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Publishing this 2nd edition Barbados dive guide has been a great pleasure, especially diving new sites and discovering amazing new critters. Perhaps the real beauty of the underwater world is the fact that it is ever changing, we never know what we are going to see or find on a dive. For me, every dive is an adventure armed with my camera a photo or video opportunity. What could be better?





Being a diver for over thirty years, and having visited all of the major oceans as well as eighty percent of the Caribbean islands, I believe I am well placed to say that the quality of diving in Barbados rivals any other found in the Lesser Antilles. I still get excited about diving in Barbados, even though I have dived all over the world, such is the richness and variety of marine life here.


Since the arrival of good quality compact digital cameras and affordable housings almost every diver now has a camera. Underwater photography and videography have become both a reason to dive and something else to do whilst diving. Are you diving to photograph or photographing dives? This is one of the reasons I built a new website www.scubachannels.com to provide a copyright free platform for people to post their work, free of charge, so why not become a member too? For information see back cover.


My love of the world beneath the waves began in the 1970’s watching the ground breaking underwater documentaries of Jacques Cousteau. Cousteau, inspired the world and left me with no doubt as to where I wanted to go. I learnt to dive in the mid 80’s in Jamaica, my first dive filled me with awe and wonder. My husband and I then spent the next three years diving the Caribbean and the Red Sea. During this time I attempted to master the art of underwater photography, which had become my passion and the focus of my diving.


Then in 1987 we set off on a voyage around the world that would take six years, a once in a lifetime trip. We dived some of the most inaccessible islands, the largest atolls and survived cyclones and sharks. We dived famous dive destinations like: Truk, Palau, Tonga, Thailand, the Maldives and Galapagos Islands, as well as little known areas like: the Tuamotus, Cocos, Chagos, Solomons and many islands in Indonesia. We were our own guides and explored little known areas in the middle of no-where, using just our knowledge and nautical maps for guidance.


Cocos Island, a relatively unknown destination at the time is now considered a top dive spot in the world and the best place to see schooling hammerhead sharks. I was so amazed by the experience of the whole island I decided to write a book about it: ’Dive Guide to Cocos Island’ is now only available on ebay or here at www.barbadosdivebooks.com.


Lastly, we travelled up the entire length of the Red Sea in one fabulous seven-week trip, the highlight of which was diving off Port Sudan with dolphins. What a privilege this trip was, because I’m not even sure this kind of journey would be possible in the world today.


A few years ago I decided to change my camera from a DSLR system to a compact digital one and now use a Lumix LX5 and an Olympus XZ-2 with two INON D2000 strobes. I have found both systems to be very portable and user friendly. I am an INON Level 1 instructor and formed the (BUPA) Barbados Underwater Photography Academy in 2014. I spend over half the year on the island and can provide both private and group tuition. For more details please visit http://scubachannels.com/bupa and page 139 of this guide book.


l am often asked which are my favourite Barbados dive sites. It’s very hard to choose but I recommend you dive west and south coast sites. My favourites are: Cement Plant Pier (wide angle and critters), the Stavronikita wreck (wide angle with fish and corals), Carlisle Bay Marine Park (wrecks, marine life variety) and Bell Buoy (hard corals).


The intention of this dive guide is to ensure that scuba divers get the very best out of their diving experiences whilst here. You will be fore-armed with the knowledge you need to make informed decisions and it also serves as a handy tourist guide to the many other activities.


I hope you enjoy this book and most importantly I hope you visit Barbados and have many wonderful diving experiences.


My very best wishes,
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Lucy Agace









BARBADOS


An island of immense charm, natural beauty and character, Barbados has everything to offer holiday makers from all over the world and from all walks of life. Picture the warm sparkle of the Caribbean Sea; 365 days of sunshine each year and beautiful sandy beaches which can either offer every conceivable amusement, or can be tranquil and deserted. Barbados has it all.


Barbados lies in the Lesser Antilles, a chain of islands in the eastern Caribbean which is divided into two groups - the northerly Leeward islands, and the southerly Windward islands. Barbados is located just east of the Windward island chain, about 100 miles east of St. Vincent.


