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ENGLISH DICTIONARY


This book is an accessible and comprehensive modern dictionary. As well as providing over 35,000 concise, up-to-date dictionary definitions, headwords are listed with parts of speech, pronunciation and inflections and variations.


Features:


Strict alphabetical order is followed. All compound words and hyphenated words are alphabetized as if they are one word.


Variant spellings appear in bold type next to the headword.


Parts of speech are indicated in italic, after the bold headword by the abbreviations shown on the following page. Other parts of speech after the main headword are indicated by a full point (.) and •. Other terms, of a different part of speech, that are related to the headword are given at the end of an entry in bold preceded by •.


Inflected forms of verbs and plural forms of nouns appear in bold following the headword.


Different senses within parts of speech are numbered. Parts of speech are separated by full points (.) and •.


Words of different origins but with the same spelling are given separate, numbered entries.


Pronunciation guides are both spelled out and phonetic.


This book includes pronunciation guides in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and a specially commissioned, crystal-clear, spelled-out pronunciation guide. This is a syllable-based “spelling pronunciation”.


This spelling pronunciation for each word provides a pronunciation that stays as close to the original spelling of the word as is usefully possible. It uses the conventions of English spelling to provide an easy-to-understand guide.


Our words often have more than one syllable, with one syllable in each word more prominent than others. This is known as the stressed syllable. For each word, there is a series of syllable blocks divided by hyphens (-) which, when read, reveal the pronunciation of the word. The main stress is marked in bold.


Thi re-zult is a clear and in-choo-wi-tiv spe-ling pro-nun-see-ay-shun which is baist on thi sound and spe-ling normz ov thi ing-glish lang-gwidge at a si-la-bic le-vel and which iz i-mee-dee-it-lee in-choo-wi-tiv.


For those familiar with IPA there is also a phonetic guide to pronunciation too. Below is a key to the symbols used.


Vowels






	Q

	hat, saddle, baggy






	A

	ajar, alarm, apart






	´I

	bile, bike, alight






	aI

	high, hive, strive






	aU

	shout, bough, couch






	E

	fret, vet, says, said






	eI

	way, hey, cage, neigh







	I

	hit, sieve, kitty, build, women






	i˘

	heave, jeep, siege






	Å

	hot, got, allotment, bother






	ç˘

	thought, fraught, thaw







	o˘

	note, float, tote, boat






	çI

	boy, avoid, employ







	U

	woman, wood, could






	å

	trump, front, flood






	u˘

	true, brew, you, shoe







	´

	the, harder, doctor, brewer







Consonants


The following consonant symbols have the usual meaning b, d, f, h, k, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, v, w, z






	g

	
ghost, example [Eg»zQmpl], give






	j

	
yes, senior [sinj´r], onion [ånj´n], future [fju˘tS´r]






	S

	
should, machine, sugar






	Z

	leisure, azure, invasion






	tS

	hatch, capture, chew






	dZ

	
jam, hedge [hEdZ], soldier [s´UldZ´r]






	T

	
thin, breath, thoughts






	D

	
there, then, the, breathe







	N

	sing, linger [lINg´r], amazing







	f

	cough, enough, fan






	k

	box [bÅks], cart, hike






	x

	loch [the Scots voiceless uvular fricative sound]







The symbol : denotes a long vowel.


The stressed syllable for multisyllabic words is preceded by the symbol ». Syllables with a secondary stress are preceded by « .




ABBREVIATIONS






	abbr

	abbreviation






	adj

	adjective






	adv

	adverb






	approx

	approximately






	astron

	astronomy






	aux

	auxiliary






	Br

	Britain, British






	c

	circa, about






	Cdn

	Canadian






	cent

	century






	compar

	comparative






	comput

	computing






	conj

	conjunction






	derog

	derogatory, derogatorily






	dial

	dialect






	e.g.

	exempli gratis, for example






	etc

	etcetera, and so on






	esp

	especially






	f

	feminine






	fig

	figuratively






	fml

	formal






	gram

	grammar






	hum

	humorous






	i.e.

	id est, that is






	incl

	including






	inf

	informal






	interj

	interjection






	lit

	literary






	m

	masculine






	math

	mathematics






	med

	medicine






	mus

	music






	myth

	mythology






	n

	noun






	neut

	neuter






	npl

	noun plural






	NT

	New Testament






	obs

	obsolete






	old

	old fashioned, archaic






	off

	offensive






	orig

	original, originally, origin






	OT

	Old Testament






	p

	participle






	pers

	person, personal






	pl

	plural






	poet

	poetical






	poss

	possessive






	pp

	past participle






	prep

	preposition






	pres t

	present tense






	pron

	pronoun






	prp

	present participle






	pt

	past tense






	RC

	Roman Catholic






	reflex

	reflexive






	Scot

	Scotland, Scottish






	sing

	singular






	sl

	slang






	TM

	trademark






	TV

	television






	UK

	United Kingdom






	US, USA

	United States of America






	usu

	usually






	var

	variant






	vb

	verb






	vulg

	vulgar






	zool

	zoology









A


A, a /eI/, /ay/ n 1 the first letter of the English alphabet. 2 (mus) the sixth note of the scale of C major. 3 a human blood type.


a /´, eI/, /a/ indefinite article (an before a vowel) 1 any, some, one. 2 one single thing. 3 per, for each.


aardvark /»ArdvArk/, /ard-vark/ n an African mammal with a long snout that feeds on ants.


abacus /»Qb´k´s/, /a-ba-kus/ n a counting frame with beads.


abalone /»Qb´»lo˘ni/, /a-ba-lo-nee/ n an edible sea snail with a shell that is shaped like an ear.


abandon /´»bQnd´n/, /a-ban-don/ vb 1 to give up. 2 to depart from forever, desert. • n freedom from care.


abandoned /´»bQnd´nd/, /a-ban-dond/ adj 1 deserted. 2 immoral, shameless.


abattoir /»Qb´«twAr/, /a-ba-twar/ n a place where animals are killed for food.


abate /´»beIt/, /a-bate/ vb to lessen. • n abatement.


abbess /»Qb´s/, /a-bess/ n the chief nun in a convent.


abbey /»Qbi/, /a-bee/ n 1 a monastery or convent. 2 a church, once part of a monastery or convent.


abbot /»Qb´t/, /a-bot/ n the chief monk in a monastery.


abbreviate /´»bri˘vI«eIt/, /a-bree-vee-ate/ vb to shorten. • n abbreviation.


abdicate /»QbdI«keIt/, /ab-di-kate/ vb to give up high office, especially a throne. • n abdication.


abdomen /»Qbd´m´n/, /ab-do-men/ n the part of the body between your chest and your thighs. • adj abdominal.


abduct /´b»dåkt/, /ab-duct/ vb to kidnap. • n abduction, abductor.


abhor /´b»hçr/, /ab-hor/ vb to loathe. • n abhorrence.


abhorrent /´b»hAr´nt/, /ab-hor-rent/ adj loathsome.


abide /´»baId/, /a-bide/ vb to put up with. • abide by to obey, to remain true to.


abiding /´»baIdIN/, /a-bide-ing/ adj lasting.


ability /´»bIlIti/, /a-bil-it-ee/, n 1 skill or power to do a thing. 2 cleverness.


ablaze /´»bleIz/, /a-blaze/ adj, adv on fire, in flames.


able /»eIb´l/, /ay-bl/ adj 1 having skill or power to do a thing. 2 clever. • adv ably.


able-bodied /»eIb´l«bÅdi˘d/, /ay-bl-bod-eed/ adj able to walk; physically healthy.


abnormal /Qb»nçrml/, /ab-nor-mal/ adj different from the usual. • adv abnormally.


abnormality /«Qbnçr»mQlIti/, /ab-nor-mal-it-ee/ n an unusual quality.


aboard /´»bçrd/, /a-board/ adv, prep on board, on a ship, train, aeroplane, etc.


abode /´»bo˘d/, /a-bode/ n (fml or hum) house, home.


abolish /´»bÅlIS/, /a-bol-ish/ vb to put an end to, to do away with. • n abolition, abolitionist.


abominable /´»bÅmIn´bl/, /a-bom-in-na-bl/ adj hateful.


aboriginal /«Qb´»rIdZ´n´l/, /a-bor-ri-ji-nal/ adj 1 describing a feature that is native to a country. 2 (cap) describing the native peoples of Australia. • n (cap) a descendant of the people who inhabited Australia before the arrival of the Europeans.


aborigine /«Qb´»rIdZIni/, /a-bor-ri-ji-nee/ n 1 one of the original inhabitants of a country, who has been there since the earliest times. 2 (cap) another name for an Australian Aboriginal. • adj aboriginal, Aboriginal.


abort /´»bçrt/, /a-bort/ vb 1 to have an abortion or miscarriage. 2 to perform an abortion on. 3 to stop something, especially in the early stages.


abortion /´»bçrS´n/, /a-bor-shun/ n a miscarriage, usually induced.


abortive /´»bçrtIv/, /a-bor-tive/ adj unsuccessful because done too soon.


abound /´»baUnd/, /a-bound/ vb to be plentiful.


about /´»båUt/, /a-bout/ adv, prep 1 concerning. 2 around. 3 near to. 4 nearly. 5 on the point of.


above /´»båv/, /a-buv/ adv, prep 1 over. 2 higher (than).


aboveboard /´»båv«bçrd/, /a-buv-board/ adj honest, fair.


abrasion /´»breIZ´n/, /a-bray-zhen/ n 1 the act of rubbing away at something. 2 an area of skin that has been scraped.


abrasive /´»breIsIv/, /a-bray-ziv/ adj 1 causing abrasion. 2 harsh or irritating. • n something that causes abrasion.


abreast /´»brEst/, /a-brest/ adv side by side. • abreast of the times up-to-date.


abridge /´»brIdZ/, /a-bridge/ vb to make shorter. • n abridg(e)ment.


abroad /´»brÅd/, /a-brawd/ adv 1 out of your own country. 2 far and wide.


abrupt /´»bråpt/, /a-brupt/ adj 1 sudden, hasty. 2 discourteous. • adv abruptly. • n abruptness.


abscess /»QbsEs/, /ab-sess/ n a boil, a gathering of pus in some part of the body.


abseil /»QbseIl/, /ab-sail/ vb to go down a very steep slope, such as a cliff face or a very tall building, using a rope secured at the top and passed around the body in a kind of harness.


absence see absent.


absent /»Qbs´nt/, /ab-sent/ adj not present. • n absence.


absentee /«Qbs´n»ti˘/, /ab-sen-tee/ n someone who is not present.


absentminded /«Qbs´nt»maInd´d/, /ab-sent-mind-ded/ adj not thinking of what you are doing.


absolute /»Qbs´«lu˘t/, /ab-so-lute, ab-so-lute/ adj 1 complete. 2 free from controls or conditions. • adv absolutely.


absolution see absolve.


absolve /´b»zÅlv/, /ab-solve/ vb to set free, as from guilt or punishment. • n absolution.


absorb /´b»zçrb/, /ab-sorb/ vb 1 to soak up. 2 to take up all the attention of.


absorbed /´b»zçrbd/, /ab-sorbd/ adj giving the whole mind to.


absorbent /´b»zçrb´nt/, /ab-sor-bent/ adj drinking in.


absorption /´b»zçrpS´n/, /ab-sorp-shen/ n 1 act of absorbing. 2 full attention.


abstain /´b»steIn/, /ab-stain/ vb 1 to keep yourself from, to hold back from. 2 not to vote. • n abstainer, abstention.


abstract /»QbstrQkt/, /ab-stract/ n a summary. • adj 1 existing in the mind only. 2 portraying ideas rather than realistic images.


absurd /´b»s´rd/, /ab-surd/ adj foolish. • n absurdity.


abundance /´»bånd´ns/, /a-bun-dance/ n more than enough, plenty. • adj abundant. • adv abundantly.


abuse /´»bju˘z/, /a-byooz/ vb 1 to make wrong use of. 2 to ill-treat, to maltreat, especially physically or sexually. 3 to use insulting language. • n /´»bju˘s/, /a-byooss/ abuse.


abusive /´»bju˘sIv/, /a-byoo-sive/ adj 1 ill-treating, cruel. 2 insulting. • adv abusively.


abysmal /´»bIzm´l/, /a-biz-mal/, adj very bad.


abyss /´»bIs/, /a-biss/ n a very deep pit or ravine.


academic /«Qk´»dEmIk/, /a-ca-de-mic/ adj 1 of or concerning education, especially in a college or university. 2 not practical or useful; theoretical. • n teacher in a college or university.


academy /´»kQd´mi/, /a-ca-de-mee/ n 1 a school for special studies. 2 a society for advancing arts and sciences.


accelerate /´k»sEl´«reIt/, /ac-sel-le-rate/ vb to increase speed. • n acceleration.


accelerator /´k»sEl´«reIt´r/, /ac-sel-le-ray-tor/ n a device that controls the speed of a car.


accent /»QksEnt/, /ac-sent/ n 1 a special emphasis given to part of a word. 2 the mark that indicates such emphasis. 3 a way of speaking peculiar to certain persons or groups. • vb to emphasize a certain part of a word.


accentuate /Qk»sEntSU«eIt/, /ac-sen-choo-ate/ vb to emphasize.


accept /´k»sEpt/, /ak-sept/ vb 1 to receive something offered. 2 to regard as true, reasonable, satisfactory, etc. • n acceptance.


acceptable /´k»sEpt´b´l/, /ak-sep-ta-bl/ adj 1 pleasant to receive. 2 satisfactory, good enough. 3 allowable, tolerable.


access /»QksEs/, /ak-sess/ n a way or means of approach. • vb to find on a computer file.


accessible /´k»sEs´b´l/, /ak-sess-i-bl/ adj 1 easily approached. 2 easily reached. 3 easily obtained or understood. • n accessibility.


accessory /´k»sEs´ri/, /ak-sess-or-ee/ n 1 an assistant, especially in crime. 2 an additional part or tool. 3 an additional item worn with clothing.


accident /»QksId´nt/, /ak-sid-ent/ n 1 an unexpected happening. 2 an unexpected event that causes damage or injury. • adj accidental.


acclaim /´»kleIm/, /a-claim/ vb to greet with applause • n recognition and praise; applause.


acclamation /«Qkl´»meIS´n/, /ak-la-may-shun/ n a shout of joy or approval.


acclimatize /´»klaIm´«taIz/, /a-clime-a-tize/ vb, also acclimatise to accustom to a new climate or situation. • n acclimatization, acclimatisation.


accolade /»Qk´«leId/, /a-ko-lade/ n 1 the touching on the shoulder with a sword in the ceremony of making someone a knight. 2 praise or approval.


accommodate /´»kÅm´«deIt/, /a-com-o-date/ vb 1 to provide lodgings for. 2 to have space for. 3 to supply with. 4 to make suitable, to adapt.


accommodating /´»kÅm´«deItIN/, /a-com-o-date-ing/ adj obliging.


accommodation /´«kÅm´»deIS´n/, /a-com-o-day-shun/ n 1 lodgings. 2 adaptation.


accompaniment /´»kåmp´nim´nt/, /a-com-pan-ee-ment/ n the music played with a singer or player.


accompanist /´»kåmp´nIst/, /a-com-pan-ist/ n someone who plays the accompaniment for a singer or player.


accompany /´»kåmp´ni/, /a-com-pan-ee/ vb 1 to go with. 2 to join a singer or player by playing a musical instrument.


accomplice /´»kÅmplIs/, /a-com-pliss/ n a helper, especially in crime.


accomplish /´»kÅmplIS/, /a-com-plish/ vb to perform successfully, to finish.


accomplished /´»kÅmplISd/, /a-com-plisht/ adj 1 finished. 2 skilled.


accomplishment /´»kÅmplISm´nt/, /a-com-plish-ment/ n 1 something which is done successfully. 2 completion.


accord /´»kçrd/, /a-cord/ vb 1 to agree. 2 to give. • n agreement. • of your own accord by your own wish.


accordance /´»kçrd´ns/, /a-cor-dans/ n agreement.


accordingly /´»kçrdINli/, /a-cor-ding-lee/ adv therefore.


according to /´»kçrdIN tu˘/, /a-cor-ding to/ prep 1 in keeping with. 2 as stated by.


accordion /´»kçrdi´n/, /a-cor-dee-on/ n a portable musical instrument played by keys and worked by bellows. • n accordionist.


accost /´»kÅst/, /a-cost/ vb to approach and speak to in an aggressive way.


account /´»kaUnt/, /a-count/ vb (fml) to consider, to reckon. • n 1 a statement of money received and paid, a bill. 2 a report, description. • account for give an explanation of. • of no account of no importance. • on account of because of.


accountable /´»kaUnt´b´l/, /a-count-a-bl/ adj responsible.


accountancy /´»kaUnt´nsi/, /a-count-an-see/ n the work of an accountant.


accountant /´»kaUnt´nt/, /a-count-ant/ n someone who keeps or examines money accounts.


accumulate /´»kju˘mjU«leIt/, /a-kyoom-yoo-late/ vb 1 to increase, to heap up. 2 to collect.


accumulation /´«kju˘mU»leIS´n/, /a-kyoom-yoo-lay-shun/ n growth, a large collection.


accuracy /»QkjUr´si/, /ak-yoo-rass-ee/ n exactness, precision.


accurate /»Qkj´r´t/, /ak-yoo-rit/ adj 1 correct, exact. 2 correct, careful. • adv accurately.


accursed /´»k´rst/, /a-curst/ adj 1 under a curse, doomed. 2 hateful.


accusation /«Qkju˘»zeIS´n/, /a-kyoo-zay-shun/ n a charge brought against anyone.


accuse /´»kju˘z/, /a-kyooz/ vb to charge with wrongdoing. • n accuser.


accused /´»kju˘zd/, /a-kyoozd/ n someone charged with wrongdoing.


accustom /´»kåst´m/, /a-cuss-tom/ vb to make well known by use.


accustomed /´»kåst´md/, /a-cuss-tomd/ adj 1 usual. 2 used (to), familiar with.


ace /eIs/, /ace/ n 1 the value of ‘one’ in games of cards, dice, or dominoes. 2 someone good at sports. • within an ace of on the very point of.


acetic /´»si˘tIk/, /a-set-ic/ adj sour, of vinegar.


acetylene /´sEtI»li˘n/, /a-set-ill-een/ n a gas used for giving light and heat, and commonly used with oxygen for welding or cutting metal.


ache /eIk/, /ake/ vb to be in or to give prolonged pain. • n a prolonged or throbbing pain.


achieve /´»tSi˘v/, /a-cheev/ vb 1 to succeed in doing. 2 to gain.


achievement /´»tSi˘vm´nt/, /a-cheev-ment/ n 1 something done successfully. 2 a feat.


acid /»QsId/, /a-sid/ n a sour or corrosive substance. • adj sour; sharp to the taste; bitter.


acid rain /»QsId«reIn/, /a-sid rane/ n rain that has been polluted by acid from factory waste, car exhausts, etc. and is harmful to the environment.


acid test /»QsId«tEst/, /a-sid test/ n a test that indicates the worth or value of something.


acidity /´»sIdItI/, /a-sid-it-ee/ n sourness.


acknowledge /´k»nÅlIdZ/, /ak-naw-ledge/ vb 1 to admit as true. 2 to admit the receipt of. • n acknowledg(e)ment.


acne /»Qkni/, /ak-nee/ n a skin condition that causes pimples.


acorn /eI»kçrn/, /ay-corn/ n the fruit or seed of the oak tree.


acoustic /´»ku˘stIk/, /a-coos-tik/ adj 1 having to do with hearing and sound. 2 making its natural sound, not electric.


acoustics /´»ku˘stIks/, /a-coos-tiks/ npl the science of sound.


acquaint /´»kweInt/, /a-kwaint/ vb 1 to make familiar with. 2 to inform.


acquaintance /´»kweInt´ns/, /a-kwain-tanse/ n 1 a person you know. 2 knowledge.


acquire /´»kwaIr/, /a-kwire/ vb to gain, to obtain.


acquit /´»kwIt/, /a-kwit/ vb 1 to declare innocent. 2 to conduct yourself.


acquittal /´»kwItl/, /a-kwi-tal/ n a setting free.


acre /»eIk´r/, /ay-kr/ n an imperial measure of land (= 4840 square yards or 4046.9 square metres).


acrobat /»Qkr´bQt/, /a-cro-bat/ n a high-wire or trapeze artiste. • adj acrobatic. • npl acrobatics.


acronym /»Qkr´nIm/, /a-cro-nym/ n an abbreviation, made from the initial letters, or from combinations of letters from a word, which itself can be pronounced as a word.


act /Qkt/, /act/ vb 1 to do. 2 to conduct yourself. 3 to perform on the stage, in films, or on television. 4 to produce an effect. • n 1 a deed. 2 a law. 3 a part of a play.


action /»QkS´n/, /ac-shon/ n 1 something done. 2 a movement. 3 the producing of an effect. 4 the events in a narrative or drama. 5 a battle. 6 a lawsuit.


active /Qk»tIv/, /ac-tiv/ adj 1 energetic. 2 taking part, involved. 3 being in action, working, operative.


activity /Qk»tIvIti/, /ac-ti-vi-tee/ n 1 energy. 2 occupation or pastime.


actor /»Qkt´r/, /ac-tor/ n a man who performs in a play or film or on television.


actress /»QktrIs/, /ac-tress/ n a woman who performs in a play or film or on television.


actual /Qk»tSUw´l/, /ac-chul/ adj 1 real, not imaginary. 2 true.


actuality /Qk«tSU»wQlIti, -«Su˘-/, /ac-chu-wa-li-tee/ n reality.


actually /»QktSU´li, »QkS´li/, /ac-cha-lee/ adv really, as a matter of fact.


acupuncture /»Qkju˘«påNktS´r/, /a-kyoo-punk-cher/ n a treatment used in alternative medicine in which fine needles are inserted into the skin at certain points along energy paths known as meridians.


acute /´»kju˘t/, /a-kyoot/ adj 1 coming to a sharp point. 2 sharp-witted. 3 (of emotions or diseases) intense but short-lasting. • adv acutely.


acute angle /´«kju˘t »QNg´l/, /a-kyoot ang-gl/ n an angle less than 90º.


AD /«eI»di˘/, /ay dee/ abbr = Anno Domini: a Latin phrase meaning ‘in the year of our Lord’, used to describe the years following the birth of Jesus.


ad /Qd/, /ad/ n short for advertisement.


adage /»QdIdZ/, /a-didge/ n a proverb, an old wise saying.


adamant /»Qd´m´nt/, /a-da-mant/ adj determined, firm.


adapt /´»dQpt/, /a-dapt/ vb 1 to make suitable, to fit to a different use. 2 to change, adjust.


adaptable /´»dQpt´bIl«/ /a-dap-ta-bl/ adj easily fitted to new uses or conditions. • n adaptability.


adaptation /«QdQp»teIS´n/, /a-dap-tay-shun/ n the action or result of adapting.


adapter /´»dQpt´/, /a-dap-ter/ n a device for connecting electrical plugs with a socket.


add /Qd/, /add/ vb 1 to join one thing to another. 2 to increase. 3 to say more.


adder /»Qd´r/, /a-der/ n a small poisonous snake, a viper.


addict /»QdIkt/, /a-dict/ n a person who is dependent on and so unable to give up a habit, especially a harmful one such as drug-taking.


addicted /´»dIktId/, /a-dic-ted/ adj dependent on, unable to give up. • n addiction.


addition /´»dIkS´n/, /a-di-shen/ n 1 act of adding. 2 something added. • adj additional.


additive /»QdItIv/, /a-di-tiv/ n a substance added to another, especially to add flavour or colour.


address /´»drEs/, /a-dress/ vb 1 to speak to. 2 to direct a letter. 3 to direct your attention or energy to. • n 1 the place where a person lives or works. 2 the directions on a letter or envelope. 3 a formal talk.


adenoids /»Qd´«nçIdz/, /a-de-noids/ npl glands at the back of the nose that if enlarged can hinder breathing.


adept /»QdEpt/, /a-dept/ adj very skilful. • n someone who is skilled.


adequate /»Qd´kw´t/, /a-de-kwit/ adj 1 enough. 2 satisfactory. 3 able. • adv adequately. • n adequacy.


adhere /´d»hi˘r/, /ad-heer/ vb 1 to stick (to). 2 to remain loyal to. • n adherence.


adhesive /´d»hi˘sIv/, /ad-hee-ziv/ adj sticky. • n a sticky substance, glue.


adieu /´»dju˘/, /a-dyoo/ interj the French word for farewell, goodbye. • n (pl adieus or adieux) a farewell.


adjacent /´»dZeIs´nt/, /a-jay-sent/ adj lying near (to).


adjective /»QdZ´ktIv/, /a-jec-tiv/ n a word that describes a noun. • adj adjectival. • adv adjectivally.


adjourn /´»dZ´rn/, /a-jurn/ vb 1 to put off to another time. 2 to go to another place. • n adjournment.


adjust /´»dZåst/, /a-just/ vb 1 to set right. 2 to put in order. • adj adjustable. • n adjuster, adjustment.


administer /´d»mInIst´r/, /ad-mi-ni-ster/ vb 1 to manage, to govern. 2 to carry out. 3 (fml) to give.


administration /´d«mInI»streIS´n/, /ad-mi-ni-stray-shun/ n 1 the management of a business or a government. 2 people involved in this. • adj administrative.


administrator /´d»mInI«streIt´r/, /ad-mi-ni-stray-tor/ n a person who works in administration.


admirable /»Qdm´r´b´l/, /ad-mi-ra-bl/ adj deserving admiration or praise. • adv admirably.


admiral /»Qdm´r´l/, /ad-mi-ral/ n the highest rank of naval officer.


admiration /«QdmI»reIS´n/, /ad-mi-ray-shun/ n a feeling of respect for another person.


admire /´d»maIr/, /ad-mire/ vb to think very highly of. • n admirer.


admission /´d»mIS´n/, /ad-mi-shen/ n 1 permission to enter. 2 the amount payable for entry. 3 a confession.


admit /´d»mIt/, /ad-mit/ vb 1 to allow to enter. 2 to accept as true or just. 3 to confess.


admittance /´d»mIt´ns/, /ad-mi-tanse/ n right or permission to enter.


admittedly /´d»mIt´dli/, /ad-mi-ted-lee/ adv it cannot be denied.


admonish /´d»mÅnIS/, /ad-mo-nish/ vb to give a warning or scolding to. • n admonition. • adj admonitory.


ado /´»du˘/, /a-doo/ n fuss, trouble.


adobe /´»do˘bi/, /a-doe-bee/ n 1 a building material made of sun-dried earth and straw. 2 a building made of this material.


adolescent /«Qd´»lEs´nt/, /a-doe-less-sent/ adj growing up from youth to adulthood. • n a person of either sex when adolescent. • n adolescence.


adopt /´»dÅpt/, /a-dopt/ vb 1 to take as your own. 2 to take over and use. 3 to choose formally. • n adoption.


adorable /´»dçr´b´l/, /a-doe-ra-bl/ adj lovable.


adore /´»dçr/, /a-dore/ vb 1 to worship. 2 to love or like very much. • n adoration.


adorn /´»dçrn/, /a-dorn/ vb to decorate, to make beautiful. • adj adorned.


adornment /´»dçrnm´nt/, /a-dorn-ment/ n an ornament.


adrift /´»drIft/, /a-drift/ adj and adv floating without control.


adrenalin /´»drEnIlIn/,/a-dre-na-lin/ n, also adrenaline a chemical produced by your body when you are scared or excited.


adulation /»QdZU»leIS´n/, /a-je-lay-shun/ n extreme praise, flattery.


adult /´»dålt, »Qdålt/, /a-dult, a-dult/ adj grown-up. • n a grown-up person.


adulterate /´»dålt´«reIt/, /a-dul-te-rayt/ vb to lower in value by mixing with something of less worth (e.g. to mix wine with water, gold with tin, etc). • n adulteration.


advance /´d»vQns/, /ad-vanse/ vb 1 to put forward. 2 to go forward. 3 to help promote. 4 to lend. • n 1 a forward movement. 2 progress. 3 a loan (of money), especially a payment made before the normal time. 4 increase. • in advance in front; before.


advanced /´d»vQnst/, /ad-vanst/ adj 1 far on (in life, time, etc). 2 at a high level, not elementary. 3 modern and new and sometimes not yet generally accepted.


advantage /´d»vQntIdZ/, /ad-van-tidge/ n 1 a better position or something that puts someone in a better position. 2 gain, profit, benefit.


advantageous /«Qdv´n»teIdZ´s/, /ad-van-tey-jess/ adj profitable; helpful. • adv advantageously.


advent /»QdvEnt/, /ad-vent/ n a coming, an arrival.


