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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Allen Ezail Iverson (born June 7, 1975) is an American professional basketball player who played for 14 seasons in the National Basketball Association (NBA). He played both the shooting guard and point guard positions. Iverson was an eleven-time NBA All-Star, won the All-Star game MVP award in 2001 and 2005, and was the NBA's Most Valuable Player (MVP) in 2001. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 907 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Zayn Malik



Wikipedia contributors

9788026855712

5479

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Zain Javadd "Zayn" Malik ( Urdu: زین مالک‎) (born 12 January 1993), who records mononymously as Zayn, is a British singer and songwriter. Born and raised in Bradford, Malik aspired to pursue a career in music from a young age leading him to audition as a solo artist for the British reality television music competition The X Factor in 2010. After being eliminated as a solo performer, Malik was brought back into the competition, along with four other contestants, to form the boy band that would become known as One Direction. During his time in the group, they released the albums Up All Night (2011), Take Me Home (2012), Midnight Memories (2013), and Four (2014). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 270 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Justin Drew Bieber ( born March 1, 1994) is a Canadian singer and songwriter. After a talent manager discovered him through his YouTube videos covering songs in 2008 and signed to RBMG, Bieber released his debut EP, My World, in late 2009. It was certified Platinum in the U.S. He became the first artist to have seven songs from a debut record chart on the Billboard Hot 100. Bieber released his first full-length studio album, My World 2.0, in 2010. It debuted at or near number one in several countries, was certified triple Platinum in the U.S., and contained his single "Baby". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 393 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Christopher Robert Evans (born June 13, 1981) is an American actor and filmmaker. Evans is known for his superhero roles as the Marvel Comics characters Captain America in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and the Human Torch in Fantastic Four and its 2007 sequel. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 221 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Ryan Rodney Reynolds (born October 23, 1976) is a Canadian actor. He portrayed Michael Bergen on the ABC sitcom Two Guys and a Girl (1998–2001), Billy Simpson in the YTV Canadian teen soap opera Hillside (1991), as well as Marvel Comics characters Hannibal King in Blade: Trinity (2004), Wade Wilson / Weapon XI in X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009), and the title character in Deadpool (2016) for which he received a Golden Globe Award nomination. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 268 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Chris Hemsworth






Chris Hemsworth (born 11 August 1983)[1][2] is an Australian actor. He is known for playing Kim Hyde in the Australian TV series Home and Away (2004-07) and Thor in the Marvel Cinematic Universe since 2011. Hemsworth has also appeared in the science fiction action film Star Trek (2009), the thriller adventure A Perfect Getaway (2009), the horror comedy The Cabin in the Woods (2012), the dark-fantasy action film Snow White and the Huntsman (2012), the war film Red Dawn (2012), and the biographical sports drama film Rush (2013).

In 2015, he starred in the action thriller film Blackhat, had a comedic role in the fifth installment of National Lampoon's Vacation series, Vacation, and headlined the biographical thriller film In the Heart of the Sea.[3] The following year, Hemsworth had a supporting role in Sony's reboot of Ghostbusters.[4] Hemsworth will reprise his role as George Kirk in the upcoming Star Trek[image: External link] sequel.



TOP
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 Early life




Hemsworth was born in Melbourne,[5] the son of Leonie (née van Os),[6] an English teacher, and Craig Hemsworth, a social-services counsellor.[7][8] He is the middle of three boys; his brothers Luke (older) and Liam (younger) are also actors. His maternal grandfather is a Dutch immigrant, and his other ancestry is English, Irish, Scottish, and German.[6] He was raised both in Melbourne and in the Australian Outback in Bulman, Northern Territory. He has stated, "My earliest memories were on the cattle stations up in the Outback, and then we moved back to Melbourne and then back out there and then back again. Certainly most of my childhood was in Melbourne but probably my most vivid memories were up there in Bulman with crocodiles and buffalo. Very different walks of life."[5] He attended high school at Heathmont College[5] before his family again returned to the Northern Territory, and then moved a few years later to Phillip Island.[9]
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 Career
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 2002–10: Beginnings




In 2002, Hemsworth starred in two episodes of fantasy television series, Guinevere Jones as King Arthur. He also made an appearance in soap opera series Neighbours and one episode of Marshall Law.

In 2004, Hemsworth auditioned for the Australian soap opera Home and Away role of Robbie Hunter (played by Jason Smith[image: External link]), but did not receive the part. He was subsequently recalled for the part of Kim Hyde and moved to Sydney to join the cast, appearing in 171 episodes of the series.[10] He left the cast of Home and Away on 3 July 2007.

Hemsworth was a contestant on the fifth season of Dancing with the Stars Australia, partnered with professional dancer Abbey Ross. The season premiered on 26 September 2006, and after six weeks, Hemsworth was eliminated (7 November 2006).

In 2009, Hemsworth portrayed James T. Kirk's father, George Kirk[image: External link], in the opening scenes of J. J. Abrams' film Star Trek. He played the character Kale in the thriller A Perfect Getaway the same year. He went on to play Sam in 2010's Ca$h, which was the first film he shot when he arrived in the United States. The film's director, Stephen Milburn Anderson, said Hemsworth had only been in the United States for six weeks when he had auditioned for the role, recalling, "Here's a guy who is young, has the right look, is a very good actor and, let's face it, he's beautiful. So I say, we need to get this guy in. I was very impressed".[11] In November 2010, The Hollywood Reporter named Hemsworth as one of the young male actors who are "pushing – or being pushed" onto the Hollywood "A-List".[12] Sony Pictures announced in 2011 that Hemsworth would star in the thriller Shadow Runner,[13] which did not subsequently go into production as of 2014.
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 2011–present: Thor and success




He is best known for his role as the Marvel Comics superhero Thor in the 2011 Marvel Studios film Thor. He and castmate Tom Hiddleston, who ultimately played Loki, had each auditioned for the role, for which Hemsworth said he put on 20 pounds of muscle.[14] Hemsworth reprised the role in the 2012 film The Avengers as one of the six superheroes sent to defend Earth from his adopted brother, Loki.[15]

He starred in the horror film The Cabin in the Woods, which was shot shortly after the release of Star Trek but went unreleased until 2012. It led Hemsworth to audition for the role of Thor at Joss Whedon's insistence.[16] Also that year, Hemsworth starred opposite Kristen Stewart in the film Snow White and the Huntsman as the Huntsman. He also played Jed Eckert in the 2012 Red Dawn remake, a role he was cast in after MGM saw dailies footage of a scene from Cabin in the Woods.[16] Hemsworth received the part of Thor two days after being hired for Red Dawn.[16] In 2013, Hemsworth starred in Ron Howard's sports drama film Rush, alongside Daniel Brühl as 1976[image: External link] Formula 1 World Champion James Hunt, and reprised his role as Thor, in the sequel Thor: The Dark World.[17][18] People magazine, in an annual feature, named him its 2014 "Sexiest Man Alive."[19]

In 2015, Hemsworth starred in director Michael Mann[image: External link]'s action thriller Blackhat, opposite Viola Davis,[20] and reprised his role of Thor for the fourth time in the sequel to The Avengers, Avengers: Age of Ultron.[21] Hemsworth returned to the set of Home and Away in November 2014 to film a scene as an extra and not as his character Kim Hyde.[22][23] He appeared in the episode broadcast on 19 May 2015.[23] Also in 2015, he co-starred in the comedy film Vacation, along with Ed Helms, a revival of the film series that originally starred Chevy Chase.[24] His last 2015 film was In the Heart of the Sea, based on the book of the same name by Nathaniel Philbrick, with Hemsworth playing first mate Owen Chase. In an interview with Jimmy Kimmel, he revealed that to prepare for the role of starving sailors, the cast was put on a diet of 500–600 calories a day to lose weight.[25] In 2016, Hemsworth reprised the role of Eric the Huntsman in The Huntsman: Winter's War and also portrayed Kevin the receptionist in Ghostbusters.[26][4]

Hemsworth is also set to reprise his role as Thor in Thor: Ragnarok, scheduled for release in 2017,[27] and the two films Avengers: Infinity War and its untitled sequel, scheduled for release in 2018 and 2019.[28] He will also reprise his role as George Kirk in the fourth film of the rebooted Star Trek film series[image: External link].[29]
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 In the media




An Australian rules football fan who supports the Western Bulldogs[image: External link],[30] Hemsworth was the star of the Australian Football League[image: External link]'s 2014 Everything's Possible campaign. He donated fees for his involvement to the Australian Children Foundation.[31] Hemsworth would go onto star in the AFL's 2017 "I'd Like to See That" commercial.
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 Personal life




Hemsworth began dating Spanish actress Elsa Pataky in early 2010 after meeting through their mutual representatives,[32] and they wed in December 2010.[33] They have three children: a daughter born in 2012[34] and twin sons born in 2014.[35] In 2015, he and his family moved from Los Angeles to Byron Bay in his native Australia, as he no longer needs to be in the United States in order to secure film work.[36][37]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2009
	Star Trek
	George Kirk
	



	2009
	Perfect Getaway, AA Perfect Getaway
	Kale
	



	2010
	Ca$h
	Sam Phelan
	



	2011
	Thor
	Thor[image: External link]
	



	2012
	The Cabin in the Woods
	Curt Vaughan
	



	2012
	The Avengers
	Thor
	



	2012
	Snow White and the Huntsman
	The Huntsman
	



	2012
	Red Dawn
	Jed Eckert
	



	2013
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	George Kirk
	Voice only



	2013
	Rush
	James Hunt
	



	2013
	Thor: The Dark World
	Thor
	



	2015
	Blackhat
	Nicholas Hathaway
	



	2015
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Thor
	



	2015
	Vacation
	Stone Crandall
	



	2015
	In the Heart of the Sea
	Owen Chase
	



	2016
	The Huntsman: Winter's War
	The Huntsman
	



	2016
	Ghostbusters
	Kevin Beckman
	



	2016
	Team Thor: Civil War - While You Were Fighting[image: External link]
	Thor
	Short film[38][39]



	2016
	Doctor Strange
	Uncredited cameo



	2017
	Thor: Ragnarok
	Post-production



	2018
	Avengers: Infinity War
	Filming



	2018
	Horse Soldiers
	Captain Mitch Nelson



	2019
	Untitled Avengers film
	Thor
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2002
	Guinevere Jones
	King Arthur
	3 episodes



	2002
	Neighbours
	Jamie Kane[image: External link]
	Episode 4,069



	2002
	Marshall Law
	The Kid
	Episode: "Domestic Bliss"



	2003
	Saddle Club, TheThe Saddle Club
	The New Vet
	Episode: "Tenderfoot"



	2004
	Fergus McPhail
	Craig
	Episode: "In a Jam"



	2004–07
	Home and Away
	Kim Hyde
	189 episodes



	2006
	Dancing with the Stars
	Himself/Contestant
	5th place



	2015
	Saturday Night Live
	Host
	"Chris Hemsworth/Zac Brown Band[image: External link]"

"Chris Hemsworth/Chance The Rapper[image: External link]"
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Voice role
	Notes



	2011
	Thor: God of Thunder
	Thor
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	2011
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie: Breakout Male
	Thor
	Nominated



	2012
	British Academy Film Awards
	Rising Star Award
	Nominated



	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Superhero
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Hero
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	The Avengers
	Nominated



	Choice Summer Movie Star: Male
	The Avengers & Snow White and the Huntsman
	Won



	2013
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Superhero
	The Avengers
	Nominated



	Favorite On-Screen Chemistry (shared with Kristen Stewart)
	Snow White and the Huntsman
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie Star
	The Avengers & Snow White and the Huntsman
	Won



	Kids' Choice Awards
	Favorite Male Buttkicker
	The Avengers
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Fight
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Action
	Red Dawn
	Nominated



	2014
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Thor: The Dark World
	Nominated



	2015
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actor: Drama
	Blackhat
	Nominated



	2016
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Action Movie Actor
	Avengers: Age of Ultron & In the Heart of the Sea
	Won



	Kids' Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Actor
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Kiss (shared with Leslie Mann)
	Vacation
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Action
	In the Heart of the Sea
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	The Huntsman: Winter's War
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Liplock (shared with Jessica Chastain)
	Nominated



	Choice Summer Movie Star: Male
	Ghostbusters
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Comedic Movie Actor
	Nominated



	Kids' Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Actor
	Won



	Favorite Butt-Kicker
	The Huntsman: Winter's War
	Nominated
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This article is about the Australian city. For the city centre or central business district (CBD), see Melbourne City Centre[image: External link]. For the local government area within which the Melbourne City Centre is situated, see City of Melbourne[image: External link]. For other uses, see Melbourne (disambiguation)[image: External link].
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Victoria




	












	Coordinates[image: External link]
	
37°48′49″S 144°57′47″E[image: External link] Coordinates[image: External link]: 37°48′49″S 144°57′47″E[image: External link]




	Population
	4,641,636 (2016)[1] ( 2nd[image: External link])



	 • Density
	453/km2 (1,170/sq mi) [2]




	Established
	30 August 1835



	Elevation
	31 m (102 ft)



	Area
	9,990.5 km2 (3,857.4 sq mi)(GCCSA)[3]




	Time zone[image: External link]
	
AEST[image: External link] ( UTC+10[image: External link])



	 • Summer ( DST[image: External link])
	
AEDT[image: External link] ( UTC+11[image: External link])



	Location
	

	465 km (289 mi) from Canberra[image: External link][4]


	654 km (406 mi) from Adelaide[image: External link][5]


	713 km (443 mi) from Sydney[6]


	1,374 km (854 mi) from Brisbane[image: External link][7]


	2,721 km (1,691 mi) from Perth[image: External link][8]








	LGA(s)[image: External link]
	31 Municipalities across Greater Melbourne[image: External link]



	County[image: External link]
	
Grant[image: External link], Bourke[image: External link], Mornington[image: External link]




	State electorate(s)[image: External link]
	54 electoral districts and regions[image: External link]



	Federal Division(s)[image: External link]
	23 Divisions[image: External link]



	


	Mean max temp
	Mean min temp
	Annual rainfall



	20.4 °C

69 °F

	11.4 °C

53 °F

	602.6 mm

23.7 in










Melbourne (/'melbern /[image: External link])[9][10][11] is the capital and most populous city of the Australian state[image: External link] of Victoria, and the second-most populous city[image: External link] in Australia[image: External link] and Oceania[image: External link].[1] The name "Melbourne" refers to an urban agglomeration[image: External link] spanning 9,900 km2 (3,800 sq mi),[3] which comprises the broader metropolitan area, as well as being the common name for its city centre[image: External link]. The metropolis is located on the large natural bay of Port Phillip[image: External link] and expands into the hinterlands towards the Dandenong[image: External link] and Macedon[image: External link] mountain ranges, Mornington Peninsula[image: External link] and Yarra Valley[image: External link]. Melbourne consists of 31 municipalities[image: External link].[12] It has a population of 4,641,636 as of 2016, and its inhabitants are called Melburnians.[13][14]

Founded by free settlers from the British[image: External link] Crown colony[image: External link] of Van Diemen's Land[image: External link] on 30 August 1835, in what was then the colony of New South Wales[image: External link],[15] it was incorporated as a Crown settlement in 1837.[15] It was named "Melbourne" by the Governor[image: External link] of New South Wales, Sir Richard Bourke[image: External link], in honour of the British Prime Minister of the day, William Lamb, 2nd Viscount Melbourne[image: External link].[15] It was officially declared a city by Queen Victoria[image: External link], to whom Lord Melbourne was close, in 1847,[16] after which it became the capital of the newly founded colony of Victoria in 1851.[16] During the Victorian gold rush[image: External link] of the 1850s, it was transformed into one of the world's largest and wealthiest cities.[17] After the federation of Australia[image: External link] in 1901, it served as the nation's interim seat of government[image: External link] until 1927.[18]

Melbourne rates highly in education, entertainment, health care, research and development, tourism and sport,[19] making it the world's most liveable city[image: External link]—for the sixth year in a row in 2016, according to the Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link].[20] It is a leading financial centre[image: External link] in the Asia-Pacific[image: External link] region, and ranks among the top 30 cities in the world in the Global Financial Centres Index[image: External link].[21][22] Referred to as Australia's "cultural capital",[23] it is the birthplace of Australian impressionism[image: External link], Australian rules football, the Australian film[image: External link] and television industries[image: External link], and Australian contemporary dance[image: External link]. It is recognised as a UNESCO[image: External link] City of Literature[image: External link] and a major centre for street art[image: External link], music[image: External link] and theatre. It is home to many of Australia's largest and oldest cultural institutions such as the Melbourne Cricket Ground[image: External link], the National Gallery of Victoria[image: External link], the State Library of Victoria[image: External link] and the UNESCO World Heritage[image: External link]-listed Royal Exhibition Building[image: External link]. It was the host city of the 1956 Summer Olympics[image: External link] and the 2006 Commonwealth Games[image: External link].

The main passenger airport serving the metropolis and the state is Melbourne Airport[image: External link] (also called Tullamarine Airport), the second busiest in Australia. The Port of Melbourne[image: External link] is Australia's busiest seaport for containerised and general cargo.[24] Melbourne has an extensive transport network[image: External link]. The main metropolitan train[image: External link] terminus is Flinders Street Station[image: External link], and the main regional train[image: External link] and coach terminus is Southern Cross Station[image: External link]. Melbourne is also home to Australia's most extensive freeway network and has the world's largest urban tram network[image: External link].[25]
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 History




For more details on this topic, see History of Melbourne[image: External link].

See also: Timeline of Melbourne history[image: External link] and History of Victoria[image: External link]
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 Early history and foundation




Further information: Foundation of Melbourne[image: External link]


Before the arrival of white settlers[image: External link], humans had occupied the area for an estimated 31,000 to 40,000 years.[26] At the time of European settlement, it was inhabited by under 2000[27] hunter-gatherers[image: External link] from three indigenous[image: External link] regional tribes[image: External link]: the Wurundjeri[image: External link], Boonwurrung[image: External link] and Wathaurong[image: External link].[28] The area was an important meeting place for the clans of the Kulin[image: External link] nation alliance and a vital source of food and water.[29][30]

The first European settlement in Victoria was established by Colonel David Collins[image: External link] in October 1803, at Sullivan Bay[image: External link], near present-day Sorrento[image: External link], but this settlement was relocated to what is now Hobart[image: External link], Tasmania, in February 1804, due to a perceived lack of resources. It would be 30 years before another settlement was attempted.[31]

In May and June 1835, the area which is now central and northern Melbourne was explored by John Batman[image: External link], a leading member of the Port Phillip Association[image: External link] in Van Diemen's Land[image: External link] (now known as Tasmania), who claimed to have negotiated a purchase of 600,000 acres (2,400 km2) with eight Wurundjeri elders.[29][30] Batman selected a site on the northern bank of the Yarra River, declaring that "this will be the place for a village".[32] Batman then returned to Launceston[image: External link] in Tasmania. In early August 1835 a different group of settlers, including John Pascoe Fawkner[image: External link], left Launceston on the ship Enterprize[image: External link]. Fawkner was forced to disembark at Georgetown, Tasmania, because of outstanding debts. The remainder of the party continued and arrived at the mouth of the Yarra River on 15 August 1835. On 30 August 1835 the party disembarked and established a settlement at the site of the current Melbourne Immigration Museum[image: External link]. Batman and his group arrived on 2 September 1835 and the two groups ultimately agreed to share the settlement.

Batman's Treaty[image: External link] with the Aborigines was annulled by the New South Wales[image: External link] governor (who at the time governed all of eastern mainland Australia), with compensation paid to members of the association.[29] In 1836, Governor Bourke[image: External link] declared the city the administrative capital of the Port Phillip District[image: External link] of New South Wales, and commissioned the first plan for the city, the Hoddle Grid[image: External link], in 1837.[33] The settlement was named Batmania after Batman. However, later that year the settlement was named "Melbourne" after the British Prime Minister[image: External link], William Lamb, 2nd Viscount Melbourne[image: External link], whose seat[image: External link] was Melbourne Hall[image: External link] in the market town[image: External link] of Melbourne[image: External link], Derbyshire[image: External link]. On 13 April 1837 the settlement's general post office[image: External link] officially opened with that name.[34]

Between 1836 and 1842 Victorian Aboriginal groups were largely dispossessed of their land by European settlers.[35] By January 1844, there were said to be 675 Aborigines resident in squalid camps in Melbourne.[36] The British Colonial Office appointed five Aboriginal Protectors[image: External link] for the Aborigines of Victoria, in 1839, however their work was nullified by a land policy that favoured squatters[image: External link] to take possession of Aboriginal lands.[37] By 1845, fewer than 240 wealthy Europeans held all the pastoral licences then issued in Victoria and became a powerful political and economic force in Victoria for generations to come.[38]

Letters patent[image: External link] of Queen Victoria[image: External link], issued on 25 June 1847, declared Melbourne a city.[16]

On 1 July 1851 the Port Phillip District became the separate Colony of Victoria, with Melbourne as its capital.[39]
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 Victorian gold rush




Further information: Victorian gold rush[image: External link]


The discovery of gold in Victoria in mid-1851 led to a gold rush[image: External link], and Melbourne, which served as the major port and provided most services for the region, experienced rapid growth. Within months, the city's population had increased from 25,000 to 40,000 inhabitants.[40] Thereafter, growth was exponential and by 1865, Melbourne had overtaken Sydney as Australia's most populous city.[41]

An influx of intercolonial and overseas migrants, particularly Irish, German and Chinese, saw the establishment of slums including a temporary "tent city" on the southern banks of the Yarra. Chinese migrants founded Chinatown[image: External link] in 1851, which remains the longest continuous Chinese settlement outside Asia.[42] In the aftermath of the 1854 Eureka Rebellion[image: External link], mass public support for the plight of the miners resulted in major political changes to the colony, including improvements in working conditions across mining, agriculture, manufacturing and other local industries. The various nationalities involved in the rebellion give some indication of immigration flows at the time.[43]

With the wealth brought on by the gold rush and the subsequent need for public buildings, a program of grand civic construction soon began. The 1850s and 1860s saw the commencement of Parliament House[image: External link], the Treasury Building[image: External link], the Old Melbourne Gaol[image: External link], Victoria Barracks[image: External link], the State Library[image: External link], University[image: External link], General Post Office[image: External link], Customs House[image: External link], the Melbourne Town Hall[image: External link], St Patrick's[image: External link] cathedral, though many remained uncompleted for decades, with some still not finished.

The layout of the inner suburbs on a largely one-mile grid pattern, cut through by wide radial boulevards and parklands surrounding the central city was largely established in the 1850s and 1860s. These areas were rapidly filled by the ubiquitous terrace house, as well as detached houses and grand mansions, while some of the major roads developed as shopping streets. Melbourne quickly became a major finance centre, home to several banks, the Royal Mint[image: External link], and Australia's first stock exchange[image: External link] in 1861.[44] In 1855 the Melbourne Cricket Club[image: External link] secured possession of its now famous ground, the MCG[image: External link]. Members of the Melbourne Football Club[image: External link] codified Australian football[image: External link] in 1859, and Yarra rowing clubs and "regattas" became popular about the same time. In 1861 the Melbourne Cup[image: External link] was first run. In 1864 Melbourne acquired its first public monument—the Burke and Wills[image: External link] statue.

With the gold rush largely over by 1860, Melbourne continued to grow on the back of continuing gold mining, as the major port for exporting the agricultural products of Victoria, especially wool, and a developing manufacturing sector protected by high tariffs. An extensive radial railway network spreading into the countryside was established from the late 1850s. Further major public buildings were begun in the 1860s and 1870s such as the Supreme Court[image: External link], Government House[image: External link], and the Queen Victoria Market[image: External link]. The central city filled up with shops and offices, workshops, and warehouses. Large banks and hotels faced the main streets, with fine townhouses in the east end of Collins Street, contrasting with tiny cottages down laneways within the blocks. The Aboriginal population continued to decline with an estimated 80% total decrease by 1863, due primarily to introduced diseases, particularly smallpox[image: External link],[27] frontier violence and dispossession from their lands.
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 Land boom and bust




The decade of the 1880s was one of extraordinary growth, when consumer confidence, easy access to credit, and steep increases in the price of land, led to an enormous amount of construction. This 'land boom' was followed by a severe economic crash in the early 1890s which lasted until the end of the century. During the boom, Melbourne had reputedly become the richest city in the world,[17] and the largest after London in the British Empire[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The decade began with the Melbourne International Exhibition in 1880, held in the large purpose-built Exhibition Building[image: External link]. In 1880 a telephone exchange was established and in the same year the foundations of St Paul's[image: External link], were laid; in 1881 electric light was installed in the Eastern Market, and in the following year a generating station capable of supplying 2,000 incandescent lamps was in operation.[45] In 1885 the first line of the Melbourne cable tramway system[image: External link] was built, becoming one of the world's most extensive systems by 1890.

During a visit in 1885 English journalist George Augustus Henry Sala[image: External link] coined the phrase "Marvellous Melbourne", which stuck long into the twentieth century and is still used today by Melburnians.[46] Growing building activity culminated in a "land boom" which, in 1888, reached a peak of speculative development fuelled by consumer confidence and escalating land value.[47] As a result of the boom, large commercial buildings, coffee palaces[image: External link], terrace housing[image: External link] and palatial mansions proliferated in the city.[47] The establishment of a hydraulic facility in 1887 allowed for the local manufacture of elevators, resulting in the first construction of high-rise buildings;[48] most notably the APA Building[image: External link], amongst the world's tallest commercial buildings upon completion in 1889.[47] This period also saw the expansion of a major radial rail-based transport network.[49]

In 1888, the Exhibition Building hosted a second event even larger than the first, the Melbourne Centennial Exhibition, spurring construction of numerous hotels including the 500 room Federal Hotel[image: External link], The Palace Hotel in Bourke Street (both since demolished), and the doubling in size of the Grand (Windsor)[image: External link].

A brash boosterism[image: External link] that had typified Melbourne during this time ended in the early 1890s with a severe depression of the city's economy, sending the local finance and property industries into a period of chaos[47][50] during which 16 small "land banks" and building societies collapsed, and 133 limited companies went into liquidation. The Melbourne financial crisis was a contributing factor in the Australian economic depression of the 1890s[image: External link] and the Australian banking crisis of 1893[image: External link]. The effects of the depression on the city were profound, with virtually no new construction until the late 1890s.[51][52]
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 De facto Capital of Australia




Further information: Federation of Australia[image: External link]


At the time of Australia's federation[image: External link] on 1 January 1901, Melbourne became the seat of government of the federation. The first federal parliament was convened on 9 May 1901 in the Royal Exhibition Building, subsequently moving to the Victorian Parliament House where it was located until 1927, when it was moved to Canberra[image: External link]. The Governor-General of Australia[image: External link] resided at Government House[image: External link] in Melbourne until 1930 and many major national institutions remained in Melbourne well into the twentieth century.[53]
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 Post-war period




In the immediate years after World War II, Melbourne expanded rapidly, its growth boosted by post-war immigration to Australia[image: External link], primarily from Southern Europe[image: External link] and the Mediterranean[image: External link].[54] While the "Paris End" of Collins Street began Melbourne's boutique shopping and open air cafe[image: External link] cultures,[55] the city centre was seen by many as stale—the dreary domain of office workers—something expressed by John Brack[image: External link] in his famous painting Collins St., 5 pm[image: External link] (1955).[56]

Height limits in the Melbourne CBD were lifted in 1958, after the construction of ICI House[image: External link], transforming the city's skyline with the introduction of skyscrapers. Suburban expansion then intensified, served by new indoor malls beginning with Chadstone Shopping Centre[image: External link].[57] The post-war period also saw a major renewal of the CBD and St Kilda Road[image: External link] which significantly modernised the city.[58] New fire regulations and redevelopment saw most of the taller pre-war CBD buildings either demolished or partially retained through a policy of facadism[image: External link]. Many of the larger suburban mansions from the boom era were also either demolished or subdivided.

To counter the trend towards low-density suburban residential growth, the government began a series of controversial public housing projects in the inner city by the Housing Commission of Victoria[image: External link], which resulted in demolition of many neighbourhoods and a proliferation of high-rise towers.[59] In later years, with the rapid rise of motor vehicle ownership, the investment in freeway and highway developments greatly accelerated the outward suburban sprawl and declining inner city population. The Bolte[image: External link] government sought to rapidly accelerate the modernisation of Melbourne. Major road projects including the remodelling of St Kilda Junction[image: External link], the widening of Hoddle Street[image: External link] and then the extensive 1969 Melbourne Transportation Plan[image: External link] changed the face of the city into a car-dominated environment.[60]

Australia's financial and mining booms during 1969 and 1970 resulted in establishment of the headquarters of many major companies (BHP Billiton[image: External link] and Rio Tinto[image: External link], among others) in the city. Nauru[image: External link]'s then booming economy resulted in several ambitious investments in Melbourne, such as Nauru House[image: External link].[61] Melbourne remained Australia's main business and financial centre until the late 1970s, when it began to lose this primacy to Sydney.[62]

Melbourne experienced an economic downturn between 1989 and 1992, following the collapse of several local financial institutions. In 1992, the newly elected Kennett[image: External link] government began a campaign to revive the economy with an aggressive development campaign of public works coupled with the promotion of the city as a tourist destination with a focus on major events and sports tourism.[63] During this period the Australian Grand Prix[image: External link] moved to Melbourne from Adelaide. Major projects included the construction of a new facility for the Melbourne Museum[image: External link], Federation Square[image: External link], the Melbourne Exhibition and Convention Centre[image: External link], Crown Casino[image: External link] and the CityLink[image: External link] tollway[image: External link]. Other strategies included the privatisation of some of Melbourne's services, including power and public transport, and a reduction in funding to public services such as health, education and public transport infrastructure.[64]
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 Contemporary Melbourne




Since the mid-1990s, Melbourne has maintained significant population and employment growth. There has been substantial international investment in the city's industries and property market. Major inner-city urban renewal has occurred in areas such as Southbank[image: External link], Port Melbourne[image: External link], Melbourne Docklands[image: External link] and more recently, South Wharf[image: External link]. According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link], Melbourne sustained the highest population increase and economic growth rate of any Australian capital city in the three years ended June 2004.[65] These factors have led to population growth and further suburban expansion through the 2000s.

From 2006, the growth of the city extended into "green wedges" and beyond the city's urban growth boundary[image: External link]. Predictions of the city's population reaching 5 million people pushed the state government to review the growth boundary in 2008 as part of its Melbourne @ Five Million strategy.[66] In 2009, Melbourne was less affected by the late-2000s financial crisis[image: External link] in comparison to other Australian cities. At this time, more new jobs were created in Melbourne than any other Australian city—almost as many as the next two fastest growing cities, Brisbane and Perth, combined,[67] and Melbourne's property market remained highly priced,[68] resulting in historically high property prices and widespread rent increases.[69]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Melbourne[image: External link]


Melbourne is located in the south-eastern part of mainland Australia, within the state of Victoria. Geologically, it is built on the confluence of Quaternary[image: External link] lava flows to the west, Silurian[image: External link] mudstones[image: External link] to the east, and Holocene[image: External link] sand accumulation to the southeast along Port Phillip[image: External link]. The southeastern suburbs are situated on the Selwyn fault[image: External link] which transects Mount Martha[image: External link] and Cranbourne[image: External link].

Melbourne extends along the Yarra River[image: External link] towards the Yarra Valley[image: External link] and the Dandenong Ranges[image: External link] to the east. It extends northward through the undulating bushland valleys of the Yarra's tributaries—Moonee Ponds Creek[image: External link] (toward Tullamarine Airport), Merri Creek[image: External link], Darebin Creek[image: External link] and Plenty River[image: External link]—to the outer suburban growth corridors of Craigieburn[image: External link] and Whittlesea[image: External link].

The city reaches south-east through Dandenong[image: External link] to the growth corridor of Pakenham[image: External link] towards West Gippsland[image: External link], and southward through the Dandenong Creek[image: External link] valley, the Mornington Peninsula[image: External link] and the city of Frankston[image: External link] taking in the peaks of Olivers Hill[image: External link], Mount Martha and Arthurs Seat[image: External link], extending along the shores of Port Phillip as a single conurbation[image: External link] to reach the exclusive suburb of Portsea[image: External link] and Point Nepean[image: External link]. In the west, it extends along the Maribyrnong River[image: External link] and its tributaries north towards Sunbury[image: External link] and the foothills of the Macedon Ranges[image: External link], and along the flat volcanic plain country towards Melton[image: External link] in the west, Werribee[image: External link] at the foothills of the You Yangs[image: External link] granite[image: External link] ridge south west of the CBD. The Little River, and the township of the same name, marks the border between Melbourne and neighbouring Geelong city.

Melbourne's major bayside beaches are located in the various suburbs along the shores of Port Phillip Bay, in areas like Port Melbourne[image: External link], Albert Park[image: External link], St Kilda[image: External link], Elwood[image: External link], Brighton[image: External link], Sandringham[image: External link], Mentone[image: External link], Frankston[image: External link], Altona[image: External link], Williamstown[image: External link] and Werribee South. The nearest surf[image: External link] beaches are located 85 kilometres (53 mi) south-east of the Melbourne CBD in the back-beaches of Rye[image: External link], Sorrento[image: External link] and Portsea[image: External link].[70][71]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Melbourne[image: External link]


Further information: Extreme weather events in Melbourne[image: External link]


Melbourne has a temperate oceanic climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Cfb) with warm summers and cool winters.[72][73] and is well known for its changeable weather conditions. This is mainly due to Melbourne's location situated on the boundary of the very hot inland areas and the cool southern ocean. This temperature differential is most pronounced in the spring and summer months and can cause very strong cold fronts[image: External link] to form. These cold fronts can be responsible for all sorts of severe weather from gales[image: External link] to severe thunderstorms[image: External link] and hail[image: External link], large temperature drops and heavy rain. Winters, on the other hand, are usually very stable, but rather damp and often cloudy.

Port Phillip is often warmer than the surrounding oceans and/or the land mass, particularly in spring and autumn; this can set up a "bay effect" similar to the "lake effect[image: External link]" seen in colder climates where showers are intensified leeward of the bay. Relatively narrow streams of heavy showers can often affect the same places (usually the eastern suburbs) for an extended period, while the rest of Melbourne and surrounds stays dry. Overall, Melbourne is, owing to the rain shadow[image: External link] of the Otway Ranges[image: External link], nonetheless drier than average for southern Victoria. Within the city and surrounds, however, rainfall varies widely, from around 425 millimetres (17 in) at Little River[image: External link] to 1,250 millimetres (49 in) on the eastern fringe at Gembrook[image: External link]. Melbourne receives 48.6 clear days annually. Dewpoint temperatures in the summer range from 9.5 °C (49.1 °F) to 11.7 °C (53.1 °F).[74]

Melbourne is also prone to isolated convective showers forming when a cold pool crosses the state, especially if there is considerable daytime heating. These showers are often heavy and can contain hail and squalls and significant drops in temperature, but they pass through very quickly at times with a rapid clearing trend to sunny and relatively calm weather and the temperature rising back to what it was before the shower. This often occurs in the space of minutes and can be repeated many times in a day, giving Melbourne a reputation for having "four seasons in one day",[75] a phrase that is part of local popular culture[image: External link] and familiar to many visitors to the city.[76] The lowest temperature on record is −2.8 °C (27.0 °F), on 21 July 1869.[77] The highest temperature recorded in Melbourne city was 46.4 °C (115.5 °F), on 7 February 2009[image: External link].[78] While snow is occasionally seen at higher elevations in the outskirts of the city, it has not been recorded in the Central Business District since 1986.[79]

The average temperature of the sea ranges from 14.6 °C (58.3 °F) in September to 18.8 °C (65.8 °F) in February;[80] at Port Melbourne[image: External link], the average sea temperature range is the same.[81]



	Climate data for Melbourne Regional Office



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	45.6

(114.1)
	46.4

(115.5)
	41.7

(107.1)
	34.9

(94.8)
	28.7

(83.7)
	22.4

(72.3)
	23.3

(73.9)
	26.5

(79.7)
	31.4

(88.5)
	36.9

(98.4)
	40.9

(105.6)
	43.7

(110.7)
	46.4

(115.5)



	Average high °C (°F)
	26.3

(79.3)
	26.6

(79.9)
	24.4

(75.9)
	21.0

(69.8)
	17.5

(63.5)
	14.8

(58.6)
	14.2

(57.6)
	15.7

(60.3)
	17.7

(63.9)
	20.1

(68.2)
	22.6

(72.7)
	24.4

(75.9)
	20.4

(68.7)



	Average low °C (°F)
	15.6

(60.1)
	16.0

(60.8)
	14.5

(58.1)
	11.8

(53.2)
	9.8

(49.6)
	7.9

(46.2)
	7.1

(44.8)
	7.8

(46)
	9.2

(48.6)
	10.6

(51.1)
	12.6

(54.7)
	14.1

(57.4)
	11.4

(52.5)



	Record low °C (°F)
	5.5

(41.9)
	4.5

(40.1)
	2.8

(37)
	1.5

(34.7)
	−1.1

(30)
	−2.2

(28)
	−2.8

(27)
	−2.1

(28.2)
	−0.5

(31.1)
	0.1

(32.2)
	2.5

(36.5)
	4.4

(39.9)
	−2.8

(27)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	45.1

(1.776)
	39.9

(1.571)
	40.7

(1.602)
	50.2

(1.976)
	46.5

(1.831)
	46.5

(1.831)
	44.7

(1.76)
	50.5

(1.988)
	52.9

(2.083)
	58.5

(2.303)
	63.1

(2.484)
	64.1

(2.524)
	602.6

(23.724)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.2mm)
	8.7
	6.6
	9.3
	10.5
	12.2
	13.5
	14.4
	15.3
	14.0
	13.3
	11.3
	10.0
	139.1



	Average afternoon relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	47
	47
	49
	51
	58
	62
	60
	54
	51
	48
	48
	47
	51.8



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	266.6
	228.8
	223.2
	186.0
	142.6
	120.0
	136.4
	164.3
	183.0
	223.2
	225.0
	263.5
	2,362.6



	Source #1: Bureau of Meteorology[image: External link][74] 1981-2010 averages, records 1855-2016



	Source #2: Sunshine hours taken from Melbourne Airport, 1999-2016[82]
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 Environment and pollution




See also: Environmental issues in Australia[image: External link]


Melbourne's air quality[image: External link] is generally good and has improved significantly since the 1980s.[83] Like many urban environments, the city faces significant environmental issues, many of them relating to the city's large urban footprint and urban sprawl[image: External link] and the demand for infrastructure and services. One such issue is the impact of drought[image: External link] on water supply. Periodic droughts and consistently high summer temperatures deplete Melbourne water supplies, and climate change may exacerbate the long-term impact of these factors on Melbourne's water supplies.[84] During the Millennium drought[image: External link], the Bracks[image: External link] Government implemented water restrictions[image: External link] and a range of other options including water recycling, incentives for household water tanks, greywater[image: External link] systems, water consumption awareness initiatives, and other water saving and reuse initiatives. However, as water storages continued to fall further measures were required; in June 2007 the Bracks Government announced the construction of the $3.1 billion Wonthaggi desalination plant[image: External link],[85] and the so-called North-South Pipeline[image: External link] from the Goulburn Valley[image: External link] in Victoria's north to Melbourne. Neither project was used extensively before the drought broke during 2010, and therefore both have been criticised as 'white elephants[image: External link]'.[86]

In response to attribution of recent climate change[image: External link], the City of Melbourne[image: External link], in 2002, set a target to reduce carbon emissions[image: External link] to net zero by 2020[87] and Moreland City Council established the Zero Moreland program, however not all metropolitan municipalities have followed, with the City of Glen Eira[image: External link] notably deciding in 2009 not to become carbon neutral.[88] Melbourne has one of the largest urban footprints in the world due to its low density housing, resulting in a vast suburban sprawl, with a high level of car dependence[image: External link] and minimal public transport outside of inner areas.[89] Much of the vegetation within the city are non-native species, most of European origin, and in many cases plays host to invasive species[image: External link] and noxious weeds.[90] Significant introduced urban pests include the common myna[image: External link],[91] feral pigeon[image: External link],[92] brown rat[image: External link],[93][94] European wasp[image: External link],[95] common starling[image: External link] and red fox[image: External link].[96] Many outlying suburbs, particularly towards the Yarra Valley[image: External link] and the hills to the north-east and east, have gone for extended periods without regenerative fires leading to a lack of saplings and undergrowth in urbanised native bushland. The Department of Sustainability and Environment partially addresses this problem by regularly burning off.[97][98] Several national parks[image: External link] have been designated around the urban area of Melbourne, including the Mornington Peninsula National Park[image: External link], Port Phillip Heads Marine National Park[image: External link] and Point Nepean National Park[image: External link] in the south east, Organ Pipes National Park[image: External link] to the north and Dandenong Ranges National Park[image: External link] to the east. There are also a number of significant state parks just outside Melbourne.[99][100] Responsibility for regulating pollution falls under the jurisdiction of the EPA Victoria[image: External link] and several local councils. Air pollution, by world standards, is classified as being good. Summer and autumn are the worst times of year for atmospheric haze in the urban area.[101][102]

Another recent environmental issue in Melbourne was the Victorian government project of channel deepening Melbourne Ports by dredging Port Phillip Bay—the Port Phillip Channel Deepening Project[image: External link]. It was subject to controversy and strict regulations among fears that beaches and marine wildlife could be affected by the disturbance of heavy metals[image: External link] and other industrial sediments.[71][103] Other major pollution problems in Melbourne include levels of bacteria including E. coli[image: External link] in the Yarra River[image: External link] and its tributaries caused by septic systems,[104] as well as litter[image: External link]. Up to 350,000 cigarette butts enter the storm water runoff every day.[105] Several programs are being implemented to minimise beach and river pollution.[71][106] In February 2010, The Transition Decade[image: External link], an initiative to transition human society, economics and environment towards sustainability, was launched in Melbourne.[107]
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 Urban structure




See also: Melbourne city centre[image: External link], List of heritage listed buildings in Melbourne[image: External link], Lanes and arcades of Melbourne[image: External link], Parks and gardens of Melbourne[image: External link], and List of tallest buildings in Melbourne[image: External link]


The Hoddle Grid[image: External link] (dimensions of 1 by 1⁄2 mile (1.61 by 0.80 km)) forms the centre of Melbourne's central business district[image: External link]. The grid's southern edge fronts onto the Yarra River. Office, commercial and public developments in the adjoining districts of Southbank[image: External link] and Docklands[image: External link] have made these redeveloped areas into extensions of the CBD in all but name. The city centre has a reputation for its historic and prominent lanes and arcades[image: External link] (most notably Block Place[image: External link] and Royal Arcade[image: External link]) which contain a variety of shops and cafés[108] and are a byproduct of the city's layout.[109]

Melbourne's CBD, compared with other Australian cities, has comparatively unrestricted height limits and as a result of waves of post-war development contains five of the six tallest buildings in Australia[image: External link], the tallest of which is the Eureka Tower[image: External link], situated in Southbank. It has an observation deck on the 88th floor.[110] The Rialto tower, the city's second tallest, remains the tallest building in the old CBD; its observation deck for visitors has recently closed.[111]

The CBD and surrounds also contain many significant historic buildings such as the Royal Exhibition Building[image: External link], the Melbourne Town Hall[image: External link] and Parliament House[image: External link].[112][113] Although the area is described as the centre, it is not actually the demographic centre of Melbourne at all, due to an urban sprawl to the south east, the demographic centre being located at Glen Iris[image: External link].[114]

Melbourne is typical of Australian capital cities in that after the turn of the 20th century, it expanded with the underlying notion of a 'quarter acre home and garden' for every family, often referred to locally as the Australian Dream[image: External link]. This, coupled with the popularity of the private automobile after 1945, led to the auto-centric urban structure now present today in the middle and outer suburbs. Much of metropolitan[image: External link] Melbourne is accordingly characterised by low density sprawl, whilst its inner city areas feature predominantly medium-density, transit-oriented urban forms. The city centre, Docklands, St. Kilda Road and Southbank areas feature high-density forms.

Melbourne is often referred to as Australia's garden city, and the state of Victoria was once known as the garden state.[101][115][116] There is an abundance of parks and gardens in Melbourne[image: External link],[117] many close to the CBD[image: External link] with a variety of common and rare plant species amid landscaped vistas, pedestrian pathways and tree-lined avenues. Melbourne's parks are often considered the best public parks in all of Australia's major cities.[118] There are also many parks in the surrounding suburbs of Melbourne, such as in the municipalities of Stonnington[image: External link], Boroondara[image: External link] and Port Phillip[image: External link], south east of the central business district. The extensive area covered by urban Melbourne is formally divided into hundreds of suburbs (for addressing and postal purposes), and administered as local government areas[119] 31 of which are located within the metropolitan area.[120]
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 Housing




Main article: Housing in Victoria, Australia[image: External link]


Melbourne has minimal public housing and high demand for rental housing, which is becoming unaffordable for some.[121][122][123] Public housing is usually provided by the Housing Commission of Victoria[image: External link], and operates within the framework of the Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement, by which federal and state governments provide housing funding.

Melbourne is experiencing high population growth, generating high demand for housing. This housing boom has increased house prices and rents, as well as the availability of all types of housing. Subdivision[image: External link] regularly occurs in the outer areas of Melbourne, with numerous developers offering house and land packages. However, after 10 years[ when?[image: External link]] of planning policies to encourage medium-density[image: External link] and high-density[image: External link] development in existing areas with greater access to public transport[image: External link] and other services, Melbourne's middle and outer-ring suburbs have seen significant brownfields[image: External link] redevelopment.[124]
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Main article: Culture of Melbourne[image: External link]


Melbourne is an international cultural centre, with cultural endeavours spanning major events and festivals, drama, musicals, comedy, music, art, architecture, literature, film and television. The climate, waterfront location and nightlife make it one of the most vibrant destinations in Australia. For six years in a row (as of 2016) it has held the top position in a survey by The Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link] of the world's most liveable cities[image: External link] on the basis of a number of attributes which include its broad cultural offerings.[125] The city celebrates a wide variety of annual cultural events and festivals of all types, including Australia's largest free community festival— Moomba[image: External link], the Melbourne International Arts Festival[image: External link], Melbourne International Film Festival[image: External link], Melbourne International Comedy Festival[image: External link] and the Melbourne Fringe Festival[image: External link]. The culture of the city is an important drawcard for tourists, of which just under two million international overnight visitors and 57.7 million domestic overnight visited during the year ending March 2014.[126]

Melbourne's rich and diverse literary history was recognised in 2008 when it became the second UNESCO City of Literature[image: External link]. The State Library of Victoria[image: External link] is one of Australia's oldest cultural institutions and one of many public and university libraries across the city. Melbourne also has Australia's widest range of bookstores, as well the nation's largest publishing sector.[127] The city is home to significant writers' festivals, most notably the Melbourne Writers Festival[image: External link]. Several major literary prizes are open to local writers including the Melbourne Prize for Literature[image: External link] and the Victorian Premier's Literary Awards[image: External link]. Significant novels set in Melbourne include Fergus Hume[image: External link]'s The Mystery of a Hansom Cab[image: External link], Helen Garner[image: External link]'s Monkey Grip[image: External link] and Christos Tsiolkas[image: External link]' The Slap[image: External link]. Notable writers and poets from Melbourne include Thomas Browne[image: External link], C. J. Dennis[image: External link], Germaine Greer[image: External link] and Peter Carey[image: External link].

Established in 1861, the National Gallery of Victoria[image: External link] is Australia's oldest public art museum. The Heidelberg School[image: External link], also known as Australian Impressionism[image: External link], grew out of Melbourne's rural suburbs in the 1880s. The city is also home to the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art[image: External link]. Melbourne is regarded as one of the world's major street art centres[image: External link];[128] readers of Lonely Planet[image: External link] voted the city's street art and laneways as Australia's most popular cultural attraction.[129]

Melbourne's live performance institutions date from the foundation of the city, with the first theatre, the Pavilion, opening in 1841. The city's East End Theatre District[image: External link] includes theatres that similarly date from the 1850s to the 1920s, including the Princess Theatre[image: External link], Regent Theatre[image: External link], Her Majesty's Theatre[image: External link], Forum Theatre[image: External link], Comedy Theatre[image: External link], and the Athenaeum Theatre[image: External link]. The Melbourne Arts Precinct[image: External link] in Southbank is home to Arts Centre Melbourne[image: External link], which includes the State Theatre[image: External link], Hamer Hall[image: External link], the Playhouse and the Fairfax Studio. The Melbourne Recital Centre[image: External link] and Southbank Theatre[image: External link] (principal home of the MTC, which includes the Sumner and Lawler performance spaces)[130] are also located in Southbank. The Sidney Myer Music Bowl[image: External link], which dates from 1955, is located in the gardens of Kings Domain; and the Palais Theatre[image: External link] is a feature of the St Kilda Beach[image: External link] foreshore.

The national ballet company, the Australian Ballet[image: External link] is based in Melbourne, as are the state based companies, the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], the Melbourne Theatre Company[image: External link] (MTC), and the Victorian Opera[image: External link]. Melbourne is also the second home of the national Opera Australia[image: External link] after it merged with the defunct Victoria State Opera[image: External link] in 1996.

The Story of the Kelly Gang[image: External link], the world's first feature film[image: External link], was shot in Melbourne in 1906.[131] Melbourne filmmakers continued to produce bushranger[image: External link] films until they were banned by Victorian politicians in 1912 for the perceived promotion of crime, thus contributing to the decline of one of the silent film[image: External link] era's most productive industries.[131] A notable film shot and set in Melbourne during Australia's cinematic lull is On the Beach[image: External link] (1959). The 1970s saw the rise of the Australian New Wave[image: External link] and its Ozploitation[image: External link] offshoot, instigated by Melbourne-based productions Stork[image: External link] and Alvin Purple[image: External link]. Picnic at Hanging Rock[image: External link] and Mad Max[image: External link], both shot in and around Melbourne, achieved worldwide acclaim. 2004 saw the construction of Melbourne's largest film and television studio complex, Docklands Studios Melbourne[image: External link], which has hosted many domestic productions, as well as international features.[132] Melbourne is also home to the headquarters of Village Roadshow Pictures[image: External link], Australia's largest film production company. Famous modern day actors from Melbourne include Cate Blanchett[image: External link], Rachel Griffiths[image: External link], Guy Pearce[image: External link], Geoffrey Rush[image: External link] and Eric Bana[image: External link].

As of 2013, Melbourne is home to at least 460 music venues, and its live music industry contributes A$1 billion per annum to the Victorian economy.[133][134] Bands and musicians that have emerged from the Melbourne music scene include Clare Bowditch[image: External link], Adalita[image: External link], Vika & Linda Bull[image: External link], Emma Donovan[image: External link], The Wolfgramm Sisters[image: External link], Kimbra[image: External link], Kate Ceberano[image: External link], Kylie Auldist[image: External link], Missy Higgins[image: External link], Deborah[image: External link] Conway[image: External link], Ruby Hunter[image: External link], Kylie Minogue[image: External link], Tina[image: External link] Arena[image: External link], Courtney Barnett[image: External link], Marcie Jones[image: External link], Meg Mac[image: External link], Pikelet[image: External link], Jen Cloher[image: External link], Paul Kelly,[image: External link] Gotye[image: External link], Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds[image: External link], Hiatus Kaiyote[image: External link], Crowded House[image: External link], TISM[image: External link], The Living End[image: External link], Augie March[image: External link], Men at Work[image: External link] and The Temper Trap[image: External link]. Melbourne was named as a top music city in the world by IFPI.com[image: External link] in a white paper it released in conjunction with Music Canada[image: External link].
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Further information: Architecture of Melbourne[image: External link] and List of tallest buildings in Melbourne[image: External link]


The city is recognised for its mix of modern architecture which intersects with an extensive range of nineteenth and early twentieth century buildings.[135] Some of the most architecturally noteworthy historic buildings include the World Heritage Site[image: External link]-listed Royal Exhibition Building[image: External link], constructed over a two-year period for the Melbourne International Exhibition[image: External link] in 1880, A.C. Goode House, a Neo Gothic[image: External link] building located on Collins Street designed by Wright, Reed & Beaver (1891), William Pitt[image: External link]'s Venetian Gothic style Old Stock Exchange (1888), William Wardell[image: External link]'s Gothic Bank (1883) which features some of Melbourne's finest interiors, the incomplete Parliament House[image: External link], St Paul's Cathedral[image: External link] (1891) and Flinders Street Station[image: External link] (1909), which was the busiest commuter railway station in the world in the mid-1920s.[136]

The city also features the Shrine of Remembrance[image: External link], which was built as a memorial to the men and women of Victoria who served in World War I[image: External link] and is now a memorial to all Australians who have served in war. The now demolished Queen Anne style[image: External link] APA Australian Building[image: External link] (1889), the world's 3rd tallest building at the time of completion,[137] is said to have anticipated the skyscraper race in New York City[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link].[112]

In 2012, the city contained a total of 594 high-rise buildings, with 8 under construction, 71 planned and 39 at proposal stage[138] making the city's skyline the second largest in Australia. The CBD is dominated by modern office buildings including the Rialto Towers[image: External link] (1986), built on the site of several grand classical Victorian buildings, two of which — the Rialto Building (1889) designed by William Pitt[image: External link] and the Winfield Building (1890) designed by Charles D'Ebro and Richard Speight — still remain today and more recently high-rise apartment buildings including Eureka Tower[image: External link] (2006), which is listed as the 13th tallest residential building in the world[image: External link] in January 2014.[139]

Residential architecture is not defined by a single architectural style, but rather an eclectic mix of houses, townhouses, condominiums, and apartment buildings in the metropolitan area (particularly in areas of urban sprawl). Free standing dwellings with relatively large gardens are perhaps the most common type of housing outside inner city Melbourne. Victorian terrace housing, townhouses and historic Italianate[image: External link], Tudor revival[image: External link] and Neo-Georgian[image: External link] mansions are all common in neighbourhoods such as Toorak[image: External link].
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Main article: Sport in Victoria[image: External link]


Melbourne is notable as the host city for the 1956 Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] (the first Olympic Games held in the southern hemisphere and Oceania, with all previous games held in Europe and the United States),.[140] Melbourne is so far the southernmost city to host the Olympic Games. Melbourne also hosted the 2006 Commonwealth Games[image: External link]. The city is home to three major annual international sporting events: the Australian Open[image: External link] (one of the four Grand Slam[image: External link] tennis tournaments); the Melbourne Cup[image: External link] (horse racing); and the Australian Grand Prix[image: External link] (Formula One). Also, the Australian Masters[image: External link] golf tournament is held at Melbourne since 1979, having been co-sanctioned by the European Tour[image: External link] from 2006 to 2009. Melbourne was proclaimed the "World's Ultimate Sports City", in 2006, 2008 and 2010.[141] The city is home to the National Sports Museum[image: External link], which until 2003 was located outside the members pavilion at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. It reopened in 2008 in the Olympic Stand.[142]

Australian rules football and cricket[image: External link] are the most popular sports in Melbourne. It is considered the spiritual home of the two sports in Australia. The first official Test cricket[image: External link] match was played at the Melbourne Cricket Ground[image: External link] in March 1877. The origins of Australian rules football can be traced to matches played next to the MCG in 1858. The Australian Football League[image: External link] is headquartered at Docklands Stadium[image: External link]. Nine of the League's teams are based in the Melbourne metropolitan area: Carlton[image: External link], Collingwood[image: External link], Essendon[image: External link], Hawthorn[image: External link], Melbourne[image: External link], North Melbourne[image: External link], Richmond[image: External link], St Kilda[image: External link], and Western Bulldogs[image: External link]. Up to five AFL matches are played each week in Melbourne, attracting an average 40,000 people per game.[143] Additionally, the city annually hosts the AFL Grand Final[image: External link].