The capital of Barbados is Bridgetown, a busy hub of activity where sports fishing boats and charter sailing vessels nestle alongside waterfront restaurants, and duty free shops. Accommodation ranges from some of the most luxurious hotels and villas in the Caribbean to competitively priced holiday packages and all-inclusive resorts. Perhaps it is a combination of these factors which has given Barbados the prestigious honour of being the island most visitors return to - over and over again - in the Caribbean.


Barbadians, or ‘Bajans’ as they affectionately call themselves, are warm and relaxed people who relate well with the constant flow of multicultural and cosmopolitan visitors. The island enjoys strong links with Britain, Canada, the United States, and many parts of Europe, and the influence of these countries can easily be seen in many aspects of the island’s cultural development.
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An evening sail on Reeds Bay





The rhythm of the sea is at the heart of Barbados, and it plays out in the island’s unique brand of Calypso music, served with just the right amount of Barbados rum. Part of the magic of the island is its two distinctly different coasts - the east and the west. The cut-glass western shoreline tantalizes the eye as the crystal-clear ocean gently rolls on to white sandy beaches, canopied by coconut-laden palm trees. This side of the island is calm and protected, and is gently caressed by the Caribbean Sea.
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View of the east coast. By Lucy Agace





The east coast, however, is quite the opposite, for here the wind rules the waves and creates a pounding surf and a rugged, free-spirited atmosphere which is unequalled anywhere. The Atlantic Ocean dominates the lifestyle of this coast - there are only a few hotels, bars and restaurants, and life in general is slower-paced. The near empty beaches stretch for miles, and a long walk allows the mind and body to soak-up all 4 elements. There is a wave of spirituality that is palpable. Indeed, these two cultures of east coast and west coast complement each other perfectly, giving the island’s natural structure both balance and variety.


A little bit of History - It was not until the mid 17th century that Barbados was colonised by the English over a period of many years, 1625 - 1644. During this time, much of the land in Barbados was cleared for the creation of cotton, tobacco and sugar cane plantations which were worked by indentured workers and African slaves. Slavery was abolished in 1834 but almost the entire labouring class continued to live and work on the plantations and factories. Bridgetown has a number of historical sites which include the Garrison, museums and galleries. Such is their significance, in 2011 Bridgetown was included in the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites.


Although not as mountainous as other Caribbean islands, the rolling hills of Barbados provides the perfect environment for sugar cane crops to flourish. Today sugar remains the island’s largest export and its production fuels two economies - the cane sugar is refined into both table sugar as well as into rum, both integral parts of life in Barbados and both equally successful products. Barbados remained a British colony until 1961 when internal autonomy was granted and full independence followed in 1966.


2016 is the ‘50th Anniversary Year Of Independence’ for Barbados and will be marked by many island-wide celebrations.
















	[image: images]

	

HAZELL’S WATER WORLD


BAY STREET, BRIDGETOWN


P: +1 (246) 426 4043


E: contact@hazellswaterworld.com


W: www.diversupplybarbados.com [image: images]


Open hours: Tues to Sat 10am - 5pm


Closed for lunch 12.30-1.30pm
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Hazell’s Water World (Divers Supply Barbados) is the only diving equipment stockist on the island.


John Hazell is a Padi instructor who has been diving since the 1970’s and has a wealth of local diving knowledge and experience in the industry.


John Hazell believes customers should be able to see, feel and try on equipment before they buy it. Hazell’s offers great advice and tailor-made recommendations, because to him ‘no one diver is the same’ and he makes every effort to ensure customer satisfaction. The only authorised dealer on the island, Hazell’s stocks a good selection of Tusa, Cressi and Mares diving and snorkelling equipment (including children’s sizes). They also sell rash guards, wetsuits, T-shirts, books, fish ID cards, reef shoes, divers boots, pole spears for catching Lionfish and many small useful items.
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Hazell’s stocks a range of diving accessories such as: dive lights, dive flags, surface buoys, SMB’s reels, swim googles, mask straps, dive slates, knives, lanyards, orthodontic mouth pieces, computer batteries, dive bags and cameras. They stock an excellent selection of the brand HeadWare which provides sun protection on land and keeps hair under control whilst diving.


There are manufacturer warranties on all in-store sales and a discount on servicing of equipment originally purchased from Hazell’s. They also offer a certified gear and repair service.




