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FOREWORD

The purpose of God, to reach humanity with the message of salvation, has not diminished across generations. He entrusts that eternal assignment to men who are willing and available. The author of Salvation Manual: Topical Exegesis, Nsikan E. Johnny, was challenged in a service, at which his pastor demanded to know how many times members of the congregation read the whole Bible. One person answered, saying “twenty-plus”. That incident planted in him the hunger for the word of God, which led him to design ways to read and understand the Bible. The Lord at several instances kept pointing him to these facts: the primary purpose of the Bible is to unfold the salvation of humanity through Christ; the doctrine of salvation is foundational to every subject in the word of God; and each subject must be interpreted in the light of salvation through Christ. The author’s unwavering dislike of wrong biblical teachings, either deliberately for selfish motives or out of ignorance, is unparalleled.

It has been my pleasure to know Nsikan E. Johnny for quite some time in a friendship that has gone from mere acquaintance to being co-labourers in ministry. His vision to reach out to people with the truth relating to salvation led him to organise Bible studies which he taught at his office. Later, he sponsored a Bible quiz programme on radio in Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria. In 2015, the vision expanded to a national level through the Bible ‘Answer and Win’ programme on social media and its accompanying blog site, which he presided over to transform lives. However, the vision has not stopped; it keeps growing, which is evident in this book, all in a bid to promote the message of salvation to the ends of the earth.

The subject of salvation resonates through the book’s pages. The book is eternally valuable, scripturally based, doctrinally sound and reflects God’s will about salvation, which is beneficial for all ages. It is given with prayers to positively change the erroneous trend concerning Bible truth and salvation. This remarkable work instructs and illustrates the importance of the Bible as a manual for our lives. It helps unlock salvation principles that will benefit both preachers and teachers of the word and all who would live a Christ-like life. It is shaped with one thought in mind: to help people understand God’s word with an emphasis on salvation. The book is well written, informative and an eye-opener for Christians who want to know God for themselves. It implores Christians to study the Bible from the angle of salvation, which will protect them from possible errors of wrong teachings.

A big thanks to the author for writing this much-needed manual. Through the help of the Holy Spirit, I believe this piece of work will help people return to the narrow path, now that the door of mercy is still open. I recommend this book to you, fellow pilgrims; it shall serve as a guide through this world back to our heavenly home.

Revd B. Agbor Anayo

Bristol, UK.


	

PREFACE

Precious things in the world are hard to come by, and sometimes when found they are highly priced. Salvation is more precious than anything else and is not without a cost or price. Christ paid the price through His death and He admonishes us to carry our cross and follow Him. This entails responsibility on our part to obtain this gift of salvation. If a man finds a jewel of inestimable value, will he not sell all he has to enable him to purchase it? The gift of salvation is something we should go all out to obtain, with all that is in us and all we have.

This book is written and published chiefly with a view to enlightening many. In defence of that which is true and with a desire to correct the many erroneous teachings spreading through the church, I think of this book as a valuable companion for all genuine seekers journeying through life. My soul’s salvation and the salvation of others have always driven me to create avenues and systems to spread the gospel. Lying deep in my heart, the great commission demanded by the Saviour has become not only a purpose but a passion for continuing my Master’s work and making known to the world the burden placed in my heart by the Holy Spirit.

The scripture says that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17). But what happens when the word is not correctly taught, or correctly taught but not completely broken down and hence not properly understood? So much has gone wrong among sincere seekers of God due to a lack of understanding of the scriptures. That is why we have preachers, called and empowered by the Holy Spirit, to teach the word and ensure mankind find their way back to God. However, many still teach wrongly due to many factors. As such, souls are endangered and instead of being saved they proceed to hell. Against this backdrop, Salvation Manual: Topical Exegesis is born – it is a series of topical commentaries on each book of the Bible that explains vital biblical subjects with the emphasis on salvation.

Knowledge is power, but nothing is as powerful as the right knowledge of the word of God. All those who find the Bible hard to understand or who have questions should try reading this book. Assuredly, all your doubts and confusion will be cleared. If you are ready to make sacrifices towards the salvation of your soul, Salvation Manual: Topical Exegesis is for you. If you desire to understand God and His works by following His word, Salvation Manual: Topical Exegesis is the guide. With this book, the messages in the Bible are explained with their right application. The Bible contains the word of God and this book details the right and practical application of the word to ensure the salvation of our souls.


	

INTRODUCTION

Much of man’s foremost quest in life has often revolved around the needs that affect his survival and ensure his relevance. From a tender age to the winter of his life, he devises plans and spares no effort in attaining these goals. However, in his ephemeral pursuits man often ignores attention to matters with eternal value.