The city is home to many professional franchises/teams in national competitions including: cricket clubs Melbourne Stars[image: External link], Melbourne Renegades[image: External link] and Victorian Bushrangers[image: External link], which play in the Big Bash League[image: External link] and other domestic cricket competitions; soccer[image: External link] clubs Melbourne Victory[image: External link] and Melbourne City FC[image: External link] (known until June 2014 as Melbourne Heart), which play in the A-League[image: External link] competition. Rugby league[image: External link] club Melbourne Storm[image: External link][144] which plays in the NRL[image: External link] competition; rugby union[image: External link] clubs Melbourne Rebels[image: External link] and Melbourne Rising[image: External link], which play in the Super Rugby[image: External link] and National Rugby Championship[image: External link] competitions respectively; netball[image: External link] club Melbourne Vixens[image: External link], which plays in the trans-Tasman trophy ANZ Championship[image: External link]; basketball club Melbourne United[image: External link], which plays in the NBL[image: External link] competition; Bulleen Boomers[image: External link] and Dandenong Rangers[image: External link], which play in the WNBL[image: External link]; ice hockey teams Melbourne Ice[image: External link] and Melbourne Mustangs[image: External link], who play in the Australian Ice Hockey League[image: External link]; and baseball club Melbourne Aces[image: External link], which plays in the Australian Baseball League[image: External link]. Rowing[image: External link] is also a large part of Melbourne's sporting identity, with a number of clubs located on the Yarra River, out of which many Australian Olympians trained. The city previously held the nation's premier long distance swimming event the annual Race to Prince's Bridge[image: External link], in the Yarra River. Notable amateur sports clubs include the country's top ranked women's ( VRDL[image: External link]) and men's ( VMRD[image: External link]) roller derby[image: External link] teams.

In November 2008, it was announced that the Victorian Major Events Company[image: External link] had informed the Australian Olympic Committee[image: External link] that Melbourne was considering making bids for either the 2024[image: External link] or 2028 Summer Olympics[image: External link].[145]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economy




See also: Category:Companies based in Melbourne[image: External link] and Tourism in Melbourne[image: External link]


Melbourne has a highly diversified economy with particular strengths in finance, manufacturing, research, IT, education, logistics, transportation and tourism. Melbourne houses the headquarters of many of Australia's largest corporations, including five of the ten largest in the country (based on revenue), and five of the largest seven in the country (based on market capitalisation[image: External link])[147] ( ANZ[image: External link], BHP Billiton[image: External link] (the world's largest mining company), the National Australia Bank[image: External link], CSL[image: External link] and Telstra[image: External link], as well as such representative bodies and think tanks as the Business Council of Australia[image: External link] and the Australian Council of Trade Unions[image: External link]. Melbourne's suburbs also have the Head Offices of Wesfarmers[image: External link] companies Coles[image: External link] (including Liquorland[image: External link]), Bunnings[image: External link], Target[image: External link], K-Mart[image: External link] & Officeworks[image: External link]. The city is home to Australia's largest and busiest seaport[image: External link] which handles more than $75 billion in trade every year and 39% of the nation's container trade.[116][148][149] Melbourne Airport[image: External link] provides an entry point for national and international visitors, and is Australia's second busiest airport.[150]

Melbourne is also an important financial centre. Two of the big four[image: External link] banks, NAB[image: External link] and ANZ[image: External link], are headquartered in Melbourne. The city has carved out a niche as Australia's leading centre for superannuation[image: External link] (pension) funds, with 40% of the total, and 65% of industry super-funds[image: External link] including the $109 billion-dollar Federal Government Future Fund[image: External link]. The city was rated 41st within the top 50 financial cities as surveyed by the MasterCard Worldwide Centers of Commerce Index (2008),[151] second only to Sydney (12th) in Australia. Melbourne is Australia's second-largest industrial centre.[152] It is the Australian base for a number of significant manufacturers including Boeing[image: External link], truck-makers Kenworth[image: External link] and Iveco[image: External link], Cadbury[image: External link] as well as Bombardier Transportation[image: External link] and Jayco[image: External link], among many others. It is also home to a wide variety of other manufacturers, ranging from petrochemicals and pharmaceuticals to fashion garments, paper manufacturing and food processing.[153] The south-eastern suburb of Scoresby[image: External link] is home to Nintendo's Australian headquarters[image: External link]. The city also boasts a research and development hub for Ford Australia[image: External link], as well as a global design studio and technical centre for General Motors[image: External link] and Toyota[image: External link] respectively.

CSL[image: External link], one of the world's top five biotech companies, and Sigma Pharmaceuticals[image: External link] have their headquarters in Melbourne. The two are the largest listed Australian pharmaceutical companies.[155] Melbourne has an important ICT[image: External link] industry that employs over 60,000 people (one third of Australia's ICT workforce), with a turnover of $19.8 billion and export revenues of $615 million. In addition, tourism also plays an important role in Melbourne's economy, with about 7.6 million domestic visitors and 1.88 million international visitors in 2004.[156] In 2008, Melbourne overtook Sydney with the amount of money that domestic tourists spent in the city,[157] accounting for around $15.8 billion annually.[158] Melbourne has been attracting an increasing share of domestic and international conference markets. Construction began in February 2006 of a $1 billion 5000-seat international convention centre, Hilton Hotel and commercial precinct adjacent to the Melbourne Exhibition and Convention Centre[image: External link] to link development along the Yarra River[image: External link] with the Southbank precinct[image: External link] and multibillion-dollar Docklands[image: External link] redevelopment.[159]

The Economist Intelligence Unit ranks Melbourne as the fourth most expensive city in the world to live in according to its worldwide cost of living index in 2013.[160] The most visited attractions are: Federation Square[image: External link], Queen Victoria Market[image: External link], Crown Casino[image: External link], Southbank[image: External link], Melbourne Zoo[image: External link], Melbourne Aquarium[image: External link], Docklands[image: External link], National Gallery of Victoria[image: External link], Melbourne Museum[image: External link], Melbourne Observation Deck, Arts Centre Melbourne[image: External link], and the Melbourne Cricket Ground[image: External link].[161]

The Economist Intelligence Unit also has ranked Melbourne as the most liveable city in the world for 6 consecutive years (2011-2016)[162]
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Main article: Demographics of Melbourne[image: External link]
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In Greater Melbourne (Greater Capital City Statistical Areas), 63.3% of residents were born in Australia. The other most common countries of birth were the United Kingdom (3.4%), India (2.7%), China (excludes SARs[image: External link] and Taiwan) (2.3%), Italy (1.7%) and New Zealand (1.7%). In 2011 the most common cited ancestries in Greater Melbourne (Greater Capital City Statistical Areas) were English[image: External link] (21.1%), Australian[image: External link] (20.7%), Irish[image: External link] (6.9%), Scottish[image: External link] (5.7%), and Italian[image: External link] (5.5%).[163]

Melbourne has the largest Greek-speaking[image: External link] population outside of Europe, a population comparable to some larger Greek cities like Larissa[image: External link] and Volos[image: External link].[164] Thessaloniki[image: External link] is Melbourne's Greek sister city. The Vietnamese surname Nguyen[image: External link] is the second most common in Melbourne's phone book after Smith[image: External link].[165] The city also features substantial Indian, Sri Lankan, and Malaysian-born communities, in addition to recent South African and Sudanese influxes. The cultural diversity is reflected in the city's restaurants that serve international cuisines.



	
Largest overseas born populations[166]




	Country of birth
	Population (2011)



	United Kingdom
	150,015



	India
	104,975



	China
	90,420



	Vietnam
	66,691



	New Zealand
	62,627



	Italy
	66,556



	Greece
	47,666



	Sri Lanka
	41,938



	Malaysia
	37,642



	Philippines
	32,814



	South Africa
	20,968



	Germany
	19,738




Over two-thirds of Melburnians speak only English at home (68.1%). Chinese (mainly Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link]) is the second-most-common language spoken at home (3.6%), with Greek third, Italian fourth and Vietnamese fifth, each with more than 100,000 speakers.[167] Although Victoria's net interstate migration has fluctuated, the population of the Melbourne statistical division has grown by about 70,000 people a year since 2005. Melbourne has now attracted the largest proportion of international overseas immigrants (48,000) finding it outpacing Sydney's international migrant intake on percentage, along with having strong interstate migration from Sydney and other capitals due to more affordable housing and cost of living.[168]

In recent years, Melton[image: External link], Wyndham[image: External link] and Casey[image: External link], part of the Melbourne statistical division, have recorded the highest growth rate of all local government areas[image: External link] in Australia. Melbourne could overtake Sydney in population by 2028,[169] The ABS[image: External link] has projected in two scenarios that Sydney will remain larger than Melbourne beyond 2056, albeit by a margin of less than 3% compared to a margin of 12% today. Melbourne's population could overtake that of Sydney by 2037[170] or 2039, according to the first scenario projected by the ABS; primarily due to larger levels of internal migration losses assumed for Sydney.[171] Another study claims that Melbourne will surpass Sydney in population by 2040.[172]

After a trend of declining population density since World War II, the city has seen increased density in the inner and western suburbs, aided in part by Victorian Government planning, such as Postcode 3000[image: External link] and Melbourne 2030[image: External link] which have aimed to curtail urban sprawl.[173][174] According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link] as of June 2013, inner city Melbourne had the highest population density with 12,400 people per km2. Surrounding inner city suburbs experienced an increase in population density between 2012 and 2013; Carlton (9,000 people per km2) and Fitzroy (7,900).[175]
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Main article: Education in Melbourne[image: External link]


Some of Australia's most prominent and well known schools are based in Melbourne. Of the top twenty high schools in Australia according to the Better Education ranking, six are located in Melbourne.[176] There has also been a rapid increase in the number of International students studying in the city. Furthermore, Melbourne was ranked the world's fourth top university city in 2008 after London, Boston and Tokyo in a poll commissioned by the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology[image: External link].[177] Melbourne is the home of seven public universities: the University of Melbourne[image: External link], Monash University[image: External link], La Trobe University[image: External link], Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT University)[image: External link], Deakin University[image: External link], Swinburne University of Technology[image: External link] and Victoria University[image: External link].

Melbourne universities have campuses all over Australia and some internationally. Swinburne University has campuses in Malaysia[image: External link], while Monash has a research centre based in Prato, Italy[image: External link]. The University of Melbourne, the second oldest university in Australia,[178] was ranked first among Australian universities in the 2016 THES[image: External link] international rankings. The 2016–2017 Times Higher Education Supplement ranked the University of Melbourne as the 33rd best university in the world. Monash University was ranked as the 74th best university in the world.[179] Both universities are members of the Group of Eight[image: External link], a coalition of leading Australian tertiary institutions offering comprehensive and leading education.[180]

RMIT University[image: External link] was also ranked among the top 51–100 universities in the world in the subjects of: accounting[image: External link], Business and Management, communication[image: External link] and media studies[image: External link], computer science[image: External link] and information systems[image: External link].[181] The Swinburne University of Technology[image: External link], based in the inner city Melbourne suburb of Hawthorn is ranked 76–100 in the world for Physics by the Academic Ranking of World Universities making Swinburne the only Australian university outside the Group of Eight to achieve a top 100 rating in a science discipline. Deakin University[image: External link] maintains two major campuses in Melbourne and Geelong, and is the third largest university in Victoria. In recent years, the number of international students[image: External link] at Melbourne's universities has risen rapidly, a result of an increasing number of places being made available to full fee paying students.[182] Education in Melbourne is overseen by the Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development[image: External link] (DEECD), whose role is to 'provide policy and planning advice for the delivery of education'.[183]
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Main article: Media in Melbourne[image: External link]


Melbourne is served by twenty-eight digital free-to-air[image: External link] television channels:



	ABC[image: External link]

	
ABC[image: External link] (ABC broadcast in HD[image: External link])

	ABC2/KIDS[image: External link]

	ABC ME[image: External link]

	ABC News 24[image: External link]

	SBS[image: External link]

	
SBS HD[image: External link] (SBS broadcast in HD[image: External link])

	SBS2[image: External link]

	Food Network[image: External link]

	NITV[image: External link]

	Seven[image: External link]

	
7HD[image: External link] (Seven broadcast in HD)

	7Two[image: External link]

	7mate[image: External link]

	7flix[image: External link]

	TV4ME[image: External link]

	Racing.com[image: External link]

	Nine[image: External link]

	
9HD[image: External link] (Nine broadcast in HD)

	9Gem[image: External link]

	9Go![image: External link]

	9Life[image: External link]

	eXtra[image: External link]

	Ten[image: External link]

	
Ten HD[image: External link] (Ten broadcast in HD)

	One[image: External link]

	Eleven[image: External link]

	TVSN[image: External link]

	Spree TV[image: External link]

	
C31 Melbourne[image: External link] (Melbourne's community TV station)





Three daily newspapers serve Melbourne: the Herald Sun (tabloid), The Age[image: External link] (formerly broadsheet, now compact) and The Australian[image: External link] (national broadsheet). Six free-to-air television stations service Greater Melbourne and Geelong: ABC[image: External link] Victoria, ( ABV[image: External link]), SBS[image: External link] Victoria (SBS), Seven[image: External link] Melbourne ( HSV[image: External link]), Nine[image: External link] Melbourne ( GTV[image: External link]), Ten[image: External link] Melbourne ( ATV[image: External link]), C31 Melbourne[image: External link] (MGV) – community television. Each station (excluding C31) broadcasts a primary channel and several multichannels. C31 is only broadcast from the transmitters at Mount Dandenong and South Yarra. Hybrid digital/print media companies such as Broadsheet and ThreeThousand are based in and primarily serve Melbourne.

Television shows are produced in Melbourne, most notably Neighbours, Kath & Kim[image: External link], The Secret Life of Us[image: External link], Winners and Losers[image: External link], Offspring[image: External link], Underbelly[image: External link] , House Husbands[image: External link], Wentworth[image: External link] and Miss Fisher's Murder Mysteries[image: External link], along with national news-based programs such as The Project[image: External link], Insiders[image: External link] and ABC News Breakfast[image: External link]. Melbourne is also known as the game show capital of Australia; productions such as Million Dollar Minute[image: External link], The Chase Australia[image: External link], Millionaire Hot Seat[image: External link] and Family Feud[image: External link] are all based in Melbourne. Reality television productions such as Dancing with the Stars, MasterChef[image: External link], The Block[image: External link] and The Real Housewives of Melbourne[image: External link] are all filmed in and around Melbourne.

Pay television[image: External link] in Melbourne is largely delivered through cable and satellite services. Foxtel[image: External link] and Optus[image: External link] are the main pay television providers. Sky News[image: External link] and Fox Sports[image: External link] both have studio facilities based in Melbourne.

A long list[image: External link] of AM and FM radio stations broadcast to greater Melbourne. These include "public" (i.e., state-owned ABC[image: External link] and SBS[image: External link]) and community[image: External link] stations. Many commercial[image: External link] stations are networked-owned: DMG[image: External link] has Nova 100[image: External link] and Smooth[image: External link]; ARN[image: External link] controls Gold 104.3[image: External link] and KIIS 101.1[image: External link]; and Southern Cross Austereo[image: External link] runs both Fox[image: External link] and Triple M[image: External link]. Stations from towns in regional Victoria may also be heard (e.g. 93.9 Bay FM[image: External link], Geelong). Youth alternatives include ABC Triple J[image: External link] and youth run SYN[image: External link]. Triple J, and similarly PBS[image: External link] and Triple R[image: External link], strive to play under represented music. JOY 94.9[image: External link] caters for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender audiences. For fans of classical music there are 3MBS[image: External link] and ABC Classic FM[image: External link]. Light FM[image: External link] is a contemporary Christian station. AM stations include ABC: 774[image: External link], Radio National[image: External link], and News Radio[image: External link]; also Fairfax[image: External link] affiliates 3AW[image: External link] ( talk[image: External link]) and Magic[image: External link] (easy listening[image: External link]). For sport fans and enthusiasts there is SEN 1116[image: External link]. Melbourne has many community run stations that serve alternative interests, such as 3CR[image: External link] and 3KND[image: External link] (Indigenous). Many suburbs have low powered community run stations serving local audiences.[184]
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 Religion




Melbourne has a wide range of religious faiths, the most widely held of which is Christianity. This is signified by the city's two large cathedrals—St Patrick's[image: External link] (Roman Catholic), and St Paul's[image: External link] (Anglican). Both were built in the Victorian era[image: External link] and are of considerable heritage significance as major landmarks of the city.[185]

According to the 2011 Census, the largest responses on religious belief in Melbourne were Roman Catholic[image: External link] (27.2%), no religion[image: External link] (23.5%), Anglican[image: External link] (10.8%), Eastern Orthodox[image: External link] (5.5%), Buddhist[image: External link] (4.0%), Muslim (3.5%), Jewish (2.5%) and Hindu[image: External link] (2.0%).[167][186]

Nearly 150,000 Muslims live in Melbourne.[187] Muslim religious life in Melbourne is centred on more than 25 mosques and a large number of prayer rooms at university campuses, workplaces and other venues.[188]

As of 2000, Melbourne had the largest population of Polish Jews[image: External link] in Australia. The city was also home to the largest number of Holocaust[image: External link] survivors of any Australian city,[189] indeed the highest per capita outside Israel[image: External link] itself.[190] Reflecting this vibrant and growing community, Melbourne has a plethora of Jewish cultural, religious and educational institutions, including over 40 synagogues and 7 full-time parochial day schools,[191] along with a local Jewish newspaper[image: External link].[192]
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The governance of Melbourne is split between the government of Victoria[image: External link] and the 26 cities and five shires[image: External link] which comprise the metropolitan area. There is no ceremonial or political head of Melbourne; however, the Lord Mayor of the City of Melbourne[image: External link] often fulfils such a role as a first amongst equals,[193] particularly when interstate or overseas.

The local councils are responsible for providing the functions set out in the Local Government Act 1989[194] such as urban planning[image: External link] and waste management[image: External link]. Most other government services are provided or regulated by the Victorian state government[image: External link], which governs from Parliament House[image: External link] in Spring Street[image: External link]. These include services which are associated with local government in other countries and include public transport, main roads, traffic control, policing, education above preschool level, health and planning of major infrastructure projects. The state government retains the right to override certain local government decisions, including urban planning, and Melburnian issues often feature prominently in state election.
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 Infrastructure




In 2012, Mercer Consulting ranked Melbourne's infrastructure 17th in the world, behind only one other Australian city, Sydney, which ranked 10th in the world.[195]
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The Government of Victoria[image: External link]'s Department of Health and Human Services oversees about 30 public hospitals in the Melbourne metropolitan region, and 13 health services organisations.[196]

There are many major medical, neuroscience[image: External link] and biotechnology[image: External link] research institutions located in Melbourne: St. Vincent's Institute of Medical Research[image: External link], Australian Stem Cell Centre[image: External link], the Burnet Institute[image: External link], Australian Regenerative Medicine Institute[image: External link], Victorian Institute of Chemical Sciences, Brain Research Institute, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre[image: External link], the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research[image: External link], and the Melbourne Neuropsychiatry Centre[image: External link].

Other institutions include the Howard Florey Institute[image: External link], the Murdoch Childrens Research Institute[image: External link], Baker IDI Heart and Diabetes Institute[image: External link] and the Australian Synchrotron[image: External link].[197] Many of these institutions are associated with and are located near universities. Melbourne also is the home of the Royal Children's Hospital[image: External link].

Among Australian capital cities, Melbourne ties with Canberra in first place for the highest male life expectancy (80.0 years) and ranks second behind Perth in female life expectancy (84.1 years).[198]
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Main article: Transport in Melbourne[image: External link]


Further information: Buses in Melbourne[image: External link] and Trams in Melbourne[image: External link]


Like many Australian cities, Melbourne has a high dependency on the automobile for transport,[199] particularly in the outer suburban areas where the largest number of cars are bought,[200] with a total of 3.6 million private vehicles using 22,320 km (13,870 mi) of road, and one of the highest lengths of road per capita in the world.[199] The early 20th century saw an increase in popularity of automobiles, resulting in large-scale suburban expansion.[201] By the mid 1950s there was just under 200 passenger vehicles per 1000 people by 2013 there was 600 passenger vehicles per 1000 people.[202] Today it has an extensive network of freeways and arterial roadways used by private vehicles including freight as well as public transport systems including bus and taxis. Major highways feeding into the city include the Eastern Freeway[image: External link], Monash Freeway[image: External link] and West Gate Freeway[image: External link] (which spans the large West Gate Bridge[image: External link]), whilst other freeways circumnavigate the city or lead to other major cities, including CityLink[image: External link] (which spans the large Bolte Bridge[image: External link]), Eastlink[image: External link], the Western Ring Road[image: External link], Calder Freeway[image: External link], Tullamarine Freeway[image: External link] (main airport link) and the Hume Freeway[image: External link] which links Melbourne and Sydney.[203]

Melbourne has an integrated public transport system based around extensive train, tram, bus and taxi systems. Flinders Street Station[image: External link] was the world's busiest passenger station in 1927 and Melbourne's tram network overtook Sydney's to become the world's largest in the 1940s, at which time 25% of travellers used public transport but by 2003 it had declined to just 7.6%.[204] The public transport system was privatised in 1999, symbolising the peak of the decline.[205] Despite privatisation and successive governments persisting with auto-centric urban development into the 21st century,[206] there have since been large increases in public transport patronage, with the mode share for commuters increasing to 14.8% and 8.4% of all trips.[207] A target of 20% public transport mode share for Melbourne by 2020 was set by the state government in 2006.[208] Since 2006 public transport patronage has grown by over 20%.[208]

The Melbourne rail network[image: External link] has its origins in privately built lines from the 1850s gold rush era, and today the suburban network consists of 209 suburban stations[image: External link] on 16 lines which radiate from the City Loop[image: External link], a partially underground metro section of the network beneath the Central Business District (Hoddle Grid). Flinders Street Station[image: External link] is Melbourne's busiest railway station, and was the world's busiest passenger station in 1926. It remains a prominent Melbourne landmark and meeting place.[136] The city has rail connections with regional Victorian cities, as well as direct interstate rail services to Sydney and Adelaide[image: External link] and beyond which depart from Melbourne's other major rail terminus, Southern Cross Station[image: External link] in Spencer Street. In the 2013–2014 financial year, the Melbourne rail network recorded 232.0 million passenger trips, the highest in its history.[209] Many rail lines, along with dedicated lines and rail yards[image: External link] are also used for freight. The Overland to Adelaide departs Southern Cross twice a week, while the XPT to Sydney departs twice a day.

Melbourne has the largest tram network[image: External link] in the world[25][211] which had its origins in the city's 1880s land boom. In 2013–2014, 176.9 million passenger trips were made by tram.[209] Melbourne's is Australia's only tram network to comprise more than a single line and consists of 250 km (155.3 mi) of track, 487 trams, 25 routes[image: External link], and 1,763 tram stops[image: External link].[212] Around 80 per cent of Melbourne's tram network shares road space with other vehicles, while the rest of the network is separated or are light rail[image: External link] routes.[212] Melbourne's trams are recognised as iconic cultural assets and a tourist attraction. Heritage trams[image: External link] operate on the free City Circle route[image: External link], intended for visitors to Melbourne, and heritage restaurant trams[image: External link] travel through the city and surrounding areas during the evening.[213] Melbourne is currently building 50 new E Class trams with some already in service in 2014. The E Class trams are about 30 metres long and are superior to the C2 class tram of similar length. Melbourne's bus[image: External link] network consists of almost 300 routes[image: External link] which mainly service the outer suburbs and fill the gaps in the network between rail and tram services.[213][214] 127.6 million passenger trips were recorded on Melbourne's buses in 2013–2014, an increase of 10.2 percent on the previous year.[209]

Ship transport is an important component of Melbourne's transport system. The Port of Melbourne[image: External link] is Australia's largest container and general cargo port and also its busiest. The port handled two million shipping containers in a 12-month period during 2007, making it one of the top five ports in the Southern Hemisphere.[148] Station Pier[image: External link] on Port Phillip Bay is the main passenger ship terminal with cruise ships[image: External link] and the Spirit of Tasmania[image: External link] ferries which cross Bass Strait[image: External link] to Tasmania[image: External link] docking there.[215] Ferries and water taxis run from berths[image: External link] along the Yarra River as far upstream as South Yarra and across Port Phillip Bay.

Melbourne has four airports[image: External link]. Melbourne Airport[image: External link], at Tullamarine[image: External link], is the city's main international and domestic gateway and second busiest in Australia. The airport is home base for passenger airlines Jetstar Airways[image: External link] and Tiger Airways Australia[image: External link] and cargo airlines Australian air Express[image: External link] and Toll Priority[image: External link]; and is a major hub for Qantas[image: External link] and Virgin Australia[image: External link]. Avalon Airport[image: External link], located between Melbourne and Geelong[image: External link], is a secondary hub of Jetstar. It is also used as a freight and maintenance facility. Buses and taxis are the only forms of public transport to and from the city's main airports. Air Ambulance facilities are available for domestic and international transportation of patients.[216] Melbourne also has a significant general aviation[image: External link] airport, Moorabbin Airport[image: External link] in the city's south east that also handles a small number of passenger flights. Essendon Airport[image: External link], which was once the city's main airport also handles passenger flights, general aviation and some cargo flights.[217]

The city also has a bicycle sharing system[image: External link]. It was established in 2010[218] and uses a network of marked road lanes and segregated cycle facilities[image: External link].
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Main article: Energy in Victoria (Australia)[image: External link]


Water storage and supply for Melbourne is managed by Melbourne Water[image: External link], which is owned by the Victorian Government. The organisation is also responsible for management of sewerage and the major water catchments in the region as well as the Wonthaggi desalination plant[image: External link] and North–South Pipeline[image: External link]. Water is stored in a series of reservoirs located within and outside the Greater Melbourne area. The largest dam, the Thomson River Dam[image: External link], located in the Victorian Alps, is capable of holding around 60% of Melbourne's water capacity,[219] while smaller dams such as the Upper Yarra Dam[image: External link], Yan Yean Reservoir[image: External link], and the Cardinia Reservoir[image: External link] carry secondary supplies.

Gas is provided by three distribution companies:


	
AusNet Services[image: External link], which provides gas from Melbourne's inner western suburbs to southwestern Victoria.

	
Multinet Gas[image: External link], which provides gas from Melbourne's inner eastern suburbs to eastern Victoria. (owned by SP AusNet after acquisition, but continuing to trade under the brand name Multinet Gas)


	
Australian Gas Networks[image: External link], which provides gas from Melbourne's inner northern suburbs to northern Victoria, as well as the majority of southeastern Victoria.



Electricity is provided by five distribution companies:


	
Citipower[image: External link], which provides power to Melbourne's CBD, and some inner suburbs

	
Powercor[image: External link], which provides power to the outer western suburbs, as well as all of western Victoria (Citipower and Powercor are owned by the same entity)


	
Jemena[image: External link], which provides power to the northern and inner western suburbs

	
United Energy[image: External link], which provides power to the inner eastern and southeastern suburbs, and the Mornington Peninsula[image: External link]


	
AusNet Services[image: External link], which provides power to the outer eastern suburbs and all of the north and east of Victoria.



Numerous telecommunications companies provide Melbourne with terrestrial and mobile telecommunications services and wireless internet services and at least since 2016 Melbourne offers a free public WiFi which allows for up to 250 MB per device in some areas of the city.
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Main article: Crime in Melbourne[image: External link]


Although Melbourne's crime rate dropped 6.3% in 2014, it still has Victoria's worst crime rate with over 26,000 offences per 100,000 people.[220]
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Melbourne has six international sister cities.[221] According to the City of Melbourne council, "the city as a whole has been nourished by their influence, which extends from educational, cultural and sporting exchanges to unparalleled business networking opportunities."[222][223][224] The recognised cities are:




	

	
Osaka[image: External link], Japan (1978)

	
Tianjin[image: External link], China (1980)

	
Thessaloniki[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts, USA (1985)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1989)

	
Milan[image: External link], Italy (2003)
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Melway[image: External link] (the native street directory and general information source in Melbourne)
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	List of Melbourne suburbs[image: External link]

	List of museums in Melbourne[image: External link]

	List of people from Melbourne[image: External link]

	List of songs about Melbourne[image: External link]

	Local government in Victoria[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b "3218.0 – Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2014–15: ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION, States and Territories – Greater Capital City Statistical Areas (GCCSAs)"[image: External link]. Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link]. 30 March 2016. Retrieved 6 October 2016. ERP at 30 June 2015.


	
^ "3218.0 - Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2014-15: Population Estimates by Statistical Area Level 2, 2005 to 2015: Table 2 Victoria"[image: External link]. Australian Bureau of Statistics. Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link]. Retrieved 5 October 2016.


	
^ a b "Greater Melbourne: Basic Community Profile"[image: External link] (xls). 2011 Census Community Profiles. Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link]. 28 March 2013. Retrieved 9 April 2014.


	
^ "Great Circle Distance between MELBOURNE and CANBERRA"[image: External link]. Geoscience Australia. March 2004.


	
^ "Great Circle Distance between MELBOURNE and ADELAIDE"[image: External link]. Geoscience Australia. March 2004.


	
^ "Great Circle Distance between MELBOURNE and SYDNEY"[image: External link]. Geoscience Australia. March 2004.


	
^ "Great Circle Distance between MELBOURNE and BRISBANE"[image: External link]. Geoscience Australia. March 2004.


	
^ "Great Circle Distance between MELBOURNE and PERTH"[image: External link]. Geoscience Australia. March 2004.


	
^ Butler, S., ed. (2013). "Melbourne"[image: External link]. Macquarie Dictionary[image: External link] (6th ed.). Sydney: Macmillan Publishers Group Australia 2015. 1952 pages. ISBN[image: External link]  978-18-7642-966-9[image: External link].


	
^ "Melbourne"[image: External link]. Oxford Dictionaries. Oxford University Press[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 February 2016.


	
^ Narrow phonetic transcription of the local pronunciation:   [ˈmæɫbn̩][image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link]), [ˈmɛɫ-], [-bən].


	
^ "Victorian Local Government Directory"[image: External link] (PDF). Department of Planning and Community Development, Government of Victoria[image: External link]. p. 11. Retrieved 11 September 2009.


	
^ The use of the term Melburnian can be traced back to 1876 where the case for Melburnian over Melbournian was made in the Melbourne Grammar School[image: External link] publication, the Melburnian. "The diphthong, 'ou' is not a Latin diphthong: hence, we argued this way,Melburnia would be [the] Latin form of name, and from it comes Melburnian." See Oxford English Dictionary Additions Series, iii, s.v. " Melburnian[image: External link]".


	
^ Macquarie Dictionary, Fourth Edition[image: External link] (2005) Or less commonly Melbournites. Melbourne, The Macquarie Library Pty Ltd. ISBN 1-876429-14-3[image: External link]


	
^ a b c "History of the City of Melbourne"[image: External link] (PDF). City of Melbourne. pp. 8–10. Retrieved 11 September 2009.


	
^ a b c Lewis, Miles (1995). Melbourne: the city's history and development (2nd ed.). Melbourne: City of Melbourne. p. 25. ISBN[image: External link]  0-949624-71-3[image: External link].


	
^ a b Cervero, Robert B. (1998). The Transit Metropolis: A Global Inquiry. Chicago: Island Press. p. 320. ISBN[image: External link]  1-55963-591-6[image: External link].


	
^ "Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act"[image: External link] (PDF). Department of the Attorney-General, Government of Australia[image: External link]. p. 45 (Section 125). Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 11 March 2010. Retrieved 11 September 2009.


	
^ Langmaid, Aaron (28 April 2010). We're sport's champion city again[image: External link]. Herald Sun. News Limited. Retrieved 29 December 2013.


	
^ {http://www.sbs.com.au/yourlanguage/italian/en/article/2016/08/30/happy-birthday-melbourne-181-and-still-kicking}[image: External link]


	
^ The Global Financial Centres Index 14 (September 2013)[image: External link]. Y/Zen Group. p 15. Retrieved 4 December 2013.


	
^ 2012 Global Cities Index and Emerging Cities Outlook[image: External link]. A.T. Kearney. p 2. Retrieved 29 December 2013.


	
^ Westwood, Matthew (26 November 2013). The Cultural Capital's Perfect 10[image: External link]. The Australian. News Limited. Retrieved 28 December 2013.


	
^ "Government outlines vision for Port of Melbourne Freight Hub"[image: External link] (Press release). 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 8 July 2012. Retrieved 26 July 2007.


	
^ a b "Investing in Transport Chapter 3 – East/West, Section 3.1.2 – Tram Network"[image: External link] (PDF). Department of Transport, Government of Victoria[image: External link]. Retrieved 21 November 2009.


	
^ Gary Presland, The First Residents of Melbourne's Western Region, (revised edition), Harriland Press, 1997. ISBN 0-646-33150-7[image: External link]. Presland says on page 1: "There is some evidence to show that people were living in the Maribyrnong River[image: External link] valley, near present day Keilor[image: External link], about 40,000 years ago."


	
^ a b [1][image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 8 September 2008 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Gary Presland, Aboriginal Melbourne: The Lost Land of the Kulin People, Harriland Press (1985), Second edition 1994, ISBN 0-9577004-2-3[image: External link]. This book describes in some detail the archaeological evidence regarding aboriginal life, culture, food gathering and land management, particularly the period from the flooding of Bass Strait and Port Phillip from about 7–10,000 years ago, up to the European colonisation in the nineteenth century.


	
^ a b c "Foundation of the Settlement"[image: External link]. History of the City of Melbourne. City of Melbourne. 1997. Retrieved 13 July 2010.


	
^ a b Isabel Ellender and Peter Christiansen, People of the Merri Merri. The Wurundjeri in Colonial Days, Merri Creek Management Committee, 2001 ISBN 0-9577728-0-7[image: External link]


	
^ Button, James (4 October 2003). "Secrets of a forgotten settlement"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne: Fairfax. Retrieved 19 October 2008.


	
^ Annear, Robyn (2005). Bearbrass: Imagining Early Melbourne. Melbourne, Victoria: Black Inc. p. 6. ISBN[image: External link]  1863953973[image: External link].


	
^ "Roads"[image: External link]. City of Melbourne. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 20 February 2011. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ Premier Postal History. "Post Office List"[image: External link]. Retrieved 11 April 2008.


	
^ James Boyce, 1835: The Founding of Melbourne and the Conquest of Australia, Black Inc, 2011, page 151 citing Richard Broome, "Victoria" in McGrath (ed.), Contested Ground: 129


	
^ James Boyce, 1835: The Founding of Melbourne and the Conquest of Australia, Black Inc, 2011, p.186


	
^ James Boyce, 1835: The Founding of Melbourne and the Conquest of Australia, Black Inc, 2011, p.199


	
^ James Boyce, 1835: The Founding of Melbourne and the Conquest of Australia, Black Inc, 2011, page 163


	
^ Separation[image: External link], EMelbourne-Encyclopedia of Melbourne, accessed 7 July 2015


	
^ Victorian Cultural Collaboration. "Gold"[image: External link]. Special Broadcasting Service. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 24 July 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "The Snowy Mountains Scheme and Multicultural Australia"[image: External link]. ATSE. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 6 January 2010. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ "Welcome to Chinatown"[image: External link]. Chinatown Melbourne. Retrieved 11 December 2012.


	
^ Annear, Robyn (1999). Nothing But Gold. Text.


	
^ "Media Business Communication time line since 1861"[image: External link]. Caslon. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 29 August 2008. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ "The Story of Melbourne"[image: External link]. Argus. Melbourne, Australia: National Library of Australia. 9 September 1926. p. 8 Supplement: An Historic Souvenir. Retrieved 24 January 2012.


	
^ Button, James (10 January 2004). "He came, he saw, he marvelled"[image: External link]. The Age. Fairfax. Retrieved 7 July 2012.


	
^ a b c d Cannon, Michael (1966). The Land Boomers. Melbourne University Press; Cambridge University Press.


	
^ "Marvellous Melbourne – Introduction of the Hydraulic Lift"[image: External link]. Museum Victoria. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Miles, Lewis (1995). Melbourne the city's history and development. City of Melbourne. p. 47.


	
^ Lambert, Tim. "A Brief History of Melbourne"[image: External link]. Local Histories. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ "Melbourne (Victoria) – growth of the city"[image: External link]. Encyclopædia Britannica. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ "Fast Facts on Melbourne History"[image: External link]. We Love Melbourne. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ Lewis, Miles (Melbourne the city's history and development) p. 113–114


	
^ "1961 – the Impact of Post-War Immigration"[image: External link]. Museum Victoria. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Ketchel, Misha (11 December 2012). "Boutique battle at Paris end of town"[image: External link]. Age. Fairfax.


	
^ The art of the forgotten people[image: External link] by Tom Wilson


	
^ Chadstone Shopping Centre, Wolfgang Sievers, 1960. State Library of Victoria collection[image: External link]


	
^ Judith Raphael Buckrich (1996) Melbourne's Grand Boulevard: the Story of St Kilda Road. Published State Library of Victoria


	
^ Logan, William (1985). The Gentrification of inner Melbourne: a political geography of inner city housing. Brisbane, Australia: University of Queensland Press. pp. 148–160. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7022-1729-8[image: External link].


	
^ Millar, Royce (7 November 2005). "Road to ... where?"[image: External link]. Age. Fairfax. Retrieved 11 December 2012.


	
^ Shepherd, Dick (4 February 1972). "Hotel men expected to press for Govt. aid"[image: External link]. Age. Fairfax. Retrieved 25 April 2011.


	
^ "Tell Melbourne it's over, we won"[image: External link]. Sydney Morning Herald. Fairfax. 31 December 2003. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Saward, Joe (1 February 1996). "Interview – Judith Griggs"[image: External link]. Grandprix. Inside F1. Retrieved 14 May 2010.


	
^ Lewis, Miles Melbourne the city's history and development p203,205–206


	
^ Marino, Melissa; Colebatch, Tim (24 March 2005). "Melbourne's population booms"[image: External link]. The Age. Australia. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Delivering Melbourne's newest sustainable communities"[image: External link]. Victoria Online. State of Victoria. 21 September 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 4 June 2010. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ The Age, 12 February 2010


	
^ Ormonde, Tom (14 November 2009). "Housing the bubble that no one dares burst"[image: External link]. Age. Melbourne. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Dowling, Jason (16 February 2008). "Rent crisis forces urgent action"[image: External link]. Age. Melbourne. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Russell, Mark (2 January 2006). "Life's a beach in Melbourne"[image: External link]. Sydney Morning Herald. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ a b c "Beach Report 2007–08"[image: External link] (PDF). EPA. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 1 October 2008. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ Tapper, Andrew; Tapper, Nigel (1996). Gray, Kathleen, ed. The weather and climate of Australia and New Zealand (First ed.). Melbourne, Australia: Oxford University Press. p. 300. ISBN[image: External link]  0-19-553393-3[image: External link].


	
^ Linacre, Edward; Geerts, Bart (1997). Climates and Weather Explained[image: External link]. London: Routledge. p. 379. ISBN[image: External link]  0-415-12519-7[image: External link].


	
^ a b "Melbourne Regional Office"[image: External link]. Climate statistics for Australian locations. Bureau of Meteorology[image: External link]. Retrieved 30 October 2016.


	
^ "Melbourne Regional Office"[image: External link]. Climate statistics for Australian locations. Bureau of Meteorology[image: External link]. Retrieved 9 November 2010.


	
^ "Welcome to Melbourne"[image: External link]. City of Melbourne. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 19 July 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Bureau of Meteorology – Climate Data Online"[image: External link]. Retrieved 6 January 2015.


	
^ "Monthly climate statistics"[image: External link]. Bureau of Meteorology. Retrieved 30 March 2012.


	
^ http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/96122/20090317-1643/www.bom.gov.au/lam/climate/levelthree/c20thc/temp4.html[image: External link]


	
^ https://www.seatemperature.org/australia-pacific/australia/melbourne.htm[image: External link]


	
^ https://www.seatemperature.org/australia-pacific/australia/port-melbourne.htm[image: External link]


	
^ "Sunshine hours for Melbourne Airport"[image: External link]. Bureau of Meteorology. Retrieved October 30, 2016.


	
^ "Melbourne's air quality measure"[image: External link]. epa.vic.gov.au. 21 November 2014. Retrieved 3 February 2015.


	
^ "Water Storages: Water Report"[image: External link]. Melbourne Water. 26 June 2009. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Rood, David (20 September 2007). "Desal plant to be public-private deal"[image: External link]. Age. Melbourne: Fairfax. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Victoria's desalination plant to take 33 extra years to pay off under Melbourne Water plan"[image: External link]. ABC. 17 July 2015. Retrieved 12 January 2017.


	
^ "Re-directing to Home Page"[image: External link]. Melbourne Water. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Riordan, Paul. "Glen Eira against green tide"[image: External link]. News. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 9 October 2009. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Cardew, R; Fanning, P; George, J (1998). Urban Footprints and Stormwater Management: A Council Survey. Australian Institute of Urban Studies. pp. 16–25.


	
^ "Target Species for Biological Control"[image: External link]. Australian Weeds Committee. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ Thompson, Jeremy (1 July 2002). "Scientists declare war on Indian mynah"[image: External link]. 7.30 Report. Australian Broadcasting Corporation. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Bradbury, Garth (7 September 2004). "Update on Pigeon Management Issue"[image: External link] (PDF). City of Melbourne. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 1 October 2008. Retrieved 22 October 2008.


	
^ "Victoria a Rat's Nest"[image: External link]. Herald Sun. News. 1 August 2009. Retrieved 7 July 2012.


	
^ Benson, Eugene (21 July 2009). "Rodent Rampage"[image: External link]. Fairfax. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ "The picnickers nightmare: European wasp"[image: External link]. CSIRO. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Marks, C.A. & Bloomfield, T.E. (1999) Distribution and density estimates for urban foxes (Vulpes vulpes) in Melbourne: implications for rabies control


	
^ "Fire and Biodiversity: The Effects and Effectiveness of Fire Management"[image: External link]. Australian Government — Department of environment. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2 August 2008. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ Murray, Robert; White, Kate; Kock, P (1995). State of Fire: A History of Volunteer Firefighting and the Country Fire Authority in Victoria. Hargreen. pp. 339 pages. ISBN[image: External link]  0-949905-63-1[image: External link].


	
^ "About Parks Victoria"[image: External link]. parkweb.vic.gov.au. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 25 July 2008. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ Wild Places of Greater Melbourne. R Taylor, 9780957747104, CSIRO Publishing, January 1999, 224pp, PB


	
^ a b Lucas, Clay; Millar, Royce (11 March 2008). "Victoria: the garden state or greenhouse capital?"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ CSIRO: Marine and atmospheric research. "Urban and regional air pollution"[image: External link]. CSIRO. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 23 February 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Garrett approves Port Phillip Bay dredging"[image: External link]. ABC News. Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 5 February 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Gardiner, Ashley (31 May 2008). "E coli running riot in Yarra River"[image: External link]. Herald Sun. Australia: News. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Australian Institute of Urban Studies and City of Melbourne. "AIUS Indicators"[image: External link]. Environmental indicators for Metropolitan Melbourne. Australian Institute of Urban Studies. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 13 November 2007. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Victoria's Litter reduction Strategy"[image: External link] (PDF). State Government of Victoria. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on 22 July 2008. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ "Transition decade launch"[image: External link]. Beyond Zero Emissions. 19 January 2010. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 12 February 2010. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Freeman-Greene, Suzy (10 August 2005). "Melbourne's love affair with lanes"[image: External link]. The Age. Australia. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Essential but unplanned : the story of Melbourne's lanes. Weston Bate. City of Melbourne : State Library of Victoria, 1994


	
^ "Eureka Tower"[image: External link]. Eureka Tower Official. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 18 July 2008. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ Dobbin, Marika (8 October 2009). "End in view for Rialto's top deck"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 16 January 2010. Retrieved 8 February 2010.


	
^ a b "Walking Melbourne, Heritage, Architecture, Skyscraper and Buildings Database"[image: External link]. Walking Melbourne. Retrieved 28 September 2008.


	
^ "Melbourne Architecture"[image: External link]. Melbourne Travel Guide. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 15 September 2008. Retrieved 28 September 2008.


	
^ "Glen Iris still the heart of city's sprawl"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. 5 August 2002. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Victoria"[image: External link]. wilmap.com.au. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ a b "Victoria Australia, aka "The Garden State" "[image: External link]. goway.com. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ "City of Melbourne — Parks and Gardens"[image: External link]. City of Melbourne. Retrieved 28 September 2008.


	
^ "Melbourne's Best Gardens"[image: External link]. weekendnotes.com. Retrieved 20 February 2015.


	
^ "Vicnet Directory — Local Government"[image: External link]. Vicnet. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 28 September 2008. Retrieved 29 September 2008.


	
^ "Metropolitan Melbourne – Live in Victoria"[image: External link]. Liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au. 12 August 2009. Retrieved 21 June 2010.


	
^ Wilson, Andrew (17 April 2011). "City shortage pushes up rents"[image: External link]. Domain. Fairfax. Retrieved 7 July 2012.


	
^ "rental pressure cooker"[image: External link]. The Age. Australia: Fairfax. 3 April 2010.


	
^ "Melbourne housing now 'severely unaffordable' "[image: External link]. The Age. Australia: Fairfax. 24 January 2011.


	
^ Project Database | Urban Melbourne[image: External link]


	
^ "World's most livable city in 2015 is..."[image: External link]. CNN. International. 18 August 2015. Retrieved 18 August 2015.


	
^ "International visitation"[image: External link]. Tourism Victoria Corporate Website. State Government of Victoria, Australia. March 2014. Retrieved 21 August 2014.


	
^ "Cities of Literature"[image: External link]. cityofliterature.com. Retrieved 20 February 2015.


	
^ Allen, Jessica. The World's Best Cities for Viewing Street Art[image: External link], International Business Times (2010). Retrieved 16 October 2010.[dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ Topsfield, Jewel. Brumby slams Tourism Victoria over graffiti promotion[image: External link], The Age (2008). Retrieved 16 October 2010.


	
^ "Southbank Theatre"[image: External link]. Melbourne Theatre Company. Melbourne Theatre Company. 2014. Retrieved 9 November 2014.


	
^ a b More Australian than Aristotelian: The Australian Bushranger Film, 1904–1914. By William Routt[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 24 December 2010 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Docklands Studios Melbourne Credits[image: External link]


	
^ "Melbourne confirmed as live music capital"[image: External link]. ABC News. 25 March 2013. Retrieved 28 September 2013.


	
^ Paul Cashmere (21 March 2013). "Melbourne Claims Live Music Capital Of Australia Title"[image: External link]. Noise11. Noise11. Retrieved 28 September 2013.


	
^ Peter Fischer and Susan Marsden, Vintage Melbourne: beautiful buildings from Melbourne city centre, East Street Publications, Bowden South Australia 2007


	
^ a b Melbourne and scenes in Victoria 1925–1926 from Victorian Government Railways[image: External link] From the National Library of Australia


	
^ "Walking Melbourne"[image: External link]. Retrieved 9 January 2012.


	
^ "Emporis Skyline Ranking"[image: External link]. Emporis Corporation. All rights reserved. Retrieved 2 December 2012.


	
^ "100 Tallest Residential Buildings in the World"[image: External link]. Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 10 December 2012. Retrieved 3 May 2012.


	
^ "1956 Melbourne"[image: External link]. athletesedge.info. Retrieved 2 May 2013.


	
^ "Melbourne victorious again"[image: External link]. Herald Sun. News. 1 April 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Strong, Geoff (5 March 2008). "Australian sports museum opens at MCG"[image: External link]. Age. Melbourne: Fairfax. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Smith, Patrick (1 August 2008). "AFL blueprint for third stadium"[image: External link]. Australian. News. Retrieved 22 October 2008.


	
^ "Melbourne Storm: The Beginning"[image: External link]. Melbourne Storm. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 14 July 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Reilly, Tom (18 January 2009). "City looks to make fresh tilt at Olympics"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne: Fairfax. Retrieved 19 April 2010.


	
^ "Crown casino records profit growth, up 130%"[image: External link]. Business Day. 26 August 2010. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 7 March 2012. Retrieved 10 June 2012.


	
^ BRW 1000[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 29 August 2007 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ a b "Port of Melbourne Sets Shipping Record"[image: External link]. Bernama. 13 June 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 29 September 2007. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Growth of Australia's largest port essential"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. 18 December 2004. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ http://planmelbourne.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/294809/057-Melbourne-Airport-Part-F.pdf[image: External link]


	
^ "Worldwide Centers of Commerce Index"[image: External link] (PDF). 2008. Retrieved 10 October 2008.


	
^ Matt Wade (8 February 2014). "Sydney takes manufacturing capital crown from Melbourne"[image: External link]. The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved 30 March 2014.


	
^ "Business Victoria – Manufacturing"[image: External link]. State of Victoria, Australia. 26 May 2008. Retrieved 22 October 2008.


	
^ "Myer pins hopes on midyear sale as revenue slides"[image: External link]. Sydney Morning Herald. 24 May 2012. Retrieved 23 March 2015.


	
^ "Invest Victoria – Biotechnology and Life Sciences"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 5 July 2013.


	
^ Minister for Tourism (21 July 2004). "Media Release: Melbourne Airport passenger figures strongest on record"[image: External link]. Department of Premier and Cabinet. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2 May 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Stafford, Annabel (19 May 2008). "Now Sydney loses its tourism ascendancy"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ [2][image: External link][dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ Kleinman, Rachel (1 May 2006). "Councillors furious about convention centre deal"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne.


	
^ "What are the most expensive cities to live in?"[image: External link]. Retrieved 16 February 2014.


	
^ "Victoria's Top 20 Attractions"[image: External link]. Only Melbourne. 27 September 2013. Retrieved 30 March 2014.


	
^ ABC http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-18/melbourne-ranked-worlds-most-liveable-city-for-sixth-year/7761642[image: External link].


	
^ "2011 Census QuickStats: People — demographics & education"[image: External link]. Censusdata.abs.gov.au. Retrieved 30 March 2014.


	
^ http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/50242959.pdf[image: External link]


	
^ Melbourne's multicultural history[image: External link], City of Melbourne. Retrieved 14 November 2010.


	
^ "Where do migrants live?"[image: External link]. Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link]. Retrieved 27 June 2014.


	
^ a b "QuickStats: Melbourne (Statistical Division)"[image: External link]. 2006 Census. Commonwealth of Australia. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ O'Leary, John. "Resurgence of Marvellous Melbourne"[image: External link] (PDF). People and Place. Monash University. 7, 1: 38.


	
^ "Growth pains on the city's fringe"[image: External link]. The Age. 1 August 2012. Retrieved 24 August 2012.


	
^ staff writers (27 April 2010). "Business – Melbourne will be Australia's biggest city by 2037"[image: External link]. News.com.au. Retrieved 30 March 2014.


	
^ "Population Projections, Australia, 2006 to 2101"[image: External link]. Australian Bureau of Statistics. Retrieved 4 September 2008.


	
^ "Melbourne to overtake Sydney by 2040"[image: External link]. abc.net.au. 23 May 2013. Retrieved 30 March 2014.


	
^ "Melbourne 2030 – in summary"[image: External link]. Victorian Government, Department of Sustainability and Environment. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 7 September 2008. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ "City of Melbourne: Strategic Planning — Postcode 3000"[image: External link]. City of Melbourne. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 12 September 2008. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ "Population Density"[image: External link]. Australian Bureau of Statistics. ABS. Retrieved 2 February 2015.


	
^ "School Ranking"[image: External link]. www.bettereducation.com.au. Retrieved 14 March 2015.


	
^ "World's top university cities revealed"[image: External link]. RMIT News. RMIT University. 30 May 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 19 July 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "WEHI: Our research partners"[image: External link]. Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research. University of Melbourne. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 27 September 2011. Retrieved 13 July 2011.


	
^ "World University Rankings"[image: External link]. Times Higher Education (THE). 2016-08-17. Retrieved 2017-01-05.


	
^ "Group of Eight Australia"[image: External link]. go8.edu.au. Retrieved 20 February 2015.


	
^ QS Rankings by subject 2013[image: External link]


	
^ "University of Melbourne's international student offers rise as its demand leaps"[image: External link]. Uni News. University of Melbourne. 12 January 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 30 July 2008. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Department of Education and Early Childhood Development: About Us[image: External link] Accessed: 2 May 2010


	
^ "Victoria Members – Community Broadcasting Association of Australia"[image: External link]. CBAA. Retrieved 28 August 2010.


	
^ "Victorian Architectural Period — Melbourne"[image: External link]. walkingmelbourne.com. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ 2011 Census QuickStats Greater Melbourne, Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link]


	
^ Religion – Greater Melbourne[image: External link]


	
^ Islam – Entry – eMelbourne – The Encyclopedia of Melbourne Online, 25 February 2010[image: External link]


	
^ Freiberg, Freda (2001). "Judith Berman, Holocaust Remembrance in Australian Jewish Communities, 1945–2000"[image: External link]. UWA Press. Retrieved 22 October 2008.


	
^ "The Kadimah & Yiddish Melbourne in the 20th Century"[image: External link]. Jewish Cultural Centre and National Library: "Kadima". Retrieved 9 January 2007.


	
^ "Jewish Community of Melbourne, Australia"[image: External link]. Beth Hatefutsoth — The Nahum Goldmann Museum of the Jewish Diaspora. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 23 July 2008. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ "News"[image: External link]. The Australian Jewish News. Retrieved 28 August 2010.


	
^ Dunstan, David (12 November 2004). "The evolution of 'Clown Hall' "[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. Retrieved 8 November 2010.


	
^ Local Government Act 1989[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 8 November 2006 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ "City Mayors: Best cities in the world"[image: External link]. www.citymayors.com. Retrieved 27 July 2015.


	
^ Melbourne public hospitals and Metropolitan Health Services[image: External link] Victorian Department of Health


	
^ "Victorian Government Health Information Web site"[image: External link]. health services, Victoria. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ Sunshine Coast and WA Country and Perth Women among Longest Life Expectancy in the World[image: External link], Department of Health and Ageing[image: External link]. Retrieved 15 October 2010. Archived[image: External link] 7 January 2011 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ a b Most Liveable and Best Connected?[image: External link] The Economic Benefits of Investing in Public Transport in Melbourne, by Jan Scheurer, Jeff Kenworthy, and Peter Newman[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 27 August 2006 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ "Still addicted to cars"[image: External link]. Herald Sun. Australia. 10 October 2007. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "The cars that ate Melbourne"[image: External link]. The Age. Australia. 14 February 2004. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Australian Social Trends"[image: External link]. abs.gov.au. Retrieved 29 May 2015.


