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Small But Mighty

Lately, on long drives, I’ve been playing episodes of

Emmet

Audio

, a podcast by Massachusetts spoon carver and

Christmas tree farmer Emmet Van Driesche (you may

remember his “Pocket Spoon” project from issue #91). They’re

short and sweet, like a bite from an apple, and usually take

place while he is walking through the woods. In a recent

episode, Emmet talks about the power of “choosing one thing,”

of finding your carving niche and sticking with it until you

excel. No matter how small the niche, he suggests, it becomes

mighty when you make it yours.

No one knows this better than our featured artists in this issue.

Take Salavat Fidai, who carves pencil graphite into sculptures as small

as 1/64" (.

4mm) across (page 50); or Sister Mary Magdalene, currently the

only nun in her monastery to pursue her vocation through woodcarving

(page 18); or Danielle Rose Byrd, who churns out quirky, many-footed

bowl designs in her Maine island workshop (page 96). Each one has

carved out a little corner of the world that’s theirs and is rising through

the ranks with distinction as a result. Small can be mighty, after all.

We’ve gathered a few tiny-but-powerful projects for you to tackle,

too: an enchantingly easy unicorn you can carve in seven steps (page



52), two stylized sharks achievable with just a pocketknife (page 90),

and a whittled aquarium that fits—we kid you not—inside a standard

matchbox (page 46). If bigger carvings of small subjects are more

your style, master Betty Padden’s top-notch painting techniques

as you befriend the adorable field mouse from our cover (page 29).

Or, learn CCA member Bob Hershey’s secrets in a hilarious carve

featuring Fearless Freddie, a little frog with a lot of attitude (page 73).

For something completely different, channel those summer vibes in

an elegant wall hanging by Bernat Mercader, featuring just two little

repeating chips (page 36). Each project is a chance to “choose one thing”

and hone it, again and again, until you excel.

Lastly, we want you to design a small-but-mighty project of your own

in our brand-new Santa Convention Challenge. This time, every Santa

from around the world is gearing up for a massive Santa convention—but

they’ve all been cooped up inside for so long that they’ve forgotten how

to dress. E-mail us photos of your most mismatched Santa, who must

stand no more than 4" (10.2cm) high, by August 15 for a chance to be

featured in our winter issue.

As you page through this volume in search of that “one thing” to

make first, we hope it brings you a little closer to finding your niche, that

perfect melding of your specific skills with a focus that lights them up.

We can think of nothing mightier than that.

Happy carving!

Kaylee Schofield, Editor

schofield@foxchapelpublishing.com
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letters

to the editor

Whittled Wonder

Bob Kozakiewicz’s “Pinecone

Ornament” from the winter issue

(#93) helped me stay busy during the

lockdown. And now I have a wonderful

addition to my Christmas decorations!

Susan Archer

Warwickshire, England

Adorned with Love

I really enjoy Bob Kozakiewicz’s tutorials.

He is a great carver—easy to follow and

always shares a helpful tip or two. His

“Pinecone Ornament” from issue #93

was a fun carve.

Albert Santucci

Rockaway Township, N.J.

One of Us

I was really drawn to Peter Jofs’ “Winter

Hiker” caricature from issue (#93) because

I work outside and know what it’s like to

bundle up for the day. So, I painted him to

look like me and my coworkers. I liked him

so much, I ended up securing him to the

dash of my truck so he can accompany me

on my travels during work.

Thom Bate

Ontario, Canada

Cold-Weather Carving

I knew I had to try Bob

Kozakiewicz’s “Pinecone

Ornament” from the

winter issue (#93). Just as I

suspected, it looked great

on our Christmas tree.

Ken Weaver

Hooversville, Penn.

Just Chilling

Peter Jofs’ “Winter Hiker” from the

winter issue (#93) was a fun project. I

chose different paint colors and finished

him with a drybrush technique I’ve been

experimenting with.

Jim Fenton

Summerfield, N.C.

So Many Hikers, So Little Time

When I saw Peter Jofs’ “Winter Hiker” from issue #93, I

knew I had to carve him. I ended up carving quite a few.

I gave some to my daughter in Kentucky, put a few on

display throughout the house, and stored the rest.

Mike Williams

Marion, Ohio

Note from the Editor:

We love hearing about the carvings that

readers like you are creating! If you tried your hand at one of our

projects, or put your own spin on an existing design, send us an

e-mail at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please include

high-res photos and a brief description of the piece.
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book

shelf

by the Staff of

Woodcarving Illustrated

Ordering Information

Look for more new titles from Fox Chapel Publishing at


FoxChapelPublishing.com, 800-457-9112, or your local retailer.

The Handcarved Bowl

By Danielle Rose Byrd

© Blue Hills Press

$27.95+ S&H

ISBN: 978-1-951217-27-3

Danielle’s thoughtful guide covers every step of

the carving journey, from harvesting and working

with green wood to tool selection and safety.

