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SYNOPSIS




“Sweet Ermengarde” is a playful parody of sentimental melodramas popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The story follows the trials and tribulations of a young heroine entangled in romance, greed, and family secrets. With exaggerated characters and absurd twists, Lovecraft pokes fun at cliché-ridden plots, turning what might be a tale of love and inheritance into a tongue-in-cheek satire.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.




 








Chapter I:
A Simple Rustic Maid








 




Ermengarde

Stubbs was the beauteous blonde daughter of Hiram Stubbs, a poor but honest farmer-bootlegger

of Hogton, Vt. Her name was originally Ethyl Ermengarde, but her father persuaded

her to drop the praenomen after the passage of the 18th Amendment, averring that

it made him thirsty by reminding him of ethyl alcohol, C2H5OH.

His own products contained mostly methyl or wood alcohol, CH3OH. Ermengarde

confessed to sixteen summers, and branded as mendacious all reports to the effect

that she was thirty. She had large black eyes, a prominent Roman nose, light hair

which was never dark at the roots except when the local drug store was short on

supplies, and a beautiful but inexpensive complexion. She was about 5ft

5.33...in tall, weighed 115.47 lbs. on her father’s corn scales—also

off them—and was adjudged most lovely by all the village swains who admired her

father’s farm and liked his liquid crops.




Ermengarde’s

hand was sought in matrimony by two ardent lovers. ’Squire Hardman, who had a mortgage

on the old home, was very rich and elderly. He was dark and cruelly handsome, and

always rode horseback and carried a riding-crop. Long had he sought the radiant

Ermengarde, and now his ardor was fanned to fever heat by a secret known to him

alone—for upon the humble acres of Farmer Stubbs he had discovered a vein of rich

GOLD!! “Aha!” said he, “I will win the maiden ere her parent knows of his unsuspected

wealth, and join to my fortune a greater fortune still!” And so he began to call

twice a week instead of once as before.
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