Ask a man without eyes about his greatest need and he will most likely tell you he wants to see. Quiz some people who have had to endure penury on what they desire most and they will most certainly tell you they want riches. While these desires in and of themselves are not wrong, they do not rank as man’s prime need or what is most essential for us. Man’s greatest need has never been the food that satiates his hunger, the building that gives him shelter, the status that makes him relevant or anything that caters to his physical needs. The salvation of our souls constitutes the greatest need and should occupy the top echelon of our priorities. The words of Jesus, “seek first the kingdom of God”, strikes at the core of what should be our life’s goal. It entails prioritising the salvation of our soul over anything else in the world. It is what we should long for, strive for and live for. The words in this book have been written to help you achieve a precious and priceless gift – salvation – that will make your existence in this world a meaningful one.

Salvation Manual: Topical Exegesis of the Book of Genesis Vol. 1 expounds on what has been written in the book of Genesis Chapter 1 to 25, though relevant references are taken from other books of the Bible. The lessons you will learn are drawn partly from the context of the scriptures, the express commands of God and from the lives and experiences of several biblical characters. We examine the strengths and flaws, successes and failures of some biblical characters and extract valuable lessons that will guide us on the journey through life. While we can scan through the Bible and get a general understanding of the stories within these chapters, this book will draw your attention to vital lessons we may not have noticed. Remember that every scripture is given by God and is useful for teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16).

The phrase ‘emphasis on salvation’ reverberates through the pages of this book. This concept portrays how we are to approach the study of God’s word – focusing our minds on how the word of God will help us grow intimately in our relationship with God, a relationship that will culminate in a glorious eternal destination with God.

In this book, the questions we have always wondered about, the issues that often bother us, and the problems we have painstakingly sought solutions to are accurately addressed. One of the many mysteries that has intrigued the minds of mankind is the origin of God. Many wonder how and when the Creator of the universe came into existence. Several theories and opinions have been offered to explain this phenomenon. While some have their basis in the scripture, others have been drawn from outside it. From the information provided in the Bible, it will be explained to you whether God has an origin or not. Another question that has boggled the minds of many is whether drinking alcohol is approved or condemned by God. Tithing has also been a topic of contention, with opinions varying among believers. Salvation Manual: Topical Exegesis of the Book of Genesis Vol. 1 provides answers to these questions and many others that have posed a challenge to people.

Many people also wonder why the world is in so much disarray; they wonder why God created the things that cause diseases and natural disasters in the world. The answer to these questions in this book will clarify these grey areas for you and strengthen your faith in God. Also, regardless of their social and economic status, many people have often wondered what their purpose in life is. From God’s assignment to the first man, before sin came into the picture, man’s purpose on earth is addressed. This purpose is drawn from a focal point and projected to every man’s life on earth. Understanding and adhering to this lesson will help you live a purposeful and fulfilled life, no matter what your field of endeavour.

Also detailed in this book is God’s awesomeness, which is expressed in the magnificent creation of the world. His love for those who fear Him is demonstrated by His guidance, protection and provision. Other information you will learn about God is His providence, His abhorrence for sin, the equity in His justice system, His faithfulness in keeping to His promise and His relentless pursuit of restoring His broken relationship with man.

In this book you will also discover God’s expectations of the way man should conduct himself and relate to his fellow man. Since man was fashioned in God’s image, he is expected to replicate God’s nature of holiness. There is no other option in this expectation, nor is there an allowance for compromise. Everything you need to know to fulfil this divine mandate is contained in this book. If you desire to stand out in a world filled with temptations and sin, the information provided in this book will help you live a distinguished life. Through the context of the scriptures and the lives of various biblical heroes, you will learn what it means to be blameless, what true circumcision is, how to overcome temptations and live a consecrated life. Also provided in this book are the indispensable elements – the word of God and prayer, that will help us attain and sustain holiness in our Christian walk. God’s expectation is that we live above sin, but peradventure we fall into sin; what should our reaction be? From the lives of those who walked before us we will learn the attitude we should exhibit when we err. We will learn how we can grow in intimacy with God by communing with Him and how valuable the word of God – the Bible – is if we study it with an emphasis on salvation and obey it without reservation.

This manual will guide us as we journey through this world as pilgrims. In it, you will see how we are to demonstrate love towards our fellow man and how we are to react to those who offend us. Disunity has played a crucial role in the inability of a group to work together to achieve a common goal. From this book you will learn the power of unity as an indispensable tool for success.

Another aspect of our existence that is spotlighted in this book is family. If you desire marital guidance you will come across vital information to help you. Other family-related matters such as impartial parental love, our attitude to parental misconduct, how to handle strife within the family, the relevance of parental blessing in marriage and putting your house in order before your demise have been comprehensively discussed to broaden your understanding. The ideal qualities to look out for in your choice of spouse and God’s design for marriage is also adequately communicated.

As you read this book, you will encounter other subjects that can help you live a purposeful life in this world. One reality man experiences daily is coming face to face with life’s various challenges. From the lives of biblical characters, you will gain insight into the right attitude to display when engulfed in adversity. You will learn to acknowledge God as the source behind whatever feat you attain, whatever good is bestowed on you, whatever blessing you are enjoying and, most importantly, the salvation of your soul. Zooming into the life of one man – Abraham, through whom God kickstarted His plan to restore man to Himself, you will learn principles and truth that will challenge you in your walk with God. Thriving in this world can also be made possible by learning about certain pivotal principles such as contentment, giving and faith.

