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Consider the lilies, how they grow:  they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.


LUKE 12:27 ESV















Introduction





Discover the peace that comes from trusting in God’s faithful care, provision, and protection. This devotional book invites you to let go of worry and embrace a life anchored in God’s promises.


Consider the Lilies will encourage you each day to release your anxieties and find comfort in God’s unchanging love. Through daily reflections, Scriptures, and prayers, you’ll be reminded that God still provides for the lilies and watches over you with even greater care. Experience a year of hope, peace, and trust in God’s faithful provision.


Be assured that you are held by a loving Father who meets every need and rest in the knowledge that his protection surrounds you wherever you go.













January





Jesus Christ is the same  yesterday and today and forever.


HEBREWS 13:8 NASB


 








JANUARY 1


Provision





May He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness.


2 CORINTHIANS 9:10 NKJV


The beginning of generosity is provision. Just as a farmer requires seed for a harvest, we must also be provided with something to sow. God has supplied you with everything you need to help grow his kingdom. He will increase your resources as you diligently plant the seeds of faith.


As God multiplies your resources, he will also increase the harvest; that is, the good that comes from what you have sown. He gives to you generously that you might be generous.


Be encouraged to give from what he has given you and watch the blessings in your life increase.


 











JANUARY 2


Brisk Walk Deep Talk





Bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.


1 TIMOTHY 4:8 NKJV


There’s nothing like a brisk walk to get your heart rate up and help you to clear your head. If you are headed outside, it can be a time to cut yourself off from all the distractions that easily grab you when you are home. You might be someone who likes to put something in your ears when you exercise—like music or inspirational messages.


Try something different the next time you head out. As this Scripture says, the exercise does benefit you but so will a great conversation with a close friend.


Combine exercise with time to connect with someone you love. Listen, talk, and encourage one another in your faith.


 











JANUARY 3


Get Together





When we get together, I want to encourage you in your faith, but I also want to be encouraged by yours.


ROMANS 1:12 NLT


There is something wonderful about meeting up for coffee or a quick dessert. Not only is this a simple pleasure, but it sets the tone for good conversation. You probably have a lot of conversations throughout your day, but it is good to be intentional with those in your life who help to build you up in your faith.


Take some time to get together with another believer and share with them what God has been teaching you right now. Ask them questions. Take advantage of times together to encourage each other and wrestle with some bigger questions of faith.


Invite Jesus into your time with friends and watch the growth in your lives as you experience the joy of getting together.


 











JANUARY 4


Presence





You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with you forever.


PSALM 16:11 NLT


It doesn’t always feel like life is full of God’s presence and pleasures. Sometimes it actually feels like the opposite. Many of the psalms explore the feelings of those times when God feels absent, and it’s important to acknowledge these as genuine human emotions.


The truth is that God is always near and willing to show us the way of life. Sometimes our darkest times can turn into our closest times with our maker.


If you are feeling estranged from him right now, ask him to grant you the joy of his presence and allow your heart to be filled with the knowledge of living into eternity.


 











JANUARY 5


Take No Offense





People who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are spiritual can understand what the Spirit means.


1 CORINTHIANS 2:14 NLT


It can be easy to have a day full of wondering where God is in the middle of it all. We can admit that sometimes faith in Christ seems absurd. We can feel a form of persecution when we hear others laugh about Christianity or find a way to blame religion for all the wrong in the world.


To the world, the message of the cross is offensive. To those of us who believe, however, we find in the message of Christ our true fulfilment because it is a message full of hope, peace, and joy. Jesus can handle your doubt but ask him to restore an unwavering faith so you know you are living in the truth.


Choose not to be offended by someone’s ignorance of your faith today. Pray for them instead.


 











JANUARY 6


Breath of God





The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.


GENESIS 1:2 ESV


You might not consider yourself very spiritual if you benchmarked yourself against how often you pray, attend church, or read the Bible. However, as a believer, you have received Jesus who has breathed new life in you.


The word for the Holy Spirit in this verse, ruach, can mean wind, breath, or spirit. The Spirit that was hovering over the waters in the beginning is the same Spirit that lives in you and is as natural as your breathing.


You don’t have to be religious or have nailed down every spiritual discipline, just be welcoming of the Holy Spirit within and watch him turn the ordinary into something extraordinary!


 











JANUARY 7


Still Hope





“Now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you.”


PSALM 39:7 ESV


In the innocence of our youth, it can be so easy to believe things that seem impossible. The opportunities of life are like an open book before us. When our stories are in the beginning stages, there is an ease and rhythm to everything. The thought of the future is exciting to most, not intimidating. The more life we live, the more experience we get, and the more unknown variables insert themselves into our stories. What once seemed simplistic is complicated by matters that challenge our belief systems.