	
^ "Victoria's Road Network"[image: External link]. VicRoads. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 7 September 2008. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ Silkstone, Dan (5 November 2005). "Trial by public transport: why the system is failing"[image: External link]. The Age. Australia: Fairfax/Melbourne Buses. Retrieved 28 August 2010.


	
^ Birnbauer, William (9 April 2006). "$1.2bn sting in the rail"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Gray, Darren (8 September 2003). "Bid to end traffic chaos"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne: Fairfax. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ Parliament of Australia:Senate:Committees:Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee:Investment of Commonwealth and State funds in public passenger transport infrastru...[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 6 October 2009 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ a b Tomazin, Farrah (14 January 2008). "Public transport makes inroads, but not beyond the fringe"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne: Fairfax. Retrieved 8 October 2010.


	
^ a b c "PTV Annual Report 2013-2014"[image: External link] (PDF). Public Transport Victoria[image: External link]. 11 September 2014. Retrieved 8 November 2015.


	
^ "Facts & Figures"[image: External link]. Yarra Trams[image: External link]. Retrieved 4 March 2013.


	
^ "Melbourne's Tram History"[image: External link]. railpage.org.au. Retrieved 28 September 2008.


	
^ a b "Facts & Figures"[image: External link]. Yarra Trams[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 November 2015.


	
^ a b "Metlink — Your guide to public transport in Melbourne and Victoria"[image: External link]. Metlink-Melbourne. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ "Melbourne Buses"[image: External link]. getting-around-melbourne.com.au. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ "Spirit of Tasmania — One of Australia's great journeys"[image: External link]. TT-Line Company Pty Ltd. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ http://www.vibha.info[image: External link] Air ambulance australia


	
^ "Essendon Airport"[image: External link]. Essendon Airport Pty Ltd. Retrieved 5 October 2008.


	
^ Lucas, Clay (1 June 2010). "Share scheme out of the blocks for city cyclists"[image: External link]. Age. Fairfax. Retrieved 20 May 2012.


	
^ "Dam Water Storage Levels"[image: External link]. Melbourne Water. Retrieved 18 July 2008.


	
^ "Crime Statistics Agency data shows crime rate has risen in Victoria"[image: External link]. The Herald Sun Newspaper Online.


	
^ "International connections"[image: External link]. City of Melbourne. Retrieved 29 July 2016.


	
^ "City of Melbourne — International relations — Sister cities"[image: External link]. City of Melbourne. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 26 September 2008. Retrieved 4 April 2008.


	
^ "Melbourne and Boston: Sister Cities Association"[image: External link]. Melbourne-Boston.org. Retrieved 18 February 2015.


	
^ "The World Today – Melbourne makes Milan sister city"[image: External link]. ABC Australia[image: External link]. 22 July 2003. Retrieved 18 February 2015.














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	Bell, Agnes Paton (1965). Melbourne: John Batman's Village. Melbourne, Vic: Cassell Australia.

	Boldrewood, Rolf (1896). Old Melbourne Memories. Macmillan and Co.

	Borthwick, John Stephen; McGonigal, David (1990). Insight Guide: Melbourne. Prentice Hall Travel. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-13-467713-2[image: External link].

	Briggs, John Joseph (1852). The History of Melbourne, in the County of Derby: Including Biographical Notices of the Coke, Melbourne, and Hardinge Families. Bemrose & Son.

	Brown-May, Andrew; Swain, Shurlee (2005). The Encyclopedia of Melbourne. Melbourne, Vic: Cambridge University Press.

	Carroll, Brian (1972). Melbourne: An Illustrated History. Lansdowne. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7018-0195-3[image: External link].

	Cecil, David (1954). Melbourne[image: External link]. Grosset's universal library. Bobbs-Merrill. LCCN  54009486[image: External link].

	Collins, Jock; Mondello, Letizia; Breheney, John; Childs, Tim (1990). Cosmopolitan Melbourne. Explore the world in one city. Rhodes, New South Wales: Big Box Publishing. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-9579624-0-8[image: External link].

	Coote, Maree (2003). The Melbourne Book: A History of Now (2009 ed.). Melbournestyle Books. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-9757047-4-5[image: External link].

	Jim Davidson, ed. (1986). The Sydney-Melbourne Book. North Sydney, New South Wales: Allen and Unwin. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-86861-819-7[image: External link].

	Lewis, Miles Bannatyne; Goad, Philip; Mayne, Alan (1994). Melbourne: The City's History and Development (2nd ed.). City of Melbourne. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-949624-71-0[image: External link].

	McClymont, David; Armstrong, Mark (2000). Lonely Planet Melbourne[image: External link]. Lonely Planet. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-86450-124-7[image: External link].

	Newnham, William Henry (1956). Melbourne: The Biography of a City[image: External link]. F. W. Cheshire. LCCN  57032585[image: External link].

	O'Hanlon, Seamus; Luckins, Tanja (eds) (2005). Go! Melbourne. Melbourne in the Sixties. Beaconsfield, Victoria: Melbourne Publishing Group. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-9757802-0-6[image: External link].

	Priestley, Susan (1995). South Melbourne: A History. Melbourne University Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-522-84664-5[image: External link].

	Deborah Tout-Smith, ed. (2009). Melbourne: A city of stories. Museum Victoria. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-9803813-7-5[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





Find more aboutMelbourneat Wikipedia's sister projects[image: External link]



	Definitions[image: External link] from Wiktionary

	Media[image: External link] from Commons

	News[image: External link] from Wikinews

	Quotations[image: External link] from Wikiquote

	Texts[image: External link] from Wikisource

	Textbooks[image: External link] from Wikibooks

	Travel guide[image: External link] from Wikivoyage

	Learning resources[image: External link] from Wikiversity

	Data[image: External link] from Wikidata






	City of Melbourne official website[image: External link]

	Official tourist board site of Melbourne[image: External link]

	Official Tourism Board Melbourne Page - Tourism Australia[image: External link]

	Population Projections for Melbourne[image: External link]

	Melbourne Weather: Current conditions and historical data[image: External link]

	Melbourne Best Restaurants List[image: External link]

	
21579127[image: External link] Melbourne on OpenStreetMap[image: External link]






Categories[image: External link]:

	Landmarks in Melbourne[image: External link]

	Melbourne[image: External link]

	Australian capital cities[image: External link]

	Cities in Victoria (Australia)[image: External link]

	Coastal cities in Australia[image: External link]

	Former national capitals[image: External link]

	Metropolitan areas of Australia[image: External link]

	Port cities in Australia[image: External link]

	Regions of Victoria (Australia)[image: External link]

	Populated places established in 1835[image: External link]

	1835 establishments in Australia[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 13 June 2017, at 05:36.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Melbourne: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Melbourne [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Government

	3 Demographics

	4 Education

	5 Economy

	6 Geology and geography

	7 Transport

	8 Utilities

	9 Sport

	10 See also

	11 Notes

	12 References

	13 Further reading

	14 External links





Victoria (Australia)






Victoria (abbreviated as Vic) is a state[image: External link] in southeastern Australia[image: External link]. Victoria is Australia's most densely-populated state and its second-most populous state overall. Most of its population lives concentrated in the area surrounding Port Phillip Bay[image: External link], which includes the metropolitan area of its state capital and largest city, Melbourne, Australia's second-largest city. Geographically the smallest state on the Australian mainland, Victoria is bordered by Bass Strait[image: External link] and Tasmania[image: External link] to the south,[note 1] New South Wales[image: External link] to the north, the Tasman Sea[image: External link] to the east, and South Australia[image: External link] to the west.

Prior to British European settlement[image: External link], a large[ quantify[image: External link]] number of Aboriginal peoples[image: External link], collectively known[by whom?[image: External link]] as the Koori[image: External link], lived in the area now constituting Victoria. With Great Britain[image: External link] having claimed the entire Australian continent[image: External link] east of the 135th meridian east[image: External link] in 1788, Victoria formed part of the wider colony of New South Wales. The first European settlement in the area occurred in 1803 at Sullivan Bay[image: External link], and much of what is now Victoria was included in 1836 in the Port Phillip District[image: External link], an administrative division of New South Wales[image: External link]. Named in honour of Queen Victoria[image: External link] who signed the division's separation from New South Wales[image: External link], the colony was officially established in 1851 and achieved self-government[image: External link] in 1855.[6] The Victorian gold rush[image: External link] in the 1850s and 1860s significantly increased both the population and wealth of the colony, and by the time of the Federation of Australia[image: External link] in 1901, Melbourne had become the largest city and leading financial centre in Australasia[image: External link]. Melbourne served as federal capital of Australia until the construction of Canberra[image: External link] in 1927, with the Federal Parliament[image: External link] meeting in Melbourne's Parliament House[image: External link] and all principal offices of the federal government being based in Melbourne.

Politically, Victoria has 37 seats in the Australian House of Representatives[image: External link] and 12 seats in the Australian Senate[image: External link]. At state level, the Parliament of Victoria[image: External link] consists of the Legislative Assembly[image: External link] (the lower house[image: External link]) and the Legislative Council[image: External link] (the upper house[image: External link]). As of 2017 the Labor Party[image: External link] governs in Victoria, with Daniel Andrews[image: External link] serving as Premier since 2014. The personal representative[image: External link] of the Queen of Australia[image: External link] in the state is the Governor of Victoria[image: External link], currently Linda Dessau[image: External link] (in office since 2015). Local government[image: External link] is concentrated in 79 municipal districts[image: External link], including 33 cities, although a number of unincorporated areas[image: External link] still exist, which the state administers directly.

The economy of Victoria is highly diversified: service sectors including financial and property services, health, education, wholesale, retail, hospitality and manufacturing constitute the majority of employment. Victoria's total gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) ranks second in Australia, although Victoria ranks fourth in terms of GSP per capita[image: External link] because of its limited mining activity. Culturally, Melbourne hosts a number of museums, art galleries and theatres and is also described[by whom?[image: External link]] as the "sporting capital of Australia". The Melbourne Cricket Ground[image: External link], home of the largest stadium in Australia, hosted the 1956 Summer Olympics[image: External link] and the 2006 Commonwealth Games[image: External link]. The ground is also considered[by whom?[image: External link]] the "spiritual home" of Australian cricket[image: External link] and Australian rules football, and hosts the grand final[image: External link] of the Australian Football League[image: External link] (AFL) each year, drawing crowds of approximately 100,000. Victoria has eight public universities[image: External link], with the oldest, the University of Melbourne[image: External link], dating from 1853.
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 History




Main article: History of Victoria[image: External link]


Victoria, like Queensland[image: External link], was named after Queen Victoria[image: External link], who had been on the British throne for 14 years when the colony was established in 1851.[7]

After the founding of the colony of New South Wales in 1788, Australia was divided into an eastern half named New South Wales and a western half named New Holland[image: External link], under the administration[image: External link] of the colonial government in Sydney. The first British settlement in the area later known as Victoria was established in October 1803 under Lieutenant-Governor David Collins[image: External link] at Sullivan Bay[image: External link] on Port Phillip[image: External link]. It consisted of 402 people (5 Government officials, 9 officers of marines, 2 drummers, and 39 privates, 5 soldiers' wives, and a child, 307 convicts, 17 convicts' wives, and 7 children).[8] They had been sent from England in HMS Calcutta[image: External link] under the command of Captain Daniel Woodriff[image: External link], principally out of fear that the French, who had been exploring the area, might establish their own settlement and thereby challenge British rights to the continent.

In the year 1826 Colonel Stewart, Captain S. Wright, and Lieutenant Burchell were sent in HMS  Fly[image: External link] (Captain Wetherall) and the brigs Dragon and Amity, took a number of convicts and a small force composed of detachments of the 3rd and 93rd regiments. The expedition landed at Settlement Point (now Corinella[image: External link]), on the eastern side of the bay, which was the headquarters until the abandonment of Western Port at the insistence of Governor Darling about twelve months afterwards.[9][10]

Victoria's next settlement was at Portland[image: External link], on the south west coast of what is now Victoria. Edward Henty[image: External link] settled Portland Bay in 1834.[11]

Melbourne was founded in 1835 by John Batman[image: External link], who set up a base in Indented Head[image: External link], and John Pascoe Fawkner[image: External link]. From settlement the region around Melbourne was known as the Port Phillip[image: External link] District, a separately administered part of New South Wales. Shortly after the site now known as Geelong was surveyed by Assistant Surveyor W. H. Smythe, three weeks after Melbourne. And in 1838 Geelong[image: External link] was officially declared a town, despite earlier white settlements dating back to 1826.
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 Creation of separate colony of Victoria




On 1 July 1851, writs were issued for the election of the first Victorian Legislative Council, and the absolute independence of Victoria from New South Wales was established proclaiming a new Colony of Victoria.[12] Days later, still in 1851 gold was discovered near Ballarat[image: External link], and subsequently at Bendigo[image: External link]. Later discoveries occurred at many sites across Victoria. This triggered one of the largest gold rushes[image: External link] the world has ever seen. The colony grew rapidly in both population and economic power. In ten years the population of Victoria increased sevenfold from 76,000 to 540,000. All sorts of gold records were produced including the "richest shallow alluvial goldfield in the world" and the largest gold nugget[image: External link]. Victoria produced in the decade 1851–1860 20 million ounces of gold, one third of the world's output[citation needed[image: External link]].

Immigrants arrived from all over the world to search for gold, especially from Ireland[image: External link] and China[image: External link]. Many Chinese miners worked in Victoria, and their legacy is particularly strong in Bendigo and its environs. Although there was some racism directed at them, there was not the level of anti-Chinese violence that was seen at the Lambing Flat riots[image: External link] in New South Wales[image: External link]. However, there was a riot at Buckland Valley[image: External link] near Bright[image: External link] in 1857. Conditions on the gold fields were cramped and unsanitary; an outbreak of typhoid at Buckland Valley in 1854 killed over 1,000 miners.

In 1854 at Ballarat there was an armed rebellion against the government of Victoria by miners protesting against mining taxes[image: External link] (the "Eureka Stockade[image: External link]"). This was crushed by British troops, but the discontents prompted colonial authorities to reform the administration (particularly reducing the hated mining licence fees) and extend the franchise. Within a short time, the Imperial Parliament granted Victoria responsible government with the passage of the Colony of Victoria Act 1855. Some of the leaders of the Eureka rebellion went on to become members of the Victorian Parliament.

The first foreign military action by the colony of Victoria was to send troops and a warship to New Zealand[image: External link] as part of the Māori Wars[image: External link]. Troops from New South Wales had previously participated in the Crimean War[image: External link].

In 1901 Victoria became a state in the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link]. As a result of the gold rush, Melbourne had by then become the financial centre of Australia and New Zealand. Between 1901 and 1927, Melbourne was the capital of Australia while Canberra[image: External link] was under construction. It was also the largest city in Australia[image: External link] at the time.[citation needed[image: External link]].
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 Government




Main article: Government of Victoria[image: External link]
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 Parliament




Main articles: Parliament of Victoria[image: External link], Victorian Legislative Assembly[image: External link], and Victorian Legislative Council[image: External link]


Victoria has a parliamentary form of government based on the Westminster System[image: External link]. Legislative power resides in the Parliament consisting of the Governor (the representative of the Queen), the executive (the Government), and two legislative chambers. The Parliament of Victoria[image: External link] consists of the lower house Legislative Assembly[image: External link], the upper house Legislative Council[image: External link] and the Queen of Australia[image: External link].

Eighty-eight members of the Legislative Assembly are elected to four-year terms from single-member electorates.

In November 2006, the Victorian Legislative Council elections were held under a new multi-member proportional representation system. The State of Victoria was divided into eight electorates with each electorate represented by five representatives elected by Single Transferable Vote[image: External link]. The total number of upper house members was reduced from 44 to 40 and their term of office is now the same as the lower house members—four years. Elections for the Victorian Parliament are now fixed and occur in November every four years. Prior to the 2006 election, the Legislative Council consisted of 44 members elected to eight-year terms from 22 two-member electorates.



	Party
	Legislative Assembly
	Legislative Council



	Labor[image: External link]
	47
	14



	Liberal[image: External link]
	30
	14



	National[image: External link]
	8
	2



	Greens[image: External link]
	2
	5



	Others
	1
	5
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 Premier and cabinet




The Premier of Victoria[image: External link] is the leader of the political party or coalition with the most seats in the Legislative Assembly. The Premier is the public face of government and, with cabinet, sets the legislative and political agenda. Cabinet consists of representatives elected to either house of parliament. It is responsible for managing areas of government that are not exclusively the Commonwealth's, by the Australian Constitution[image: External link], such as education, health and law enforcement. The current Premier of Victoria is Daniel Andrews[image: External link].
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 Governor




Main article: Governors of Victoria[image: External link]


Executive authority is vested in the Governor of Victoria[image: External link] who represents and is appointed by Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link]. The post is usually filled by a retired prominent Victorian. The governor acts on the advice of the premier and cabinet. The current Governor of Victoria is Linda Dessau[image: External link].
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 Constitution




Victoria has a written constitution enacted in 1975,[13] but based on the 1855 colonial constitution, passed by the United Kingdom Parliament as the Victoria Constitution Act 1855, which establishes the Parliament as the state's law-making body for matters coming under state responsibility. The Victorian Constitution can be amended by the Parliament of Victoria, except for certain "entrenched" provisions that require either an absolute majority in both houses, a three-fifths majority in both houses, or the approval of the Victorian people in a referendum, depending on the provision.
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Victoria[image: External link]


Victorians, and Melburnians in particular, are said to be "more progressive than other Australians", and although "most Australians support gay marriage", it is supported "nowhere more strongly than in Victoria." At the republic referendum in 1999, the state with the highest yes vote was Victoria. Victorians are also said to be "generally socially progressive, supportive of multiculturalism, wary of extremes of any kind."[14]

Premier Daniel Andrews[image: External link] leads the Australian Labor Party[image: External link] that won the November 2014 Victorian state election[image: External link].

The centre-left Australian Labor Party[image: External link] (ALP), the centre-right Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link], the rural-based National Party of Australia[image: External link], and the environmentalist Australian Greens[image: External link] are Victoria's main political parties. Traditionally, Labor is strongest in Melbourne's working class western and northern suburbs, and the regional cities of Ballarat[image: External link], Bendigo[image: External link] and Geelong[image: External link]. The Liberals' main support lies in Melbourne's more affluent eastern and outer suburbs, and some rural and regional centres. The Nationals are strongest in Victoria's North Western and Eastern rural regional areas. The Greens, who won their first lower house seats in 2014, are strongest in inner Melbourne.
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 Federal government




Victorian voters elect 49 representatives to the Parliament of Australia[image: External link], including 37 members of the House of Representatives[image: External link] and 12 members of the Senate[image: External link]. Since 2013, the ALP has held 19 Victorian house seats, the Liberals 14, the Nationals two, the Greens one, and one held by an Independent. As of 1 July 2014, the Liberals have held three senate seats, the Nationals one, the ALP four, the Greens two, and the Democratic Labor Party one.
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 Local government




Main article: Local government areas of Victoria[image: External link]


Victoria is incorporated into 79 municipalities for the purposes of local government, including 39 shires, 32 cities, seven rural cities and one borough. Shire and city councils are responsible for functions delegated by the Victorian parliament, such as city planning, road infrastructure and waste management. Council revenue comes mostly from property taxes and government grants.[15]
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 Demographics




See also: Demographics of Australia[image: External link]




	Population growth

estimates for Victoria



	2007
	5,087,000



	2011
	5,500,000



	2016
	6,000,000



	2021
	6,400,000



	2026
	6,800,000



	2031
	7,300,000



	Source: Dept of Planning and

Community Development




The 2011 Australian census reported that Victoria had 5,354,042 people resident at the time of the census.[16] The Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link] estimates that the population may well reach 7.2 million by 2050.

Victoria's founding Anglo-Celtic[image: External link] population has been supplemented by successive waves of migrants[image: External link] from southern and eastern Europe[image: External link], Southeast Asia[image: External link] and, most recently, the Horn of Africa[image: External link] and the Middle East[image: External link]. Victoria's population is ageing in proportion with the average of the remainder of the Australian population.

About 72% of Victorians are Australian-born. This figure falls to around 66% in Melbourne but rises to higher than 95% in some rural areas in the north west of the state. Around two-thirds of Victorians claim Scottish, English or Irish ancestry. Less than 1% of Victorians identify themselves as Aboriginal[image: External link]. The largest groups of people born outside Australia came from the British Isles, China, Italy[image: External link], Vietnam[image: External link], Greece[image: External link] and New Zealand.

More than 75% of Victorians live in Melbourne, located in the state's south. The greater Melbourne metropolitan area is home to an estimated 4.17 million people.[17] Leading urban centres outside Melbourne include Geelong[image: External link], Ballarat[image: External link], Bendigo[image: External link], Shepparton[image: External link], Mildura[image: External link], Warrnambool[image: External link], Wodonga[image: External link] and the Latrobe Valley[image: External link].

Victoria is Australia's most urbanised state: nearly 90% of residents living in cities and towns. State Government efforts to decentralise population have included an official campaign run since 2003 to encourage Victorians to settle in regional areas,[18] however Melbourne continues to rapidly outpace these areas in terms of population growth.[19]
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 Age structure and fertility




See also: Birth rate and fertility rate in Australia[image: External link]


The government predicts that nearly a quarter of Victorians will be aged over 60 by 2021. The 2011 census reveals that Australian median age[image: External link] has crept upward from 35 to 37 since 2001, which reflects the population growth[image: External link] peak of 1969–72.[20] In 2011, Victoria recorded a TFR[image: External link] of 1.88, the highest after 1978.[21]
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 Crime




In 2011–2012 there were 173 homicides.[22]



	Criminal offences recorded in Victoria 2010-14



	
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2013-14 % change



	Number of offences
	378,082
	386,061
	423,555
	437,409
	456,381
	4.3%




In 2015, the average male prisoner in Victoria is:[23]


	35.5 years old

	born in Australia

	did not complete high school

	a history of alcohol and drug abuse

	single and unemployed at the time he entered the prison system

	sentence of three years in a medium security prison

	more likely than not to have been imprisoned previously



In 2015, the average female prisoner in Victoria is:[23]


	36 years old

	born in Australia

	single or in a de facto relationship

	likely to be a mother/primary care giver

	unemployed, home duties or on a pension before prison

	has a higher level of education than her male counterpart but still failed to complete high school

	sentence of less than two years

	likely to be in prison for the first time
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 Religion




About 61.1% of Victorians describe themselves as Christian. Roman Catholics form the single largest religious group in the state with 26.7% of the Victorian population, followed by Anglicans and members of the Uniting Church. Buddhism[image: External link] is the state's largest non-Christian religion, with 168,637 members as of the most recent census. Victoria is also home of 152,775 Muslims[image: External link] and 45,150 Jews[image: External link]. Hinduism[image: External link] is the fastest growing religion. Around 20% of Victorians claim no religion. Amongst those who declare a religious affiliation, church attendance[image: External link] is low.[24]

In 2012 the proportion of couples marrying in a church had dropped to 28.2%; the other 71.7% registered their marriage with a civil celebrant.[25]
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 Education




Main article: Education in Victoria[image: External link]
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 Primary and secondary




Victoria's state school[image: External link] system dates back to 1872, when the colonial government legislated to make schooling both free and compulsory. The state's public secondary school system began in 1905. Before then, only private secondary schooling was available. Today, a Victorian school education consists of seven years of primary schooling (including one preparatory year) and six years of secondary schooling.

The final years of secondary school are optional for children aged over 17. Victorian children generally begin school at age five or six. On completing secondary school, students earn the Victorian Certificate of Education[image: External link]. Students who successfully complete their secondary education also receive a tertiary entrance ranking, or ATAR[image: External link] score, to determine university admittance.

Victorian schools are either publicly or privately funded. Public schools, also known as state or government schools, are funded and run directly by the Victoria Department of Education[image: External link] [3][image: External link]. Students do not pay tuition fees, but some extra costs are levied. Private fee-paying schools include parish schools run by the Roman Catholic Church and independent schools similar to British public schools. Independent schools are usually affiliated with Protestant churches. Victoria also has several private Jewish and Islamic primary and secondary schools. Private schools also receive some public funding. All schools must comply with government-set curriculum standards. In addition, Victoria has four government selective schools[image: External link], Melbourne High School[image: External link] for boys, MacRobertson Girls' High School[image: External link] for girls, the coeducational schools John Monash Science School[image: External link], Nossal High School[image: External link] and Suzanne Cory High School[image: External link], and The Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School. Students at these schools are exclusively admitted on the basis of an academic selective entry test.

As of August 2010, Victoria had 1,548 public schools, 489 Catholic schools and 214 independent schools. Just under 540,800 students were enrolled in public schools, and just over 311,800 in private schools. Over 61 per cent of private students attend Catholic schools. More than 462,000 students were enrolled in primary schools and more than 390,000 in secondary schools. Retention rates for the final two years of secondary school were 77 per cent for public school students and 90 per cent for private school students. Victoria has about 63,519 full-time teachers.[26]
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 Tertiary education




Victoria has nine universities[image: External link]. The first to offer degrees, the University of Melbourne[image: External link], enrolled its first student in 1855. The largest, Monash University[image: External link], has an enrolment of over 70,000 students—more than any other Australian university.

The number of students enrolled in Victorian universities was 241,755 at 2004, an increase of 2% on the previous year. International students made up 30% of enrolments and account for the highest percentage of pre-paid university tuition fees. The largest number of enrolments were recorded in the fields of business, administration and economics, with nearly a third of all students, followed by arts, humanities, and social science, with 20% of enrolments.

Victoria has 18 government-run institutions of “technical and further education” ( TAFE[image: External link]). The first vocational institution in the state was the Melbourne Mechanics' Institute (established in 1839), which is now the Melbourne Athenaeum[image: External link]. More than 1,000 adult education organisations are registered to provide recognised TAFE programs. In 2004, there were about 480,700 students enrolled in vocational education programs in the state.[27]
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 Libraries




The State Library of Victoria[image: External link] is the State's research and reference library. It is responsible for collecting and preserving Victoria's documentary heritage and making it available through a range of services and programs. Material in the collection includes books, newspapers, magazines, journals, manuscripts, maps, pictures, objects, sound and video recordings and databases.

In addition, local governments[image: External link] maintain local lending libraries, typically with multiple branches in their respective municipal areas.
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 Economy




See also: Australian economy[image: External link]




	Victorian production and

workers by economic activities



	Economic

sector
	GSP

produced
	Number of

workers
	Percentage

of workers



	Finance, insurance

and property
	30.5%
	319,109
	15.3%



	Community, social

and personal services
	16.6%
	562,783
	27.4%



	Manufacturing
	15.4%
	318,218
	15.3%



	Wholesale and

retail trade
	12.1%
	423,328
	20.3%



	Transport, utilities

and communications
	10.6%
	133,752
	6.4%



	Construction
	6.2%
	136,454
	6.6%



	Government
	4%
	62,253
	3%



	Agriculture
	3.3%
	72,639
	3.5%



	Mining
	1.3%
	4,472
	0.2%



	Other
	–
	49,208
	2%



	Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. Figures are for 2004–2005




The state of Victoria is the second largest economy in Australia after New South Wales, accounting for a quarter of the nation's gross domestic product. The total gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) at current prices for Victoria was at just over A$293 billion, with a GSP per capita of A$52,872. The economy grew by 2.0 per cent in 2010, less than the Australian average of 2.3 per cent.

Finance, insurance and property services form Victoria's largest income producing sector, while the community, social and personal services sector is the state's biggest employer. Despite the shift towards service industries, the manufacturing sector remains Victoria's single largest employer and income producer.
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 Agriculture




See also: Agriculture in Australia[image: External link]


During 2003–04, the gross value of Victorian agricultural production increased by 17% to $8.7 billion. This represented 24% of national agricultural production total gross value. As of 2004, an estimated 32,463 farms occupied around 136,000 square kilometres (52,500 sq mi) of Victorian land. This comprises more than 60% of the state's total land surface. Victorian farms range from small horticultural outfits to large-scale livestock and grain productions. A quarter of farmland is used to grow consumable crops.

More than 26,000 square kilometres (10,000 sq mi) of Victorian farmland are sown for grain, mostly in the state's west. More than 50% of this area is sown for wheat, 33% for barley and 7% for oats. A further 6,000 square kilometres (2,300 sq mi) is sown for hay. In 2003–04, Victorian farmers produced more than 3 million tonnes of wheat and 2 million tonnes of barley. Victorian farms produce nearly 90% of Australian pears and third of apples. It is also a leader in stone fruit production. The main vegetable crops include asparagus, broccoli, carrots, potatoes and tomatoes. Last year, 121,200 tonnes of pears and 270,000 tonnes of tomatoes were produced.

More than 14 million sheep and 5 million lambs graze over 10% of Victorian farms, mostly in the state's north and west. In 2004, nearly 10 million lambs and sheep were slaughtered for local consumption and export. Victoria also exports live sheep to the Middle East for meat and to the rest of the world for breeding. More than 108,000 tonnes of wool clip was also produced—one-fifth of the Australian total.

Victoria is the centre of dairy farming in Australia. It is home to 60% of Australia's 3 million dairy cattle and produces nearly two-thirds of the nation's milk, almost 6.4 billion litres. The state also has 2.4 million beef cattle, with more than 2.2 million cattle and calves slaughtered each year. In 2003–04, Victorian commercial fishing crews and aquaculture industry produced 11,634 tonnes of seafood valued at nearly A$109 million. Blacklipped abalone[image: External link] is the mainstay of the catch, bringing in A$46 million, followed by southern rock lobster[image: External link] worth A$13.7 million. Most abalone and rock lobster is exported to Asia.
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 Manufacturing




Victoria has a diverse range of manufacturing enterprises and Melbourne is Victoria's (and Australia's) most important industrial city, followed by Geelong[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Additionally, energy production has aided industrial growth in the Latrobe Valley[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Machinery and equipment manufacturing is the state's most valuable manufacturing activity, followed by food and beverage products, petrochemicals and chemicals.[citation needed[image: External link]] More than 15% of Victorian workers, are employed directly in manufacturing, the highest percentage in Australia.[citation needed[image: External link]] The state is marginally behind New South Wales in the total value of manufacturing output.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Prominent manufacturing plants in the state include the Portland[image: External link] and Point Henry[image: External link] aluminium smelters, owned by Alcoa[image: External link]; oil refineries at Geelong[image: External link] and Altona[image: External link]; a major petrochemical facility at Laverton[image: External link]; and Victorian-based CSL[image: External link], a global biotechnology company that produces vaccines and plasma products, among others. Victoria also plays an important role in providing goods for the defence industry[image: External link].

Historically, Victoria has been the base for the manufacturing plants of the major car brands Ford[image: External link], Toyota[image: External link] and Holden[image: External link]; however, closure announcements by all three companies in the 21st century will mean that Australia will no longer be a base for the global car industry, with Toyota's statement in February 2014 outlining a closure year of 2017. Holden's announcement occurred in May 2013, followed by Ford's decision in December of the same year (Ford's Victorian plants—in Broadmeadows and Geelong—will close in October 2016).[28][29]
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 Crown land




Crown land[image: External link] held in Victoria is managed under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978[image: External link] and the Land Act 1958[image: External link]
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 Mining




See also: Energy in Victoria[image: External link]


Mining in Victoria contributes around A$3 billion to the gross state product (~1%) but employs less than 1% of workers. The Victorian mining industry is concentrated on energy producing minerals, with brown coal[image: External link], petroleum and gas[image: External link] accounting for nearly 90% of local production. The oil and gas industries are centred off the coast of Gippsland[image: External link] in the state's east, while brown coal mining and power generation is based in the Latrobe Valley[image: External link].

In the 2005/2006 fiscal year, the average gas production was over 700 million cubic feet (20,000,000 m3) per day (M cuft/d) and represented 18% of the total national gas sales, with demand growing at 2% per year.[30]

In 1985, oil production from the offshore Gippsland Basin peaked to an annual average of 450,000 barrels (72,000 m3) per day. In 2005–2006, the average daily oil production declined to 83,000 bbl (13,200 m3)/d, but despite the decline Victoria still produces almost 19.5% of crude oil in Australia.[30]

Brown coal[image: External link] is Victoria's leading mineral, with 66 million tonnes mined each year for electricity generation in the Latrobe Valley, Gippsland.[31] The region is home to the world's largest known reserves of brown coal.

Despite being the historic centre of Australia's gold rush, Victoria today contributes a mere 1% of national gold production. Victoria also produces limited amounts of gypsum[image: External link] and kaolin[image: External link].
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 Service industry




The service industries sector is the fastest growing component of the Victorian economy. It includes the wide range of activities generally classified as community, social and personal services; finances, insurance and property services, government services, transportation and communication, and wholesale and retail trade. Most service industries are located in Melbourne and the state's larger regional centres.

As of 2004–05, service industries employed nearly three-quarters of Victorian workers and generated three-quarters of the state's GSP. Finance, insurance and property services, as a group, provide a larger share of GSP than any other economic activity in Victoria. More than a quarter of Victorian workers are employed by the community, social and personal services sector.[32]
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 Tourism




Some major tourist destinations in Victoria are:


	The metropolis of Melbourne, particular its inner city suburbs (known also for shopping tourism) and the attractions of the city centre[image: External link] such as Melbourne Zoo[image: External link], Melbourne Museum[image: External link], the Melbourne Aquarium[image: External link] and ScienceWorks[image: External link], tourism precincts such as Melbourne Docklands[image: External link], Southbank[image: External link] and St Kilda[image: External link] as well as cultural and sporting tourist icons such as Arts Centre Melbourne[image: External link], the East End Theatre District[image: External link], the National Gallery of Victoria[image: External link], the Melbourne Cricket Ground[image: External link], also known as the MCG[image: External link], and the Eureka Tower[image: External link], with the highest observation deck in the Southern Hemisphere, Skydeck 88.

	Victoria has more than 2000 kilometres of coastline with hundreds of beaches.[33]


	The Goldfields region featuring the historic cities of Ballarat, Beechworth[image: External link], Bendigo, Castlemaine[image: External link], Maldon[image: External link] and Daylesford[image: External link].

	Natural attractions, such as The Twelve Apostles[image: External link], Wilsons Promontory[image: External link], The Grampians[image: External link], the fairy penguins[image: External link] (particularly at Phillip Island and St Kilda[image: External link]), the Buchan Caves[image: External link] and the Gippsland Lakes[image: External link].

	The Dandenong Ranges[image: External link] (in particular the Puffing Billy Railway[image: External link]).

	
Healesville Sanctuary[image: External link], which specialises in local Australian species.

	Towns along the Murray River and Riverina including Echuca[image: External link] and Mildura[image: External link] including waterskiing.

	
Geelong[image: External link] and its famous Waterfront, Eastern Beach and Geelong West's Pakington Street

	The Bellarine Peninsula[image: External link] which features vineyards and historic resort towns such as Queenscliff[image: External link], Drysdale[image: External link] and Portarlington[image: External link]


	The Werribee[image: External link] Mansion and Werribee Open Range Zoo[image: External link]


	The Surf Coast which features famous beaches such as Bells Beach[image: External link], Torquay[image: External link] and Lorne

	
Mornington Peninsula[image: External link], particularly for its wineries and secluded beaches, Arthur's Seat[image: External link] and the coastal attractions of Portsea[image: External link] and Sorrento[image: External link].

	
Yarra Valley[image: External link] (in particular Healesville Sanctuary[image: External link] and wineries).

	
Great Ocean Road[image: External link], which features The Twelve Apostles, historic towns of Port Fairy[image: External link] and Portland[image: External link], cliffs and whale watching and resort towns such as Lorne[image: External link].

	The Victorian Alpine Region, part of the Australian Alps[image: External link], particularly for skiing[image: External link]


	The Central Victorian Highlands, 'High country' are very well known for winter sports and bushwalking

	
Wine regions[image: External link] across the entire state.



Other popular tourism activities are gliding, hang-gliding, hot air ballooning and scuba diving.

Major events also play a big part in tourism in Victoria, particularly cultural tourism and sports tourism. Most of these events are centred on Melbourne, but others occur in regional cities, such as the V8 Supercars and Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix at Phillip Island, the Grand Annual Steeplechase at Warrnambool and the Australian International Airshow[image: External link] at Avalon and numerous local festivals such as the popular Port Fairy Folk Festival[image: External link], Queenscliff Music Festival[image: External link], Bells Beach Surf Classic and the Bright[image: External link] Autumn Festival.
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 Geology and geography




Main articles: Geology of Victoria[image: External link] and Geography of Victoria[image: External link]


Victoria's northern border follows a straight line from Cape Howe[image: External link] to the start of the Murray River[image: External link] and then follows the Murray River as the remainder of the northern border. On the Murray River, the border is the southern bank of the river. This precise definition was not established until 1980, when a ruling by Justice Ninian Stephen[image: External link] of the High Court of Australia[image: External link] settled the question as to which state had jurisdiction in the unlawful death of a man on an island in the middle of the river. The ruling clarified that no part of the watercourse is in Victoria.[34] The border also rests at the southern end of the Great Dividing Range[image: External link], which stretches along the east coast and terminates west of Ballarat. It is bordered by South Australia to the west and shares Australia's shortest land border with Tasmania[image: External link]. The official border between Victoria and Tasmania is at 39°12' S, which passes through Boundary Islet[image: External link] in the Bass Strait[image: External link] for 85 metres.[35][36][37]

Victoria contains many topographically, geologically and climatically diverse areas, ranging from the wet, temperate[image: External link] climate of Gippsland[image: External link] in the southeast to the snow-covered Victorian alpine areas[image: External link] which rise to almost 2,000 m (6,600 ft), with Mount Bogong[image: External link] the highest peak at 1,986 m (6,516 ft). There are extensive semi-arid plains to the west and northwest. There is an extensive series of river systems in Victoria. Most notable is the Murray River[image: External link] system. Other rivers include: Ovens River[image: External link], Goulburn River[image: External link], Patterson River[image: External link], King River[image: External link], Campaspe River[image: External link], Loddon River[image: External link], Wimmera River[image: External link], Elgin River, Barwon River[image: External link], Thomson River[image: External link], Snowy River[image: External link], Latrobe River[image: External link], Yarra River[image: External link], Maribyrnong River[image: External link], Mitta River[image: External link], Hopkins River, Merri River and Kiewa River[image: External link]. The state symbols include the pink heath[image: External link] (state flower), Leadbeater's possum[image: External link] (state animal) and the helmeted honeyeater[image: External link] (state bird).

The state's capital, Melbourne, contains about 70% of the state's population and dominates its economy, media, and culture. For other cities and towns, see list of localities (Victoria)[image: External link] and local government areas of Victoria[image: External link].
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 Climate






	Average monthly maximum

temperatures in Victoria



	Month
	Melbourne

°C (°F)
	Mildura

°C (°F)



	January
	25.8 (78)
	32.8 (91)



	February
	25.8 (78)
	32.7 (91)



	March
	23.8 (75)
	29.3 (85)



	April
	20.2 (68)
	24.1 (75)



	May
	16.6 (62)
	19.6 (67)



	June
	14.0 (57)
	16.0 (61)



	July
	13.4 (56)
	15.4 (60)



	August
	14.9 (59)
	17.7 (64)



	September
	17.2 (63)
	21.1 (70)



	October
	19.6 (67)
	25.0 (77)



	November
	21.8 (71)
	29.0 (84)



	December
	24.1 (75)
	31.7 (89)



	Source: Bureau of Meteorology




Victoria has a varied climate despite its small size. It ranges from semi-arid temperate with hot summers in the north-west, to temperate and cool along the coast. Victoria's main land feature, the Great Dividing Range, produces a cooler, mountain climate in the centre of the state. Winters along the coast of the state, particularly around Melbourne, are relatively mild (see chart at right).

Victoria's southernmost position on the Australian mainland means it is cooler and wetter than other mainland states and territories. The coastal plain south of the Great Dividing Range has Victoria's mildest climate. Air from the Southern Ocean[image: External link] helps reduce the heat of summer and the cold of winter. Melbourne and other large cities are located in this temperate region. The autumn[image: External link] months of April/May are mild and bring some of Australia's colourful foliage[image: External link] across many parts of the state.

The Mallee[image: External link] and upper Wimmera[image: External link] are Victoria's warmest regions with hot winds blowing from nearby semi-deserts. Average temperatures exceed 32 °C (90 °F) during summer and 15 °C (59 °F) in winter. Except at cool mountain elevations, the inland monthly temperatures are 2–7 °C (4–13 °F) warmer than around Melbourne (see chart). Victoria's highest maximum temperature since World War II, of 48.8 °C (119.8 °F) was recorded in Hopetoun[image: External link] on 7 February 2009, during the 2009 southeastern Australia heat wave[image: External link].[38]

The Victorian Alps in the northeast are the coldest part of Victoria. The Alps are part of the Great Dividing Range mountain system extending east–west through the centre of Victoria. Average temperatures are less than 9 °C (48 °F) in winter and below 0 °C (32 °F) in the highest parts of the ranges. The state's lowest minimum temperature of −11.7 °C (10.9 °F) was recorded at Omeo[image: External link] on 13 June 1965, and again at Falls Creek[image: External link] on 3 July 1970.[38] Temperature extremes for the state are listed in the table below:



	Climate data for Victoria



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	47.2

(117)
	48.8

(119.8)
	44.4

(111.9)
	37.8

(100)
	32.2

(90)
	25.7

(78.3)
	27.1

(80.8)
	29.9

(85.8)
	37.4

(99.3)
	40.2

(104.4)
	45.8

(114.4)
	46.6

(115.9)
	48.8

(119.8)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−3.9

(25)
	−3.9

(25)
	−4.3

(24.3)
	−8.2

(17.2)
	−8.3

(17.1)
	−11.7

(10.9)
	−11.7

(10.9)
	−11.7

(10.9)
	−9.4

(15.1)
	−8.4

(16.9)
	−6.8

(19.8)
	−5.2

(22.6)
	−11.7

(10.9)



	Source: Bureau of Meteorology[39]
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 Rainfall




Victoria is the wettest Australian state after Tasmania[image: External link]. Rainfall in Victoria increases from south to the northeast, with higher averages in areas of high altitude. Mean annual rainfall exceeds 1,800 millimetres (71 inches) in some parts of the northeast but is less than 280 mm (11 in) in the Mallee.

Rain is heaviest in the Otway Ranges[image: External link] and Gippsland in southern Victoria and in the mountainous northeast. Snow generally falls only in the mountains and hills in the centre of the state. Rain falls most frequently in winter, but summer precipitation is heavier. Rainfall is most reliable in Gippsland and the Western District[image: External link], making them both leading farming areas. Victoria's highest recorded daily rainfall was 375 mm (14.8 in) at Tanybryn in the Otway Ranges on 22 March 1983.[38]

Source: Bureau of Meteorology, Department of Primary Industries, Australian Natural Resources Atlas
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 Transport




See also: Transport in Melbourne[image: External link] and Rail transport in Victoria[image: External link]


Victoria has the highest population density in any state in Australia, with population centres spread out over most of the state; only the far northwest and the Victorian Alps[image: External link] lack permanent settlement.

The Victorian road network[image: External link] services the population centres, with highways generally radiating from Melbourne and other major cities and rural centres with secondary roads interconnecting the highways to each other. Many of the highways are built to freeway standard ("M" freeways), while most are generally sealed and of reasonable quality.

Rail transport in Victoria[image: External link] is provided by several private and public railway operators who operate over government-owned lines. Major operators include: Metro Trains Melbourne[image: External link] which runs an extensive, electrified, passenger system throughout Melbourne and suburbs; V/Line[image: External link] which is now owned by the Victorian Government, operates a concentrated service to major regional centres, as well as long distance services on other lines; Pacific National[image: External link], CFCL Australia[image: External link] which operate freight services; Great Southern Rail[image: External link] which operates The Overland[image: External link] Melbourne—Adelaide; and NSW TrainLink[image: External link] which operates XPTs[image: External link] Melbourne—Sydney.

There are also several smaller freight operators and numerous tourist railways operating over lines which were once parts of a state-owned system. Victorian lines mainly use the 1,600 mm (5 ft 3 in) broad gauge[image: External link]. However, the interstate trunk routes, as well as a number of branch lines in the west of the state have been converted to 1,435 mm (4 ft 8 1⁄2 in) standard gauge[image: External link]. Two tourist railways operate over 760 mm (2 ft 6 in) narrow gauge[image: External link] lines, which are the remnants of five formerly government-owned lines which were built in mountainous areas.

Melbourne has the world's largest tram network[image: External link],[40] currently operated by Yarra Trams[image: External link]. As well as being a popular form of public transport, over the last few decades trams have become one of Melbourne's major tourist attractions. There are also tourist trams operating over portions of the former Ballarat[image: External link] and Bendigo systems. There are also tramway museums at Bylands[image: External link] and Haddon.

Melbourne Airport[image: External link] is the major domestic and international gateway for the state. Avalon Airport[image: External link] is the state's second busiest airport, which complements Essendon[image: External link] and Moorabbin Airports[image: External link] to see the remainder of Melbourne's air traffic. Hamilton Airport[image: External link], Mildura Airport[image: External link], Mount Hotham[image: External link] and Portland Airport[image: External link] are the remaining airports with scheduled domestic flights. There are no fewer than 27 other airports[image: External link] in the state with no scheduled flights.

The Port of Melbourne[image: External link] is the largest port for containerised and general cargo in Australia,[41] and is located in Melbourne on the mouth of the Yarra River[image: External link], which is at the head of Port Phillip[image: External link]. Additional seaports are at Westernport[image: External link], Geelong[image: External link], and Portland[image: External link].

As of October 2013, smoking tobacco is prohibited in the sheltered areas of train stations, and tram and bus stops—between 2012 and 2013, 2002 people were issued with infringement notices. The state government announced a plan in October 2013 to prohibit smoking on all Victorian railway station platforms and raised tram stops.[42]
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 Utilities
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 Energy




Victoria's major utilities include a collection of brown-coal-fired power stations, particularly in the Latrobe Valley. One of these is Hazelwood Power Station[image: External link], which is number 1 in the worldwide List of least carbon efficient power stations[image: External link].
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 Water




Victoria's water infrastructure includes a series of dams and reservoirs, predominantly in Central Victoria, that hold and collect water for much of the state. The water collected is of a very high quality and requires little chlorination treatment, giving the water a taste more like water collected in a rainwater tank. In regional areas however, such as in the west of the state, chlorination levels are much higher.

The Victorian Water Grid consists of a number of new connections and pipelines being built across the State. This allows water to be moved around Victoria to where it is needed most and reduces the impact of localised droughts in an era thought to be influenced by climate change. Major projects already completed as part of the Grid include the Wimmera Mallee Pipeline and the Goldfields Superpipe.[43]
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 Sport




Main article: Sport in Victoria[image: External link]


Victoria is the home of Australian rules football, with ten of the eighteen Australian Football League[image: External link] (AFL) clubs based in the state. The AFL Grand Final[image: External link] is traditionally held at the Melbourne Cricket Ground[image: External link] on the last Saturday of September. Victoria's newest public holiday is Grand Final Friday. The holiday is celebrated the day before the AFL Grand Final and was designated in 2015 "to celebrate Australia’s national game."

Victoria's cricket team, the Victorian Bushrangers[image: External link] play in the national Sheffield Shield[image: External link] cricket competition. Victoria is represented in the National Rugby League[image: External link] by the Melbourne Storm[image: External link] and in Super Rugby[image: External link] by the Melbourne Rebels[image: External link]. It is represented in the National Basketball League[image: External link] by Melbourne United[image: External link]. It is also represented in soccer[image: External link] by Melbourne Victory[image: External link] and Melbourne City[image: External link] in the A-League[image: External link].

Melbourne has held the 1956 Summer Olympics[image: External link], 2006 Commonwealth Games[image: External link] and the FINA World Swimming Championship.

Melbourne is also home to the Australian Open[image: External link] tennis tournament in January each year, the first of the world's four Grand Slam tennis tournaments, and the Australian Formula One Grand Prix[image: External link].

Victoria's Bells Beach hosts one of the world's longest-running surfing competition, the Bells Beach SurfClassic, which is part of The ASP World Tour[image: External link].

Netball[image: External link] is a big part of sport in Victoria.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Melbourne Vixens[image: External link] represent Victoria in the ANZ Championship[image: External link]. Some of the world's best netballers such as Sharelle McMahon[image: External link], Renae Hallinan[image: External link], Madison Browne[image: External link], Julie Corletto[image: External link] and Bianca Chatfield[image: External link] come from Victoria.

Possibly Victoria's most famous island, Phillip Island, is home of the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit[image: External link] which hosts the Australian motorcycle Grand Prix[image: External link] which features MotoGP[image: External link] (the world's premier motorcycling class), as well as the Australian round of the World Superbike Championship[image: External link] and the domestic V8 Supercar[image: External link] racing, which also visits Sandown Raceway[image: External link] and the rural Winton Motor Raceway[image: External link] circuit.

Australia's most prestigious footrace, the Stawell Gift[image: External link], is an annual event.

Victoria is also home to the Aussie Millions[image: External link] poker tournament, the richest in the Southern Hemisphere.

The Melbourne Spring Racing Carnival[image: External link] is one of the biggest horse racing events in the world and is one of the world's largest sporting events. The main race is for the $6 million Melbourne Cup[image: External link], and crowds for the carnival exceed 700,000.

Major professional teams include:


	
Australian Football[image: External link]: Melbourne Demons[image: External link], Carlton Blues[image: External link], Essendon Bombers[image: External link], Collingwood Magpies[image: External link], St Kilda Saints[image: External link], Richmond Tigers[image: External link], Hawthorn Hawks[image: External link], North Melbourne Kangaroos[image: External link], Western Bulldogs[image: External link], Geelong Cats[image: External link]


	
Basketball[image: External link]: Melbourne United[image: External link]


	
Cricket[image: External link]: Victoria Bushrangers[image: External link], Melbourne Renegades[image: External link], Melbourne Stars[image: External link]


	
Soccer[image: External link]: Melbourne Victory[image: External link], Melbourne City[image: External link]


	
Netball[image: External link]: Melbourne Vixens[image: External link]


	
Rugby League[image: External link]: Melbourne Storm[image: External link]


	
Rugby Union[image: External link]: Melbourne Rebels[image: External link]
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 See also





	Atlas of Victorian Birds[image: External link]

	2003 Melbourne thunderstorm[image: External link]



Geography:


	Vicmap Topographic Map Series[image: External link]

	Victorian Alps[image: External link]



Lists:


	List of highways in Victoria[image: External link]

	List of localities (Victoria)[image: External link]

	Protected areas of Victoria (Australia)[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Due to a previous surveying error, Victoria and Tasmania share a land border on Boundary Islet[image: External link]. At 85 metres (93 yd) in length, the border is the smallest between any two Australian states or territories.
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Byron Bay, New South Wales






Byron Bay is a beachside town located in the far-northeastern corner[image: External link] of the state of New South Wales[image: External link], Australia[image: External link]. It is located 772 kilometres (480 mi) north of Sydney and 165 kilometres (103 mi) south of Brisbane[image: External link]. Cape Byron[image: External link], a headland adjacent to the town, is the easternmost point of mainland Australia. At the 2011 census[image: External link], the town had a permanent population of 4,959.[1] The town is in turn the nucleus of Byron Shire[image: External link], which had 29,209 residents.[2]

The local Arakwal[image: External link] Aboriginal people's name for the area is Cavvanbah, meaning "meeting place".[3] Lieutenant James Cook[image: External link] named Cape Byron after Naval officer John Byron[image: External link], circumnavigator of the world and grandfather of the poet Lord Byron[image: External link].[4]
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 History




The history of Europeans in Byron Bay began in 1770, when Lieutenant James Cook[image: External link] found a safe anchorage and named Cape Byron[image: External link] after a fellow sailor John Byron[image: External link].[5]

The first industry in Byron was cedar logging from the Australian red cedar (Toona ciliata[image: External link]). The timber industry is the origin of the word "shoot" in many local names – Possum Shoot, Coopers Shoot and Skinners Shoot – where the timber-cutters would "shoot" the logs down the hills to be dragged to waiting ships.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Gold mining of the beaches was the next industry to occur. Up to 20 mining leases set up on Tallow Beach to extract gold from the black sands around the 1870s.

Byron Bay has a history of primary industrial production ( dairy[image: External link] factory,[6] abattoirs[image: External link], fishing, and whaling[image: External link] until 1963) and was a significant, but hazardous, sea port. The poet Brunton Stephens spoke of cattle grazing on the "mossy plains" of Cape Byron in a poem he penned in 1876.

The first jetty[image: External link] was built in 1886, and the railway was connected in 1894, and Cavvanbah became Byron Bay in 1894.[7] Dairy farmers cleared more land and settled the area. In 1895, the Norco Co-operative[image: External link] was formed to provide cold storage and manage the dairy industry.[7][8] The introduction of paspalum[image: External link] improved production, and Byron Bay exported butter to the world. The Norco factory was the biggest in the southern hemisphere,[citation needed[image: External link]] expanding from dairy to bacon[image: External link] and other processed meat.

The lighthouse[image: External link] was built in 1901 at the most easterly point on the Australian mainland.[7] In 1930, the first meatworks opened.[7] The smell from the meat and dairy works was, by all accounts, appalling,[citation needed[image: External link]] and the annual slaughter of migrating whales in the 1950s and 1960s made matters worse. Sand mining[image: External link] between the World Wars damaged the environment further, and one by one, all these industries declined.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Longboard[image: External link] surfers[image: External link] arrived in the 1960s and used natural breaks at The Pass, Watego's, and Cosy Corner. This was the beginning of Byron Bay as a tourist destination, and by 1973, when the Aquarius Festival[image: External link] was held in Nimbin[image: External link], its reputation as a hippy[image: External link], happy, alternative[image: External link] town was established.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Shipwrecks litter the bay and surrounding areas.
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 Geography




Byron Bay is part of the erosion caldera[image: External link] of an ancient shield volcano[image: External link], the Tweed Volcano[image: External link], which had erupted 23 million years ago. The volcano formed as a result of the Indo-Australian Plate[image: External link] moving over the East Australia hotspot[image: External link].[9]
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 Climate




Byron Bay has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link] (Cfa in the Köppen climate classification[image: External link]) with hot summers and mild winters. Winters are not cold with daily maximums usually reaching 19.4 °C and a minimum of 11 °C. Summer can be hot, with a daily average of 27 °C. Summer evenings can be wet, cooling the day down.