Since our soul’s salvation remains the apogee for us, it behoves us to place primacy on what will help us achieve that. Therefore, you will find in this book a compendium of writings encompassing human experiences that will guide you in reaching that goal and living the kind of life that God expects.


	

CHAPTER 1

TOPIC 1: ORIGIN OF GOD

GENESIS 1:1

Some children stood by the side of the road that passed through their village gazing curiously at the horizons on both sides:

“Look, that village (mentioning a village name) is the beginning of the world, and that village (mentioning the name of another village on the other side of the road) is the end of the world,” one boy said, jumping, as he tried to look beyond the hill.

“The sky touches the earth in those villages….” 

“That’s not true, how do you know?” his friend retorted. “I hear there are other villages beyond.”

“There are no other villages,” the first boy insisted, “the rest is the sky….” (Johnny, 2022.)

The argument remained unsettled until exposure through education and travelling gave them the understanding that the earth is spherical and does not have a definite beginning or end.

Man, by nature, is an inquisitive being. The quest to satisfy this curiosity has led to discoveries, inventions and innovations in diverse spheres of life, which has brought man from the primitive way of life of ancient man to the civilised way of life of the modern man.

In Genesis 1:1, it is recorded that “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (NHEB.) This scripture solves the puzzle of how the universe came into existence by pointing to the Creator – God – but leaves a question often raised by people: “If our existence originated from God, how did God originate?” Often, people who do not believe in God raise this question, intending to ridicule the Bible in their bid to defend their assertions. Some others ask this question out of sheer curiosity, just like those children attempting to find a definite beginning or end of the earth.

However, with the right knowledge of God’s word, personal experiences with God and spiritual maturity, we get to know that curiosity that seeks explanations to the origin of the existence of God does not lead to the knowledge that is sought, not because the correct theories and correlations have not been applied, but because they do not exist.

A common argument from sceptics and atheists is that if all things need a cause then God must also be a result of a cause (the principle of causality). God is the Creator that was not created; He is self-existent.

The words ‘in the beginning’ in the first chapter of the book of Genesis refer to the beginning of creation but not the beginning of God. God exists out of time. Before the world came into existence, God was in existence.

The origin of His existence is a mystery that man can never understand. We can see throughout the scriptures that there is no attempt to prove the origin of God but, about His existence, it is revealed that:

• He is the origin of everything that now is, as seen in Genesis Chapter 1.

• He is everlasting: “Before the mountains were brought forth, before you had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.” (Psalm 90:2 NHEB.)

• He is the Creator and Upholder of everything, maintaining everything He created by His word “and upholding all things by the word of his power…” (Hebrews 1:3 NHEB).

The plans of God for us are for good, to prosper us, to give us a future and hope, but not to harm us. To this end, He has given us all the information we need. Whatever has been revealed to man by God was meant for man’s consumption and to be passed down to his descendants, but there are certain things which God keeps to Himself; He calls them “the secret things”. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God; but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” (NHEB.)

Apart from God revealing Himself to man individually or in groups, He has not left man without evidence of His existence in all of creation so that no one will be excused for denying His existence. “because what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20For since the creation of the world his invisible attributes, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made. So they are without excuse.” (Romans 1:19–20 NHEB.)

God has given His word – the Bible – as a manual and the Holy Spirit as a guide and teacher to help us through the journey of life. In His word lies sufficient information about His person for us to live peaceably and to prevent us from getting involved in vain thoughts and actions that may put our souls at risk of condemnation, for everyone will give an account of the choices they made while on earth.

At the end of this life, we will have a clearer understanding of the things that were once mysteries to us. “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, even as I was also fully known.” (1 Corinthians 13:12 NHEB.)

Our priority should not be to search for the origin of God; rather, it should be to live our lives in obedience to the instructions of God to transcend this life to glory.

TOPIC 2: SUMMARY OF CREATION

GENESIS 1:3–31

The awesomeness of God’s person, the unfathomable depth of His power, the immeasurable length of His wisdom, and the strength of His aesthetic creativity were abundantly demonstrated in the creation of the universe.

The Bible records that God created the universe in six days and rested on the seventh. Everything was created to serve a purpose. The creation story tells us more about who God is. He is a God of order, pattern, system and details. We can observe the symmetry of the six days of creation: the first three days for forming and the next three days for filling. The first three days of creation could be regarded as the preparation of the foundation for what was to come. This was designed as the base to support everything that was to be laid upon the earth.

On the first day, God made light. He separated the light from darkness calling the light ‘day’ and the darkness ‘night’. On the fourth day He created the sun to give light to the earth in the day, the moon to illuminate the earth at night. He also made the stars. God placed them all in the firmaments to serve as signs for days and nights and seasons.

