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Physical Characteristics of the Rottweiler


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Eyes: Of medium size, almond shaped with well fitting lids, moderately deep-set.


Ears: Of medium size, pendant, triangular in shape; set well apart, hanging forward with the inner edge lying tightly against the head and terminating at approximately mid-cheek.


Nose: Broad rather than round and always black.


Muzzle: Bridge is straight, broad at base with slight tapering towards tip. The end of the muzzle is broad with well developed chin.


Head: Of medium length, broad between the ears; forehead line seen in profile is moderately arched; zygomatic arch and stop well developed with strong broad upper and lower jaws.


Neck: Powerful, well muscled, moderately long, slightly arched and without loose skin.


Forequarters: Shoulder blade is long and well laid back. Legs are strongly developed with straight, heavy bone, not set close together. Pasterns are strong, springy and almost perpendicular to the ground. Feet are round, compact with well arched toes, turning neither in nor out.
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Body: The chest is roomy, broad and deep, reaching to elbow, with well pronounced forechest and well sprung, oval ribs. Back is straight and strong. Loin is short, deep and well muscled. Croup is broad, of medium length and only slightly sloping.


Tail: Docked short, close to body, leaving one or two tail vertebrae.


Hindquarters: Upper thigh is fairly long, very broad and well muscled. Stifle joint is well turned. Lower thigh is long, broad and powerful. Feet are somewhat longer than the front feet.


Coat: Outer coat is straight, coarse, dense, of medium length and lying flat.


Color: Always black with rust to mahogany markings. The demarcation between black and rust is to be clearly defined.


Size: Dogs—24 inches to 27 inches. Bitches—22 inches to 25 inches, with preferred size being mid-range of each sex.
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The Rottweiler’s unique coloration and high level of trainability have made the breed one of the world’s most recognizable and popular.
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No matter how long I am owned by Rottweilers, I will always be fascinated by the unique rust markings over every dog’s eyes and on the cheeks. I have been an impassioned student of the breed, its breeding, pedigrees, genetics and history, and still I am fascinated. In Australia, as I learned on a visit there, the eye marks are called “pips,” a charming and typically Aussie name for these marks! I know that many other breeds have distinctive color markings, but the Rottweiler stands out among the crowd, especially since he stands so tall and proud, as befits his remarkable German heritage.
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Rottweilers are great herding dogs and are used by many sheep and cattle farmers.


It is my wish that this introduction to the Rottweiler breed could begin with a definitive statement to show the genesis of the breed. I wish I could pinpoint one breeder (of course in the small town of Rottweil, Germany) who created the breed and show the beginning Rottweiler owner exactly how this great breed began—perhaps even explaining how the pips were born—but it is not possible. As with most other breeds that have been around for more than a century, the exact origins are not known.
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Rottweilers all over the world have the same basic appearance. This is a German-bred dog.


THE BREED IN THE FATHERLAND


Most historians trace the Rottweiler back to the invasion of Germany by the Romans who crossed the Alps during the first century A.D. Whether the dogs the Romans used were the ancestors of today’s Rottweiler cannot be definitely known, though their chosen canine was said to be a protective dog that also possessed herding abilities—a description that well suits our Rottweiler. The Romans occupied Germany for no less than two centuries, and their established city there was called das Rote Wil, from which the breed’s current name derives. Further crediting this theory, early historians cite that direct descendants of the breed lived in areas of Germany that were accessible to the roads built by the Germans in that period.




That said, it is evident that the Romans did not arrive with the handsome black-and-mahogany guard dog we know today, though it is probable the mastiff-type dog they employed, combined with existing dogs in Germany during the first few centuries A.D., formed the basis of today’s Rottweiler. That the Romans venerated the mastiff-type dogs, known as Molossus, is well documented. Cave canum (beware of the dog) is an ancient Latin saying that was posted anywhere the Molossus dwelled. Much like today, similar signs are posted. My favorite, which I have seen around town, shows the silhouette of a Rottweiler and reads, “I can make it to the gate in three seconds, can you?” Surely a daunting thought for a would-be intruder! The Romans employed these mastiffs for protection and military work as well as the popular sport of dog fighting. More than one of the Rottweiler’s ancestors were lost in the famous Colosseum in Rome; today only the shell of the great arena stands as a reminder of the potential cruelty of humankind to animals and to one another.