Advent /»QdvEnt/, /ad-vent/ n in the Christian church, the period from the fourth Sunday before Christmas to Christmas Day.


adventure /´d»vEntS´r/, /ad-ven-cher/ n an exciting or dangerous deed or undertaking.


adventurer /´d»vEntS´r´r/, /ad-ven-cher-rer/ (m/f), adventuress /ad-ven-che-ress/ (f) n 1 someone who seeks adventures. 2 someone who lives by his or her wits.


adventurous /-´s/, /ad-ven-che-russ/ adj 1 daring, eager for adventure. 2 dangerous, involving risk.


adverb /»Qdv´rb/, /ad-verb/ n a word that modifies the meaning of a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. • adj adverbial.


adversary /»Qdv´r«sEri/, /ad-ver-se-ree/ n an enemy.


adverse /´d»v´rs, »Qd-/, /ad-verse, ad-verse/ adj acting against, unfavourable. • adv adversely.


adversity /´d»v´rsIti/, /ad-ver-si-tee/ n misfortune.


advertise /»Qdv´r«taIz/, /ad-ver-tize/ vb to make known to the public. • n advertiser.


advertisement /«´d»v´rtIzm´nt/, /ad-ver-tiss-ment/ n an announcement to the public, often for the purpose of selling something.


advice /´d»vaIz/, /ad-vice/ n 1 a helpful opinion offered to another. 2 a formal letter, etc, giving information.


advisable /´d»vaIz´b´l/, /ad-vie-za-bl/ adj wise; correct in the circumstances. • n advisability.


advise /´d»vaIz/, /ad-vize/ vb 1 to give advice. 2 to inform.


adviser /´d»vaIz´r/, /ad-vie-zer/ n someone who gives advice.


advisory /´d»vaIz´ri/, /ad-vie-zo-ree/ adj for the purpose of giving advice.


advocate /»Qdv´k´t/, /ad-vo-kit/ n 1 someone who speaks for another. 2 a lawyer who pleads a cause in court. • vb /»Qdv´keIt/, /ad-vo-kate/ to recommend, to speak in favour of.


aeon also eon (US) /»i˘´n, »i˘«Ån/, /ee-on/ n 1 (inf) a period of time so long it is impossible to measure. 2 (astron) one thousand million years. • adj aeonian.


aerial /»Eri´l/, /ae-ree-al/ adj of or from the air. • n a wire or rod for receiving radio waves or television signals.


aerie /»i˘ri/, /ee-ree/ n, also eyrie the nest of a bird of prey.


aerobatics /«Er´»bQtIks/, /ae-ro-ba-tics/ npl difficult exercises performed by an aircraft.


aerobics /E»´Ur«bIks/, /ae-ro-bics/ n a type of physical exercise that strengthens the heart and lungs by temporarily increasing the heart rate. • adj aerobic.


aerodynamic /«E´r´UdaI»nQmIk/, /ae-ro-die-na-mic/ adj streamlined for smooth movement through the air.


aeronautics /-Iks/, /ae-ro-naw-tics/ n the science of the operation and flight of aircraft.


aeroplane /»Er´«pleIn/, /air-plane/ n, also airplane (US) a heavier-than-air flying machine with wings.


aerosol /»Er´«sÅl/, /ae-ro-sol/ n 1 a liquid under pressure in a container, which is released in a fine spray. 2 the container for this.


aesthetics /Es»TEtIks/, /ess-theh-ticks/ n, also esthetics (US) the science or philosophy of art and the beautiful.


affable /»Qf´b´l/, /a-fa-bl/ adj pleasant, polite, easy to talk with. • n affability. • adv affably.


affair /´»fEr/, /a-fair/ n 1 business. 2 a matter, a concern. 3 happenings or events connected with a particular person or thing. 4 a romantic or sexual relationship.


affect /´»fEkt/, /a-fect/ vb 1 to act upon. 2 to move the feelings. 3 to pretend.


affected /´»fEkt´d/, /a-fec-ted/ adj full of affectation.


affectation /«QfEk»teIS´n/, /a-fec-tay-shun/ n manner or behaviour that is not natural; pretence.


affection /´»fEkS´n/, /a-fec-shun/ n fondness, love.


affectionate /´»fEkS´n´t/, /a-fec-shi-nit/ adj loving. • adv affectionately.


affiliate /´»fIli˘«eIt/, /a-fi-lee-ate/ v to be joined or be connected with something. • n affiliation.


affinity /´»fInIti/, /a-fi-ni-tee/ n 1 relationship. 2 attraction.


affirm /´»f´rm/, /a-firm/ vb to state with certainty.


affirmation /«Qf´r»meIS´n/, /a-fir-may-shun/ n 1 a statement. 2 a solemn statement of the truth.


affirmative /´»f´rm´tIv/, /a-fir-ma-tiv/ adj answering ‘yes’. • n an answer meaning ‘yes’. • answer in the affirmative to say ‘yes’.


afflict /´»flIkt/, /a-flict/ vb to cause pain, distress, etc, to. • n affliction.


affluence /»QflU´ns/, /a-floo-ents/ n wealth.


affluent /»QflU´nt/, /a-floo-ent/ adj wealthy.


afford /´»fçrd/, /a-ford/ vb 1 to be able to pay for. 2 to be able to do, spend, etc, something without trouble, loss, etc. 3 (fml) to give.


afloat /´»flo˘t/, /a-float/ adj, adv floating.


aforesaid /-«sEd/, /a-fore-said/ adj already mentioned.


afraid /´»freId/, /a-frade/ adj frightened.


afresh /´»frES/, /a-fresh/ adv again.


African American /»QfrIk´n ´»mErik´n/, /a-fri-can a-me-ri-can/ n a United States citizen who has African ancestors. • adj describing African Americans, or their culture, history, etc.


aft /Qft/, /aft/ adj, adv at or near the stern of a ship.


after /»Qft´r/, /af-ter/ adv, prep 1 later in time (than). 2 behind.


aftermath /»Qft´r«mQT/, /af-ter-math/ n the period of time, or consequences, following an unpleasant or unfortunate event.


afternoon /»Qft´r«nu˘n/, /af-ter-noon/ n the time from noon to evening.


afterthought /»Qft´r«TÅt/, /af-ter-thot/ n 1 a fresh thought after an act or speech. 2 something added or done later, not part of an original plan.


afterwards /»Qft´rw´rdz/, /af-ter-wards/ adv later.


again /´»geIn, ´»gEn/, / a-gain, a-gen/ adv once more.


against /´»geInst, ´»gEnst/, /a-gainst, a-genst/ prep 1 in opposition to. 2 supported by.


agate /»Qg´t/, /a-get/ n a very hard precious stone.


age /eIdZ/, /ayj/ n 1 the length of time a person or thing has lived or existed. 2 (inf) a long time. 3 the state of being old. 4 a particular period in history. • vb 1 to become old. 2 to make old.


aged /eIdZd/, /ayjd/ adj 1 at the age of. 2 /ayj-ed/ old.


ageless /»eIdZl´s/, /ayj-less/ adj never becoming old.


agency /»eIdZ´nsi/, /ay-jen-see/ n the office or business of an agent.


agenda /´»dZEnd´/, /a-jen-da/ n a list of matters to be discussed at a meeting.


agent /»eIdZ´nt/, /ay-jent/ n 1 someone or something that acts. 2 a person who acts on behalf of someone else.


aggravate /»Qgr´«veIt/, /a-gra-vate/ vb 1 to make worse. 2 (inf) to make angry. • adj aggravating. • n aggravation.


aggression /»Qgr´»geIS´n/, /a-gre-shun/ n 1 an attack. 2 hostile feelings.


aggressive /´»grEsIv/, /a-gre-siv/ adj 1 always ready to attack, quarrelsome. 2 forceful, determined. • adv aggressively.


aggressor /´»grEs´r/, /a-gre-sor/ n the first to attack.


aggro /»Qgro˘/, /ag-gro/ n (inf) abbr = aggravation: 1 aggressive behaviour. 2 annoying problems or difficulties.


agile /»QdZaIl, »QdZ´l/, /a-jile, a-jel/ adj quick of movement, nimble. • n agility.


agitate /»QdZI«teIt/, /a-ji-tate/ vb 1 to excite, to make anxious. 2 to try to stir up public feeling. 3 (fml) to shake. • n agitation.


agitator /»QdZI«teIt´r/, /a-ji-tay-tor/ n someone who tries to cause public discontent or revolt.


agnostic /Qg»nÅstIk/, /ag-naw-stic/ n someone who believes that the existence of God cannot be proved.


ago /´»go˘/, /a-go/ adv in the past.


agonize /»Qg´«naIz/, /a-gon-eyes/ v to suffer, or cause to suffer, agony.


agonizing /»Qg´«naIzIN/, /a-gon-eye-zing/ adj, also agonising 1 causing great pain. 2 causing great distress.


agony /»Qg´ni/, /a-gon-ee/ n 1 great pain. 2 great distress.


agree /´»gri˘/, /a-gree/ vb 1 to be of the same opinion. 2 to be alike. 3 to suit.


agreeable /´»gri˘´b´l/, /a-gree-a-bl/ adj 1 pleasant. 2 ready to agree. • adv agreeably.


agreement /´»gri˘m´nt/, /a-gree-ment/ n 1 sameness of opinion. 2 likeness. 3 a contract.


agriculture /«QgrI»kåltS´r/, /a-gri-cul-cher/ n the science of cultivating the land, farming. • adj agricultural.


aground /´»graUnd/, /a-ground/ adj, adv on or on to the sea bed.


ahead /´»hEd/, /a-hed/ adv 1 in front. 2 forward, for the future.


AI /eI aI/, /ay eye/ abbr = artificial intelligence: the study of the capacity of computers to simulate human intelligence.


aid /eId/, /aid/ vb to help. • n help.


aide /eId/, /aid/ n = aide-de-camp (pl aides-de-camp) an officer in attendance on a king, general or other high official.


AIDS, Aids /eIdz/, /aidz/ abbr = Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome: a serious disease that affects the body’s immune system, greatly reducing resistance to infection.


ailing /»eIlIN/, /ay-ling/ adj 1 unwell. 2 weak.


ailment /»eIlm´nt/, /ayl-ment/ n a minor health problem.


aim /eIm/, /aim/ vb 1 to point a weapon (at). 2 to intend, to try. • n 1 the act of aiming a weapon. 2 intention, goal, purpose.


aimless /»eIml´s/, /aim-less/ adj without purpose.


air /Er/, /air/ n 1 the mixture of gases composing the earth’s atmosphere. 2 a light breeze. 3 a tune. 4 manner. 5 pl a manner that is not genuine. • vb 1 to expose to fresh air. 2 to expose to warm air, to dry. 3 to speak openly about.


air bag /»ErbQg/, /air-bag/ n an inflatable safety device in automobiles that inflates on impact to cushion the driver.


air-conditioning /»Erk´n«dIS´nIN/, /air-con-dish-un-ing/ n a system for controlling the temperature and quality of the air in a building. • adj air-conditioned. • n air-conditioner.


aircraft /»ErkrQft/, /air-craft/ n (pl aircraft) a flying machine.


airfield /»Erfi˘ld/, /air-feeld/ n a starting and landing place for aircraft.


airily /air-ill-ee/ adv in an airy manner.


airing /»ErIN/, /air-ing/ n 1 act of exposing to fresh or warm air. 2 an outing in the open air.


airless /»Erl´s/, /air-less/ adj stuffy.


airline /»ErlaIn/, /air-line/ n a company providing regular aircraft services.


airliner /»ErlaIn´r/, /air-line-er/ n a large passenger aircraft.


airmail /»ErmeIl/, /air-male/ n a postal service where mail is carried by aeroplane.


airplane /»ErpleIn/, /air-plane/ US variant of aeroplane.


air pocket /»ErpokIt/, /air pock-it/ n a stream of air that carries an aircraft suddenly up or down.


airport /»Erpçrt/, /air-port/ n a station for passenger aircraft.


air raid /»Er reId/, /air rade/ n an attack by aircraft.


airship /»ErSIp/, /air-ship/ n an aircraft kept aloft by a gas-filled balloon and driven by a motor.


airtight /'ErtaIt/, /air-tite/ adj so sealed that air can pass neither in nor out.


airy /»Eri/, /ay-ree/ adj 1 with plenty of fresh air. 2 lacking seriousness.


aisle /aIl/, /ile/ n 1 the side part of a church, often separated from the central part by a row of pillars. 2 a passage in a church. 3 a passageway in a theatre or store.


ajar /´»dZAr/, /a-jar/ adv partly open.


akimbo /´»kImbo˘/, /a-kim-bo/ adv with the hand on the hip and the elbow outward.


akin /´»kIn/, /a-kin/ adj similar.


alabaster /»Ql´«bQst´r/, /a-la-bas-ter/ n a soft marble-like stone.


alarm /´»lArm/, /a-larm/ n 1 a warning of danger. 2 sudden fear. • vb to frighten.


alarm clock /´»lArm klÅk/, /a-larm clock/ n a clock that can be set to ring or buzz to wake you.


alarming /´»lAr«mIN/, /a-larm-ing/ adj frightening. • adv alarmingly.


alarmist /´»lAr«mIst/, /a-larm-ist/ n someone who needlessly spreads frightening news or rumours. • adj causing needless fear.


alas /´»lQs/, /a-las/ interj a cry of grief or pity.


albatross /»Qlb´«trÅs/, /al-ba-tross/ n a large white seabird.


albino /Ql»baIno˘/, /al-bee-no/ n a person or animal with white skin and hair and pink eyes because he or she has no natural colouring.


album /»Qlb´m/, /al-bum/ n 1 a blank book into which may be put autographs, photographs, stamps, etc. 2 a collection of songs on a CD or other recording.


alcohol /»Qlk´hÅl/, /al-co-hol/ n 1 pure spirit, also called ethanol. 2 an intoxicating drink containing such spirit.


alcoholic /«Qlk´»hÅlIk/, /al-co-hol-ic/ n someone who is addicted to alcohol. • adj having to do with alcohol.


alcove /»Ql«ko˘v/, /al-cove/ n a recess, a section of a room, etc, that is set back from the main part.


ale /eIl/, /ale/ n a light-coloured, bitter beer.


alert /´»l´rt/, /a-lert/ adj 1 attentive. 2 quick. • n a warning of danger. • n alertness.


alfalfa /»QlfQlf´/, /al-fal-fa/ n a green plant used as cattle food.


algebra /»QldZ´br´/, /al-ji-bra/ n a method of calculation in which letters and symbols are used to represent numbers. • adj algebraic.


alias /»eIli´s/, /ay-lee-ass/ adv otherwise. • n a false name.


alibi /»QlI«baI/, /a-li-buy/ n the plea that you were elsewhere when a crime was committed.


alien /»eIli´n/, /ay-lee-an/ adj 1 foreign. 2 different, strange. • n 1 a foreigner, a person who is not a naturalized citizen of the country where he or she is living. 2 a being from another world.


alienate /»eIli´neIt/, /ay-lee-an-ate/ vb to make unfriendly.


alight1 /´»l´It/, /a-lite/ vb 1 to get down (from). 2 to settle upon.


alight2 /´»l´It/, /a-lite/ adj, adv, adj on fire.


align /´»laIn/, /a-line/ vb 1 to put in line, to straighten. 2 to join, ally yourself with. • n alignment.


alike /´»l´Ik/, /a-like/ adj like, similar. • adv in the same way.


alimentary canal /´lI«mEn»tri k´nQl»/, /a-li-men-tree ca-nal/ n the passage through the body by which food is received and digested.


alimony /»Ql´«mo˘ni/, /a-li-mone-ee/ n the money payable regularly by a man or woman to his or her former spouse after legal separation or divorce.


alive /´»laIv/, /a-laiv/ adj 1 living. 2 lively. 3 aware of.


alkali /»Qlk´laI/, /al-ka-lie/ n a substance such as potash or soda that neutralizes acids and unites with oil or fat to form soap.


all /Ål/, /ol/ adj 1 every one of. 2 the whole of. • n 1 everyone. 2 everything. • adv wholly, entirely.


Allah /»Ql´, Q»lA/, /a-la, a-lah/ n the Islamic name for God.


allay /»QleI/, /a-lay/ vb to calm.


allege /´»lEdZ/, /a-ledge/ vb to state without proof. • n allegation. • adj alleged.


allegiance /´»li˘dZ´ns/, /a-lee-jance/ n loyalty.


allegory /»QlI«g´ri/, /a-li-go-ree/ n a story with a hidden meaning different from the obvious one. • adj allegorical.


allegro /´»lEgro˘/, /a-le-gro/ adv (mus) briskly.


allergy /»Ql´rdZi/, /a-ler-jee/ n a reaction of the body to some substance. • adj allergic.


alleviate /´»li˘vieIt/, /a-lee-vee-ate/ vb to lessen. • n alleviation.


alley /»Qli/, /a-lee/ n 1 a narrow walk or passage. 2 a lane for bowling. 3 a building containing lanes for bowling.


alliance /´»laI´ns/, /a-lie-anse/ n a union between families, governments, etc.


allied see ally.


alligator /»QlI«geIt´r/, /a-li-gay-tor/ n a reptile related to the crocodile found in North America, South America and China.


alliteration /´«lIt´»reIS´n/, /a-lit-er-ay-shon/ n the repetition of a sound at the beginning of words especially in poetry, for example, ‘Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper’.


allocate /»Ql´«keIt/, /a-lo-cate/ vb to share out, to distribute. • n allocation.


allot /´»lÅt/, /a-lot/ vb (allotted, allotting) to give a share, to distribute.


allotment /-m´nt/, /a-lot-ment/ n 1 act of allotting. 2 a small piece of land for growing vegetables, etc.


allow /´»laU/, /al-ow/ vb 1 to permit. 2 to provide, to set aside.


allowable /´»laU´b´l/, /al-ow-a-bl/ adj permissible.


allowance /´laU»´ns/, /al-ow-anse/ n a sum of money granted for a special purpose. • make allowance for take into consideration.


alloy /Q»lçI/, /a-loy/ n a mixture of metals.


all right /Ål »raIt/, /ol rite/ adj 1 acceptable or satisfactory. 2 safe or well. • adv an expression of agreement.


allude /´»lu˘d/, /a-lood/ vb to refer to, to mention. • n allusion. • adj allusive.


allure /´»lUr/, /a-loor/ vb to attract. • n attraction, charm. • n allurement. • adj alluring.


allusion /´»lu˘Z´n/, see allude.


ally /Q»laI/, /a-lie/ vb to join with another for a special purpose (e.g. by marriage or by treaty). • adj allied. • n 1 a helper. 2 a nation bound to another by treaty of friendship.


almanac /»Qlm´«nQk, »Ålm´«nQk/, /al-man-ac, ol-man-ac/ n, also almanack (old) a book containing a calendar and information about anniversaries, tides, stars and planets, etc.


almighty /Ål»maIti/, /ol-mite-ee/ adj 1 (often cap) all-powerful. 2 (inf) very great, strong, loud, etc. • n The Almighty God.


almond /A˘m´nd/, /a-mond/ n an oval nut.


almost /»Ålmo˘st/, /ol-most/ adv nearly.


aloe /»Q«lo˘/, /a-loe/ n a plant with a bitter juice used in medicines, especially for the skin.


aloft /´»lÅft/, /a-loft/ adv high up in the air.


alone /´»lo˘n/, /a-lone/ adj, adv 1 without company. 2 taken by itself.


alongside /´lÅN«saId»/, /a-long-side/ adv, prep by the side of.


aloof /´»lu˘f/, /a-loof/ adv apart, distant. • adj distant, cool. • n aloofness.


aloud /´»laUd/, /a-loud/ adv so as can be heard.


alp /Qlp/, /alp/ n a high mountain.


alphabet /»Qlf´«bEt/, /al-fa-bet/ n the set of letters used in writing a language. • adj alphabetical.


alpine /Ql»paIn/, /al-pine/ adj having to do with high mountains, especially the Swiss Alps.


already /Ål»rEdi/, /ol-red-ee/ adv 1 before this time, previously. 2 now or before the expected time.


altar /»Ålt´r/, /ol-ter/ n 1 a raised place or table on which sacrifices are offered. 2 a Communion table.


alter /»Ålt´r/, /ol-ter/ vb to change. • n alteration.


alternate /»Ålt´rneIt/, /ol-ter-nit/ adj 1 first one coming, then the other. 2 every other. 3 (esp US) alternative. • vb 1 to do, use, cause, arrange, etc, by turns. 2 to happen by turns. • adv alternately. • n alternation.


alternative /«Ålt´r»neItIv/, /ol-ter-na-tiv/ n 1 a choice between two things. 2 (inf) a choice of two or more possibilities. • adj 1 available, used, etc. instead of something else. 2 not conventional or traditional. • adv alternatively.


although /Ål»Do˘/, /ol-tho/ conj though.


altitude /»QltI«tu˘d, »QltI«tju˘d/, /al-te-tood, al-te-tyood/ n height.


alto /»Qlto˘, »Ålto˘/, /al-toe, awl-toe/ n 1 the highest male singing voice. 2 a low female singing voice, properly called contralto /con-tral-toe/. 3 a singer having this voice. • also adj.


altogether /«Ålt´»gED´r, »çlt´gED´r/, /ol-te-ge-ther, ol-te-ge-ther/ adv 1 wholly. 2 including everything. 3 on the whole.


altruism /»Ål«tru˘Iz´m, »Ql«tru˘Iz´m/, /ol-trew-ism, al-troo-izm/ n acting to please others rather than yourself. • n altruist. • adj altruistic.


aluminium /´»lju˘mIni´m, al-yoo-min-ee-em/, also aluminum /´»lu˘mIn´m/, /al-oo-min-em/ (US) n a soft, white, light metal.


Alzheimer’s (disease) /»Ålts«haIm´rz, »Qlts-/, /olts-hime-ers, altz-/ n a brain disease mainly affecting elderly people and causing memory loss and confusion.


always /»ÅlweIz/, /ol-waze/ adv at all times.


am /Qm/, /am/ vb the form of the verb to be used with ‘I’.


a.m. /»eI»Em/, /ay em/ abbr = ante meridiem /an-tee mer-id-ee-um/: a Latin phrase meaning before midday.


AM /»eI»Em/, /ay em/ abbr = amplitude modulation /»QmplItju˘d mÅdju˘«leIS´n/, /am-pli-tyood mod-you-lay-shun/: transmitting information via a radio wave.


amalgam /´»mQlg´m/, /a-mal-gam/ n a mixture, especially of mercury with another metal.


amalgamate /´»mQlg´«meIt/, /a-mal-ga-mate/ vb to unite, to join together. • n amalgamation.


amass /´»mQs/, /a-mass/ vb to collect a large amount of.


amateur /-t´r, »Qm´tS´r/, /a-ma-ter, a-ma-cher/ n 1 someone who takes part in any activity for the love of it, rather than for money. 2 a person without skill or expertise in something. • n amateurism.


amateurish /»Qm´t»S´rIS, «Qm´»tS´rIS, -»t´rIS/, /a-ma-te-rish, a-ma-che-rish/ adj inexpert, unskilful.


amaze /´»meIz/, /a-maze/ vb to astonish. • n amazement.


ambassador /Qm»bQs´d´r/, /am-bass-sa-dor/ n a high-ranking official appointed to represent his or her government in a foreign country. • adj ambassadorial.


amber /»Qmb´r/, /am-ber/ n a clear yellowish substance used for ornaments. • adj 1 made of amber. 2 brownish yellow.


ambidextrous /«Qmbi»dEkstr´s/, /am-bi-dek-strus/ adj able to do things equally well with either hand.


ambiguous /Qm»bIgju˘´s/, /am-bi-gyoo-uss/ adj having more than one meaning. • n ambiguity.


ambition /Qm»bIS´n/, /am-bi-shen/ n 1 desire for power, determination to succeed. 2 a goal, aim. • adj ambitious.


amble /»Qmb´l/, /am-bl/ vb to walk at an easy pace. • n 1 an easy pace. 2 a slow walk. • n ambler.


ambulance /»QmbjUl´ns/, /am-byoo-lanss/ n a vehicle for carrying the sick or injured.


ambush /»QmbUS/, /am-boosh/ n 1 a body of people so hidden as to be able to make a surprise attack on an approaching enemy. 2 the place where such people hide. 3 a surprise attack made by people in hiding. • vb to lie in wait, to attack from an ambush.


ameba US variant of amoeba.


ameliorate /´»mi˘li´«reIt/, /a-meel-ye-rayt/ vb 1 to make better. 2 to grow better. • n amelioration.


amen /Å»mEn, eI»mEn/, /ay-men, ay-men/ interj may it be so!; so be it!


amenable /´»mEn´b´l/, /a-mee-na-bl/ adj ready to be guided or influenced.


amend /´»mEnd/, /a-mend/ vb 1 to correct. 3 to alter slightly. • to make amends to make up for a wrong done.


amendment /´»mEndm´nt/, /a-mend-ment/ n 1 an improvement. 2 an alteration (e.g. in a law).


amenities /´»mi˘n´tiz/, /a-mee-ne-tees, a-meh-ne-tees/ npl things that make life easier or more pleasant.