	Climate data for Byron Bay (Cape Byron AWS, 2002–present)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	34.0

(93.2)
	34.0

(93.2)
	32.4

(90.3)
	29.8

(85.6)
	26.9

(80.4)
	25.0

(77)
	24.1

(75.4)
	28.3

(82.9)
	32.0

(89.6)
	34.0

(93.2)
	33.3

(91.9)
	34.8

(94.6)
	34.8

(94.6)



	Average high °C (°F)
	27.8

(82)
	27.5

(81.5)
	26.5

(79.7)
	23.9

(75)
	21.2

(70.2)
	19.3

(66.7)
	18.6

(65.5)
	20.0

(68)
	22.0

(71.6)
	23.6

(74.5)
	25.1

(77.2)
	26.4

(79.5)
	23.5

(74.3)



	Average low °C (°F)
	21.1

(70)
	21.0

(69.8)
	20.0

(68)
	17.6

(63.7)
	14.9

(58.8)
	13.1

(55.6)
	12.0

(53.6)
	13.1

(55.6)
	15.2

(59.4)
	16.9

(62.4)
	18.6

(65.5)
	19.8

(67.6)
	16.9

(62.4)



	Record low °C (°F)
	16.5

(61.7)
	16.0

(60.8)
	14.7

(58.5)
	10.9

(51.6)
	9.3

(48.7)
	6.5

(43.7)
	7.1

(44.8)
	6.6

(43.9)
	9.7

(49.5)
	9.5

(49.1)
	11.8

(53.2)
	13.9

(57)
	6.5

(43.7)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	164.4

(6.472)
	166.6

(6.559)
	142.1

(5.594)
	183.5

(7.224)
	99.4

(3.913)
	164.9

(6.492)
	96.3

(3.791)
	75.4

(2.969)
	47.0

(1.85)
	95.8

(3.772)
	93.4

(3.677)
	139.3

(5.484)
	1,509.2

(59.417)



	Average precipitation days
	15.4
	15.3
	16.4
	15.5
	13.8
	14.0
	12.3
	8.2
	9.0
	12.7
	11.5
	14.1
	158.2



	Source: Bureau of Meteorology[image: External link][10]
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 Education




Byron Bay is home to several schools and educational institutions. Schools include Byron Bay Public School[image: External link], Byron Bay High School[image: External link], St Finbarr's Primary School, Byron Bay Community School, and Cape Byron Rudolf Steiner School[image: External link]. Among these are a number of early childhood facilities including Byron Bay Preschool and Periwinkle Preschool. In the fields of adult education there are Lexis English Centres[image: External link] (previously Global Village English Centres) and Byron Bay English Language School[image: External link] (BBELS) (both organisations providing English language tuition to international students), the Byron Region Community College, which is a registered training organisation and the SAE Institute Byron Bay which is a government-accredited, degree granting institution in the fields of audio engineering, digital film making, multimedia and animation.
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 Tourism




The town has several beaches which are popular for surfing[image: External link]. It is a resort popular with both domestic and international tourists, including backpackers[image: External link], who travel along the Australian coast; the scenery also attracts skydivers. The area is also noted for its wildlife, with the whale watching[image: External link] industry a significant contributor to the local economy.[11]

An oceanway[image: External link] runs from the centre of town to the Cape Byron lighthouse. This allows visitors to walk and cycle to the lighthouse.

Temperate and tropical waters merge at Byron Bay, making it a popular area for scuba diving[image: External link] and snorkelling[image: External link]. Most diving is done at Julian Rocks[image: External link] which is part of the recently established Cape Byron Marine Park[image: External link] and only a few minutes boat ride from Main Beach.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Byron Bay also lies close to subtropical rainforests, and areas such as the Nightcap National Park[image: External link] with the Minyon Falls[image: External link] are all within easy reach of the town.

Byron Bay is now also a popular destination for Schoolies week[image: External link] during late November and early December.[12]
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 Heritage




The following places are listed on the Register of the National Estate[image: External link]:[13]


	
Cape Byron Light[image: External link], built in 1901

	
Broken Head Nature Reserve[image: External link] (south of Byron Bay)

	
Brunswick Heads Nature Reserve[image: External link] (north of Byron Bay)

	
Julian Rocks[image: External link] Nature Reserve

	Two Sisters Rocks, located at Broken Head[image: External link]
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 Events




Events held at Byron Bay include the Byron Bay International Fashion Festival[image: External link] on the 29th of April and major national music festivals such as the East Coast Blues & Roots Music Festival[image: External link] at Easter, Falls Festival[image: External link] and Splendour in the Grass[image: External link], the Byron Bay Writers Festival[image: External link],[14] the Byron Bay Film Festival[image: External link], Byron Bay Surf Festival, Byron Spirit Festival and the Byron Underwater Festival.[15] The vibrant musical community has produced internationally renowned bands such as Blue King Brown[image: External link], Parkway Drive[image: External link] and 50 Lions[image: External link]. also many yoga[image: External link] retreats, pagan[image: External link] gatherings,[citation needed[image: External link]] The Byron Bay Triathlon[image: External link] is held on the second Saturday in May every year. 1,300 competitors from many different countries enter this Olympic Distance event.
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 Markets




Byron Bay also has a number of regular markets including a weekly farmers' market[image: External link][16] at the Butler Street Reserve every Thursday with over 70 local farmers selling fresh produce. There is also a Byron Community Market held on the same site on the first Sunday of each month and the Artisan Market held on Saturday evenings at Railway Park from October to Easter. There are three annual specialist Beachside Markets held in January, Easter and September.[17]
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 Media




The Byron Bay area has a number of newspapers:


	
The Byron Shire Echo[image: External link] (Independent weekly A3)

	
The Byron Shire News (APN weekly A3)

	
The Saturday Star (Independent A5 monthly)

	
The Bagg (Independent weekly A3 gig guide)

	
The Northern Star[image: External link] (APN daily, produced in nearby Lismore[image: External link])



The community radio station Bay FM[image: External link] broadcasts on 99.9 FM from within Byron Bay itself. Other local stations in the Byron area are:


	2LM 900 AM (commercial)

	
100.9 ZZZ FM[image: External link] (commercial)

	
ABC[image: External link] Northern Rivers 94.5 FM

	
River-FM[image: External link] 92.9 FM (community)



All major television channels are available in Byron Bay and the wider Northern Rivers region:


	
Prime[image: External link], 7Two[image: External link] (Seven Network[image: External link] affiliated channels, commercial)

	
NBN[image: External link], Go![image: External link] (Nine Network Australia[image: External link], commercial)

	
Southern Cross Ten[image: External link], One HD[image: External link] (Network Ten Australia[image: External link], commercial)

	
ABC1[image: External link], ABC2[image: External link] and ABC3[image: External link] (Australian Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link])

	
SBS ONE[image: External link], SBS Two[image: External link] (Special Broadcasting Service[image: External link], semi-commercial)
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 Transport




Until 2004, Byron Bay railway station[image: External link] provided a connection on the Casino to Murwillumbah railway line. It was served by trains from Sydney and for various periods also by services originating at Casino that connected with expresses running between Sydney and South Brisbane.

A bus station in Jonson Street is now serviced by Greyhound Australia[image: External link], NSW TrainLink[image: External link] and Premier Motor Services[image: External link] coach services from Sydney and Brisbane[image: External link].

A 3.4 km section of the Murwillumbah railway line is to be rehabilitated in 2016 for a two car self-propelled diesel train planned to run from the town centre to the Elements of Byron resort and nearby attractions.

An earlier local train service, known as the Byron Bay Tram conveyed passengers from about 1928 until about 1954 between the railway station and the "new jetty" where connections were made with passenger carrying ships of the North Coast Steam Navigation Company. Motive power was a Simplex petrol locomotive, locally known as the "Green Frog", and the passenger vehicles comprised former Newcastle B2 class steam tram trailer 74B and former Sydney C class electric tram C37. After the trams stopped running both the cars went to a heritage tramway in Parramatta Park where 74B was destroyed by fire. The Simplex was built in Bedford England and went into service in 1923 shunting freight to and from the "old" jetty adjacent to the township and then to "new" jetty to the north when it was completed in 1928. Later it hauled whales from the jetty to the rendering down works, livestock to the meat works, mineral sands and meat wagons to the station for onward movement and regularly shunted Norco and other railway sidings and between these duties ran the passenger tramway until the coastal passenger shipping service stopped. The Simplex locomotive was retired in 1984 when the meat works closed and is now stored in a shed near the Kendall Street level crossing under the care of volunteers and the Byron Bay Council.
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 Sport and recreation




A number of well-known sporting teams represent the local area. The Byron Bay Surf Club is the longest standing of any of the current clubs, it has been one of Australia's leading surf club's and has been in continuous operation for more than 105 years. The well known rugby league[image: External link] club named the Byron Bay Red Devils[image: External link] and the Australian rules football team Byron Magpies[image: External link]. Byron Bay FC has won the Football Far North Coast Premier league 3 times the latest being 2013. Other clubs include Byron Bay Golf Club, Byron Bay Cricket Club, Byron Bay Rugby Union Club, Byron Bay Gliding Club, and the Byron Bay Bowling Club.

The Byron Bay Ocean Swim Classic is held every year as well.
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 Notable residents





	
Daevid Allen[image: External link], musician

	
Renee Bargh[image: External link], TV presenter

	
John Butler[image: External link], guitarist, founder of the John Butler Trio[image: External link]


	
Toni Childs[image: External link], musician

	William (Bill) Clifford, General Manager of NORCO in the 1920s, described as founder of the dairy industry, lived in Byron Bay from the late 19c until the 1920s. [18]


	
John Cornell[image: External link], businessman and Delvene Delaney[image: External link], actress and co-host of Sale of the Century[image: External link][19]


	
Eka Darville[image: External link], actor

	
Chris Hemsworth, actor [20]


	
Elsa Pataky, actress

	
In Hearts Wake[image: External link], metalcore band

	
The Jezabels[image: External link]' lead singer Hayley Mary and keyboardist Heather Shannon

	
Kerry O'Brien[image: External link], journalist[21]


	
Parkway Drive[image: External link], a metalcore band formed in 2002 that have toured around the world several times

	
Ric Richardson[image: External link], inventor[22]


	
Scott Owen[image: External link], bassist for The Living End[image: External link]


	
The Space Cowboy[image: External link], a record-breaking "sword swallower" and street performer who hails from Byron Bay

	
Peter Gifford[image: External link], bassist for Midnight Oil[image: External link]


	
Mouche Phillips[image: External link], actress

	
Simon Baker[image: External link], actor The Mentalist

	
Olivia Newton-John[image: External link], singer, songwriter, actor, novelist

	
Elle McPherson[image: External link], model, entrepreneur

	
Jack Johnson[image: External link], musician

	
Naomi Watts[image: External link], actor
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 Former notable residents





	
Paul Hogan[image: External link], actor, and Linda Kozlowski[image: External link], actress[23]
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 In fiction




John Macgregor's 1986 novel Propinquity[image: External link] is partly set in Byron Bay and nearby Mullumbimby[image: External link]. The 2008-2009 ABC[image: External link] drama series East of Everything[image: External link], written by Deb Cox and Roger Monk, is set in the fictional town of "Broken Bay" which is based on a somewhat more run-down version of Byron Bay and its surrounds, with much of the filming taking place in and around Byron Bay including obviously recognisable landmarks such as the lighthouse and local beaches. The town also features in the 2016 open world[image: External link] racing video game, Forza Horizon 3[image: External link].
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Phillip Island






This article is about Phillip Island in Victoria, Australia. For the Phillip Island south of Norfolk Island, see Phillip Island (Norfolk Island)[image: External link]. For the island in British Columbia, Canada, see Philip Island (British Columbia)[image: External link].

Phillip Island is an Australian island about 140 km (87 mi) south-southeast of Melbourne, Victoria. Named after Arthur Phillip[image: External link], the first Governor of New South Wales[image: External link], Phillip Island forms a natural breakwater[image: External link] for the shallow waters of the Western Port[image: External link]. It is 26 km (16 mi) long and 9 km (5.6 mi) wide, with an area of about 100 km2 (40 sq mi).[1] It has 97 km (60 mi) of coastline and is part of the Bass Coast Shire[image: External link].

A 640 m (2,100 ft) concrete bridge (originally a wooden bridge) connects the mainland town San Remo[image: External link] with the island town Newhaven[image: External link].[1] In the 2011 census[image: External link] the island's permanent population was 9,406,[2] compared to 7,071 in 2001.[3] During the summer, the population swells to 40,000. 60% of the island is farmland devoted to grazing of sheep and cattle.
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 History




The earliest inhabitants of the area were the Yalloc Bulluk clan of the Bunurong people[image: External link], indigenous Australians[image: External link] of the Kulin[image: External link] nation.[4] In the Bunwurrung language[image: External link] the Island was known as 'Corriong' or 'Millowl'.[5] Their coastal territory with its sheltered bays meant that the Yalloc Bulluk, along with other Bunurong clans, were among the first Aboriginal people in Victoria to have contact with European mariners.[4][6]

Following reports of the 1798 exploration by George Bass[image: External link] and Matthew Flinders[image: External link], the area was frequented by sealers from Van Diemen's Land[image: External link], whose interaction with the Bunurong people[image: External link] was not without conflict.[6] In 1801, navigator James Grant[image: External link] visited the adjoining Churchill Island[image: External link] (which he named) and planted a crop of corn and wheat.[7][8] In 1826, the scientific voyage of Dumont d'Urville[image: External link], in command of the corvette Astrolabe, led to British concerns of an attempt by the French to establish a colony in Western Port[image: External link].[9] This saw the dispatch from Sydney of HMS  Fly[image: External link], under the command of Captain Wetherall, and the brigs Dragon and Amity, by Governor Darling[image: External link].[10]

While the French colonisation did not eventuate, Wetherall reported on finding a sealer's camp and also two acres of wheat and corn.[11] A fort was constructed near Rhyll[image: External link], and named Dumaresq after the Governor's private secretary. The 'abundance' of wood, quality soil and the discovery of coal[image: External link] at Cape Woolamai[image: External link], were mentioned in newspaper accounts.[11][12][13] Wetherall also erected a flag staff on 'the flat-top'd rock off Point Grant' (commonly known today as The Nobbies[image: External link]) on the Island's Western extremity as a marker for the harbour entrance.[12]

Of his encounters with the Bunurong people[image: External link], Wetherall told Darling[image: External link]:


"The Natives appear numerous, but we have not been able to obtain an interview, as they desert their camp, and run into the woods on our approach, watching our movements until we depart. As I am aware it is Your Excellency's wish to conciliate them as much as possible, I have not allowed them to be pursued, or molested in any way."



The only reservation Wetherall had was on the Island's supply of water; he dug a 'tide-well' near the fort but assessed the source as 'not in sufficient quantities for the supply of shipping' and this problem would lead to the eventual move to Settlement Point[image: External link] on the mainland coast.[11][12] During the third voyage of HMS  Beagle[image: External link], in 1839, water was 'found by digging in the centre of a clump of bushes on the outer part of the point at the N.E. extremity of the island, which at high water became an island, [and] occasionally made the water brackish' although it was noted 'better might have been found a short distance in shore, as there were abundance of shrubs and other indications of water in the neighbourhood'.[14] The water question was again addressed, by Captain Moore, who accompanied Surveyor Robert Hoddle[image: External link] in 1840, that 'water can be obtained on Phillip Island, near the best anchorage, off Sandy Point.'[15]

In 1835 Samuel Anderson established the third permanent settlement in what would be Victoria at the mainland site of Bass[image: External link] across the bay from Phillip Island.

In 1841, brothers John David and William McHaffie, were granted Phillip Island as a squatting run and took possession in 1842.[16] The McHaffie's, and later settlers, assisted the Victorian Acclimatisation society[image: External link] (forerunner of the committee which established the Melbourne Zoo[image: External link]) by introducing animals such as pheasants, deer and wallabies to Phillip Island.[17]

Plans for the first bridge to the Island, from San Remo[image: External link] to Newhaven[image: External link] commenced in 1938,[18] at a cost of £50,000, with the official opening by Premier Albert Dunstan[image: External link] taking place in November 1940.[19] A full public holiday was declared on the Island to celebrate.[19]
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The southern and western coasts of the island lie within the Phillip Island Important Bird Area[image: External link], so identified by BirdLife International[image: External link] because of its importance in supporting significant populations of fairy penguins, short-tailed shearwaters[image: External link] and Pacific gulls[image: External link].[20] In addition, there is a wildlife park where wallabies and kangaroos roam freely amongst the visitors and can be fed by hand. Seal Rocks, at the western end of the island, hosts the largest colony of fur seals[image: External link] in Australia (up to 16,000).[21] In recent years, other than local population of critically endangered endemic Burrunan dolphins[image: External link] or migratory killer whales[image: External link], southern right whales[image: External link] and humpback whales[image: External link] are starting to show recoveries in the area[22] long after commercial and illegal hunts by the Soviet Union with the help of Japan in 1970s, and the numbers using the area as nursery are growing rapidly, allowing a rise in hopes to establish commercial whale watching[image: External link] activities in the vicinity of the island.[23]
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Phillip Island experiences milder weather than Melbourne and is tempered by ocean breezes. In terms of temperature averages it has more in common with the climate of northern areas of New Zealand than with most of Australia. The mean daily maximum temperature for February is 23.8 °C (74.8 °F), while for July it is 13.7 °C (56.7 °F). The mean annual rainfall is 782.3 millimetres (30.8 in), with June being the wettest month (88.1 mm/3.5 in). The prevailing wind for most of the year is a south-westerly which blows in off Bass Strait. In terms of climate classification it is oceanic[image: External link] with cool-summer- mediterranean[image: External link] characteristics such as a relatively dry summer. Under the Trewartha[image: External link] system Phillip Island has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link], given that all months are milder than 10 °C (50 °F) with eight being required.

On 10 August 2005, snow was observed on the island.[24] This was a very unusual event.



	Climate data for Phillip Island



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	41.5

(106.7)
	39.2

(102.6)
	37.2

(99)
	33.0

(91.4)
	25.1

(77.2)
	21.8

(71.2)
	21.8

(71.2)
	23.8

(74.8)
	27.8

(82)
	30.0

(86)
	34.2

(93.6)
	39.2

(102.6)
	41.5

(106.7)



	Average high °C (°F)
	23.4

(74.1)
	23.8

(74.8)
	22.3

(72.1)
	19.8

(67.6)
	16.8

(62.2)
	14.4

(57.9)
	13.7

(56.7)
	14.5

(58.1)
	16.1

(61)
	17.9

(64.2)
	19.9

(67.8)
	21.7

(71.1)
	18.7

(65.7)



	Average low °C (°F)
	13.8

(56.8)
	14.0

(57.2)
	12.9

(55.2)
	10.7

(51.3)
	9.0

(48.2)
	7.7

(45.9)
	6.9

(44.4)
	7.3

(45.1)
	8.3

(46.9)
	8.9

(48)
	10.6

(51.1)
	11.9

(53.4)
	10.2

(50.4)



	Record low °C (°F)
	4.0

(39.2)
	4.4

(39.9)
	1.6

(34.9)
	0.7

(33.3)
	−0.2

(31.6)
	−1.5

(29.3)
	−2.3

(27.9)
	−2.0

(28.4)
	−1.0

(30.2)
	0.6

(33.1)
	0.5

(32.9)
	1.7

(35.1)
	−2.3

(27.9)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	33.6

(1.323)
	33.6

(1.323)
	49.5

(1.949)
	63.6

(2.504)
	69.3

(2.728)
	81.3

(3.201)
	76.5

(3.012)
	80.9

(3.185)
	69.8

(2.748)
	68.4

(2.693)
	61.5

(2.421)
	49.2

(1.937)
	746.9

(29.406)



	Source: [25]
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Phillip Island is a tourist destination[image: External link] visited by 3.5 million people annually.[1] The Penguin Parade at Phillip Island Nature Park[image: External link], in which little penguins[image: External link] come ashore in groups, attracts visitors from all over the world. They come to see one of the few areas where this species of penguin can be seen.

The island is recognised as having some of the most consistently reliable and varied surf conditions in the country. The island has hosted various surf events in the past, such as the Rip Curl[image: External link] Pro in 2005 and the Roxy Pro Women's Surfing Festival.

Other events include the Churchill Island Working Horse and Pioneer Festival.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Motorsport




Main article: Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit[image: External link]


Phillip Island is steeped in the history of Australian motor racing. A temporary circuit utilizing the island's interior public roads was used for the inaugural Australian Grand Prix[image: External link] in 1928[image: External link] and continued to be used for the race up until 1935[image: External link]. Racing on public road circuits continued through to 1940. In 1952 the Phillip Island Auto Racing Club was formed and commenced construction on the permanent Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit[image: External link] which opened in 1956. In 1960[image: External link] the inaugural Armstrong 500[image: External link] was held, although, with the bridge to the mainland unable to support heavy hotmix bitumen equipment, the track broke up during the third running of the race in 1962[image: External link]. The damage rendered the circuit unusable for racing and for 1963[image: External link] the Armstrong 500 was relocated to the Mount Panorama Circuit[image: External link] and over time evolved into what is known today as the Bathurst 1000[image: External link].

The circuit was refurbished and was reopened in October 1967. It was closed in 1978, but was redeveloped and re-opened in 1988 and the following year hosted the first international version of the Australian motorcycle Grand Prix[image: External link]. It continues to host the race today and is also a venue for rounds of the Superbike World Championship[image: External link], the V8 Supercars Championship[image: External link] and the Australian Drivers' Championship[image: External link].
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 Localities




Towns on the island include:



	Beachcomber[image: External link]

	Cape Woolamai[image: External link]

	Cowes[image: External link]

	Newhaven[image: External link]

	Rhyll[image: External link]

	Silverleaves[image: External link]

	Summerlands[image: External link]

	Ventnor

	Wimbledon Heights[image: External link]

	Surf Beach

	Sunderland Bay
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 Notable residents





	
Liam Hemsworth, actor

	
Chris Hemsworth, actor

	
Luke Hemsworth, actor
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 See also





	Western Port[image: External link]

	French Island[image: External link]

	Mornington Peninsula and Western Port Biosphere Reserve[image: External link]
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Elsa Pataky






This name uses Spanish naming customs[image: External link]: the first or paternal family name[image: External link] is Lafuente and the second or maternal family name is Medianu.

Elsa Lafuente Medianu (born 18 July 1976),[1] known professionally as Elsa Pataky, is a Spanish model, actress, and film producer. Pataky is best known for her role as Elena Neves[image: External link] in The Fast and the Furious franchise[image: External link]. She has appeared in the films Snakes on a Plane[image: External link] (2006), Giallo[image: External link] (2009) and Give 'Em Hell, Malone[image: External link] (2009). She also starred in the Spanish film Di Di Hollywood[image: External link] in 2010.



TOP
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 Early life




Pataky was born Elsa Lafuente Medianu in Madrid[image: External link], Spain,[1] the daughter of José Francisco Lafuente, a Spanish biochemist[image: External link], and Cristina Medianu Pataky, a publicist[image: External link] of Romanian and Hungarian ancestry.[2][3] Pataky attended the CEU San Pablo University[image: External link],[4] studying journalism and taking acting classes.
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 Career




Pataky was a member of the Madrid theatre company Teatro Cámara de Ángel Gutiérrez. Eventually, she left school when she was cast in the television series Al salir de clase.[2] Some of her subsequent films were co-productions with the UK and France, which introduced her to working in English and French. She was in the cast of the television series Queen of Swords[image: External link] (2000) as Señora Vera Hidalgo, trophy wife of Gaspar Hidalgo and mistress[image: External link] of Captain Grisham, credited in the opening titles but appearing in only 14 of the 22 episodes. She also had a recurring role in the television series Los Serrano[image: External link], playing teacher Raquel, who fell in love with her student Marcos (Fran Perea[image: External link]).

Pataky has appeared in over 10 Spanish films and co-starred in the French film Iznogoud[image: External link] (2004). She was also on the cover of August 2006 issue of Maxim[image: External link]. She was cast in 2009 in the Mexican series Mujeres Asesinas[image: External link] as Paula Moncada in the episode "Ana y Paula, Ultrajadas". She also starred in the action noir film Give 'Em Hell, Malone[image: External link] and Dario Argento[image: External link]'s Giallo[image: External link].

Pataky became the female face for the first collection of Time Force's jewelry line Ultimate Jewel, opposite football star Cristiano Ronaldo[image: External link].[5] She played Officer Elena Neves in the movie Fast Five[image: External link], with Dwayne Johnson as her partner, Luke Hobbs. MTV Networks[image: External link]' NextMovie.com named her one of the Breakout Stars to Watch for in 2011.[6] Pataky was a stand in for Natalie Portman[image: External link] in the post end credit scene in Thor: The Dark World.[7]

She reprised her role as Elena Neves in Fast & Furious 6[image: External link] (2013), Furious 7[image: External link] (2015), and The Fate of the Furious[image: External link] (2017), the respective sixth, seventh, and eighth installments of The Fast and the Furious[image: External link] film series.[8]
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 Personal life




Pataky began dating American actor Adrien Brody[image: External link] in 2006.[9] For Pataky's 31st birthday in July 2007, Brody purchased her a 19th-century estate in New York[image: External link]. Pataky and Brody were featured at their New York home in a 35-page spread for HELLO![image: External link] magazine in October 2008.[10] The pair broke up in 2009.[11]

She then began dating Australian actor Chris Hemsworth in early 2010, after meeting through their mutual representatives.[12] Pataky and Hemsworth married over the Christmas[image: External link] holidays in 2010.[13] They have three children: daughter India Rose (born May 11, 2012)[14] and twin sons, Tristan and Sasha (born March 18, 2014).[15][16]

In September 2012, Pataky won €310,000 in Spain's supreme court against publishing group Ediciones Zeta. In March 2007, Interviu[image: External link] magazine, owned by the Zeta, published topless photos of Pataky that had been taken with a long lens while Pataky was changing clothes during a photoshoot for Elle[image: External link] magazine. The Zeta group said it would appeal the decision.[17]

In addition to Spanish, she is fluent in English, Romanian, Italian, Portuguese, and French.[18]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1997
	Solo en la buhardilla
	Chica revista
	Short



	2000
	The Art of Dying [19]
	Candela
	



	2000
	Tatawo[19]
	Blanqui
	



	2000
	Less Is More [19]
	Diana
	



	2001
	Don't Tempt Me[image: External link]
	Waitress in Hell
	



	2001
	Twelfth Night[19]
	Marta Cuspineda
	



	2002
	Peor imposible ¿qué puede fallar?[19]
	Fátima
	



	2003
	Beyond Re-Animator[image: External link]
	Laura Olney
	



	2003
	El furgón[19]
	Nina
	



	2003
	Atraco a las 3... y media[19]
	Katya
	



	2004
	Romasanta: The Werewolf Hunt[image: External link]
	Barbara
	



	2004
	Tiovivo c. 1950[image: External link]
	Balbina
	



	2005
	Iznogoud[image: External link]
	Prehti-Ouhman
	



	2005
	Arquitectura efímera deconstruida
	Vídeo 'Retorciendo palabras'
	Video



	2005
	Ninette[image: External link]
	Alajandra 'Ninette'
	



	2006
	Snakes on a Plane[image: External link]
	Maria
	



	2007
	Manual of Love 2[image: External link]
	Cecilia
	



	2008
	Máncora[19]
	Ximena Saavedra
	



	2008
	Skate or Die[image: External link]
	Dany
	



	2008
	Santos[19]
	Laura Luna
	



	2009
	Giallo[image: External link]
	Celine
	



	2009
	Give 'Em Hell, Malone[image: External link]
	Evelyn
	



	2010
	Mr. Nice[image: External link]
	Ilza Kadegis
	



	2010
	Di Di Hollywood[image: External link]
	Di Di
	



	2011
	La importancia de llamarse Enesto
	
	Short



	2011
	Fast Five[image: External link]
	Elena Neves
	



	2011
	Where the Road Meets the Sun[20]
	Michelle
	



	2011
	Snowflake, the White Gorilla[19]
	Bruja del Norte
	aka Copito de nieve



	2013
	All Things to All Men[image: External link]
	Sophia Peters
	



	2013
	Fast & Furious 6[image: External link]
	Elena Neves
	



	2013
	The Wine of Summer[image: External link]
	Veronica
	Also producer



	2013
	Thor: The Dark World
	Jane Foster[image: External link]
	Uncredited; Stand-in[image: External link] for Natalie Portman[image: External link]



	2015
	Furious 7[image: External link]
	Elena Neves
	



	2017
	The Fate of the Furious[image: External link]
	Elena Neves[21]
	



	2018
	Horse Soldiers
	
	Filming
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1997
	Al salir de clase
	Raquel Alonso
	192 Episodes



	1998
	Tio Willy
	
	1 Episode



	1998
	La vida en el aire
	
	13 Episodes



	2000
	Hospital Central[image: External link]
	Maribel
	2 Episodes



	2000
	Queen of Swords[image: External link]
	Vera Hidalgo
	14 Episodes



	2002
	Clara
	
	TV movie



	2002
	Paraíso
	Luisa
	1 Episode: "El cebo"



	2003
	7 vidas[image: External link]
	Cristina
	1 Episode: "La jaula de las locas"



	2003
	Los Serrano[image: External link]
	Raquel Albaladejo
	11 Episodes



	2005
	Films to Keep You Awake: The Christmas Tale[22]
	Ekran
	TV movie



	2009
	Mujeres asesinas
	Paula Moncada
	1 Episode: "Ana y Paula, ultrajadas"
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Luke Hemsworth






Luke Hemsworth (born 5 November 1980) is an Australian actor who is known for his role as Nathan Tyson[image: External link] in the TV series Neighbours and Ashley Stubbs in the HBO[image: External link] sci-fi series Westworld[image: External link].
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 Early life




Luke Hemsworth was born on 5 November 1980 in Melbourne, Australia, the son of Leonie (née van Os), an English teacher, and Craig Hemsworth, a social-services counselor.[1] He is the older brother of actors Chris and Liam Hemsworth.[2] His maternal grandfather is a Dutch immigrant, and his other ancestry is English, Irish, Scottish, and German.[3]
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 Career




Hemsworth trained in acting at the National Institute of Dramatic Art[image: External link].[4] He started his career on the Australian soap opera Neighbours as Nathan Tyson[image: External link]. Mainly a television actor, Hemsworth has appeared in TV series such as The Saddle Club, Blue Heelers[image: External link], Last Man Standing[image: External link], All Saints[image: External link], and Satisfaction[image: External link]. In 2012, he starred in the 6-part miniseries[image: External link] Bikie Wars: Brothers in Arms[image: External link] as Gregory "Shadow" Campbell. He is set to star in the upcoming Australian war film The 34th Battalion[image: External link] as Robinson.

He currently stars in HBO's Westworld[image: External link] as security officer Ashley Stubbs.
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001–2002
	Neighbours
	Nathan Tyson[image: External link]
	10 episodes



	2003
	The Saddle Club
	Simon
	Episode: "Foster Horse: Part 1"



	2004
	Blue Heelers[image: External link]
	Glen Peters
	2 episodes



	2005
	Last Man Standing[image: External link]
	Shannon Gazal
	3 episodes



	2005
	All Saints[image: External link]
	Ben Simpson
	Episode: "Out of Darkness"



	2007
	Satisfaction[image: External link]
	Paul the Butcher
	Episode: "Lauren Rising"



	2008
	Neighbours
	John Carter
	3 episodes



	2008
	The Elephant Princess[image: External link]
	Uncle Harry
	Episode: "The Big Gig"



	2009
	Carla Cametti PD[image: External link]
	Electrician
	Episode: "Love, Honour and Cherish"



	2009
	Tangle[image: External link]
	John
	2 episodes



	2011
	The Bazura Project[image: External link]
	Villain
	Episode: "Money"



	2012
	Bikie Wars: Brothers in Arms[image: External link]
	Gregory "Shadow" Campbell
	Miniseries



	2012
	Winners & Losers[image: External link]
	Jackson Norton
	2 episodes



	2014
	The Reckoning[image: External link]
	Detective Jason Pearson
	



	2014
	The Anomaly[image: External link]
	Agent Richard Elkin
	



	2014
	Kill Me Three Times[image: External link]
	Dylan Smith
	



	2015
	Infini[image: External link]
	Charlie Kent
	



	2016–present
	Westworld[image: External link]
	Ashley Stubbs
	Main role



	2016
	Science Fiction Volume One: The Osiris Child
	Travek
	



	2017
	Hickok
	Wild Bill Hickok
	In post-production



	TBA
	The 34th Battalion[image: External link]
	Robinson
	In post-production
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Liam Hemsworth






Liam Hemsworth (born 13 January 1990)[1] is an Australian actor. He played the role of Josh Taylor[image: External link] in the soap opera Neighbours and as Marcus on the children's television series The Elephant Princess[image: External link]. In American films, Hemsworth starred in The Last Song[image: External link] (2010), as Gale Hawthorne[image: External link] in The Hunger Games film series[image: External link] (2012-2015), and as Jake Morrison in Independence Day: Resurgence[image: External link] (2016).

Hemsworth's older brothers, Luke and Chris, are also actors.
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 Early life




Hemsworth was born in Melbourne, Australia, to Leonie (née van Os), an English teacher, and Craig Hemsworth, a social-services counsellor.[2][3][4] His two older brothers are Chris and Luke Hemsworth, who also work as actors.[5] His maternal grandfather is a Dutch immigrant, and his other ancestry is English, Irish, Scottish, and German.[6] Hemsworth has said that though there is competition for jobs among them, it is friendly: "We are brothers and we are always competitive, but it is a good thing, it pushes us and we are always happy whenever someone books something."[7]

When Hemsworth was in year 8[image: External link], he and his family relocated to Phillip Island,[8] a small Australian island southeast of Melbourne. Hemsworth says he spent much of his time there surfing[image: External link] with his brothers.[9] In March 2009, Hemsworth moved to the United States[image: External link] to pursue his career there.[10] He and his brother Chris first stayed in the guest house of Chris's manager, William Ward,[11] before renting their own Los Angeles apartment.[7]
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 Acting career
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 2007–2010: Career beginnings




Prior to becoming an actor, Hemsworth laid floors for six months.[7] He began to seriously consider following his elder brothers' footsteps in high school by participating in school plays. Eventually, Hemsworth retained an agent.[9] He attended his first audition at the age of sixteen[12] and began his career in 2007 with guest appearances on the shows Home and Away and McLeod's Daughters[image: External link].[13] The week of 8 July 2007, Hemsworth began filming episodes for Neighbours, an Australian soap opera his brother Luke had previously starred in.[14] Hemsworth's character, Josh Taylor[image: External link], was a recurring character from 2007 to 2008. In the show, Josh was an athletic paraplegic[image: External link] who supported and began a relationship with character Bridget Parker[image: External link] after she was paralysed down one side of her body in a car crash.[15] In 2008, Hemsworth began acting on the children's television show The Elephant Princess, playing "Marcus", the lead guitarist of the protagonist's band.[13][16] Hemsworth later had roles in the television series Satisfaction[image: External link] and starred in the British film Triangle[image: External link].[13] He also made a brief appearance as an MIT[image: External link] student in the film Knowing[image: External link].[17]

In 2009, Hemsworth was selected to act opposite Sylvester Stallone[image: External link] in Stallone's 2010 film, The Expendables[image: External link], but his character was written out of the script (Hemsworth later co-starred in The Expendables 2[image: External link]).[5] Hemsworth's brother, Chris, told Movieline[image: External link] that just a few hours after Hemsworth learned he would not appear in The Expendables, director Kenneth Branagh[image: External link] called to ask him to test for the lead role in the 2011 film Thor.[5] Hemsworth moved to the States in March 2009 for screen tests[image: External link].[10] Though he eventually lost the part to Chris in May,[11] Disney announced later the same week that Hemsworth had landed the part of Will Blakelee in the 2010 drama The Last Song[image: External link], based on the Nicholas Sparks[image: External link] novel by the same name[image: External link]. Hemsworth plays the love interest of Miley Cyrus[image: External link]'s character in the film.[18] Nikki Finke reported that Hemsworth had been in Los Angeles for just three weeks and had not yet found an agent when he was cast.[11] Hemsworth next appeared in the music video for Cyrus' "When I Look at You[image: External link]"[19] which was recorded on 16 August 2009.[20]

In September 2009, Hemsworth appeared at a dinner event to promote Foxtel[image: External link], an Australian pay television[image: External link] company.[21] In March 2010, Details magazine selected Hemsworth as one of their predictions for "The Next Generation of Hollywood's Leading Men".[17] Later that month, it was announced that Hemsworth was in negotiations to star in Arabian Nights, a 3D action film that will be directed by Chuck Russell[image: External link] for Inferno Entertainment.[22] It was later confirmed that he will be starring in the movie.[23] He has also reportedly been offered the lead role in Northern Lights after Taylor Lautner[image: External link] withdrew from the David Ellison-financed project.[23]

Hemsworth was the Nickelodeon Australian Kids' Choice Awards 2010[image: External link] host. He and Miley Cyrus[image: External link] won the "Fave Kiss" category.[24]

Hemsworth starred in the music video for "Colder Weather[image: External link]" by the Zac Brown Band[image: External link].[25]
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 2011–present




On 4 April 2011, Lionsgate announced Hemsworth to be one of the leads, Gale Hawthorne[image: External link], in The Hunger Games, which was released in 2012.[26] In June 2011, he became attached to war drama Love and Honor[image: External link] which also stars Aimee Teegarden[image: External link] and Teresa Palmer[image: External link].[27]

In 2013, Hemsworth appeared in Empire State[image: External link], with Emma Roberts[image: External link], and Paranoia[image: External link], co-starring Harrison Ford[image: External link], Gary Oldman[image: External link] and Amber Heard[image: External link].

He reprised his role, Gale Hawthorne, in three sequels to The Hunger Games, The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link], released in November 2013, The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1[image: External link], released in November 2014, and The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 2[image: External link], released in November 2015.

On 11 June 2012, Los Angeles-based non-profit organization Australians in Film[image: External link] announced that Hemsworth would be honoured at an exclusive benefit dinner on 27 June 2012 in Hollywood[image: External link].[28] Hemsworth attended the invitation only event, held at the Intercontinental Hotel in Century City[image: External link], with his then fiancée Miley Cyrus[image: External link]. It was their first public appearance together as an engaged couple.[29] In 2015, Hemsworth portrayed the love interest of Kate Winslet[image: External link]'s character in the Australian literary adaptation The Dressmaker[image: External link], which was filmed in Victoria in the summer of 2014.[30][31] In 2016, Hemsworth starred in director Roland Emmerich[image: External link]'s 2016 film Independence Day: Resurgence[image: External link].[32]
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 Personal life




While filming The Last Song in June 2009, Hemsworth began a relationship with his co-star Miley Cyrus[image: External link].[33] After three years of having an on-again, off-again relationship[image: External link], the couple announced their engagement in June 2012.[34] They lived together in Los Angeles[35] but ended their engagement in September 2013.[36] In July 2014, Hemsworth noted that he and Cyrus would "always be best friends" and they had "an instantaneous and powerful connection."[37] Rumors began in early 2016, stemming primarily from sightings of the couple together at his Malibu home and the reappearance of the engagement ring on Cyrus.[38] Miley Cyrus[image: External link] confirmed in an interview on The Ellen DeGeneres Show[image: External link] in October 2016 that they were, once again, engaged.[39]

Hemsworth is the ambassador of the Australian Childhood Foundation. Hemsworth talked about his association with the foundation, "I have the best parents you can have. They have worked in child protection for twenty years and have only ever given me encouragement and support. The world is a scary enough place as it is for children. It is important that home should always be a safe place for them." When asked if he believed he was a hero to children, Liam said he did not know, but that he would like to be a good role model.[40]

Hemsworth is vegan and told Men's Fitness that he found "no negatives to eating like this. I feel nothing but positive, mentally and physically."[41] He was named PETA[image: External link]'s Sexiest Vegetarian Celebrity of 2016.[42]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	2009
	Knowing[image: External link]
	Spencer
	



	2009
	Triangle[image: External link]
	Victor
	



	2010
	The Last Song[image: External link]
	Will Blakelee
	



	2012
	The Hunger Games
	Gale Hawthorne[image: External link]
	



	2012
	The Expendables 2[image: External link]
	Billy "The Kid" Timmons
	



	2013
	Love and Honor[image: External link]
	Mickey Wright
	



	2013
	Paranoia[image: External link]
	Adam Cassidy
	



	2013
	Empire State[image: External link]
	Chris Potamitis
	



	2013
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link]
	Gale Hawthorne
	



	2014
	Cut Bank[image: External link]
	Dwayne McLaren
	



	2014
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1[image: External link]
	Gale Hawthorne
	



	2015
	The Dressmaker[image: External link]
	Ted McSwiney
	



	2015
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2[image: External link]
	Gale Hawthorne
	



	2016
	Independence Day: Resurgence[image: External link]
	Jake Morrison
	



	2016
	The Duel[image: External link]
	David Kingston
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 Television






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Home and Away
	
	1 Episode



	2007
	McLeod's Daughters[image: External link]
	Damo
	1 Episode: Leaving the Nest



	2007
	Neighbours
	Josh Taylor[image: External link]
	25 Episodes



	2008
	The Elephant Princess[image: External link]
	Marcus
	26 Episodes



	2009
	Satisfaction[image: External link]
	Marc
	2 Episodes



	2015
	The Muppets[image: External link]
	Himself
	1 Episode: "Bear Left Then Bear Write"



	2016
	Workaholics[image: External link]
	Cushing Ward
	1 Episode
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 Awards and nominations




On 27 June 2012, Liam Hemsworth was presented with the Australians in Film[image: External link] Breakthrough Award for international success.[28]



	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	The Last Song[image: External link]
	Young Hollywood Breakthrough of the Year[image: External link]
	Won



	Nickelodeon Australian Kids' Choice Awards Favorite Kiss[image: External link]
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards Male Breakout[image: External link]
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards Best Liplock[image: External link] with Miley Cyrus[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Award for Best Movie Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards Best Movie Chemistry[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	The Hunger Games
	Teen Choice Scene Stealer: Male[image: External link]
	Nominated



	People's Choice Awards Chemistry (shared with Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson)
	Won



	MTV Movie Award for Best Breakthrough Performance[image: External link]
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Award for Best Cast[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Award for Choice Hottie-Male
	Nominated



	2014
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link]
	Teen Choice Award for Actor Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1[image: External link]
	Teen Choice Award for Actor Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2017
	Independence Day: Resurgence[image: External link]
	People's Choice Awards: Favorite Action Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
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Kim Hyde






Kimberly Jonathan "Kim" Hyde was a fictional character[image: External link] from the Australian soap opera Home and Away, played by Chris Hemsworth. He made his first on screen appearance on 17 February 2004 and departed on 3 July 2007.
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 Casting




Hemsworth originally auditioned for the role of Robbie Hunter, but he was turned down by the Home and Away producers and the role went to Jason Smith[image: External link].[1] Hemsworth was then asked to return and try out for the role of Kim Hyde.[1] He won the role and had to relocate to Sydney to film his scenes.[2] Of joining Home and Away, Hemsworth said "The role in Home and Away is consistent work for me and is a great experience. It is so fast-paced and basically it allows me to learn a lot about the industry."[2] Hemsworth appeared for three and a half years on Home and Away, before leaving in 2007 to focus on his film career.[3][4] Hemsworth returned to the set of Home and Away in November 2014 to film a scene in the Pier Diner[image: External link], as an extra and not as his character Kim Hyde, in which he was seen at a table in the background, wearing a black baseball cap.[5][6] He appeared in the episode broadcast on 19 May 2015.[6]
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 Storylines




Kim arrives in Summer Bay after his father, Barry (Ivar Kants[image: External link]) is appointed principal of Summer Bay High at the start of the school year. It is clear the two do not get along and already had previous issues when Barry taught at Kim's previous school. He quickly befriends Robbie and embarrasses him in front of his girlfriend Tasha Andrews (Isabel Lucas[image: External link]) when he questions Robbie's virginity. The moment is interrupted when the three witness Noah Lawson[image: External link] (Beau Brady[image: External link]) wipe out[image: External link] while surfing. Kim dives into the sea and saves Noah. Robbie and Tasha are impressed with his heroics and suggest he join a swimming team, which Kim declines having previously been on one. Kim and Barry's relationship becomes more and more strained to the point where Kim moves in with Tasha and Irene Roberts[image: External link]. His ex, Brooke McPherson (Alyssa McClelland[image: External link]) returns, telling him he is the father of her son Charlie. Kim is furious when realises Barry knew about the child but grows to love Charlie. The truth is revealed that Charlie is not his son and Brooke leaves, with Kim and Barry's relationship no better than before. He then drops out of school and begins working at the gym after Tasha buys him a share much to his father's chagrin. He re-enrolls after Noah's death and participates in a memorial concert.

Matilda Hunter[image: External link] (Indiana Evans[image: External link]) takes an interest in Kim and feigns drowning to get his attention only for it to backfire and end up struggling for real. However, she is rescued. Matilda overhears Kim talking to Robbie and saying he will ask out his sister. However, Kim means Robbie and Matilda's older sister, Kit[image: External link] (Amy Mizzi[image: External link]). Kim and Kit begin a relationship before she heads to Paris. Kim gets his driver's license and takes a camping trip with Robbie and Tasha. Robbie steps on a needle and fears he has contracted HIV. Kim supports him, but their friendship becomes somewhat strained when Robbie's behaviour becomes erratic. During this time, Kim becomes close to Noah's widow, Hayley[image: External link] (Bec Cartwright[image: External link]; Ella Scott Lynch[image: External link]) and they have a brief fling which ends.

Kim dates Eve Jacobsen[image: External link] (Emily Perry[image: External link]), who is using the identity of Zoe McCallister[image: External link]. When Kim returns from the city after a break, he is alarmed to learn that Eve has apparently died and was the Summer Bay Stalker. His next big shock is Hayley is pregnant and he is possibly the father, Scott Hunter[image: External link] (Kip Gamblin[image: External link]) who is dating Hayley is also a possibility. Scott and Hayley break up, and Kim gets together with Hayley and he proposes, but some people suspect Hayley is only with Kim because of the baby. On the day of the wedding, Hayley discovers she still loves Scott and jilts Kim at the altar. Scott proposes to Hayley and they plan to leave Summer Bay with baby Noah[image: External link], which infuriates Kim and he seeks legal advice. After a meeting, Kim is run over by a car and it is revealed he does not share the baby's blood type, meaning he is not the father despite paternity results saying so (they were secretly swapped by Eve). Scott and Hayley leave for Paris and Kim becomes depressed.

He then befriends Kylie Kopperton[image: External link] (Leah Etkind) who introduces him to ecstasy. Kim overdoses one night and is thrown out of a car outside the hospital during the storm. Rachel Armstrong[image: External link] (Amy Mathews[image: External link]) finds him and he is revived. She becomes his counsellor in order to help him handle his recent grief. They become closer and Kim steps up his quest to woo her and they become a couple. Brian Helpman[image: External link] (John Noble), Rachel's superior begins blackmailing her about the relationship and Rachel is forced to come clean and is luckily able to continue as a doctor. Kim is shocked when Barry is unmasked as the murderer of local mayor Josh West[image: External link] (Daniel Collopy[image: External link]) who blackmailed him about the death of Kim's mother, Kerry and stands by his father. During this time, Charlie McKinnon[image: External link] (Matt Levett) befriends Kim and Rachel and becomes dangerously obsessed with Kim. Charlie kidnaps Rachel but he is foiled and instituationalised. When Eve reappears much to the shock of everyone at Jack Holden[image: External link] (Paul O'Brien[image: External link]) and Martha MacKenzie[image: External link]'s (Jodi Gordon[image: External link]) wedding and causes an explosion which kills her, Tracey Thompson[image: External link] (Sarah Enright) and Rachel's mother, Elaine[image: External link] (Julie Hudspeth), Kim is among the casualties. He, Robbie, Matilda, Martha, Kit and Belle Taylor[image: External link] (Jessica Tovey[image: External link]) are airlifted to the city but their helicopter crashes in the bush, leaving them stranded. While the others go for help, Kim stays behind with Kit and fearing they will die, the pair have sex. The party is found and Kim and Kit's liaison is revealed to Rachel, who forgives Kim.

Following an unfounded accusation from Tara O'Neill[image: External link] (Cashelle Dunn) of sexual assault and his wedding to Rachel, the drama in Kim's life escalates when Kit returns for the Christmas, announcing she is pregnant with their child. Rachel has some difficulty accepting after plans to adopt Lee Morton[image: External link]'s (Natasha Lee) newborn son Joe[image: External link], fall through. Kim and Kit grow closer together and Kim and Rachel's marriage begins to feel strained. Kim and Kit share a kiss, and following the revelation that Rachel slept with Hugh Sullivan[image: External link] (Rodger Corser[image: External link]), Kim decides to leave her and be with Kit and baby Archie in the city.
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 Reception




For his portrayal of Kim, Hemsworth won the Most Popular New Male Talent award at the 2005 Logie Awards[image: External link], he also received a nomination for Most Popular Actor[image: External link].[7][8] The following year, Hemsworth was again nominated for Most Popular Actor.[9] At the first Digital Spy Soap Awards[image: External link], Hemsworth earned a nomination for Best Exit.[10] Hannah Rand of The Daily Telegraph said Hemsworth was "born to play hunky high school dropout" Kim, due to his physique and pin-up looks.[1]
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Home and Away






For other uses, see Home and Away[image: External link].

Home and Away (often abbreviated as H&A) is an Australian television soap opera[image: External link]. It was created by Alan Bateman and commenced broadcast on the Seven Network[image: External link] on 17 January 1988. Bateman came up with the concept of the show during a trip to Kangaroo Point, New South Wales[image: External link], where he noticed locals were complaining about the construction of a foster home and against the idea of foster children from the city living in the area. The soap opera was initially going to be called Refuge, but the name was changed to the "friendlier" title of Home and Away once production began. The show premiered with a ninety-minute pilot episode (subsequently in re-runs known as Home and Away: The Movie). Since then, each subsequent episode has aired for a duration of twenty-two minutes and Home and Away has become the second-longest drama series in Australian television. In Australia, it is currently broadcast from Mondays to Thursdays at 7:00 pm (on Thursdays, two episodes are played in a one-hour block).

Home and Away follows the lives and loves of the residents in Summer Bay[image: External link], a fictional seaside town of New South Wales[image: External link]. The series initially focused on the Fletcher family – Tom[image: External link] (Roger Oakley[image: External link]) and Pippa[image: External link] (Vanessa Downing[image: External link]), and their five foster children, Frank Morgan[image: External link] (Alex Papps[image: External link]), Carly Morris[image: External link] (Sharyn Hodgson[image: External link]), Lynn Davenport[image: External link] (Helena Bozich), Steven Matheson[image: External link] (Adam Willits[image: External link]) and Sally Fletcher[image: External link] (Kate Ritchie[image: External link]) – who relocated from the city and moved into the Summer Bay House[image: External link], where they took on the new job of running the caravan park, and eventually took in a sixth foster child, Bobby Simpson[image: External link] (Nicolle Dickson[image: External link]). Home and Away was not without controversy. During the first season alone, it featured several adult-themed storylines such as teen pregnancy, drug and alcohol addiction and drug overdose. A storyline in particular, concerning rape, outraged the public and a protest erupted, as viewers deemed it an inappropriate subject to be covering in an early evening time slot. The series has dealt with similar storylines over the years which have often exceeded its restricted time slot. Palm Beach[image: External link] in Sydney's Northern Beaches[image: External link] district has been used as the location for Summer Bay since 1988. The exterior scenes are filmed mainly at Palm Beach, while the interior scenes are filmed at the Australian Technology Park[image: External link] in Redfern[image: External link].

