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  Multi-Roling




  This play should be performed by a minimum of five actors. Voice roles can be distributed however best seen fit. Below is my preference for how characters should be distributed:




  Hope




  Passenger 1/Stagehand/Forest Ranger/Angel/Customer




  Flight Attendant/Neighbour/Sister/Passenger 2
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  Casting
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  Wayne (Police Officer) is a white man in his mid-forties to late fifties.
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  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  







  




  1.




  HOPE. It’s funny, back there in the toilet I was having a little panic attack when I remembered this joke. A joke my mum told me.




  It’s an old joke so you probably already know it, although – I mean there’s so many different versions maybe you don’t.




  Know this one.




  Beat.




  It goes –




  Once upon a time there’s an angel called Norman.




  And Norman’s not super-senior or anything – you know, he’s not an executive angel but he does have his own assistants, so –




  He’s middle management, basically.




  Anyway, one day Norman’s just sitting in his cloud – just doing his daily sudoku when – BANG. He hears this massive crash.




  And at first he assumes another angel’s caused it –




  That maybe Donna in HR has smashed her bonsai tree again except he’s looking at Donna and she seems just as confused. In fact, all the angels he can see look confused. And some of them are gasping. Some of them are pointing down from their clouds and actually gasping.




  So Norman looks down and ends up gasping too cos what he sees is Earth, the Earth they’re meant to be protecting, being invaded by giants – being invaded by massive fucking giants.




  Beat.




  So this sends the angels into a bit of a panic –




  You know, Donna now does destroy her bonsai tree –




  But Norman stays comparatively calm. He’s like, ‘Right that is alarming but the execs will know what to do. I may as well have lunch.’




  And so he does – he tucks into his lunch. But as he’s forking cold risotto into his mouth he gets an e-invite to an urgent angel-wide conference call. So he puts down the fork and joins the call. ‘Don’t panic,’ says the chief exec, ‘because we’ve just sent a message to the giants asking them to leave. So, everything is under control,’ she says –




  And the rest of the angels clap.




  Except it’s now five months, twenty conference calls and a hundred and nineteen messages later, and the giants still haven’t left. You know, Norman’s confidence in his superiors is starting to wane.




  So one day, today, for the first time ever, Norman raises his hand during a weekly conference call.




  ‘Uh yes, Norman, is it?’ says the chief exec.




  ‘Hi, yeah,’ says Norman, ‘I was just wondering if maybe we need to do more than send messages? Because I’ve been going through old financial reports and it turns out that for the last fifty years or so we’ve actually been sort of arming them – sort of mass-selling them the crystals that make our halos shine which gives them their super-strength. And we’re still supplying it apparently. So, uh – well, what I was thinking is, maybe we should stop that?’




  Beat.




  ‘HA HA HA HA HA,’ laugh the angels.




  ‘Oh Normycakes,’ says the chief exec, ‘you are silly, aren’t you? But no, I think the sensible course of action would be to send another message and then all wear these T-shirts I’ve designed that say – “Pick on someone your own size, bitches!” I’ve got them in purple, yellow and green.’




  And then all the angels clap and Norman leaves the call humiliated –




  Vowing never to speak in an angel-wide meeting again –
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