American Indian /´»mErik´n »indi´n/, /a-me-ri-can in-dee-an/ n a native person of the United States or Canada. • adj describing the native people of the United States and Canada and their languages, customs, etc.


amethyst /»QmETIst/, /a-me-thest/ n a precious stone of a bluish-violet or purple colour.


amiable /»eImi´b´l/, /ay-mee-abl/ adj friendly, pleasant. • n amiability.


amicable /»QmIk´b´l/, /a-mi-ca-bl/ adj friendly.


amid, /´»mId/, amidst /´mIdst/, /a-mid, a-midst/ prep in the middle of, among.


amiss /´»mIs/, /a-miss/ adv wrong. • take amiss to take offence at.


ammonia /´»mo˘ni´, /a-mo-nee-a/ n 1 a strong-smelling, colourless gas. 2 a solution of ammonia gas and water.


ammunition /«QmjU»nIS´n/, /am-ye-ni-shen/ n 1 gunpowder, bullets, shells, etc. 2 facts, etc, used against someone in an argument.


amnesia /Qm»ni˘S´/, /am-nee-zha/ n loss of memory.


amnesty /»Qmn´sti/, /am-ne-stee/ n a general pardon.


amoeba /´»mi˘b´/, /a-mee-ba/ n, also ameba (US) (pl amoebae, amebae a tiny living creature found in water. • adj amoebic, amebic.


among, /´»måN/, amongst /´»måNst/, /a-mung, a-mungst/ prep 1 in the middle of. 2 in shares or parts to each person. 3 in the group of.


amorous /»Qm´r´s/, /a-mo-rus, am-rus/ adj feeling or expressing love or sexual desire.


amount /´»maUnt/, /a-mount/ vb 1 to add up to. 2 to be equal to. • n the sum total.


amp see ampere.


ampere /»QmpEr/, /am-pir/ n the unit used in measuring electric current, usually shortened to amp.


ampersand /»Qmp´r«sQnd/, /am-per-sand/ n a character (&) that stands for ‘and’.


amphibian /Qm»fIbi´n/, /am-fi-bee-an/ n 1 a creature that can live both on land and in water. 2 a vehicle designed to move over land or water. 3 an aircraft that can take off from or land on either land or water. • adj amphibious.


amphitheatre /«QmfI»Ti˘´t´r/, /am-fe-thee-e-ter/ n, also amphitheater (US) an oval or circular theatre or building in which the seats rise in tiers around and above a central stage or arena.


ample /Qmp´l/, /am-pl/ adj 1 large. 2 enough, sufficient, more than enough.


amplification see amplify.


amplifier /»Qmpl´«faIr/, /am-ple-fie-er/ n an instrument for making sounds louder.


amplify /»Qmpl´«faI/, /am-ple-fie/ vb 1 to enlarge. 2 to make louder. • n amplification /»Qmpl´f´»keIS´n/, /am-pli-fi-kay-shun/.


amplitude /»Qmpl´«tu˘d, -«tju˘d/, /am-pli-tood, am-pli-tyood/ n size, extent, abundance.


amply /»Qmpli/, /am-plee/ adv fully, sufficiently.


amputate /»QmpjU«teIt/, /am-pye-tate/ vb to cut off. • n amputation.


amulet /»QmjUl´t/, /am-ye-let/ n an ornament worn as a charm against evils.


amuse /´»mju˘z/, /a-myooz/ vb 1 to entertain, to give pleasure. 2 to make laugh or smile. • adj amusing.


amusement /´»mju˘zm´nt/, /a-myooz-ment/ n 1 pleasure, entertainment. 2 entertainment, pastime.


an /Qn/, /an/ see a.


anaconda /«Qn´»kÅnd´/, /a-na-con-da/ n a large snake of South America.


anaemia /´»ni˘mi´/, /a-nee-mee-a/ n, also anemia (US) a condition caused by lack of red corpuscles in the blood, which causes pallor and fatigue.


anaemic /´»ni˘mIk/, /a-nee-mic/ adj, also anemic (US) 1 suffering from anaemia. 2 pale, colourless. 3 lifeless, lacking spirit.


anaesthesia /«Qn´s»Ti˘zi´, -Z´/, /a-ness-thee-zha/ n, also anesthesia (US) loss of feeling.


anaesthetic /«Qn´s»TEtIk/, /a-ness-thet-ic/ n, also anesthetic (US) a substance that causes loss of feeling for a time, either in the whole body (general anaesthetic) or in a limited area of the body, such as a leg (local anaesthetic). • also adj. • vb anaesthetize, -ise, also anesthetize (US).


anaesthetist /´»nEsT´tIst, ´»ni˘-/, /a-nes-the-tist/ n, also anesthetist (US) a medical doctor specializing in anaesthetics.


anagram /»Qn´«grQm/, /a-na-gram/ n a word or words formed by arranging the letters of a word or phrase in a new order (e.g. mite from time).


analogue /»Qn´«lÅg/, /a-na-log/ n, also analog (US) an object, e.g. such as a pointer on a dial, used to measure something else.


analogous /´»nQl´g´s/, /a-na-lo-gus/ adj similar.


analogy /´»nQl´dZi/, /a-na-lo-jee/ n 1 likeness. 2 the process of reasoning based on such similarity.


analyse /»Qn´«laIz/, /a-na-lize/ vb, also analyze (US) to break a thing up into its parts or elements.


analysis /´»nQl´sIs/, /a-na-li-siss/ n (pl analyses) 1 the process of analysing. 2 a statement of the results of this. 3 short for psychoanalysis. • adj analytical.


analyst /»Qn´lIst/, /a-na-list/ n 1 someone who analyses, especially in chemistry. 2 short for psychoanalyst.


analytical see analysis.


anarchist /»Qn´rkIst/, /a-nar-kist/ n who wishes to do away with all government.


anarchy /»Qn´rki/, /a-nar-kee/ n 1 lawlessness. 2 absence of government.


anathema /´»nQT´m´/, /a-na-the-ma/ n 1 a solemn curse. 2 a thing that is accursed or hateful. 3 something or someone that one detests or strongly disapproves of.


anatomy /´»nQt´mi/, /a-na-ta-mee/ n 1 the study of the way the body is put together. 2 the cutting up of a body to study its parts and their relation to one another. 3 the body. • adj anatomical. • n anatomist.


ancestor /»Qn«sEst´r/, /an-sess-tor/ n forefather, a person from whom you are descended. • adj ancestral.


ancestry /»QnsEstri˘/, /an-sess-tree/ n line of forefathers.


anchor /»QNk´r/, /ang-kor/ n 1 a heavy iron hook that grips the sea bed and holds a ship at rest in the water. 2 a person or thing that provides support, stability or security. • vb 1 to hold fast by an anchor. 2 to drop an anchor. • to weigh anchor to take up an anchor before sailing.


anchorage /»QNk´rIdZ/, /ang-ko-ridge/ n a place where a ship can anchor.


anchovy /»Qn«tSo˘vi/, /an-tcho-vee/ n a small strong-tasting fish of the herring family.


ancient /»eInS´nt/, /ayn-shent/ adj 1 old, existing since early times. 2 belonging to old times. 3 (inf) very old. • the ancients those who lived long ago, especially the Greeks and Romans.


ancillary /Qn»sIl´ri/, /ant-si-le-ree/ adj supporting, helping, subsidiary.


andante /Qn»dÅnteI, -»dQnteI/, /an-dan-tay/ adj (mus) with slow and graceful movement.


anecdote /»Qn´k«do˘t/, /a-nec-dote/ n a short, interesting or amusing story about a person or event.


anemia US variant of anaemia.


anemic US variant of anaemic.


anemone /´»nEm´ni/, /a-ne-me-nee/ n the wind-flower, a kind of garden plant with red, purple, or white flowers.


anesthesia US variant of anaesthesia.


anesthesiologist US variant of anaesthetist.


anesthetic US variant of anaesthetic.


anesthetist US variant of anaesthetist.


anew /´»nu˘, -»nju˘/, /a-noo, a-nyoo/ adv (fml or old) again, in a new or different way.


angel /»eIndZ´l/, /ayn-jel/ n 1 in Christianity, a spirit created to serve God. 2 a very good and helpful person. • adj angelic.


anger /»QNg´r/, /ang-ger/ n a feeling of rage or fury. • vb to enrage.


angina /Qn»dZaIn´/, /an-jie-na/ n a disease of the heart, causing sudden, sharp pains.


angle1 /»QNg´l/, /ang-gl/ n 1 the space between two meeting lines. 2 a corner. 3 point of view.


angle2 /»QNg´l/, /ang-gl/ vb 1 to fish with hook and bait. 2 to try to get by indirect means.


angling /»QNglIN/, /ang-gling/ n the art of fishing with a rod. • n angler.


angora /Qn»gçr´/, /ang-go-ra/ n wool from a long-haired goat.


angry /»QNgri/, /ang-gree/ adj feeling or showing anger. • adv angrily.


anguish /»QNgwIS/, /ang-guish/ n very great pain, of body or mind. • adj anguished.


angular /»QNgjUl´r/, /ang-gyoo-lar/ adj 1 sharp-cornered. 2 thin and bony.


animal /»QnIm´l/, /a-ni-mal/ n 1 a living being with the power to feel and to move at will. 2 such a living being other than human beings. 3 a four-footed creature, as distinct from a bird, fish, or insect. 4 a wild or uncivilized person.


animate /»QnIm´t/, /a-ni-mate/ vb 1 to give life to. 2 to enliven, to make lively and interesting. • adj /a-ni-mit/ living.


animation /«QnI»meIS´n/, /a-ni-may-shun/ n liveliness, excitement.


animosity /«Qn´»mÅsIti/, /a-ni-mo-si-tee/ n strong dislike, hatred.


ankle /»QNk´l/, /ang-kl/ n the joint that connects the foot with the leg.


annex /»QnEks/, /a-neks, a-neks/ vb, also annexe 1 to add to the end. 2 to take possession of. • n a part added to or situated near a building. • n annexation.


annihilate /´»naI´«leIt/, /a-nie-e-late/ vb to destroy completely. • n annihilation.


anniversary /«QnI»v´rs´ri/, /an-ni-ver-sa-ree/ n the yearly return of the date on which some event occurred and is remembered.


annotate /»Qno˘«teIt, -n´-/, /an-no-tate/ vb to write notes upon. • n annotation.


announce /´»naUns/, /a-nounse/ vb to make known. • n announcement.


announcer /-´r/, /a-noun-ser/ n in broadcasting, someone who makes known the programmes or reads news items.


annoy /´»nçI/, /an-noy/ vb to vex; to tease; to be troubled by something you dislike. • n annoyance.


annual /»QnjU´l/, /an-ye-wel/ adj 1 yearly. 2 happening every year or only once a year. • n 1 a plant lasting only for one year. 2 a book of which a new edition is published yearly. • adv annually.


anoint /´»nçInt/, /a-noint/ vb to put oil on, especially with the intention of making holy.


anomaly /´»nÅm´li/, /a-nom-a-lee/ n something unusual, irregular or not normal. • adj anomalous.


anon1 /´»nÅn/, /a-non/ adv (old or hum) soon.


anon2 /´»nÅn/, /a-non/ abbr = anonymous.


anonymous /´»nÅnIm´s/, /a-non-ni-muss/ adj nameless, of unknown name. • n anonymity.


anorak /»Qn´«rQk/, /an-o-rak/ n 1 a light waterproof jacket with a hood and zip. 2 a person who is so interested in a particular subject that other people regard them as a bore.


anorexia /«Qn´»rEksi´/, /a-ne-rek-see-a/ n an eating disorder in which someone refuses to eat in order to lose weight, although already very thin. • adj anorexic.


answer /»Qns´r/, /an-ser/ vb 1 to reply to. 2 to be suitable, to fit. 3 to accept blame for or punishment. 4 to be responsible to. • n 1 a reply. 2 a solution (to a problem).


answerable /»Qns´r´b´l/, /an-se-re-bl/ adj open to blame for.


answering machine /»Qns´rIN m´»Si˘n/ /an-se-ring ma-sheen/ n a machine that records telephone messages while someone is out.


ant /Qnt/, /ant/ n a small, social insect, that lives in a colony.


antagonism /Qn»tQg´«nIz´m/, /an-ta-ge-nizm/ n opposition, ill feeling.


antagonist /Qn»tQg´nIst/, /an-ta-ge-nist/ n an opponent.


antagonistic /Qn«tQg´»nIstIk/, /an-ta-ge-nis-tic/ adj opposed to, hostile.


antagonize /Qn»tQg´«naIz/, /an-ta-ge-nize/ vb, also antagonise to make an enemy of.


antacid /Qnt»QsId/, /an-tass-id/ n a medicine that makes the stomach less acidic and relieves pain caused by acid.


Antarctic /Qnt»ArktIk, -»ArtIk/, /ant-arc-tic/ adj of south polar regions. • n the ~ Antarctica, the continent around the South Pole.


anteater /»Qnt«i˘t´r/, /an-tee-ter/ n a mammal with a long snout that feeds on ants and termites.


antecedent /-»si˘d´nt/, /an-te-see-dent/ adj (fml) going before. • npl antecedents the previous family, history, etc, of a person.


antelope /»Qnt´«lo˘p/, /an-te-lope/ n a graceful, delicate animal like the deer.


antenatal /«QntI»neIt´l/, /an-ti-nay-tal/ adj before birth.


antenna /Qn»tEn´/, /an-ten-na/ n 1 (pl antennae) the feeler of an insect. 2 (esp US) (pl antennas) a wire or rod, etc, for receiving radio waves or television signals.


anthem /»QnT´m/, /an-thum/ n a hymn or song of praise to God.


anthology /Qn»TÅl´dZi/, /an-tho-le-jee/ n a collection of pieces of poetry or prose by different authors.


anthracite /»QnTr´«s´It/, /ant-thre-site/ n a type of coal that burns almost without flame or smoke.


anthrax /»QnTrQks/, /an-thraks/ n a disease attacking sheep or cattle and sometimes infecting humans.


anthropology /«QnTr´»pÅl´dZi/, /an-thre-po-le-jee/ n the study of human beings in relation to their surroundings.


anti- /»Qnti, »QntaI/, /an-tie, an-ti/ prefix against.


antibiotic /«QntibaI»Åtik/, /an-ti-bie-o-tic/ n a substance used in medicine to destroy bacteria that cause disease. • also adj.


antibody /»Qnti«bÅdi/, /an-ti-bo-dee/ n a protein your body produces to fight infections and illnesses.


anticipate /Qn»tIsI«peIt/, /an-ti-si-pate/ vb 1 to expect. 2 to take action in advance of. 3 to foresee. • n anticipation.


anticlimax /«QntI»klaImQks, »QntaI-/, /an-ti-clie-maks/ n an unexpectedly dull ending to a striking series of events.


anticlockwise /«Qnti»klÅkwaIz/, /an-ti-clock-wise/ adj going around in the opposite direction from the hands of a clock.


antics /»QntIcs/, /an-tiks/ npl absurd or exaggerated behaviour.


antidote /»QntI«do˘t/, /an-ti-dote/ n a medicine that counteracts the effects of poison or disease.


antipathy /Qn»tIp´Ti/, /an-ti-pa-thee/ n dislike, opposition to.


antiquated /»QntI«kweIt´d/, /an-te-kway-ted/ adj old-fashioned, out of date.


antique /Qn»ti˘k/, /an-teek/ adj 1 made in an earlier period and usually valuable. 2 (fml) connected with ancient times. • n a piece of furniture, jewellery, etc, made in an earlier period and considered valuable.


antiquity /Qn»tIkwIti/, /an-ti-kwe-tee/ n 1 ancient times, especially those of the Greeks and Romans. 2 great age.


antiseptic /«QntI»sEptIk/, /an-ti-sep-tic/ adj having the power to kill germs. • n an antiseptic substance.


antithesis /Qn»tIT´sIs/, /an-ti-thi-sis/ n (pl antitheses) 1 contrast of ideas, emphasized by similarity in expressing them. 2 the exact opposite. • adj antithetical.


antler /»Qntl´r/, /ant-ler/ n a branch of a stag’s horn. • adj antlered.


antonym /»Qnt´nIm/, /an-ti-nim/ n a word meaning the opposite of.


anxious /»QnkS´s/, /ang-shus/ adj worried about what will happen or has happened. • n anxiety.


any /»Eni/, /en-ee/ adj 1 one out of many. 2 some. 3 every. • adv at all.


anybody /»Eni«bådi, -«bÅdi/, /en-ee-baw-dee/ pron any person.


anyhow /»Eni«haU/, /en-ee-how/ adv 1 in any way, whatever. 2 in any case.


anyone /»Eni«wån/, /en-ee-won/ pron any person, anybody.


anything /»EniTIN/, /en-ee-thing/ pron any object, event, fact etc. • n a thing, no matter what kind. • adv at all.


anytime /»Eni«ta"m/, /en-ee-time/ adv at any hour, day, week, etc.


anyway /»Eni«wEI/, /en-ee-way/ adv in any case. • adv any way in any manner.


anywhere /»Eni«wEr/, /en-ee-ware/ in, at, or to any place.


aorta /eI»çrt´/, /ae-or-ta/ n the great artery leading from the heart, carrying blood to all parts of the body.


apart /´»pArt/, /a-part/ adv separately.


apartheid /´»pArt´It, -taId/, /a-part-hide/ n a policy where different races are kept apart.


apartment /´»pArtm´nt/, /a-part-ment/ n 1 a room. 2 (esp. US) a set of rooms rented as a dwelling.


apathy /»Qp´Ti/, /a-path-ee/ n lack of feeling or interest. • adj apathetic.


ape /eIp/, /ape/ n a mammal resembling a tailless monkey (e.g. gorilla, chimpanzee, orangutan, gibbon). • vb to imitate exactly.


aperture /»Qp´r«tS´r/, /a-per-choor/ n an opening, a hole.


apex /»eIpEks/, /ay-peks/ n (pl apexes or apices) the top or highest point.


aphid /»eIfId/, /ay-fid/ n an insect that lives on the sap of green plants.


aphorism /»Qf´«rIz´m/, /a-for-iz-um/ n a short, wise saying.


apiary /»eIpi«Eri/, /ay-pee-ar-ee/ n a place where bees are kept.


apiece /´»pi˘s/, /a-peess/ adv to or for each one.


apocalyptic /´«pÅk´»lIptIk/, /a-poc-a-lip-tic/ adj 1 telling of great misfortune in the future. 2 relating to an event of great importance, particularly an event of disastrous or catastrophic importance.


apocryphal /´»pÅkrIf´l/, /a-poc-ra-fal/ adj not likely to be genuine; doubtful or untrue.


apologetic /´«pÅl´»dZEtIk/, /a-pol-o-je-tic/ adj making excuses, expressing regret.


apologize /´»pÅl´«dZaIz/, /a-pol-o-jize/ vb, also apologise to express regret for a fault or error, to say you are sorry.


apology /´»pÅl´dZi/, /a-pol-o-jee/ n an admission that wrong has been done, an expression of regret.


apostle /´»pÅs´l/, /a-pos-l/ n 1 someone sent to preach the gospel. 2 one of the twelve disciples of Christ.


apostrophe /´»pÅstr´fi/, /a-pos-tro-fee/ n a mark (’) indicating the possessive case or omission of certain letters.


appal /´»pÅl/, /a-pawl/ vb, also appall (US) to shock, to horrify. • appals, appalled, appalling also (US) appalls, appalled, appalling.


appalling /-IN/, /a-paw-ling/ adj shocking, terrible, horrific.


apparatus /«Qp´»rQt´s, -»reIt-/, /a-pa-ra-tus/ n tools or equipment for doing work.


apparel /´»pQr´l/, /a-par-el/ n clothing. • vb (old) to dress.


apparent /´»pQr´nt/, /a-pa-rent/ adj 1 easily seen, evident. 2 seeming but not necessarily real.


apparently /´»pEr´ntlI/, /a-pa-rent-lee/ adv evidently, seemingly.


appeal /´»pi˘l/, /a-peel/ vb 1 to make an earnest and strong request for. 2 to carry (a law case) to a higher court. 3 to interest, to please. • also n.


appear /´»pi˘r/, /a-peer/ vb 1 to come into sight. 2 to seem. • n appearance.


appease /´»pi˘z/, /a-peez/ vb 1 to calm, to make peaceful. 2 to satisfy by giving what is wanted. • n appeasement.


append /´»pEnd/, /a-pend/ vb to add, to attach.


appendage /´»pEndIdZ/, /a-pen-dige/ n 1 something added or attached. 2 something forming a part or attached to something larger or more important.


appendicitis /´«pEndI»saItIs/, /a-pend-ih-sie-tis/ n a painful disease of the appendix, requiring surgical removal.


appendix /´»pEndIks/, /a-pen-diks/ n (pl appendixes or appendices) 1 information added at the end of a book. 2 in your digestive system, a short, closed tube leading off the bowels.


appetite /»Qp´«t´It/, /a-pe-tite/ n desire to have something, especially food or pleasure.


appetizer /-«taIz´r/, /a-pe-tize-er/ n, also appetiser something eaten or drunk to stimulate the appetite.


appetizing /-«taIzIN/, /a-pe-tize-ing/ adj, also appetising increasing the desire for food.


applaud /´»plÅd/, /a-plod/ vb 1 to praise by clapping or shouting. 2 to praise. • n applause.


apple /»Qp´l/, /a-pl/ n 1 a tree with many varieties, and pink or white blossom. 2 the sweet fruit of this tree.


appliance /´»plaI´ns/, /a-plie-anse/ n an instrument intended for some particular use.


applicable /´»plIk´b´l/, /a-pli-ca-bl/ adj that may be applied, suitable under the circumstances. • n applicability.


applicant /»QplIk´nt/, /a-plic-ant/ n someone who asks for, a person who applies for or makes a formal request for.


application /«QplI»keIS´n/, /a-pli-cay-shon/ n 1 the act of applying. 2 a formal request. 3 perseverance, hard work.


apply /´»plaI/, /a-ply/ vb 1 to put or spread on. 2 to use. 3 to pay attention (to), to concentrate. 4 to ask for, to put in a formal request for. 5 to concern or be relevant to.


appoint /´»pçInt/, /a-point/ vb 1 to choose for a job or position. 2 (fml) to fix or decide on.


appointment /´»pçIntm´nt/, /a-point-ment/ n 1 a post or position. 2 a meeting arranged for a certain time.


appraisal /´»preIz´l/, /a-prase-al/ n the assessment of the value or quality of.


appraise /´»preIz/, /a-prase/ vb to judge the value, quality, ability, etc, of.


appreciable /´»pri˘S´b´l/, /a-pree-sha-bl/ adj enough to be noticed. • adv appreciably.


appreciate /´»pri˘Si«eIt/, /a-pree-shee-ate/ vb 1 to recognize the value or good qualities of, to enjoy. 2 to understand fully, to recognize. 3 to be grateful for. 4 to rise in value.


appreciation /´«pri˘Si»eIS´n/, /a-pree-shee-ay-shon/ n 1 a good or just opinion of. 2 gratitude. 3 understanding. 4 increase in value.


appreciative /´»pri˘S´tIv/, /a-pree-sha-tive/ adj 1 willing to understand and praise justly. 2 grateful. • adv appreciatively.


apprehend /«QprI»hEnd/, /a-pre-hend/ vb (fml) to arrest, to seize.


apprehension /«QprI»hEnS´n/, /a-pre-hen-shon/ n 1 fear, dread. 2 (fml) arrest, seizure. 3 (fml) understanding.


apprehensive /«QprI»hEnsIv/, /a-pre-hen-sive/ adj afraid of what may happen.


apprentice /´»prEntIs/, /a-pren-tiss/ n someone who is learning a trade or skill while working at it. • vb to bind by agreement to serve as an apprentice.


apprenticeship /´»prEntIs«Sip/, /a-pren-tiss-ship/ n the time served as an apprentice.


approach /´»pro˘tS/, /a-proch/ vb 1 to move nearer (to). 2 to seek an opportunity to speak to someone. • n 1 act of approaching. 2 the way leading to a place.


approachable /´»pro˘tS´b´l/, /a-pro-cha-bl/ adj 1 able to be approached. 2 easy to speak to.


approbation /«Qpr´»beIS´n/, /a-pro-bay-shon/ n praise, approval.


appropriate /´»pro˘pri´t/, /a-pro-pree-ate/ vb 1 to take and use as your own. 2 to set apart for a particular purpose or use. • adj /a-pro-pree-it/ suitable. • adv appropriately. • n appropriation, appropriateness.


approve /´»pru˘v/, /a-proov/ vb 1 to think well of, to accept as good. 2 to agree to, to accept. • n approval. • on approval for a period of trial before purchase.


approximate /´»prÅksIm´t/, /a-prok-si-mat/ vb to come near to. • adj nearly correct.


approximately /´»prÅksIm´tl´/, /a-prok-si-mat-lee/ adv nearly.


approximation /´«prÅksI»meIS´n/, /a-prok-si-may-shon/ n a nearly correct result.


apricot /»QprI«kÅt, »eIpri-/, /ay-pri-cot, a-pri-cot/ n an orange-yellow fruit of the peach family.


April /»eIpr´l/, /ay-pril/ n the fourth month of the year.


apron /»eIpr´n/, /ay-pron/ n a garment or cloth worn in front to protect the clothes.


apt /Qpt/, /apt/ adj 1 suitable, appropriate. 2 ready to learn. 3 having a tendency to.


aptly /»QptlI/, /apt-lee/ adv appropriately.


aptitude /»QptI«tu˘d, -«tjU˘d/, /ap-ti-tood, -tyood/ n skill, cleverness.


aptness /»Qptn´s/, /apt-ness/ n suitability.


aquarium /´»kwEri´m/, /a-kwa-ree-um/ n (pl aquariums or aquaria) a tank for (live) fish and water animals and water plants.


aquatic /´»kwQtIk/, /a-kwa-tic/ adj 1 living or growing in water. 2 taking place in water.


aqueduct /»Qkw´«dåkt/, /a-kwi-duct/ n 1 a man-made channel for carrying water. 2 a bridge built to carry water.


aqueous /»eIkwi´s/, /ay-kwee-us/ adj of or like water, watery.


aquiline /»QkwI«laIn/, /a-kwi-leen/ adj hooked like the beak of an eagle.