Home and Away has been sold to over eighty countries around the world, making it one of Australia's successful media exports. It is popular in the United Kingdom, and is one of the highest-rating shows on RTÉ Television[image: External link] in Ireland and TV2[image: External link] in New Zealand. In Australia, Home and Away is the most awarded program at the Logie Awards[image: External link], with a total of forty-six wins, including Best Drama Program[image: External link]. Some cast members have won several other awards such as the Gold Logie for Most Popular Personality on Australian Television[image: External link], Silver Logie for Most Popular Actor[image: External link], and Most Popular Actress[image: External link]. In 2015, Home and Away was inducted into the Logie Hall of Fame[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




After the Seven Network[image: External link] cancelled their soap opera Neighbours on 12 July 1985 due to low ratings, rival network Ten[image: External link] picked it up and turned it into a success.[1] A couple of years later, Seven's head of drama, Alan Bateman, became desperate to get back into the soap market and began to work out how to launch another soap that was not a copy of Neighbours.[2] While on a trip to Kangaroo Point, New South Wales[image: External link] with his family, Bateman began talking to locals who were "up in arms" over the construction of a foster home for children from the city.[2][3] Seeing the degree of conflict the "influx of parentless children on a tight-knit community" was having, Bateman came away with the idea for a new serial.[3] He explained "Nobody in the community wanted them to move in and I began to wonder how streetwise city kids would adapt to the new lifestyle. Suddenly I thought, there is my slice of life in a community."[2] Bateman began outlining the storyline and set the serial in the fictional town of Summer Bay[image: External link]. While Seven Network executives were unconvinced by the idea, audience research was positive.[2] The soap opera was initially called Refuge, but the name was changed to the "friendlier" title of Home and Away once production began.[2]

Home and Away has since become the second-longest drama series in Australian television after Neighbours.[4][5] During the show's first season in 1988, a rape storyline for the character Carly Morris[image: External link] (Sharyn Hodgson[image: External link]) outraged the public and a protest erupted, as viewers deemed it an inappropriate subject to be covering in an early evening time slot.[6] In 2002, several former characters such as Frank Morgan[image: External link] (Alex Papps[image: External link]), Carly Morris (Sharyn Hodgson), Steven Matheson[image: External link] (Adam Willits[image: External link]), Blake Dean[image: External link] (Les Hill[image: External link]) and Sophie Simpson[image: External link] (Rebekah Elmaloglou[image: External link]) returned for a special storyline to mark the 150th anniversary of settlement in Summer Bay.[7][8] The storyline featured a majority of the cast boarded onto a ferry boat for a night cruise; however, a massive storm ruined the celebrations, leading the boat to sink.[9] In July 2005, Home and Away celebrated its 4000th episode, which saw many former cast members return for Alf Stewart[image: External link]'s (Ray Meagher[image: External link]) surprise 60th birthday party.[10][11][12] In March 2007, the commercial television industry's Annual Code Complaint Report revealed that Home and Away was the eighth most complained about show on Australian television, and the only drama series in the top ten complaint list.[13] From 1 July 2005 to 30 June 2006, there were 23 written complaints about the show as viewers thought it was inappropriate for it to be shown in its 7:00 pm timeslot.[13]

In March 2009, it was alleged that Seven had agreed to censor a then-upcoming lesbian kiss scene between Charlie Buckton[image: External link] (Esther Anderson[image: External link]) and Joey Collins[image: External link] (Kate Bell[image: External link]), after receiving many complaints from conservative groups and mothers who did not want their children exposed to same-sex relationships in a family show.[14][15] Seven's head of creative drama, Bevan Lee, later confirmed that the censorship allegations were in fact false and that the scene would still go to air as planned.[16] Home and Away celebrated its 21st year in production in Sydney on 23 July 2009.[4] The mayor of Sydney's Pittwater Council[image: External link] presented cast members with the key to Palm Beach[image: External link], the filming location for the show.[4] At the end of 2011, Cameron Welsh[image: External link] left his role as the series producer.[17][18] Welsh previously played the character Mitch McColl[image: External link] from 1999 until 2001 and then became the series producer for Home and Away in 2007.[17] Former All Saints[image: External link] producer Lucy Addario took over as series producer in January 2012.[17][18] In August 2012, Home and Away's official Australian Facebook[image: External link] page reached one million likes, becoming the first Australian television show to reach this milestone.[19] The Facebook page was established in November 2009 and is followed by fans mostly in Australia, Ireland, New Zealand, Norway and the United Kingdom.[19] In 2013, Home and Away celebrated its 25th anniversary and former cast member Kate Ritchie[image: External link] (Sally Fletcher[image: External link]) returned for a special storyline to coincide with the celebrations.[20][21] For the first time in the show's history, Home and Away aired a two-hander[image: External link] episode, featuring only the characters Ricky Sharpe[image: External link] (Bonnie Sveen[image: External link]) and Darryl "Brax" Braxton[image: External link] (Steve Peacocke[image: External link]), on 14 February 2016.[22][23]

In January 2018, Home and Away will celebrate its 30th anniversary.
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 Settings




Main article: Summer Bay[image: External link]


Home and Away is set in Summer Bay[image: External link], a fictional seaside town of New South Wales[image: External link]. Locations within the town include the beach, a high school[image: External link], diner[image: External link], bait shop[image: External link], garage[image: External link] and a surf club[image: External link], which includes a gym, small kiosk and an upstairs restaurant.[24] Characters in the show live at surrounding neighbouring areas such as the Summer Bay House[image: External link], Summer Bay Caravan Park[image: External link], Beach House[image: External link], The Farmhouse[image: External link], Pier Flat[image: External link], and Saxon Avenue[image: External link]. Other fictional towns mentioned and sometimes seen in Home and Away are Mangrove River[image: External link] and Yabbie Creek[image: External link].[25][26]

Palm Beach[image: External link] in Sydney's Northern Beaches[image: External link] district has been used as the location for Summer Bay since Home and Away began in 1988.[24][26][27] It has since become popular with tourists, and tours to the show's exterior sets at Palm Beach run throughout the year.[24][28][29] The exterior scenes are filmed mainly at Palm Beach and at Fisherman's Beach in Collaroy[image: External link].[24][26][30] Interior scenes for the show were filmed at the Seven Network's Sydney studios in Epping[image: External link] until 2010. Following the closure of these studios in early 2010, the interiors are now filmed at the Australian Technology Park[image: External link] in Redfern[image: External link].[31][32] The Jackeroo Ranch estate in Kenthurst[image: External link] had been used for the exterior sets of the Summer Bay House and Caravan Park since 1988.[26] After both sets were destroyed by a bushfire in December 2002, the caravan park set was moved and filmed at other locations such as the Waratah Park Earth Sanctuary between 2007–09 and the Lane Cove River Tourist Park[image: External link] between 2010–14.[26][33][34] A replica of the Summer Bay House was rebuilt in its original location at the Kenthurst estate several years later, with the exception of a grey roof instead of a red one.[26][35] The caravan park set moved back to the estate after the house was rebuilt, and both exterior sets made their on-screen returns in 2015.[36] The Summer Bay House is the only house to still be seen on screen since the pilot episode.[26]

Aside from New South Wales, Home and Away has also filmed scenes in other states of Australia. In May 2012, the show filmed scenes at Flinders Ranges[image: External link] and Nilpena Station[image: External link] in South Australia[image: External link] for a storyline in which Casey Braxton[image: External link] (Lincoln Younes[image: External link]) was kidnapped and taken to the outback by Kyle Braxton[image: External link] (Nic Westaway[image: External link]).[37][38][39] The following month, Home and Away filmed scenes in Melbourne for the second time.[40] In November 2014, the show filmed an episode at the Australian War Memorial[image: External link] in Canberra[image: External link] with several cast members, as a tribute to the Anzac Centenary[image: External link]. The episode centered around Alf Stewart (Ray Meagher), "who becomes upset with the younger generation's perceived lack of respect for Anzac Day, and joins the school trip to Canberra to visit the War Memorial."[41][42] Outside of Australia, Home and Away has filmed in Hawaii[image: External link] once and in the UK three times.[37][43][44]
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 Broadcasting




In Australia, Home and Away currently airs on the Seven Network[image: External link] at 7:00 pm from Mondays to Thursdays, going up against rival current affairs[image: External link] shows A Current Affair[image: External link] on the Nine Network[image: External link], and The Project[image: External link] on Network Ten[image: External link].[45] The show is on air for approximately 45 weeks each year.[46] Each season is usually broadcast from January/February and conclude with the season finale in November/December, as it goes off air for a two months during the Christmas and New Year period. The last five aired episodes shown are available to watch on the Home and Away official Australian website, as part of the Seven Network's catch up TV service.[47] They are also broadcast in an omnibus edition each Sunday on Seven's digital multichannel 7Two[image: External link].[48]

When the show first began in 1988, it aired at 5:30 pm in Adelaide[image: External link], at 6:00 pm in Melbourne and Sydney, at 6:30 pm in Brisbane[image: External link], and at 7:00 pm in Perth[image: External link].[49] In January 1992, Seven moved Home and Away to the 7:00 pm timeslot across the network.[49] On 3 November 2009, 7Two began airing repeat episodes of the show from the very beginning at 9:30 am, before moving to 9:00 am.[48][50] Since its premiere, the show had been screened as a 22-minute episode each weeknight. However, beginning in March 2013, Better Homes and Gardens[image: External link] began replacing Home and Away on Fridays to make way for Seven's AFL coverage[image: External link].[51] Friday's episodes of Home and Away now air on Thursdays at 7:30 pm.[51]

Since 2000, Home and Away has ceased broadcast mid-season for two weeks during the Olympic Games and the episode to screen prior to this is referred to as an 'Olympic cliffhanger'. An Olympic cliffhanger episode would usually involve increased drama, with the peak of a storyline, similar to a season finale episode, and the outcome of the cliffhanger to conclude after the Olympics. Olympic cliffhangers have been broadcast in 2000, 2004, 2008 and 2016, with the exclusion of 2012, as the Nine Network[image: External link] screened the 2012 London Olympics[image: External link].[52]
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 International




Home and Away has been sold to over 80 countries around the world, making it one of Australia's successful media exports.[53][54]

In the United Kingdom, Home and Away was first broadcast on ITV[image: External link] from 11 February 1989 until 8 June 2000.[55][56] Home and Away was shown twice a day on ITV, with a lunchtime showing and a tea time repeat; many regions aired it at around 5:10 pm, while others at 6:00 pm or even 6:30 pm.[57][58] The show attracted up to eight million viewers, making it one of ITV's top 30 rated programmes.[58][59] It also helped boost audiences for ITV's regional and early evening news bulletins.[59] During the show's last year on ITV, Home and Away attracted an average audience of 4.4 million for its early-evening repeats.[56] In February 2000, it was announced that Home and Away would be moving to rival Channel 5[image: External link] after they bought the rights to the show in a £40m auction deal.[58][59] ITV reportedly offered twice the amount by Channel 5, but the Seven Network in Australia were swayed by Channel 5's commitment to the long-term future of the show in a deal of more than five years.[58][59] After its run on ITV ended, Home and Away went off air for 12 months as ITV had an exclusivity clause that prevented any other broadcaster from airing the show for a year.[58][59] After a delay in screening, Home and Away made its debut on Channel 5 on 16 July 2001.[60] Channel 5 currently airs Home and Away at 1:15 pm each week day, with a repeat at 6:00 pm.[61] UK viewers are able to catch up with episodes on 5* and online via Demand 5[image: External link].[61] The show is currently six weeks behind the Australian broadcast.[46] As Channel 5 continue to go on hiatus annually during the Christmas holidays, a complete season of Home and Away is never finished by the end of the year. However, when the show would return following the holidays and into the new year, the remaining episodes from a season would begin until the season finale, which is typically broadcast on a Friday each year. A new season would commence the following Monday. On 11 May 2017, Channel Five said Home and Away would not be taking a season break this year so it may well be that after this season a full season will air in the same year as in Australia.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Ireland, Home and Away is broadcast on RTÉ Television[image: External link] at 1:30 pm on RTÉ One[image: External link] and repeated on RTÉ2[image: External link] at 6:30 pm each weekday.[62] A repeat of the week's episodes is aired on Saturdays and Sundays on RTÉ2.[62] Irish viewers are also able to catch up with episodes on the RTÉ Player[image: External link].[63] Home and Away is one of RTÉ's most popular drama series. It was the most watched programme of 2014 on the RTÉ Player with over four million viewers.[63] In New Zealand, Home and Away is broadcast on TVNZ 2[image: External link] at 5:30 pm each weekday.[64] A repeat of the previous day's episode is shown at 11:00 am weekdays and an omnibus edition is shown on Sunday afternoons.[64] The TVNZ website also offers viewers the chance to watch episodes online with its OnDemand service.[64][65] Home and Away is one of New Zealand's most popular TV series and is one of TVNZ 2's highest-rating shows.[66] The show had previously aired on TV3[image: External link] since 2002, where it consistently won high ratings for TV3 and helped boost audiences for their 6pm news bulletin.[67][68][69] However, on 5 July 2013, the show's European distributor Endemol[image: External link] cancelled its agreement with TV3, causing them to lose the right to broadcast Home and Away.[67] In the United States, Home and Away began streaming on the subscription service Hulu[image: External link] on 2 March 2015, beginning with the 2015 season.[70] The service no longer receives new episodes, although the complete twenty-eighth season is currently available.[71]
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 Popularity and viewership




The launch of Home and Away in 1988 was hoped to help boost the Seven Network's early evening ratings which had been underperforming in previous years.[49] However, the show struggled to attract high ratings, particularly when compared to rival soap opera Neighbours, which was a huge ratings success at the time.[49] By the end of 1988, Home and Away's ratings had improved.[49] In January 1992, when Neighbours' high-rating era was over, Seven moved Home and Away to the 7:00 pm timeslot, putting both shows up against each other.[49] This caused Network Ten to move Neighbours to the 6.30 pm timeslot two months later.[49] During the early 2000s, Home and Away was averaging 1.3 million viewers[72][73] and in 2007, viewing figures rose to 1.4 million.[74] However, by the end of the decade, the ratings had dropped to an average of 1.1 million viewers.[73] During the early 2010s, viewing figures had further decreased to between 800,000 and 1 million an episode.[75][76] In 2012, Home and Away was averaging 981,000 viewers, down from 1.039 million in 2011 and 1.021 million in 2010.[77]

In 2015, the show began going through a serious ratings decline.[66][78] A July 2015 report revealed that the ratings were down 14% compared to the first six months of 2014, which translates to about 140,000 fewer viewers per episode.[66][78] On 6 July 2015, Home and Away ranked 16th in OzTAM[image: External link]'s overnight ratings with 750,000 viewers.[66] The following night, the show fell to an even lower figure of 701,000 viewers.[79] A writer for the Australian Associated Press[image: External link] stated that one of the reasons for the ratings decline could be "the viewing habits of Gen Y[image: External link], which the show is aimed at, have changed dramatically in recent times thanks to the launch of streaming services, Netflix[image: External link], Stan[image: External link] and Presto[image: External link]. The exact age demographic that Home and Away targets are the same people who do not subscribe to appointment viewing. They prefer to watch shows when they want and don't want to be dictated to by the commercial networks."[66] A Seven spokeswoman commented that Home and Away was still performing well on digital and social platforms and that the overnight ratings were not the only measure of the show's success.[78]
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 Storylines




Home and Away's storylines have ranged from mild to serious issues throughout its run. While the central stories revolve around fostering children, family and teenage problem, school problems and romances,[80][81][82] the series has covered several controversial, adult-themed and detailed issues not suitable for young audiences, despite its early evening time of 7:00 pm. Storylines covered include abortion[image: External link],[82] accidental death,[82] adultery,[83] adoption, alcoholism,[84] amnesia, amputation[image: External link], arson[image: External link], autism[image: External link], bereavement[image: External link], brain aneurysm[image: External link], bulimia[image: External link], bullying,[82] cancer, cage fighting[image: External link],[85] career problems,[86] child abuse,[87] cults,[88] cyberbullying[image: External link], domestic violence,[82] depression[image: External link], drink driving, drug overdose, drug trafficking and drug use,[82] gambling addiction,[89] health problems,[90][91] hit-and-runs,[92] HIV and AIDS[image: External link],[93][94] homosexuality,[95] huntington's disease[image: External link], incest[image: External link],[82] miscarriage[image: External link],[96] murder,[82] imprisonment,[97] kidnapping,[82] marriage problems,[98] obsessive-compulsive disorder[image: External link] (OCD), paedophilia[image: External link],[99][100] post-natal depression[image: External link], post-traumatic stress disorder[image: External link], prostitution[image: External link], racism[image: External link],[82] rape[image: External link],[82] revenge porn[image: External link],[101] robbery,[102] self-harm[image: External link],[87] sex,[103] shootings (including drive-by shootings[image: External link]),[104] stabbings,[82] stalking,[82] stroke[image: External link], SIDS[image: External link] (cot death),[105] stillbirth[image: External link], suicide[image: External link],[81] surrogacy[image: External link],[82] teacher-student relationships,[82] teenage pregnancy,[106] terminal illness, and witness protection[image: External link]. The show has also featured many natural disaster storylines, including a cyclone, storm[image: External link], flood, landslide, earthquake, and bushfires.[49][107] There have also been several storylines involving car, bus, plane and boating accidents.[82][107][108] Furthermore, in addition to the show featuring scenes of moderate to strong violence in past episodes, the special episode, Home and Away: All or Nothing, which became available for online streaming in January 2017, is intended for "adult-only" viewing as it is described as the most violent episode of the entire series, as it contains scenes of strong violence.[109]
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 Rating and restrictions




Since 1988, Home and Away has dealt with some controversial issues, despite being broadcast in a G-rated timezone. In 2007, the show breached broadcasting rules when they aired a number of episodes featuring Martha MacKenzie[image: External link] (Jodi Gordon[image: External link]) involved with pole-dancing in the G classification, as the Australian Communications and Media Authority[image: External link] (ACMA) said that these episodes should have been rated PG as they contained sexual scenes and references.[110] Since 2008, every subsequent episode has been broadcast under the PG classification and often continues to exceed the rating. A 2010 episode which featured Martha McKenzie engaging in a sexual scene with Liam Murphy[image: External link] (Axle Whitehead[image: External link]) on a kitchen table was deemed "too raunchy" by a television watchdog in New Zealand, as the series was also aired in a G-rated timezone at 5:30 pm on TV3[image: External link].[111] The Early Years episodes which broadcast on weekday mornings on 7Two have been re-rated PG.

Internationally, Home and Away has been edited for daytime viewing on many occasions, in particular for violence or distressing scenes. In New Zealand, it is has received edits to fit the G classification. In the United Kingdom, where classifications do not apply to television broadcasts, the series was heavily cut on ITV for issues that, at the time, were deemed inappropriate for pre-watershed television. Some episodes were completely dropped on ITV, never airing, and some edits were so extensive it left viewers confused during a story arc were a scene would be referred to but as an ITV viewer, from the viewers point, never happened. When Channel 5 in the UK acquired the rights to screen the series, edits were minimal, although they did occur over several episodes. In Ireland, it has and continues to air complete and uncut, with a 'PS' classification (Parental Supervision, which is intended at for mature audience). On occasions, following an RTÉ One broadcast, the announcer would give contact information for those who may have been affected for distressed by the episode.
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 Characters




Main articles: List of current Home and Away characters[image: External link], List of Home and Away characters[image: External link], and Recurring characters of Home and Away[image: External link]


When Home and Away began in 1988, it initially focused on the Fletcher family – Tom[image: External link] (Roger Oakley[image: External link]) and his wife Pippa[image: External link] (Vanessa Downing[image: External link]), and their five foster children, Frank Morgan[image: External link] (Alex Papps[image: External link]), Carly Morris[image: External link] (Sharyn Hodgson[image: External link]), Steven Matheson[image: External link] (Adam Willits[image: External link]), Lynn Davenport[image: External link] (Helena Bozich), and Sally Fletcher[image: External link] (Kate Ritchie[image: External link]) – who relocated from the city to live in the seaside town of Summer Bay.[49][112] At the end of the first episode, Tom and Pippa take in their sixth foster child Bobby Simpson[image: External link] (Nicolle Dickson[image: External link]).[49][112] The Fletchers bought the Summer Bay Caravan Park and moved into the Summer Bay House.[3] They quickly built strong friendships with the locals, Ailsa Stewart[image: External link] (Judy Nunn[image: External link]), Alf Stewart[image: External link] (Ray Meagher[image: External link]), Donald Fisher[image: External link] (Norman Coburn[image: External link]), and Neville[image: External link] (Frank Lloyd[image: External link]) and Floss McPhee[image: External link] (Sheila Kennelly[image: External link]).[49][112]

While Home and Away features a mix of young cast members and older, more experienced actors, the show has always had a definite youth focus, with the younger characters dominating much of the storylines.[49] Many of the cast have spent several years on Home and Away, including original cast member Judy Nunn who left the series in 2000 after 12 years playing the co-owner of Summer Bay's diner. Other original cast members Norman Coburn played high school principal Donald Fisher until 2003, and Kate Ritchie departed in 2008 after 20 years playing Sally Fletcher.[113][114] Both Coburn and Ritchie along with Ray Meagher (Alf Stewart) entered the 2002 Guinness World Records[image: External link] as the longest-serving actors in an Australian drama series.[115][116][117] Meagher now holds that record alone and he is the only remaining original cast member in the show.[118] Meagher along with Lynne McGranger[image: External link] (Irene Roberts[image: External link]), Ada Nicodemou[image: External link] (Leah Patterson-Baker[image: External link]) and Emily Symons[image: External link] (Marilyn Chambers[image: External link]) are the longest-serving cast members currently in Home and Away.[119][120] In 2010, Georgie Parker[image: External link] joined the cast of Home and Away as Alf's daughter Roo Stewart[image: External link], originally played by Justine Clarke[image: External link] in 1988–89. Alf and Roo are currently the only two original characters in the series.[121]
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 Celebrity guest appearances




Throughout the years, Home and Away has featured several guest appearances from celebrities such as John Farnham[image: External link],[122] Johanna Griggs[image: External link],[122] Sia Furler[image: External link],[122] Michael Palin[image: External link],[122] Ian Thorpe[image: External link],[49] Lleyton Hewitt[image: External link],[123] Nick Grimshaw[image: External link],[124] Eliza Doolittle[image: External link][125] and Ed Sheeran[image: External link].[126]
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 Theme song




Main article: Home and Away (song)[image: External link]


The theme song to Home and Away was written by Mike Perjanik[image: External link].[127][128] There were seven different versions of the theme song used throughout the years. The lyrics remained the same since the show's inception, but a number of verses were gradually cut back over the years due to time restrictions.[129][130] The original version was sung by Karen Boddington and Mark Williams[image: External link], and was used from 1988 until 1994.[131][132] Their version was released as a single[image: External link] in the UK in 1989 and peaked at number 73 on the UK Singles Chart[image: External link].[133] A new version performed by Doug Williams and Erana Clark[image: External link] debuted in 1995 and the opening theme was shortened in 1996.[134] From 2000 to 2006, the theme song to Home and Away was sung by The Robertson Brothers[image: External link] and it was the first version to use only male vocals.[128][135] In January 2007, a new version was introduced and performed by Israel Cannan, who played the character Wazza in the show.[136] After Cannan's version received many complaints from fans, the Seven Network decided to re-record the theme song in April 2007 with vocals provided by Luke Dolahenty.[127][137][138] A shorter, 15-second version sung by Dolahenty and Tarryn Stokes debuted in 2009 and was the final version of the theme song recorded.[139][140][141] The Home and Away theme song is no longer used in the opening titles and has been replaced by a short instrumental version since 2010.[142] However, Dolahenty and Stokes' version is still used in the closing credits for international broadcasts.[143]
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 Opening titles




The Home and Away opening titles sequence was initially used to introduce the regular characters in the show. The sequences often featured the characters in couple shots or with family and friends, and showed them in familiar settings around Summer Bay such as the beach.[138] The titles for the show's earlier years featured black brush stroke cutouts around the character shots.[138] 2004 saw Home and Away introduce new picture frame-style opening titles, with characters shown posing in and out of large picture frames in front of beach backgrounds.[138] In January 2007, the show debuted new opening titles along with a new version of the theme song.[136][138] The picture-frame style was still used, but this time the titles featured framed pictures of the characters.[136][138] In 2009, the opening was reduced to 15 seconds and the characters were removed from the titles for the first time in Home and Away's history. They were replaced by a large photo collage showing various locations around Summer Bay.[139] The decision to remove the cast and shorten the titles was due to time restrictions.[130][144] Since then, many viewers in Australia and the UK have wanted the full-length title sequence with the cast to return.[130][144] In 2013, Home and Away introduced a series of five-second opening titles, which currently change every week. The various titles mostly feature scenes of bikini-clad women and shirtless men with surfboards at the beach.[142] The five-second titles remain as of 2017.
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Home and Away[image: External link]


Home and Away has received many awards and nominations throughout the years. The show has won 46 Logie Awards[image: External link] from 153 nominations,[145] making it the most awarded program in Logie history.[5] In 2015, Home and Away was inducted into the Logie Hall of Fame[image: External link].[146] The show has also won twelve Australian Writers' Guild Awards[image: External link] and five Australian Directors Guild Awards.[147][148]
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 Merchandise and spin-offs




Since 1988, Home and Away has generated a range of merchandise, including books, magazines, VHS tapes, DVDs and soundtracks. Various annuals and books about the show and its cast and characters were released in the late 1980s and early 1990s.[149][150] Between 2003 and 2005, several fictional books by Leon F. Saunders and Jane Anderson were released and based on characters from Home and Away.[151][152] Episodes of the show have been released on several VHS and DVDs. Home and Away: The Movie was the first VHS released in 1989 and contained the 90-minute pilot episode.[153] Another VHS tape, Home and Away: The Official Summer Bay Special, was released in 1996. It celebrated 2,000 episodes of the show and looked back at memorable moments throughout its earlier years.[154] Home and Away: Secrets and the City[image: External link] and Home and Away: Hearts Divided[image: External link] were the first DVDs released in October 2003, and both contained exclusive episodes that were never aired on television.[155][156] Two further DVDs, Home and Away: Romances[image: External link] and Home and Away: Weddings[image: External link] were released in November 2005 and March 2006, respectively, and featured clips from the most popular romances and weddings in the series' history. Romances featured the pilot episode, while Weddings featured two episodes containing Leah and Vinnie's wedding as a bonus feature.[157][158] Four soundtrack albums were released between 1996 and 2003 that featured music used on the show as well songs from some of the cast members.[159]

Home and Away has also produced several spin-off episodes. headLand[image: External link] was a spin-off series focusing on a university. It ran from November 2005 until January 2006, when it was cancelled due to low ratings.[160] In 2013, the show launched their first webisode[image: External link] series titled Home and Away Extras, which introduced new characters Andy[image: External link] (Tai Hara[image: External link]) and Josh Barrett[image: External link] (Jackson Gallagher) before they appeared on-air. The four-part websisode series was released on the show's Yahoo!7[image: External link] website from 7 August 2013.[161][162] On 19 August 2015, it was announced that former cast members Dan Ewing[image: External link] (Heath Braxton[image: External link]) and Lisa Gormley[image: External link] (Bianca Scott[image: External link]) would be returning for a special spin-off episode titled Home and Away: An Eye for an Eye[image: External link]. The episode was commissioned specially for the local streaming service Presto and did not air on the Seven Network. It centred around the Braxton family and was a feature-length episode running for over an hour. Home and Away: An Eye for an Eye was made available to watch on Presto from 9 December 2015.[163][164][165] Following the success of Home and Away: An Eye for An Eye, it was announced on 6 May 2016 that two more feature-length episodes had been commissioned.[166] The first episode became available on 19 December 2016 and is titled Home and Away: Revenge. The second special, Home and Away: All Or Nothing, became available for viewing on 26 January 2017.[167]
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Thor (Marvel Comics)






"Jake Olson" redirects here. For the gridiron football player, see Jake Olson (gridiron football)[image: External link].

This article is about the character originally from 1962. For the current holder of the title, see Jane Foster (comics)[image: External link].

Thor (Thor Odinson) is a fictional[image: External link] superhero appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. The character, based on the Norse mythological[image: External link] deity of the same name[image: External link], is the Asgardian[image: External link] god of thunder[image: External link] and possesses the enchanted hammer Mjolnir[image: External link], which grants him the ability of flight and weather manipulation amongst his other superhuman attributes.

Debuting in the Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link], the character first appeared[image: External link] in Journey into Mystery[image: External link] #83 (Aug. 1962) and was created by editor-plotter Stan Lee[image: External link], scripter Larry Lieber[image: External link], and penciller-plotter Jack Kirby[image: External link]. He has starred in several ongoing series and limited series[image: External link], and is a founding member of the superhero team the Avengers[image: External link], appearing in each volume of that series. The character has also appeared in associated Marvel merchandise including animated television series, clothing, toys, trading cards, video games, and movies.

The character was first portrayed in live action by Eric Allan Kramer[image: External link] in the 1988 television movie The Incredible Hulk Returns[image: External link]. Chris Hemsworth portrays Thor in the Marvel Cinematic Universe films Thor, The Avengers, Thor: The Dark World and Avengers: Age of Ultron and will reprise his role in Thor: Ragnarok, Avengers: Infinity War, and its untitled sequel. Thor placed 14th on IGN's list of "Top 100 Comic Book Heroes of All Time" in 2011,[1] and first in their list of "The Top 50 Avengers" in 2012.[2]
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Further information: List of Thor (Marvel Comics) titles[image: External link]


The Marvel Comics superhero Thor debuted in the science fiction[image: External link]/ fantasy[image: External link] anthology[image: External link] title Journey into Mystery[image: External link] #83 ( cover-date[image: External link] Aug. 1962), and was created by editor-plotter Stan Lee[image: External link], scripter Larry Lieber[image: External link], and penciller-plotter Jack Kirby[image: External link].[3] A different version of the mythological Thor had appeared previously in Venus[image: External link] #12-13 (Feb.-April 1951).[4] Lee in 2002 described Thor's genesis early in the Marvel pantheon, following the creation of the Hulk[image: External link]:


[H]ow do you make someone stronger than the strongest person? It finally came to me: Don't make him human — make him a god. I decided readers were already pretty familiar with the Greek and Roman gods. It might be fun to delve into the old Norse legends... Besides, I pictured Norse gods looking like Vikings of old, with the flowing beards, horned helmets, and battle clubs.  ...Journey into Mystery needed a shot in the arm, so I picked Thor ... to headline the book. After writing an outline depicting the story and the characters I had in mind, I asked my brother, Larry, to write the script because I didn't have time. ...and it was only natural for me to assign the penciling to Jack Kirby...[5]



In a 1984 interview Kirby said "I did a version of Thor for D.C. in the fifties before I did him for Marvel. I created Thor at Marvel because I was forever enamored of legends, which is why I knew about Balder, Heimdall, and Odin. I tried to update Thor and put him into a superhero costume, but he was still Thor."[6] And in a 1992 interview, Kirby said "[I] knew the Thor legends very well, but I wanted to modernize them. I felt that might be a new thing for comics, taking the old legends and modernizing them."[7]

Subsequent stories of the 13-page feature "The Mighty Thor" continued to be plotted by Lee, and were variously scripted by Lieber or by Robert Bernstein[image: External link], working under the pseudonym "R. Berns". Various artists penciled the feature, including Jack Kirby, Joe Sinnott[image: External link], Don Heck[image: External link], and Al Hartley[image: External link]. With Journey into Mystery #101 (Feb. 1964), the series began a long and definitive run by writer and co-plotter Lee and penciler and co-plotter Kirby that lasted until the by-then-retitled Thor #179 (Aug. 1970).[8][9]

Lee and Kirby included Thor in The Avengers[image: External link] #1 (Sept. 1963) as a founding member of the superhero team.[10] The character has since appeared in every subsequent volume of the series.

The five-page featurette "Tales of Asgard" was added in Journey into Mystery #97 (Oct. 1963),[11] followed by "The Mighty Thor" becoming the dominant cover logo with issue #104 (May 1964). The feature itself expanded to 18 pages in #105, which eliminated the remaining anthological story from each issue; it was reduced to 16 pages five issues later. Comics historian Les Daniels[image: External link] noted that "the adventures of Thor were gradually transformed from stories about a strange-looking superhero into a spectacular saga."[12] Artist Chic Stone[image: External link], who inked several early Thor stories, observed that "Kirby could just lead you through all these different worlds. The readers would follow him anywhere."[13]

Journey into Mystery was retitled Thor (per the indicia[image: External link], or The Mighty Thor per most covers)[8] with issue #126 (March 1966). "Tales of Asgard" was replaced by a five-page featurette starring the Inhumans[image: External link] from #146–152 (Nov. 1967 – May 1968), after which featurettes were dropped and the Thor stories expanded to Marvel's then-standard 20-page length. Marvel filed for a trademark[image: External link] for "The Mighty Thor" in 1967 and the United States Patent and Trademark Office[image: External link] issued the registration in 1970.[14]

After Kirby left the title, Neal Adams[image: External link] penciled issues #180-181 (Sept.-Oct. 1970).[15] John Buscema[image: External link] then became the regular artist the following issue. Buscema continued to draw the book almost without interruption until #278 (Dec. 1978). Lee stopped scripting soon after Kirby left, and during Buscema's long stint on the book, the stories were mostly written by Gerry Conway[image: External link], Len Wein[image: External link], or Roy Thomas[image: External link]. Thomas continued to write the title after Buscema's departure, working much of the time with the artist Keith Pollard[image: External link]; during this period Thomas integrated many elements of traditional Norse mythology into the title, with specific stories translated into comics form.[16] Following Thomas's tenure, Thor had a changing creative team.

In the mid-1970s, Marvel considered giving the character a second series as part of parent company Magazine Management[image: External link]'s line of black-and-white comics magazines[image: External link]. A story written by Steve Englehart[image: External link] for the aborted project appeared in Thor Annual #5 (1976).[17] A black-and-white Thor story appeared in Marvel Preview[image: External link] #10 (Winter 1977).[18]

Walt Simonson[image: External link] took over both writing and art as of #337 (Nov. 1983). His stories placed a greater emphasis on the character's mythological origins.[19] Simonson's run as writer-artist lasted until #367 (May 1986), although he continued to write – and occasionally draw – the book until issue #382 (Aug. 1987). Simonson's run, which introduced the character Beta Ray Bill[image: External link], was regarded as a popular and critical success.[20][21] Simonson's later stories were drawn by Sal Buscema[image: External link], who describes Simonson's stories as "very stimulating. It was a pleasure working on his plots, because they were a lot of fun to illustrate. He had a lot of great ideas, and he took Thor in a totally new direction."[22] Asked why he was leaving Thor, Simonson said that he felt the series was due for a change in creative direction, and that he wanted to reduce his work load for a time.[23] After Simonson's departure, Marvel's editor-in-chief at the time, Tom DeFalco[image: External link], became the writer. Working primarily with artist Ron Frenz[image: External link], DeFalco stayed on the book until #459 (Feb. 1993).

As a consequence of the "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]" crossover[image: External link] story arc of the 1990s, Thor was removed from mainstream Marvel continuity and with other Marvel characters re-imagined in an alternate universe[image: External link] for one year. The Thor title reverted to Journey into Mystery[image: External link] with issue #503 (Nov. 1996), and ran four different, sequential features ("The Lost Gods"; "Master of Kung Fu[image: External link]"; "Black Widow[image: External link]", and "Hannibal King[image: External link]") before ceasing publication with #521 (June 1998).

When the character was returned to the mainstream Marvel Universe[image: External link], Thor was relaunched with Thor vol. 2, #1 (July 1998).[24][25][26] As of issue #36, the title used dual numbering in a tribute to the original Thor series, and the caption box for said issue became #36 / #538 (June 2001). The title ran until issue #85 / #587, dated December 2004. Dan Jurgens[image: External link] wrote the first 79 issues, with Daniel Berman and Michael Avon Oeming[image: External link] completing the series.

The third volume debuted as Thor #1 (Sept. 2007), initially written by J. Michael Straczynski[image: External link] and penciled by Olivier Coipel[image: External link].[27][28][29] Beginning with what would have been vol. 3, #13 (Jan. 2009), the third volume reverted to issue #600, reflecting the total number of published issues from all three volumes.[30][31][32] Kieron Gillen[image: External link] took over from Straczynski in Thor #604 with artists Billy Tan[image: External link], Richard Elson[image: External link] and Dougie Braithwaite[image: External link],[33] with his final storyline finishing in issue #614.[34] Matt Fraction[image: External link] took over the series with issue #615, after having been announced as starting in Thor #610[35] and #611.[36][37]

To coincide with the Thor film, Marvel launched a number of new series starring the character in mid-2010. These included Thor: The Mighty Avenger by Roger Langridge[image: External link] and Chris Samnee,[38] Thor: First Thunder by Bryan J. L. Glass[image: External link] and Tan Eng Huat[image: External link],[39] Thor: For Asgard by Robert Rodi[image: External link] and Simone Bianchi[image: External link],[40] and Iron Man/Thor by the writing duo of Dan Abnett[image: External link] and Andy Lanning[image: External link].[41]

In April 2011, Thor once again reverted to its original title of Journey into Mystery[image: External link] with issue #622, reuniting writer Gillen and artist Braithwaite in a series of stories starring Thor's adopted brother, Loki.[42] An ongoing series[image: External link], titled The Mighty Thor, launched the same month with writer Fraction and artist Coipel.[43] The series ended with issue #22 in October 2012.[44][45]

In October 2012, Thor became a regular character in Uncanny Avengers[image: External link], beginning with issue #1. The following month, an ongoing series titled Thor: God of Thunder by writer Jason Aaron[image: External link] and artist Esad Ribić[image: External link] debuted as part of the Marvel NOW![image: External link] relaunch.[46][47] This story arc was voted as the 8th best Thor story by Comicbook.com.[48]

In October 2014, a fourth volume of Thor by Jason Aaron and artist Russell Dauterman[image: External link] debuted that featured a female character (later revealed to be Jane Foster[image: External link]) in the role of Thor after the classic hero is no longer able to wield Mjolnir. Aaron stated that "this is not She-Thor. This is not Lady Thor. This is not Thorita. This is Thor. This is the Thor of the Marvel Universe. But it’s unlike any Thor we’ve ever seen before."[49] The following October, Aaron and Dauterman signed an exclusive agreement with Marvel to continue their work together in a second volume of The Mighty Thor, also starring Foster.[50]

In July 2016, Marvel announced a new ongoing series titled The Unworthy Thor by Aaron and Coipel. The series follows the original Thor, who now refers to himself as Odinson, as he tries to find his purpose after relinquishing his name and title to Foster. Aaron stated that the series finds Odinson in a dark place explaining, "He failed for a reason we still don't quite understand. He dropped the hammer and hasn't been able to pick it up since. So then we go to a pretty dark place. A darker, more desperate, more driven version."[51]
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Thor's father Odin[image: External link] decides his son needed to be taught humility and consequently places Thor (without memories of godhood) into the body and memories of an existing, partially disabled human medical student, Donald Blake.[52] After becoming a doctor and on vacation in Norway, Blake witnesses the arrival of an alien[image: External link] scouting party. Blake flees from the aliens into a cave. After discovering Thor's hammer Mjolnir[image: External link] (disguised as a walking stick[image: External link]) and striking it against a rock, he transforms into the thunder god.[53] Later, in Thor #159, Blake is revealed to have always been Thor, Odin's enchantment having caused him to forget his history as The Thunder God and believe himself mortal.[54]

Defeating the aliens, Thor shares a double life with his alter ego[image: External link]: treating the ill in a private practice with nurse - and eventual love - Jane Foster[image: External link], and defending humanity from evil. Thor's presence on Earth almost immediately attracts the attention of his adoptive brother and arch-foe Loki.[55][56] Loki is responsible for the emergence of three of Thor's principal foes: the Absorbing Man[image: External link];[57][58] the Destroyer[image: External link],[59][60] and the Wrecker[image: External link].[61] On one occasion, Loki's tactics were accidentally beneficial - although successful in using an illusion of the Hulk[image: External link] to draw Thor into battle, it results in the formation of the superhero team the Avengers[image: External link], of which Thor is a founding and longstanding member.[10] Thor's other early foes include Zarrko[image: External link], the Tomorrow Man;[62] the Radioactive Man[image: External link];[63][64] the Lava Man;[65] the Cobra[image: External link];[66] Mister Hyde[image: External link];[67] the Enchantress[image: External link] and the Executioner[image: External link],[68][69] and the Grey Gargoyle[image: External link].[70]

Falling in love with Jane Foster, Thor disobeys his father and refuses to return to Asgard[image: External link], an act for which he is punished on several occasions.[71] Thor's natural affinity for Earth is eventually revealed to be due to the fact that he was the son of the Elder Goddess[image: External link] Gaea[image: External link].[72] Although Thor initially regards himself as a "superhero" like his teammates in the Avengers,[72] Loki's machinations draw Thor into increasingly epic adventures, such as teaming with his father Odin and Asgardian ally Balder[image: External link] against the fire demon Surtur[image: External link] and Skagg the Storm Giant,[73] and defeating an increasingly powerful Absorbing Man and proving his innocence in the "Trial of the Gods".[74] This necessitates an extended leave of absence from the Avengers.[75]

Thor encounters the Greek God[image: External link] Hercules[image: External link],[76][77] who becomes a loyal and trustworthy friend. Thor saves Hercules from fellow Olympian[image: External link] Pluto[image: External link];[78] stops the advance of Ego the Living Planet[image: External link];[79][80][81] rescues Jane Foster from the High Evolutionary[image: External link] and defeats his flawed creation, the Man-Beast[image: External link].[82][83] Odin finally relents and allows Thor to love Jane Foster, on the proviso she pass a trial. Foster panics and Thor intervenes. After Foster fails the test, Odin returns her to Earth, where she is given another chance at love, while a heartbroken Thor is introduced to the Asgardian warrior Sif[image: External link].[84][85] Thor battles the Asgardian troll[image: External link] Ulik[image: External link] for the first time when Ulik attempts to steal Mjolnir.[86] The thunder god returns to Asgard to prevent Mangog[image: External link] from drawing the Odinsword[image: External link] and ending the universe,[87] Thor learns the origin of Galactus[image: External link][88] and rescues Sif after she is kidnapped by Him[image: External link].[89][90]
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Thor battles Surtur once again when the fire demon attempts to storm Asgard;[91][92] encounters the Stranger[image: External link] and his pawn the Abomination[image: External link];[93] and overpowers an outmatched Doctor Doom[image: External link].[94][95]

In the fall of 1972, writers Gerry Conway[image: External link], Steve Englehart[image: External link], and Len Wein[image: External link] crafted a metafictional[image: External link] unofficial crossover[image: External link] spanning titles from both major comics companies. Each comic featured Conway, Englehart, and Wein, as well as Wein's first wife Glynis[image: External link], interacting with[image: External link] Marvel or DC characters at the Rutland Halloween Parade[image: External link] in Rutland, Vermont[image: External link]. Beginning in Amazing Adventures[image: External link] vol. 2 #16 (by Englehart with art by Bob Brown[image: External link] and Frank McLaughlin[image: External link]), the story continued in Justice League of America[image: External link] #103 (by Wein, Dick Dillin[image: External link] and Dick Giordano[image: External link]), and concluded in Thor #207 (by Conway and penciler John Buscema).[96][97][98]

Thor prevents another attempt by Mangog — disguised as Odin — from drawing the Odinsword;[99][100] is saved by the intervention of ally Volstagg[image: External link] when the "Odin Force" became a semi-sentient destructive force;[101] and is rescued from death when Odin engineers a false Ragnarök[image: External link] and has reporter Red Norvell die in his place battling the Midgard Serpent.[102] Thor met the Eternals[image: External link] in a lengthy storyline.[103][104] Thor also encounters the "Eye of Odin" (sacrificed by Odin to drink from the Well of Mimir) which claimed another Asgard and version of Thor once existed.[105]
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Thor eventually confronts the threat of the Celestial[image: External link] Fourth Host, and after an extended series of encounters learns of the apparent true origin of Asgard and Odin's plans to defend Earth from the alien judges. Despite the attempt by Odin to stop the Celestials by occupying the Destroyer armor (now 2,000 feet tall as holding the life essence of every Asgardian) and wielding the Odinsword (and aided by the Uni-Mind[image: External link], an entity composed of the Eternals[image: External link]) and Thor himself, the aliens depart when presented with an offering by Gaea on behalf of the "Skymothers" (e.g. Frigga[image: External link] and Hera[image: External link]) of twelve perfect humans. Thor also learns Gaea was his birth mother.[16]

After restoring the Asgardian gods with a gathering of energies donated by Skyfathers from other pantheons,[106] Thor has a series of adventures on Earth, including encountering two Heralds of Galactus[image: External link] in swift succession;[107][108] stopping Mephisto[image: External link] from taking human souls;[109] clearing his name when framed by Asgardian god of war Tyr[image: External link];[110][111] aiding Drax the Destroyer[image: External link];[112] with ally Iron Man[image: External link] defeating the Bi-Beast[image: External link] and the Man-Beast[image: External link];[113][114][115] engaging the former king of Nastrond Fafnir[image: External link] transformed by Odin into a dragon[image: External link] in combat when freed by Loki,[116] and battling Dracula[image: External link].[117][118] Thor learns of the existence of the "God Eater", a creature summoned when the death gods of several pantheons temporarily merge their realms. Thor thwarts the creature - revealed to be in humanoid guise Atum[image: External link], the son of Gaea, and therefore Thor's half-brother - and ensures the cosmic balance is restored.[119]

While exploring an approaching space vessel at the request of Nick Fury[image: External link], Thor encounters Beta Ray Bill[image: External link],[120] who after a brief battle, proved himself worthy of lifting Thor's hammer Mjolnir. After initial misunderstandings, Bill forms an alliance with the Asgardian gods, and is empowered by Odin to aid Thor and his allies in a war with an approaching army of demons,[121] which is revealed to be led by fire demon Surtur, now wielding "Twilight", the gigantic "Sword of Doom". After a series of extended battles - including a battle to the death with Fafnir and thwarting the Dark Elf[image: External link] Malekith[image: External link] — the gods are finally triumphant, although during combat Odin and Surtur disappear through a rift and are presumed dead.[122][123]

Thor remains in Asgard to deal with the vacuum left by Odin's apparent death, and drives off Hela;[124] meets Tiwaz, his great-grandfather;[125][126] forces Loki to cure him from the effects of a love potion;[127] with allies enters Hela's realm and rescues lost mortal souls.[128] Returning to Earth, Thor and Beta Ray Bill defeat the transformed Dark Elf Kurse[image: External link],[129] although Loki uses the power of Surtur's discarded sword to change Thor into a frog[image: External link]. After an adventure in Central Park[image: External link], Thor manages to partially restore himself and then forces Loki to reverse the spell.[130][131][132] While rescuing X-Factor[image: External link] member the Angel[image: External link] from torture by the mercenary team the Marauders[image: External link], Thor is cursed by Hela, who makes his bones as brittle as glass and unable to heal if damaged; and renderes him truly immortal and unable to die no matter how severe his injuries.[133] Thor is injured again during a battle with the Absorbing Man engineered by Loki,[134][135] and is ultimately saved by Loki during a battle with the Dark Elves.[136]

Eventually forced to wear armor to protect his broken body, Thor and Loki defeat a group of Ice Giants, who seek revenge by trying to locate the Midgard Serpent[image: External link], hoping it would kill the thunder god. The Giants instead find the dragon Fin Fang Foom[image: External link], who is revealed to be the Midgard Serpent in disguise. Time slows as the pair - mortal enemies due to prophecy that stated they would kill each other during Ragnarök — battle to the death. Thor kills the Serpent, although his body is completely pulverized.[137] Loki restores the Destroyer, and after killing the Ice Giants finds Thor's now liquid form. The Destroyer attempts to disintegrate the thunder god but can not do so due to Hela's curse. Thor assumes mental control of the Destroyer, and forces Hela on pain of death to restore his true form. The thunder god then breaks Loki's arm as punishment for his actions.[138] Thor meets and battles Leir[image: External link], the Celtic[image: External link] god of lightning.[139] After another encounter with the Celestials on an alien world;[140] Thor finds Odin — a captive of Seth[image: External link] — and uses the Odinpower to fend off a returning Surtur;[141] and defeats Annihilus while Asgard is in the Negative Zone[image: External link].[142][143] Thor battles X-Men[image: External link] foe the Juggernaut[image: External link] and meets the New Warriors[image: External link].[144][145]
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After Thor kills Loki in single combat,[146] Heimdall[image: External link] - standing in for Odin temporarily as ruler of Asgard - banishes Thor from Asgard; he is replaced by the mortal Eric Masterson, who became the hero Thunderstrike[image: External link]. When Odin awakes, Thor is forgiven and returned.[147] During a battle Thor is driven into a "warrior's madness[image: External link]" by a Valkyrie[image: External link]. After overpowering everyone who attempts to stop his rampage,[148] Thor is brought by the Eternal[image: External link] Thanos[image: External link] before Odin, who cures his son of the madness.[149]

Thor, together with the Avengers, the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and other heroes, is trapped in an alternate universe[image: External link] after defeating the villain Onslaught[image: External link]. The heroes live alternate lives for a year in what is revealed to be an artificial creation until returning to their own universe.[150] Thor and several members of the Avengers battle the Destroyer. Thor is saved by an enigmatic being called Marnot, who binds the life-force of a mortal called Jake Olson to the thunder god.[151][152] Thor enters into a war with the Dark Gods[image: External link] with Marnot revealed to be Hescamer, one of Odin's ravens;[153] and battles the returning Enchanters Three.[154]
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Thor faces a prolonged struggle against Thanos when he seeks to remake the universe.[155] When Odin dies in battle against Surtur, Thor becomes ruler of Asgard. The thunder god extends his rule to Earth, with major repercussions. Thor and the Asgardians slay or imprison those who oppose them, including a young religious mutant called Davis; Zarrko the Tomorrow Man; Perrikus[image: External link] of the Dark Gods; the U.S. Government[image: External link], and even his fellow Avengers. Thor marries Amora (the Enchantress), and has a son, Magni[image: External link], who upon reaching adulthood doubts his father's judgment. Wracked with guilt, Thor is drawn into battle with his former ally Tarene[image: External link] and the Destroyer (occupied by former foe Desak[image: External link]), and reverses these events via time travel[image: External link].[156][157][158][159][160][161]

When the timeline is reset, Loki revives Surtur, who forges new uru hammers for Loki's Storm Giant followers and began Ragnarök. Thor learns that Ragnarok was the result of the self-styled "gods to the gods" known as Those Who Sit Above in Shadow, who feed on the cycle. Thor confronts the Norns[image: External link] (Fates), and severs the tapestry of Asgard's existence. After breaking the Ragnarok cycle and being advised by the Odinforce that this was his father's plan, Thor enters into hibernation[image: External link]. With his fate unknown to the Avengers, he is believed to be missing in action.[162]

Thor's hammer Mjolnir[image: External link] is eventually found on Earth and put under United States Army[image: External link] protection. When the supervillain Doctor Doom[image: External link] escapes from Hell, Mjolnir falls through the dimensional plane, and Doom tries unsuccessfully to lift the hammer. Mjolnir then comes into the possession of a man carrying a bag with the initials "D.B".[163] Donald Blake, upon touching the hammer Mjolnir, is transported to the void of non-existence in which Thor resides. Blake explains that when Odin originally removed the Blake persona from Thor,[164] Blake was consigned to the void that Thor now inhabited. With Odin's death, Blake was suddenly restored into being in New York City. Blake convinces Thor to wield Mjolnir once more, return to Earth, and renew the dual identity with Blake. Blake also reveals that Thor's fellow Asgardians still live in the minds and hearts of mortals, and only needed to be found and released.[165] Thor rebuilds Asgard over Broxton, Oklahoma[image: External link],[166][167][168] and learns of the events that occurred during the 2006-2007 "Civil War[image: External link]" storyline, in which the U.S. government passed the Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link], requiring all persons with superhuman abilities to register with the government or be subject to imprisonment. The superhero community was split over this law, which led to conflict between the two sides. Furthermore, Iron Man[image: External link], who became the de facto leader and public face of the pro-registration forces, hunted and imprisoned their mutual former comrades who had joined the anti-registration side, led by Captain America[image: External link]. Iron Man and others also used Thor's DNA[image: External link] to create a clone of him[image: External link] to serve him in this campaign,[169] for which Thor is greatly angered.[168][170] When Iron Man confronts Thor over the latter's bringing Asgard to Oklahoma, and tells him that he himself must register with the government, Thor easily dispatches Iron Man, and tells him that anyone who attempts to approach Asgard uninvited will be dealt with mercilessly. As a compromise to keep the U.S. government from losing face, Iron Man suggests that since Asgard hovers above the ground, it can be regarded as diplomatic embassy or mission separate from the United States and not bound by the Registration Act. Though Thor accepts this,[170] his and Captain America's animosity toward Stark would persist until the conclusion of the 2010-2011 Avengers Prime miniseries.[171] Thor searches for his fellow Asgardians, and restores each of them,[170] with the exception of Sif[image: External link], who had been trapped in the body of an old woman dying of cancer, her real form stolen by Loki. Thor locates Odin in a limbo between life and death, waging constant battle with Surtur. Odin advises his son that Thor must lead the Asgardians.[172][173][174]

During the 2008 "Secret Invasion[image: External link]" storyline, Thor rescues and heals Beta Ray Bill, who after being temporarily given Mjolnir, aids Thor in defending Earth against an invading force of alien Skrulls[image: External link].[175][176][177] Due to Loki's deception, Thor battles and kills his grandfather Bor, and is banished from Asgard.[178][179] With Thor's hammer Mjolnir damaged in that battle, Thor seeks out Doctor Strange[image: External link], who is only able to repair the hammer by transferring the Odinforce from Thor to Mjolnir, binding the two in a symbiotic[image: External link] relationship. With the repaired hammer, Thor is able to draw out the imprisoned Sif, and return her to her own body, thereby restoring Loki to his male body in the process.[180][181]
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During the events of the 2010 " Siege[image: External link]" storyline, Thor defends Asgard against an invasion by Norman Osborn[image: External link] and his Dark Avengers[image: External link]. Although the invasion force is ultimately defeated, Asgard itself is toppled by the Sentry[image: External link], who also kills Loki. Thor then kills the Sentry. Subsequently, the Superhuman Registration Act is repealed and Thor joins the rebranded Avengers, who had come to his aid during the battle.[182][183][184][185][186] The next day Balder lifts Thor's exile and appoints Thor as his adviser.[187] Immediately after the fall of Asgard, Thor, Captain America and Iron Man are transported to the Norse realm of Hel[image: External link], where they battle against Hela, after which Thor and Captain America's friendship with Iron Man is renewed.[171]

Thor aids Amadeus Cho[image: External link] in a quest to find the necessary ingredients to bring back their mutual friend Hercules from a parallel universe[image: External link].[188] During the events of the Chaos War[image: External link], Thor joins Hercules' God Squad[image: External link] to battle the Chaos King[image: External link], who is set on destroying all of existence.[189] With Asgard in ruins on Earth, the nine worlds are left undefended and are invaded by a force known as "The World Eaters". Seeking counsel on the matter, Thor restores his father Odin and his brother Loki, whom Thor had missed since his death.[190]

During the 2011 "Fear Itself[image: External link]" storyline, Sin[image: External link] frees Odin's long-forgotten brother, Cul, a God of Fear known also as the Serpent[image: External link], from his underwater prison. Once free, The Serpent dispatches his generals known as the Worthy, each armed with magical uru hammers of their own, to descend the Earth into a state of fear. Although Thor and the Avengers manage to defeat the Serpent and his followers, Thor dies from the injuries he sustains during the battle.[191] At Thor's funeral, Thor and other people's memories of him are replaced by Ulik under the guise of Tanarus, a new thunder god.[192][193] Thor returns from the limbo of forgotten dead gods with the help of Loki and the Silver Surfer[image: External link], and vanquishes Ulik.[194]

During the 2012 "Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link]" storyline, Thor leads the Secret Avengers[image: External link] into deep space to battle the Phoenix Force[image: External link], but is defeated. He is later captured and taken prisoner by the phoenix-empowered duo of Colossus[image: External link] and Magik[image: External link].[195] Following the war, Captain America selects Thor to join the Avengers Unity Squad[image: External link], a new team of Avengers composed of both classic Avengers and X-Men.[196] Thor then investigates the disappearances of several gods, and defeats Gorr, the God Butcher[image: External link] in a story arc that spans several millennia.[197]

Following the murder of Uatu[image: External link] and his many secrets exposed during the 2014 "Original Sin[image: External link]" storyline, Thor learns that Angela[image: External link] is the daughter of Odin and that she was thought to have been killed during Asgard's war with the Angels[image: External link] of the Tenth Realm. In response, Odin severed the Tenth Realm from the other nine realms and removed all memory of its existence. Thor confronts Frigga about these events and travels to the Tenth Realm with Loki to learn more about his "sister".[198] Later, Nick Fury whispers an unrevealed secret to Thor that causes him to lose the ability to pick up his hammer.[199]

In the aftermath of the "Original Sin" storyline, Thor takes up the battle axe Jarnbjorn as a substitute for Mjolnir and subsequently loses his left arm in combat against Malekith the Accursed[image: External link]. Meanwhile, an unidentified woman, later revealed as Jane Foster[image: External link],[200] lifts Mjolnir; taking possession of Thor's power.[201] Although Thor initially attempts to reclaim the hammer,[202] he relinquishes the name and role of Thor after witnessing the woman wield its power. Thor Odinson continues his work as a superhero under the name "Odinson", using Jarnbjorn and a prosthetic arm made of black uru.[203]

In the 2016 limited series The Unworthy Thor, Odinson learns that Ultimate Thor[image: External link]'s hammer crash landed on Asgard following the Secret Wars[image: External link] storyline. Odinson ultimately turns down the opportunity to lift it and reveals to Beta Ray Bill that the words Nick Fury whispered to him were "Gorr was right", explaining that no god is worthy of mortal admiration. After this an unknown individual picks up Ultimate Thor's hammer calling himself the "War Thor".[204]
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Like all Asgardians, Thor is incredibly long-lived and relies upon periodic consumption of the Golden Apples of Idunn[image: External link] to sustain his extended lifespan, which to date has lasted many millennia[image: External link]. Being the son of Odin and the elder goddess Gaea, Thor is physically the strongest of the Asgardians.[72][93][205][206][207] Thor is capable of incredible feats of strength, such as pushing over the Leaning Tower of Pisa[image: External link] with his little finger, and ripping apart the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link].[205] If pressed in battle, Thor is capable of entering into a state known as the "Warrior's Madness[image: External link]" ("berserkergang" in Norwegian and Danish alike), which will temporarily increase his strength and stamina tenfold, although in this state he attacks friend and foe alike.[90][208][209]

Thor possesses a very high resistance to physical injury that approaches invulnerability.[210][211][212] Thor possesses keen senses[55] that allow him to track objects traveling faster than light[image: External link][213] and hear cries from the other side of the planet.[214] Thor has the ability to travel through time.[62] His stamina allowed him to battle the entire Frost Giant army for nine months without any sustenance or rest;[215] Thor has shown the ability to regenerate wounded portions of his body,[216] including entire limbs or organs, with the aid of magical forces such as Mjolnir.[216] Thor has superhuman speed, agility, and reflexes, enabling him to deflect bullets with his hammer.[217] In early stories, Thor has shown to be capable of vortex breath, which produces powerful winds.[62] Like all Asgardians, he has immunity to all Earthly diseases and some resistance to magic. Exceptionally powerful magic can overwhelm Odin's enchantment that transforms him between Asgardian and mortal forms.[218]

As the Norse god of thunder, Thor can summon the elements of the storm (lightning; rain; wind; snow) and uses Mjolnir as a tool to focus this ability, although the hammer cannot command artificial weather, only natural. He can cause these weather effects over the world and destroy entire buildings; by whirling his hammer he can lift entire buildings with the wind.[205] Thor can also create small tornadoes by quickly whipping his cape in circles.[217] As the son of the Earth goddess Gaea, Thor has shown some control over the Earth[image: External link].[219]

Thor is a superb hand-to-hand combatant, and is skilled in armed combat, excelling in the use of the war hammer[image: External link], sword[image: External link], axe[image: External link] and mace[image: External link]. Thor possesses two items which assist him in combat: the enchanted Belt of Strength, and his signature weapon, the mystical hammer Mjolnir[image: External link]. The first item doubles Thor's strength and endurance[220] while the second is used to control his weather abilities; flight; energy projection and absorption; dimensional travel; matter manipulation and the most powerful of his offensives, the God Blast (which taps into Thor's life force),[221][222][223][224] the Thermo-blast,[81] and the Anti-Force (which counteracts another force).[225] Using Mjolnir by throwing in the desired direction and then holding on to the handle's leather loop, Thor can fly at supersonic[image: External link] speeds in Earth's atmosphere and travel faster than light[image: External link] in space. When Thor has to transport companions and/or objects to a destination by himself, he has a chariot[image: External link] drawn by two huge mystical goats called Toothgnasher and Toothgrinder[image: External link] that can fly nearly anywhere he desires almost as easily as with Mjolnir.[130] He can throw an object out of Earth's atmosphere using his strength,[226] and throw his hammer to Asgard from which it will return.[55]

When Mjolnir was damaged, Doctor Strange[image: External link] bound Thor's soul into Mjolnir, meaning that if the hammer were to be broken again, Thor may die.[180]
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Main article: Alternative versions of Thor (Marvel Comics)[image: External link]
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Marvel Cinematic Universe






The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is an American media franchise[image: External link] and shared universe[image: External link] that is centered on a series[image: External link] of superhero films[image: External link], independently produced by Marvel Studios and based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics. The franchise has expanded to include comic books, short films, television series, and digital series. The shared universe, much like the original Marvel Universe[image: External link] in comic books, was established by crossing over[image: External link] common plot elements, settings, cast, and characters. Phil Coulson[image: External link], portrayed by Clark Gregg[image: External link], is an original character to the MCU and the only character to appear across all the different media of the MCU.