On the second day, God made the space between the waters of the heavens and the waters of the earth, leaving sufficient room for every creature He would later create that would not live in water. In line with His aesthetic master-plan, God structured the atmosphere – the temperature, air pressure, wind conditions and other factors that come to bear in keeping the clouds at the roof of the troposphere. They are perfectly designed to be the way they are, leaving a clear atmosphere for the earth’s inhabitants, free from the turbulence characteristic of the roof of the troposphere where the clouds dwell.

On the third day, God gathered the waters into the various natural water bodies we see today, and dry land appeared. After that, God made the vegetation and placed it on the land He had created on the same day. On the fifth day, God made the aquatic creatures and the birds. Finally, on the sixth day, He made the terrestrial creatures, including man, who would occupy the earth He had created. All that God had created was for His pleasure, and He was pleased with it all.

God’s signature on His creations is undeniably evident, from the simplest to the most complex forms of matter, the intra-dependence between the earthly creatures and their interdependence with the celestial bodies. Everything we see around us is proof of the magnificent artistry of God.

It is a pitiable thing that man had deviated from worship of the Creator to worship of the created things such as the sun, moon, stars, trees, seas, mountains, animals, crafts of his own hands. By so doing, he debased himself from the place of authority that God had intended for him. God intends for man to know Him and not to act rebelliously by ascribing the glory that is due to Him to someone else or something else. This is why He has revealed the history of creation to us through the Bible.

Everything we know now or will know in the future is made by Him, and without Him, nothing that exists now existed. John 1:3 says, “All things were made through him, and apart from him nothing was made that has been made.” (NHEB.) God created all things and holds everything together by His word. His word is also the power by which He saves men unto Himself. We are to draw closer to God, our Creator, for He is the source of life to all creation. Colossians 1:16–17 says, “For by him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers; all things have been created by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all things are held together.” (NHEB.)

TOPIC 3: EVERYTHING GOD CREATED WAS GOOD

GENESIS 1:31 

The beauty and the quality of God’s creation are captured in the assertive and affirmative remark in Genesis 1:31 that all God created is good. Each creation met His preconceived standard and specifications, which creates a visible demonstration of God’s magnificence and perfection.

If God’s plan is for the good of mankind and everything He made was good, why does it feel like there are certain things we would have wished were not in existence, such as natural disasters, diseases and pestilence? Where did it all go wrong? Why is the world in so much disarray?

The answer is this: man disobeyed the instructions of God and brought sin into the world. Sin separates man from God, who is holy and despises iniquity. Separation from God means separation from the source that gives life and sustains all creation, and the result of such separation is disastrous. The curse that accompanied man’s sin against God had its toll on the entire creation because man was created to lord over God’s creations. The entire creation went into disarray due to man’s sin. The pains of childbirth came to be, the elements of suffering became part of man’s life and death came to be. Romans 8:20, 22 says, “For the creation was subjected to vanity, not of its own will… 22For we know that the whole creation groans and travails in pain together until now.” (NHEB.) Natural disasters, diseases, pestilence and the like also came into existence.

The sinful nature, now inherent in man, also caused him to misuse many good things God had created and called good. Some of this misuse includes:

• Drug abuse – from the misuse of plants that are meant to be of medicinal value, such as marijuana and coca.

• Idolatry – resulting from the worship of created things instead of the Creator.

• Sexual immorality – getting involved in diverse sexual acts against the will of God for mankind.

• The invention of weapons – using the wisdom and resources God has given to mankind to create instruments of destruction.

The list goes on and on.

By this misuse of God’s creations, man wraps himself more and more in the web of troubles he has created for himself. This is evident in the wicked, immoral, disaster-prone and rebellious world we now live in.

By the sin of the first man, Adam, the self-destruct button of the earth was triggered. Although man continued to deviate farther and farther from God as he increased in rebellion and wickedness, God, in His love, did not leave man to his peril. He prepared a salvation plan to restore man to Himself, to the place of glory and dominion He had created him for.

The salvation plan of God for man who was doomed for death was completed on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16 NHEB.) The way the world turned out was due to sin and the remedy to sin is Christ. The result of this salvation brought by Christ will culminate in a world where there is no pain, sorrow, anguish or pestilence. It will be a beautiful world of paradise filled with peace, joy and happiness. This is the hope of all who fall under the umbrella of Christ’s redemption and salvation. “And he will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, nor will there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, anymore, for the first things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:4 NHEB.)

By his inherent sinful nature man has also misused the gospel of God’s grace, which is meant to give him another chance to make it right with God, as an excuse for sin.

Many are quick to point fingers at God as the reason for the unpleasant situations they are facing, but that is not true. Man brought predicament upon himself by his choices and brings more predicaments upon himself by the choices he continues to make. It would be more profitable to see where we got it wrong and retrace our steps to the Creator by accepting His offer of salvation and living in complete obedience to His words. God despises sin, and, as such, we cannot be partakers of His salvation if we continue living the sinful life that He seeks to restore us from. Although God desires to restore man to Himself, His salvation is only for those who will come to Him in obedience and humility.