Arabic /»Qr´bIk, »Er´-/, /a-ra-bic/ n a language spoken by people in North Africa and Middle Eastern countries. • adj describing the language and the countries in which it is spoken.


Arabic numerals /»Qr´bIk »nju˘mr´ls/, /a-ra-bic nyoo-mer-als/ n the numbers 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.


arable /»Qr´b´l/, /a-ra-bl/ adj suitable for ploughing.


arbiter /»ArbIt´r/, /ar-bi-ter/ n someone chosen by the parties concerned to settle a dispute, an umpire.


arbitrary /»Arb´«trEri/, /ar-bi-tre-ree/ adj 1 not decided by rules, laws, etc, but by a person’s own opinion. 2 uncontrolled, unrestrained. • adv arbitrarily.


arbitrate /»ArbI«treIt/, /ar-bi-trate/ vb to act as an umpire or referee, especially in a dispute. • n arbitrator, arbitration.


arbour /»Arb´r/, /ar-bor/ n, also arbor (US) a shady recess in a garden.


arc /Ark/, /ark/ n 1 a curve. 2 a part of the circumference of a circle.


arcade /Ar»keId/, /ar-cade/ n 1 a covered walk. 2 a covered street containing shops.


arch- /ArtS/, /arch/ prefix chief.


arch1 /ArtS/, /arch/ n a curved structure, usually supporting a bridge or roof.


arch2 /ArtS/, /arch/ adj cunning, roguish. • adv archly. • n archness.


archaeology /«ArkiÅ»l´dZi/, /ar-kee-aw-lo-jee/ n, also archeology (US) the study of the remains and monuments of ancient times. • adj archaeological, also archeological (US). • n archaeologist, also archeologist (US).


archaic /Ar»keIIk/, /ar-kay-ic/ adj 1 old-fashioned. 2 (of words) no longer in current use.


archaism /»ArkeIIz´m//, /ar-kay-ism/ n a word or expression not in present-day use.


archbishop /»ArtS»bIS´p/, /arch-bish-op/ n a chief bishop, with other bishops under his rule.


archeology US variant of archaeology.


archer /»ArtS´r/, /ar-cher/ n someone who uses a bow and arrow.


archery /»ArtS´ri/, /ar-cher-ee/ n the art of shooting with bow and arrow.


archipelago /ArkI»pEl´«go˘/, /ar-ki-pe-la-go/ n (pl archipelagos or archipelagoes) 1 a sea dotted with many islands. 2 a group of islands.


architect /»ArkI«tEkt/, /ar-ki-tect/ n 1 someone who plans buildings. 2 someone who plans, designs or creates something.


architecture /»ArkI«tEktS´r/, /ar-ki-tect-choor/ n 1 the art or science of planning or designing buildings. 2 a special fashion in building. • adj architectural.


archives /Ar»kaIvs/, /ar-kives/ npl 1 historical records. 2 the place where they are kept. • n archivist.


arctic /»ArktIk/, /arc-tic/ adj very cold.


Arctic /»ArtIk/, /arc-tic/ adj of north polar regions.


ardent /»Ard´nt/, /ar-dent/ adj eager, enthusiastic, passionate. • adv ardently.


arduous /»ArdZu˘´s/, /ar-joo-us/ adj difficult, requiring a lot of effort.


are /Er/, /ar/ vb the form of the verb be used with ‘you’, ‘we’ and ‘they’.


area /»Eri´/, /ay-ree-a/ n 1 any open space, place, region. 2 a subject, topic or activity. 3 the extent of a surface.


area code /»Eri´ ko˘d/, /ay-ree-a code/ n a number dialled to identify a particular area when telephoning.


arena /´»ri˘n´/, /a-ree-na/ n 1 an open space of ground for contests or games. 2 area of activity or conflict.


argue /»Argju˘/, /ar-gyoo/ vb 1 to give reasons for believing something to be true. 2 to discuss in an unfriendly or quarrelsome way. 3 to quarrel. • adj arguable.


argument /»ArgjUm´nt/, /ar-gyoo-ment/ n 1 reasons for holding a belief. 2 a dispute, an unfriendly discussion. 3 a quarrel. 4 a summary of a book.


argumentative /«Argju»mEnt´tIv/, /ar-gyoo-men-ta-tive/ adj given to discussing or disputing.


arid /»QrId/, /a-rid/ adj 1 very dry. 2 unproductive, uninteresting. • n aridity.


arise /´»raIz/, /a-rise/ vb (pt arose, pp arisen) 1 to come into being, to appear. 2 to result from. 3 (old) to get up.


aristocracy /«Qri»stÅkr´si/, /a-ri-stock-ra-see/ n 1 government by the nobility of birth. 2 the nobility.


aristocrat /»Qr´st´«krQt, /a-ri-sto-crat/ n a person of noble birth. • adj aristocratic.


arithmetic /´»rIT«m´ti˘k/, /a-rith-me-tic/ n the science of numbers; the art of working with numbers. • adj arithmetical.


ark /Ark/, /ark/ n 1 a wooden chest. 2 the Ark in the Old Testament of the Bible, the vessel in which Noah was saved from the Flood.


arm /Arm/, /arm/ n 1 one of the upper limbs, the part of the body from the shoulder to the hand. 2 anything resembling this. 3 the part of a garment that covers the arm. 4 power. 5 pl arms weapons or armour used in fighting. 6 pl the badge of a noble family, town, etc. • vb 1 to take up weapons. 2 to provide with weapons.


armada /Ar»mÅd´/, /ar-ma-da/ n a fleet of armed ships.


armadillo /«Arm´»dIlo˘/, /ar-ma-dil-ow/ n a South American animal with a bony protective shell.


armament /»Arm´m´nt/, /ar-ma-ment/ n the guns on a ship, tank, etc. • armaments pl all the weapons used in war.


armistice /»ArmItIs/, /ar-mi-stis/ n in war, an agreement to stop fighting for a time.


armlet /Arml´t/, /arm-let/ n a band worn round the arm.


armour /»Arm´r/, /ar-mor/ n, also armor (US) 1 protective covering. 2 (old) a metal covering worn by soldiers to protect their bodies. 3 the tank force of an army.


armoury /»Arm´ri/, /arm-ree/ n, also armory (US) a place for keeping weapons or armour.


armpit /»Arm«pIt/, /arm-pit/ n the hollow under the shoulder, between the arm and the body.


army /»Armi/, /ar-mee/ n 1 a large number of soldiers organized for war. 2 a large number of persons engaged on a common task.


aroma /´»ro˘m´/, /a-rome-a/ n a pleasant smell.


aromatic /«Er´»mQtik/, /a-rome-at-ic/ adj sweet-smelling.


aromatherapy /´«ro˘m´»TEr´pi/, /a-rome-a-ther-a-pee/ n therapy involving the use of aromatic oils, such as lavender oil.


around /´»raUnd/, /a-round/ prep 1 on all sides of or in a circle, about. 2 here and there, at several places in. 3 approximately. 4 near to. • adv 1 on every side, here and there. 2 in the surrounding area. 3 available. 4 in the opposite direction.


arouse /´»raUz/, /a-rouz/ vb 1 to stir up. 2 to make awake or active.


arrange /´»reIndZ/, /a-range/ vb 1 to put into order. 2 to make plans, to make preparations for. • n arrangement.


arrant /»Er´nt/, /a-rant/ adj thoroughly (bad), out-and-out.


arras /Q»r´s/, /a-ras/ n a hanging of ornamental cloth on a wall.


array /´»reI/, /a-ray/ vb 1 to set in order. 2 to dress up. • n 1 order. 2 dress.


arrears /´»ri˘rz/, /a-rirz/ npl that which remains unpaid or undone.


arrest /´»rEst/, /a-rest/ vb 1 to take as prisoner, especially in the name of the law. 2 (fml) to catch or attract. 3 to stop. • n 1 the act of stopping. 2 the act of arresting in the name of the law.


arrival /´»raIv´l/, /a-rive-al/ n 1 the act of arriving. 2 someone who arrives.


arrive /´»raIv/, /a-rive/ vb 1 to come. 2 to reach.


arrogant /»Er´g´nt/, /a-ro-gant/ adj proud, haughty. • n arrogance.


arrow /»Qro˘/, /a-ro/ n a pointed stick or similar missile for shooting from a bow.


arrowroot /»Qro˘«ru˘t/, /a-ro-root/ n a West Indian plant from which an edible starch is obtained.


arsenal /»Ars´n´l/, /ar-snal/ n a place where weapons of war are made or stored, usually on behalf of a government.


arsenic /»Ars´«nIk/, /ar-snic/ n a toxic chemical.


arson /»Ars´n/, /ar-son/ n the crime of setting fire to property on purpose.


art /Art/, /art/ n 1 a particular ability or skill. 2 (fml) cunning, trickery. 3 the practice of painting, sculpture and architecture, etc. 4 examples of painting, sculpture, etc. • the Arts subjects of study that are intended to broaden the mind rather than (or as well as) to teach practical skill.


artery /»Art´ri/, /ar-te-ree/ n a tube carrying blood from the heart.


artful /»ArtfUl/, /art-ful/ adj deceitful, cunning. • adv artfully.


art gallery /»Art «gAl´ri˘/, /art ga-le-ree/ n a public building where works of art are displayed.


artichoke /»Arti«tSo˘k/, /ar-ti-choke/ n 1 (globe artichoke) a tall plant, somewhat like a thistle, part of the leaves of which can be eaten. 2 (Jerusalem artichoke) a type of sunflower with edible underground stems.


article /»Art´k´l/, /ar-tic-l/ n 1 a thing. 2 an essay on a single topic in a newspaper, periodical, or encyclopedia. 3 a single item in a list or statement (e.g. a treaty). 4 pl a written agreement.


articulate /Ar»tikjul´t/, /ar-tic-yoo-lit/ adj 1 distinct, clear. 2 able to express yourself clearly. • vb 1 to join together. 2 to speak distinctly.


articulation /Ar«tIkju˘»leIS´n/, /ar-tic-yoo-lay-shon/ n 1 a joint. 2 the act of joining. 3 forming of sounds in speech.


artifice /»Art´«fIs/, /ar-ti-fis/ n 1 a trick. 2 trickery.


artificial /«Art´»fIS´l/, /ar-ti-fish-al/ adj 1 man-made and so not natural. 2 not genuine, unnatural. • n artificiality.


artillery /Ar»tIl´ri/, /ar-til-ree/ n 1 big guns. 2 the part of an army that cares for and fires such guns.


artisan /»Arti«zQn/, /ar-ti-zan/ n a skilled manual worker.


artist /»ArtIst/, /ar-tist/ n 1 a professional painter. 2 one skilled in some art. 3 an artiste.


artiste /Ar»ti˘st/, /ar-teest/ n a public entertainer, such as a professional singer or dancer.


artistic /Ar»tIstIk/, /ar-tis-tic/ adj 1 having to do with art or artists. 2 having or showing love for what is beautiful.


artistry /»ArtIstri/, /ar-tis-tree/ n artistic skill.


artless /»Artl´s/, /art-less/ adj simple, sincere. • adv artlessly.


asbestos /Qs»bEst´s/, /as-bes-tos/ n a soft white mineral that cannot burn.


ASBO, Asbo /»Azbo˘/, /az-bo/ (UK) abbr = anti-social behaviour order: an order made against a person who persists in anti-social behaviour.


ascend /´»sEnd/, /a-send/ vb (fml) 1 to go upward. 2 to climb.


ascent /´»sEnt/, /a-sent/ n (fml) 1 act of going up. 2 an upward slope.


ascribe /´»skraIb/, /a-scribe/ vb to explain as the result of something else.


ash1 /QS/, /ash/ n a type of forest tree.


ash2 /QS/, /ash/ n or ashes /»QS´z/, /ash-iz/ npl the dust left after anything has been burned.


ashamed /´»SeImd/, /a-shaymd/ adj feeling shame.


ashore /´»Sçr/, /a-shore/ adv on or to land.


ashtray /»QStreI/, /ash-tray/ n a small dish for cigarette ash.


aside /´»saId/, /a-side/ adv 1 on one side. 2 to one side, apart.


ask /Qsk/, /ask/ vb 1 to request. 2 to inquire.


askew /´»skju˘/, /a-skyoo/ adv to one side, crookedly.


asleep /´»slip/, /a-sleep/ adj, adv sleeping.


asp /Qsp/, /asp/ n a small poisonous snake.


asparagus /´»spQr´g´s/, /a-spa-ra-gus/ n a plant, the tops of which can be eaten as a vegetable.


aspect /»Qs«pEkt/, /a-spect/ n 1 (fml) appearance. 2 the direction in which a building, etc, faces. 3 a particular part or feature of something.


Asperger’s syndrome /»Qs«bErg´rs »sIndro˘m/, /as-per-gerz sin-drome/ n a disorder in which people have difficulty with social relationships.


aspen /»Qsp´n/, /a-spen/ n a type of poplar tree.


asphalt /»Qs«fÅlt/, /ass-folt/ n a type of pitch used in road-making.


asphyxiate /QsfIksi«eIt/, /ass-fik-see-ate/ vb to choke, to suffocate. • n asphyxiation.


aspiration /«QspI»reIS´n/, /ass-pi-ray-shon/ n eager desire, ambition.


aspire /´»spaIr/, /a-spire/ vb to try very hard to reach (something ambitious, difficult, etc).


aspirin /»QspI«rIn, -«prIn/, /a-sprin/ n a drug that relieves pain.


ass1 /Qs/, /ass/ n 1 a long-eared domestic animal of the horse family; also known as a donkey. 2 a foolish person.


ass2 /Qs/, /ass/ n (sl) the bottom.


assail /´»seIl/, /a-sale/ vb (fml) to attack.


assailant /´»seIl´nt/, /a-sale-ant/ n an attacker.


assassin /´»sQsIn/, /a-sass-in/ n someone who kills by surprise or secretly.


assassinate /´»sQsIn«eIt/, /a-sass-in-ate/ vb to murder by surprise or treachery, often for political reasons. • n assassination.


assault /´»sÅlt/, /a-solt/ n a sudden violent attack. • vb to attack.


assay /»QseI/, /a-say/ n a test of the quality of a metal, to find out whether it is pure or an alloy. • vb to test the quality, especially of metals.


assemble /Q»sEmb´l/, /a-sem-bl/ vb 1 to bring or put together. 2 to come together. • n assemblage.


assembly /Q»sEmbli/, /a-sem-blee/ n a gathering of people to discuss and take decisions.


assent /´»sEnt/, /a-sent/ vb to agree. • n consent; permission.


assert /´»s´rt/, /a-sert/ vb to state firmly. • assert yourself to stand up for your rights.


assertion /´»s´rS´n/, /a-ser-shon/ n a firm statement.


assertive /´»s´rtIv/, /a-ser-tive/ adj confident, tending to assert yourself.


assess /´»sEs/, /a-sess/ vb 1 to fix an amount payable. 2 to estimate the value, worth, quality, etc, of. • n assessor.


assessment /-m´nt/, /a-sess-ment/ n the amount or value fixed.


asset /»QsEts/, /a-set/ n a help, an advantage.


assets /»QsEts/, /a-sets/ npl the entire property of a person or company.


assign /´»saIn/, /a-sine/ vb 1 to give as a share, duty, task, etc. 2 to appoint. 3 to fix, to name.


assignment /´»saInm´nt/, /a-sine-ment/ n 1 the share or amount (of work, etc) given to a person or group. 2 a piece of homework.


assimilate /´»sIm´«leIt/, /a-sim-i-late/ vb to take in and absorb. • n assimilation.


assist /´»sIst/, /a-sist/ vb to help.


assistance /´»sIst´ns/, /a-sis-tanse/ n help, aid.


assistant /´»sIst´nt/, /a-sis-tant/ n a helper.


associate /´»so˘Si«eIt/ vt; /´»so˘S´t/, /a-so-she-ate/ vb 1 to keep company with, to join with. 2 to join or connect in the mind. • n a companion, a partner, a colleague.


association /´»so˘si»eIS´n/, /a-so-she-ay-shon/ n 1 act of associating. 2 a group of persons meeting for a common purpose. 3 the bringing together of connected ideas.


assorted /Q»sÅrtId/, /a-sor-ted/ adj mixed. • ill-assorted badly matched.


assortment /Q»sÅrtm´nt/, /a-sort-ment/ n a mixed collection.


assume /´»su˘m, -»sju˘m/, /a-soom -syoom/ vb 1 to take for granted. 2 to take over. 3 (fml) to put on, to pretend. 4 (fml) to take on, to begin to have.


assumption /´»såmpS´n/, /a-sum-shon/ n 1 act of assuming. 2 something supposed, but not proved, to be true.


assurance /´»SUr´ns/, /a-shoo-ranse/ n 1 confidence. 2 a promise.


assure /´»SUr/, /a-shoor/ vb 1 to make certain. 2 to tell as a sure fact, to state positively.


assuredly /´»Sur´dli/, /a-shoo-rid-lee/ adv certainly.


aster /»Qst´r/, /as-ter/ n a flower with the shape of a star.


asterisk /»Qst´rIsk/, /a-ster-isk/ n a star-shaped mark (*) used in printing.


asthma /»Qzm´/, /az-ma/ n a disease marked by difficulty in breathing. • adj asthmatic.


astonish /´»stÅnIS/, /a-ston-ish/ vb to surprise greatly, to amaze. • n astonishment.


astound /´»staUnd/, /a-stound/ vb to shock with surprise, to surprise greatly.


astral /»Qstr´l/, /a-stral/ adj belonging to the stars.


astray /´»streI/, /a-stray/ adv out of the right way.


astride /´»straId/, /a-stride/ adv with the legs apart or on each side of a thing.


astringent /´»strIndZ´nt/, /a-strin-jent/ adj 1 helping to close open wounds, cuts, or pores. 2 stern, severe. • n astringency.


astrology /´»strÅl´dZi/, /a-strol-o-jee/ n the study of the stars in order to learn about future events. • n astrologer.


astronaut /»Qstr´«nÅt/, /a-stre-nawt/ n a member of the crew of a spaceship.


astronomical /«Qstr´»nÅmIk´l/, /a-stre-no-mi-cal/ adj 1 connected with astronomy. 2 extraordinarily large.


astronomy /´»strÅn´mi/, /a-straw-ne-mee/ n the scientific study of the stars. • n astronomer.


astute /´»stju˘t/, /a-styoot/ adj clever, shrewd. • n astuteness.


asylum /´»saIl´m/, /a-sie-lem/ n 1 a place of refuge or safety. 2 (old) a home for the care of helpless or mentally ill people.


ate /´It/, pt of eat.


atheism /»eITi«Iz´m/, /ay-thee-izm/ n the belief that there is no God.


atheist /»eITi«st/, /ay-thee-ist/ n someone who believes that there is no God. • adj atheistic.


athlete /»QTli˘t/, /ath-leet/ n someone good at sports, especially outdoor sports.


athletic /QT»lEtIk/, /ath-let-ic/ adj 1 having to do with sport or athletics. 2 physically strong and active.


athletics /QT»lEtIks/, /ath-let-ics/ npl 1 sporting activities. 2 competitive athletic events that involve running, jumping or throwing.


atlas /»Qtl´s/, /at-lass/ n a book of maps.


ATM (see 1) /«eIti˘Em/, /ay-tee-em/ abbr = automated/automatic teller machine: a cash machine that allows you to take money from your bank account using a card and a PIN.


atmosphere /»Qtm´s«fi˘r/, /at-mes-fear/ n 1 the air surrounding planet Earth. 2 the gas surrounding any star. 3 the air in a particular place. 4 the feelings given rise to by an incident, place, story, etc; mood.


atmospheric /«Qtm´s»fErik/, /at-mes-fer-ic/ adj 1 connected with the air. 2 creating a certain atmosphere or mood.


atoll /»QtÅl/, /a-tawl/ n a ring-shaped coral island.


atom /»Qt´m/, /a-tom/ n 1 the smallest possible particle of an element that can be shown to have the properties of that element. 2 anything very small.


atomic /´»tÅmIk/, /a-tom-ic/ adj connected with atoms.


atomic energy /´»tÅmIk »E˘n´dZi/, /a-tom-ic e-ner-jee/ n the power obtained by separating the electrical units in an atom.


atone /´»to˘n/, /a-tone/ vb to make up for, to pay for a wrong. • n atonement.


atrocious /´»tro˘S´s/, /a-tro-shess/ adj 1 very cruel or wicked. 2 very bad.


atrocity /´»trÅsIti/, /a-traw-se-tee/ n a very cruel act.


attach /´»tQtS/, /a-tach/ vb to join (by tying, sticking, etc).


attaché /QtQ»SeI/, /a-ta-shay/ n an official at an embassy.


attaché case /QtQ»SeI »keIs/ /a-ta-shay case/ n a small case for papers, etc.


attached /´»tQtSt/, /a-tachd/ adj 1 joined onto. 2 fond of.


attachment /´»tQtSm´nt/, /a-tach-ment/ n 1 something joined on. 2 fondness.


attack /´»tQk/, /a-tack/ vb 1 to use force against, to begin to fight against. 2 to speak or act strongly against. 3 to begin to deal with vigorously, to tackle. • also n. • n attacker.


attain /´»teIn/, /a-tane/ vb to reach.


attainable /´»teIn´b´l/, /a-tay-na-bl/ adj able to be reached.


attainment /´»teInm´nt/, /a-tane-ment/ n 1 act of attaining. 2 something, such as a skill or ability, learned successfully.


attempt /´»tEmpt/, /a-tempt/ vb to try to do. • n an effort.


attend /´»tEnd/, /a-tend/ vb 1 to be present at. 2 to take care of. 3 (fml) to fix the mind on. 4 to wait on.


attendance /´»tEnd´ns/, /a-ten-dense/ n 1 presence. 2 the persons present.


attendant /´»tEnd´nt/, /a-ten-dent/ n 1 someone who waits on another. 2 a servant.


attendee /´tEn»di˘/, /a-ten-dee/ n someone who is present.


attention /´»tEnS´n/, /a-ten-shen/ n 1 care. 2 heed, notice. 3 concentration.


attentive /´»tEntIv/, /a-ten-tiv/ adj giving attention, paying heed.


attest /´»tEst/, /a-test/ vb to bear witness to, to vouch for. • n attestation.


attic /»QtIk/, /a-tic/ n a room just under the roof of a house.


attire /´»taIr/, /a-tire/ vb to dress. • n dress.


attitude /»QtI«tu˘d, »QtI«tju˘d/, /a-ti-tood, -tyood/ n 1 position of the body. 2 way of thinking or behaving.


attorney /´»t´rni/, /a-ter-ney/ n (US) a lawyer. • power of attorney the legal right to act on another’s behalf.


attract /´»trQkt/, /a-tract/ vb 1 to cause to come nearer. 2 to cause to like or desire. 3 to arouse.


attraction /´»trQkS´n/, /a-tract-shen/ n 1 act of attracting. 2 the power to attract. 3 something that attracts.


attractive /´»trQktIv/, /a-trac-tiv/ adj 1 having the power to attract, interesting, pleasing, etc. 2 good-looking, pretty, handsome.


attributable /´»trIbju˘t´b´l/, /a-tri-byoo-ta-bl/ adj able to be attributed.


attribute /´»trIbju˘t/, /a-tri-byoot/ vb 1 to think of as being caused by. 2 to regard as being made, written, etc, by. • n attribute /»QtrIbju˘t/, /a-tri-byoot/ a quality, a characteristic.


attune /´»tju˘n, ´»tu˘n/, /a-tyoon, -toon/ vb to make to agree, bring into harmony.


ATV /«eIti˘vi˘/, /ay-tee-vee/ abbr = all-terrain vehicle: a vehicle like a motorcycle but with three wheels or more that can be driven over rough ground.


aubergine /»o˘b´r«Zi˘n/, /oh-ber-dzjine/ n a vegetable with a shiny, dark purple skin, often egg-shaped or long and pear-shaped, used in cooking.


auburn /»Åb´rn/, /aw-bern/ adj reddish brown.


auction /»ÅkS´n/, /awk-shen/ n a public sale at which an object is sold to the person offering the highest price or bid.


auctioneer /«ÅkS´»ni˘r/, /awk-she-neer/ n the person who conducts the sale at an auction.


audacious /Å»deIS´s/, /aw-day-shess/ adj 1 bold, daring. 2 bold, shameless. • n audacity.


audible /»ÅdIb´l/, /aw-de-bl/ adj able to be heard. • n audibility.


audience /»Ådi´ns/, /aw-dee-ense/ n 1 the people who listen (e.g. to a speech, concert, etc.). 2 an interview granted by a ruler or person of high authority.


audition /Å»dIS´n/, /aw-di-shen/ n a test given to an actor or musician to see how good he or she is.


auditorium /«ÅdI»tçri´m/, /aw-di-to-ree-um/ n the part of a hall open to the audience.


auditory /»ÅdI«tçri/, /aw-di-to-ree/ adj having to do with the sense of hearing.


augment /Åg»mEnt/, /awg-ment/ vb to increase. • n augmentation.


august /Å»gåst/, /aw-gust/ adj (fml) noble, worthy of reverence.