PLANNED MATINGS


It was only in the 19th century that humans really took notice of the dogs around them, and how they looked, what color they were and how large they were. Dogs all along have been helpmates—some dogs hunted, some dogs killed vermin and some dogs protected the property. No one bred the big black dog to the big black bitch because they were both black and big, necessarily. More than likely, humans paired dogs for their abilities. To produce a strong, protective dog, they would mate two dogs with those desirable qualities. Thus were progenerated various dogs with superior abilities.
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The Rottweiler’s markings are one of the breed’s defining characteristics. Look at the similarity between these three dogs.


Also important to ancient Rome were the drover dogs, dogs used to drive cattle over long distances. The Rottweiler’s ancestors are believed to have been employed by Julius Caesar, one of Rome’s great emperors. It was Caesar’s notion that his armies should have fresh meat to eat, instead of the traditional salted portions. The method whereby his soldiers found their ration of meatballs and bracciole was to have the cattle go to the men on hoof, thus requiring a strong dog to maneuver the livestock with skill, grace and speed. The droving abilities of the Rottweiler, even today, speak well of these dogs’ innate skill.
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This action shot shows some of the problems with which Rottweilers have to deal. Rottweilers, while very strict disciplinarians with their flocks, rarely injure the animals left in their trust.
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Rottweilers enjoy playing with kids... and kids’ toys! Be careful, though, as children’s toys are not made to withstand a Rottie’s strong teeth and jaws.


During the eighth century A.D., the city of Rottweil, Germany was born. The word Rote (as in das Rote Wil) referred to the red coloration of the tiles and bricks that were used in the construction of the city. These red tiles were dug up from buildings that collapsed, dating back to the Roman occupation of Germany some 500 years prior. The city of Rottweil was exceptional for the high esteem with which it held its dog, in a time when Germans did not consider dogs much more than tools and helpers.


As a helper in Rottweil, the breed became known as a butcher’s dog, or, in German, Metzgerhund, driving cattle to and from market, the very trait that Caesar employed for the Roman armies. The dogs were tough, fearless and tireless, and rarely backed down from a confrontation with a bull or another dog. Dog fights among these butcher’s dogs became somewhat common, and any dog with a record of biting had to be muzzled.
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The city of Rottweil, Germany is credited as the basis for the name of the Rottweiler. A citizen of Rottweil is also called a Rottweiler in both English and German.
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SWISS COUSINS


The Rottweiler likely has close cousins in Switzerland. It is believed that many of the Italian mastiffs, en route to Germany, were left in Switzerland as they crossed the Alps. The Greater Swiss Mountain Dog is a smooth-coated black dog, a bit taller and with different pips. Its three Swiss brethren include the Bernese Mountain Dog, Appenzeller and Entelbucher.
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A POPULARITY JOLT


Who could imagine that a breed beginning the 20th century with such a shoddy representation would finish the century as one of the world’s most popular dogs? Never before has such a large and powerful dog become so unbelievably popular around the world. In the U.S., the Rottweiler climbed the ranks to become the number-two dog in the country (in terms of annual registrations as recorded by the AKC). The breed actually overcame such long-standing popular companion dogs as the Golden Retriever, German Shepherd Dog and Poodle!
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Breed representatives from different countries—here is a German-bred Rottweiler, while the facing page shows an English-bred dog.


The breed’s decline was instigated by the government’s outlawing of cattle droving, whereby the more industrialized society was finding other methods of moving livestock with wagons and mules.


Additionally, the threat of wild animals, such as bears and boars, had nearly disappeared. By and large, the Rottweiler was “down-sized” (in modern-day terminology) and the breed nearly fell into extinction. Concerned German dog lovers rescued the breed, which had dwindled down to one dog in Rottweil by the year 1905.