The first film released in the MCU was Iron Man[image: External link] (2008), which began the first phase of films culminating in the crossover film Marvel's The Avengers (2012). Phase Two began with Iron Man 3[image: External link] (2013), and concluded with Ant-Man[image: External link] (2015). The films are currently in Phase Three, which began with the release of Captain America: Civil War[image: External link] (2016). Marvel Television[image: External link] expanded the universe further, first to network television with Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] on ABC in the 2013–14 television season[image: External link], followed by online streaming[image: External link] with Marvel's Daredevil[image: External link] on Netflix[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link], and then to cable television[image: External link] with Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link], which is scheduled to air in 2018[image: External link] on Freeform[image: External link]. Marvel Television has also produced the digital series Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot[image: External link], which is a supplement to Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Soundtrack albums[image: External link] have been released for all of the films, along with many of television series, as well as the release of compilation albums[image: External link] containing existing music heard in the films. The MCU also includes tie-in comics[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics, while Marvel Studios has also produced a series of direct-to-video short films[image: External link] and a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign for its films and the universe with the faux news program WHIH Newsfront[image: External link].

The franchise has been commercially successful as a multimedia shared universe, though some critics have found that some of its films and television series have suffered in service of the wider universe. It has inspired other film and television studios with comic book character adaptation rights to attempt to create similar shared universes. The MCU has also been the focus of other media, outside of the shared universe, including attractions at the Disneyland Resort[image: External link] and Discovery Times Square[image: External link], two television specials, guidebooks for each film, a Lego video game[image: External link], and a commercial with Coca-Cola[image: External link].
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By 2005, Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] began planning to independently produce its own films and distribute them through Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[2] Previously, Marvel had co-produced[image: External link] several superhero films[image: External link] with Columbia Pictures[image: External link], New Line Cinema[image: External link] and others, including a seven-year development deal with 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[3] Marvel made relatively little profit from its licensing deals with other studios and wanted to get more money out of its films while maintaining artistic control of the projects and distribution.[4] Avi Arad[image: External link], head of Marvel's film division, was pleased with Sam Raimi's Spider-Man films[image: External link] at Sony, but was less pleased about others. As a result, they decided to form Marvel Studios, Hollywood's first major independent[image: External link] movie studio since DreamWorks[image: External link].[5]

Arad's second-in-command,[5] Kevin Feige[image: External link], realized that unlike Spider-Man[image: External link] and the X-Men[image: External link], whose film rights were licensed to Sony and Fox, respectively, Marvel still owned the rights to the core members of the Avengers[image: External link]. Feige, a self-professed "fanboy", envisioned creating a shared universe just as creators Stan Lee[image: External link] and Jack Kirby[image: External link] had done with their comic books in the early 1960s.[6] To raise capital, the studio secured funding from a seven-year, $525 million revolving credit facility with Merrill Lynch[image: External link].[4] Marvel's plan was to release individual films for their main characters and then merge them together in a crossover[image: External link] film.[7] Arad, who doubted the strategy yet insisted that it was his reputation that helped secure the initial financing, resigned the following year.[5][8]

In 2007, at 33 years old, Feige was named studio chief. In order to preserve its artistic integrity, Marvel Studios formed a six-person creative committee with people familiar with its comic book lore that included Feige, Marvel Studios co-president Louis D'Esposito, Marvel Comics' president of publishing Dan Buckley[image: External link], Marvel's chief creative officer Joe Quesada[image: External link], writer Brian Michael Bendis[image: External link], and Marvel Entertainment president Alan Fine[image: External link], who oversaw the committee.[5] Feige initially referred to the shared narrative continuity of these films as the "Marvel Cinema Universe",[9] but later used the term "Marvel Cinematic Universe".[10] Marvel has designated the Marvel Cinematic Universe as Earth-199999 within the continuity[image: External link] of the company's multiverse[image: External link], a collection of fictional alternate universes.[11]

In November 2013, Feige said that "in an ideal world" releases each year would include one film based on an existing character and one featuring a new character, saying it's "a nice rhythm" in that format. While not always the case, as evident by the 2013 releases of Iron Man 3[image: External link] and Thor: The Dark World, he said it is "certainly something to aim for."[12] Feige expanded on this in July 2014, saying, "I don't know that we'll keep to [that model] every year", but we're doing that in 2014 and 2015, "so I think it would be fun to continue that sort of thing."[13] In February 2014, Feige stated that Marvel Studios wants to mimic the "rhythm" that the comic books have developed, by having the characters appear in their own films, and then come together, much like "a big event[image: External link] or crossover[image: External link] series,"[14] with Avengers films acting as "big, giant linchpins."[15] After the reveal of multiple release dates for films through 2019 in July 2014,[16] Feige stated, "I think if you look at some of those dates that we've announced, we're going to three in a few of those years. Again, not because there's a number cruncher telling us to go to three, do more than two pictures a year, but because of the very reason just laid out: It is about managing [existing] franchises, film to film, and when we have a team ready to go, why tell them to go away for four years just because we don't have a slot? We'd rather find a way to keep that going."[17] After the titles were revealed in October 2014,[18] Feige said, "the studio's firing on all cylinders right now ... which made us comfortable for the first time ... to increase to three films a year [in 2017 and 2018] instead of just two, without changing our methods."[19]

On expanding the characters in the universe and letting individual films breathe and work on their own, as opposed to having Avenger team-ups outside of Avengers films, Feige stated, it's about "teaching the general movie going audience about the notion of the characters existing separately, coming together for specific events and going away and existing separately in their own worlds again. Just like comic readers have been doing for decades and decades ... People sort of are accepting that there's just a time when they should be together and there's a time when they’re not."[20] In April 2014, Feige revealed that Edgar Wright[image: External link]'s pitch for Ant-Man[image: External link] in 2006 helped shape the early films of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, saying, "We changed, frankly, some of the MCU to accommodate this version of Ant-Man[image: External link]. Knowing what we wanted to do with Edgar and with Ant-Man, going years and years back, helped to dictate what we did with the roster for Avengers the first time. It was a bit of both in terms of his idea for the Ant-Man story influencing the birth of the MCU in the early films leading up to Avengers."[21]

In October 2014, Marvel held a press event to announce the titles of their Phase Three films.[18] The event, which drew comparisons to Apple[image: External link]'s Worldwide Developers Conference[image: External link],[22] was done because all the information was ready. As Feige explained, "We wanted to do this at [San Diego] Comic-Con[image: External link] this year. Things were not set ... So the plan has been, since a few weeks before Comic-Con when we realized we weren’t going to be able to do everything we wanted to do, is to decide 'let's do either something we haven’t done in a long time, or something we've never done.' Which is a singular event, just to announce what we have when it's ready. I thought that might be early August, or mid-September, it ended up being [at the end of October]."[19]

In September 2015, after Marvel Studios was integrated into The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] with Feige reporting to Walt Disney Studios chairman Alan Horn[image: External link] instead of Marvel Entertainment CEO Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link],[23] it was reported that the studios' creative committee would have "nominal" input on the films moving forward, though would continue to consult on Marvel Television[image: External link] productions, which remained under Perlmutter's control.[24][25] All key film decisions going forward will be made by Feige, D'Esposito and Victoria Alonso.[24] At the end of the month, on how much story is developed for future films of the universe, Feige said there are "broad strokes" though sometime "super-specific things. But for the most part, in broad strokes that are broad enough and loose enough that, if through the development of four of five movies before we get to the culmination ... we still have room to sway and to move and to go and to surprise ourselves in places that we end up. So that all the movies, hopefully when they're finished, will feel like they're all interconnected and meant to be and planned far ahead, but really can live and breathe enough as individual movies to be satisfying each and of themselves." The studio also has various contingency plans for the direction of all of their films, in the event they are unable to secure a certain actor to reprise a role, or re-acquire the film rights to a character, such as was done in February 2015 with Spider-Man[image: External link].[26]

In April 2016, on moving the universe to Phase Four and reflecting on the first three, Feige said, "I think there will be a finality to moments of Phase Three, as well as new beginnings that will mark a different, a very different, a distinctively different chapter in what will someday be a complete first saga made up of three phases." Joe Russo added, "You build things up and people enjoy the experiences you've built up. But then you kind of reach an apex or you reach a climax, a moment where you go, ‘This structure is really going to start to be repetitious if we do this again, so what do we do now?’ So now, you deconstruct it. We’re in the deconstruction phase with [Captain America:] Civil War[image: External link] and leading into [Avengers:] Infinity War, which are the culmination films."[27] A year later, Feige felt after the conclusion of Phase Three, Marvel might abandon grouping the films by phases, saying, "it might be a new thing."[28]

On the potential for "superhero fatigue", Feige stated, "This year [2016], we’ve got Civil War and we’ve got Doctor Strange in November, two completely different movies. To me, and to all of Marvel Studios, that's what keeps it going. As long as we’re surprising people, as long as we’re not falling into things becoming too similar ... next year, [Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]], [Spider-Man: Homecoming[image: External link]], Thor: Ragnarok. Those are three totally different movies ... as long as the only shared thing is they come from the same source material and they’ve got our Marvel logo in front of the movies. Other than that they can be very distinct. What other studios do, what other properties, nothing we can do about it."[29]
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Over time, the distribution rights[image: External link] to Marvel Studios' films changed hands on multiple occasions. In November 2006, Universal Pictures[image: External link] announced that it would distribute The Incredible Hulk[image: External link],[30] in an arrangement separate from Marvel's 2005 deal with Paramount, which was distributing Marvel's other films.[2] In September 2008, after the international success of Iron Man[image: External link], Paramount signed a deal to have worldwide distribution rights for Iron Man 2[image: External link], Iron Man 3, Thor, Captain America: The First Avenger, and The Avengers.[31]

In late December 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion. In October 2010, Walt Disney Studios bought the distribution rights for Marvel's The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures,[32] with Paramount's logo remaining on the films, as well as for promotional material and merchandise,[33][34] although Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] is the only studio credited at the end of these films.[35] Disney has distributed all subsequent Marvel Studios films.[36] In July 2013, Disney purchased the distribution rights to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger from Paramount.[37] The Incredible Hulk was not part of the deal, due to an agreement between Marvel and Universal, where Marvel owns the film rights and Universal owns the distribution rights, for this film as well as the right of first refusal[image: External link] to distribute future Hulk[image: External link] films.[38] According to The Hollywood Reporter, a potential reason why Marvel has not bought the film distribution rights to the Hulk as they did with Paramount for the Iron Man, Thor, and Captain America films is because Universal holds the theme park[image: External link] rights to several Marvel characters that Disney wants for its own theme parks[image: External link].[39]

In February 2015, Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] and Marvel Studios announced a licensing deal that would allow Spider-Man to appear in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character first appearing in Captain America: Civil War.[40][41] Marvel Studios also explored opportunities to integrate other characters of the Marvel Cinematic Universe into future Spider-Man films financed, distributed, and controlled by Sony Pictures,[40] with Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] the first confirmed to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man[image: External link] in Spider-Man: Homecoming.[42] In June 2015, Feige clarified that the initial Sony deal does not apply to the MCU television series[image: External link], as it was "very specific ... with a certain amount of back and forth allowed."[43]
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In June 2010, Marvel Television[image: External link] was launched with Jeph Loeb[image: External link] as head.[44] By July 2012, the division had entered into discussions with ABC to create a show set in the MCU,[45] and in August, ABC ordered a pilot[image: External link] for a show called S.H.I.E.L.D., with The Avengers writer/director Joss Whedon[image: External link] involved;[46] it was later renamed Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link][47] In January 2014, the series Marvel's Agent Carter[image: External link] was announced, joining Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. at ABC,[48] while a put pilot[image: External link] order for the half-hour live-action comedy series, Marvel's Damage Control, was revealed in October 2015.[49] While talking about Marvel potentially making comedy series, Loeb said in January 2016 that Marvel always feels humor should be a part of anything they produce, despite possibly fitting more within a darker genre, as Daredevil and Jessica Jones do, while also staying "grounded and real". He added, "There are moments of levity that are in life that you need to bring to the table, or else it just becomes overwhelmingly oppressive ... If you're going to [explore comic book elements], it's always a good idea to make sure that the audience is aware that, yeah, it's funny [too]."[50]

In May 2016, after ABC had canceled Marvel's Agent Carter[image: External link] and passed on Marvel's Most Wanted[image: External link], ABC Entertainment[image: External link] president Channing Dungey[image: External link] said that Marvel and ABC were working together, looking "at series that would be beneficial to both brands" moving forward.[51] In November 2016, Marvel and IMAX Corporation[image: External link] announced Marvel's Inhumans[image: External link], based on the species of the same name[image: External link], after a planned film based on the characters had been removed from Marvel Studios' slate.[52][53][54] The first two episodes of the series were set to premiere in IMAX[image: External link] theaters in September 2017 for two weeks, before airing on ABC with the remainder of the series.[52] Ben Sherwood[image: External link], president of Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], said, "We’ve worked very carefully with our friends at Marvel Studios—and this is a critical point—to make sure that calendar-wise and content-wise we are only enhancing" the MCU; the theatrical debut of the series was timed to not interfere with the release of any Marvel Studios films—the theatrical run of the series will take place between the releases of Spider-Man: Homecoming and Thor: Ragnarok.[55][56] The deal was initially suggested to Marvel by IMAX after they had held a successful IMAX event with Game of Thrones[image: External link] in 2015. Sherwood described it as "a quadruple win—a win for IMAX, a win for Marvel, a win for ABC Studios and a win for ABC to launch a show in an innovative way and get attention" in an increasingly crowded market. Sherwood hoped that this would be the first of "several innovative ways to launch [television] programming."[56]
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By October 2013, Marvel was preparing four drama series and a miniseries, totaling 60 episodes, to present to video on demand[image: External link] services and cable providers, with Netflix[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link], and WGN America[image: External link] expressing interest.[57] In November 2013, it was announced that Disney would provide Netflix with live-action series based on Daredevil[image: External link], Jessica Jones[image: External link], Iron Fist[image: External link], and Luke Cage[image: External link], leading up to a miniseries based on the Defenders[image: External link].[58] Disney CEO Bob Iger[image: External link] stated that Netflix was chosen to air the shows, "when Disney realized it could use the streaming service as a way to grow the popularity of the characters". He added that, if the characters prove popular, they could become feature films.[59] Loeb later stated that Marvel was not "interested in making four pilots and then hoping someday that they could all get together. Netflix really understood what it is we wanted to do. They’re very open to directors that might not have that same opportunity in broadcast television. The notion of having all 13 episodes at one time, particularly in serialized storytelling, is very appealing."[60] Loeb also added that the four characters chosen "all had a previous existing relationship and all grew up on the same kind of stoop in New York [in the comics]. So it lent itself to a world. Does that mean these shows are going to be the same? No. They can't be. The characters have different issues, different problems, different feelings about them ... the example that I continually give is that I cannot think of two films that are more different in tone than The Winter Soldier[image: External link] and Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]. And yet, if you watch them back to back, they feel very Marvel. They feel very much like, 'Oh, it is still the same universe that I'm in.'"[61]

Quesada confirmed in April 2014 that the Netflix series would be set within the MCU[62] Loeb explained that "Within the Marvel universe there are thousands of heroes of all shapes and sizes, but the Avengers[image: External link] are here to save the universe and Daredevil is here to save the neighborhood ... It does take place in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It's all connected. But that doesn't necessarily mean that we would look up in the sky and see [Iron Man]. It's just a different part of New York that we have not yet seen in the Marvel movies."[63] In January 2015, Netflix COO Ted Sarandos[image: External link] said Netflix planned to release a Marvel series approximately a year apart from each other after Daredevil's April 2015 release.[64] A year later, Sarandos noted that the release schedules of the Marvel Netflix series are dependent on the "long production times and long post times. In some cases, when we have characters crossover, it makes it more difficult to manage production. It's not the goal to put out more than one or two [each] year ... The complex one is really The Defenders. The Defenders' production schedule will determine a lot of the season 2 and 3 output of those shows." He also noted on potential spin-offs that "all the characters in the universe could also spin out" into their own series at some point,[65] with Netflix ordering Marvel's The Punisher[image: External link], a spin-off from Daredevil, that April.[66] Sarandos later stated that Netflix was trying to close the gap between releases of Marvel seasons, but would always prioritize the quality of the series over higher numbers of releases per year. He also said that Netflix was open to exploring the MCU beyond the Defenders series, including potential crossovers with ABC's Marvel series.[67]
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In April 2016, the ABC-owned cable[image: External link] network Freeform[image: External link] announced Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link], based on the characters of the same name[image: External link], with a straight-to-series order for 2018.[68][69] The network confirmed that the series would be "its first venture into the Marvel Cinematic Universe", and described the show as a "superhero love story", a premise that Variety[image: External link] called "a seamless fit for Freeform" given the network's target audience of "Becomers" (the 14-34 age demographic).[68][70]
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 Crossovers to feature films




Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell[image: External link] revealed at the show's 2014 PaleyFest panel that the producers and writers are able to read the screenplays for upcoming MCU films to know where the universe is heading.[72] He noted that since the films have to be "big" and move "quickly through a lot of huge pieces", it is beneficial for the films to have the television series fill in any "gaps" for them.[73] His fellow executive producer Jed Whedon[image: External link] explained that each Marvel project is intended to standalone first before there is any interweaving, and noted that the series has to work with the film division and be aware of their plans so as not to interfere when introducing someone or something to the universe.[74] Bell elaborated that this was preferable so that people who do not watch the films can still follow the series, and vice versa.[73] Joss Whedon noted that this process "unfortunately just means the TV show gets, you know, leftovers." He stated that, for example, the series' creative team initially wanted to use Loki's scepter from The Avengers but were unable due to Whedon's plans for it in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[75]

In April 2014, Quesada stated that, beyond connecting to themselves, the Netflix series would connect with the films and other television series.[62] In October 2014, Feige said the opportunity "certainly" exists for characters in the Netflix series to appear in Avengers: Infinity War.[19] In March 2015, Loeb spoke on the ability for the Netflix series to crossover with the films and the ABC series, saying, "As it is now, in the same way that our films started out as self-contained and then by the time we got to The Avengers, it became more practical for Captain America to do a little crossover into Thor 2 and for Bruce Banner to appear at the end of Iron Man 3. We have to earn that. The audience needs to understand who all of these characters are and what the world is before you then start co-mingling".[76] In September 2015, Feige elaborated on the films referencing the television series, saying "I think that's inevitable at some point ... The schedules do not always quite match up to make that possible. It's easier for [the shows]. They're more nimble and faster and produce things quicker than we do, which is one of the main reasons you see the repercussions of Winter Soldier or [Avengers: Age of Ultron] in the show ... by the time we start doing a movie, they'd be mid-way through a season. By the time our movie comes out, they'd be [starting the next season]. So finding the timing on that is not always easy.[26]

Loeb talked further on the subject in July 2016, reiterating the issue of scheduling by saying "if I’m shooting a television series and that's going to go on over a six-month or eight-month period, how am I going to get [a television series actor] to be able to go be in a movie?" He noted that this would not be as much of an issue if characters were making very minor cameo appearances, but explained that Marvel was not interested in cameos and easter eggs just for the sake of fan service, which could detract from the story being told; "As I often get reported by you folks for saying #ItsAllConnected, our feeling is that the connection isn’t just whether or not somebody is walking into a movie or walking out of a television show. It's connected in the way that the shows come from the same place, that they are real, that they are grounded."[77]

In January 2017, Vincent D'Onofrio[image: External link], who portrays Wilson Fisk[image: External link] in Daredevil, said he "would love to switch over to the movies, but I think it's pretty much been said it's not going to happen. Or at least not for a very, very long time." D'Onofrio cited Feige's previous reasoning as well as the fact that the films already had difficulty "bringing big characters in that they have to service in the writing" and adding characters from the television series would be "just too many characters" since the films were "trying to figure out already how to individualize more and at the same time keep The Avengers going."[78] In March 2017, Anthony Mackie[image: External link], who portrays Sam Wilson / Falcon[image: External link] in the films, felt a crossover between the films and television series "wouldn't work at all" given they are "different universes, different worlds, different companies, different designs" and that "Kevin Feige is very specific about how he wants the Marvel Universe to be seen in the film world."[79] The following May, Feige noted that a character appearing in a television series would not necessarily exclude them from appearing in a film, adding that "at some point, there’s going to be a crossover. Crossover, repetition, or something."[80]
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 Other media




In 2008, the first official tie-in comic was released.[81] Quesada outlined his plan to expand the MCU into comic books, saying, "The MCU [comics] are going to be stories set within movie continuity. [They are] not necessarily direct adaptations of the movies, but maybe something that happened off screen and was mentioned in the movie ... Kevin Feige is involved with these and in some cases maybe the writers of the movies would be involved [as well.]"[82] Marvel Comics worked with Brad Winderbaum, Jeremy Latcham, and Will Corona Pilgrim at Marvel Studios to decide which concepts should be carried over from the Marvel Comics Universe to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, what to show in the tie-in comics, and what to leave for the films.[83] Marvel has clarified which of the tie-in comics are considered official canonical MCU stories, with the rest merely inspired by the MCU, "where we get to show off all the characters from the film in costume and in comic form."[84]

In August 2011, Marvel announced a series of direct-to-video[image: External link] short films called Marvel One-Shots[image: External link],[85] the name derived from the label used by Marvel Comics for their one-shot comics[image: External link].[86] Co-producer Brad Winderbaum said "It's a fun way to experiment with new characters and ideas, but more importantly it's a way for us to expand the Marvel Cinematic Universe and tell stories that live outside the plot of our features."[85] Each short film is designed to be a self-contained story that provides more backstory for characters or events introduced in the films.[87] In July 2012, D'Esposito stated that Marvel was considering the idea of introducing established characters who may not yet be ready to carry their own feature films in future One-Shots, stating, "There's always a potential to introduce a character. We have 8,000 of them, and they can’t all be at the same level. So maybe there are some that are not so popular, and we introduce them [with a short] – and they take off. I could see that happening."[88]

In March 2015, Marvel's Vice President of Animation Development and Production, Cort Lane, stated that animated tie-ins to the MCU were "in the works".[89] That July, Marvel Studios partnered with Google[image: External link] to produce the faux news program WHIH Newsfront with Christine Everhart[image: External link], a series of in-universe YouTube[image: External link] videos serving as the center of a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign to promote the films and universe.[90] In December 2016, a six-part web series, Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot[image: External link], was revealed, which debuted on ABC.com on December 13, 2016. It follows Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez[image: External link] on a secret mission, shortly before the start of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s fourth season[image: External link], with Natalia Cordova-Buckley[image: External link] reprising her role.[91]
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 Business practices




Marvel Studios developed specific business practices to create its shared universe, including choosing filmmakers that were considered "out-of-left-field", given their previous work. Feige remarked, "You don't have to have directed a big, giant visual-effects movie to do a big, giant visual-effects movie for us. You just have to have done something singularly sort of awesome,"[92] adding "It's worked out well for us when we've taken people [such as Jon Favreau[image: External link], Joss Whedon[image: External link], Kenneth Branagh[image: External link], and the Russo brothers[image: External link],] that have done very, very good things. Very rarely are one of those good things a big giant blockbuster superhero movie."[93] When hiring directors, the studio usually has "a kernel of an idea of what we want", which is presented to potential directors over the course of several meetings to discuss and further expand. "And if over the course of three or four or five meetings they make it way better than what we initially were spewing to them, they usually get the job", according to Feige.[26] Later expanding on this process, Feige explained that before talking to any directors on a film, Marvel Studios often puts together a "lookbook" of influences from the comics and art by Marvel's visual development department, to create a visual template for the film. These are put together at company retreats, which the studio holds every "18 months or so" to plan out and develop the phases of the MCU. These lookbooks are not always shown to directors, though, with Marvel sometimes preferring to let the director offer their own ideas first.[94]

Scott Derrickson[image: External link] did not see a lookbook for Doctor Strange, instead putting together his own presentation, with concept art and storyboards by himself and professionals he hired, to sell himself and his vision of the film to Marvel. In contrast, Marvel shared several different ideas for what Thor: Ragnarok could be with prospective filmmakers, who then went away and developed what they thought the film should be from that. Taika Waititi[image: External link] created a sizzle reel using clips from other films to present his vision based on Marvel's ideas, a practice that Marvel discourages as they "oftentimes can be really terrible". However, Marvel thought Waititi's was "amazing". Derrickson and Waititi were both eventually hired for the films.[94] For Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Joe and Anthony Russo met with the studio four times over two months before they were hired, during which they "kept getting more and more specific about what our vision was", putting together "reference videos, storyboards, script pages, you name it. We did like a 30-page book that had everything that we’d do with the character, from the theme of the movie to the tone of the film to the fighting style to what we liked about the character and what we didn’t like". This meant that by the time they were hired they had already "figured the movie out".[95]

When the studio hired Kenneth Branagh and Joe Johnston to direct Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link], respectively, it made sure both directors were open to the idea of a shared universe and including Avengers set-up scenes in their films.[6] Joe Russo stated, "That's the exciting component of [incorporating references to the larger universe]. 'What can we set up for the future?' You're constantly pitching out ideas that not only affect your movie, but may have a ripple effect that affects other films ... It's a weird sort of tapestry of writers and directors working together to create this universe that's sort of organic."[20] Anthony added, "The great thing about the Marvel [Cinematic Universe], just like the publishing [arm], it's a very vast, inter-connected universe, where characters will have their rise and fall, so to speak, and hand off to other characters. As the cinematic universe moves forward, you may start to see the cinematic universe adopt that same pattern, as the publishing has, where there's closure with some characters and new beginnings with other characters."[96] He added that, for directors to "fit" in at Marvel, they must understand how to "take a larger story and wrangle it into a moment", yet keep it connected.[20]

On allowing directors and writers to work within Marvel's shared universe concept, Joe Russo said that Feige has "big pieces that he knows he wants to build towards, but the way that you get there is open to interpretation and improv a little bit." For the Russos in The Winter Soldier, they had to deal with the idea of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] being infiltrated by Hydra[image: External link], with Joe saying, "how we get there is all up to us. And I think why Marvel has been so successful is because it's been such a clear plan, that everything is interconnected and they’re building emotional capital with each movie that you can then trade off of in the next film."[97] Joe later elaborated that once each film's creative team "come up with conceptually what we want to do" for a film, then we will ask questions about whether this would interfere with a storyline in another movie. Or, what's going on in that film, can we pull some of that into this film? That's where you start looking for the interconnectedness, but it's very important early on that the concept be created in a bubble because you have to protect the idea, it has to be driven by storytelling. Kevin's ... always in the mindset of "let's just make this movie now and worry about the next movie when it comes."[95]

Marvel Studios also began contracting their actors for multiple films, including signing actor Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] to a then "unprecedented" nine-movie contract.[99] In July 2014, Feige said that the studio has all actors sign contracts for multiples films, with the norm being for 3 or more, and the 9 or 12 film deals "more rare".[100] Actor's contracts also feature clauses that allows Marvel to use up to three minutes of an actor's performance from one film for another, which Marvel describes as "bridging material".[25] At Marvel Television, actors such as Charlie Cox[image: External link] (Matt Murdock / Daredevil[image: External link] in Daredevil) and Adrianne Palicki[image: External link] (Bobbi Morse / Mockingbird[image: External link] in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.) are contractually obliged to appear in a Marvel film if asked.[101][102] In May 2015, after starring as Claire Temple[image: External link] in the first season of Daredevil, Rosario Dawson[image: External link] signed with Marvel to return for the second season of the series as part of an "exclusive TV deal" that also allows her to appear in any other Marvel Netflix series, including Jessica Jones and Luke Cage.[103] Dawson explained that she signs on with Marvel for a year at a time, for a certain amount of episodes, and finds out which series the episodes are for closer to the time of filming.[104]

In August 2012, Marvel signed Joss Whedon to an exclusive contract through June 2015 for film and television. With the deal, Whedon would "contribute creatively" on Phase Two of the MCU and develop the first television series set in the universe.[105] In March 2013, Whedon expanded on his consulting responsibilities, saying, "I understand what Kevin [Feige] is going for and where he's heading, and I read the scripts and watch cuts and talk to the directors and writers and give my opinion. Occasionally there could be some writing. But I’m not trying to get in anybody's soup, I’m just trying to be helpful."[106] Whedon later elaborated that "Since the story has already been approved and everybody knows what we're doing with Avengers 2, we can really lay it out. It's not like anyone's saying "well I don't know, what if I need that?" It's like "doing this is troublesome for us, whereas doing this will actually help us." ... You want to honor the events of the last movie but you don't want to be beholden to them, because some people will see Avengers[: Age of Ultron] who did not see any of the movies in between or even Avengers 1." He also found working in television and script doctoring[image: External link] to be "great training ground[s] for dealing with this ... because you're given a bunch of pieces and told to make them fit—even if they don't."[107]

For the Russo brothers and writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely[image: External link] working on Avengers: Infinity War and Phase Three, they saw "a through line from Winter Soldier, through Civil War, right to Infinity War", with films like Doctor Strange and Thor: Ragnarok laying groundwork for the "culmination" in Infinity War. Subsequently, they talked "to the directors and writers of the other Phase 3 movies on an almost weekly basis, to make sure everything lines up right."[108] Similarly, when developing the crossover miniseries The Defenders, showrunner Marco Ramirez consulted with the creators of all the individual Marvel Netflix series, having them read each of the scripts for The Defenders and provide insight into the individual character's world.[109] In April 2017, along with his announcement that he was returning to write and direct Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link], James Gunn[image: External link] revealed he would be working with Marvel "to help design where these stories go, and make sure the future of the Marvel Cosmic Universe is as special and authentic and magical as what we have created so far."[110]
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 Feature films




Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]




	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)
	Status



	Phase One: Avengers Assembled[111]



	Iron Man[image: External link]
	May 2, 2008
	Jon Favreau[image: External link][112]
	Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby[image: External link] and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway[image: External link][112][113]
	Avi Arad[image: External link] and Kevin Feige[image: External link]
	Released



	The Incredible Hulk[image: External link]
	June 13, 2008
	Louis Leterrier[image: External link][114]
	Zak Penn[image: External link][115]
	Avi Arad, Gale Anne Hurd[image: External link]

and Kevin Feige



	Iron Man 2[image: External link]
	May 7, 2010
	Jon Favreau[116]
	Justin Theroux[image: External link][117]
	Kevin Feige



	Thor
	May 6, 2011
	Kenneth Branagh[image: External link][118]
	Ashley Edward Miller[image: External link] & Zack Stentz[image: External link] and Don Payne[image: External link][119]



	Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]
	July 22, 2011
	Joe Johnston[image: External link][120]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link][121]



	Marvel's The Avengers
	May 4, 2012
	Joss Whedon[image: External link][122]



	Phase Two[19][123]



	Iron Man 3[image: External link]
	May 3, 2013
	Shane Black[image: External link][124]
	Drew Pearce[image: External link] and Shane Black[124][125]
	Kevin Feige
	Released



	Thor: The Dark World
	November 8, 2013
	Alan Taylor[image: External link][126]
	Christopher Yost[image: External link] and Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[127]



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier[image: External link]
	April 4, 2014
	Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link][128]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[129]



	Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]
	August 1, 2014
	James Gunn[image: External link][130]
	James Gunn and Nicole Perlman[image: External link][131]



	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	May 1, 2015
	Joss Whedon[132]



	Ant-Man[image: External link]
	July 17, 2015
	Peyton Reed[image: External link][133]
	Edgar Wright[image: External link] & Joe Cornish[image: External link] and Adam McKay[image: External link] & Paul Rudd[image: External link][134]



	Phase Three[19][135][136]



	Captain America: Civil War[image: External link]
	May 6, 2016
	Anthony and Joe Russo[137]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[137]
	Kevin Feige
	Released



	Doctor Strange
	November 4, 2016
	Scott Derrickson[image: External link][138]
	Jon Spaihts[image: External link] and Scott Derrickson & C. Robert Cargill[image: External link][139]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]
	May 5, 2017
	James Gunn[131]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming[image: External link]
	July 7, 2017[140]
	Jon Watts[image: External link][141]
	Jonathan Goldstein[image: External link] & John Francis Daley[image: External link] and

Jon Watts & Christopher Ford and

Chris McKenna[image: External link] & Erik Sommers[142]
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal[image: External link]
	Post-production



	Thor: Ragnarok
	November 3, 2017[143]
	Taika Waititi[image: External link][144]
	Eric Pearson[145]
	Kevin Feige



	Black Panther[image: External link]
	February 16, 2018[136]
	Ryan Coogler[image: External link][146]
	Joe Robert Cole and Ryan Coogler[147][148]



	Avengers: Infinity War
	May 4, 2018[18]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[149]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[150]
	Filming



	Ant-Man and the Wasp[image: External link]
	July 6, 2018[136]
	Peyton Reed[151]
	Andrew Barrer & Gabriel Ferrari and Paul Rudd[152]
	Pre-production[153][154]



	Captain Marvel[image: External link]
	March 8, 2019[136]
	Anna Boden[image: External link] and Ryan Fleck[image: External link][155]
	Nicole Perlman & Meg LeFauve[image: External link][156]



	Untitled Avengers film
	May 3, 2019[18]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[149]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[150]



	Post-Phase Three



	Spider-Man: Homecoming 2[image: External link]
	July 5, 2019[157]
	TBA
	TBA
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal
	In development



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link]
	TBA
	James Gunn[110]
	Kevin Feige
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 Television series




Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series[image: External link]




	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired / released
	Showrunner[image: External link](s)
	Status



	First aired
	Last aired



	ABC series



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	22
	September 24, 2013
	May 13, 2014
	Jed Whedon[image: External link], Maurissa Tancharoen[image: External link], and Jeffrey Bell[image: External link][158]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 23, 2014
	May 12, 2015



	
	3[image: External link]
	22
	September 29, 2015
	May 17, 2016



	
	4[image: External link]
	22
	September 20, 2016
	May 16, 2017



	
	5
	22[159]
	January 2018[160]
	TBA
	In development



	Marvel's Agent Carter[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	8
	January 6, 2015
	February 24, 2015
	Tara Butters, Michele Fazekas, and Chris Dingess[161]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	10
	January 19, 2016
	March 1, 2016



	Marvel's Inhumans[image: External link]
	
	1
	8[53]
	September 22, 2017[a]
	TBA
	Scott Buck[image: External link][165]
	Filming



	Netflix[image: External link] series



	Marvel's Daredevil[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	April 10, 2015
	Steven S. DeKnight[image: External link][166]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	13
	March 18, 2016
	Doug Petrie[image: External link] and Marco Ramirez[167]



	
	3[image: External link][168]
	TBA
	TBA
	Pre-production



	Marvel's Jessica Jones[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	November 20, 2015
	Melissa Rosenberg[image: External link][169]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	13[170]
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Luke Cage[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	September 30, 2016
	Cheo Hodari Coker[image: External link][171]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link][172]
	TBA
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Iron Fist[image: External link]
	
	1
	13
	March 17, 2017
	Scott Buck[image: External link][173]
	Released



	Marvel's The Defenders[image: External link]
	
	1
	8[174]
	August 18, 2017[175]
	Marco Ramirez[109]
	Preparing for release



	Marvel's The Punisher[image: External link]
	
	1
	13[176]
	2017[177]
	Steve Lightfoot[image: External link][66]



	Freeform[image: External link] series



	Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link]
	
	1[68]
	10[178]
	2018[69]
	TBA
	Joe Pokaski[image: External link][69]
	Filming



	Pilots only



	Marvel's Most Wanted[image: External link]
	
	
	Jeffrey Bell and Paul Zbyszewski[image: External link][179]
	Unaired



	Marvel's Damage Control[image: External link]
	
	
	TBA
	TBA
	Ben Karlin[image: External link][49]
	Put pilot[image: External link] ordered[49]






	
^ A version of the first two episodes will debut in IMAX theaters on September 1, 2017,[162] and run for two weeks,[163] before the September 22 television premiere on ABC.[164]
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 Short films




Main article: Marvel One-Shots[image: External link]




	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director
	Screenwriter
	Producer
	Home media release



	The Consultant[image: External link]
	September 13, 2011
	Leythum[85]
	Eric Pearson[88][180]
	Kevin Feige[image: External link]
	Thor



	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer[image: External link]
	October 25, 2011
	Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]



	Item 47[image: External link]
	September 25, 2012
	Louis D’Esposito[88][180]
	Marvel's The Avengers



	Agent Carter[image: External link]
	September 3, 2013 (Digital)

September 24, 2013 (Physical)
	Iron Man 3[image: External link]



	All Hail the King[image: External link]
	February 4, 2014 (Digital)

February 25, 2014 (Physical)
	Drew Pearce[image: External link][181]
	Thor: The Dark World





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Digital series






	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally released
	Status



	First released
	Last released



	WHIH Newsfront[image: External link] [a]
	
	1[image: External link]
	5
	July 2, 2015
	July 16, 2015
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	5
	April 22, 2016
	May 3, 2016



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot[image: External link]
	
	1
	6
	December 13, 2016






	
^ WHIH Newsfront is an in-universe current affairs show that serves as a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign for some of the MCU films.[90][182] The campaign is an extension of the fictional news network WHIH World News, which is seen reporting on major events in many MCU films and television series.[183]
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 Comic books




Main article: Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in comics[image: External link]




	Title
	Issue(s)
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)



	First published
	Last published



	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man![image: External link]
	2
	January 27, 2010
	February 24, 2010
	Peter David[image: External link][184]
	Sean Chen[184]



	Iron Man 2: Public Identity[image: External link]
	3
	April 28, 2010
	May 12, 2010
	Joe Casey[image: External link] and Justin Theroux[image: External link][185]
	Barry Kitson[image: External link][185]



	Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	1
	September 1, 2010
	Joe Casey[185]
	Tim Green[image: External link], Felix Ruiz[image: External link], and Matt Camp[185]



	Captain America: First Vengeance[image: External link]
	4
	May 4, 2011
	June 29, 2011
	Fred Van Lente[image: External link][186]
	Neil Edwards[187] and Luke Ross[188]



	Marvel's The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week[image: External link]
	4
	March 7, 2012
	April 18, 2012
	Story by: Chris Yost[image: External link] and Eric Pearson[189]

Scripts by: Eric Pearson[189]
	Luke Ross[190]



	Marvel's The Avengers: Black Widow Strikes[image: External link]
	3
	May 2, 2012
	June 6, 2012
	Fred Van Lente[191]
	Neil Edwards[192]



	Marvel's Iron Man 2[image: External link]
	2
	November 7, 2012
	December 5, 2012
	Christos N. Gage[image: External link][193][194][195]
	Ramon Rosanas[193]



	Marvel's Iron Man 3 Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	January 2, 2013
	February 6, 2013
	Steve Kurth[195]



	Marvel's Thor[image: External link]
	2
	January 16, 2013
	February 20, 2013
	Lan Medina[194]



	Marvel's Thor: The Dark World Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	June 5, 2013
	July 10, 2013
	Craig Kyle[image: External link] and Chris Yost[196]
	Scot Eaton[image: External link][196] and Ron Lim[197]



	Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]
	2
	November 6, 2013
	December 11, 2013
	Peter David[198][199]
	Wellinton Alves[198]



	Marvel's Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic[image: External link]
	1
	January 28, 2014
	Rock He-Kim[199]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Infinite Comic – Dangerous Prey[image: External link]
	1
	April 1, 2014
	Dan Abnett[image: External link] and Andy Lanning[image: External link][200]
	Andrea Di Vito[200]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	April 2, 2014
	May 28, 2014
	Wellinton Alves[201]



	Marvel's The Avengers[image: External link]
	2
	December 24, 2014
	January 7, 2015
	Will Corona Pilgrim[202][203][204][205]
	Joe Bennett[image: External link][202]



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude – This Scepter'd Isle[image: External link]
	1
	February 4, 2015
	Wellinton Alves[204]



	Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	February 4, 2015
	March 4, 2015
	Miguel Sepulveda[203]



	Marvel's Ant-Man – Scott Lang: Small Time[image: External link]
	1
	March 3, 2015
	Wellinton Alves and Daniel Govar[205]



	Marvel's Jessica Jones[image: External link]
	1
	October 7, 2015
	Brian Michael Bendis[image: External link][206]
	Michael Gaydos[image: External link][206]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude[image: External link]
	4
	December 16, 2015
	January 27, 2016
	Will Corona Pilgrim[207][208][209][210][211][212]
	Szymon Kudranski[207] and Lee Ferguson[213]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude Infinite Comic[image: External link]
	1
	February 10, 2016
	Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka[image: External link],

and Guillermo Mogorron[208]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	July 6, 2016
	August 24, 2016
	Jorge Fornés[209]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude Infinite Comic – The Zealot[image: External link]
	1
	September 7, 2016



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	January 4, 2017
	February 1, 2017
	Christopher Allen[214]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	March 1, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	Todd Nauck[211]



	Marvel's Thor: Ragnarok Prelude[image: External link]
	4[215]
	July 5, 2017[212]
	TBA
	J.L. Giles[212]
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 Recurring cast and characters




Further information: Marvel Cinematic Universe film cast members[image: External link], television series cast members[image: External link], One-Shot cast members[image: External link], WHIH Newsfront cast members[image: External link], and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot cast members[image: External link]



List indicator(s)


	This table includes characters who have appeared in multiple MCU media.

	A dark grey cell indicates the character has not appeared in that medium.

	A P indicates a new appearance in onscreen photographs only.







	Character
	Feature films
	Television series
	Short films
	Digital series



	Felix Blake
	 
	Titus Welliver[image: External link][88][216]
	 



	Peggy Carter[image: External link]
	Hayley Atwell[image: External link][48][217][218]
	 



	Phil Coulson[image: External link]
	Clark Gregg[image: External link][219][220]



	Darren Cross[image: External link]

Yellowjacket[image: External link]
	Corey Stoll[image: External link][221]
	 
	Corey Stoll[221]



	Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan[image: External link]
	Neal McDonough[image: External link][218][222][223]
	 



	Matthew Ellis
	William Sadler[image: External link][224][225]
	 
	William Sadler[226]



	Christine Everhart[image: External link]
	Leslie Bibb[image: External link][182]
	 
	Leslie Bibb[90]



	Leo Fitz
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[image: External link][227]
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[220]



	Nick Fury[image: External link]
	Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link][228][229]
	 



	Justin Hammer[image: External link]
	Sam Rockwell[image: External link][230]
	 
	Sam Rockwell[231]
	 



	Maria Hill[image: External link]
	Cobie Smulders[image: External link][232]
	 



	Daisy "Skye" Johnson

Quake[image: External link]
	 
	Chloe Bennet[image: External link][233]
	 
	Chloe Bennet[220]



	Scott Lang

Ant-Man[image: External link]
	Paul Rudd[image: External link][221]
	 
	Paul Rudd[221]



	List
	Henry Goodman[image: External link][234]
	 



	Jeffrey Mace

Patriot[image: External link]
	 
	Jason O'Mara[image: External link][235]
	 
	Jason O'Mara[220]



	Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie[image: External link]
	 
	Henry Simmons[image: External link][236]
	 
	Henry Simmons[220]



	Gideon Malick
	Powers Boothe[image: External link][237]
	 



	Melinda May
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[image: External link]
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[220]



	Jim Morita[image: External link]
	Kenneth Choi[image: External link][222][223]
	 



	Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez[image: External link]
	 
	Natalia Cordova-Buckley[image: External link][238]
	 
	Natalia Cordova-Buckley[220]



	Sif[image: External link]
	Jaimie Alexander[image: External link][239][240]
	 



	Jemma Simmons
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[image: External link][227]
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[220]



	Jasper Sitwell[image: External link]
	Maximiliano Hernández[image: External link][241][242][243]
	 



	Trevor Slattery[image: External link]
	Ben Kingsley[image: External link][244]
	 
	Ben Kingsley[181]
	 



	Howard Stark[image: External link]
	Gerard SandersP [245]

John Slattery[image: External link][246]

Dominic Cooper[image: External link][247]
	Dominic Cooper[218][248]
	 



	Anton Vanko[image: External link]
	Yevgeni Lazarev[image: External link][249]
	Costa Ronin[image: External link][250]
	 



	Arnim Zola[image: External link]
	Toby Jones[image: External link][251][252]
	 




Additionally, Paul Bettany[image: External link] was the first actor to portray two main characters within the universe, voicing Tony Stark[image: External link]'s artificial intelligence[image: External link] J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] in the Iron Man and Avengers films, and portraying Vision[image: External link] in Avengers films and Captain America: Civil War.[253][254][255] Stan Lee[image: External link], creator or co-creator of many of the characters seen in the MCU, has cameo appearances[image: External link] in all of the feature films and television series. His cameo in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 sees Lee appearing as an informant to the Watchers[image: External link], discussing previous adventures that include Lee's cameos in other MCU films; he specifically mentions his time as a FedEx[image: External link] delivery man, referring to Lee's cameo in Captain America: Civil War.[256] This acknowledged the fan theory that Lee may be portraying the same character in all his cameos,[257] with writer and director James Gunn noting that "people thought Stan Lee is [Uatu the Watcher[image: External link]] and that all of these cameos are part of him being a Watcher. So, Stan Lee as a guy who is working for the Watchers was something that I thought was fun for the MCU."[256][257] Feige added that Lee "clearly exists, you know, above and apart from the reality of all the films. So the notion that he could be sitting there on a cosmic pit stop during the jump gate sequence in Guardians...really says, so wait a minute, he's this same character who's popped up in all these films?"[258]
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 Music




Main article: Music of the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]
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 Film soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Iron Man: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	May 6, 2008
	54:14
	Ramin Djawadi[image: External link]
	Lionsgate[image: External link]



	The Incredible Hulk: Original Motion Picture Score[image: External link]
	June 13, 2008
	110:55
	Craig Armstrong[image: External link]
	Marvel Music[image: External link]



	Iron Man 2: Original Motion Picture Score[image: External link]
	July 20, 2010
	72:01
	John Debney[image: External link]
	Columbia Records[image: External link]



	Thor[image: External link]
	May 3, 2011
	71:53
	Patrick Doyle[image: External link]
	Buena Vista Records[image: External link]

Marvel Music



	Captain America: The First Avenger—Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	July 19, 2011
	71:53
	Alan Silvestri[image: External link]



	The Avengers (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	May 1, 2012
	64:25
	Hollywood Records[image: External link]

Marvel Music



	Iron Man 3 (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	April 30, 2013
	75:53
	Brian Tyler[image: External link]



	Thor: The Dark World (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	November 12, 2013
	77:11



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	April 1, 2014
	74:32
	Henry Jackman[image: External link]



	Guardians of the Galaxy (Original Score)[image: External link]
	July 29, 2014
	64:34
	Tyler Bates[image: External link]



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	April 28, 2015
	77:26
	Brian Tyler and Danny Elfman[image: External link]



	Ant-Man (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	July 17, 2015
	65:20
	Christophe Beck[image: External link]



	Captain America: Civil War (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	May 6, 2016
	69:09
	Henry Jackman



	Doctor Strange (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	October 21, 2016
	66:28
	Michael Giacchino[image: External link]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (Original Score)[image: External link]
	April 21, 2017
	43:34
	Tyler Bates



	Spider-Man: Homecoming (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	July 7, 2017
	
	Michael Giacchino
	Sony Masterworks[image: External link]
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 Television soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Daredevil (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	April 27, 2015
	41:45
	John Paesano[image: External link]
	Hollywood Records[image: External link]

Marvel Music[image: External link]



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	September 4, 2015
	77:52
	Bear McCreary[image: External link]



	Marvel's Agent Carter: Season 1 (Original Television Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	December 11, 2015
	65:31
	Christopher Lennertz[image: External link]



	Jessica Jones (Original Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	June 3, 2016
	59:53
	Sean Callery[image: External link]



	Daredevil: Season 2 (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	July 15, 2016
	50:49
	John Paesano



	Luke Cage (Original Soundtrack Album)[image: External link]
	October 7, 2016
	95:09
	Adrian Younge[image: External link] and Ali Shaheed Muhammad[image: External link]



	Iron Fist (Original Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	March 17, 2017
	62:00
	Trevor Morris[image: External link]
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 Singles






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Artist(s)
	Label



	"Live to Rise[image: External link]"
	April 17, 2012
	4:40
	Soundgarden[image: External link]
	Hollywood Records[image: External link]

Marvel Music[image: External link]



	"Watcha Gonna Do (It's Up to You)[image: External link]"
	March 18, 2016
	3:51
	Enver Gjokaj[image: External link] and Hayley Atwell[image: External link]



	"Bulletproof Love[image: External link]"
	September 30, 2016
	2:12
	Adrian Younge[image: External link], Ali Shaheed Muhammad[image: External link] and Method Man[image: External link]
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 Reception




Jim Vorel of Herald & Review[image: External link] called the Marvel Cinematic Universe "complicated" and "impressive", but said, "As more and more heroes get their own film adaptations, the overall universe becomes increasingly confusing."[259] Kofi Outlaw of Screen Rant stated that while The Avengers was a success, "Marvel Studios still has room to improve their approach to building a shared movie universe".[260] Some reviewers criticized the fact that the desire to create a shared universe led to films that did not hold as well on their own. In his review of Thor: The Dark World, Forbes[image: External link] critic Scott Mendelson likened the MCU to "a glorified television series", with The Dark World being a "'stand-alone' episode that contains little long-range mythology."[261] Collider's Matt Goldberg considered that while Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger were quality productions, "they have never really been their own movies", feeling that the plot detours to S.H.I.E.L.D. or lead-ups to The Avengers dragged down the films' narratives.[262]

The metaphor of the MCU as "the world's biggest TV show" was discussed again, after the release of Captain America: Civil War, by Todd VanDerWerff of Vox[image: External link], who felt that film in particular highlighted Marvel's success with the model, saying, "Viewed in complete isolation, the plot of Captain America: Civil War makes little to no sense ... [but] when you think about where [Captain America] has been in earlier Marvel films ... his leeriness about being subject to oversight makes a lot more sense." VanDerWerff continued that when thinking about the MCU as a television series, many "common criticisms people tend to level at it take on a new context" such as complaints that the films are formulaic, lack "visual spark", or "shoehorn in story elements" that "are necessary to set up future films", all characteristics that "are fairly typical on television, where a director's influence is much lower than that of the showrunner", in this case, Feige. Comparing the films to the series Game of Thrones[image: External link] specifically, VanDerWerff noted that each solo film checks "in on various characters and their individual side stories, before bringing everyone together in the finale (or, rather, an Avengers film)", with Guardians of the Galaxy being equivalent to the character Daenerys Targaryen[image: External link]—"both separated by long distances from everybody else." He noted that this format was an extension of early "TV-like" film franchises such as Star Wars[image: External link], as well as the format of the comics upon which the films are based. "I say all of this not to suggest that film franchises resembling TV series is necessarily a good trend", VanDerWerff concluded, "For as much as I generally enjoy the Marvel movies, I'm disheartened by the possibility that their particular form might take over the film industry ... But I also don't think it's the end of the world if Marvel continues on ... there's a reason TV has stolen so much of the cultural conversation over the past few decades. There's something legitimately exciting about the way the medium tells stories when it's good, and if nothing else, Marvel's success shows the film world could learn from that."[263]

Following the conclusion of season one of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., Mary McNamara at the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] praised the connections between that series and the films, stating that "never before has television been literally married to film, charged with filling in the back story and creating the connective tissue of an ongoing film franchise ... [Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.] is now not only a very good show in its own right, it's part of Marvel's multiplatform city-state. It faces a future of perpetual re-invention, and that puts it in the exhilarating first car of television's roller-coaster ride toward possible world domination."[264] Terri Schwartz of Zap2it agreed with this sentiment, stating that "the fact that [Captain America: The Winter Soldier] so influenced the show is game-changing in terms of how the mediums of film and television can be interwoven", though "the fault there seems to be that Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. had to bide time until The Winter Soldier's release", which led to much criticism.[265]

In January 2015, Michael Doran of Newsarama[image: External link] and Graeme McMillian of The Hollywood Reporter had a "point-counterpoint" debate in response to the first Ant-Man trailer. Doran stated, "Marvel has raised the bar sooo high that as opposed to just allowing another film to finish under the [MCU] bar, we're all overly and perhaps even eager to overreact to the first thing that doesn't clear it". McMillian responded, "at this point, Marvel's brand is such that I'm not sure it can offer up something like [the trailer] without it seeming like a crushing disappointment ... part of Marvel's brand is that it doesn't offer the kind of run-of-the-mill superhero movie that you're talking about, that it's ... at least different enough to tweak and play with the genre somehow ... The fact that there's such upset about this trailer being ... well, okay ... suggests to me that the audience is expecting something to knock their socks off." Doran concluded, "That does seem to be the point here—the expectations fans now have for everything Marvel Studios ... [and] Marvel is going to eventually falter."[266]

After seeing the portrayal of Yellowjacket[image: External link] in Ant-Man, the antagonist of the film, McMillian noted,


It's hardly a secret that Marvel Studios has a bit of a problem when it comes to offering up exciting characters for their heroes to fight against ... [their] villains generally fall into one of two camps. There's the Unstoppable Monster ... or there's the Professional White Guy In A Suit With An Ego ... No matter which of the groups the above villains fall into, they share one common purpose: evil. The motivations for evil likely differ—although, invariably, they fall under the umbrella of 'misguided belief in a greater good that doesn't exist'—but that really doesn't matter, because without fail, there will be so little time in the movie to actually properly explore those motivations, meaning that to all intents and purposes, the villain is being evil for reasons of plot necessity and little else ... The strange thing about this is that Marvel's comic books offer a number of wonderful, colorful bad guys who could step outside the above parameters and offer an alternative to the formulaic villains audiences have gotten used to (and arguably bored with) ... In future movies, we can only hope [they are] treated in such a way that their freak flags are allowed to fly free.[267]



Following the release of Jessica Jones, David Priest at c|net[image: External link] wrote about how the series rescues "Marvel from itself ... Jessica Jones takes big steps forward in terms of theme, craft and diversity. It's a good story first, and a superhero show second. And for the first time, the MCU seems like it matters. Our culture needs stories like this. Here's hoping Marvel keeps them coming."[268] For Paul Tassi and Erik Kain of Forbes, watching the series made them question the MCU, with Kain feeling that the "morally complex, violent, dark world of Jessica Jones has no place in the MCU ... right now, the MCU is holding back shows like Jessica Jones and Daredevil, while those shows are contributing absolutely nothing to the MCU."[269] Tassi went so far as to wonder what "the point of the Marvel Cinematic Universe" is, lamenting the lack of major crossovers in the franchise since the Winter Soldier reveal on Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and saying that Jessica Jones is "so far removed from the world of The Avengers, it might as well not be in the same universe at all ... [I] really don't understand the point of [the MCU] if they're going to keep everything within it separated off in these little boxes".[270] Conversely, Eric Francisco of Inverse called Jessica Jones's lack of overt connections to the MCU "the show's chief advantage. Besides demonstrating how physically wide open the MCU's scope really is, Jessica Jones also proves the MCU's thematic durability."[271]

In April 2016, Marvel Studios revealed that Alfre Woodard[image: External link] would appear in Captain America: Civil War, having already been cast as Mariah Dillard[image: External link] in Luke Cage the previous year.[272] This "raised hopes that Marvel could be uniting its film and Netflix universes",[273] with "one of the first and strongest connections" between the two.[272] However, Civil War writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely revealed that Woodard would instead be portraying Miriam Sharpe[image: External link] in the film, explaining that she had been cast on the suggestion of Robert Downey, Jr., and they had not learnt of her casting in Luke Cage until afterwards.[272] This was not the first instance of actors being cast in multiple roles in the MCU, but this casting was called more "significant", and seen by many as a "disappointing" indication of "the growing divide" and "lack of more satisfying cooperation" between Marvel Studios and Marvel Television following the September 2015 corporate reshuffling of Marvel Entertainment.[272][274]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cultural impact





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other studios




After the release of The Avengers in May 2012, Tom Russo of Boston.com[image: External link] noted that aside from the occasional "novelty" such as Aliens vs. Predator[image: External link] (2004), the idea of a shared universe was virtually unheard of in Hollywood.[6] Since that time, the shared universe model created by Marvel Studios has begun to be replicated by other film studios that held rights to other comic book characters. In April 2014, Tuna Amobi, a media analyst for Standard & Poor's[image: External link] Equity Research Services, stated that in the previous three to five years, Hollywood studios began planning "megafranchises" for years to come, opposed to working one blockbuster at a time. Amobi added, "A lot of these superhero characters were just being left there to gather dust. Disney has proved that this [approach and genre] can be a gold mine."[275] However, with additional studios now "playing the megafranchise game", Doug Creutz, media analyst for Cowen and Company[image: External link], feels the allure will eventually die for audiences: "If Marvel's going to make two or three films a year, and Warner Brothers is going to do at least a film every year, and Sony's going to do a film every year, and Fox [is] going to do a film every year, can everyone do well in that scenario? I'm not sure they can."[275]
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 DC Entertainment and Warner Bros.