August /»Åg´st/, /aw-gust/ n the eighth month of the year.


auk /Åk/, /awk/ n a northern sea bird expert at swimming and diving.


aunt /Qnt/, /ant/ n the sister of someone’s mother or father.


au pair /o˘»pEr/, /aw pair/ n a young person from abroad who helps with childcare and domestic work in exchange for board and a small salary.


aural /»çr´l/, /aw-ral/ adj having to do with the ear or hearing.


aurora /´»rçr´/, /aw-ro-ra/ n 1 an atmospheric phenomenon creating waves of light moving across the sky. 2 (lit) the dawn.


aurora australis /-Å»strQlIs/, /aw-ro-ra/ or the southern lights the aurora sometimes seen in the sky around the South Pole.


aurora borealis /-«bçri»QlIs/, /aw-ro-ra/ or the northern lights the aurora sometimes seen in the sky around the North Pole.


auspicious /Å»spIS´s/, /aw-spi-shess/ adj promising future good.


austere /Å»sti˘r/, /aw-steer/ adj 1 simple and severe. 2 stern. 3 plain, without decoration. • n austerity.


authentic /Å»TEntik/, /aw-then-tic/ adj true, genuine. • n authenticity.


authenticate /Å»TEntI«keIt/, /aw-then-ti-cate/ vb to show the authenticity of, to prove genuine.


author /»ÅT´r/, /aw-ther/ n 1 a writer of books, etc. 2 (fml) a person who creates or begins something. • n authorship.


authoritative /´»TÅrI»teItIv/, /a-tho-re-tay-tiv/ adj 1 having or showing power. 2 reliable, providing trustworthy information.


authority /´»TÅrIti/, /a-tho-re-tee/ n 1 the power or right to rule or give orders. 2 a person or group of persons having this power or right.


authorize /»ÅT´«raIz/, /aw-the-rize/ vb, also authorise to give to another the right or power to do something.


autism /»ÅtIz´m/, /aw-ti-zum/ n a condition in which someone has unusual difficulty in communicating or in relating to other people or the world around him or her. • adj autistic.


auto- /»Åto˘/, /aw-toe/ prefix self.


autobiography /«Åto˘baI»Ågr´fi/, /aw-to-bie-aw-gre-fee/ n the story of a person’s life written by himself or herself.


autograph /»Åt´«grQf/, /aw-to-graf/ n a person’s own handwriting or signature.


automated/automatic teller machine see ATM.


automatic /«Åt´»mQtIk/, /aw-to-ma-tic/ adj 1 working by itself. 2 done without thought. • adv automatically.


automation /«Åt´»meIS´n/, /aw-to-may-shun/ n the act of replacing human labour by machines.


autopsy /»Å«tÅpsi/, /aw-top-see/ (esp US) n an examination of a dead body to discover the cause of death. • also postmortem.


autumn /»Åt´m/, /aw-tum/ n the season between summer and winter. • also fall (US).


autumnal /Å»tåmn´l/, /aw-tum-nal/ adj having to do with the autumn.


auxiliary /Åg»zIlj´ri/, /og-zil-ye-ree/ n a person or thing that helps. • also adj.


avail /´»veIl/, /a-vail/ vb to make use of. • n use, help.


available /´»veIl´b´l/, /a-vail-e-bl/ adj at hand if wanted.


avalanche /»Qv´«lQntS/, /a-ve-lansh/ n 1 a great mass of snow, earth and ice sliding down a mountain. 2 a great amount.


avarice /»Qv´rIs/, /a-va-riss/ n greed for gain and riches. • adj avaricious.


avenge /´»vEndZ/, /a-vendge/ vb to take revenge for a wrong. • n avenger.


avenue /»Qv´«nju˘/, /a-ven-yoo/ n 1 a way of approach. 2 a broad street. 3 a double row of trees, with or without a road between them.


average /»QvrIdZ/, /a-ve-ridge/ n the figure found by dividing the total of a set of numbers by the number of numbers in the set. • adj 1 calculated by finding the average of various amounts, etc. 2 ordinary. • vb to find the average.


averse /´»v´rs/, /a-verse/ adj not in favour of.


aversion /´»v´rZ´n/, /a-ver-shen/ n 1 dislike. 2 something disliked.


avert /´»v´rt/, /a-vert/ vb to turn away.


aviary /»eIvi«Eri/, /ay-vee-a-ree/ n a place for keeping birds.


aviation /«eIvi»eIS´n/, /ay-vee-ay-shun/ n the science of flying aircraft.


aviator /»eIvi«eIt´r/, /ay-vee-ay-tor/ n an airman.


avid /»QvId/, /a-vid/ adj eager, keen. • n avidity.


avocado /«Qv´»kÅdo˘/, /a-ve-ka-do/ n a pear-shaped fruit with a hard, dark green skin, soft, pale green flesh and a large stone, used in salads, etc.


avoid /´»vçId/, /a-voyd/ vb to keep away from. • adj avoidable. • n avoidance.


await /´»weIt/, /a-wate/ vb (fml) to wait for.


awake /´»weIk/, /a-wake/ vb (pt awoke, pp awoken) 1 (fml) to rouse from sleep. 2 (fml) to stop sleeping. 3 to stir up, to rouse. • adj 1 not sleeping. 2 aware of, conscious of.


awaken /´»weIk´n/, /a-way-ken/ vb 1 to awake. 2 to rouse.


award /´»wçrd/, /a-ward/ vb to give after judgment or examination. • n what is awarded, a prize.


aware /´»wEr/, /a-ware/ adj 1 having knowledge of, interested, concerned. 2 conscious of.


awe /Å/, /aw/ n fear mixed with respect or wonder.


awesome /»Ås´m/, /aw-sum/ adj 1 causing awe. 2 (inf) excellent, marvellous.


awful /»Åf´l/, /aw-ful/ adj 1 very bad or unpleasant, terrible. 2 (inf) very great. 3 (old or lit) causing awe.


awfully /»Åf´li, »çfli/, /aw-ful-lee/ adv (inf) very.


awkward /»Åkw´rd/, /aw-kward/ adj 1 clumsy, unskilled. 2 difficult to use or deal with. 3 inconvenient. • adv awkwardly.


awoke /´»wo˘k/, /a-woke/ pt of awake. • pp awoken.


axe /Qks/, /aks/ n, also ax (US) a tool for hewing or chopping. • n 1 to dismiss someone suddenly. 2 to end or cancel something suddenly.


axiom /»Qksi´m/, /ak-see-em/ n a statement accepted as true without need for proof.


axis /»QksIs/, /ak-sis/ n (pl axes) the straight line, real or imaginary, on which a body turns.


axle /»Qks´l/, /aks-l/ or axle-tree n the pole on which a wheel turns.


Aztec /»QztEk/, /az-teck/ n an ancient Mexican Indian people who created a great civilization.


azure /»QZj´r, »eIZ´r/, /azh-yer, ayzsh-er/ adj sky-blue. • n 1 a bright blue colour. 2 the sky.




B


B, b /»bi/, /bee/ 1 the second letter of the English alphabet. 2 the seventh note of the scale of C major.


babble /»bQb´l/, /ba-bl/ vb 1 to make indistinct sounds. 2 to chatter continuously and without making a lot of sense. 3 to make a sound as of running water. • n 1 indistinct sounds. 2 foolish chatter. 3 murmur, as of a stream.


babe /beIb/, /babe/ n 1 a baby. 2 (sl) a pretty young woman.


baboon bQ»bu˘n/, /ba-boon/ n a type of large African monkey.


baby /»beIbi/, /bay-bee/ n the young of a person or animal.


babysitter /»beIbi«sIt´r/ /bay-bee-sit-er/ n a person who is paid to look after someone else’s children for a short time. • vb babysit.


bachelor /»bQtS´l´r/, /bach-i-lor/ n 1 an unmarried man. 2 someone who has passed certain university examinations.


back /bQk/, /back/ n the part of the body, from the bottom of the neck to the base of the spine. 2 the rear or hind part of something. • also adj, adv. • vb 1 to go or move backward. 2 to support.


backbone /»bQk«bo˘n/, /back-bone/ n 1 spine. 2 firmness, determination. 3 chief support.


backer /»bQk´r/, /back-er/ n a supporter or helper.


backfire /»bQk«faIr/, /bak-fire/ n an explosive noise made by a motor vehicle. • vb 1 to explode. 2 (of a plan) to go wrong in such a way that it harms its maker.


backgammon /»bQk«gQm´n/, /back-ga-mon/ n a board game played with counters and dice.


background /»bQk«graUnd/, /back-ground/ n 1 the area behind the principal persons in a picture, scene, or conversation. 2 a series of events leading up to something. 3 a person’s origins, upbringing, education, etc.


backhand /»bQk«hQnd/, /back-hand/ n 1 writing in which the letters slope backward. 2 in tennis, a stroke played with the back of the hand turned outward.


backhanded /»bQk«hQnd´d, bQk»hQnd´d/, /back-hand-ded/ adj 1 made with the back of the hand. 2 indirect and sometimes with a double meaning.


backpack /»bQk«pQk/, /back-pack/ n a large bag with straps, carried on the back by hikers, etc to hold their luggage. • vb to travel from place to place with your belongings in a backpack. • n backpacker.


backstroke /»bQk«stro˘k/, /back-stroke/ n in swimming, a stroke where the swimmer floats on his or her back.


backward /»bQk«w´rd/, /back-ward/ adj behind others in progress or development. • variant of backwards. • n backwardness.


backwards /»bQk««w´rdz/, /back-wards/ or backward adv 1 towards the back. 2 in reverse of the usual orientation or order. 3 towards the original starting point.


backwater /»bQk«wÅt´r/, /back-wat-er/ n 1 a piece of water supplied by a river, but away from its current. 2 a remote place, unaffected by modern progress.


backwoods /»bQk«wUdz/, /back-woods/ npl land not cleared of forest.


bacon /»beIk´n/, /bay-con/ n meat taken from the back and sides of a pig, often salted or smoked.


bacteria /bQk»ti˘ri´/, /back-tee-ree-a/ npl (sing bacterium /bac-tee-ree-um/) very tiny living things that are often the cause of disease.


bacteriology /bQk«tIri»Ål´dZi/, /bac-tee-ree-ol-o-jee/ n the study of bacteria. • n bacteriologist.


bad /bQd/, /bad/ adj 1 not good. 2 naughty, mischievous. 3 serious. 4 rotten or spoiled. 5 sorry, apologetic. • adj worse, worst.


badge /bQdZ/, /badge/ n something worn as a sign of membership, office, rank, etc.


badger /bQdZ´r/, /ba-jer/ n a night animal that lives in a burrow. • vb to worry, to pester.


badminton /»bQdmInt´n/, /bad-min-ton/ n a game played with shuttlecocks batted with rackets across a net.


bad-tempered /bQd tEmp´rd/, /bad-tem-perd/ adj frequently cross.


baffle /»bQf´l/, /ba-fl/ vb 1 to puzzle, to bewilder. 2 to make someone’s efforts useless. • n bafflement.


bag /bQg/, /bag/ n a container for carrying things. • vb (bagged, bagging) 1 to put into a bag. 2 (inf) to take possession of. 3 to catch or kill. 4 to hang loosely, to bulge.


bagel /»beIg´l/, /bay-gl/ n a ring-shaped bread roll that has a shiny surface.


baggage /»bQgIdZ/, /ba-gidge/ n luggage.


baggy /»bQgi/, /ba-gee/ adj 1 loose. 2 out of shape.


bagpipes /»bQg«paIps/, /bag-pipes/ npl a musical wind instrument in which a bag serves as bellows.


baguette /bQ»gEt/, /ba-get/ n a long crusty loaf of bread.


bail1 /beIl/, /bale/ n 1 someone ready to pay a sum of money to obtain freedom for a person charged with a crime until the day of his or her trial. 2 money paid to release someone from jail, which is lost if the person does not appear for trial. • vb bail out to help someone out, usually by giving them money.


bail2 /beIl/, /bale/ n a small bar placed on the top of the stumps in cricket.


bail3 /beIl/, /bale/ vb to throw water out of a boat, a little at a time.


bailiff /»beIlIf/, /bay-lif/ n an official who takes charge of prisoners when they appear in court.


bait /beIt/, /bate/ n 1 food to trap or attract animals or fish. 2 a temptation. • vb 1 to put bait on a hook or in a trap. 2 to torment.


bake /beIk/, /bake/ vb 1 to dry, to harden by fire. 2 to cook in an oven.


baker /»beIk´r/, /bay-ker/ n one who makes or sells bread.


bakery /»beIk´ri/, /bay-ker-ee/ n a place where bread is made.


baking powder /»beIkIN «paU´d´r/, /bay-king pow-der/ n a powder, usually containing baking soda and an acid, used instead of yeast in baking to make bakery products rise.


baking soda /»beIkIN «s´UdQ/, /bay-king so-da/ n another name for the alkaline chemical sodium bicarbonate, or sodium hydrogen carbonate, used in cookery as a raising agent. • also known as bicarbonate of soda.


balalaika /«bQl´»laIk´/, /ba-la-lie-ka/ n a type of guitar used in Russia.


balance /»bQl´ns/, /ba-lanse/ n 1 a pair of weighing scales. 2 equality of weight, power, etc. 3 a state of physical steadiness. 4 a state of mental or emotional steadiness. 5 the difference between the amount of money possessed and the amount owed. • vb 1 to make equal. 2 to keep steady or upright. 3 to add up two sides of an account to show the difference between them. • in the balance doubtful; about to be decided.


balcony /»bQlk´ni/, /bal-co-nee/ n 1 a railed platform outside a window or along the wall of a building. 2 an upper floor in a hall or theatre.


bald /bÅld/, /bawld/ adj 1 without hair. 2 bare, without the usual or required covering. 3 plain. • n baldness.


bald eagle /»bÅld ig´l/, /bawld ee-gl/ n an eagle with a brown body and white feathers on its head.


balderdash /»bÅld´r«dQS/, /bawld-er-dash/ n senseless talk, nonsense.


bale /beIl/, /bale/ n a large bundle or package.


balk /bÅlk/, /bawlk/, also baulk n a large beam of timber. • vb to stop short of, to be reluctant or unwilling to be involved in.


ball1 /bÅl/, /bawl/ n 1 anything round in shape. 2 a round or roundish object used in games. 3 a rounded part of something.


ball2 /bÅl/, /bawl/ n a party held for the purpose of dancing. • n ballroom.


ballad /»bQl´d/, /ba-lad/ n 1 a simple poem relating a popular incident. 2 a short, romantic song.


ballast /»bQl´st/, /ba-last/ n heavy material carried in a ship or other vehicle to keep it steady.


ball-bearings /bÅl »beIrINz/, /bawl-bay-rings/ npl small metal balls that help a machine to work more smoothly.


ballerina /«bQl´»ri˘n´/, /ba-le-ree-na/ n a female ballet dancer.


ballet /»bQleI, bQ»leI/, /ba-lay, ba-lay/ n a performance in which dancing, actions and music are combined to tell a story.


ball game /»bÅl geIm/, /bawl game/ n 1 any game played with a ball. 2 a baseball game. 3 (inf) any situation.


ball park /»bÅl pQrk/, bawl park/ n 1 a field where baseball is played. 2 ball park figure a number that is close to, but not exactly the same as, the correct amount. • in the right ball park a figure that is close to the right amount.


balloon /b´»lu˘n/, /ba-loon/ n 1 a small brightly coloured rubber bag that can be blown up and used as a toy or as a decoration at parties, etc. 2 a large bag of light material that floats in the air when filled with air or light gas, with a large basket hanging below for carrying passengers. • n balloonist.


ballot /»bQl´t/, /ba-lot/ n a way of voting secretly by putting marked cards into a box. • also vb. • n ballot box.


ballpoint /»bÅl pçInt/, /bawl-point/ n a pen that writes by means of a small rotating ball fed by a tube of ink.


balm /»bÅm/, /bahm/ n 1 a sweet-smelling oil. 2 a pain-relieving ointment. 3 something that heals or soothes.


balmy /»bÅmi/, /bahm-ee/ adj gentle, soft.


balsa /»bÅls´/, /bawl-sa/ n a tree with light, corky wood.


balsam /»bÅls´m/, /bawl-sam/ n 1 a flowering plant. 2 a sweet-smelling, healing oil.


bamboo /bQm»bu˘/, /bam-boo/ n a giant tropical reed from which canes, etc, are made.


ban /bQn/, /ban/ n an order forbidding something. • vb (banned, banning) to forbid.


banal /b´»nQl/, /ban-al/ adj unoriginal, commonplace; uninteresting. • n banality.


banana /b´»nQn´/, /ba-na-na/ n a tropical fruit that is yellow in colour, long and curved.


banana split /b´»nQn´ splIt/, /ba-na-na split/ n a dessert that includes a banana, halved lengthwise, with ice cream, whipped cream, nuts and syrup.


band1 /bQnd/, /band/ n 1 anything used to bind or tie together. 2 a strip of cloth round anything.


band2 /bQnd/, /band/ n a group of persons united for a purpose, especially to play music together. • vb to join.


bandage /»bQndIdZ/, /ban-dage/ n a strip of cloth used in dressing a wound or injury. • also vb.


bandanna, bandana /bQn»dQn´/, /ban-da-na/ n a brightly coloured handkerchief often worn over the head or around the neck.


bandit /»bQndIt/, /ban-dit/ n an outlaw, a robber.


bandy1 /»bQndi/, /ban-dee/ vb 1 to bandy words to quarrel. 2 to bandy about/around to mention something.


bandy2 /»bQndi/, /ban-dee/, bandy-legged /ban-dee leg-(e)d/ adj having legs curving outward.


bane /beIn/, /bane/ n a cause of ruin or annoyance.


baneful /»beIn«f´l/, /bane-ful/ adj causing harm, hurtful.


bang /bQN/, /bang/ n 1 a sudden loud noise. 2 a blow or knock. • vb 1 to close with a bang. 2 to hit or strike violently, often making a loud noise. 3 to make a sudden loud noise. • npl (US) a fringe of hair over the forehead. • see also big bang.


bangle /»bQNg´l/, /bang-gl/ n a ring worn around the wrist or ankle.


banish /»bQnIS/, /ban-ish/ vb 1 to order to leave the country. 2 to drive away. • n banishment.


banister /»bQnIst´r/, /ban-iss-ter/ n a post or row of posts supporting a rail at the side of a staircase.


banjo /»bQndZo˘/, /ban-jo/ n a stringed musical instrument played with the fingers.


bank /bQNk/, /bangk/ n 1 a ridge or mound of earth, etc. 2 the ground at the side of a river, lake, etc. 3 a place where money is put for safekeeping. • vb 1 to heap up. 2 to cover a fire with small coal to make it burn slowly. 3 to put money in a bank. 4 to make an aeroplane slope one wing tip down when turning.


banker /bQNk´r/, /bang-ker/ n 1 one who runs or manages a bank. 2 one who holds the money staked in gambling games.


banking /bQNkkIN/, /bang-king/ n the business of a banker.


bankrupt /»bQNkråpt/, /bang-krupt/ n one who is unable to pay his or her debts. • also adj. • n bankruptcy.


banner /»bQn´r/, /ban-ner/ n a flag.


banns /bQnz/, /bannz/ n an announcement in a church or other public place of an intended marriage.


banquet /»bQNkw´t/, /bang-kwet/ n a feast.


banter /»bQnt´r/, /ban-ter/ vb to poke fun at, to tease. • also n.


baptism /»bQptIz´m/, /bap-tiz-um/ n 1 the ceremony by which one is received into the Christian church. 2 a first experience of something, an initiation. • adj baptismal.


baptize /»bQptaIz, bQp»taIz/, /bap-tize, bap-tize/ vb, also baptise 1 to dip in or sprinkle with water during a baptism. 2 to christen or give a name to.


bar /bAr/, /bar/ n 1 a solid piece of wood, metal, etc, that is longer than it is wide. 2 a length of wood or metal across a door or window to keep it shut or prevent entrance through it. 3 an obstacle. 4 a bank of sand, etc, at the mouth of a river which hinders entrance. 5 a counter at which food or drink may be bought and consumed. 6 a counter at which alcoholic drinks are served. 7 a place where alcoholic drinks are sold, a public house. 8 the rail behind which a prisoner stands in a courtroom. 9 a division in music. • vb (barred, barring) 1 to fasten with a bar or belt. 2 to hinder or prevent. 3 to forbid, to ban. • prep except.


barb /bArb/, /barb/ n 1 one of many sharp points facing in more than one direction. 2 a backward-curving spike on a fish-hook or arrow.


barbarian /bAr»bEari´n/, /bar-bay-ree-an/ n 1 an uncivilized person. 2 one who does not respect the arts or learning.


barbaric /bAr»bQrIk/, /bar-ba-ric/ adj connected with barbarism.


barbarism /»bArb´rIz´m/, /bar-bar-izm/ n the state of being uncivilized.


barbarity /bAr»bQrIti/, /bar-ba-ri-tee/ n savage cruelty.


barbarous /»bArb´r´s/, /bar-ba-russ/ adj 1 savage, uncivilized. 2 cruel.


barbecue /»bArb´«kju˘/, /bar-bi-kyoo/ n 1 a framework on which meat, etc, may be cooked over a charcoal fire, usually outside. 2 an outdoor party where food is cooked on a barbecue. • vb to cook on a barbecue.


barbed /bArbd/, /barbd/ adj 1 having a barb or barbs. 2 intended to hurt someone’s feelings.


barber /»bArb´r/, /bar-ber/ n a man’s hairdresser.


bar code /»bArko˘d/, /bar code/ n a pattern of vertical lines of differing widths, that represent numbers, printed on an item for sale, and containing information, such as the price.


bard /»bArd/, /bard/ n 1 a Celtic minstrel. 2 a poet.


bare /bEr/, /bare/ adj 1 uncovered. 2 empty. 3 naked. • vb to uncover, to expose.


barefaced /»bErfeIst/, /bare-fayst/ adj shameless.


barely /»bErli/, /bare-lee/ adv 1 only just. 2 scarcely.


bargain /»bArg´n/, /bar-gin/ n 1 an agreement about buying and selling. 2 an agreement. 3 something bought cheaply. • vb 1 to argue about the price before paying. 2 to make an agreement. • to bargain for to expect. • into the bargain in addition.


barge /bArdZ/, /barge/ n a flat-bottomed boat for carrying cargoes on inland waters. • vb to move clumsily and often rudely.


baritone /»bQrI«to˘n/, /ba-ri-tone/ n a male singing voice that can go neither very high nor very low.


bark1 /bArk/, /bark/ n the outer covering of a tree. • vb to scrape the skin off.


bark2 /bArk/, /bark/ n the noise made by a dog, wolf, etc. • also vb.


barley /»bArli/, /bar-lee/ n a grain used for making malt.


barmaid, barman see barperson.


bar mitzvah /bAr»mItzv´/, /bar mits-va/ n a ceremony held on the 13th birthday of a Jewish boy whereby he becomes an adult.


barn /»bArn/, /barn/ n a farm building for the storage of grain, hay, etc.


barnacle /»bArn´k´l/, /bar-ni-cl/ n a type of shellfish.


barn dance /»bArndAns/, /barn dance/ n a country dance.


barometer /b´»rÅmIt´r/, /ba-rom-i-ter/ n 1 an instrument for measuring air pressure, thus showing what the weather may be. 2 something that indicates change.


baron /»bQr´n/, /bar-on/ n a nobleman of the lowest rank. • f baroness.


baronet /»bQr´n´t/, /bar-on-et/ n a titled rank just below that of a nobleman. • n baronetcy.


barperson /»bA˘r«pErs´n/, /bar-per-son/ n (also barman, barmaid) someone who serves drinks at a public bar.


barracks /»bQr´ks/, /bar-aks/ n pl a building for housing soldiers.


barracuda /«bQr´»ku˘d´/, /ba-ra-coo-da/ n a fish with a long body and many sharp teeth.


barrage /b´»rA˘Z/, /bar-azh/ n 1 a bar across a river to make the water deeper. 2 a concentration of heavy gunfire on a certain area. 3 a large number (of questions, etc.) made rapidly one after the other.


barrel /»bQr´l/, /»bAr´l/, /bar-el/ n 1 a round wooden cask or container with flat ends and curved sides. 2 the tube of a gun.


barren /»bQr´n/, /bar-en/ adj 1 producing no fruit or seed. 2 (old) unable to produce young, infertile. 3 unable to produce crops. 4 useless, not productive. • n barrenness.


barricade /«bQrI»keId/, /ba-ri-cade/ n a barrier, often temporary and quickly constructed, to prevent people from passing or entering. • also vb.


barrier /»bQrI´r/, /bar-ee-er/ n 1 a fence put up to control or restrain. 2 an obstacle or obstruction. 3 something that separates or keeps people apart.


barrister /»bQrIst´r/, /ba-ris-ter/ n a lawyer with the right to plead a case in court.


barrow /»bQr´U/, /bar-oe/ n 1 a small handcart. 2 (old) a mound over a grave.


barter /»bArt´r/, /bar-ter/ n trade by exchange of goods instead of money payments. • vb to trade by barter, to exchange.


basalt /»bQsÅlt/, /bi-solt, bay-solt/ n a dark volcanic rock.


base1 /beIs/, /base/ n 1 that on which a thing stands or is built up. 2 the place in which a fleet or army keeps its main stores and offices. 3 a fixed point in certain games. • vb 1 to use as a foundation or grounds. 2 to establish, to place.


base2 /beIs/, /base/ adj low, worthless, vile. • adv basely.


baseball /»beIsbÅl/, /base-bawl/ n 1 a game played with bat and ball and two teams of nine players. 2 the ball used in this game.


baseless /»beIsl´s/, /base-less/ adj without foundation, groundless.


basement /»beIsm´nt, /base-ment/ n the ground floor, below ground level.


bash /bQS/, /bash/ vb to beat, to hit with great force.


bashful /bQSfUl/, /bash-ful/ adj modest, shy.


basic /»beIsIk/, /base-ic/ adj 1 providing a foundation or beginning. 2 without more than is necessary, simple, plain.


basin /»beIs´n/, /base-in/ n 1 a deep broad dish. 2 a hollow place containing water. 3 a dock. 4 the land drained by a river.


basis /»beIsIs/, /base-iss/ n (pl bases) that on which a thing is built up, the foundation or beginning.


bask /bQsk/, /bask/ vb 1 to lie in the sun. 2 (fml) to enjoy.


basket /»bQsk´t/, /bas-ket/ n a container made of thin sticks or coarse grass plaited together.


bas mitzvah see bat mitzvah.


bass1 /beIs/, /base/ n 1 the lowest part in music. 2 the lowest male voice.


bass2 /bQs/, /bass/ n a type of fish.


bassoon /b´»su˘n/, /ba-soon/ n a musical wind instrument, with low notes only.


baste /beIst/, /baste/ vb 1 to drip or pour fat on meat while roasting. 2 to sew with long, loose stitches.


bastion /»bQsti´n/, /bas-chen/ n 1 a tower jutting out from the wall of a fort to allow the defenders to aim arrows, bullets, etc, at the flanks of the attackers. 2 a person or thing that provides strong support or defence.


bat1 /bQt/, /bat/ n a piece of wood prepared for striking a ball in certain games. • vb to use the bat for striking the ball


bat2 /bQt/, /bat/ n a flying creature with a body like a mouse and large wings.


batch /bQtS/, /batch/ n 1 a quantity of bread, etc, baked at one time. 2 a set or group.


bath /bQT/, /bath/ n 1 washing of the body. 2 a large vessel in which the body is washed, bathtub. 3 a large tank in which one can swim. • vb to wash the body in a bath.


bathe /beID/, /bathe/ vb 1 to go for a swim. 2 to wash the body in a bath. 3 to apply water to in order to keep clean. • n act of swimming or playing in water.


bathtub see bath 2.


bat mitzvah /bQt mItzv´/, /bat mits-va/ n, a ceremony for a Jewish girl similar to a bar mitzvah.


baton /b´»tÅn/, /ba-ton/ n 1 a short stick used by the director of a band or choir. 2 a short club carried by policemen as a weapon. 3 a stick passed by one member of a team of runners to the next runner in a relay race.


battalion /b´»tQli´n/, /ba-tal-yen/ n a body of infantry, about 1000 strong.


batten1 /»bQt´n/, /ba-ten/ n 1 a long board or strip of wood. 2 a strip of wood used to fasten down the hatches of ships. • vb to close firmly with battens.


batten2 /»bQt´n/, /ba-ten/ vb. • to batten on to live well or thrive by taking advantage of someone else.


batter /»bQt´r/, /ba-ter/ vb to beat with violence. • n a mixture of flour and liquid combined for cooking.


battering ram /»bQt´rIN«rQm/, /ba-te-ring ram/ n a heavy piece of wood with an iron head formerly used for battering down castle walls or doors.


battery /»bQt´ri/, /ba-te-ree/ n 1 a group of guns and the people who serve them. 2 a number of connected cells for providing or storing electric current. 3 a violent attack.


battle /»bQt´l/, /ba-tl/ n 1 a fight between armies, fleets, etc. 2 a struggle. • vb to fight or struggle.


battlement /»bQt´lm´nt/, /ba-tl-ment/ n the top wall of a castle, with openings through which weapons can be aimed.


bauble /»bÅb´l/, /baw-bl/ n a small, worthless ornament or piece of jewellery.


baulk see balk.


bawl /bÅl/, /bawl/ vb to shout or cry loudly. • also n.


bay1 /beI/, /bay/ adj reddish-brown. • n a bay horse.


bay2 /beI/, /bay/ n 1 an inlet of the sea. 2 a recess in a wall.


bay3 /beI/, /bay/ n the laurel tree.


bay4 /beI/, /bay/ n the bark of a dog, the low cry of a hunting dog. • to stand at bay to stop running away and turn to defend oneself. • to keep at bay to keep at a safe distance. • vb to give the bark or cry of a dog.


bayonet /«beI´»nEt/, /bay-o-net/ n a weapon, like a dagger, for fixing on to a rifle. • vb to stab with a bayonet.


bay window /beI »wInd´U/, /bay win-doe/ n a window built into a section of the wall that juts out.


bazaar /b´»zAr/, /be-zar/ n 1 in the East, a marketplace or group of shops. 2 a sale of articles held to raise money for a special purpose.


