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CHAPTER 1.




THE FARMER AND THE ANGLER



The anchorite, Armando, rose one day


And yawned, ‘There’s nothing in the sea or sky


To bother me. My life is like a play


Without antagonists – and this is why


I need a change. The saints in time gone-by


Had martyrdoms. But martyrs now? Who cares


For pangs and agonies? The public want affairs.’


So off he sets. He lines a rowing boat


And sculls across the brine. The plish-a-plash


Of oars, disturbing fish, sends out remote


Competing ripples as the crumbled ash


Of breakers blows above the paddle-thrash.


‘I live too quietly. I need a feat


To prove at last I’m worthy of the saintly seat.


‘The formula is clear: what people like


Is heedlessness that’s followed by contrition.


A child, I was an unconforming tyke


But adolescence banished my ambition.


To gallivant is in a great tradition.


It’s criminal to leave one’s line uncast:


I want a stint of stunts to call “my reckless past”.’


With reasoning like this, he hits an island.


He ties his ship and shimmies up a slope


Until he finds a farmstead in the highland,


The sort of spot young lovers might elope.


Beside a weathered copper telescope,


He meets a farmer swigging from a flagon,
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