But this is where our stories deepen, and the faithfulness of the Lord shines through the testing of our faith. Through it all, God is unchanging. His loyal love never leaves us. As our understanding of his kindness deepens along with the pain we inevitably experience, our capacity for extending his mercy also grows.


Continue to hope, for there is always more available through fellowship with the Spirit.


 











JANUARY 8


Continual Surrender





By the help of your God, return; Observe mercy and justice, And wait on your God continually.


HOSEA 12:6 NKJV


It is never too late to build a life on the foundation of God’s mercy. Whether you have been following him for decades or for days, each moment is a new opportunity to rely on his love. His ways are better than our own. His wisdom is purer than the logic of the world’s systems. God is more reliable than the sunrise.


When we learn to wait on him, we are better for it. Instead of rushing ahead in our own strength to accomplish what we think is best, let us surrender our plans to him. As we move forward, when we know him well, we will know when to pause, when to redirect, and when to keep pushing through.


Above all, know him well. Love him well, being merciful and promoting justice and peace with your life. You will not be disappointed when he is your constant help and guide.


 











JANUARY 9


A Way Prepared





“Build up, build up, prepare the road! Remove the obstacles out of the way of my people.”


ISAIAH 57:14 NIV


There is an open road to heaven’s gates laid out before us. The courts of our great God and King are welcoming and accessible to all who will enter in. Jesus made it clear through his life and through the ministry of his Word that all who want to come to the Father must come to him first.


Through Jesus, we are able to enter into unhindered connection with the Father of glory. There are no hoops to jump through, no moving targets to master in order to know God.


In submission to God, through faith in Jesus, and in the aligning of your life with his loyal love, you will find yourself at home in him with no obstacles to separate you.


 











JANUARY 10


In the Meantime





It is not yet time for the message to come true, but that time is coming soon; the message will come true. It may seem like a long time, but be patient and wait for it, because it will surely come; it will not be delayed.


HABAKKUK 3:2 NCV


When we are waiting on the fulfillment of God’s promises in our lives, and in the world at large, it is important to maintain the right perspective. God’s timing is not our own. Where we would be hasty, God is full of patience, waiting for all things to be properly aligned in his purposes. He is not slow in answering his promises.


God is full of mercy, and he can see what we cannot. He is faithful. His character is unchanging. Instead of being influenced by our circumstances, let’s let our faith influence them. God’s truth will always prevail, and he will not be made a liar.


Practice patience and persistence. He is making a way, and when he says it is time, nothing will stop him.


 











JANUARY 11


An Excellent Fight





I have fought an excellent fight. I have finished my full course with all my might and I’ve kept my heart full of faith.


2 TIMOTHY 4:7 TPT


When you are training, it is one thing to persevere in preparation. Some days you may hit your mark, and others you may struggle to meet it. But there is nothing like the energy and thrill of a crowd to push you beyond your normal peak. Knowing that others are watching can cause one to gain a new burst of energy and focus.


In faith, too, there are times when we are pushing through with all we’ve got on the lonely stretches. But then we remember that there is a crowd of witnesses cheering us on. Let us throw off the things that hinder us and keep that pace. The finish line is not far off!


There is strength to be found in the camaraderie of faithful followers in the race of life. Remember today that you are not doing this alone.


 











JANUARY 12


Welcomed In





“Everything that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I certainly will not cast out.”


JOHN 6:37 NASB


We have been welcomed in with open arms into God’s great kingdom through Jesus. We come to him through faith, and he transforms us by the power of his Spirit in our lives. He will never turn us away when we come to him.


Let that sink in. He welcomes you with the undying affection of a father toward his children. He runs to meet you whenever you turn to him. There is nothing that could keep him from meeting you. His love compels him toward you, so run freely toward him without delay.


Whatever your hesitations have been, leave them behind today and run into the arms of your loving God. He is already running toward you.


 











JANUARY 13


No Doubt





Let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.


JAMES 1:6 NKJV


There is nothing on earth that compares to the life God has called us to and wants to bless us with. When we are able to overcome our doubt and live by faith, we will experience a freedom which is not available any other way. Yet we all, admittedly, struggle with doubts.


There is no hope for us unless we anchor ourselves in the Word of God and ask him to hold us with his mighty hand. In his grasp, we will be safe from the crashing waves of life that attempt to drown us and pull us under. Peter stepped out of the boat in faith and began to sink because of doubt, so Jesus reached out and saved him in his mercy.