BC /bi˘si˘/, /bee see/ abbr = before Christ: referring to a date occurring before the birth of Jesus Christ.


be /bi˘/, /bee/ vb (pr p being, pt p been) 1 to live. 2 to exist. 3 to have a specified state or quality.


beach /bi˘tS/, /beech/ n the shore of a sea or lake. • vb to run or pull.


beachcomber /»bi˘tS«ko˘m´r/, /beech-comb-er/ n 1 in the Pacific, one who lives by what he or she finds on the beach (e.g. pearls, wreckage). 2 a vagrant who lives around harbours or beaches.


beacon /»bi˘k´n/, /bee-con/ n 1 a signal fire. 2 a high hill on which a beacon could be lighted. 3 a signal of danger or hope.


bead /bi˘d/, /beed/ n 1 a small object, usually round, of glass or other material, with a hole through it for a string. 2 a drop or bubble. 3 pl a rosary.


beady /»bi˘di/, /bee-dee/ adj small and bright.


beagle /»bi˘g´l/, /bee-gl/ n a small hunting dog.


beak /bi˘k/, /beek/ n the bill of a bird.


beaker /»bi˘k´r/, /bee-ker/ n 1 a glass vessel used in scientific experiments. 2 a cup usually with a lip from which to pour or drink liquid.


beam /bi˘m/, /beem/ n 1 a thick piece of wood. 2 a main timber in a building. 3 the greatest breadth of a ship. 4 a ray of light. 5 radio waves sent out in one particular direction, as a ray. • vb to smile brightly.


bean /bi˘n/, /been/ n a plant whose seed or seed pod is eaten as a vegetable.


bear1 /bEr/,/bare/ vb (pt bore, pp borne) 1 (fml) to carry. 2 to put up with. 3 to support. 4 to have or show. 5 to move. 6 (pp born) to bring into existence, give birth to. 7 (pp borne) to produce.


bear2 /bEr/,/bare/ n a wild animal with thick fur and claws.


bearable /»bEr´«b´l/, /bare-a-bl/ adj able to be put up with.


beard /»bi˘rd/, /beerd/ n the hair on the chin and lower jaw. • vb to defy openly.


bearer /»bEr´r/, /bare-rer/ n a carrier.


bearing /»bErIN/, /bare-ring/ n 1 the way a person holds himself or herself or behaves. 2 (usually pl) direction. 3 connection, influence.


beast /bi˘st/, /beest/ n 1 a four-footed animal. 2 a person who behaves in an animal-like way, a hateful person. • adj beastly. • n beastliness.


beat /bi˘t/, /beet/ vb (pt beat, pp beaten) 1 to strike several times. 2 to defeat or win against. 3 to throb. • n 1 a repeated stroke. 2 a policeman’s round. 3 a regular rhythm (e.g. the pulse, a drum).


beau /bo˘/, /bo/ n (pl beaux) (old or fml) a male sweetheart.


beautify /»bju˘tI«faI/, /byoo-ti-fie/ vb to make beautiful.


beauty /»bju˘ti/, /byoo-tee/ n 1 that which is pleasing to the senses. 2 a beautiful woman. 3 (inf) a very fine specimen. 4 (inf) advantage. • adj beautiful.


beaver /»bi˘v´r/, /bee-ver/ n an animal with a wide, flat tail that can live both on land and in water.


because /bi»kÅz/, /be-coz/ conj a word meaning ‘for the reason that’.


beckon /»bEk´n/, /be-kon/ vb to make a sign inviting a person to approach.


become /bi»kåm/, /be-come/ vb (pt became, pp become) 1 to come to be. 2 to suit.


becoming /bi»kåmIN/, /be-come-ing/ adj 1 (fml) fitting, suitable, appropriate. 2 suiting the wearer.


bed /bEd/, /bed/ n 1 a thing to sleep or rest on. 2 the channel of a river. 3 a piece of ground prepared for growing flowers, plants, etc.


bedclothes /»bEd«klo˘Dz/, /bed-cloe(th)z/ npl the coverings on a bed.


bedding /»bEdIN/, /bed-ing/ n bedclothes.


bedraggled /bi»drQgld/, /bi-drag-geld/ adj wet and dirty, muddy.


bedridden /»bQdrId´n/, /bed-rid-n/ adj having to stay permanently in bed.


bedrock /»bEdrÅk/, /bed-rock/ n 1 the solid rock underlying the broken rock formations near the earth’s surface. 2 basic facts or principles.


bedroom /»bEdru˘m/, /bed-room/ n a room in which to sleep.


bedspread /»bEdsprEd/, /bed-spred/ n a quilt used as a bed covering.


bedstead /»bEdstEd/, /bed-sted/ n a frame for supporting a bed.


bee /bi˘/, /bee/ n a flying, honey-making insect.


beech /bi˘tS/, /beech/ n a type of tree. • n beechnut.


beef /bi˘f/, /beef/ n the flesh of an ox or cow.


beehive /»bi˘haIv/, /bee-hive/ n a place, often dome-shaped, where bees are kept.


beeline /»bi˘laIn/, /bee-line/ n the shortest way. • make a beeline for to go directly and quickly towards.


been /bi˘n/, /been/ vb, pp of be.


beer /bi˘r/, /beer/ n an alcoholic drink made from barley and hops.


beeswax /»bi˘zwQks/, /beez-waks/ n the wax made by bees for their honeycombs. • vb to polish with beeswax.


beet /bi˘t/, /beet/ n a vegetable with an edible root, often cultivated to make sugar, varieties include sugar beet, spinach beet and beetroot. • also red beet (US) beetroot.


beetle1 /»bi˘t´l/, /bee-tl/ n a common insect. • vb (inf) to hurry, to scurry.


beetle2 /»bi˘t´l/, /bee-tl/ n a heavy wooden tool, like a mallet, used to beat such things as paving stones into place.


beetle3 /»bi˘t´l/, /bee-tl/ vb to jut, to hang over.


beetroot /»bi˘tru˘t/, /beet-root/ n the root of the beet.


befall /bi»fÅl/, /bi-fol/ vb (pt befell, pp befallen) (fml) to happen.


befit /bi»fIt/, /bi-fit/ vb (befitted, befitting) to suit, to be appropriate for. • adj befitting suitable. • adv befittingly.


before /bi»fç˘r/, /bi-fore/ conj 1 earlier, preceding. 2 rather than. 3 in the presence of.


beforehand /bi»fç˘rhQnd/, /bi-fore-hand/ adv earlier.


befriend /bi»frEnd/, /bi-frend/ vb to act as a friend to, to be kind to.


beg /bEg/, /beg/ vb (begged, begging) 1 to ask for money or food. 2 to ask earnestly. • to beg the question to take a fact for granted without proving its truth.


beggar /»bEg´r/, /beg-er/ n one who begs.


begin /bI»gIn/, bi-gin/ vb (pt began, pp begun, prp beginning) 1 to start. 2 to be the first to do or take the first step in doing.


beginner /bI»gIn´r/, /bi-gi-ner/ n one starting to learn.


begonia /b´»go˘nj´, b´»go˘ni´/, /bi-goan-ya, bi-goan-ee-a/ n a plant with brightly coloured flowers.


behalf /bI»hQf/, /bi-half/ n 1 interest. 2 benefit. • on behalf of in the name of.


behave /bI»heIv/, /bi-hayv/ vb 1 to conduct oneself. 2 to conduct oneself well. 3 to act.


behaviour /bi»heIvj´r/, /bi-hay-vyer/ n, also behavior (US), conduct.


behead /bi»hEd/, /bi-hed/ vb to cut off the head.


behold /bI»ho˘ld/, /bi-hold/ vb (pt, pp beheld) to see; to watch. • n beholder.


being /»bi˘IN/, /bee-ing/ n 1 existence. 2 a thing existing. • adj existing, present.


belated /bI»leIt´d/, /bi-lay-ted/ adj too late.


belch /bEltS/, /belch/ vb to send out forcefully, especially gas through the mouth.


belfry /»bElfri/, /bell-free/ n a bell tower.


belief /b´»li˘f/, /bi-leef/ n 1 faith. 2 trust. 3 opinion.


believe /b´li˘v/, /bi-leeve/ vb 1 to accept as true or real. 2 to trust. 3 to have faith, especially in God. 4 to think. • adj believable. • n make-believe pretence.


believer /b´li˘v´/, /bi-lee-ver/ n one who has faith, especially in God.


belittle /bi»lIt´l/, /bi-li-tl/ vb to make to seem small or unimportant.


bell /bEl/, /bell/ n 1 a hollow metal vessel that gives a ringing sound when struck. 2 a device that gives a ringing or buzzing sound as a signal of some kind.


belle /bEl/, /bell/ n a lady of great beauty.


bellow /»bElo˘/, /bell-o/ vb 1 to shout loudly. 2 to roar. • also n.


bellows /»bElo˘z/, /bell-oez/ n or npl, also a pair of bellows an instrument that makes a draught of air by forcing wind out of an airtight compartment.


belly /»bEli/, /bell-ee/ n 1 the part of the human body between the breast and thighs. 2 the under part of an animal’s body. • vb to bulge out.


belly button /»bEli«båt´n/, /bel-lee bu-ton/ (inf) the informal name for the navel.


belong /bI»lÅN/, /bi-long/ vb 1 to be the property. 2 to be a member. 3 to be connected with.


belongings /bI»lÅNINz/, /bi-long-ing-z/ npl the things that are one’s own property.


beloved /b´»låvd, b´»låv´d/, /bi-luvd, bi-luv-ed/ adj greatly loved. • n one who is greatly loved.


belt /bElt/, /belt/ n 1 a strap or band for putting round the waist. 2 a leather band used to carry the motion of one wheel onto another in a piece of machinery. 3 a space that is much longer than it is broad. 4 an area that has a particular quality or characteristic. 5 (inf) an act of hitting, a blow. • vb 1 to put on a belt. 2 to hit with a strap. 3 to hit, to attack with blows. 4 (inf) to go very quickly. • below the belt unfair.


bemused /bImjUzd/, /bi-myoozd/ adj confused, bewildered.


bench /bEntS/, /bench/ n 1 a long seat. 2 a worktable. 3 the seat of a judge in court. 4 all the judges, as a body.


benchmark /»bEntSmA˘k/, /bench-mark/ n 1 a mark on a fixed object indicating height. 2 a standard for judging or measuring.


bend /bEnd/, /bend/ vb (pt, pp bent) 1 to curve. 2 to make to curve. 3 to incline the body, to stoop. • n 1 a curving turn on a road. 2 an angle.


benediction /«bEn´»dIkS´n/, /be-ne-dic-shen/ n blessing. • adj benedictory.


benefactor /»bEn´«fQkt´r/, /be-ne-fac-tor/ n one who gives help to another. • f benefactress.


beneficial /«bEn´»fIS´l/, /be-ne-fi-shal/ adj helpful, having a good effect.


beneficiary /«bEn´»fISiEri/, /be-ne-fi-shee-ree/ n 1 one who receives money or property by will. 2 one who benefits from another’s kindness.


benefit /»bEn´fIt/, /be-ne-fit/ n 1 advantage, gain. 2 the money to which an insured person has the right when unemployed, ill, etc. • vb 1 to do good to. 2 to be of advantage to.


benevolence /b´»nEv´l´ns/, /be-ne-vol-ense/ n kindness, generosity.


benevolent /b´»nEv´l´nt/, /be-ne-vol-ent/ adj kindly, generous.


benign /b´»naIn/, /bi-nine/ adj 1 kindly, gentle. 2 not malignant, not cancerous. • adv benignly.


bent1 /bEnt/, /bent/ pt, pp of bend.


bent2 /bEnt/, /bent/ adj (inf) dishonest.


bent3 /bEnt/, /bent/ n a natural skill in.


bequeath /bI»kwi˘D/, /bi-kweeth/ vb to leave by will.


bequest /bi»kwEst/, /bi-kwest/ n the money or property left by will; a legacy.


berate /bi»reIt/, /bi-rate/ vb to scold.


bereave /bI»ri˘v/, /bi-reev/ vb (pt, pp bereaved or bereft) to take away. • n bereavement.


bereaved /bi»ri˘vd/, /bi-reev-d/ adj having lost, by death, a near relative. • n one who has lost a relative by death.


bereft /bI»rEft/, /bi-reft/ adj having been deprived of something.


beret /b´»reI, »bEreI/, /be-ray, be-ray/ n a round flat cap with no peak or brim.


berry /bE»ri/, /be-ree/ n a small fruit containing seeds.


berserk /b´»z´rk/, /ber-serk/ adj uncontrollably angry.


berth /b´rT/, /berth/ n 1 the place where a ship lies when at anchor or in dock. 2 a place for sleeping in a ship or train. • vb to moor a ship. • to give a wide berth to to keep well clear of.


beseech /bI»si˘tS/, /bi-seech/ vb (beseeched) (fml) to ask earnestly, to beg for. • adv beseechingly.


beset /bI»sEt/, /bi-set/ vb (beset, besetting) to attack from all sides.


besiege /bi»si˘dZ/, /bi-seedge/ vb 1 to surround a fortress with soldiers in order to bring about its capture. 2 to surround, to crowd round. 3 to overwhelm. • n besieger.


besom /»bi˘z´m/, /be-zom/ n a broom.


besotted /bI»sÅt´d/, /bi-sot-ted/ adj silly, muddled.


bespatter /bi»spQt´r/, /bi-spat-ter/ vb to sprinkle (with dirt, etc).


best /bEst/, /best/ adj (superl of good) good in the utmost degree. • vb to do better than, to win against.


bestial /»bi˘sti´l, »bEsti´l/, /beest-ee-al, bes-tee-al/ adj like an animal, beastly, disgusting.


bestiality /«bi˘sti»QlIti, bEsti»QlIti/, /beest-ee-a-li-tee, bes-tee-a-li-tee/ n animal-like behaviour.


bestow /bI»sto˘/, /bi-sto/ vb (fml) to give (to).


bestride /bI»straId/, /bi-stride/ vb to sit or stand across something, with a leg on either side of it.


bet /bEt/, /bet/ n money put down in support of an opinion, to be either lost or returned with interest, a wager. • vb (bet, betting) to stake money in a bet.


betide /bI»taId/, /bi-tide/ vb (fml or lit) to happen.


betoken /bI»to˘k´n/, /bi-to-ken/ vb to be a sign of, to indicate.


betray /bI»treI/, /bi-tray/ vb 1 to give up to an enemy. 2 to be false to, to be a traitor to. 3 to reveal, to show. • n betrayer.


betrayal /bI»treIj´l/, /bi-tray-al/ n act of betraying.


betroth /bI»tro˘D/, /bi-troth/ vb to promise in marriage. • n betrothal /bi-troth-al/.


between /bI»twi˘n/, /bi-tween/ prep 1 at or in the space, time, etc, separating. 2 connecting from one to the other.


betwixt /bI»twIkst/, /bi-twikst/ prep between.


bevel /»bEv´l/, /be-vel/ vb (bevelled, bevelling) to cut to a slope. • n a sloping edge.


beverage /»bEv´rIdZ/, /bev-er-idge/ n a drink.


bevy /»bEvi/, /be-vee/ n 1 a group. 2 a flock of birds.


bewail /bI»weIl/, /bi-wale/ vb (fml) to lament aloud, to regret.


beware /bI»wEr/, /bi-ware/ vb to be cautious or careful of.


bewilder /bI»wIld´r/, /bi-will-der/ vb to puzzle, to confuse. • adj bewildering. • n bewilderment.


bewitch /bI»wItS/, /bi-wich/ vb 1 to put under a spell. 2 to charm, to fascinate.


bewitching /bI»wItSIN/, /bi-wich-ing/ adj charming, fascinating.


beyond /bI»jÅnd/, /bi-yond/ prep on the farther side of. • adv at a distance.


bias /»baI´s/, /bie-ess/ n 1 an unreasonable dislike. 2 a preference. 3 in dress-making, a line across the weave of a fabric. • vb to incline to one side, to prejudice.


bias(s)ed /»baI´st/, /bie-esst/ adj prejudiced.


bib /bIb/, /bib/ n a cloth tied under a child’s chin to keep him or her clean while eating.


Bible /»baIb´l/, /bie-bel/ n the Holy Scriptures of the Christian religion. • adj biblical.


bibliography /«bIbli»Ågr´fi/, /bi-blee-og-ra-fee/ n a list of books dealing with a particular subject. • n bibliographer. • adj bibliographical.


bibliophile /»bIblio˘«faIl/, /bi-blee-o-file/ n (fml) a lover of books.


bicarbonate of soda see baking soda.


bicentennial /«baIsEn»tEni´l/, /bie-sen-te-nee-al/ n the 200th year.


biceps /»baI«sEps/, /bie-seps/ n a muscle in the upper part of the arm.


bicker /»bIk´r/, /bik-er/ vb to quarrel frequently over unimportant things.


bicycle /»baI«sIk´l/, /bie-si-cl/ n a machine with two wheels that can be ridden on. • also vb.


bid /bId/, /bid/ vb (pt bid or bade, pp bidden or bid, prp bidding) 1 to offer. 2 to ask, to order. • n 1 an offer of money, especially at a sale. 2 a strong effort.


bidder /»bId´/, /bid-der/ n one offering a price.


bide /baId/, /bide/ vb (old, pt, pp bided or bode) 1 to dwell. 2 to endure. • bide one’s time to wait for a good opportunity.


biennial /baI»Eni´l/, /bie-en-ee-al/ adj 1 lasting for two years. 2 happening every second year. • n a plant that flowers only in its second year, then dies. • adv biennially.


bier /bi˘r/, /bir/ n a stretcher for carrying a dead body or coffin to the grave.


big /bIg/, /big/ adj 1 large or great. 2 pregnant. 3 pompous.


big bang /bIg »bQN/, /big bang/ n (inf) the name of the theory that the whole universe was created by the explosion of one tiny superdense mass, and that the universe is still expanding. • big-bang theory.


bigamy /big´mi/, /bi-ga-mee/ n the state of having two wives or two husbands at the same time. • n bigamist. • adj bigamous.


bigot /»bIg´t/, /bi-get/ n one who accepts without question certain beliefs and condemns the different beliefs held by others. • adj bigoted. • n bigotry.


bikini /bI»ki˘ni/, /bi-kee-nee/ n a two-piece swimsuit for women.


bilateral /baI»lQt´r´l/, /bie-la-te-ral/ adj 1 two-sided. 2 concerning two parties.


bilberry /»bIlbEri/, /bil-bi-ree/ n a small blue berry.


bile /baIl/, /bile/ n 1 a fluid, coming from the liver, that aids digestion. 2 (fml) anger.


bilingual /baI»lINgw´l/, /bie-ling-gwel/ adj able to speak two languages.


bilious /»bIlj´s, »bIli´s/, /bil-i-yes/ adj 1 relating to bile. 2 sick. • n biliousness.


bilk /bIlk/, /bilk/ vb to cheat, to defraud.


bill1 /bIl/, /bill/ n the beak of a bird.


bill2 /bIl/, /bill/ n 1 a note of money owed at a restaurant or bar. 2 the form of a proposed law, as put before government for discussion. 3 (US) a piece of paper money. 4 a printed notice. • vb 1 to present a note of money owed. 2 to advertise by bills.


billboard /»bil«bçrd/, /bill-board/ n a large sign that is pasted with advertisements.


billet /»bIl´t/, /bill-let/ n a lodging, especially for soldiers. • vb to lodge (e.g. soldiers) in people’s houses.


billiards /»bIlj´rdz/, /bill-yardz/ n a game played on a cloth-covered table, with cues and balls.


billion /»bIlj´n/, /bill-yon/ n 1 in America, and often now in Britain, one thousand millions. 2 in Britain, one million millions.


billow /»bIlo˘/, /bill-low/ n a great wave of the sea. • vb to swell out. • adj billowy.


billy goat /»bIli˘«g´Ut/, /bill-lee goat/ n a male goat.


bin /bIn/, /bin/ n 1 a large box for corn, meal, etc. 2 a container for rubbish or litter. • vb to throw something away as rubbish.


bind /baInd/, /biynd/ vb (pt, pp bound) 1 to tie. 2 to fasten together. 3 to cover. 4 to put an edging on. 5 (fml) to put under an obligation. • bind oneself to promise.


binding /»baIndIN/, /biynd-ing/ n the cover and sewing of a book.


bin man /»bInmQn/, /bin man/ n a person whose job is to empty rubbish bins.


binoculars /bI»nÅkjUl´rz/, /bi-nok-ye-lers/ npl a pair of field glasses.


biochemistry /«baI´U»kEmIstri/, /bie-o-ke-me-stree/ n the chemistry of living things. • adj biochemical. • n biochemist.


biodegradable /«baI´UdI»greId´b´l/, /bie-o-di-gray-da-bl/ adj decaying naturally as the result of the action of bacteria and so not causing pollution to the environment.


biodiversity /«baI´UdI»vŒ˘sIti˘/, /bie-o-die-ver-si-tee/ n the variety of animal and plant life in a particular environment or in the world.


biographer /baI»Ågr´fŒ˘r/, /bie-og-re-fer/ n a writer of biography.


biography /baI»Ågr´fi/, /bie-og-re-fee/ n the written life story of a person. • adj biographical.


biology /baI»Ål´dZi/, /bie-ol-le-jee/ n the study of life and living creatures. • adj biological. • n biologist.


biotechnology /«baIo˘tEk»nÅl´dZi/, /bie-o-tek-nol-o-jee/ n the use of living things, such as cells and bacteria, in scientific processes and industrial production.


biped /»baI«pEd/, /bie-ped/ n an animal with two feet.


biplane /»baI«pleIn/, /bie-plane/ n an aeroplane with two wings, one above the other, on each side.


birch /b´rtS/, /berch/ n 1 a type of deciduous tree with thin bark. 2 a bundle of sticks tied together at one end and used for flogging.


bird /b´rd/, /berd/ n a creature with feathers and wings that usually flies.


birth /b´rT/, /berth/ n 1 the act of being born. 2 the beginning.


birthday /»b´rTdeI/, /berth-day/ n the day on which one is born, or its anniversary.


birthmark /»b´rTmArk/, /berth-mark/ n a mark on the body from birth.


birthright /»b´rTraIt/, /berth-rite/ n any right one possesses by birth.


biscuit /»bIsk´t/, /bis-ket/ n a small, sweet cake, usually either crispy or chewy.


bisect /baI»sEkt/, /bie-sect/ vb (fml) to cut into two equal parts.


bishop /»bIS´p/, /bi-shep/ n 1 in the Roman Catholic Church, Anglican Church, or Eastern Orthodox Church, the chief clergyman of a district. 2 a chess piece.


bison /»b´Is´n/, /bie-sen/ n a type of wild ox.


bit /bIt/, /bit/ n 1 a small piece. 2 a piece of. 3 part. 4 a tool for boring holes. 5 the metal bar attached to the bridle and put in the mouth of a horse.


bite /baIt/, /bite/ vb (pt bit, pp bitten) 1 to cut, pierce, etc, with the teeth. 2 to take the bait. • n 1 the amount bitten off. 2 the wound made by biting. 3 a taking of the bait by fish.


biting /»baItIN/, /bite-ing/ adj 1 sharp. 2 hurtful. • adv bitingly.


bitter /»bIt´r/, /bit-ter/ adj 1 sharp to the taste. 2 severe, piercing. 3 painful. 4 feeling or showing hatred, hostility, envy, disappointment, etc. • n a beer with a strong, rather bitter taste. • adv bitterly. • n bitterness.


bivalve /»baI«vQlv/, /bie-valve/ n an animal or fish whose shell is in two parts joined by hingelike cartilage. • adj bivalvular.


biweekly /baI»wi˘kli/, /bie-week-lee/ adj 1 happening once every two weeks. 2 twice in one week.


bizarre /bI»zAr/, /be-zar/ adj strange, peculiar, weird.


black /blQk/, /black/ n a dark colour like coal. • adj (sometimes cap) belonging to a race with dark skin. • vb 1 to make black. 2 to clean with black polish. • n blackness.


blackbird /blQk«b´rd/, /black-berd/ n a type of thrush.


blackboard /blQk«bçrd/, /black-board/ n a dark-coloured board used for writing on with a light-coloured chalk.


blacken /»blQk´n/, /black-en/ vb 1 to make black. 2 to become black or dark.


blacklist /blQklIst/, /black-list/ n a list of persons suspected of doing wrong.


blackmail /»blQk«meIl/, /black-male/ vb to obtain money by threatening to reveal a secret. • also n. • n blackmailer.


blackout /»blQk«aUt/, /black-out/ n 1 a sudden putting out of all lights. 2 a period when all lights must be put out or covered. 3 a sudden, short loss of consciousness.


blacksmith /»blQk«smIT/, /black-smith/ n a metal-worker who works with iron.


bladder /blQd´r/, /bla-der/ n 1 a part of the body in which urine collects. 2 a bag of thin leather, rubber, etc, containing air.