When the Deutscher Rottweiler Klub (DRK) was formed in the year 1907, it was the first breed club for the Rottweiler in Germany. As dog politics are no smoother than government politics, a second club was formed the very same year called the International Rottweiler Klub (IRK). Just 12 years later a third club, the South German Rottweiler Club, was created, and confusion and cantankerous politics reigned. Fortunately, for both German Rottweiler owners and students of the breed, the DRK and IRK did the sensible thing and combined to form the Allgemeiner Deutscher Rottweiler Klub (ADRK) in 1921, which absorbed the South German club within three short years.
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A beautifully proportioned and marked Rottweiler, showing great strength and nobility.


While it was advantageous to have only one club in Germany, and therefore one stud book to refer to, the Rottweilers already were varying in type, some with weaker heads. Greater uniformity of conformation and sounder construction became the unanimous goal of the new club, and the breed was soon appearing more consistent with superior temperaments and work abilities. The club did not sacrifice type, keeping in mind the original droving dogs and their traits. It should be noted that the ADRK made a conscious decision regarding the color desirable for the Rottweiler. While the black and rust coloration was predominant, there were other colors as well, including tan and beige, plus some white markings. The selection of the black and rust coloration by the ADRK meant that only dogs of the desirable coloration would be approved for breeding.
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THE FIRST STANDARD


The first standard drafted for the Rottweiler occurred in 1901. This description was a joint standard for the Rottweiler and Leonberger.





Since cattle droving had become nonexistent for the breed, new employment was required. This brought about the beginning of Schutzhund in 1930. This working degree tested the dog’s protective abilities, intelligence and obedience. It became the desired litmus test for breeding stock in Germany and a requirement for Rottweilers to become champions. In addition to attack training, Schutzhund also embraces tracking, basic obedience, the dog’s steadiness and willingness to obey commands.


The ADRK standard for the Rottweiler was first adopted in Germany during the early part of the 20th century; it has remained virtually unaltered over the years, speaking highly of the consistency of the Rottweiler’s conformation and temperament.


THE ROTTWEILER IN THE U.K.


The first Rottweiler to enter Great Britain did so in 1936, imported by fancier Thelma Gray. The first bitch was named Diana v.d. Amalienburg, SchH. I, whom Mrs. Gray sold to Mrs. Simmons of the Crowsteps prefix. The second Rottweiler, also a bitch, was Enne v. Pfalzgau, a good winning three-year-old German dog, bred by Herr Weinmann. She was said to have a weak head that she passed to her progeny. She was sold to Miss Paton, and her first litter was lost due to distemper except one pup, Anna from Rozavel, who grew up to be a well-trained working dog. Anna is believed to have been the only Rottweiler left in England when World War II was ended.
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Steadiness, obedience and bravery are required in every well-bred Rottweiler.


Mrs. Gray imported three other dogs before the war—Asta von Norden, Arnold v.d. Eichener and Vefa von Kohlerwald—some of which did well at the shows but were sent to Ireland during the war and were never seen again. Miss Homan imported Benno von Kohlerwald, who did not do well in quarantine and had a shaky temperament once released, and was sent to the Air Force for use during the war.
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Through importation of dogs from Germany, Holland and Sweden, and through careful breeding, the quality of Rottweilers in the U.K. steadily improved.


The real beginning of the breed in England is marked by the end of the war, since the ten years prior to the war’s ending did not amount to even a breeding pair of Rottweilers in England. Anna was the only bitch in the U.K., and by 1945 she was nine years old and hardly in breeding condition. She retired as a pet quite happily.


While serving in Germany as a veterinary officer, Captain Roy-Smith admired the Rottweiler, which he encountered many times while in the military. This young vet was the first to import a Rottweiler into the U.K. after the war. Although there are reports of Rottweilers in Britain as early as 1913, no dogs were registered with The Kennel Club when Captain Roy-Smith inquired. The Rottweilers that Roy-Smith imported as well as the foundation dogs imported by Mrs. Joanna Chadwick formed an important basis for the breed in Britain. These first Rottweilers came to England almost exclusively from Germany, and later from Holland and Sweden, where the breed had established a stronghold. Among the British kennels that imported Rottweilers in the 1950s and ‘60s were Rintelna, Mallion, Blackforest, Gamegards and Taucas.