TOPIC 4: GREAT IS OUR GOD

GENESIS 1:3–31

Men naturally give honour and reverence to other men who have completed remarkable feats. What level of honour should then be ascribed to the greatest Architect, Artist and Creator of this magnificent world? Simply, unlimited honour and gratitude! “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive the glory, the honor, and the power, for you created all things, and because of your desire they existed, and were created.” (Revelation 4:11 NHEB.) Since all creation is of God, then all glory and honour must be to Him. The fascination and the grandeur of His creation, the attention to detail, the complexity and creativity is purely breath-taking.

When you see the creation in its beauty, the wisdom one derives from it is that such an organised system can only proceed from a great God; it cannot be a result of an accident. Such perfection and magnificence cannot proceed from mediocrity but from One who is excellent in wisdom and power.

By attentively considering creation’s vastness, complexity, beauty and order, we can conceive a sense of the awesomeness of God. The stupendous works of God, His creative acts, painstaking orderliness, and innumerable creatures with their dynamism of operations are all indisputable proofs of His exclusive greatness. God’s greatness, no doubt, is indescribable and unsearchable. Psalm 145:3 says, “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised. His greatness is unsearchable.” (NHEB.)

The limited information available to humankind about God’s great personality and creative works can only give us a glimpse of God’s greatness through His communicable attributes and visible awesome works.

God commanded the sky to appear colourfully; obediently, it manifested. He spoke to the waters, and they properly repositioned together in the assigned place so that dry land could appear; then He commanded the aquatic creatures of various species into existence. This was followed by the creation of birds to fly in the firmament; of course, this was not before He created the beautiful and radiant firmament. He also commanded the terrestrial creatures to come into existence. The sun, moon and stars are all His creative works. He specially formed man out of the dust, according to His image for fellowship and to show forth His glory.

The greatness of God is evident in the whole work of creation. Words alone cannot describe the greatness of God. His handiworks are expressions of His glory and grandeur. Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God. The expanse shows his handiwork.” (NHEB.) The heavens declare His glory just by their existence; we who were created in His image ought to intentionally express His glory in praises and adoration.

God’s penchant for perfection is unsurmountable; everything He created was excellent, without any error, and there has been no need to modify the creation. His creation of the universe is out of love; no one prayed to Him or begged Him to do it. More so, it is essential to note that God’s word has always been and will always be His tool for getting things done. God created everything by His word: “For by him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers; all things have been created by him and for him.” (Colossians 1:16 NHEB.) “All things were made through him, and apart from him nothing was made that has been made.” (John 1:3 NHEB.) God has not stopped using His word in His dealings with man, moulding and shaping our lives for His glory.

In creative arts, a work of art is not only a transmission of an artist’s imagination but also, through their work, one can have a peep into the artist’s intrinsic qualities, such as their passion and beliefs. Take a second look at the creation and you will see a God who is passionately in love with the human race whom He had in mind as He created the world. You will feel His heartbeat and believe that He is currently preparing a more magnificent place for those who love Him. Look at His creation to convince you that He loves you, and let that motivate you to open your heart to Him.

Conclusively, God’s awesome attributes and His creative works give a good description of His greatness. Indeed, great is our God.

TOPIC 5: UNITY OF PURPOSE IN CREATION

GENESIS 1:26 

God said, “Let us make man in our image.” This statement denotes a plurality of persons involved in the intended action, and what other plurality can be deduced other than the trinity? At creation, these Persons worked together to ensure that the purpose of creation was achieved. God used an expression He did not deploy beforehand. The lesson on the need for unity displayed by God in creation in the above passage is vital for consideration.

God is omnipotent, yet He displayed the attitude and character of a team player. The character is not a result of any weakness or deficiency but out of fullness, strength and complete sufficiency. With the divine teamwork at creation, God showed us the power and necessity of teamwork. John 1:1–3 expounds on teamwork and the unity of the personalities of the team. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and apart from him nothing was made that has been made.” (NHEB.) This shows unity and the place of the Word (Jesus Christ) in creation. Genesis 1:2 mentions another personality of the trinity at creation. It says: “God’s Spirit was hovering over the surface of the waters.” (NHEB.) At God’s word, the creation came into being through the power of the Spirit of God.

Jesus desires to see us walking in unity just as it exists between Him, the Holy Spirit and the Father. So He prayed “that they may be one, even as we are one” (John 17:22 NHEB). Unity erases tension, hatred and backbiting; it conquers conflicts and confronts challenges. Conspiracy and other vices hardly thrive where unity reigns. Psalm 133:1–3 says, “See how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to live together in unity. 2It is like the precious oil on the head, that ran down on the beard, even Aaron’s beard; that came down on the edge of his robes; 3like the dew of Hermon, that comes down on the hills of Zion: for there the LORD gives the blessing, even life forevermore.” (NHEB.)