blade /bleId/, /blade/ n 1 a leaf (of grass, corn, etc.). 2 the cutting part of a sword or knife. 3 the flat part of an oar.


blame /bleIm/, /blame/ vb 1 to find fault with. 2 to regard as guilty or responsible. • n 1 fault. 2 guilt. • adj blameless, blameworthy.


blancmange /bl´»mÅndZ/, /ble-mandge/ n a jelly-like milk dessert.


bland /blQnd/, /bland/ adj 1 so mild as to be almost tasteless. 2 so mild or gentle as to be without personality or emotion.


blank /blQNk/, /blank/ adj 1 not written on or marked. 2 empty, without expression. • n an empty space.


blanket /»blQNk´t/, /blang-ket/ n 1 a woollen, etc, bed covering. 2 a covering. • vb to cover.


blare /blEr/, /blare/ vb to make a loud sound. • also n.


blaspheme /blQs»fi˘m/, /blass-feem/ vb 1 to speak mockingly or disrespectfully of God. 2 to swear or curse. • n blasphemer. • adj blasphemous. • n blasphemy.


blast /blQst/, /blast/ n 1 a sudden, strong gust of wind. 2 a loud sound. 3 an explosion. • vb 1 to blow up or break up by explosion. 2 to make a loud noise. 3 (old or lit) to cause to wither. 4 to ruin. 5 (inf) to criticize severely.


blatant /»bleIt´nt/, /blay-tant/ adj very obvious, shameless.


blaze1 /bleIz/, /blaze/ n 1 a bright fire or flame. 2 a bright glow of light or colour. 3 a large, often dangerous, fire. 4 an outburst. • vb 1 to burn brightly. 2 to shine like a flame.


blaze2 /bleIz/, /blaze/ n a mark, especially as made on a tree by cutting off a piece of bark. • vb to show a trail by such marks.


blazer /»bleIz´r/, /blay-zer/ n a kind of jacket.


bleach /bli˘tS`/, /bleech/ vb 1 to make white or whiter. 2 to become white. • n a substance that bleaches.


bleak /bli˘k/, /bleek/ adj 1 dreary, cold. 2 not hopeful or encouraging. • n bleakness.


bleat /bli˘t/, /bleet/ vb to cry, as a sheep. • also n.


bleed /bli˘d/, /bleed/ vb (pt, pp bled) 1 to lose blood. 2 to take blood from. 3 (inf) to take money from illegally or dishonestly.


blemish /»blEmIS/, /blem-ish/ n a stain, a fault. • vb to stain; to spoil.


blend /blEnd/, /blend/ vb to mix together. • n a mixture.


bless /blEs/, /bless/ vb 1 to pronounce holy. 2 to ask God’s favour for.


blessed /»blEs´d, blEst/, /bless-ed, blest/ adj 1 holy. 2 happy, fortunate.


blessing /»blEsIN/, /bless-ing/ n 1 a thing that brings happiness. 2 a prayer.


blight /blaIt/, /blite/ n 1 a disease in plants that causes them to wither. 2 a cause of ruin. • vb 1 to cause to wither. 2 to ruin.


blind /blaInd/, /blinde/ adj 1 having no sight. 2 unable or unwilling to understand. 3 closed at one end. • n 1 a window screen. 2 (inf) a pretence. • vb 1 to make blind. 2 to dazzle. • adv blindly. • n blindness.


blindfold /»blaInd«fo˘ld/, /blinde-folde/ vb to cover the eyes with a bandage. • also adj.


bling /blIN/, /bling/ n (slang) showy expensive jewellery.


blink /blINk/, /blink/ vb 1 to wink. 2 to twinkle. • n 1 a glimpse. 2 a quick gleam of light.


blinkers /blINk´rz/, /bling-kers/ npl a piece of leather put over a horse’s eyes to prevent it from seeing sideways.


bliss /blIs/, /bliss/ n 1 great happiness. 2 the happiness of heaven.


blissful /»blIsfUl/, /bliss-ful/ adj very happy.


blister /»blIst´r/, /bliss-ter/ n a bag of skin containing watery matter. • vb to raise a blister.


blizzard /»blIz´rd/, /bli-zard/ n a violent storm of wind and snow.


bloated /»blo˘t´d/, /blow-ted/ adj blown out, swollen.


blob /blÅb/, /blob/ n a drop, a small round mass.


block /blÅk/, /block/ n 1 a solid piece of wood, stone, etc. 2 the piece of wood on which people were beheaded. 3 a group of connected buildings. 4 a piece of wood in which a pulley is placed. 5 an obstacle. • vb to stop the way.


blockade /blÅ»keId/, /block-ade/ n the surrounding of a place with soldiers and/or ships to prevent people and food from going in or leaving. • also vb.


blockhead /»blÅk«hEd/, /block-hed/ n a stupid fellow.


blog /blÅg/, /blog/ n short for weblog, a website on which someone regularly gives information about their personal experiences, opinions and interests.


bloke /blo˘k/, /bloke/ (inf) n a man.


blond /blÅnd/, /blond/ adj having fair hair and skin. • f blonde. • also n.


blood /blåd/, /blud/ n 1 the red liquid in the bodies of people and animals. 2 family or race.


bloodhound /»blåd«haUnd/, /blud-hound/ n a large dog often used in tracking.


bloodless /»blådlIs/, /blud-less/ adj 1 without blood or killing. 2 pale, anaemic. 3 without spirit or energy.


bloodshed /»blåd«SEd/, /blud-shed/ n the spilling of blood, slaughter.


bloodshot /»blåd«SÅt/, /blud-shot/ adj (of the eye) red and inflamed with blood.


bloodthirsty /»blåd«T´rsti/, /blud-thur-stee/ adj eager to shed blood, taking pleasure in killing.


blood vessel /»blåd«vEs´l/, /blud-vess-l/ n a vein or artery.


bloody /»blådi/, /blud-ee/ adj 1 bleeding, covered with blood. 2 stained with blood. 3 with a lot of wounding or killing.


bloom /»blUm/, /bloom/ n 1 a blossom, a flower. 2 the state of flowering. 3 freshness, perfection. • vb to blossom.


blot /blÅt/, /blot/ n 1 a spot or stain, often of ink. 2 disgrace. 3 something that spoils something beautiful or good. • vb (blotted, blotting) 1 to spot, to stain, especially with ink. 2 to dry ink with blotting paper.


blotch /blÅtS/, /blotsh/ n a large spot or mark.


blouse /blaUz, blåUs/, /blouse/ n a loose upper garment.


blow1 /blo˘/, /blo/ vb (pt blew, pp blown) 1 to cause air to move. 2 to breathe hard. 3 to pant. • vb blow up 1 to fill with air. 2 to destroy by explosives.


blow2 /blo˘/, /blo/ n 1 a stroke. 2 a misfortune.


blow3 /blo˘/, /blo/ vb (pt blew, pp blown) to bloom.


blowlamp /blo˘lQmp/, /blo-lamp/ n a lamp producing heat by a rush of air.


blowy /»blo˘i/, /blo-ee/ adj (inf) windy.


blubber /»blåb´r/, /blub-er/ n the fat of whales, etc. • vb (blubbered, blubbering) to weep noisily.


bludgeon /»blådZ´n/, /blud-zhen/ n a short club. • vb to strike repeatedly with something heavy.


blue /blu˘/, /bloo/ n a primary colour, as that of the sky on a clear day. • also adj.


bluebell /»blu˘«bEl/, /bloo-bel/ n 1 the harebell. 2 in Scotland, the wild hyacinth.


blueberry /»blu˘«bEri˘/, /bloo-ber-ee/ n a round, sweet blue berry grown on a bush.


bluebottle /»blu˘«båt´l/, /bloo-botl/ n a large bluish fly.


blue jeans /»blu˘«dZi˘nz/, /bloo jeenz/ n trousers made of blue denim material.


blueprint /»blu˘«prInt/, /bloo-print/ n 1 a photographic print of a plan for a structure. 2 a detailed plan or scheme.


bluff /blåf/, /bluf/ n 1 a cliff, a steep headland. 2 a pretence. • adj frank and abrupt but good-natured. • vb to try to deceive by a show of boldness.


blunder /»blånd´r/, /blun-der/ vb 1 to make a foolish mistake. 2 to stumble about or into something. • also n.


blunt /blånt/, /blunt/ adj 1 not sharp. 2 short and plain in speech. 3 outspoken. • vb 1 to make less sharp. 2 to weaken.


blur /bl´r/, /blur/ n 1 an indistinct mass. 2 a stain, a blot, a smear. • vb (blurred, blurring) to make unclear.


blurb /bl´rb/, /blurb/ n a short description of something written to promote it.


blurt /bl´rt/, /blurt/ vb to speak suddenly or thoughtlessly.


blush /blåS/, /blush/ vb to become red in the face from shame, modesty, etc. • n the reddening of the face so caused. • adv blushingly.


bluster /»blåst´r/, /blust-er/ vb 1 (of wind) to blow violently. 2 to talk boastfully, noisily or threateningly. • n boastful, noisy or threatening talk.


boa /»bo˘a/, /boe-a/ n 1 a snake that kills by crushing its victim. 2 a scarf of fur or feathers.


boa constrictor /»bo˘ak´n«strIkt´r/, /boe-a con-stric-ter/ n a type of boa snake.


boar /bçr/, /bore/ n 1 a male pig. 2 a wild pig.


board /bçrd/, /bored/ n 1 a long, broad strip of timber. 2 food. 3 a group of people who meet, for example, for business reasons. 4 the deck of a ship. 5 pl the stage. 6 a flat surface, often marked with a pattern, on which certain games are played. • vb 1 to cover with boards. 2 to supply with food and accommodation. 3 to take meals, and usually have accommodation, in. 4 to enter a ship. 5 to get on to.


boarder /»bçrd´r/, /bore-der/ n one who receives food and lodging at an agreed price.


boarding house /»bçrdIN«haUs/, /bore-ding house/ n a house where food and lodging may be obtained.


boarding school /»bçrdIN«skUl/, /bore-ding skool/ n a school in which pupils live as boarders.


boast /bo˘st/, /boste/ vb 1 to speak with too much pride about oneself or one’s belongings, etc. 2 to possess. • n proud speech; a proud claim.


boastful /»bo˘stfUl/, /boste-ful/ adj fond of or given to boasting.


boat /bo˘t/, /bote/ n 1 a ship, especially a small one. 2 a dish shaped like a boat. • vb to go in a boat. • n boatman.


boatswain /»bo˘s´n/, /boe-sun/ n a petty officer on board ship.


bob /bÅb/, /bob/ vb 1 to move quickly up and down. 2 to cut hair short. • also n.


bobbin /»bÅbIn/, /bob-in/ n a pin or cylinder around which thread is wound, a reel.


bode /bo˘d/, /bode/ vb to foretell, to be an omen of. • bode ill or well to be a bad or good sign of future events.


bodice /»bÅdIs/, /bod-iss/ n 1 a woman’s tight-fitting, sleeveless garment worn on the upper body. 2 the upper part of a woman’s dress.


bodily /»bÅdIli/, /bod-il-ee/ adj having to do with the body. • adv by taking hold of the body.


bodkin /»bÅdkIn/, /bod-kin/ n 1 an instrument, like a needle, for piercing holes. 2 a blunt needle with a large eye for threading tape through a hem.


body /»bÅdi/, /bod-ee/ n 1 the physical structure of a human being or animal. 2 the main part of anything. 3 a group of persons. 4 a dead body, a corpse.


bodyguard /»bÅdi«gArd/, /bod-ee-gard/ n a guard to protect a person from attack.


body piercing /»bÅdi«pirsIN/, /bod-ee peer-sing/ n the piercing of part of the body, such as the lip or nose, in order to insert a ring or stud.


bog /bÅg, bçg/, /bog/ n soft, wet ground, a marsh.


bogey, bogy /»bo˘gi/, /boe-gee/ n 1 (also bogeyman) a goblin, an imaginary evil spirit. 2 an object of fear. 3 in golf, one stroke over par on a hole.


bogie /»bo˘gi/, /boe-gee/ n 1 a four-wheeled truck supporting the front of a railway engine. 2 a low truck.


bogus /»bo˘g´s/, /boe-gus/ adj not genuine, sham.


bogy see bogey.


bohemian /bo˘»hi˘mi˘«´n/ /boe-hee-mee-an/ n anyone who pays little heed to the customs or conventions of the time.


boil1 /bçIl/, /boil/ vb 1 to bubble from the action of heat. 2 to cook in boiling water. • n boiler.


boil2 /bçIl/, /boil/ n a painful swelling containing pus.


boisterous /»bçIst´r´s/, /boy-struss/ adj 1 stormy. 2 noisy and cheerful.


bold /bo˘ld/, /bolde/ adj 1 daring, brave. 2 large and clear.


boldness /»bo˘ldn´s/, /bolde-ness/ n courage.


bole /bo˘l/, /bole/ n the trunk of a tree.


boll /bo˘l/, /bole/ n a seed-container, as of the cotton or flax plant.


bollard /»bÅl´rd/, /bol-ard/ n a short, thick post used to prevent vehicles from going on part of a road.


boll weevil /»bo˘l«wi˘v´l/, /bole wee-vil/ n an insect that destroys cotton bolls.


bolster /»bo˘lst´r/, /bole-ster/ n a long pillow. • vb to hold up, to support.


bolt /bo˘lt/, /bolte/ n 1 an arrow. 2 a thunderbolt. 3 a bar of a door. • vb 1 to fasten with a bolt. 2 to run away. 3 to eat too quickly.


bomb /bÅm/, /bom/ n a hollow metal missile containing explosive, gas, etc. • vb 1 to attack with bombs. 2 (inf) to go very quickly.


bombard /bÅm»bArd/, /bom-bard/ vb 1 to fire many guns at. 2 to direct many questions, statements of criticism, etc, at. • n bombardment.


bombshell /»bÅm«SEl/, /bom-shell/ n a very surprising piece of news, often bad news.


bonbon /»bÅn«bÅn/, /bon-bon/ n (fml) a sweet.


bond /bÅnd/, /bond/ n 1 that which binds. 2 a written agreement, especially to pay money. 3 (fml) pl chains, fetters.


bondage /»bÅndIdZ/, /bon-dage/ n slavery.


bone /bo˘n/, /bone/ n 1 the hard substance forming the skeleton of human beings and animals. 2 any one of the pieces of this. • vb to take out the bones from.


bonfire /»bÅn«faIr/, /bon-fire/ n a large, open-air fire.


bonk /bÅNk/, /bongk/ (inf) to have sex with.


bonnet /»bÅn´t/, /bon-et/ n 1 a headdress. 2 the hinged front part of a car that covers the engine.


bonny /»bÅni/, /bon-ee/ adj 1 pretty. 2 healthy-looking.


bonus /»bo˘n´s/, /boe-nus/ n an extra payment, made for a special effort or services.


bony /»bo˘ni/, /boe-nee/ adj 1 having many bones. 2 having protruding bones.


booby /»bu˘bi/, /boo-bee/ n a stupid person.


booby prize /»bu˘bi praIz/, /boo-bee prize/ n a prize given to the worst performer.


booby trap /»bu˘bi trQp/, /boo-bee trap/ n a trap hidden in a place so obvious that no one suspects it.


book1 /bUk/, /book/ n printed matter, bound between covers.


book2 /book/ vb to reserve in advance.


bookish /»bUk/IS/, /boo-kish/ adj fond of reading or study.


bookkeeper /book-kee-per/ n one who keeps accounts. • n bookkeeping.


bookmaker /»bUk«meIk´r/, /book-may-ker/ n (also inf) bookie /boo-kee/) one who makes his or her living by accepting and paying out on bets.


bookworm /»bUk«w´rm/, /book-wurm/ n one who reads a great deal.


boom1 /bu˘m/, /boom/ n 1 a long pole to stretch the bottom of a sail. 2 a barrier set up across a harbour entrance or river.


boom2 /bu˘m/, boom/ n a long deep sound. • also vb.


boom3 /bu˘m/, /boom/ n a time of rapid increase or growth. • vb to increase or grow quickly.


boomerang /»bu˘m´«rQN/, /boo-me-rang/ n a curved throwing stick that returns to the thrower, used by Australian Aboriginals. • vb (of an action, plan, etc.) to go wrong in such a way that harm or damage is caused to the person responsible.


boon /bu˘n/, /boon/ n 1 (old) a favour, a special request. 2 an advantage, a blessing.


boor /»bU´r/, /boor/ n a rough, ill-mannered person. • adj boorish /»bU´rIS/, /boor-ish/.


boot /»bu˘t/, /boot/ n 1 a covering for the foot and lower leg. 2 the compartment to the rear of a car used for carrying luggage. • vb to kick.


booth /bu˘T/, /booth/ n 1 a tent at a fair. 2 a covered stall at a market. 3 a small, enclosed structure.


booty /»bu˘ti/, /boo-tee/ n 1 goods seized and divided by the victors after a battle. 2 goods taken by thieves. 3 (slang) the human bottom.


booze /bu˘z/, /booz/ n (inf) alcoholic drink.


border /»bçrd´r/, /bor-der/ n 1 the outer edge of anything. 2 the boundary between two countries. 3 a flowerbed round a lawn, etc. • vb to be next to. • border (up)on to come close to.


bore1 /bçr/, /bore/ vb to make a hole in. • n 1 the hole made by boring. 2 the greatest breadth of a tube, especially of a gun.


bore2 /bçr/, /bore/ vb to weary by uninteresting talk, etc. • n a person whose talk is wearisome. • adj boring.


bore3 /bçr/, /bore/ n a large tidal wave.


bored /bçrd/, /board/ adj weary and dissatisfied with one’s circumstances.


boredom /»bçrd´m/, /bore-dom/ n the state of being bored.


born /bçrn/, /born/ pp of bear, sense 6.


borne /bçrn/, /born/ pp of bear, senses 1–5, 7.


borrow /»bçro˘, »bÅro˘/, /bor-o/ vb to ask or receive as a loan. • n borrower.


bosom /»bUz´m/, /boo-zum/ n 1 the breast. 2 (lit or fml) the heart, considered as the seat of desires and feelings. • adj close, well-loved.


boss1 /bÅs/, /boss/ n a knob.


boss2 /bÅs/, /boss/ n (inf) a master, a manager(ess). • vb 1 to be in charge. 2 to order about.


bossy /»bÅsi/, /boss-ee/ adj (inf) fond of ordering others about.


botany /»bÅt´ni/, /bot-(a)-nee/ n the science or study of plants. • adj botanic, botanical /bo-ta-nic-al/. • n botanist /bot-a-nist/.


bother /baw-ther/ vb 1 to annoy. 2 to trouble oneself. • n 1 a trouble, an inconvenience. 2 trouble.


Botox /b´UtÅx/, /boe-tox/ n (TM) a drug used in medicine to relax muscles and in beauty treatment to reduce wrinkles.


bottle /bÅt´l/, /baw-tl/ n 1 a container, usually of glass, with a narrow neck. 2 (inf) courage, boldness. • vb to put into bottles.


bottleneck /bÅt´l/«nEk/, /baw-tl-neck/ n 1 a narrow or busy part of a road where traffic has to slow down or stop. 2 something that slows down progress.


bottom /»bÅt´m/, /bot-um/ n 1 the lowest part. 2 the buttocks. • adj lowest. • adj bottomless.


botulism /»bÅtSU«lIz´m/, /boch-oo-liz-um/ n a dangerous form of food poisoning.


boudoir /bu˘»dwAr/, /boo-dwar/ n (fml) a lady’s private room.


bough /baU/, /ba-oo/ n (fml) the branch of a tree.


bought /baU/, /bot/ pt of buy.


bouillon /»bu˘«jç), »bu˘«ljÅn/, /»bU«lj´n/, Fr. /bu˘»jo)˘/, /boo-yon, bool-yon/ n a strong broth.


boulder /»bo˘ld´r/, /bole-der/ n a large smooth stone.


boulevard /»bUl´«vArd/, /boo-le-vard/ n a wide street, with trees planted along either side.


bounce /baUns/, /bounse/ vb to jump or rebound suddenly. • also n.


bouncer /»baUns´r/, /boun-ser/ n (inf) a door supervisor; a security person employed at a nightclub to exclude or remove unwanted customers.


bouncing /»baUnsIN/, /boun-sing/ adj big, strong.


bound1 /baUnd/, /bound/ n a limit or boundary beyond which one must not go. • vb to form a limit or boundary.


bound2 /baUnd/, /bound/ vb to jump, to leap. • also n.


bound3 /baUnd/, /bound/ adj 1 on the way to. 2 (pt of bind). 3 obliged. 4 sure. 5 tied. 6 covered.


boundary /»baUndri, »baUnd´ri/, / boun-dree, boun-dar-ee/ n 1 an outer limit. 2 a border.


boundless /»baUndl´s/, /bound-less/ adj without limit, endless.


bountiful /»baUnt´«fUl/, /boun-tee-ful/ adj (fml) giving generously.


bounty /»baUnti/, /boun-tee/ n (fml) 1 generosity, kindness. 2 a gift of money above what is earned.


bouquet /bu˘»keI/, /boo-kay/ n 1 a bunch of flowers. 2 perfume of wine.


bout /baUt/, /bout/ n 1 a period of action. 2 an attack (of illness). 3 a contest.


boutique /bu˘»ti˘k/, /boo-teek/ n a small shop selling fashionable clothes.


bovine /»bo˘«vaIn/, /boe-vine/ adj 1 of or like a cow. 2 slow and stupid.


bow1 /baU/, /bow/ vb 1 to bend, especially in respect or greeting. 2 to lower. • n a bending of the head or body in respect or greeting.


bow2 /bo˘/, /boe/ n 1 a weapon for shooting arrows. 2 a looped knot. 3 a stick for playing a stringed instrument (e.g. the violin).


bow3 /baU/, /bow/ n the curved front part of a ship.


bowed /b´Ud/, /bode/ adj bent, stooping.


bowels /baUw´lz/, /ba-wels/ npl 1 the inside of the body, the intestines. 2 the organ by means of which waste matter is expelled from the body.


bowie knife /»bo˘i«naIf, »baUi-/, /boe-ee nife, baoo-wee nife/ n a long curved hunting knife.


bowl1 /bo˘l/, /bole/ n a roundish dish or basin.


bowl2 /bo˘l/, /bole/ n 1 a heavy, wooden ball. 2 pl the game played with such balls. • vb 1 to play bowls. 2 to deliver the ball at cricket.


bowlegged /»bo˘lEg´d/, /boe-le-ged/ adj having legs wide apart at the knees.


bowler1 /»bo˘l´r/, /boe-ler/ n one who bowls.


bowler2 /»bo˘l´r/, /boe-ler/, bowler hat n a stiff felt hat with a rounded crown, also known as a derby in the US.


bowline /»bo˘l´n, »bo˘li˘n/, /boe-lin, boe-leen/ n 1 a rope on a sailing ship. 2 a knot that does not slip.


bowling /»bo˘lIN/, /boe-ling/ n a game where you attempt to knock down 10 pins by rolling a large, heavy ball down an alley.


bow tie n /»bo˘«taI/, /boe tie/ a tie, tied in the shape of a bow, usually for formal occasions.


bow window /bo˘»windo˘/, /bow win-doe/ n a window built into a section of wall that curves out and back.


box1 /bÅks/, /boks/ n a type of hardwood tree.


box2 /bÅks/, /boks/ n 1 a case or container. 2 in a theatre, a separate compartment with seats, overlooking the stage. • vb to put in a box.


box3 /bÅks/, /boks/ vb 1 to strike. 2 to fight in sport, wearing padded gloves. • n boxer.


boxing /»bÅksIN/, /bok-sing/ n the sport of fighting with padded gloves on.


Boxing Day /»bÅksIN«dei/, /bok-sing day/ n the day after Christmas Day.


box room /»bÅks«ru˘m/, /boks room/ n a storage room in a house.


boy /bçI/, /boy/ n 1 a male child. 2 a young male person. • n boyhood.


boycott /»bçI«kÅt/, /boy-cot/ vb to refuse to have any dealings with. • also n.


Boy Scout /»bçI«skaU´t/, /boy scout/ n formerly the name given to a member of an international youth organization for boys, now Scout.


bra /brQ/, /bra/ n abbr = brassiere /brQ»zi˘r/, /bra-zeer/: underwear worn by women to support the breasts.


brace /breIs/, /brase/ n 1 a support. 2 a pair or a couple. 3 a boring tool. 4 (pl) elastic straps for holding up trousers. 5 (often braces) a wire device used to straighten the teeth. • vb to steady or prepare oneself.


bracelet /»breIsl´t/, /brase-let/ n an ornament for the wrist.


bracing /»breIsIN/, /bray-sing/ adj giving strength.


bracket /»brQk´t/, /bra-ket/ n 1 a support for something fixed to a wall. 2 pl marks in printing to enclose a word, as {}, //, (), or <>. • vb 1 to enclose in brackets. 2 to link or connect.


brag /brQg/, /brag/ n a boast. • vb (bragged, bragging) to boast.


braid /breId/, /brade/ vb to twist together into one. • n 1 a plait of cords or of hair so twisted together. 2 a narrow edging of decorated tape.


braided /»breI«d´d/, /bray-did/ adj edged with braid.


