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Introduction
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When I was growing up, I was always hearing “One man’s trash is another’s treasure.” My Mom and Grandma kept everything, from newspaper clippings and bottle caps to buttons and fabric scraps from a favorite shirt. My Grandma even kept an old Kewpie doll that was tattered, just because my baby cousin Julie’s dirty fingerprints were on its face. I suppose to some people these things may have appeared to be nothing more than trash, but to Mom and Grandma they were priceless treasures, bringing back happy memories each time they looked at seemingly worthless objects.


I am confident that this explains why I find it impossible to throw anything away. Maybe, just maybe, it’s the reason why my studio is filled to the brim with what I like to describe as hidden treasures—trinkets offer a view into my past. And beside the sentimental feelings from broken bits and pieces I’ve saved from family treasures, there also lies within me the “thrill of the hunt”—the search for unique, found objects: obscure things you would otherwise cast aside. Things such an old washer laying on a sidewalk, painted with a patina that only Mother Nature could provide; or perhaps a small brass bolt showing signs of gentle distress that I found on a bridge in Paris, France; or the dingy old typewriter, keys missing and tossed in the corner of a charity shop—otherwise useless, but calling out to me to take it home and resurrect it to a state of worth. It’s a never-ending quest and when these objects find their way into my art, they are given a new outlook on life. As I look at each piece, my mind goes back to the hunt, the journey, and I relive the creative process. It is my happy place.


Designing for this book took me back to that happy place. It gave me permission to explore and create outside the typical square box, with no rules, limits, or guidelines. The designs reflect a variety of styles from “hardware chic” to a style that has been given the name “steampunk.” The “hardware chic” designs in this book lend themselves to materials found at your local hardware store. Copper tubing, tiny nuts and bolts, and all kinds of electrical wire work together to create bold, chunky, and more contemporary-style “clunky” jewelry. The “steampunk”-styled designs encompass a unique collection of materials that combine vintage with modern elements, fantasy with reality. Steampunk is reminiscent of an era powered by steam engines, so in this style you’ll find lots of designs featuring gears and found objects combined with strips of fabrics and recycled denim. Soft and delicate meets chunky and bold.
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If you are new to jewelry designing, don’t let a lack of experience intimidate you. Familiarize yourself with the techniques section of the book, which will give you all the necessary skills to complete the projects. The very first project in the book combines elements often found in the scrapbooking section of your local arts and crafts store and uses basic jewelry-making techniques as a way to get you familiar working with the tools and assembling jewelry with jump rings. It’s a “jump-start” project, if you will. As you progress through the first chapter you will even become acquainted with using materials that you might have otherwise have tossed aside, such as soda cans and soda tabs. In the next chapter, Wireworking and Found Objects, you’ll take these skills further and work with all sorts of wire to create vintage-looking designs. Combine these with a variety of interesting textures and found objects to create one-of-a-kind designs. Finally, in the last chapter, you will advance to basic metalworking techniques such as soldering, working with copper tubing, forming metals, and more. These are all the stepping-stones you will need to create a wide variety of designs.


As you become familiar with the materials and build up confidence in your skills, challenge yourself to mix and match techniques to create your own designs. I guarantee it will open your eyes to a whole new world of seeing objects and giving them a new lease on life. And to illustrate this, a little story: after photographing the pictures for this book my editor, Marie, and I spent a couple of days in Paris. As I walked toward the Eiffel Tower, my eyes were affixed on the ground—yes, you guessed it… looking for stuff! However, I was not the only one. I looked over to find Marie, crouching down, digging a vintage bottle cap out of the ground with one of her car keys. And yes, I took her picture!


Enjoy your journey…


Linda


[image: image]




[image: image]


 


CHAPTER 1


Tools, Materials, & Techniques


Having the correct tools for the job will make your jewelry making a more pleasant experience—and much easier. With that said, there are loads of jewelry tools available and this section by no means covers them all. I’ve chosen those that I really feel will give the most for your money. This section also covers the techniques that will be used over again—a few additional one-off techniques are given in the relevant project.
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Tools


It’s not necessary to rush out and purchase lots of tools to begin with, but you will need a few tried-and-tested basics, which I have included in this section. Many tools can be found in local hardware stores, although some—such as dapping blocks and metal stamps—will only be found at specialty jewelry-making or lapidary stores. There are also many sources on the Internet.


PLIERS AND WIRE CUTTERS
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Bail-making pliers


Used to create loops and rings in wire, or when creating decorative coils. These are also handy pliers to bend filigree findings to create custom bails.
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Concave bending pliers


Allows you to easily bend wire when forming it into rounded shapes to create loops for wire wrapping or bail making.
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Round-nose pliers


Used to create loops and rings in wire, or when creating decorative coils. They are tapered so that you can make a variety of different-sized loops.
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Flat-nose pliers


The jaws of these have squared edges, so they are useful for sharp 90º angles. They are also handy to keep the coils flat and can be used to straighten bent wire. Choose a pair that has no teeth.
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Basic jewelry pliers


Can be used when creating decorative coils. These generally have teeth that allow you to grip and pull wire tight, so be careful as the teeth may leave marks on the metal.
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Standard wire cutters


These are useful for creating wire bails, making jump rings, and snipping off excess amounts of wire. They usually cut the wire end in a point.


SHAPING TOOLS
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Dapping (or doming) block


A block with different-sized concave domes, used with matching punches (a tool that has a steel shaft with a round ball at the end). To shape metal and form domed shapes, place the appropriate punch in the cavity and tap with a hammer. Cavities range from deep—such as those found in a steel block—to slight, as found in the wooden versions.
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Ring mandrel


Used for sizing and creating rings. A bracelet mandrel is similar, yet much larger, and is used in a similar way for making and sizing bracelets.


CUTTING TOOLS
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Hole punches


To create small holes in metals. There are several different types available, from those that are specifically made to punch through thicker metal to those that are general purpose. I have a selection of both.
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Jeweler’s saw


Similar to a small hacksaw, used to cut shapes from sheet metal.
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Cut Lube


A lubricant used to reduce friction and extend the life of a saw blade. Very useful and highly recommended.
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Pipe cutter


Contains a cutting blade in the jaws so that you can grip and twist to slice sections from metal pipe.


[image: image]


Disk cutter


A metal block with circular holes and matching cylinder punches, to cut precise disks from soft metal sheet. Place the sheet in the slot in the side of the block and use a hammer to punch the cylinder through so that the disk drops out below.
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Scissors


Handy for trimming resin, and cutting lightweight sheet materials. I particularly like this brand, because they are durable and tough enough to cut softer metals such as thin aluminum and copper.


HAMMERS
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Ball-pein hammer


A heavyweight hammer; use the flat end to flatten metal and the ball end to texture.
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Nylon hammer


A double-ended hammer with one nylon head to avoid damaging more delicate components. The opposite head is metal to flatten thinner metals and wires. This is a handy hammer to have, since it has different ends on one hammer.
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