You don’t ever need to doubt God, but when you do, he will still keep you from drowning because of his abundant mercy and love for you.


 











JANUARY 14


Moving Mountains





Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.


ISAIAH 40:4 NIV


There is no way out. Ever feel that way? Life can present us with ways that seem like dead ends, capable of opening up only if there is some type of supernatural intervention. We confess we need a miracle.


Thankfully, we have a miracle worker, and he is always working on our behalf in unseen places. He sees everything that we are going through. He is capable of moving our mountains, parting our seas, and eventually, bringing us into eternity, where he has prepared a place for us. Nothing is impossible with our God.


When you hit a wall and there appears to be no solution, remember that you serve a God of limitless power. Go to him in faith and expectation of what he will do.


 











JANUARY 15


He Has Delivered





When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.


PSALM 34:17 ESV


We have been told that there are no guarantees in life, but for the children of God, there are. We have a promise from God that when we, who have been made righteous by the blood of Christ, call out to him, he hears, he answers, and he delivers. That is the absolute truth.


God’s ways are higher than ours. When we cry out to him, we sometimes think we have the perfect and only solution. But then God overrules, and we should be thankful that he does. He gives us his very best, delivering us in his wisdom and love.


Call out to God today and listen to his solution for your troubles. He knows you better than anyone in all of time and space, and he will move toward you in love and faithfulness.


 











JANUARY 16


Sinking Sand





He lifted me out of the pit of despair, out of the mud and the mire. He set my feet on solid ground and steadied me as I walked along.


PSALM 40:2 NLT


When you were a little kid, did you ever play sinking sand? It is a game that usually involves jumping from pillow to pillow or couch to couch because if you touch the ground, that’s sinking sand! As adults we can fall into the routine of living life the same way, jumping from one thing to the next, terrified of failure. Life in Christ doesn’t need to be like this though.


No good pursuit or busy schedule is going to save you. A life built on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ is the only thing that will keep you grounded. He is the solid ground, steady and sure, and even if you fail, you can never mess up enough to sink.


Be aware of your footing and what you trust in today and pray about if you need to shift to relying on Christ instead of other things.


 











JANUARY 17


Always Good





The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him.


LAMENTATIONS 3:25 NIV


You know how you can hear about a restaurant and how great a particular dish is from others, but it’s not until you taste it for yourself that you really know? You have to experience it firsthand to be able to proclaim to someone how good it is. You run a risk when you go partake of the meal, however. You risk it not being as good as you hoped; you risk being let down.


There is a risk when we hope. When we choose to partake of hope, we risk being let down by whatever it is we are hoping in or for. Is God really as good as everyone else has said he is? As the Scriptures proclaim he is? The only way to really know is to hope in him—to take a risk and find out.


Here’s a little secret: God never disappoints. He is good, but don’t settle for taking everyone’s word on it! Taste and see, and find out for yourself.


 











JANUARY 18


New Self





Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.


EPHESIANS 4:22-24 ESV


Paul makes a distinction between life before Christ and life after. He is not asking us to simply replace sinful lifestyle with a moral lifestyle or obviously bad deeds for seemingly good deeds. He is telling us that when we become Christians, we are handed a new life in Christ. A difference should be present.


In verse 17, Paul talks about life before Christ and how people have futile minds. This means they are living with no regard for God or his ways. They are self-focused and living with no thought to eternal consequence. He mentions that this is a thought pattern.


Do you live as if God exists? Put off your old self and walk in freedom and life with God.


 











JANUARY 19


Promised Inheritance





Your faith and love rise within you as you access all the treasures of your inheritance stored up in the heavenly realm. For the revelation of the true gospel is as real today as the day you first heard of our glorious hope, now that you have believed in the truth of the gospel.


COLOSSIANS 1:5 TPT


The promises of God are a guarantee; they aren’t going anywhere. Your inheritance is a sure thing. Believing in Jesus is not a bait-and-switch tactic or a gimmick with a catch. When you choose to follow him, Jesus says that his promises toward you are a done deal. And who is more faithful than God? His reputation of keeping his promises and being faithful proceed him. This is a truth that cannot be shaken or stolen and doesn’t get destroyed or old and broken with time.


The glorious truth of trusting in Jesus is just as wonderful on day 1,000 as it is on day one. Isn’t that good news? Let this news bring you hope. Let your faith and love rise up in your soul as you consider the sure foundation that you stand on.


Don’t let the gospel message become old or stale. Open your mouth in praise to the Creator and in exclamation of this truth to those around you.


 











JANUARY 20


Never Lack





The LORD is my shepherd, I have what I need. He lets me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside quiet waters.