Braille /breIl/, /bray-el/ n a system of printing for blind people in which the letters of the alphabet and numbers are printed as raised dots that can be read by touching them.


brain /breIn/, /brane/ n 1 the soft matter within the skull, the centre of the nervous system. 2 pl cleverness, intelligence. 3 (inf) someone very clever or intelligent. • vb to dash the brains out.


brainless /breInl´s/, /brane-les/ adj stupid.


brainy /»breIni/, /bray-nee/ adj (inf) clever.


brake1 /breIk/, /brake/ n 1 a fern. 2 a clump of bushes or undergrowth.


brake2 /breIk/, /brake/ n 1 a large wagon. 2 an apparatus for slowing or stopping a vehicle. • vb to apply the brake.


bramble /»brQmb´l/, /bram-bl/ n 1 a prickly bush, especially the blackberry bush. 2 the berry from this bush.


bran /brQn/, /bran/ n the husks of grain when separated from the flour.


branch /brQntS/, /branch/ n 1 a shoot growing out of the trunk or one of the boughs of a tree. 2 any connected part of a larger body (e.g. office, store, bank, etc.). • vb to divide into branches. • branch out 1 to begin something new. 2 to expand.


brand /brQnd/, /brand/ n 1 (fml) a burning piece of wood. 2 a mark made with a hot iron to identify cattle, etc. 3 a trademark, a special make of article. 4 variety. • vb 1 to mark with a hot iron. 2 to mark down.


brandish /»brQndIS/, /bran-dish/ vb to wave, to shake.


brandy /»brQndi/, /bran-dee/ n a strong, alcoholic drink made from wine.


brass /brQs/, /brass/ n 1 an alloy of copper and zinc. 2 (inf) impudence. • adj brassy.


brassiere see bra.


brat /brQt/, /brat/ n an ill-mannered child.


bravado /br´»vÅdo˘/, /bre-va-do/ n pretended courage, boastful talk.


brave /breIv/, /brave/ adj courageous, daring. • vb 1 to defy. 2 to face with courage. • n a North American Indian warrior.


bravery /»breIv´ri/, /bray-ve-ree/ n courage, daring.


brawl /brÅl/, /brawl/ vb to quarrel noisily. • n a noisy row. • n brawler.


brawn /brÅn/, /brawn/ n muscle, strength.


brawny /brÅnni/, /braw-nee/ adj muscular, strong.


bray /breI/, /bray/ vb to make a loud, harsh sound, as an ass. • also n.


brazen /»breIz´n/, /bray-zen/ adj 1 made of brass. 2 impudent, bold. • vb to face boldly and impudently.


breach /bri˘tS/, /breech/ n 1 act of breaking. 2 (fml) a gap. 3 a fault. 4 a quarrel, separation. • vb to make a gap or opening in.


bread /brEd/, /bred/ n a food made from flour or meal and baked.


breadth /brEdT/, /bredth/ n the distance from side to side, width.


breadwinner /»bred«wIn´r/, /bred-win-er/ n the person whose earnings supply the needs of the family.


break /breIk/, /brake/ vb (pt broke, pp broken) 1 to separate into two or more parts, usually by force. 2 to become unusable or in need of repair. 3 to tame. 4 to fail to keep. 5 to tell gently. 6 to go with force. 7 to do better than. • n 1 an opening. 2 a separation. 3 a pause. 4 a short rest. • adj breakable.


breakage /breIk´dZ/, /brake-idge/ n 1 a breaking. 2 the thing broken.


breaker /breIk´r/, /bray-ker/ n a wave broken by rocks.


breakfast /»brEkf´st/, /brek-fast/ n the first meal in the day. • vb to eat breakfast.


breakthrough /»breIk«Tru˘/, /brake-throo/ n an important new development.


breakwater /»breIk«wçt´r/, /brake-wa-ter/ n a wall to break the force of the waves.


breast /brEst/, /brest/ n 1 (fml) the front part of the body from the neck to the stomach, the chest. 2 each of the milk-producing glands in a female. • vb 1 to face. 2 to touch. 3 to come to the top of.


breastplate /»brEstpleIt/, /brest-plate/ n armour for the breast.


breath /brET/, /breth/ n 1 the air taken into and put out from the lungs. 2 a gentle breeze.


breathe /bri˘D/, /breethe/ vb 1 to take air into one’s lungs and put it out again. 2 (fml) to live. 3 (fml) to whisper.


breathless /»brETl´s/, /breth-less/ adj 1 out of breath, panting. 2 excited, eager. • adv breathlessly.


breech /bri˘tS/, /breech/ n 1 the back part of a gun barrel. 2 pl breeches trousers that fasten just below the knee.


breed /bri˘d/, /breed/ vb (pt, pp bred) 1 to produce young. 2 to keep. 3 to be the cause of. • n a type, variety, species.


breeding /»bri˘dIN/, /bree-ding/ n 1 the bearing of offspring. 2 good manners.


breeze /bri˘z/, /breez/ n a light wind.


breezy /»bri˘zi/, /bree-zee/ adj 1 windy. 2 lively. • adv breezily.


brethren /»brEDr´n/, /breth-ren/ npl (old or relig) brothers.


brevity /»brevIti/, /bre-vi-tee/ n (fml) shortness.


brew /bru˘/, /broo/ vb 1 to make beer. 2 to make tea. 3 to be about to start. • n the mixture made by brewing. • n brewer.


brewery /bru˘´ri/, /broo-e-ree/ n a factory where beer is made.


briar /braI´r/ see brier.


bribe /braIb/, /bribe/ n a reward offered to win favour or preference unfairly. • vb to win over by bribes. • n bribery.


bric-a-brac /»brIk´«brQk/, /bri-ke-brak/ n small ornaments.


brick /brIk/, /brick/ n 1 a block of baked clay. 2 (inf) a good or helpful person.


brickbat /»brIkbQt/, /brick-bat/ n a piece of criticism.


bricklayer /»brikleI´r/, /brick-lay-er/ n one who builds with bricks.


bridal /»braId´l/, /bride-al/ adj concerning a bride or a wedding.


bride /braId/, /bride/ n a woman about to be married, or newly married.


bridegroom /»braIdgrUm/, /bride-groom/ n a man about to be married, or newly married.


bridesmaid /»braIdzmeId/, /brides-made/ n a girl or woman who attends the bride at a wedding.


bridge1 /brIdZ/, /bridge/ n 1 a roadway built across a river, etc. 2 the small deck for a ship’s captain. 3 the piece of wood that supports the strings of a violin, etc. • vb 1 to build a bridge over. 2 to close a gap or a pause so as to make a connection.


bridge2 /brIdZ/, /bridge/ n a card game.


bridle /»braId´l/, /bride-il/ n 1 the head straps and metal bit by which a horse is guided. 2 a check. • vb 1 to put a bridle on. 2 to check. 3 to toss the head in anger, etc. 4 to show anger or indignation.


brief /bri˘f/, /breef/ n a summary of an argument, especially a law case for use in court. • adj short. • vb to provide with a summary of the facts.


briefcase /»bri˘fkeIs/, /breef-case/ n a case for carrying papers.


brier, briar /»braIr/, /brie-er/ n a thorn bush, the wild rose.


brigade /brI»geId/, /bri-gade/ n an army unit consisting usually of three battalions.


brigadier /«brIg´»di˘r/, /bri-gad-ir/ n an officer commanding a brigade.


brigand /»brIg´nd/, /bri-gand/ n (old) a member of a band of robbers.


bright /br´It/, /brite/ adj 1 shining. 2 strong, vivid. 3 lively, cheerful. 4 clever. • n brightness.


brighten /»br´It´n/, /brie-ten/ vb to make or become bright.


brill /brIl/, /bril/ n a type of flatfish.


brilliant /»brIlj´nt/, /bril-yant/ adj 1 sparkling. 2 very bright. 3 very clever. 4 excellent. • n a diamond. • n brilliance, brilliancy /bril-yan-see/.


brim /brIm/, /brim/ n 1 the rim. 2 the edge.


brimful /»brIm«fUl/, /brim-ful/, brimming /brim-ing/ adj full to the brim.


brimstone /»brImsto˘n/, /brim-stone/ n sulphur.


brindled /»brInd´ld/, /brin-duld/ adj marked with streaks.


brine /braIn/, /brine/ n salt water. • the briny the sea.


bring /brIN/, /bring/ vb (pt, pp brought) 1 to fetch, to carry. 2 to cause. • bring about to cause to happen. • bring off to succeed. • bring up 1 to rear, to educate. 2 to raise.


brink /brINk/, /bringk/ n 1 the edge of a steep place. 2 the edge, the point.


brisk /brINk/, /brisk/ adj keen; lively. • adv briskly. • n briskness.


brisket /»brIsk´t/, /briss-ket/ n a cut of meat from the breast of an animal.


bristle /»brIs´l/, /briss-el/ n a short, stiff hair. • vb to stand on end.


bristly /»brIsli/, /briss-(u)-lee/ adj having bristles, rough.


brittle /brIt´l/, /bri-tl/ adj hard but easily broken.


broach /bro˘tS/, /broach/ vb 1 (fml) to open up. 2 to begin to speak of.


broad /brÅd/, /brawd/ adj 1 wide. 2 not detailed, general. 3 (of speech) with a strong local accent. • n broadness.


broadcast /»brÅdkQst/, /brawd-cast/ vb (pt, pp broadcast) 1 to make widely known. 2 to send out by radio or television. 3 to scatter widely. • also n.


broaden /»brÅd´n/, /braw-den/ vb to make or become broad or broader.


broad-minded /brÅd»maIndId/, /brawd-mine-ded/ adj 1 ready to listen to and consider opinions different from one’s own. 2 liberal.


brocade /bro˘»keId/, /bro-kade/ n a silk cloth with a raised pattern.


broccoli /»brÅk´li/, /broc-o-lee/ n a green vegetable.


brochure /bro˘»SUr, »bro˘S´r/, /broe-shoor, broe-sher,/ n a small book, a pamphlet.


broke pt of break.


broken pp of break.


broker /»bro˘k´r/, /bro-ker/ n 1 one who buys and sells for others for a commission. 2 a stockbroker.


bronchial /»brANkI´l/, /brong-kee-al/ adj having to do with the bronchi, the branches of the windpipe to the lungs.


bronchitis /brAN»kaItIs/, /bronk-eye-tis/ n an illness affecting the windpipe to the lungs.


bronco, broncho /»brÅNko˘/, /brong-co/ n a half-tamed horse.


brontosaurus /«brÅnt´»sÅr´s/, /bron-to-saw-rus/ n a very large plant-eating dinosaur.


bronze /brÅnz/, /bronz/ n 1 an alloy of copper and tin. 2 a reddish brown colour. • vb to give or become a reddish brown colour.


brooch /bro˘tS/, /broach/n an ornamental pin.


brood /bru˘d/, /brood/ vb 1 to sit on eggs. 2 to think deeply or anxiously about. • n 1 children. 2 a family of young birds.


broody /»bru˘di/, /brood-ee/ adj 1 hatching eggs. 2 badly wanting to have children.


brook1 /brUk/, /brook/ n a small stream.


brook2 /brUk/, /brook/ vb (fml) to bear, to tolerate.


broom /bru˘m/, /broom/ n 1 a plant with yellow flowers. 2 a brush, especially one of twigs.


broomstick /»bru˘mstIk, brUmstIk/, /broom-stick/ n the handle of a broom.


broth /brÅT/, /brawth/ n a meat soup with vegetables.


brother /»bråD´r/, /bru-ther/ n (pl brothers or old or relig, brethren /»brEDr´n/, /breth-ren/) 1 a son of the same parents. 2 a member of the same group.


brotherhood /»bråD´rhUd/, /bru-ther-hood/ n 1 the relation of a brother. 2 a group with one common purpose.


brotherly /'bråD´rli/, /bru-ther-lee/ adj of or like a brother.


brought /brç˘t/, /braw-t/ pp, pt of bring.


brow /braU/, /braoo/ n 1 the forehead. 2 the jutting-out edge of a cliff or hill.


browbeat /»braUbi˘t/, /braoo-beet/ vb to bully.


brown /braUn/, /braoon/ adj of a dark colour. • also n. • vb to make or become brown.


brownie /»braUni/, /braoo-nee/ n 1 a small, rich, chocolate cake, usually square, with nuts. 2 a kindly fairy. 3 a junior member of the Guides Association.


browse /braUz/, /braooz/ vb 1 to feed upon. 2 to glance through a book.


bruise /bru˘z/, /brooz/ n a dark spot on the skin, caused by a knock. • vb to cause a bruise on.


brunette /bru˘»nEt/, /broo-net/ n a woman with dark brown hair.


brunt /brånt/, /brunt/ n the main force or shock of something, the worst effects.


brush /bråS/, /brush/ n 1 an instrument for cleaning, sweeping, or smoothing. 2 an instrument for putting paint on to something. 3 the tail of a fox. 4 small trees and bushes. 5 a short battle. 5 (inf) a slight disagreement or hostile encounter. • vb 1 to clean with a brush. 2 to touch lightly.


brushwood /»bråSwUd/, /brush-wood/ n 1 small trees and bushes. 2 a thicket.


brusque /bråsk, brUsk/, /brusk/ adj blunt, rude and abrupt in speech or manner. • adv brusquely. • n brusqueness.


Brussels sprout /«brås´l»sprau´t/, /brus-sel sprout/ n a small, round, green vegetable like a very small cabbage.


brutal /»bru˘t´l/, /broo-tal/ adj cruel, savage.


brutality /«brU»tQl´ti/, /broo-ta-li-tee/ n cruelty, savagery.


brute /bru˘t/, /broot/ n 1 an animal. 2 (inf) a cruel person.


bubble /»båb´l/, /bu-bul/ n a film of water or other liquid, containing air. • vb to form bubbles. • adj bubbly.


buccaneer /«båk´»ni˘r/, /bu-ca-neer/ n a pirate.


buck /båk/, /buck/ n 1 a male deer, goat, rabbit, etc. 2 (old) a dandy, a lively young man. 3 (inf) a dollar. • vb to jump straight up with the back arched.


bucket /»båk´t/, /bu-ket/ n a vessel for carrying water, a pail.


buckle /«båk´l/, /bu-kl/ n a fastener for joining the ends of a belt or band. • vb 1 to fasten. 2 to bend out of shape.


buckskin /»båkskIn/, /buck-skin/ n a soft leather.


bud /båd/, /bud/ n a leaf or flower before it opens. • vb (budded, budding) to put out buds.


Buddhist /»bUdIst/, /boo-dist/ n a person who believes in the religious teaching of Buddha. • n Buddhism.


budding /»bådIN/, /bu-ding/ adj promising.


budge /»bådZ/, /budge/ vb (inf) to move, to stir.


budgerigar /»bådZ´rI«gAr/, /bu-je-ree-gar/ n a type of small parrot that can be trained to talk.


budget /»bådZ´t/, /bu-jet/ n 1 a statement of government taxation and intended spending for the coming year. 2 a plan to ensure that household expenses or those of a firm or organization will not be greater than income. • vb 1 to make such a plan. 2 to allow for something in a budget.


buff /båf/, /buf/ n 1 a type of leather. 2 a pale dull yellow colour. • adj light yellow.


buffalo /»båf´lo˘/, /buf-a-lo/ n (pl buffalos or buffaloes) a type of ox.


buffer /»båfEr/, /buf-er/ n an apparatus to lessen the force of a collision or shock.


buffet1 /»båfeI, b´»feI, bU»feI/, /bu-fay, boo-fay/ n 1 a sideboard. 2 a counter or bar at which refreshments may be obtained. 3 a meal, often cold, set out on tables so that people can help themselves.


buffet2 /»båfet/, /buf-et/ n (fml) a blow, a slap. • vb 1 to strike. 2 to knock about.


buffoon /b´»fu˘n/, /bu-foon/ n 1 a clown. 2 a person who plays the fool.


bug /båg/, /bug/ n 1 a blood-sucking insect. 2 any insect. 3 (inf) an infection. 4 (inf) a hidden microphone used to record other people’s conversations secretly. 5 a defect or error in a computer program or system. • vb (bugged, bugging) 1 to install or use a hidden microphone in. 2 (inf) to annoy.


bugle /bju˘g´l/, /byoo-gul/ n a small brass instrument like a trumpet. • n bugler /»bju˘gl´r/.


build /bIld/, /bild/ vb (pt, pp built) to put together materials in order to make something; to construct. • n builder.


building /bIldIN/, /bild-ing/ n the thing built.


bulb /bålb/, /bulb/ n 1 the round root of certain flowers. 2 a pear-shaped glass globe surrounding the element of an electric light.


bulbous /bålb/, /bul-bus/ adj bulb-shaped, swollen.


bulge /båldZ/, /bulge/ n a swelling. • vb to swell out. • adj bulgy.


bulimia /bu˘»li˘mi´/, /boo-lee-mee-ya/ n an eating disorder in which bouts of over-eating are followed by bouts of vomiting in order to lose weight. • adj bulimic.


bulk /bålk/, /bulk/ n 1 the size, especially of large things. 2 the main part. • in bulk in a large quantity. • vb to make fuller, to increase in size. • bulk large (fml) to be important or prominent.


bulkhead /bålk»hEd/, /bulk-hed/ n an inside wall between one part of a ship or aeroplane and another.


bulky /bålki/, /bul-kee/ adj very large and awkward to move or carry.


bull1 /bUl/, /bool/ n 1 the male of cattle. 2 the male ox, elephant, whale, etc.


bull2 /bUl/, /bool/ n a ruling by the pope.


bulldog /«bUldÅg/, /bool-dog/ n a type of dog.


bulldozer /bUl«do˘z´r/, /bool-doe-zer/ n a heavy tractor for clearing away obstacles and making land level.


bullet /»bUl´t/, /boo-let/ n a small piece of metal shot from a rifle or pistol.


bulletin /»bUl´tIn/, /boo-le-tin/ n 1 a short, official report of news. 2 a printed information sheet or newspaper.


bulletproof /»bUl´tpru˘f/, /boo-let-proof/ adj not able to be pierced by bullets.


bullfrog /-«frçg/, /bool-frog/ n a large frog.


bullion /»bUlj´n/, /bool-yon/ n uncoined gold and silver in lumps.


bulls-eye /»bUl«zaI/, /boolz-eye/ n 1 the centre of a target. 2 a shot that hits it. 3 a type of candy.


bully /»bUli/, /boo-lee/ n a person who uses his or her strength to hurt or to terrify those who are weaker. • vb to intimidate, oppress, or hurt.


bulrush /»bUlråS/, /bool-rush/ n a tall weed.


bum /båm/, /bum/ (inf) n a person’s bottom, the buttocks.


bumble /»båmb´l/, /bum-bel/ v to speak or act in a clumsy way. • n a mistake.


bumblebee /»båmb´l«bi˘/, /bum-bel-bee/ n a large type of bee.


bump /båmp/, /bump/ n 1 a heavy blow, or the dull noise made by it. 2 a lump caused by a blow. • vb to knock against. • adj bumpy.


bumper /»båmp´r/, /bum-per/ n 1 (old) a full glass or cup. 2 a protective bar at the front and the back of an automobile. • adj unusually large or full.


bumptious /»båmpS´s/, /bum(p)-shus/ adj conceited, too full of oneself.


bun /bån/, /bun/ n 1 a small cake or bread roll. 2 hair styled in a rounded mass.


bunch /båntS/, /bunch/ n 1 a group or collection of things of the same kind. 2 (inf) a group of people. • vb to come or put together in groups or bunches.


bundle /»bånd´l/, /bun-del/ n a collection of things tied together. • vb 1 to tie in a bundle. 2 to force to go in a hurry.


bungalow /»bång´«lo˘/, /bung-ga-loe/ n a low house usually of one storey.


bungee jumping /»båndZi˘ «dZåmpIN/, /bun-jee jum-ping/ n the act of jumping from a high place while the ankles are secured by an elastic cord.


bungle /»båNg´l/, /bung-gul/ vb to do badly or clumsily. • also n.


bunion /»bånj´n/, /bun-yon/ n a swelling on the foot, especially on the big toe.


bunk /bungk/ n 1 a narrow bed, especially in a ship. 2 one of a pair of beds placed one above the other.


bunker /»båNk´r/, /bung-ker/ n 1 a ship’s coal store. 2 a large chest for storing coal. 3 an indentation full of sand in a golf course.


bunny /»båni/, /bu-nee/ n (inf) a rabbit.


bunting /»båntIN/, /bun-ting/ n 1 a material used for making flags. 2 flags.


buoy /bçI/, /boy/ n an object floating in a fixed position to show ships the safe course. • vb 1 to keep afloat. 2 to support, to keep high. 3 to raise the spirits of.


buoyant /»bçI´nt/, /boy-ant/ adj 1 floating, able to float easily. 2 cheerful, optimistic. • n buoyancy.


bur, burr /b´r/, /bur/ n the prickly seed container of certain plants.


burden /»bŒrd´n/, /bur-den/ n 1 a load. 2 the chorus of a song. 3 the leading idea. • vb to load heavily. • adj burdensome.


bureau /»bjUro˘/, /byoo-ro/ n (pl bureaux or bureaus) 1 a writing desk with drawers. 2 an office.


bureaucracy /»bjUrÅkr´si/, /byoo-rok-ra-see/ n 1 a system of government by paid officials working for a government. 2 these officials taken as a group. 3 a system of doing things officially, often unnecessarily complicated and time-consuming.


burger see hamburger.


burglar /»bŒ˘rgl´r/, /bur-glar/ n a thief who breaks into a house.


burglary /bŒ˘rgl´ri/, /bur-gla-ree/ n the crime of breaking into a house.


burgle /»bŒ˘rg´l/, /bur-gul/ vb to commit burglary.


burial /»bEri´l/, /ber-ee-al/ n the act of putting into a grave.


burlap /»bŒ˘rlQp/, /bur-lap/ a course material used in making sacks.


burlesque /b´rlEsk/, /bur-lesk/ n a comic or mocking imitation, a parody, a caricature. • also adj and vb.


burly /»b´rli/, /bur-lee/ adj stout, big and strong.


burn /»b´rn/, /burn/ vb (pt, pp burned or burnt) 1 to be alight, to give out heat. 2 to be on fire. 3 to destroy or damage by fire. 4 to hurt or injure by fire. 5 to be very hot. 6 to feel great anger, passion, etc. • n a hurt caused by fire.


burner /»b´rn´r/, /bur-ner/ n the part of a stove, etc, from which the flame comes.


burnish /»b´rnIS/, /bur-nish/ vb to polish. • also n.


burr see bur.


burrow /»b´ro˘/, /bu-ro/ n a hole in the earth made by certain animals, e.g. rabbits, foxes, etc. • vb 1 to make by digging. 2 to search for something.


burst /b´rst/, /burst/ vb (pt, pp burst) 1 to break in pieces. 2 to rush, to go suddenly or violently. • n a sudden outbreak.


bury /»bEri/, /ber-ee/ vb 1 to put into a grave. 2 to put under ground.


bus /bås/, /bus/ n a large road vehicle for carrying passengers (short for omnibus). • vb (bussed, bussing) to transport by bus).


bush /bUS/, /boosh/ n 1 a small low tree. 2 wild, uncleared country; forest country.


bushel /»bUS´l/, /boo-shel/ n a dry measure (35.3 litres) for grain, etc.


bushy /»bUSi/, /boo-shee/ adj 1 full of bushes. 2 thick-growing.


business /»bIzn´s/, /biz-nis/ n 1 one’s work or job. 2 trade and commerce. 3 a matter that concerns a particular person. • adj businesslike.


bust /»båst/, /bust/ n 1 a statue showing only the head, shoulders and breast of a person. 2 the shoulders and breast.


bustle1 /»bås´l/, /bu-sel/ vb to move about busily and often fussily. • n noisy movement, hurry.


bustle2 /»bås´l/, /bu-sel/ n a frame or pad once worn to hold out the back of a woman’s skirt.


busy /»bIzi/, /bi-zee/ adj 1 always doing something. 2 at work, engaged in a job, etc. 3 full of people, traffic, etc. • vb to occupy. • adv busily.


busybody /»bIzI«bÅdi/, /bi-zee-bod-ee/n one who shows a lot of interest in the affairs of others, a meddler.


butcher /»bUtS´r/, /boo-cher/ n 1 one who kills and sells animals for food. 2 a cruel killer. • vb 1 to kill for food. 2 to kill cruelly.


butchery /»bUtS´ri/, /boo-che-ree/ n cruel slaughter.


butler /»båtl´r/, /but-ler/ n the chief manservant in a household, formerly in charge of the wine cellar.


butt1 /båt/, /but/ n 1 a large barrel. 2 the thicker end of a thing. 3 a cigarette end. • vb to strike with the head or horns.


butt2 /but/ n 1 a mark to be shot at. 2 the mound behind the targets for rifle practice. 3 a person who is always being made fun of.


butter /»båt´r/, /but-er/ n a spread made from milk.


buttercup /»båt´r«kåp/, /but-er-cup/ n a common yellow wild flower.


butterfly /»båt´r«flaI/, /but-er-flie/ n 1 an insect with large colourful wings. 2 a frivolous unreliable person.


buttermilk /»båt´r«mIlk/, /but-er-milk/ n the liquid that remains after butter has been made.


butterscotch /»båt´r«skÅtS/, /but-er-scotch/ n a hard toffee.


button /»båt´n/, /but-on/ n 1 a knob or disc to fasten one part of a garment to another. 2 something shaped like a button, especially a knob or switch on an electrical appliance. • vb to fasten with buttons.


buttonhole /»båt´n«ho˘l/, /but-on-hole/ n 1 a hole for a button. 2 a flower worn in a buttonhole. • vb to stop and hold in conversation.


buy /baI/, /bye/ vb (pt, pp bought) to obtain by paying for.


buyer /baIr/, /bye-yer/ n 1 one who buys. 2 one whose job is to buy goods.


buzz /båz/, /buz/ n a humming noise. • also vb.


buzzard /»båz´rd/, /bu-zard/ n a type of hawk.


by /baI/, /bye/ prep 1 next to. 2 by the means of. 3 through the work of. 2 past.


by and by /baI ´n »baI/, /bye an bye/ adv soon. • n by-and-by a future occasion or time.


bye /baI/, /bye/ n 1 in cricket, a run made from a ball that is not hit. 2 in a competition, a pass without contest into the next round.


bye-law see bylaw.


by-election /»baIi«lEkS´n/, /bye-e-lec-shun/ n an election held when the person elected at a general election has resigned or has died.


bygone /»baI»gÅn/, /bye-gon/ adj (fml) past.


bylaw, bye-law /»baI»lÅ/, /by-law/ n a law made by a local body and applying to the area in which the body has authority.


by-product /»baI«prAdåkt/, /by-prod-uct/ n something made in the course of making a more important article.


bystander /»baI«stQnd´r/, /bye-stan-der/ n an onlooker, a spectator.


byte /b´It/, /bite/ n the unit of storage in a computer memory.


byway /»baIweI/, /bye-way/ n a side road.




C


C, c /si˘/, /see/ n 1 the third letter of the English alphabet. 2 (mus) the first note of the scale of C major.


cab /kQb/, /cab/ n 1 a taxi. 2 (old) a horse carriage for public hire. 3 the driver’s part of a railway engine or truck.


cabaret /»kQb´«reI/, /ca-ba-ray/ n a form of light entertainment consisting of songs and dancing, usually performed in a nightclub or restaurant.


cabbage /»kQb´dZ/, /ca-bidge/ n a common vegetable with edible leaves formed into a bud.


cabin /»kQbIn/, /ca-bin/ n 1 a small, simple house, a hut. 2 a room on a ship for passengers to stay in. 3 the space available for passengers or crew on an aircraft. 4 the covered part of a yacht.


cabinet /»kQbIn´t/, /cab-net/ n 1 a display case. 2 a piece of furniture with drawers. 3 a case or container for a radio, television, etc. 4 (cap) the chief ministers in a government.


cable /»keIb´l/, /cay-bl/ n 1 a strong rope, often of wire. 2 a chain attached to a ship’s anchor. 3 an undersea or underground telegraph or telephone line. 4 a bundle of electric wires enclosed in a pipe. 5 a message sent by cable. 6 cable television. • vb to send a message by cable, sense 3.
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