The Rottweiler Club in the U.K. was established in 1960 by Mrs. M. Wait with an original membership of 25 Rottweiler fanciers, with Mrs. Gray serving as the first president, befitting her early efforts with the breed in the U.K. The second club, known as the British Rottweiler Association, was also formed shortly thereafter, and the two clubs, surprisingly, cooperate well with one another.
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By the late 1960s, the Rottweiler qualified for Challenge Certificates at Championship Shows of The Kennel Club. The first champion was made up in 1966, a bitch by the name of Chesara Dark Destiny, owned by Pat Lanz.


THE ROTTWEILER IN THE U.S.


The 1930s marked the first Rottweilers to be registered with the American Kennel Club (AKC), beginning with a German-bred bitch named Stina v. Felsenmeer, owned by August Knecht. The first litter bred in the U.S. was accomplished by Otto Denny in September 1930. AKC recognition of the breed was achieved in 1931, with very few Rottweilers in the country and no standard accepted. Knecht and Denny mated their dogs to produce the first AKC-registered litter. Other litters were registered with the AKC over the next couple of decades, mainly by German immigrants who had been Rottweiler breeders in the Fatherland.


The first champion to earn that title in 1948, Zero was owned and bred by Noel P. Jones. His litter sister Zola became the second champion, owned by Erna Pinkerton. Jones later handled Ch. Kurt to a Group One, the first Working Group to be claimed by a Rottweiler. The breed became more known as an obedience titleist than a conformation show champion, with Ch. Zada’s Zenda, CD becoming the first Rottweiler to win an obedience title. Gero v. Rabenhorst, an important import, qualified for CD, CDX and UD, the first three progressive titles in AKC obedience trials. This accomplishment in 1941 marked the first Rottweiler to reach the UD title.




HEALTH FOUNDATION


Founded in 1998 by the American Rottweiler Club (ARC), the Rottweiler Health Foundation is a non-profit, completely volunteer organization designed to improve the overall health status of the breed. The Foundation raises funds through donations and membership dues and has individual members as well as member clubs. Among the stated goals are the fostering and promotion of education about canine health, including life-threatening diseases and hereditary conditions; the dissemination of information about the breed’s health and proper care, including a national database of resources; and indentifying the major diseases and the reliable researchers for each.
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Laura Coonley was the first person to breed an American Best in Show (BIS) Rottweiler. The dog was Ch. Kato v. Donnaj, CDX, TD, owned by Jan Marshall. Kato did not enjoy the distinction of the only BIS Rottweiler for very long, as his own brother, Ch. Rodsden’s Duke Du Trier, swep the victory the very next day. It was May 1971. Duke repeated his victory in Canada, becoming the first Rottweiler to win BIS in that country.


While the Rottweiler has had five important breed clubs in the U.S., the American Rottweiler Club, established in 1971, is the official parent club. Among the other clubs are the Colonial Rottweiler Club, the Medallion Rottweiler Club and the Golden State Rottweiler Club. Each club is a separate entity, though each club stands for the betterment of the breed and the protection of the breed standard in the U.S.
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This noble German breed has attracted many an admirer in the United States.


Few breeds have excelled in the U.S. like the Rottweiler. The 1990s were colored in black and tan, and the Rottweiler reigned as one of the nation’s most popular breeds. Only out-registered by the Labrador Retriever, the Rottweiler rode out the 1990s with numbers exceeding hundreds of thousands of dogs.
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Unlike the other breeds that have heralded top ranks in popularity, the Rottweiler is neither a sweet hunting dog (like the Labrador Retriever, Golden Retriever or Cocker Spaniel) nor an adoring shepherd type (like the German Shepherd Dog). Neither does he have any similarity to the Poodle, other than the affection of the German people for both breeds. No, the Rottweiler is a massive, hard-working dog whose weight can exceed 100 pounds and whose height can be up to 27 inches at the shoulder. Surely, the Rottweiler must possess many fine attributes to endear him to the likes of so many dog owners around the world.
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The Rottweiler is as popular as a family pet as he is for guard and protection work.


