in 1965 and England lift the World Cup twelve months later.


Bobby Charlton appeared in five major cup finals: the FA Cup in 1957, 1958 and 1963, the World Cup in 1966 and the European Cup in 1968. Including replays and two-legged encounters, he also appeared in twenty-eight various cup semi-finals as well as playing in forty-nine matches at Wembley: forty-four for England, four for Manchester United and once for the Three v. the Six in the Common Market representative game.


Three Sproson footballers – Roy, his brother Jess and his son Phil – collectively amassed 1,380 first-team appearances for Port Vale between 1940 and 1989.


When Terry Wollen and John Trollope started their full-back partnership with Swindon Town in the early 1960s, they had a combined age of thirty-four years three months. Wollen retired before he was twenty-one but Trollope went on to appear in well over 850 games for the Robins, quitting at the age of thirty-seven.


Arthur Wood enjoyed a run of 235 consecutive League and cup appearances for Leyton Orient from 3 September 1921 to 4 December 1926. He missed the next game against Blackpool and Orient lost 6-0.


Only three players have appeared in over 300 first-class matches for two different clubs – Stanley Matthews (Stoke City and Blackpool), Billy Meredith (Manchester City and Manchester United) and Alan Mullery (Spurs and Fulham).


Peter Swan appeared in 301 senior games for Sheffield Wednesday and never scored a goal. In 1973 he was transferred to Bury and netted after just ninety-five seconds of his debut for the Shakers.


International striker Andy Gray appeared in a major cup final for four different clubs: Dundee United (Scottish Cup), Aston Villa and Wolves (League Cup) and Everton (FA Cup and European Cup-Winners’ Cup).


Full-back Phil Neal reached two personal milestones when Liverpool played Manchester United in April 1983. It was his 400th consecutive appearance for the Merseysiders and the 700th senior appearance of his career.
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Scottish League Appearance Records


Graeme Armstrong holds the record with 909 appearances in Scottish League football (1975-2001). His clubs included Meadowbank Thistle and Stirling Albion.


Allan Ball appeared in 731 League games for Queen of the South (1963-1982); goalkeeper Jim Gallagher made 642 between 1979 and 1992 and Jim Fallon played in 620 games for Clydebank (1968-1986)


David Narey’s record of 612 League appearances for Dundee United covered twenty-one years (1973-1994) and Bobby Ferrier’s total of 626 for Motherwell (1918-1937) is also a club record.


Other players with 500+ League appearances to their credit include Willie Miller (Aberdeen) 556, Ross Cavan (Queen’s Park) 532, Paul Joaquin (Airdrieonians) 523, David Clarke (East Fife) 517, Gary Mackay (Hearts) 515 and Matt McPhee (Stirling Albion) 504.


Celtic’s record appearance-maker in League football is Billy McNeill with 486 while the Rangers’ mantle belongs to John Greig with 496.




Attendances


Premiership


Manchester United set a new average home League attendance record for a season in 1999/2000 (58,017), 2000/01 (67,544), 2001/02 (67,586), 2002/03 (67,630), 2003/04 (67,641), 2004/05 (67,871), 2005/06 (68,765) and 2006/07 (75,826).


The lowest attendance in the Premiership so far has been 3,039 for the Wimbledon v. Everton encounter in January 1993.


The highest Premiership crowd so far has been 76,098 for the Manchester United v. Blackburn Rovers clash at Old Trafford on 31 March 2007.


A Premiership crowd figure of 39,339 was officially declared at seven of Aston Villa’s home games during the 1996/97 season.


Football League


The record for the biggest League crowd in England is 83,260 for the Manchester United v. Arsenal First Division encounter at Maine Road on 17 January 1948.


Blackpool allowed spectators in for free to watch their home Football League game with Swansea City in January 1994. The official attendance was recorded as 7,080, and is believed to be the highest for a non-paying competitive game in England.


Only thirteen people paid for admission to see the Stockport County v. Leicester League game on 7 May 1921. The fixture was staged at Old Trafford, Manchester, Stockport’s ground having been closed by the Football League following crowd incidents. The match itself kicked off in late afternoon, following the Manchester United v. Derby County encounter that had been attended by 10,000 fans, of whom around 1,500 remained inside the ground to see the next match, having already paid.


Both League games between Lincoln City and Wrexham in 1976/77 attracted the same attendance: 7,753.


Stockport County’s home games against Grimsby Town and Workington, in February and March 1971, attracted the same attendance: 1,777.
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In season 1972/73 Workington’s average home League attendance was just 1,436 (twenty-three Fourth Division games) – the lowest on record for any club since the First World War.


When Huddersfield Town won the First Division championship three seasons running – 1923-1926 – the average League attendance at Leeds Road over that period (sixty-three matches) was just 19,000.


Aston Villa averaged a Third Division-record 31,923 at their twenty-three home League games in 1971/72, making them the thirteenth-best-supported team in the entire country.


When Luton Town reached the 1959 FA Cup final (where they were beaten by Nottingham Forest) their average home League gate was 19,872, the lowest in the First Division.


On 29 August 1931, a crowd of 6,974 saw Rochdale play Accrington Stanley. Not far away, only 3,507 fans saw Manchester United take on Southampton at Old Trafford.


FA Cup


The world’s first six-figure soccer crowd – 110,802 – assembled inside London’s old Crystal Palace ground for the 1901 FA Cup final between Tottenham Hotspur and Sheffield United.


A fifth round FA Cup tie between Everton and Liverpool in March 1967 attracted an overall crowd of 105,000 – 64,831 spectators assembled at Goodison Park and there were 40,169 at Anfield where the game was transmitted live on closed-circuit TV.


The last ‘official’ 100,000 attendance on an England soccer ground was at Wembley Stadium for the 1985 FA Cup final between Manchester United and Everton.


A record crowd of 61,315 attended the Wolves v. Liverpool fifth round FA Cup tie at Molineux in February 1939. In February 1952, the Liverpool v. Wolves fourth round tie produced a record Anfield crowd of 61,905.


Scotland


A crowd of just twenty-nine watched the Scottish League Cup tie between Clydebank and East Stirling on 31 July 1999 – the lowest on record for a competitive game in the UK.


There were eighty spectators present at the Meadowbank Thistle v. Stenhousemuir clash on 22 December 1979 – one of the lowest on record for a Scottish League game.
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