Disunity is a crucial factor in the dysfunctionality of most broken families. In a functional home in which the man is the head of the household he does not work alone to achieve the family goals. He provides emotionally and materially for his household and is expected to provide protection, comfort and general direction for the family. In a traditional arrangement such as this, the woman, as the wife and mother, provides support and co-leadership.

At work, we are not expected to work in isolation. Whether as bosses or subordinates, employers or employees we should understand that we are part of the units and systems that make up the organisation. The problem with many people and why unity seems to be a tall order is the mindset that if one is not the head, one does not find satisfaction. People fail to consider that each component is pivotal to the success of an endeavour, no matter how small a contribution it may seem. It is also expedient that heads acknowledge those under them who are instrumental in achieving the set goals, as a matter of courtesy and encouragement. For example, after a successful surgical operation, non-medical personnel usually give credit to the head surgeon. However, the head surgeon’s expertise would not lead to a successful operation without nurses, anesthesiologists and other professionals. Many specialists work together to make sure that the surgery is successful. People outside may accord accolades to the head surgeon. However, the head surgeon knows he had many other team members who contributed to the surgery.

Unity among people has been quite a challenge, and more so among the Body of Christ. The devil and the world have been fighting that unity and causing division even among those speaking one language and sharing the same faith. Unity of purpose among the Body of Christ is a necessity. While we work at our different divine purposes as individuals, let us all remember that each of us is a part of God’s universal purpose. This purpose is the reconciliation of the world back to Himself. God wants to fulfil this purpose through the Body of Christ. “For as the body is one, and has many members, and all the members of the body, being many, are one body; so also is Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12 NHEB.)

As Christians we must strive to reproduce unity of purpose in our little way, even with non-Christians, as long as it does not go against God’s word. We would need to leave this world before we can avoid working with unbelievers. 1 Corinthians 5:9–10 says, “I wrote to you in my letter to have no company with sexual sinners; 10yet not at all meaning with the sexual sinners of this world, or with the covetous and extortioners, or with idolaters; for then you would have to leave the world.” (NHEB.) Unity may not mean sameness, but we must look more at what keeps us together than what divides us. We must learn how to tolerate one another’s weaknesses. Unity must be shown in our relationship with God and our relationship with fellow humans. This level of unity is achievable by our unconditional love for God and His word.

TOPIC 6: MAN: THE IMAGE OF GOD

GENESIS 1:26–28

Man was created in God’s image and likeness, possessing certain spiritual and moral attributes of God, unlike any other creature. Man was created in perfect righteousness, having no knowledge of sin.

Apparently God created other things in preparation for man’s arrival – the crown of His creation. As God’s image, man would be a reflection of God with the capability to exhibit certain communicable attributes of God such as love, righteousness, knowledge, dominion and peace. However, he would be unable to express and manifest God’s specific incommunicable attributes such as omnipotence, invincibility, omnipresence, omniscience and sovereignty, to mention but a few.

Man is not God totally in human form, for that will amount to making man equal to God. Rather, God formed man – male and female – in His own image. Man was specifically created to have fellowship with God and show forth God’s praises, not to live for himself. Revelation 4:11 says, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive the glory, the honor, and the power, for you created all things, and because of your desire they existed, and were created.” (NHEB.)

Additionally, God bestowed upon man the divine ability to exercise dominion over every created thing for his benefit and to the glory and praises of God, who graciously endowed him with such exceptional attributes among all the creatures. It is an absolute privilege for man to receive such a rare and apex honour, to be created in God’s image. Therefore, fulfilling our God-given purpose here on earth to glorify God should continually constitute our priority. Man’s desire must always be to please God in all things, as His ambassador on earth.

God created us to know, love and mirror Him. In His image and likeness, He fashioned man for everlasting companionship. He places a high priority on companionship and fellowship. We should be reminded that God was never alone. God does not necessarily need our fellowship to exist. “The God who made the world and all things in it, he, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands, 25neither is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, seeing he himself gives to all life and breath, and all things.” (Acts 17:24–25 NHEB.) God does not need a relationship with us in any way to improve who He is, but to improve who we are. He desires to have us share in the fountain of His love, and we need fellowship with Him. In Psalm 73:25, Asaph calls out, “Who do I have in heaven? There is no one on earth who I desire besides you.” (NHEB.)

At creation, man was a combination of both the physical and the spiritual. He was made from dust and bore the breath of God – physically, flesh and blood, and inwardly, carrying God’s spirit. He was to exist on earth but bear the authority of heaven. He was to represent God on earth, ensuring that the will of God prevails on earth as it prevails in heaven. The first man was very much like God, and God entrusted him with overseeing His creation. While God ruled in heaven, Adam was to rule on earth, for he was a replica of God on earth. Psalm 115:16 says, “The heavens are the heavens of the LORD; but the earth has he given to the children of men.” (NHEB.)