PSALM 23:1-2 CSB


The world wants to tell you that what is most important is taking care of yourself. It says that your self-care is all up to you, and to feel better in life you just need to get away, get a manicure, get a massage, or take a trip to the mall. Though these things are not bad, they fall short, as most of our attempts at self-care will.


Instead, look to God to supply all your needs. Turning to your good shepherd is the best self-care gift you can give yourself; it’s the only one that will truly heal and refresh. Jesus is waiting to whisper to you, “In me, you will never lack.”


There is only one who can bring you to waters that will make you never thirst again and bread that will alleviate all hunger. Only one can restore your soul—Jesus.


 











JANUARY 21


Soul Restoration





He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake.


PSALM 23:3 NKJV


You’ve already chosen to let God care for you by picking up this book. It shows that you place a priority on reading his Word. Good job! There are many important things asking for attention but being in his Word and in prayer are the most important for your faith. Continue to persevere in this, dwelling in his Word and praying.


Instead of hitting snooze in the morning, grab that cup of coffee and your Bible. Sleep is important, but Jesus is better than that extra fifteen minutes every time. It can be hard to ask for help, but those who find God as their happy place embrace dependency on God.


Asking God for what you need is the action that shows the posture of your heart. You want the posture of your heart to be turned toward the Father. He alone will restore you.


 











JANUARY 22


Every Day Refreshment





Fill us with your love every morning. Then we will sing and rejoice all our lives.


PSALM 90:14 NCV


Many of us take time to start our mornings with a full mug of coffee or tea. Reading this devotional means you’re also taking time to fill your soul. What is the key to a good life? It’s this right here—being filled with God’s love. Just like our morning beverages, we need it fresh every day. Most of us empty our coffee mugs every morning and our spiritual mugs every day.


If you are living a life for God, you are constantly pouring into those around you, which is a great thing! But those who pour out need to be filled up again. When you start your days in your strength and skip out on God’s Word, you start on empty. Most people don’t like cold, old coffee either. If you set your mug down and forget about it, do you pick it up a few days later and drink it? Usually not. When the coffee gets cold and old, it usually gets thrown out.


Bring your cold heart before the flame of God every day and ask him to fill it afresh.


 











JANUARY 23


Content in Christ





I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.


PHILIPPIANS 4:12 NIV


Self-help book after self-help book promise you the secret to the life you’ve always wanted. They keep getting published. If you just pay a small fee, or use this product, or join our program, we promise it will change your life! You’ve heard it before. They can be rather alluring, don’t you think? Who doesn’t want to be in on a grand secret that can make life better? But none of those man-made methods will satisfy.


Paul writes the secret right here: a timeless truth that trumps them all. Do you want to know the secret to contentment? You find it in Christ. That’s the secret. If you are abiding in Christ, you can live content in poverty and in wealth. You can live content through trials and in joyous moments. You can be satisfied in any circumstance because your rock and refuge are Christ. It’s not a trick, not a gimmick, not a “but wait, there’s more!” kind of ad.


It’s really this simple: abide in Christ and God will give you everything you need.


 











JANUARY 24


Keeping Pace





Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.


1 TIMOTHY 6:12 NASB


Do you admire people who are really into running? Maybe you are an avid runner. There is a lot to be learned from the sport of running that can be used as a metaphor for the Christian life. The apostle Paul likens our Christian life to a race, not because we are competing against one another, but because to run a long race it takes endurance.


Endurance is an important character trait that you grow in as you allow the Holy Spirit to do his sanctifying work in you. There is a shift in your life when you realize that being a Christian is not just a prayer you pray, but a lifetime race that requires you to keep pace with the Holy Spirit.


God is not a crazy task master; he’s the perfect coach, gently working with you to become more like Christ.


 











JANUARY 25


Drawing Closer





The LORD is near to all who call on him, yes, to all who call on him in truth.


PSALM 145:18 NLT


If things don’t turn out the way we have planned, does that mean that God hasn’t answered our prayers? We can’t simplify our life and prayers and God like that. When we do, we put God in a box—where he does not belong. God is not our great genie in the sky, granting wishes or denying them.


A red flag in this area would be if you move on and forget about God when he answers your prayer until the next time a request pops up. Prayer is a part of your relationship with God. It strengthens your faith, exposes your weaknesses, and leads to real communion with the Father. God won’t always answer your prayers the way you think he should or even in the time that you want.


Do you see a red flag in your prayer life? Come to God with expectancy to grow in a relationship instead of demanding your own way.


 











JANUARY 26


Grow Up





When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put away childish things.