The

Handcarved Bowl

is great for seasoned woodworkers

and beginners alike, starting with basic insight on

how tools interact with wood grain and progressing

to an in-depth exploration of drying, decorating,

and applying finishes. Danielle’s passion and

unique approach to the craft are apparent on

every page, and she eagerly puts the power in the

reader’s hands. You’ll find chapters that detail the

general information pertinent to bowl carving,

followed by projects that gradually build your skills.

Danielle uses every inch of real estate to give you

the confidence and knowledge needed to succeed,

embrace your failures, and enjoy the process of

creating beautiful bowls.

Great Book of Spoon Carving Patterns

By Dave Western

© Fox Chapel Publishing

$19.99+ S&H

ISBN: 978-1-4971-0151-7

Readers will find Dave Western’s passion for lovespoons

contagious as they dive into this captivating read. The

book explores the exciting tradition of romantic spoon

carving and the purposes for which these decorative

spoons were created. It even starts with a step-by-

step tutorial on general spoon carving, so newcomers

can feel comfortable before diving into the patterns.

Great Book of Spoon Carving Patterns

also sheds light

on carving decorative motifs and symbols, selecting

proper carving gear, customizing spoon designs, and

more! With over 60 unique patterns—including novelty,

courting, and wedding spoon designs—this book is one

that every carver will want for their library.

Download one of Dave’s patterns

for free from our website.

See our interview with

Danielle on page 96.
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Toll-free (Canada/U.S.A.) 1-877-729-3787

info@razertip.com
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(Shown actual size)

(Shown actual size)

Follow us


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R

Compatible

Expandable

P

x

P

P

Features:

- 8 fully customizable memory channels with name and heat settings

- Additional 3 channel quick memory function

- User programmable nudge increment

- Unaffected by input voltage fluctuations

- Works with all original Razertip® pens and accessories

- Universal power input works anywhere in the world

- Expand to a double or triple system with any

“R touch” component (P80, P80X, P88 & P88X)

Eskimo Curlew

by Cam Merkle

Oil on Tupelo and Brass

NEW

P88 and P88X
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Share Your Latest Work!

Send a slide, professional print, or digital image

(300 dpi minimum) with 100 words about you and

your piece. Include your hometown, the name of

the pattern maker, and a list of wood and materials

used. Send to Artists to Watch,

Woodcarving

Illustrated

, 903 Square Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552

or e-mail editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

Larry Wolterstorff

Prescott, Ariz.

Larry Wolterstoff

has created more than 350

custom canes for friends and clients over the

last 20 years. He turns them on a lathe and

then uses a carving knife to add intricate

details and designs, such as lizards, leaves,

birds, beetles, and dragonflies. “My canes are

conversation starters,” he said. “I enjoy giving

them personality.” To see more of Larry’s work,

e-mail him at prnghrn@gmail.com.

Richard Kennedy

Kilberry, Scotland

After learning the basics of the lathe, Richard Kennedy

envisioned placing a tree in the side of a bowl. He

’

s been

exploring that notion ever since. “I love that I am creating

pieces that push ideas about wood as an artistic medium

forward,” he said. To make the bowl, Richard turns the

initial shape on the lathe, allowing the wall thickness to

widen as the bowl reaches the foot. This creates a thicker

tree trunk section and naturally thin branches. He roughs

out the basic shape with a mix of power carving and hand

tools, and then uses a woodburner to add shading and

depth. To see more of Richard’s work, visit


@richardkennedywoodart on Instagram.

Bård Bjorndalseter

Oppdal, Norway

Bård Bjorndalseter began woodcarving

as a toddler, and learned woodturning

a few years later. Bård is an eighth

generation carver and has spent his

life traveling Europe and Asia to better

understand the craft. “I love everything

about woodcarving,” he said. “I realized

at a young age that even if I had two

additional lifetimes, I would not be

able to learn it all.” After his father

and uncle retired, Bård became the

longest occupational woodcarver in his

country. To see more of Bård’s work, visit


@bard_bjorndalseter on Instagram.

artists

to watch
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artists

to watch

Alireza Emami

Karaj, Iran

Alireza Emami’s woodcarving journey began when he decided to

carve a bunny for his girlfriend. “As soon as the shape appeared,

something special happened,” he said. “I felt a connection with

the wood—its hardness and texture. I completely immersed

myself in the process.” Once his first project was finished, Alireza

started on the next carve and never looked back. To see more of

Alireza’s work, visit @choubine_choubi on Instagram.

Angel Triano

Madrid, Spain

Angel Triano began carving as a way to keep

busy and alleviate stress after losing his job in

2013. Handy by nature, Angel grew up in his

grandfather’s workshop and believes fate led

him to the craft. He finds chip carving to be

particularly peaceful and uses his background in

technical drawing to create dizzying geometric
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