Before the fall of man, Adam and Eve had a perfect connection with God. Their hearts, souls and minds were in absolute sync with God’s thoughts, will and desires. Their holiness measured up to God’s standard. The fear and shame that made them run when they heard the voice of God in the cool of the day was not there. However, after the fall, the fellowship with God was adversely affected. Fear, shame and the nakedness caused by sin made them run from God.

Today we see the human race not fully expressing that image of God. Instead of divine love, self-centredness, lust and hate are manifest in the natural man. Sin came in and corrupted the holy attribute. Fear and shame, which were not part of God’s image, found their way into man due to sin. The consequences of sin gave Satan the legal ground to rule over mankind and the world.

However, God did not leave man without a salvation plan. Right from Eden, God began a movement that would culminate in the coming of Jesus Christ. God was interested in restoring that image of the lost human race. Even today, God is still interested in bringing those not yet saved into His kingdom.

God’s eternal purpose in creating man in His image will not be achieved in man unless he accepts Jesus Christ, who came to restore the fellowship and dominion that was lost through the fall of man. After the death of Jesus, every man is faced with the opportunity, like Adam, to make a choice – whether to obey God, walk in that fellowship and experience a restoration of God’s image or disobey God and miss that fellowship with Him. Today, man’s eternal condemnation will not be because Adam fell; it will be because he refuses Christ’s offer of salvation.


	

CHAPTER 2

TOPIC 1: GOD RESTED

GENESIS 2:2–3

Is it not baffling to read of God, whom the scriptures say neither faints nor is weary, neither sleeps nor slumbers, but rests only after creating? It is recorded that He made everything within six days and on the seventh day rested from all His works. In the previous verses, we are made to know about the perfectness of everything He made; after each work was done, He observed and saw that it was good.

Rest is required due to exhaustion or stress; thus, this begs the question, was the work so exhausting that God had to rest after it? The answer is no. He had completed everything about creation; the world was perfectly arranged and shaped. Everything was done, and God rested from creating. This does not mean God has been resting since that time, folding His hands and letting His creation exist without His influence. We see that God is still working as Jesus said in John 5:17: “My Father is still working, so I am working, too.” (NHEB.) In the verses in context, in Genesis 2:2–3, God’s rest does not denote relaxation due to tiredness but rather a cessation from the work of creation.

There are lessons from God’s rest that are worthy of note. Man has been given the responsibility to rule over other creatures and exercise his creative ability to make new things useful for himself from what God has already created. In this case, he needs rest, time and again, because his work continues until he finally leaves this earth in death. Human beings were not designed to work tirelessly and continuously without relaxation. We should not be busy to such an extent that we trivialise the importance of creating time to rest our bodies and minds. When we rest, we become refreshed and reinvigorated. Not only does resting increase our efficiency and productivity levels, but it is also essential to our health. Stressing ourselves beyond limits is detrimental to our overall wellbeing. Anxiety and apprehension over future uncertainties can make a man slave to work, making no room for his body to relax. Work is good; we can provide for ourselves through it, but it becomes destructive to our wellbeing when work gives no room for rest. We ought to learn the art of creating time to rest our bodies.

In Exodus 20:8–11, as part of the Ten Commandments handed to them by God, the Israelites were instructed to keep the seventh day holy and rest on that day. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you may labor and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. You must not do any work, you, nor your son, nor your daughter, your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your livestock, nor your stranger who is within your gates; 11for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the seventh day, and made it holy.” (NHEB.) Let us note that the Sabbath rest is symbolic, for it is a foreshadow of the rest found in Christ. “Therefore do not let anyone judge you in eating, or in drinking, or with respect to a feast day or a new moon or a Sabbath day, 17which are a shadow of the things to come; but the body is Christ’s.” (Colossians 2:16–17 NHEB.) The seventh or Sabbath day was a pointer to God’s eternal rest. The book of Hebrews did not fail to enlighten us on this subject. “There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of God. 10For he who has entered into his rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from his. 11Let us therefore give diligence to enter into that rest, lest anyone fall after the same example of disobedience.” (Hebrews 4:9–11 NHEB.)

There is an eternal rest which God has prepared for His people, those whose faith in Him is revealed by their lifestyle of complete obedience. This kind of rest is one of the soul rather than the body. It is a complete cessation of life’s toils and sorrows – freedom from trials, temptations and all forms of struggle against the flesh. Those who attain this rest will be fully united with the Lord in perfect love and harmony at the end of time.

Since there is a rest from life’s struggles we must unceasingly work for God, with the hope of resting when our time is over. Jesus said in John 9:4, “We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day. The night is coming, when no one can work.” (NHEB.) There is rest after our work on earth is done; as such, we should not give up on the work at any time in our Christian journey. We must set our minds on completing the work before us, the race we are to run, knowing we shall rest in eternal bliss with God after this world. For this reason, our lives must be filled with activities aimed at ensuring our soul’s salvation and bringing souls to salvation. Our lifestyle must be carefully structured to influence lives for God, for after death there is no more repentance.