Main articles: DC Extended Universe[image: External link] and Arrowverse[image: External link]


In October 2012, following its legal victory over Joe Shuster[image: External link]'s estate for the rights to Superman[image: External link], Warner Bros.[image: External link] announced that it planned to move ahead with its long-awaited Justice League[image: External link] film[image: External link], uniting such DC Comics[image: External link] superheroes as Batman[image: External link], Superman, and Wonder Woman[image: External link]. The company was expected to take the opposite approach to Marvel, releasing individual films for the characters after they have appeared in a team-up[image: External link] film.[276] The release of Man of Steel[image: External link] in 2013 was intended to be the start of a new shared universe for DC, "laying the groundwork for the future slate of films based on DC Comics."[277] In 2014, Warner Bros. announced that slate of films, similarly to Disney and Marvel claiming dates for films years in advance.[278] That year, DC CCO Geoff Johns[image: External link] stated that the television series Arrow[image: External link] and The Flash[image: External link] were set in a separate universe from the new film one,[279] later clarifying that "We look at it as the multiverse[image: External link]. We have our TV universe and our film universe, but they all co-exist. For us, creatively, it's about allowing everyone to make the best possible product, to tell the best story, to do the best world. Everyone has a vision and you really want to let the visions shine through ... It's just a different approach [to Marvel's]."[280]

Discussing the apparent failure of the cinematic universe's first team-up film, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link], to establish a successful equivalent to the MCU, Todd VanDerWerff noted that where the MCU has a television-like "showrunner" in Feige, "the visionary behind Marvel's entire slate", the DCEU has director Zack Snyder[image: External link], whose DC films "seemingly start from the assumption that people have come not to see an individual story but a long series of teases for other ones. It's like he knows what he needs to do but can't focus on the task at hand. TV certainly isn't immune to that problem, but shows that get caught up in high-concept premises and big-picture thinking before doing the necessary legwork to establish characters and their relationships tend to be canceled."[263] Subsequently, in May 2016, Warner Bros. gave oversight of the DCEU to Johns and executive Jon Berg in an attempt to "unify the disparate elements of the DC movies" and emulate Marvel's success. The two were made producers on the Justice League films, on top of Johns' involvement in several "solo" films, such as the post-production process of Suicide Squad[image: External link] or the writing process of a standalone Batman film.[281]
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 20th Century Fox




Main articles: X-Men (film series)[image: External link] and Fantastic Four in film[image: External link]


In November 2012, 20th Century Fox announced plans to create their own shared universe, consisting of Marvel properties that it holds the rights to including the Fantastic Four[image: External link] and X-Men, with the hiring of Mark Millar[image: External link] as supervising producer. Millar said, "Fox are thinking, 'We're sitting on some really awesome things here. There is another side of the Marvel Universe. Let's try and get some cohesiveness going.' So they brought me in to oversee that really. To meet with the writers and directors to suggest new ways we could take this stuff and new properties that could spin out of it."[282] X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link], released in 2014, was Fox's first step towards expanding their stable of Marvel properties and creating this universe,[283] ahead of the release of a Fantastic Four reboot film[image: External link] the next year.[284] However, in May 2014, Days of Future Past and Fantastic Four screenwriter Simon Kinberg[image: External link] stated that the latter film would not take place in the same universe as the X-Men films, explaining that "none of the X-Men movies have acknowledged the notion of a sort of superhero team—the Fantastic Four. And the Fantastic Four acquire powers, so for them to live in a world where mutants are prevalent is kind of complicated, because you're like, 'Oh, you're just a mutant.' Like, 'What's so fantastic about you?' ... they live in discrete universes."[284] In July 2015, X-Men director Bryan Singer[image: External link] said that there was still potential for a crossover between the X-Men and Fantastic Four franchises, if reaction to Fantastic Four and X-Men: Apocalypse[image: External link] warranted it.[285]

Feeling that Singer's efforts in Apocalypse to establish a larger world, similar to the MCU, did not meet the standards established by Marvel, VanDerWerff noted that unlike Feige's ability to serve as "pseudo-showrunner", Singer is instead "steeped in film and the way movie stories have always been told", so "when it comes time to have Apocalypse dovetail with story threads from the earlier X-Men: First Class[image: External link] (which was directed by someone else entirely), both Singer's direction and Simon Kinberg's script rely on hackneyed devices and clumsy storytelling", indicating a lack of "the kind of big-picture thinking this sort of mega franchise requires".[263]
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 Sony Pictures




Main article: Spider-Man in film[image: External link]


In November 2013, Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] Co-Chairman Amy Pascal[image: External link] announced that the studio intended to expand their universe created within the Marc Webb Amazing Spider-Man series[image: External link], with spin-off adventures for supporting characters, in an attempt to replicate Marvel and Disney's model.[283] The next month, Sony announced Venom[image: External link] and Sinister Six[image: External link] films, both set in the Amazing Spider-Man universe. With this announcement, IGN stated that the spin-offs are "the latest example of what we can refer to as "the Avengers effect" in Hollywood, as studios work to build interlocking movie universes."[286] Sony chose not to replicate the Marvel Studios model of introducing individual characters first before bringing them together in a team-up film, instead making the Spider-Man adversaries the stars of future films.[275] However, in February 2015, Sony Pictures and Marvel Studios announced that the Spider-Man franchise would be retooled, with a new film co-produced by Feige and Pascal being released in July 2017, and the character being integrated into the MCU. Sony Pictures would continue to finance, distribute, own, and have final creative control of the Spider-Man films.[40] With this announcement, sequels to The Amazing Spider-Man 2[image: External link] were canceled,[287] and by November 2015 the Venom and Sinister Six films, as well as spin-offs based on female characters in the Spider-Man universe, were no longer moving forward.[287][288] By March 2016, the Venom film had itself been retooled, to start its own franchise unrelated to the MCU Spider-Man.[289] A year later, Sony officially announced the Venom film to be in development, for an October 5, 2018 release,[290] along with a film centered on the characters Silver Sable[image: External link] and Black Cat[image: External link].[291] Both projects were not intended to be a part of the MCU nor spin-offs to Spider-Man: Homecoming, but rather part of an intended separate shared universe.[291][292]

After Sony canceled their shared universe plans and started sharing the Spider-Man character with Marvel Studios, multiple critics discussed their failure at replicating the MCU. Scott Meslow of The Week[image: External link] noted the perceived flaws of the first Amazing Spider-Man film, outside of its lead performances, and how the sequel "doubles down on all the missteps of the original while adding a few of its own. …We now have a textbook example of how not to reboot a superhero franchise, and if Sony and Marvel are wise, they'll take virtually all those lessons to heart as they chart Spider-Man's next course."[293] Scott Mendelson noted that The Amazing Spider-Man 2 "was sold as less a sequel to The Amazing Spider-Man than a backdoor pilot for Spider-Man vs. the Sinister Six. …Had Sony stuck with the original plan of a scaled-down superhero franchise, one that really was rooted in romantic drama, they would have at least stuck out in a crowded field of superhero franchises. When every superhero film is now going bigger, Amazing Spider-Man could have distinguished itself by going small and intimate." This would have saved Sony "a boatload of money", and potentially reversed the film's relative financial failure.[294]
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 Academia




In September 2014, the University of Baltimore[image: External link] announced a course beginning in the 2015 spring semester[image: External link] revolving around the Marvel Cinematic Universe, to be taught by Arnold T. Blumberg. "Media Genres: Media Marvels" examines "how Marvel's series of interconnected films and television shows, plus related media and comic book sources and Joseph Campbell[image: External link]'s monomyth of the 'hero's journey'[image: External link], offer important insights into modern culture" as well as Marvel's efforts "to establish a viable universe of plotlines, characters, and backstories."[295]
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 Outside media
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 Live attractions




After the acquisition by Disney in 2009, Marvel films began to be marketed at the Innoventions[image: External link] attraction in Tomorrowland[image: External link] at Disneyland[image: External link]. For Iron Man 3, the exhibit, entitled Iron Man Tech Presented by Stark Industries, features the same armor display that was shown at the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con, with the Marks I-VII and the new Mark XLII. In addition, there is a simulator game, titled "Become Iron Man", that uses Kinect[image: External link]-like technology to allow the viewer to be encased in an animated Mark XLII armor and take part in a series of "tests," in which you fire repulsor rays and fly through Tony Stark's workshop. The game is guided by J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link], who is voiced again by Paul Bettany[image: External link]. The exhibit also has smaller displays that include helmets and chest pieces from the earlier films and the gauntlet and boot from an action sequence in Iron Man 3.[296] The exhibit for Thor: The Dark World is called Thor: Treasures of Asgard, and features displays of Asgardian[image: External link] relics and transports guests to Odin[image: External link]'s throne room, where they are greeted by Thor.[297] Captain America: The Winter Soldier's exhibit, Captain America: The Living Legend and Symbol of Courage, features a meet and greet experience.[298]

From May to September 2017, Disneyland Resort will feature the "Summer of Heroes", which sees members of the Guardians and Avengers making appearances throughout the Disneyland Resort. Additionally, the Guardians of the Galaxy: Awesome Dance Off event will be featured, which involves Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link] blasting music from his boombox, along with the Avengers Training Initiative, a limited experience where Black Widow[image: External link] and Hawkeye[image: External link] "assemble a group of young recruits to see if they have what it takes to be an Avenger." Marvel related food and merchandise will also be available throughout Hollywood Land[image: External link] at Disney California Adventure[image: External link] during the "Summer of Heroes".[299]

An art exhibit, titled "Marvel: Creating the Cinematic Universe", will be displayed exclusively at the Queensland Gallery of Modern Art[image: External link] (GOMA) from May to September 2017. The exhibit, which includes "300 plus objects, films, costumes, drawings and other ephemera", features content "from the collection of Marvel Studios and Marvel Entertainment and private collections" with "significant focus [given] to the creative artists who translate the drawn narrative to the screen through production design and storyboarding, costume and prop design, and special effects and postproduction". "Marvel: Creating the Cinematic Universe" will also extend to GOMA's Australian Cinémathèque with a retrospective of the MCU films.[300]
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 Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N.




In May 2014, the Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N. (Scientific Training and Tactical Intelligence Operative Network) exhibit opened at the Discovery Times Square[image: External link] center. The exhibit features replica set pieces, as well as actual props from the films, mixed with interactive technology and information, crafted through a partnership with NASA[image: External link] and other scientists. Titus Welliver also provides a "debrief" to visitors, reprising his role as S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Felix Blake. Created by Victory Hill Exhibits, Avengers S.T.A.T.I.O.N. cost $7.5 million to create,[301][302] and ran through early September 2015.[303]

The exhibit also opened in South Korea[image: External link] at the War Memorial of Korea[image: External link] in April 2015,[304][305] in Paris, France, at Esplanade de La Défense a year later, and in Las Vegas at the Treasure Island Hotel and Casino[image: External link] in June 2016.[305] The Las Vegas version of the exhibit featured updated character details and corresponding science to incorporate the Marvel films that have released since the original exhibit in New York. Additionally, the Las Vegas version features Cobie Smulders reprising her role as Maria Hill to "debrief" visitors, replacing Welliver.[306]
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 Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout!




At San Diego Comic-Con 2016, it was revealed that the Tower of Terror[image: External link] at Disney California Adventure would be replaced by a new attraction, Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout![image: External link]. Chris Pratt[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link], Dave Bautista[image: External link] and Benicio del Toro[image: External link] all filmed exclusive footage for the attraction, reprising their roles as Peter Quill / Star-Lord[image: External link], Gamora[image: External link], Drax[image: External link] and Taneleer Tivan / The Collector[image: External link], respectively.[307][308] James Gunn[image: External link], director of Guardians of the Galaxy and its sequel, directed footage for the attraction and consulted on all aspects of it.[309] Guardians of the Galaxy – Mission: Breakout! sees visitors assisting Rocket to rescue the other Guardians from The Collector's Fortress, while the attraction features randomized events during the experience and music inspired by the Awesome Mix Vol. 1[image: External link] soundtrack. The attraction opened on May 27, 2017.[299] Despite having multiple references to the MCU, the attraction is not part of the MCU, rather the start of its own theme park universe that is inspired by the MCU.[310]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television specials
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 Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe (2014)




On March 18, 2014, ABC aired a one-hour television special[image: External link] titled Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe, which documented the history of Marvel Studios and the development of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, and included exclusive interviews and behind-the-scenes footage from all of the films, One-Shots and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., and sneak peeks of Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Guardians of the Galaxy, unaired episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,[311] and Ant-Man.[312] Brian Lowry of Variety[image: External link] felt the special, "contains a pretty interesting business and creative story. While it might all make sense in hindsight, there was appreciable audacity in Marvel's plan to release five loosely connected movies from the same hero-filled world, beginning with the cinematically unproven Iron Man and culminating with superhero team The Avengers. As such, this fast-moving hour qualifies as more than just a cut-and-paste job from electronic press kits, although there's an element of that, certainly."[313] The special was released on September 9, 2014 on the home media for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. season 1.[314]
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 Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop! (2014)




In September 2014, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell stated that in order to meet production demands and avoid having to air repeat episodes, ABC would likely air a Marvel special in place of a regular installment at some point during the first ten episodes of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s second season.[71] In October, the special was revealed to be Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop!, which was hosted by Emily VanCamp[image: External link], who portrays Agent 13[image: External link] in Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and aired on November 4, 2014.[315] The special features behind the scenes footage from Avengers: Age of Ultron and Ant-Man, as well as footage from the Agent Carter television series previously screened at New York Comic-Con[image: External link].[316] Brian Lowry of Variety felt an hour for the special did not "do the topic justice" adding, "For anyone who has seen more than one Marvel movie but would shrug perplexedly at the mention of Jack Kirby or Steve Ditko[image: External link], Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp To Pop! should probably be required viewing. Fun, fast-paced and encompassing many of the company's highlights along with a few lowlights, it's a solid primer on Marvel's history, while weaving in inevitable self-promotion and synergistic plugs."[317] Eric Goldman of IGN also wished the special had been longer, adding, "Understandably, the more you already know about Marvel, the less you'll be surprised by Marvel 75 Years: From Pulp to Pop!, but it's important to remember who this special is really made for – a mainstream audience who have embraced the Marvel characters, via the hugely successful movies, in a way no one could have imagined."[316]
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 Books




In September 2015, Marvel announced the Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, named as a nod to the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe[image: External link]. Each guidebook is compiled by Mike O'Sullivan and the Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe team, with cover art from Mike Del Mundo and Pascal Campion, and features facts about the MCU films, film-to-comic comparisons, and production stills. Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Iron Man, Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Incredible Hulk / Marvel's Iron Man 2,[318] Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Thor,[319] and Guidebook to the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger[320] released each month from October 2015 to January 2016, respectively.
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 Lego Marvel's Avengers




Main article: Lego Marvel's Avengers[image: External link]


The video game Lego Marvel's Avengers is centered on events from The Avengers and Avengers: Age of Ultron, with the game's developer, TT Games[image: External link], reordering scenes from both films to make a cohesive story. The game also features content from Captain America: The First Avenger, Iron Man 3, Thor: The Dark World and Captain America: The Winter Soldier, as well as additional references to other MCU properties, locations and characters. TT Games uses lines of dialogue directly from the films in the game (thus having many actors reprise their roles), with Hayley Atwell, Clark Gregg, Cobie Smulders and Ashley Johnson recording new material specifically for the game as their characters Peggy Carter, Phil Coulson, Maria Hill and Beth, the waitress in The Avengers, respectively.[321][322][323] Downloadable content[image: External link] (DLC) for the game, exclusive initially for the PlayStation 3[image: External link] and PlayStation 4[image: External link], adds content and characters from Ant-Man and Captain America: Civil War. Additional DLC features content for Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[324] The Ant-Man DLC features Michael Peña reprising his role as Luis, recording new dialogue that acts as a narration of the level,[325] while Ming-Na Wen[image: External link] reprised her role as Melinda May with new dialogue in the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. DLC.[326] Lego Marvel's Avengers released on a variety of video game platforms on January 26, 2016.[322]
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 A Mini Marvel




In February 2016, a commercial for Coca-Cola[image: External link] mini cans aired during Super Bowl 50[image: External link]. A Mini Marvel was created by Wieden+Kennedy[image: External link] for Coca-Cola through a partnership with Marvel, and was directed by the Russo brothers[image: External link].[327][328] In the ad, Ant-Man[image: External link] (voiced by Paul Rudd[image: External link], reprising his role) and the Hulk first fight, and then bond, over a Coke mini can.[327] Luma Pictures[image: External link] provided visual effects for the spot, having worked previously with the two characters in MCU films. For the Hulk, Luma redefined its previous muscular system and simulation process to create and render the character, while Ant-Man received new motion capture.[328] The Super Bowl campaign extended to "limited-edition Coke mini cans [six packs] that are emblazoned with images of Marvel characters, including Hulk, Ant-Man, Black Widow, [Falcon, Iron Man] and Captain America." Consumers had the opportunity to purchase the cans by finding hidden clues in the commercial, though "if the program goes well, Coke will consider making the cans available in stores."[327] The ad had the third most social media activity of all the film-related trailers that aired during the game,[329] and was nominated for Outstanding Visual Effects in a Commercial at the 15th Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link].[330]
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Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link] – Wikipedia book[image: External link]
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Star Trek (film)






This article is about the 2009 film. For the 1979 Star Trek film, see Star Trek: The Motion Picture[image: External link]. For the film series, see Star Trek (film series)[image: External link].

Star Trek is a 2009 American science fiction[image: External link] adventure film[image: External link] directed by J. J. Abrams and written by Roberto Orci[image: External link] and Alex Kurtzman[image: External link]. It is the eleventh film in the Star Trek film franchise[image: External link], and is also a reboot[image: External link] that features the main characters of the original Star Trek television series[image: External link] portrayed by a new cast, as the first in the rebooted film series. The film follows James T. Kirk (Chris Pine[image: External link]) and Spock[image: External link] (Zachary Quinto[image: External link]) aboard USS Enterprise[image: External link] as they combat Nero[image: External link] (Eric Bana[image: External link]), a Romulan[image: External link] from their future who threatens the United Federation of Planets[image: External link]. The story takes place in an alternate reality[image: External link][3][4] because of time travel[image: External link] by both Nero and the original Spock (Leonard Nimoy[image: External link]). The alternate timeline was created in an attempt to free the film and the franchise from established continuity[image: External link] constraints while simultaneously preserving original story elements.

The idea for a prequel film which would follow the Star Trek characters during their time in Starfleet Academy[image: External link] was discussed by series creator Gene Roddenberry[image: External link] in 1968. The concept resurfaced in the late 1980s, when it was postulated by Harve Bennett[image: External link] as a possible plotline for what would become Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country[image: External link], but was rejected in lieu of other projects by Roddenberry. Following the critical and commercial failure of Star Trek: Nemesis[image: External link] and the cancellation of the television series Star Trek: Enterprise[image: External link], the franchise's executive producer Rick Berman[image: External link] and screenwriter Erik Jendresen[image: External link] wrote an unproduced film titled Star Trek: The Beginning, which would take place after Enterprise. After the separation of Viacom[image: External link] and CBS Corporation[image: External link] in 2005, former Paramount Pictures[image: External link] president Gail Berman[image: External link] convinced CBS to allow Paramount to produce a new film in the franchise. Orci and Kurtzman, both fans of Star Trek, were approached to write the film, and J. J. Abrams was approached to direct it. Kurtzman and Orci used inspiration from novels and graduate school dissertations, as well as the series itself. Principal photography commenced on November 7, 2007 and ended on March 27, 2008. The film was shot in various locations around California and Utah. Abrams wanted to avoid using bluescreen and greenscreen, opting to use sets and locations instead. Heavy secrecy surrounded the film's production and was under the fake working title Corporate Headquarters. Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] used digital ships for the film, as opposed to the previous films in the franchise. Production for the film concluded by the end of 2008.

Star Trek was heavily promoted in the months preceding its release; pre-release screenings for the film premiered in select cities around the world, including Austin, Texas[image: External link], Sydney, Australia, and Calgary, Alberta[image: External link]. It was released in the United States and Canada on May 8, 2009, to critical acclaim; critics praised its character development, as well as its storyline, effects, stunts, action sequences, direction, and its score by Michael Giacchino[image: External link]. Star Trek was a box office success, grossing over $385.7 million worldwide against its $150 million production budget. It was nominated for several awards, including four Academy Awards[image: External link] at the 82nd Academy Awards[image: External link], ultimately winning Best Makeup[image: External link], making it the first Star Trek film to win an Academy Award. It was followed by two sequels, Star Trek Into Darkness (2013) and Star Trek Beyond[image: External link] (2016), with a fourth having been announced.
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In the 23rd century, the Federation[image: External link] starship[image: External link] USS Kelvin is investigating a "lightning storm" in space. A Romulan[image: External link] ship, Narada, emerges from the storm and attacks Kelvin. Narada's first officer[image: External link], Ayel, demands that Kelvin's Captain Robau come aboard to negotiate a truce. Robau is questioned about the current stardate[image: External link] and an "Ambassador Spock[image: External link]", whom he does not recognize. Narada's commander, Nero[image: External link], kills him, and resumes attacking Kelvin. George Kirk, Kelvin's first officer, orders the ship's personnel, including his pregnant wife Winona, to abandon ship while he pilots Kelvin on a collision course with Narada. Kirk sacrifices his life to ensure Winona's survival as she gives birth to James T. Kirk.

Seventeen years later on the planet Vulcan[image: External link], a young Spock is accepted to join the Vulcan Science Academy. Realizing that the Academy views his human mother Amanda as a "disadvantage", he joins Starfleet[image: External link] instead. On Earth[image: External link], Kirk becomes a reckless but intelligent young adult. Following a bar fight with Starfleet cadets accompanying Nyota Uhura[image: External link], Kirk meets Captain Christopher Pike[image: External link], who encourages him to enlist in Starfleet Academy[image: External link], where Kirk meets and befriends doctor Leonard McCoy[image: External link].

Three years later, Commander Spock accuses Kirk of cheating during the Kobayashi Maru[image: External link] simulation. Kirk argues that cheating was acceptable because the simulation was designed to be unbeatable. The disciplinary hearing is interrupted by a distress signal from Vulcan. With the primary fleet out of range, the cadets are mobilized. McCoy and Kirk board Pike's ship, the Enterprise[image: External link]. Realizing that the "lightning storm" observed near Vulcan is similar to the one that occurred when he was born, Kirk breaks protocol to convince Pike that the distress signal is a trap.

Enterprise arrives to find the fleet destroyed and Narada drilling into Vulcan's core[image: External link]. Narada attacks Enterprise and Pike surrenders, delegating command of the ship to Spock and promoting Kirk to first officer. Kirk, Hikaru Sulu[image: External link] and Chief Engineer[image: External link] Olson perform a space jump[image: External link][5][6] onto the drilling platform. Olson is killed but Kirk and Sulu disable the drill. Despite their efforts, Nero launches "red matter" into Vulcan's core, forming an artificial black hole[image: External link] that destroys Vulcan. Spock rescues the high council and his father Sarek[image: External link], but Amanda dies.

As Narada moves toward Earth, Nero tortures Pike to gain access to Earth's defense codes. Spock maroons Kirk on Delta Vega[image: External link] after Kirk attempts mutiny[image: External link]. Kirk encounters an older Spock, who explains that he and Nero are from 129 years in the future. In that future, Romulus[image: External link] was threatened by a supernova[image: External link]. Spock's attempt to use "red matter" to create an artificial black hole and consume the supernova failed, and Nero's family perished along with Romulus. Narada and Spock's vessel were caught in the black hole, sending them back in time. Nero stranded Spock on Delta Vega to watch Vulcan's destruction.

Reaching a Starfleet outpost on Delta Vega, Kirk and the elder Spock meet Montgomery Scott[image: External link]. With the elder Spock's help, Kirk and Scott beam[image: External link] onto Enterprise. Following the elder Spock's advice, Kirk provokes younger Spock into attacking him, forcing Spock to recognize himself as emotionally compromised and relinquish command to Kirk. After talking with Sarek, Spock decides to help Kirk. While Enterprise hides itself within the gas clouds of Titan[image: External link], Kirk and Spock beam aboard Narada. Kirk fights with Nero and Ayel, killing the latter and rescuing Pike, while Spock uses the elder Spock's ship to destroy the drill. Spock leads Narada away from Earth and sets his ship to collide with Nero's ship. Enterprise beams Kirk, Pike, and Spock aboard. The older Spock's ship and Narada collide, igniting the "red matter". Kirk offers Nero help to escape, but Nero refuses, prompting Kirk to give the order to fire, dooming Narada to be consumed in a black hole.

Kirk is promoted to Captain and given command of Enterprise while Pike is promoted to Rear Admiral. Spock encounters his older self, who persuades his younger self to continue serving in Starfleet, encouraging him to do, for once, what feels right instead of what is logical. Spock remains in Starfleet, becoming first officer under Kirk's command. Enterprise goes to warp as the elder Spock speaks the "where no one has gone before[image: External link]" monologue.
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Chris Pine[image: External link] as James T. Kirk





	Pine described his first audition as "awful", because he could not take himself seriously as a leader.[7] Abrams did not see Pine's first audition, and it was only after Pine's agent met Abrams' wife that the director decided to give him another audition opposite Quinto. Quinto was supportive of Pine's casting because they knew each other from working out at the same gym.[8] After getting the part, Pine sent William Shatner[image: External link] a letter and received a reply containing Shatner's approval. Pine watched classic episodes and read encyclopedias about the Star Trek universe, but stopped as he felt weighed down by the feeling he had to copy Shatner. Pine felt he had to show Kirk's "humor, arrogance and decisiveness," but not Shatner's speech pattern, which would have bordered on imitation.[8] Pine said that when watching the original series, he was also struck by how Shatner's performance was characterized by humor.[9] Instead, Pine chose to incorporate elements of Tom Cruise[image: External link] from Top Gun[image: External link] and Harrison Ford[image: External link]'s portrayals of Indiana Jones[image: External link] and Han Solo[image: External link].[10] Chris Pratt[image: External link] also auditioned for the role.[11]

	
Jimmy Bennett[image: External link] portrays a younger Kirk.








	
Zachary Quinto[image: External link] as Spock[image: External link]





	The younger alternate-timeline Spock. Quinto expressed interest in the role because of the duality of Spock's half-human, half- Vulcan[image: External link] heritage,[7] and how "he is constantly exploring that notion of how to evolve in a responsible way and how to evolve in a respectful way. I think those are all things that we as a society, and certainly the world, could implement."[12] He mentioned he heard about the new film and revealed his interest in the role in a December 2006 interview with the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette[image: External link]; the article was widely circulated and he attracted Abrams' interest.[13] For the audition, Quinto wore a blue shirt and flattened his hair down to feel more like Spock.[8] He bound his fingers to practice the Vulcan salute[image: External link], shaved his eyebrows, and grew and dyed his hair for the role.[7] He conveyed many of Spock's attributes, such as his stillness and the way Nimoy would hold his hands behind his back.[8] Quinto commented that the physical transformation aided in portraying an alien,[7] joking "I just felt like a nerd[image: External link]. I felt like I was 12 again. You look back at those pictures and you see the bowl cut[image: External link]. There's no question I was born to play the Spock role. I was sporting that look for a good four or five years. The film officially establishes (to Kirk's surprise) that Uhura and Spock are lovers and have been romantically linked for some time, a point which had never been previously explored on TV or in film."[8] Adrien Brody[image: External link] had discussed playing the role with the director before Quinto was cast.[14]

	
Jacob Kogan[image: External link] portrays a younger Spock.








	
Eric Bana[image: External link] as Captain Nero[image: External link]





	The film's time-traveling Romulan villain. Bana shot his scenes toward the end of filming. He wasn't "a huge Trekkie when [he] was a kid",[15] and had not seen the films.[16] Even though he was "crazy about the original series," he would not have accepted the role unless he liked the script, which he deemed "awesome" once he read it.[17] Bana knew Abrams because they coincidentally shared the same agent.[18] Bana improvised the character's speech patterns.[19]





	
Leonard Nimoy[image: External link] as Spock Prime: Nimoy reprises the role of the older Spock from the original Star Trek timeline, credited as "Spock Prime". He was a longtime friend of Abrams' parents,[20] but became better acquainted with Abrams during filming. Although Quinto watched some episodes of the show during breaks in filming, Nimoy was his main resource in playing Spock.[9] Abrams and the writers met Nimoy at his house; writer Roberto Orci[image: External link] recalled that the actor gave a "'Who are you guys and what are you up to?' vibe" before being told how important he was to them. He was silent, and Nimoy's wife Susan Bay[image: External link] told the creative team he had remained in his chair after their conversation, emotionally overwhelmed by his decision after turning down many opportunities to revisit the role.[21] Had Nimoy disliked the script, production would have been delayed for it to be rewritten.[22] Nimoy later said, "This is the first and only time I ever had a filmmaker say, 'We cannot make this film without you and we won't make it without you'".[23] He was "genuinely excited" by the script's scope and its detailing of the characters' backstories,[12] saying, "We have dealt with [Spock's being half-human, half-Vulcan], but never with quite the overview that this script has of the entire history of the character, the growth of the character, the beginnings of the character and the arrival of the character into the Enterprise crew."[24] Abrams commented, "It was surreal to direct him as Spock, because what the hell am I doing there? This guy has been doing it for forty years. It's like 'I think Spock would...'"[25]





	
Zoe Saldana[image: External link] as Nyota Uhura[image: External link]





	Abrams asked her to play the role because he had seen her previous work and liked it. Saldana had never seen the original series, though she had played a Trekkie[image: External link] in The Terminal[image: External link] (2004), but agreed to play the role after Abrams complimented her. "For an actor, that's all you need, that's all you want. To get the acknowledgment and respect from your peers," she said. She met with Nichelle Nichols[image: External link], who explained to her how she had created Uhura's background and had named the character.[26] Saldana's mother was a Star Trek fan and sent her voice mails during filming, giving advice on the part.[27] Sydney Tamiia Poitier[image: External link] also auditioned for the part.[28] The film officially establishes the character's first name, which had never been previously uttered on TV or in film. It also establishes (in an officially discreet manner) that Uhura and Spock are, in fact, lovers and had been romantically linked for some time during the film.




	
Karl Urban[image: External link] as Dr. Leonard "Bones" McCoy[image: External link]





	Like Pine, Urban said of taking on the role that "it is a case of not doing some sort of facsimile or carbon copy, but really taking the very essence of what DeForest Kelley[image: External link] has done and honoring that and bringing something new to the table". Urban has been a fan of the show since he was seven years old and actively pursued the role after rediscovering the series on DVD with his son.[29] Urban was cast at his first audition, which was two months after his initial meeting with Abrams. He said he was happy to play a role with lots of comedy, something he had not done since The Price of Milk[image: External link], because he was tired of action-oriented roles. When asked why McCoy is so cantankerous, Urban joked the character might be a "little bipolar[image: External link] actually!"[30] Orci and Kurtzman had collaborated with Urban on Xena: Warrior Princess[image: External link], in which he played Cupid[image: External link] and Caesar[image: External link].[31]





	
Simon Pegg[image: External link] as Montgomery "Scotty" Scott[image: External link]





	Abrams contacted Pegg by e-mail, offering him the part.[32] To achieve Scotty's accent, Pegg was assisted by his wife Maureen, who is from Glasgow[image: External link], although Pegg said that Scotty was from Linlithgow[image: External link] and that he therefore wanted his accent to sound more East Coast Scottish. As a result, the accent he used is a mixture of both, although it leans more towards the West sound.[32] He was also aided by James Doohan[image: External link]'s son, Chris, and Tommy Gormley, the film's Glaswegian first assistant director.[33] Pegg described Scotty as a positive Scottish stereotype, noting "Scots are the first people to laugh at the fact that they drink and fight a bit", and that Scotty comes from a long line of Scots with technical expertise, such as John Logie Baird[image: External link] and Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link]. Years before, Pegg's character on Spaced[image: External link] joked that every odd-numbered Star Trek film being "shit" was a fact of life. Pegg noted "Fate put me in the movie to show me I was talking out of my ass."[34]





	
John Cho[image: External link] as Hikaru Sulu[image: External link]





	Abrams had at first been concerned about casting a Korean-American as a Japanese character, but George Takei[image: External link] reassured him that Sulu had been meant to represent all of Asia on Enterprise, so Abrams went ahead with Cho.[35] Cho acknowledged that being an Asian-American, "there are certain acting roles that you are never going to get, and one of them is playing a cowboy. [Playing Sulu] is a realization of that dream – going into space." He cited the masculinity of the character as being important to him, and spent two weeks fight training.[36] Although Cho suffered an injury to his wrist during filming, a representative reassured the public that the injury was "no big deal".[37] James Kyson Lee[image: External link] had originally been interested in playing the part of Sulu, but both he and Quinto, who had already been cast as Spock, were at the time members of the cast of the television series Heroes[image: External link], and its producers told Lee they did not want to lose another cast member for three months.[38]





	
Anton Yelchin[image: External link] as Pavel Chekov[image: External link]





	As with the rest of the cast, Yelchin was allowed to choose what elements there were from their predecessor's performances. Yelchin decided to carry on Walter Koenig[image: External link]'s speech patterns of replacing "v"s with "w"s, although he and Abrams felt this was a trait more common of Polish accents than Russian ones.[39] He described Chekov as an odd character, being a Russian who was brought on to the show "in the middle of the Cold War[image: External link]." He recalled a "scene where they're talking to Apollo[image: External link] [who says], 'I am Apollo.' And Chekov is like, 'And I am the czar[image: External link] of all the Russias.' [...] They gave him these lines. I mean he really is the weirdest, weirdest character."[40]





	
Bruce Greenwood[image: External link] as Christopher Pike[image: External link], the captain of USS Enterprise.[7]


	
Ben Cross[image: External link] as Sarek[image: External link], Spock's father.

	
Winona Ryder[image: External link] as Amanda Grayson[image: External link], Spock's mother.

	
Clifton Collins Jr.[image: External link] as Ayel, Nero's first officer.



Chris Hemsworth plays George Kirk, James Tiberius Kirk's father, who dies aboard USS Kelvin while battling Nero. Mark Wahlberg[image: External link] was also approached for the role.[41] Faran Tahir[image: External link] plays Kelvin captain Richard Robau. Winona Kirk, Kirk's mother, is played by Jennifer Morrison[image: External link]. Greg Ellis[image: External link] plays Chief Engineer[image: External link] Olson, the redshirt[image: External link] who is killed during the space jump[image: External link].[42]

Additional minor roles include Rachel Nichols[image: External link] as Gaila, an Orion[image: External link] Starfleet[image: External link] cadet; Deep Roy[image: External link] as Scotty's alien (Royla) assistant Keenser; and Paul McGillion[image: External link] as a Starfleet barracks leader.[43] Chris Doohan[image: External link], the son of the original Scotty, James Doohan[image: External link], makes a cameo appearance[image: External link] in the transporter room as Lt. Kyle.[44] Some characters had their scenes substantially or entirely cut from the film, including Brad William Henke[image: External link] as Kirk's stepfather (the character's lines in the film were provided by Greg Grunberg[image: External link]).[43][45] Spencer Daniels[image: External link] originally played Kirk's older brother, George Samuel "Sam" Kirk, Jr., but the majority of his scenes were cut and the opening car chase scene where Kirk can be heard calling out to him was overdubbed.[46] Victor Garber[image: External link] plays a Klingon interrogator who tortures Nero during his time on Rura Penthe.

Tyler Perry[image: External link] appears as the head of Starfleet Academy[image: External link], Admiral Richard Barnett. James Cawley[image: External link], producer and star of the web series Star Trek: New Voyages[image: External link], appears as a Starfleet[image: External link] officer, while Pasha Lychnikoff[image: External link] and Lucia Rijker[image: External link] play Romulans, Lychnikoff a Commander and Rijker a Communications Officer. W. Morgan Sheppard[image: External link], who played a Klingon[image: External link] in Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country[image: External link], as well as Data[image: External link]'s allegorical grandfather in the TNG episode "The Schizoid Man[image: External link]", appears in this film as the head of the Vulcan Science Council. Wil Wheaton[image: External link], known for portraying Wesley Crusher[image: External link] on Star Trek: The Next Generation, was brought in, through urging by Greg Grunberg, to voice several of the other Romulans in the film.[47] Star Trek fan and Carnegie Mellon University[image: External link] professor Randy Pausch[image: External link] cameoed as a Kelvin crew member, and has a line of dialogue.[48] Majel Barrett[image: External link], the widow of Star Trek creator Gene Roddenberry, reprised her role as the voice of Enterprise's computer, which she completed two weeks before her death on December 18, 2008.[49]

Orci and Kurtzman wrote a scene for Shatner, in which old Spock gives his younger self a recorded message by Kirk from the previous timeline. "It was basically a Happy Birthday wish knowing that Spock was going to go off to Romulus, and Kirk would probably be dead by the time," and it would have shifted into Shatner reciting "Where no man has gone before".[50] However, Shatner wanted to share Nimoy's major role, and did not want a cameo,[51] despite his character's death in Star Trek Generations. He suggested the film canonize his novels where Kirk is resurrected[image: External link], but Abrams decided if his character was accompanying Nimoy's, it would have become a film about the resurrection of Kirk, and not about introducing the new versions of the characters.[52] Nimoy disliked the character's death in Generations, but also felt resurrecting Kirk would be detrimental to this film,[22] and his friendship with Shatner caused them to avoid discussing the film.[23]
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As early as the 1968 World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link], Star Trek creator Roddenberry had said he was going to make a film prequel to the television series[image: External link].[53] But the prequel concept did not resurface until the late 1980s, when Ralph Winter[image: External link] and Harve Bennett[image: External link] submitted a proposal for a prequel during development of the fourth film[image: External link]. Roddenberry rejected Bennett's prequel proposal in 1991, after the completion of Star Trek V: The Final Frontier[image: External link].[54] Then David Loughery[image: External link] wrote a script entitled The Academy Years, but it was shelved in light of objections from Roddenberry and the fanbase. The film that was commissioned instead ended up being Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country[image: External link]. In February 2005, after the financial failure of the tenth film, Star Trek: Nemesis[image: External link] (2002), and the cancellation of the television series Star Trek: Enterprise[image: External link], the franchise's executive producer Rick Berman[image: External link] and screenwriter Erik Jendresen[image: External link] began developing a new film entitled Star Trek: The Beginning. It was to revolve around a new set of characters, led by Kirk's ancestor Tiberius Chase, and be set during the Earth-Romulan War[image: External link]—after the events of Enterprise but before the events of the original series.[55]

In 2005, Viacom[image: External link], which owned Paramount Pictures, separated from CBS Corporation[image: External link], which retained Paramount's television properties, including ownership of the Star Trek brand. Gail Berman[image: External link], then president of Paramount, convinced CBS' chief executive, Leslie Moonves[image: External link], to allow them eighteen months to develop a new Star Trek film, otherwise Paramount would lose the film rights. Berman approached Mission: Impossible III[image: External link] writers Orci and Kurtzman[image: External link] for ideas on the new film, and after the film had completed shooting she asked their director, Abrams, to produce it.[56] Abrams, Orci and Kurtzman, plus producers Damon Lindelof[image: External link] and Bryan Burk[image: External link], felt the franchise had explored enough of what took place after the series,[57] Orci and Lindelof consider themselves trekkies[image: External link],[58] and feel some of the Star Trek novels[image: External link] have canonical value, although Roddenberry never considered the novels to be canon[image: External link].[59] Kurtzman is a casual fan, while Burk was not.[7] Abrams' company, Bad Robot Productions[image: External link] produced the film with Paramount, marking the first time another company had financed a Star Trek film.[60] Bill Todman, Jr.[image: External link]'s Level 1 Entertainment[image: External link] also co-produced the film, but, during 2008, Spyglass Entertainment[image: External link] replaced them as financial partner.[61]

In an interview, Abrams said that he had never seen Star Trek: Nemesis because he felt the franchise had "disconnected" from the original series.[62] For him, he said, Star Trek was about Kirk and Spock, and the other series were like "separate space adventure[s] with the name Star Trek". He also acknowledged that as a child he had actually preferred the Star Wars[image: External link] movies.[63] He noted that his general knowledge of Star Trek made him well suited to introduce the franchise to newcomers,[64] and that, being an optimistic person, he would make Star Trek an optimistic film, which would be a refreshing contrast to the likes of The Dark Knight[image: External link].[7] He added that he loved the focus on exploration in Star Trek and the idea of the Prime Directive[image: External link], which forbids Starfleet to interfere in the development of primitive worlds, but that, because of the budgetary limitations of the original series, it had "never had the resources to actually show the adventure".[65] He noted he only became involved with the project as producer initially because he wanted to help Orci, Kurtzman and Lindelof.[56]

On February 23, 2007, Abrams accepted Paramount's offer to direct the film, after having initially been attached to it solely as a producer.[66] He explained that he had decided to direct the film because, after reading the script, he realized that he "would be so agonizingly envious of whoever stepped in and directed the movie."[67] Orci and Kurtzman said that their aim had been to impress a casual fan like Abrams with their story.[68] Abrams noted that, during filming, he had been nervous "with all these tattooed faces and pointy ears, bizarre weaponry and Romulan linguists, with dialogue about 'Neutral Zones' and 'Starfleet' [but] I knew this would work, because the script Alex and Bob wrote was so emotional and so relatable. I didn't love Kirk and Spock when I began this journey – but I love them now."[7]
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Orci said getting Nimoy in the film was important. "Having him sitting around a camp fire sharing his memories was never gonna cut it" though, and time travel was going to be included in the film from the beginning.[69] Kurtzman added, saying the time travel creates jeopardy, unlike other prequels where viewers "know how they all died".[70] The writers acknowledged time travel had been overused in the other series, but it served a good purpose in creating a new set of adventures for the original characters before they could completely do away with it in other films.[71] Abrams selected the Romulans[image: External link] as the villains because they had been featured less than the Klingons[image: External link] in the series, and thought it was "fun" to have them meet Kirk before they do in the series.[72] Orci and Kurtzman noted it would feel backward to demonize the Klingons again after they had become heroes in later Star Trek series, and the Romulan presence continues Spock's story from his last chronological appearance in " Unification[image: External link]", an episode of Star Trek: The Next Generation set in 2368.[71] The episode of the original continuity in which Kirk becomes the first human to ever see a Romulan, "Balance of Terror[image: External link]", served as one of the influences for the film.[58] Orci said it was difficult giving a good explanation for the time travel without being gimmicky, like having Nero specifically seeking to assassinate Kirk.[73]

Orci noted while the time travel story allowed them to alter some backstory elements such as Kirk's first encounter with the Romulans, they could not use it as a crutch to change everything and they tried to approach the film as a prequel as much as possible. Kirk's service on Farragut, a major backstory point to the original episode " Obsession[image: External link]", was left out because it was deemed irrelevant to the story of Kirk meeting Spock, although Orci felt nothing in his script precluded it from the new film's backstory.[69] There was a scene involving Kirk meeting Carol Marcus (who is revealed as the mother of his son in Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan[image: External link]) as a child, but it was dropped because the film needed more time to introduce the core characters.[50][74] Figuring out ways to get the crew together required some contrivances, which Orci and Kurtzman wanted to explain from old Spock as a way of the timeline mending itself, highlighting the theme of destiny. The line was difficult to write and was ultimately cut out.[71][75]

The filmmakers sought inspiration from novels such as Prime Directive[image: External link], Spock's World[image: External link] and Best Destiny to fill in gaps unexplained by canon; Best Destiny particularly explores Kirk's childhood and names his parents.[58][69][76] One idea that was justified through information from the novels was having Enterprise built on Earth, which was inspired by a piece of fan art of Enterprise being built in a shipyard. Orci had sent the fan art to Abrams to show how realistic the film could be.[77] Orci explained parts of the ship would have to be constructed on Earth because of the artificial gravity[image: External link] employed on the ship and its requirement for sustaining warp speed[image: External link], and therefore the calibration of the ship's machinery would be best done in the exact gravity well[image: External link] which is to be simulated.[78] They felt free to have the ship built in Iowa[image: External link] because canon is ambiguous as to whether it was built in San Francisco, but this is a result of the time travel rather than something intended to overlap with the original timeline.[70] Abrams noted the continuity of the original series itself was inconsistent at times.[9]

Orci and Kurtzman said they wanted the general audience to like the film as much as the fans, by stripping away " Treknobabble[image: External link]", making it action-packed and giving it the simple title of Star Trek to indicate to newcomers they would not need to watch any of the other films.[79] Abrams saw humor and sex appeal as two integral and popular elements of the show that needed to be maintained.[64] Orci stated being realistic and being serious were not the same thing.[77] Abrams, Burk, Lindelof, Orci and Kurtzman were fans of The Wrath of Khan, and also cited The Next Generation episode "Yesterday's Enterprise[image: External link]" as an influence.[58] Abrams' wife Katie was regularly consulted on the script, as were Orci, Kurtzman and Lindelof's wives, to make the female characters as strong as possible.[80] Katie Abrams' approval of the strong female characters was partly why Abrams signed on to direct.[81]

Orci and Kurtzman read graduate school dissertations on the series for inspiration;[57] they noted comparisons of Kirk, Spock and McCoy to Shakespearian[image: External link] archetypes, and Kirk and Spock's friendship echoing that of John Lennon[image: External link] and Paul McCartney[image: External link].[58] They also noted that, in the creation of this film, they were influenced by Star Wars, particularly in pacing. "I want to feel the space, I want to feel speed and I want to feel all the things that can become a little bit lost when Star Trek becomes very stately" said Orci.[68] Star Wars permeated in the way they wrote the action sequences,[70] while Burk noted Kirk and Spock's initially cold relationship mirrors how "Han Solo[image: External link] wasn't friends with anyone when they started on their journey."[82] Spock and Uhura were put in an actual relationship as a nod to early episodes highlighting her interest in him.[75] Orci wanted to introduce strong Starfleet[image: External link] captains, concurring with an interviewer that most captains in other films were "patsies" included to make Kirk look greater by comparison.[80]

USS Kelvin, the ship Kirk's father serves on, is named after J.J. Abrams' grandfather, as well as the physicist and engineer Lord Kelvin (William Thomson)[image: External link]. Kelvin's captain, Richard Robau (Faran Tahir[image: External link]), is named after Orci's Cuban[image: External link] uncle: Orci theorized the fictional character was born in Cuba and grew up in the Middle East.[77] Another reference to Abrams' previous works is Slusho, which Uhura orders at the bar where she meets Kirk. Abrams created the fictitious drink for Alias[image: External link] and it reappeared in viral marketing[image: External link] for Cloverfield[image: External link]. Its owner, Tagruato, is also from Cloverfield and appears on a building in San Francisco.[43] The red matter in the film is in the shape of a red ball, an Abrams motif dating back to the pilot of Alias.[83]
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The film's production designer was Scott Chambliss, a longtime collaborator with Abrams. Chambliss worked with a large group of concept illustrators, including James Clyne, Ryan Church[image: External link], creature designer Neville Page[image: External link], and Star Trek veteran John Eaves[image: External link].[84] Abrams stated the difficulty of depicting the future was that much of modern technology was inspired by the original show, and made it seem outdated. Thus the production design had to be consistent with the television series but also feel more advanced than the real world technology developed after it.[57] "We all have the iPhone[image: External link] that does more than the communicator[image: External link]," said Abrams. "I feel like there's a certain thing that you can't really hold onto, which is kind of the kitschy quality. That must go if it's going to be something that you believe is real."[85] Prop master Russell Bobbitt collaborated with Nokia[image: External link] on recreating the original communicator, creating a $50,000 prototype. Another prop recreated for the film was the tricorder[image: External link]. Bobbitt brought the original prop to the set, but the actors found it too large to carry when filming action scenes, so technical advisor Doug Brody redesigned it to be smaller.[86] The phaser[image: External link] props were designed as spring-triggered barrels that revolve and glow as the setting switches from "stun" to "kill".[7] An Aptera Typ-1[image: External link] prototype car was used on location.[87]

Production designer Scott Chambliss maintained the layout of the original bridge, but aesthetically altered it with brighter colors to reflect the optimism of Star Trek. The viewscreen was made into a window that could have images projected on it to make the space environment palpable. Abrams compared the redesign to the sleek modernist work of Pierre Cardin[image: External link] and the sets from 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link], which were from the 1960s.[88] He joked the redesigned bridge made the Apple Store[image: External link] look "uncool". At the director's behest, more railings were added to the bridge to make it look safer,[7] and the set was built on gimbals[image: External link] so its rocking motions when the ship accelerates and is attacked was more realistic.[88] To emphasize the size of the ship, Abrams chose to give the engine room a highly industrial appearance: he explained to Pegg that he was inspired by RMS  Titanic[image: External link], a sleek ship in which there was an "incredible gut".[89]

Abrams selected Michael Kaplan[image: External link] to design the costumes because he had not seen any of the films, meaning he would approach the costumes with a new angle. For the Starfleet uniforms[image: External link], Kaplan followed the show's original color-coding, with dark gray (almost black) undershirts and pants and colored overshirts showing each crew member's position. Command officers wear gold shirts, science and medical officers wear blue, and operations (technicians, engineers, and security personnel) wear red. Kaplan wanted the shirts to be more sophisticated than the originals and selected to have the Starfleet symbol patterned on them.[88] Kirk wears only the undershirt because he is a cadet.[7] Kaplan modelled the uniforms on Kelvin on science fiction films of the 1940s and 1950s, to contrast with Enterprise-era uniforms based on the ones created in the 1960s.[88] For Abrams, "The costumes were a microcosm of the entire project, which was how to take something that's kind of silly and make it feel real. But how do you make legitimate those near-primary color costumes?"[90]