PROMOTIONS:


Visitors


TAX-FREE SHOPPING is available to visitors. You must show your passport and airline ticket, and cruise ship passengers must show their cruise ship ID.


Residents.


Present this book and receive 10% DISCOUNT on all retail purchases.


RESTRICTIONS: Valid for cash sales only. Does not apply to products on sale or items already discounted.
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What’s new in Edition II - Through the continued work of the Coastal Zone Management Unit the Barbados government is taking steps to establish a marine park fee for divers, payable once yearly. This is long over due and maybe partly implemented by 2016.


The invasive Lionfish species arrived here about 4 years ago, roughly 10 years behind the first sightings of these fish in the Bahamas. They are ferocious predators and reproduce at alarming rates - every 4 days! A single female can spawn over 2 million eggs per year and they can eat up to 30 times their stomach volume. I am pleased to say they are hunted daily by local fisherman and divers. Lionfish fillet is available in fish markets and some restaurants, it is delicious! Beware when diving, Lionfish have venomous spines on their back that can deliver an extremely painful sting if touched. If stung, immerse the injured area in hot water and seek medical attention.


We have 6 new fabulous dive sites, two of which are on the east coast, The Study and Ragged Point. In the north - Sharks Hole and Cement Plant Pier have been added and down the west coast Bell Buoy. In addition the south has Carleyne.


There is a Lionfish Derby held once a year and anyone is welcome. Please see link below for details.


For more details please visit:
 www.barbadoslionfishderby.com


Climate - Conditions - Barbados is unique among the Caribbean islands in many ways, and its geological origin also sets it apart. Unlike most of the windward island chain, the birth of Barbados was not due to a violent volcanic movement. Instead, it came about as a result of tectonic plate uplifts and a gradual elevation of raised oceanic deposits and coral reef formation. Today dozens of underground streams have carved their way through the island’s limestone bedrock and have created a network of caves. The most spectacular of these can be seen at Harrison’s Cave which is located in the parish of St. Thomas. Here there are underground pools, tumbling waterfalls, and fabulous stalagmite and stalactite formations.
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The setting sun on the west coast.
 By Lucy Agace





Barbados is 21 miles long and 14 miles wide and lies 13˚ north of the equator. Temperatures can vary from 22˚C at night to 32˚C during the day. Divers can enjoy warm water temperatures throughout the year, varying from 25˚C in the ‘winter’ months Dec - April to 29˚C in the summer months July - Sept. Divers can wear anything from skin suits to 4mm full wetsuits depending on how much they feel the cold or dive for an hour or more.


Though the Trade Winds offer year-round relief from the hot sun, the Easter (or kite flying) months of March and April are often windy. The wet season is from June to October, when tropical storms can affect the entire Caribbean and eastern United States at this time. I have, in fact, experienced Barbadian summers with only two days of rain, light breezes and therefore wonderful diving during the summer months. So, don’t be put off by the rainy season if this is your preferred time of travel. The dry season is from Jan - June.


In the summer months the humidity increases and the seas can often be at their calmest and most tranquil. Sea temperatures at this time can reach 29˚C and underwater visibility can be excellent. But this does not mean good visibility is restricted to these months.


All of the beaches on Barbados are public and easily accessible. The famous Crane Beach on the southeast coast is touted for its soft, pink sand - some of the finest to be found in the Caribbean. There are also dozens of beautiful beaches running along the west and south coasts of the island. And over on the eastern shore there is the East Coast Beach which runs almost uninterrupted for 5 miles, from Barclays Park southward to Bath.
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Hunte’s Garden





The lush tropical vegetation flourishes on the higher areas and ridges of the island and supports a variety of garden centres filled with tropical flowers. Probably the most extraordinary example of this is Hunte’s Gardens, St Joseph; tranquility and splendour all in one.


ESSENTIAL INFORMATION:




MONEY:


Both US$ and Bds$ are accepted.


The B$ is tied to the USD at a rate of USD1 = Bds$1.98


CARS:


Drive on the left, like the UK.


Dress code:


No nudity on beaches, keep swimwear on.


Camouflage is prohibited


ELECTRICITY:


110/230V 50Hz


TAX:


17.5%


TIPPING:


10 - 15%


WATER:


Tap water is safe to drink
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