To obtain eternal rest, each of us must come to the Lord Jesus of our own free will. The Lord implores us, “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28 NHEB.) Only Jesus can lead us to this rest, for He is the way. We must all believe in Him and submit ourselves to His Lordship, follow His example and live by His word. In this world, the rest Jesus promises is not the absence of temptations or trials but solace and hope that He is with us, helping us live above sin till the end of time. We are given the grace to fight off fleshly desires and live righteously through the Holy Spirit. The culmination of the rest Jesus offers to us will be at the end of this life. However, we should continue in the work of righteousness and discipleship as Jesus exemplified in His ministry to enter with joy into the eternal rest.

TOPIC 2: DIVINE PROVISION

GENESIS 2:8–18

It is not an exaggeration to say that God’s provision for man is a perfect expression of His unconditional love and goodness. God did not place Adam in a barren land or a wilderness; He planted a garden and put him there. God understood man’s need even before it became a reality to man. Everything man needed was provided by God before his existence, so man required nothing that God had not created or provided.

God specially created the plants to meet man’s needs. The trees bearing different fruits grew in the garden as food sources and for other uses. Natural resources such as gold, pearl and onyx were also provided. He provided water by channelling a river to pass through the garden to keep the plants and trees continuously flourishing and fruitful. The river parted into four to irrigate the garden. God made sure that Adam never lacked any good thing.

God’s love for His children is evident throughout the scriptures; out of His boundless treasures He looks on His children with care and provides for their needs. There is nothing we need that He cannot give to us. Thus, we need to put our trust in Him. From age to age, He has shown Himself faithful to those who believe in Him.

Many examples in the Bible portray this love and provision. Just as God provided for Adam’s needs in the garden, God also fed the Israelites throughout their journey in the wilderness after they left Egypt. Exodus 16:13 says, “It happened at evening that quail came up and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay around the camp.” (NHEB.) They were to go out each day to gather as much food as required for that day and gather twice as much on the day before the Sabbath, so that they could rest on the Sabbath day. God did this to teach them to depend on Him for their daily needs. He also ensured that their clothes did not wear out throughout their journey. “I have led you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes have not grown old on you, and your shoes have not grown old on your feet.” (Deuteronomy 29:5 NHEB.)

God is the same and never changes; this implies there is nothing He did for His servants in the Bible that He cannot still do for us today provided we walk faithfully in His commandments. He who feeds the birds of the air and the beasts of the fields is not only capable but more than willing to meet the needs of His children. Rather than fret, we need to trust in Him, for He will never forsake us. “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26See the birds of the sky, that they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, and your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of much more value than they? 27And which of you, by being anxious, can add one cubit to his height?” (Matthew 6:25–27 NHEB.)

Often, the means and manner by which God meets our needs may not be in ways we expect, and the provision might not come at the time we expect; the challenge becomes recognising His provision when it comes. We must also note that divine provision does not endorse materialism, greed or indolence. “You ask, and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it for your pleasures.” (James 4:3 NHEB.)

God is not committed to meeting our hearts’ desires, which are born out of selfishness, materialism, covetousness and the like. He will only respond to our requests as much as they align with His will. “This is the boldness which we have toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he listens to us. 15And if we know that he listens to us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him.” (1 John 5:14–15 NHEB.)

God might not give us all we want, but that does not mean we are not loved by Him. As believers, we must add contentment to our godliness, for this is great gain. We should bear in mind that we did not bring anything into this world and, certainly, we are not taking anything out of it. 1 Timothy 6:6–10 says, “But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, so neither can we carry anything out. 8But having food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9But those who are determined to be rich fall into a temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful lusts, such as plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some have been led astray from the faith in their greed, and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (NHEB.) If God denies us anything in this life, we ought to trust that His will is best for us.

Finally, we can only get the best of life and secure our eternity with Christ if we establish the right priorities within our hearts. Trusting in God’s provision does not mean we should not seek our daily needs and desires; it is usually through the labour of our hands that God blesses us. However, going against God’s word is not the path we should take in getting those needs. Our actions ought to be guided by God’s word. Our greatest need in life is the kingdom of God. When this is prioritised in all our endeavours, God will meet our needs according to His will and timing. “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33 NHEB.)

TOPIC 3: TENDING THE GARDEN

GENESIS 2:15 

A man once asked his teenage son: “Between doing the dishes and  playing football, which one takes more energy?”

The son responded: “Playing football.”

“Then why do you grumble each time you are asked to do dishes but are quite excited when it’s time to play?” (Johnny, 2022.)

A child’s disposition towards work is a reflection of what humans generally think of it. Naturally speaking, most people would not like to work except when it brings immediate financial benefits.

Some people mistake a place of bliss to mean where all forms of work cease; Eden proved that notion wrong. No place on earth can be compared to Eden in serenity; it was constantly filled with God’s love. Yet, God kept Adam physically and mentally occupied. We may ask: for what reason would God tell Adam to tend the garden? Beautiful things, when not well cared for, could become ugly over time. Proper management is not initiated when there is a problem but to prevent problems and maintain the original status of a thing.
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