The Rottweiler’s strength and courage earned him favor early in the 20th century. After suffering great neglect in the early 1900s, the breed was “drafted” into service in World War I. The breed’s performance for the Axis powers proved its superior abilities as a military dog, thus the Rottweiler’s outstanding performance in Schutzhund decades later. Living in today’s society, with a high crime rate in both cities and smaller towns, a guard dog with impressive size and ability to match is greatly in demand, and the Rottweiler remains one of the top choices for the job.
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Although derived from Roman Molossers, the Rottweiler bears little resemblance to the Neapolitan Mastiff, shown here.


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS


Unlike other mastiff breeds, such as the Neapolitan Mastiff, the Dogue de Bordeaux and the Bull-mastiff, the Rottweiler is a handsome dog—balanced, well proportioned and not exaggerated like the aforementioned giants that suffer from acromegaly and worse conditions. It is even fair to say that for the Rottweiler’s size, he is a very healthy dog, suffering only from hip dysplasia and a few other conditions, and his lifespan is greater than other dogs his size. The Rottweiler’s sleek black coat, accented by his perfectly placed mahogany markings, cuts a handsome figure. His head is impressive but not so massive that it is out of proportion with his body. He is, by all counts, a majestic animal of considerable size, though he is not as giant as the Mastiff and the others.


PERSONALITY


A major attribute that the Rottweiler possesses in spades is his trainability. This is a most intelligent and obedient dog, capable of learning a multitude of tasks. His history as a droving dog, military and protection dog and obedience and show dog speaks well of the Rottweiler’s diversity and versatility.




AN ACTIVE BREED


Given the many talents of the Rottweiler, as his history as a drover dog, protection dog, military dog, etc., has conveyed, you must find outlets for your Rottweiler’s abilities. You cannot leave your Rottweiler alone in the yard for hours without supervision or, worse, tied to a post to run in circles of boredom until you decide to check on him. No, Rottweilers are creative, intelligent creatures that need activities. Whether it is a run on the beach every evening, a jog through the park in the morning or a full-blown itinerary of challenging events, your Rottweiler will be grateful. Some of the kinds of events that inventive Rottweiler owners enjoy with their dogs include obedience trials, agility trials, tracking, herding tests and more.





The Rottweiler is a naturally protective animal with the strength to back up his protective instincts. Many trainers advise undertaking the Rottweiler’s education with great caution, given the natural instincts and strength of this dog. Schutzhund training has been used with great success when executed by professional handlers in a controlled environment. Novices should not even consider attempting to sleeve train (i.e., attack train) the Rottweiler. Professional assistance is a must. In Germany, there are countless experienced, expert Schutzhund trainers; in the U.S., it is more difficult to secure the services of such qualified professionals and, therefore, extreme caution is advised when considering this type of training.
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Rottweilers are so popular because they are so versatile. They are family dogs, working dogs, guard dogs and tracking dogs, to name but a few.


The Rottweiler is trustworthy and confident, befitting his stature and his proud German upbringing. There are stories about Rottweilers’ being employed as “moneyholders” for trade, with a money bag tied around the Rottweiler’s neck. Trust and strength go paw in paw with the Rottweiler.


The German standard for the Rottweiler, as accepted by the ADRK, well describes the ideal character of the breed: “His figure, which is short, compact, and strong in proportion, gives every indication not only of high intelligence but also of wonderful devotion, eagerness and joy in work. A tractable dog with considerable power and stubborn endurance. His general appearance immediately proclaims him to be of determination and courage; his calm glance indicates his good humor and his unswerving fidelity. His nature exhibits no traces of disquietude, hastiness or indecision. Treachery, malice and falseness are entirely foreign to his nature.”
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