1 CORINTHIANS 13:11 NLT


The writer of Hebrews is not saying that simple teachings, like repentance and faith, need to be abolished in the church. There is nothing new under the sun; no new revelation is going to come down. The writer is making a case for believers to strengthen what they know about these matters, and then continue learning Scripture.


Sometimes, we can mistake new enlightenment with maturity. There is the temptation to create something new out of Scripture, to find a new way or a new revelation and follow it. This makes people appear mature and knowledgeable about the Bible. Though we are called to grow and mature, be wary of teachings that offer something new.


Scripture is alive, and it doesn’t need to be reborn. Become mature in the wise teachings of Scripture and grow in your faith.


 











JANUARY 27


Invitation to Surrender





“You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”  Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.


MATTHEW 8:26 NIV


Life is not a steady stream. It comes at us in waves. Waves of achievement, of grief, of joy, of pain. Just like waves sweep in and out of the ocean, life ebbs and flows around us. Life is like the waves that crashed up against the rocking boat where the disciples sat.


You have an invitation this morning to surrender your boat. You can step out of whatever earthly thing your security is in as you navigate the waves coming at you. You can step out in faith in the one who can calm those waves.


As you come out of your boat, look into the eyes of Jesus. Those who step out of their boats keep their eyes focused on Jesus, not on the waves around them.


 











JANUARY 28


Stick With It





Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.


HEBREWS 10:36 NLT


Before GPS and smart phones, people had to use atlases. They would keep these big paper maps in their cars. When they went on a road trip, they pulled out the map, using highlighters to mark out the route. Now, technology maps it out for us, warning us about roadblocks, construction, and even hazards ahead. What luxury!


In this journey of faith, we all experience trials and tribulations. Like a GPS, James is warning us that there will be hazards and roadblocks ahead. The destination? Spiritual maturity. Going through tough things doesn’t mean you’ve strayed onto a backroad, leaving God’s mapped out plan for your life. Though sin can do that to us, we often face the very trials God has placed for us to persevere through on these supposed backroads.


Trials will build your faith and make you more mature in Christ, helping you get to your final destination. Take heart and be blessed as you persevere.


 











JANUARY 29


Walking





What you have heard from the beginning is to remain in you. If what you have heard from the beginning remains in you, then you will remain in the Son and in the Father.


1 JOHN 2:24 CSB


Doctors will tell you it’s important to stay active. Even a simple walk around the block is good for your health. We don’t walk as much as people used to because of cars, planes, bikes, and other modes of transportation. In the Bible, walking is a common theme. In the very beginning, Adam and Eve walked in the garden with God. There was intimacy in those walks: the Creator of the universe and the first humans together. In the Old Testament, those in close relationship with God “walked with God.”


Jesus walked all over Israel with his disciples, teaching about the kingdom. Some of their discussions happened while walking along and are recorded in the gospels. Jesus walked up the hill at Calvary, bearing the cross so that you could walk with him as Adam and Eve did in the garden.


Walking is a form of abiding by stepping together. Jesus is inviting you to walk with him. Won’t you step out in faith today?


 











JANUARY 30


Gift of Faith





“If you believe, you will receive whatver you ask for in prayer.”


MATTHEW 21:22 NIV


Isn’t it easier when A equals B? Some believers try to take Scriptures, like this one, in that way. If you ask God, and believe hard enough, he will give you what you want. A equals B. Easy math! The danger in this is we might miss what Jesus is really teaching here by not accounting the Bible’s teachings as a whole. This view of prayer compromises the sovereignty of God and ignores other parts of Scripture.


Then it gets confusing. Did Jesus not just give us a clear imperative to have faith? Doesn’t Jesus want us to pray in faith? Of course he does! But he is not asking you to force yourself into belief. He’s asking you to submit your needs and lay them before God. Faith comes from the Spirit as a gift. The very act of prayer gives you the gift of faith.


It’s in the drawing near, the asking, the submitting, that faith works in you. It becomes less about getting a specific thing as God makes known to you his will and his way.


 











JANUARY 31


All Your Heart





One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.”


MATTHEW 22:34-38 NIV


The Pharisees were always trying to trip up Jesus. They wanted nothing more than to find fault with him—a reason to put him on trial or do away with him. So when they asked him which of all the commandments was the greatest, they were hoping that he would somehow fail to come up with the correct answer.


As usual, Jesus got it right. And, oh, how right it was! When we love the Lord our God with all our hearts, everything else falls into place.


Put God first in your heart and life. Then, when you are tested with myriads of questions, you can trust God to give you the right answer at just the right time.
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