Lindelof compared the film's Romulan faction to pirates with their bald, tattooed heads and disorganized costuming. Their ship, Narada, is purely practical with visible mechanics as it is a "working ship", unlike the Enterprise crew who give a respectable presentation on behalf of the Federation[image: External link].[91] Chambliss was heavily influenced by the architecture of Antoni Gaudí[image: External link] for Narada, who created buildings that appeared to be inside out: by making the ship's exposed wires appear like bones or ligaments, it would create a foreboding atmosphere. The ship's interior was made of six pieces that could be rearranged to create a different room.[88] The Romulan actors had three prosthetics applied to their ears and foreheads, while Bana had a fourth prosthetic for the bitemark on his ear that extends to the back of his character's head.[92] The film's Romulans lacked the 'V'-shaped ridges on the foreheads, which had been present in all of their depictions outside the original series. Neville Page[image: External link] wanted to honor that by having Nero's crew ritually scar themselves too, forming keloids[image: External link] reminiscent of the 'V'-ridges. It was abandoned as they did not pursue the idea enough.[93] Kaplan wanted aged, worn and rugged clothes for the Romulans because of their mining backgrounds, and found some greasy looking fabrics at a flea market[image: External link]. Kaplan tracked down the makers of those clothes, who were discovered to be based in Bali[image: External link], and commissioned them to create his designs.[7]

Barney Burman supervised the makeup for the other aliens: his team had to rush the creation of many of the aliens, because originally the majority of them were to feature in one scene towards the end of filming. Abrams deemed the scene too similar to the cantina sequence in Star Wars[image: External link] and decided to dot the designs around the film.[92] A tribble[image: External link] was placed in the background of Scotty's introduction.[43] Both digital and physical makeup was used for aliens.[94]
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Principal photography[image: External link] for the film began on November 7, 2007 and culminated on March 27, 2008;[95] however second unit[image: External link] filming occurred in Bakersfield, California[image: External link] in April 2008, which stood in for Kirk's childhood home in Iowa[image: External link].[96] Filming was also done at the City Hall of Long Beach, California[image: External link];[97] the San Rafael Swell[image: External link] in Utah;[98] and the California State University, Northridge[image: External link] in Los Angeles (which was used for establishing shots[image: External link] of students at Starfleet Academy[image: External link]).[99] A parking lot outside Dodger Stadium[image: External link] was used for the ice planet of Delta Vega and the Romulan drilling rig on Vulcan. The filmmakers expressed an interest in Iceland[image: External link] for scenes on Delta Vega, but decided against it: Chambliss enjoyed the challenge of filming scenes with snow in southern California. Other Vulcan exteriors were shot at Vasquez Rocks[image: External link], a location that was used in various episodes of the original series. A Budweiser[image: External link] plant in Van Nuys[image: External link] was used for Enterprise's engine room, while a Long Beach power plant was used for Kelvin's engine room.[88]

Following the initiation of the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] on November 5, 2007, Abrams, himself a WGA member, told Variety that while he would not render writing services for the film and intended to walk the picket line, he did not expect the strike to impact his directing of the production.[100] In the final few weeks before the strike and start of production, Abrams and Lindelof polished the script for a final time.[101] Abrams was frustrated that he was unable to alter lines during the strike, whereas normally they would have been able to improvise new ideas during rehearsal, although Lindelof acknowledged they could dub[image: External link] some lines in post-production.[102] Orci and Kurtzman were able to stay on set without strikebreaking[image: External link] because they were also executive producers on the film; they could "make funny eyes and faces at the actors whenever they had a problem with the line and sort of nod when they had something better".[103] Abrams was able to alter a scene where Spock combats six Romulans from a fistfight to a gunfight, having decided there were too many physical brawls in the film.[13]

The production team maintained heavily enforced security around the film. Karl Urban[image: External link] revealed, "[There is a] level of security and secrecy that we have all been forced to adopt. I mean, it's really kind of paranoid crazy, but sort of justified. We're not allowed to walk around in public in our costumes and we have to be herded around everywhere in these golf carts that are completely concealed and covered in black canvas. The security of it is immense. You feel your freedom is a big challenge."[104] Actors like Jennifer Morrison[image: External link] were only given the scripts of their scenes.[105] The film's shooting script was fiercely protected even with the main cast. Simon Pegg[image: External link] said, "I read [the script] with a security guard near me – it's that secretive."[106] The film used the fake working title[image: External link] of Corporate Headquarters.[107] Some of the few outside of the production allowed to visit the set included Rod Roddenberry[image: External link],[108] Ronald D. Moore[image: External link],[109] Jonathan Frakes[image: External link], Walter Koenig[image: External link], Nichelle Nichols[image: External link], Ben Stiller, Tom Cruise[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link] (who had partially convinced Abrams to direct because he liked the script, and he even advised the action scenes during his visit).[81]

When the shoot ended, Abrams gave the cast small boxes containing little telescopes, which allowed them to read the name of each constellation[image: External link] it was pointed at. "I think he just wanted each of us to look at the stars a little differently," said John Cho[image: External link]. After the shoot, Abrams cut out some scenes of Kirk and Spock as children, including seeing the latter as a baby, as well as a subplot involving Nero being imprisoned by the Klingons[image: External link] and his escape: this explanation for his absence during Kirk's life confused many to whom Abrams screened the film.[65] Other scenes cut out explained that the teenage Kirk stole his stepfather's antique car because he had forced him to clean it before an auction; and that the Orion he seduced at the Academy worked in the operations division. Afterwards, she agrees to open the e-mail containing his patch[image: External link] that allows him to pass the Kobayashi Maru[image: External link] test.[75]

Abrams chose to shoot the film in the anamorphic format[image: External link] on 35 mm film[image: External link] after discussions about whether the film should be shot in high-definition digital video. Cinematographer Dan Mindel[image: External link] and Abrams agreed the choice gave the film a big-screen feel and the realistic, organic look they wanted for the film setting.[110] Abrams and Mindel used lens flares[image: External link] throughout filming to create an optimistic atmosphere and a feeling that activity was taking place off-camera, making the Star Trek universe feel more real. "There's something about those flares, especially in a movie that potentially could be incredibly sterile and CG and overly controlled. There's just something incredibly unpredictable and gorgeous about them." Mindel would create more flares by shining a flashlight or pointing a mirror at the camera lens, or using two cameras simultaneously and therefore two lighting set-ups.[110] Editor Mary Jo Markey[image: External link] later said in interview that he had not told her (or fellow editor Maryann Brandon[image: External link]) this, and initially contacted the film developers asking why the film seemed overexposed.[111]
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Industrial Light & Magic[image: External link] and Digital Domain[image: External link] were among several companies that created over 1,000 special effect shots.[112] The visual effects supervisors were Roger Guyett, who collaborated with Abrams on Mission: Impossible III[image: External link] and also served as second unit[image: External link] director, and Russell Earl[image: External link]. Abrams avoided shooting only against bluescreen and greenscreen[image: External link], because it "makes me insane", using them instead to extend the scale of sets and locations.[57] The Delta Vega sequence required the mixing of digital snow with real snow.[113]

Star Trek was the first film ILM worked on using entirely digital ships.[113] Enterprise was intended by Abrams to be a merging of its design in the series and the refitted version from the original film. Abrams had fond memories of the revelation of Enterprise's refit in Star Trek: The Motion Picture[image: External link], because it was the first time the ship felt tangible and real to him.[114] The iridescent[image: External link] pattern on the ship from The Motion Picture was maintained to give the ship depth, while model maker Roger Goodson also applied the " Aztec[image: External link]" pattern from The Next Generation. Goodson recalled Abrams also wanted to bring a "hot rod[image: External link]" aesthetic to the ship. Effects supervisor Roger Guyett wanted the ship to have more moving parts, which stemmed from his childhood dissatisfaction with the ship's design: The new Enterprise's dish[image: External link] can expand and move, while the fins on its engines split slightly when they begin warping[image: External link].[115] Enterprise was originally redesigned by Ryan Church using features of the original, at 1,200 feet (370 m) long,[116] but was doubled in size to 2,357 feet (718 m) long to make it seem "grander",[116] while the Romulan Narada is five miles long and several miles wide.[88] The filmmakers had to simulate lens flares[image: External link] on the ships in keeping with the film's cinematography.[113]

Carolyn Porco[image: External link] of NASA[image: External link] was consulted on the planetary science and imagery.[117] The animators realistically recreated what an explosion would look like in space: short blasts, which suck inward and leave debris from a ship floating. For shots of an imploding planet, the same explosion program was used to simulate it breaking up, while the animators could manually composite multiple layers of rocks and wind sucking into the planet.[113] Unlike other Star Trek films and series, the transporter[image: External link] beam effects swirl rather than speckle.[39] Abrams conceived the redesign to emphasize the notion of transporters as beams that can pick up and move people, rather than a signal composed of scrambled atoms.[112]

Lola Visual Effects worked on 48 shots, including some animation to Bana and Nimoy. Bana required extensive damage to his teeth, which was significant enough to completely replace his mouth in some shots. Nimoy's mouth was reanimated in his first scene with Kirk following a rerecording session. The filmmakers had filmed Nimoy when he rerecorded his lines so they could rotoscope[image: External link] his mouth into the film, even recreating the lighting conditions, but they realized they had to digitally recreate his lips because of the bouncing light created by the camp fire.[112]
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Main article: Star Trek (soundtrack)[image: External link]


Michael Giacchino[image: External link], Abrams' most frequent collaborator, composed the music for Star Trek. He kept the original theme[image: External link] by Alexander Courage[image: External link] for the end credits, which Abrams said symbolized the momentum of the crew coming together.[118] Giacchino admitted personal pressure in scoring the film, as "I grew up listening to all of that great [Trek] music, and that's part of what inspired me to do what I'm doing [...] You just go in scared. You just hope you do your best. It's one of those things where the film will tell me what to do."[119] Scoring took place at the Sony Scoring Stage with a 107-piece orchestra and 40-person choir. An erhu[image: External link], performed by Karen Han, was used for the Vulcan themes. A distorted recording was used for the Romulans.[118] Varèse Sarabande[image: External link], the record label responsible for releasing albums of Giacchino's previous scores for Alias[image: External link], Lost[image: External link], Mission: Impossible III[image: External link], and Speed Racer[image: External link], released the soundtrack for the film on May 5.[120] The music for the theatrical trailers were composed by Two Steps from Hell[image: External link].[121]
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The sound effects were designed by Star Wars[image: External link] veteran Ben Burtt[image: External link]. Whereas the phaser blast noises from the television series were derived from The War of the Worlds[image: External link] (1953), Burtt made his phaser sounds more like his blasters from Star Wars, because Abrams' depiction of phasers were closer to the blasters' bullet-like fire, rather than the steady beams of energy in previous Star Trek films. Burtt reproduced the classic photon torpedo and warp drive sounds: he tapped a long spring against a contact microphone[image: External link], and combined that with cannon fire. Burtt used a 1960s oscillator[image: External link] to create a musical and emotional hum to the warping and transporting sounds.[122]
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 Release




In February 2008, Paramount announced they would move Star Trek from its December 25, 2008 release date to May 8, 2009, as the studio felt more people would see the film during summer than winter. The film was practically finished by the end of 2008.[123] Paramount's decision came about after visiting the set and watching dailies, as they realized the film could appeal to a much broader audience. Even though the filmmakers liked the Christmas release date, Damon Lindelof acknowledged it would allow more time to perfect the visual effects.[102] The months-long gap between the completion of the production and release meant Alan Dean Foster[image: External link] was allowed to watch the whole film before writing the novelization[image: External link], although the novel[image: External link] would contain scenes absent from the final edit.[124] Quinto narrated the audiobook.[125]

A surprise public screening was held on April 6, 2009, at the Alamo Drafthouse[image: External link] theater in Austin, Texas[image: External link], hosted by writers Robert Orci, Alex Kurtzman, and producer Damon Lindelof. The showing was publicized as a screening of Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan[image: External link], followed by a ten-minute preview of the new Star Trek film. A few minutes into Khan, the film appeared to melt and Nimoy appeared on stage with Orci, Kurtzman and Lindelof, asking the audience, "wouldn't you rather see the new movie?"[126] Following the surprise screening in Texas, the first of many premieres across the world was held at the Sydney Opera House[image: External link] in Sydney on April 7, 2009.[127] For almost two years, the town of Vulcan, Alberta[image: External link] had campaigned to have the film premiere there, but because it had no theater, Paramount arranged instead a lottery where 300 winning residents would be taken to a prerelease screening in Calgary[image: External link].[128]
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 Marketing




See also: Star Trek: Countdown[image: External link] and Star Trek DAC[image: External link]


The first teaser trailer debuted in theaters with Cloverfield[image: External link] on January 18, 2008, which showed Enterprise under construction. Abrams himself directed the first part of the trailer, where a welder removes his goggles. Professional welders were hired for the teaser.[129] The voices of the 1960s played over the trailer were intended to link the film to the present day; John F. Kennedy[image: External link] in particular was chosen because of similarities with the character of James T. Kirk and because he is seen to have "kicked off" the Space Race[image: External link]. Orci explained that: "If we do indeed have a Federation[image: External link], I think Kennedy’s words will be inscribed in there someplace."[78] Star Trek's later trailers would win four awards, including Best in Show, in the tenth annual Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link].[130]

Paramount faced two obstacles in promoting the film: the unfamiliarity of the "MySpace generation" with the franchise and the relatively weak international performance of the previous films. Six months before the film's release, Abrams toured Europe and North America with 25 minutes of footage. Abrams noted the large-scale campaign started unusually early, but this was because the release delay allowed him to show more completed scenes than normal. The director preferred promoting his projects quietly, but concurred Paramount needed to remove Star Trek's stigma.[131] Abrams would exaggerate his preference for other shows to Star Trek as a child to the press, with statements like "I'm not a Star Trek fan" and "this movie is not made for Star Trek fans necessarily". Orci compared Abrams' approach to The Next Generation episode "A Matter of Honor[image: External link]", where William Riker[image: External link] is stationed aboard a Klingon vessel. "On that ship when someone talks back to you, you would have to beat them down or you lose the respect of your crew, which is protocol, whereas on a Federation ship that would be a crime. So we have to give [J. J. Abrams] a little bit of leeway, when he is traveling the 'galaxy' over there where they don't know Trek, to say the things that need to be said in order to get people onto our side."[77]

Promotional partners on the film include Nokia[image: External link], Verizon Wireless[image: External link], Esurance[image: External link], Kellogg's[image: External link], Burger King[image: External link] and Intel Corporation[image: External link], as well as various companies specializing in home decorating, apparel, jewelry, gift items and "Tiberius", "Pon Farr" and "Red Shirt" fragrances.[132][133] Playmates Toys[image: External link], who owned the Star Trek toy license until 2000, also held the merchandise rights for the new film.[134] The first wave was released in March and April 2009. Playmates hope to continue their toy line into 2010.[135][needs update[image: External link]] The first wave consists of 3.75", 6" and 12" action figures, an Enterprise replica, prop toys and play sets. to recreate the whole bridge, one would have to buy more 3.75" figures, which come with chairs and consoles to add to the main set consisting of Kirk's chair, the floor, the main console and the viewscreen.[136] Master Replicas[image: External link],[137] Mattel[image: External link], Hasbro[image: External link] and Fundex Games[image: External link] will promote the film[needs update[image: External link]] via playing cards, Monopoly[image: External link], UNO[image: External link], Scrabble[image: External link], Magic 8-Ball[image: External link], Hot Wheels[image: External link], Tyco R/C[image: External link], 20Q[image: External link], Scene It?[image: External link] and Barbie[image: External link] lines. Some of these are based on previous Star Trek iterations rather than the film.[133][138] CBS also created a merchandising line based around Star Trek caricatures named "Quogs".[139]
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 Home release




The film was released on DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] on October 19, 2010 in North America,[140] November 16 in the United Kingdom[141] and October 26 in Australia and New Zealand. In Sweden and Germany, it was released on November 4.[142] First week sales stood at 5.7 million DVDs along with 1.1 million Blu-ray Discs,[143] giving Paramount Pictures[image: External link] their third chart topping release in five weeks following Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen[image: External link] and G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra[image: External link].[144]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Official screenings in the United States started at 7 pm on May 7, 2009,[145] grossing $4 million on its opening day. By the end of the weekend, Star Trek had opened with $79,204,300, as well as $35,500,000 from other countries. Adjusted and unadjusted for inflation, it beat Star Trek: First Contact for the largest American opening for a Star Trek film. The film made US$8.5 million from its IMAX[image: External link] screenings, breaking The Dark Knight[image: External link]'s $6.3 million IMAX opening record.[146] The film is the highest-grossing in the United States and Canada from the entire Star Trek film franchise, eclipsing The Voyage Home[image: External link] and Star Trek: The Motion Picture[image: External link]. Its opening weekend numbers alone outgross the entire individual runs of The Undiscovered Country, The Final Frontier, Insurrection and Nemesis.[147] Star Trek ended its United States theatrical run on October 1, 2009, with a box office total of $257,730,019, which places it as the seventh highest-grossing film for 2009 behind The Hangover[image: External link].[2] The film grossed $127,764,536 in international markets,[148] for a total worldwide gross of $385,494,555.[149] While foreign grosses represent only 31% of the total box office receipts, executives of Paramount were happy with the international sales, as Star Trek historically was a movie franchise that never has been a big draw overseas.[150]
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 Critical response




Star Trek was acclaimed by film critics. On the review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], it received 95% approval with an average rating of 8.2/10 (the highest scored Star Trek film), based on 333 reviews, with the consensus: "Star Trek reignites a classic franchise with action, humor, a strong story, and brilliant visuals, and will please traditional Trekkies and new fans alike."[151] Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a weighted average[image: External link] score, gave the film an 83 out of 100 based on 37 reviews from critics.[152][153]

Ty Burr[image: External link] of the Boston Globe[image: External link] gave the film a perfect four star rating, describing it as "ridiculously satisfying", and the "best prequel ever".[154] Burr praised the character development in the film, opining that "emotionally, Star Trek hits every one of its marks, functioning as a family reunion that extends across decades, entertainment mediums, even blurring the line between audience and show."[154] He continued: "Trading on affections sustained over 40 years of popular culture, Star Trek does what a franchise reboot rarely does. It reminds us why we loved these characters in the first place."[154] Owen Gleiberman from Entertainment Weekly gave the film an 'A-' grade, commenting that director Abrams "crafts an origin story that avoids any hint of the origin doldrums."[155] Similar sentiments were expressed by Rolling Stone[image: External link] journalist Peter Travers[image: External link], who gave the film a 3.5 out of 4 stars. He felt that the acting from the cast was the highlight of the filming, asserting that the performance of Pine radiated star quality.[156] Likewise, Travers called Quinto's performance "sharp" and "intuitive", and felt that Quinto "gave the film a soul".[156] Manohla Dargis of the New York Times[image: External link] wrote, "Star Trek [...] isn’t just a pleasurable rethink of your geek uncle's favorite science-fiction series. It's also a testament to television's power as mythmaker, as a source for some of the fundamental stories we tell about ourselves, who we are and where we came from.[157] Slate[image: External link]'s Dana Stevens felt that the film was "a gift to those of us who loved the original series, that brainy, wonky, idealistic body of work that aired to almost no commercial success between 1966–69 and has since become a science fiction archetype and object of cult adoration."[158] Time Out London[image: External link]'s Tom Huddleston praised the aesthetic qualities of the film, such as the design of Enterprise, and praised the performances of the cast.[159] He wrote, "The cast are equally strong: Quinto brings wry charm to an otherwise calculating character, while Pine powers through his performance in bullish, if not quite Shatner-esque fashion."[159]

The chemistry between Pine and Quinto was well received by critics. Gleiberman felt that as the film progressed to the conclusion, Pine and Quinto emulated the same connection as Kirk and Spock.[155] Tim Robey of The Telegraph[image: External link] echoed similar attitudes; "The movie charts their relationship [...] in a nicely oblique way." Robey resumed: "It's the main event, dramatically speaking, but there's always something more thumpingly urgent to command their attention, whether it's a Vulcan distress signal or the continuing rampages of those pesky Romulans."[160] Burr opined that Abrams had an accurate understanding of the relationship between Kirk and Spock, and wrote, "Pine makes a fine, brash boy Kirk, but Quinto's Spock is something special – an eerily calm figure freighted with a heavier sadness than Roddenberry's original. The two ground each other and point toward all the stories yet to come."[154] Similarly, The Guardian[image: External link] writer Peter Bradshaw expressed: "The story of Kirk and Spock is brought thrillingly back to life by a new first generation: Chris Pine and Zachary Quinto, who give inspired, utterly unselfconscious and lovable performances, with power, passion and some cracking comic timing."[161]

Some film critics were polarized with Star Trek. Keith Phipps of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the film a 'B+' grade, and asserted that it was "a reconsideration of what constitutes Star Trek, one that deemphasizes heady concepts and plainly stated humanist virtues in favor of breathless action punctuated by bursts of emotion. It might not even be immediately recognizable to veteran fans."[162] In concurrence, Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] stated that "the Gene Roddenberry years, when stories might play with questions of science, ideals or philosophy, have been replaced by stories reduced to loud and colorful action." Ebert ultimately gave it a 2.5 out of 4 stars.[163] Similarly, Marc Bain of Newsweek[image: External link] opined: "The latest film version of Star Trek [...] is more brawn than brain, and it largely jettisons complicated ethical conundrums in favor of action sequences and special effects.[164] Slate journalist Juliet Lapidos argued that the new film, with its "standard Hollywood torture scene", failed to live up to the intellectual standard set by the 1992 Next Generation episode "Chain of Command[image: External link]", whose treatment of the issue she found both more sophisticated and pertinent to the ongoing debate over the United States' use of enhanced interrogation techniques[image: External link].[165]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Star Trek (film)[image: External link]


The film garnered numerous accolades after its release. In 2010, it was nominated for four Academy Awards[image: External link] at the 82nd Academy Awards[image: External link], for Best Sound Editing[image: External link], Best Sound Mixing[image: External link], Best Visual Effects[image: External link], and Best Makeup[image: External link]. Star Trek won in the category for Best Makeup[image: External link], making it the first Star Trek film to receive an Academy Award.[166] The film was nominated for three Empire Awards[image: External link], to which it won for Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy.[167] In October 2009, Star Trek won the Hollywood Award[image: External link] for Best Movie,[168] and attained six Scream Awards[image: External link] and the 2009 Scream Awards Ceremony[image: External link].[169] The film attained a Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Performance by a Stunt Ensemble in a Motion Picture[image: External link] at the 16th Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link].[170]

Star Trek received several nominations. The film was nominated for a Grammy Award[image: External link] for Best Score Soundtrack Album for a Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media[image: External link], but was beaten out by Up[image: External link], also composed by Michael Giacchino.[171][172] At the 36th People's Choice Awards[image: External link], the film received four nominations: the film was a contender for Favorite Movie, Zoe Saldana[image: External link] was nominated for Favorite Breakout Movie Actress, and both Pine and Quinto were nominated for Favorite Breakout Movie Actor.[173] On June 15, 2009, the film was nominated for five Teen Choice Awards[image: External link].[174] In addition, Star Trek was nominated for five Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link] and was named one of the top-ten films of 2009 by the National Board of Review of Motion Pictures[image: External link].[175][176]
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 Sequels




Main articles: Star Trek Into Darkness and Star Trek Beyond[image: External link]


The film's major cast members signed on for two sequels as part of their original deals.[177] Abrams and Bryan Burk[image: External link] signed to produce and Abrams signed to direct the first sequel.[178][179] The sequel, Star Trek Into Darkness,[180] starring Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] as Khan Noonien Singh[image: External link], was released on May 16, 2013.[181]

A third film, Star Trek Beyond[image: External link], directed by Justin Lin[image: External link] and starring Idris Elba[image: External link] as the main antagonist,[182] was released on July 22, 2016, to positive reviews. In July 2016, Abrams confirmed plans for a fourth film, and stated that Chris Hemsworth would return as Kirk's father. Most of the cast and producers of Beyond have also agreed to return; however, Abrams stated Anton Yelchin's role would not be recast following his death.
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	Star Trek film series[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "STAR TREK"[image: External link]. British Board of Film Classification[image: External link]. 2009-04-09. Retrieved 2013-05-22.


	
^ a b c "Star Trek (2009)"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo[image: External link]. Retrieved 2010-12-12.


	
^ Larry Carroll "'Star Trek' Sequel Will Deal With 'Unpredictable Future'"[image: External link]. MTV. Retrieved 2011-03-13.


	
^ Larry Carroll (2009-05-15). "'Star Trek' Director Open To Sequel With William Shatner Or Khan"[image: External link]. MTV. Retrieved 2009-05-16.


	
^ Cargill, JD (2009-05-08). "The Scene: 'Trek' actors dive onto Vulcan"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved 2009-12-10.


	
^ Plait, Phil (2009-05-08). "BA Review: Star Trek"[image: External link]. Discover[image: External link]. Kalmbach Publishing[image: External link]. Retrieved December 10, 2009.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l Jeff Jensen (2008-10-24). "'Star Trek': New Movie, New Vision"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Time, Inc.[image: External link] Retrieved 2008-10-16.


	
^ a b c d e John Jurgensen (2009-01-02). "Boldly Revisiting Roles"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. Dow Jones & Company[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-01-16.


	
^ a b c Pascale, Anthony (2009-02-28). "WonderCon 09: Star Trek Panel Detailed Report & Pictures"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-03-01.


	
^ Kaleem Aftab (2008-03-10). "Exclusive: Trek Star Reveals Captain Kirk Inspiration"[image: External link]. IGN. News Corporation[image: External link]. Retrieved 2010-12-04.


	
^ Nolan Feeney (2014-07-14). "Chris Pratt Was Turned Down for Roles in Star Trek and Avatar"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved 2014-07-15.


	
^ a b Anthony Pascale (2008-04-14). "Grand Slam XVI: Two Spocks Rock The House"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-04-15.


	
^ a b Anthony Pascale (2009-05-05). "Interview with Zachary Quinto"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-05-07.


	
^ Josh Horowitz (2007-09-26). "Adrien Brody Confirms He Was Almost Mr. Spock"[image: External link]. MTV (Viacom). Retrieved 2007-10-06.


	
^ Shawn Adler (2008-02-11). "Eric Bana Boldly Goes On About New ‘Star Trek’"[image: External link]. MTV ( Viacom[image: External link]). Retrieved 2008-02-12.


	
^ Brian Jacks (2009-05-05). "Eric Bana Has Never Seen A ‘Star Trek’ Movie"[image: External link]. MTV ( Viacom[image: External link]). Retrieved 2009-05-06.


	
^ "Bana calls 'Star Trek' role irresistible"[image: External link]. United Press International[image: External link]. 2008-02-29. Retrieved 2008-10-13.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2008-02-26). "Bana Spoofs Star Trek Plot Details"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-10-13.


	
^ Peter Mitchell (2009-03-06). "Bana dons face tattoos for new role"[image: External link]. ninemsn[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 10, 2009. Retrieved 2009-03-09.


	
^ Nimoy, Leonard[image: External link] (2012-05-10). "Leonard Nimoy Talks Tees, Trek And More, Part 2"[image: External link] (Interview). Interview with StarTrek.com staff. Retrieved May 18, 2012.


	
^ a b Geoff Boucher (2009-03-29). "'Star Trek' writing pair cling on to their partnership"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Tribune Company[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-03-29.


	
^ a b Vic Holtreman (2008-04-13). "Hungry For More Star Trek Details? Here You Go!"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 2, 2008. Retrieved 2008-04-14.


	
^ a b Boucher, Geoff (2009-05-11). "Leonard Nimoy: ‘Star Trek’ fans can be scary"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved 1 March 2015.


	
^ "Exclusive: A Conversation with Trek's Two Spocks"[image: External link]. TV Guide[image: External link]. 2008-04-15. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 21, 2008. Retrieved 2008-04-15.


	
^ "Abrams and Orci On Fan Reaction + Bob Meets Brannon"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. 2009-01-16. Retrieved 2009-01-16.


	
^ Wilson Morales (2008-01-29). "Zoe Saldaña sheds a little light on playing 'Uhura' "[image: External link]. Blackfilm.com. Retrieved 2008-01-30.


	
^ Larry Carroll (2009-04-21). "New 'Star Trek' Cast Took Cues From The Classic Series"[image: External link]. MTV (Viacom). Retrieved 2009-04-23.


	
^ Jen Yamato (2007-08-01). "Sydney Tamiia Poitier on Critics, Grindhouse, and the Final Frontier"[image: External link]. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]. Flixster[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 27, 2009. Retrieved 2008-12-28.


	
^ Eric Goldman (2008-01-09). "Karl Urban: From Comanche Moon to Star Trek"[image: External link]. IGN. Retrieved 2008-01-23.


	
^ Battersby, Shandelle (2009-04-09). "Karl Urban on Star Trek and beyond"[image: External link]. The New Zealand Herald[image: External link]. APN News & Media[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-04-11.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2007-09-28). "Karl Urban Up For ‘Star Trek’ Role (But Not Villain) + Casting & Plot Updates"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-12-28.


	
^ a b Siobhan Synnot (2009-04-26). "Simon Pegg interview"[image: External link]. Scotland on Sunday[image: External link]. The Scotsman Publications[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-04-26.


	
^ Craig McLean (2009-04-26). "Simon Pegg can still boldly go ... to East Kilbride"[image: External link]. The Sunday Times. London. Retrieved 2009-04-26.


	
^ Erin Biba (2008-07-21). "Simon Pegg's Geek Roots Show in Spaced"[image: External link]. Wired[image: External link]. Condé Nast Publications[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-10-02.


	
^ Steve Fritz (2009-01-21). "From 'Trek' to 'Wars', Part 2: George Takei on Star Trek"[image: External link]. Newsarama[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-01-22.


	
^ Tenuto, John (2007-12-16). "John Cho: Sulu Is A Badass"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-02-16.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2008-03-17). "Cho Injured On Trek Set"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-03-19.


	
^ Ileane Rudolph (2007-10-29). "Heroes Preview: Ando's Secret Superpower Desire"[image: External link]. TV Guide[image: External link]. Retrieved 2007-10-31.


	
^ a b "JJ Abrams on the new Star Trek trailer"[image: External link]. Empire[image: External link]. Bauer Media Group[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-11-17.


	
^ Cindy White (2008-01-28). "Young Chekov Talks Trek"[image: External link]. IGN. Retrieved 2008-01-28.


	
^ Total Film (2013-03-12). "Star Wars Episode 7: Movie Stars On J.J. Abrams' Sequel"[image: External link] (Interview). Totalfilm.com. Retrieved 2015-11-10.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2007-05-09). "Greg Ellis Joins Star Trek Cast"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-02-19.


	
^ a b c d Patrick Lee (2009-04-29). "Don't blink! We unearth a few Star Trek easter eggs"[image: External link]. Sci Fi Wire[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-04-29.


	
^ William Keck (2008-03-02). "Boldly go where they went before"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved 2008-03-10.


	
^ "Brad William Henke talks about his role in STAR TREK"[image: External link]. Collider. 2008-09-13. Retrieved 2008-09-14.


	
^ Trotter, Charles (2008-01-29). "Meet The Young Kirk Boys"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-01-28.


	
^ "How J.J. Abrams snuck Wesley Crusher into Star Trek!"[image: External link]. Sci-Fi Wire[image: External link]. 2009-11-04. Retrieved 2009-12-18.


	
^ Charles Trotter (2009-05-02). "Fun Stuff In Official Star Trek Movie Credits"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-05-04.


	
^ Pascale, Anthony (2008-12-18). "Majel Barrett-Roddenberry Passes Away"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2010-08-26.


	
^ a b Meredith Woerner (2009-05-11). "The Shatner Scene You Never Saw In Abrams' Star Trek"[image: External link]. io9[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-12.


	
^ Clayton Neuman (2008-09-08). "Masters of SciFi – J.J. Abrams on Reviving Frankenstein in Fringe and Adhering to Canon With Star Trek"[image: External link]. AMC[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-07-25.


	
^ William Keck (2008-01-21). "Celeb Watch: Shatner's gone there before, but new 'Trek' isn't on frontier"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved 2008-03-26.


	
^ Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens[image: External link] (1995). The Art of Star Trek. Pocket Books[image: External link]. p. 155. ISBN[image: External link]  0-671-89804-3[image: External link].


	
^ Kreski, Chris; Shatner, William (1995). Star Trek Movie Memories. New York: HarperTorch. p. 276. ISBN[image: External link]  0-06-109329-7[image: External link].


	
^ Hughes, David (2008-07-15). The Greatest Sci-Fi Movies Never Made (Revised ed.). Titan Books[image: External link]. pp. 35, 37, 44–46. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-84576-755-6[image: External link].


	
^ a b Dave Itzkoff (2009-04-23). "New team retrofits old ship"[image: External link]. The New York Times. The New York Times Company[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-04-26.


	
^ a b c d Anthony Pascale (2008-01-25). "Star Trek Cast & Crew Fan Chat Transcript + Pictures From The Set"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-01-27.


	
^ a b c d e Anthony Pascale (2007-10-04). "Interview – Roberto Orci On Why He Is A Trekkie & Making Trek Big Again"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-09-20.


	
^ Steve Krutzler (2006-06-07). "Abrams Cohorts Emphasize Respect for Mythology in Trek XI, Say Script Will Contain Old and New"[image: External link]. TrekWeb.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 9, 2006. Retrieved 2006-08-20.


	
^ Pascale, Anthony (2007-12-05). "Paramount Updates Star Trek Credits & Official Synopsis + Adds Production Partner"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2007-12-09.


	
^ Pascale, Anthony (2008-12-30). "Super High Resolution Images For ‘Star Trek’ 2009"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-12-31.


	
^ "Can J.J. Abrams save Star Trek?". Empire[image: External link]. Bauer Media Group. July 2006. p. 56.


	
^ Matthew Leyland (April 2009). "Bold New Enterprise". Total Film[image: External link]. Future plc[image: External link]. p. 72.


	
^ a b Geoff Boucher (2009-01-29). "J.J. Abrams on tribbles and the 'Galaxy Quest' problem"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Tribune Company. Retrieved 2009-01-29.


	
^ a b James Dyer (May 2009). "The Prime Director". Empire[image: External link]. Bauer Media Group. pp. 76–79.


	
^ Tatiana Siegel (February 24, 2007). "Abrams takes helm of 'Star Trek' "[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 16, 2008. Retrieved 2008-04-14.


	
^ Goldman, Eric (2008-05-16). "Abrams Talks Trek, Cloverfield 2"[image: External link]. IGN. Retrieved 2008-05-16.


	
^ a b Hugh Hart (2008-10-02). "Star Trek Writers Brace for Impact"[image: External link]. Wired[image: External link]. Condé Nast Publications[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-10-03.


	
^ a b c Anthony Pascale (2008-12-11). "Bob Orci Explains How The New Star Trek Movie Fits With Trek Canon (and Real Science)"[image: External link] (Some information is taken from subsequent comments by Orci under the username "boborci"). TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-12-23.


	
^ a b c Patrick Lee (2009-03-26). "Orci & Kurtzman: Why they don't call Star Trek a reboot"[image: External link]. Sci Fi Wire[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-03-26.


	
^ a b c Anthony Pascale (2009-04-30). "Star Trek Writers Alex Kurtzman & Roberto Orci"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-05-01.


	
^ Helen O'Hara (2008-11-14). "Klingon Subplot Revealed"[image: External link]. Empire[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-11-14.


	
^ "Star Trek: Behind the scenes"[image: External link] (Video). The Hollywood Reporter. Lynne Segall. Retrieved 2009-04-03.


	
^ Patrick Lee (2009-03-24). "Orci & Kurtzman: What familiar Star Trek bits will you see in the new movie?"[image: External link]. Sci Fi Wire[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-03-24.


	
^ a b c Goldsmith, Jeff (2009-05-16). "Star Trek Q&A"[image: External link]. Creative Screenwriting. Retrieved 2009-05-16.


	
^ Jeff Jensen (2008-10-17). "Inspirations for a whole new Enterprise "[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved 2008-12-15.


	
^ a b c d Anthony Pascale (2008-12-10). "Exclusive Interview: Roberto Orci On All The Latest With Star Trek (and more)"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-12-09.


	
^ a b Anthony Pascale (2008-01-19). "Interview – Orci Answers Questions About New Star Trek Trailer"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-01-21.


	
^ Josh Horowitz (2007-03-08). "'Star Trek' Writers Talk Direction, Technobabble – But Not Matt Damon"[image: External link]. MTV. Retrieved 2007-08-07.


	
^ a b Anthony Pascale (2007-10-08). "Interview – Orci Talks Casting, Characters, Canon and Kirks"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-09-25.


	
^ a b Anthony Pascale (2008-04-13). "Grand Slam XVI: Highlights From Orci Q&A"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-04-13.


	
^ Bryan Cairns (2009-03-23). "To Boldly Go ... 'Star Trek' Executive Producer Bryan Burk"[image: External link]. Newsarama[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-03-23.


	
^ "Star Trek Magazine No. 17 Preview + Scott Chambliss Interview Extract"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. 2009-03-20. Retrieved 2009-03-20.


	
^ Cotta Vaz, Mark[image: External link]. Star Trek : The Art of the Film, Titan Books, 2009.


	
^ Fred Topel (2008-09-05). "J.J. Abrams on TV's Fringe"[image: External link]. Suicide Girls[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-01-08.


	
^ Vic Holtreman (2009-03-24). "Exclusive Interview With The Man Behind Star Trek’s Props"[image: External link]. Screen Rant. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 27, 2009. Retrieved 2009-03-24.


	
^ Eric Vespe (2008-03-18). "Why do these shots from the filming of "Corporate Headquarters" look suspiciously like the Starfleet Academy?"[image: External link]. Ain't It Cool News[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-09-25.


	
^ a b c d e f g "Production notes"[image: External link]. StarTrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-05-04. Enter the main site and click "About" on the navigation menu to access.


	
^ Pascale, Anthony (2009-05-03). "TrekMovie Hollywood Premiere Video Interviews w/ Trek Celebs (Past & Present)"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-05-04.


	
^ Helen O'Hara (2008-10-28). "Empire Star Trek Cover"[image: External link]. Empire[image: External link]. Bauer Media Group. Retrieved 2008-10-28.


	
^ Sampson, Mike (2008-10-15). "EXCL: Star Trek pic!"[image: External link]. JoBlo.com[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-10-15.


	
^ a b Joe Nazzaro (2009-04-06). "FX artists create new aesthetic for ‘Star Trek’ franchise"[image: External link]. Makeup Mag. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 12, 2009. Retrieved 2009-04-06.


	
^ Bill Desowitz (2009-05-15). "Creature Designer Neville Page Talks Star Trek"[image: External link]. Animation World Network[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-17.


	
^ Patrick Lee (2009-03-20). "Star Trek "doctor" reveals details of Kirk's birth in Abrams' film"[image: External link]. Sci Fi Wire[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-03-20.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2008-03-27). "Star Trek Wraps"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-03-28.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2008-04-09). "Producer Talks ‘Iowa’ Shoot + VIDEO Of Scene Being Shot"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-04-10.


	
^ Paul Eakins (2007-12-19). "Council Returns after 'Trek'". Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].


	
^ "Motion Picture Incentive Fund"[image: External link]. Economic Development Corporation of Utah. 2009-02-04. Retrieved 2009-02-04.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2008-03-18). "CSUN Transformed Into Academy"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-03-19.


	
^ Cynthia Littleton, Michael Schneider (2007-11-05). "WGA strike hit the streets"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved 2007-11-06.


	
^ Benjamin Svetkey (2007-11-08). "Writers' strike: Imagining the worst-case scenario"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Time, Inc. Retrieved 2007-11-12.


	
^ a b Anthony Pascale (2008-03-01). "Exclusive Interview: Damon Lindelof On New Release Date and Trek Appealing To Wider Audience"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-03-03.


	
^ Alex Billington (2009-01-14). "Kicking Off 2009 with Writers Alex Kurtzman and Roberto Orci – Part Two: Transformers 2"[image: External link]. First Showing. Retrieved 2009-01-14.


	
^ Rogers, Troy (2007-12-20). "Karl Urban Talks Comanche Moon Mini-series and Star Trek"[image: External link]. The Dead Bolt. Retrieved 2012-01-11.


	
^ "Morrison and Nichols Talk a little Trek"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. 2008-04-23. Retrieved 2008-04-25.


	
^ "Simon Spills On Star Trek"[image: External link]. Sky Living[image: External link]. 2007-12-06. Retrieved 2012-01-11.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2007-11-06). "'Star Trek' Extras Open Casting Call – Looking for Unique Faces"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-01-20.


	
^ Dan Madsen (2009-03-24). "Mania Exclusive Interview: Eugene Roddenberry, Jr."[image: External link]. Mania. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 25, 2009. Retrieved 2009-03-24.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2008-06-24). "Ron Moore Talks Movies (Past and Future)"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-11-23.


	
^ a b Goldman, Michael (2009-04-20). "Back on Trek; How J.J. Abrams led the Star Trek revival"[image: External link]. Millimetre. p. 2. Retrieved 2009-04-28.


	
^ Tapley, Christopher. "Tech Support Interview: The crafts of ‘Star Trek’"[image: External link]. In Contention. Retrieved 24 December 2015.


	
^ a b c Bill Desowitz (2009-05-12). "Where No Star Trek Has Gone Before"[image: External link]. Animation World Network[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-15.


	
^ a b c d McGorry, Ken (2009-05-01). "Star Trek Returns"[image: External link]. Post Magazine[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-04.[dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ Jeff Jensen (2008-11-11). "'Star Trek': An exclusive first look at the Enterprise"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved 2009-03-08.


	
^ "How ILM came up with the new Enterprise for J.J. Abrams' Trek"[image: External link]. Sci Fi Wire[image: External link]. 2009-04-17. Retrieved 2009-04-17.


	
^ a b Jaeger, Alex (2009-07-01). Cinefax. "118".


	
^ Pascale, Anthony (2008-02-11). "Interview with Star Trek's new science advisor"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-12-21.


	
^ a b Dan Goldwasser (2009-04-21). "Michael Giacchino hits warp speed with his score to Star Trek "[image: External link]. ScoringSessions.com. Retrieved 2009-04-21.


	
^ Cindy White (2007-11-01). "Trek Score Will Keep Theme"[image: External link]. Sci Fi Wire[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2008-02-02. Retrieved 2007-11-03.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2008-03-23). "Giacchino’s Star Trek Soundtrack Announced – Available For Pre-order"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-03-25.


	
^ "Two Steps From Hell: Music for Motion Picture Advertising"[image: External link]. TwoStepsFromHell.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2010-10-23. Retrieved 2011-03-13.


	
^ Michael Kunkes (2009-04-29). "More Sound Trekking"[image: External link]. Motion Picture Editors Guild[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-07.


	
^ "'Star Trek' boldly goes to summer 2009 in schedule shift"[image: External link]. KATU[image: External link]. 2008-02-15. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 31, 2012. Retrieved 2012-01-12.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2009-02-12). "Alan Dean Foster Writing Star Trek Movie Adaptation"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. Retrieved 2009-02-12.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2009-03-19). "ST09 Tidbits (Spocks Edition): Nimoy Supports Vulcans [UPDATED] + Quinto Reads Audiobook & Appears in GQ"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. Retrieved 2009-04-04.


	
^ "Austin, TX Fans Given Surprise Showing of ENTIRE Star Trek Movie"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. 2009-04-06. Retrieved 2009-04-07.


	
^ "Star Trek to get Sydney premiere"[image: External link]. BBC News. 2009-03-20. Retrieved 2009-03-19.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2009-03-20). "ST09 Tidbits (T-48 days): Vulcan Gets A ‘Yes’ + New Esurance Contest + New Kellogg’s Promos + more"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. Retrieved 2009-03-20.


	
^ Charles Trotter (2008-01-21). "Trek Welder Talks Teaser Shoot"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. Retrieved 2008-10-02.


	
^ Lauer, Andy (2009-06-05). ""Man on Wire," "The Wrestler" Among 2009 Golden Trailer Winners"[image: External link]. indieWIRE[image: External link]. Retrieved 2012-01-12.


	
^ Jay A. Fernandez and Borys Kit (2008-11-21). ""Star Trek" promo blasting off six months early"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved 2008-11-22.


	
^ Stanley, T.L. (2009-04-16). "Paramount forges 'Star Trek' tie-ins"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Prometheus Global Media[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-04-17.


	
^ a b "CBS Announces New Star Trek Licenses – Including Monopoly, Uno, Apparel, Fragrances + more [UPDATED]"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. 2009-01-28. Retrieved 2009-01-28.


	
^ John Tenuto (2008-01-27). "Star Trek Headed Back To Playmates"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-01-28.


	
^ John Tenuto (2008-11-19). "Details On First Two Waves Of Playmates Star Trek Movie Toys + Nero’s Ship Name Revealed [UPDATED]"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. Retrieved 2008-11-24.


	
^ John Tenuto (2009-01-23). "Exclusive Details On Playmates Full Line Of Star Trek Movie Toys + Hi Res Images"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. Retrieved 2009-01-24.


	
^ John Tenuto (2008-01-26). "Corgi Announces Star Trek Movie License"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-01-28.


	
^ John Tenuto (2009-01-19). "Star Trek Hot Wheels Coming in May"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. Retrieved 2009-01-19.


	
^ John Tenuto (2009-02-12). "CBS Introduces Star Trek QUOGS – New Cartoon-style TOS Character Designs For Multiple Products"[image: External link]. StarTrek.com. Retrieved 2009-02-12.


	
^ ""Star Trek" DVDs will beam up on Nov. 17th"[image: External link]. The Times-Picayune[image: External link]. Ashton Phelps Jr. 2009-07-29. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Star Trek XI 2-disc edition"[image: External link]. Amazon.com. Retrieved 2009-07-23.


	
^ "Star Trek (2009)"[image: External link] (in Swedish). WebHallen. Retrieved 2012-01-12.


	
^ Arnold, Thomas (2009-11-25). "'Star Trek' tops video charts"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Prometheus Global Media. Retrieved 2012-01-12.


	
^ "Top Selling DVDs of 2009"[image: External link]. The Numbers. Retrieved 2012-01-12.


	
^ Peter Sciretta (2009-04-13). "Star Trek on May 7th"[image: External link]. /Film[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-04-13.


	
^ Rosario T. Calabria (2009-05-11). "Final Numbers In – Star Trek Breaks Franchise & IMAX Records + Outpeforming Batman Begins"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-05-12.


	
^ "Star Trek Movies"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-06-17.


	
^ "UIP International Box Office Gross"[image: External link]. United International Pictures. 2009-10-01. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 5, 2009. Retrieved 2009-10-25.


	
^ "2009 WORLDWIDE GROSSES"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-10-29.


	
^ Anthony Pascale (2009-07-01). "ST09 Tidbits: Last Day in Top 10? + More Khan Debate + More Trek/Wars + more"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2009-08-02.


	
^ "Star Trek (2009)"[image: External link]. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-03-30.


	
^ "Star Trek Reviews, Ratings, Credits"[image: External link]. Metacritic[image: External link]. CBS Interactive[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-03-13.


	
^ "Movie Releases by Score (2009)"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-03-13.


	
^ a b c d e Burr, Ty (2009-05-05). "A Fresh Frontier"[image: External link]. Boston Globe. The New York Times Company[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-06.


	
^ a b Gleiberman, Owen (2009-05-08). "Star Trek"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Time, Inc.[image: External link] Retrieved 2011-12-21.


	
^ a b Traver, Peter (2009-05-06). "Star Trek"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone. Retrieved 2011-12-21.


	
^ Dargis, Manohla (2009-05-08). "Star Trek (2009)"[image: External link]. New York Times. The New York Times Company[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-10.


	
^ Stevens, Dana (2009-05-06). "Go See 'Star Trek' "[image: External link]. Slate[image: External link]. The Washington Post Company[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-10.


	
^ a b Huddleston, Tom (2009-05-07). "Star Trek (2009)"[image: External link]. Time Out London[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-12-21.


	
^ Robey, Tim (2009-05-07). "Star Trek review"[image: External link]. The Daily Telegraph. UK: Telegraph Media Group[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-12-21.


	
^ Bradshaw, Peter (2011-12-21). "Star Trek"[image: External link]. The Guardian[image: External link]. London: Guardian News and Media. Retrieved 2009-05-07.


	
^ Phipps, Keith (2009-05-07). "Star Trek"[image: External link]. The A.V. Club[image: External link]. The Onion[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-12-21.


	
^ Ebert, Roger (2009-05-06). "Star Trek"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. Sun-Times Media Group[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-05-10.


	
^ Bain, Marc (2009-05-05). "Enterprise Ethics"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Ray Chelstowski. Retrieved 2011-12-21.


	
^ Lapidos, Juliet (2009-05-07). "There Are Four Lights!"[image: External link]. Slate[image: External link]. The Washington Post Company. Retrieved 2011-12-21.


	
^ "The 82nd Academy Awards (2010) Nominees and Winners"[image: External link]. Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 6, 2014. Retrieved 2011-11-22.


	
^ "Best Sci-Fi / Fantasy"[image: External link]. Empire[image: External link]. Bauer Consumer Media. 2010. Retrieved April 4, 2010.


	
^ "Star Trek Wins Hollywood Movie Award"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com[image: External link]. 2009-10-27. Retrieved 2011-12-23.


	
^ "SCREAM Awards 2009 Winners"[image: External link]. Spike TV[image: External link]. 2011-09-01. Retrieved 2011-12-23.


	
^ "The 16th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards"[image: External link]. Screen Actors Guild[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-12-23.


	
^ "Nominees And Winners"[image: External link]. National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences. Retrieved 2011-12-22.


	
^ "Nominees"[image: External link]. National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link]. Retrieved 2011-12-22.


	
^ "38 Years. Hundreds of Memories"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2012-01-12.


	
^ West, Kelly (2009-06-15). "Nominations Posted For 2009 Teen Choice Awards"[image: External link]. Cinema Blend. Retrieved 2011-12-23.


	
^ "THE 15th CRITICS' CHOICE MOVIE AWARDS NOMINEES"[image: External link]. Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 17, 2010. Retrieved 2011-12-23.


	
^ "Up In the Air named 2009's Best Film by the National Board Review"[image: External link]. National Board of Review of Motion Pictures[image: External link]. 2009-12-03. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 18, 2011. Retrieved 2011-12-23.


	
^ Pascale, Anthony (2008-04-06). "Paramount Already Thinking About Sequel To Abrams Star Trek"[image: External link]. TrekMovie.com. Retrieved 2008-06-05.


	
^ Schwartz, Terri (2011-07-28). "J.J. Abrams Closes In On Directing "Star Trek 2" "[image: External link]. MTV (Viacom). Retrieved 2011-12-23.


	
^ Brodesser-Akner, Claude (September 13, 2011). "J.J. Abrams Officially Commits to Directing Star Trek 2"[image: External link]. New York[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 18, 2011. Retrieved 2011-09-17.


	
^ Vary, Adam (2012-09-10). "'Star Trek' sequel gets a title"[image: External link]. Inside Movies. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved 2012-09-13.


	
^ "Paramount Moves 'Star Trek' 3D Sequel Back 11 Months to 2013"[image: External link]. TheWrap. Retrieved 2012-06-05.


	
^ http://www.ew.com/article/2016/07/17/star-trek-beyond-idris-elbas-krall-new-look-tv-spot[image: External link]
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]

	
Star Trek[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	
Star Trek[image: External link] at Memory Alpha[image: External link] (a Star Trek[image: External link] wiki[image: External link])





Categories[image: External link]:

	2009 films[image: External link]

	English-language films[image: External link]

	2000s science fiction films[image: External link]

	Science fiction adventure films[image: External link]

	American science fiction action films[image: External link]

	American space adventure films[image: External link]

	Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy Empire Award winners[image: External link]

	Film scores by Michael Giacchino[image: External link]

	Films about revenge[image: External link]

	Films directed by J. J. Abrams[image: External link]

	Films produced by J. J. Abrams[image: External link]

	Films produced by Damon Lindelof[image: External link]

	Screenplays by Alex Kurtzman and Roberto Orci[image: External link]

	Films set in Iowa[image: External link]

	Films set in San Francisco[image: External link]

	Films set in the 23rd century[image: External link]

	Films set in the 24th century[image: External link]

	Alternate timeline films[image: External link]

	Films shot in California[image: External link]

	Films shot in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	Films shot in Utah[image: External link]

	Films that won the Academy Award for Best Makeup[image: External link]

	IMAX films[image: External link]

	Reboot films[image: External link]

	Star Trek (film franchise)[image: External link]

	Time travel films[image: External link]

	Titan (moon) in film[image: External link]

	Bad Robot Productions films[image: External link]

	Spyglass Entertainment films[image: External link]

	Paramount Pictures films[image: External link]

	Black holes in fiction[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 05:31.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Star Trek (film): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Trek_(film) [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Star_Trek_(film) [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Plot

	2 Cast

	3 Soundtrack

	4 Release

	5 Reception

	6 References

	7 External links





A Perfect Getaway






A Perfect Getaway is a 2009 American thriller adventure[image: External link] film, written and directed by David Twohy[image: External link], that stars Timothy Olyphant[image: External link], Milla Jovovich[image: External link], Kiele Sanchez[image: External link], and Steve Zahn[image: External link]. The film was originally shot in Puerto Rico[image: External link] and Hawaii[image: External link] and was released on August 7, 2009, in the United States and on August 12 in the United Kingdom. The film was a modest financial success.
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 Plot




A young mild-mannered American couple, Cliff (Zahn) and Cydney (Jovovich), are celebrating their marriage by hiking to a remote beach in Hawaii[image: External link] while on their honeymoon. On their way, they see two hitchhikers, Cleo ( Shelton[image: External link]) and Kale (Chris Hemsworth). They offer the pair a ride but change their minds when the two seem possibly dangerous.

After they begin the hike, the couple comes in contact with Nick (Olyphant), a solo hiker who claims to be an Iraq War[image: External link] veteran. Nick saves Cydney's life when she slips while attempting to cross a narrow ledge. The trio approaches a group of frightened female hikers discussing a double murder in Honolulu[image: External link]. The victims had their teeth pulled out and fingertips removed. Cliff suspects the hitchhiking couple are the murderers, and Cydney and Cliff discuss whether or not they should turn back, but decide to continue hiking with Nick. They subsequently meet up with Nick's sexy girlfriend, Gina (Sanchez) at the Secret Falls Waterfall.

Cliff suspects Kale and Cleo are following them. When he notices their permits are missing, Cliff sees Kale and Cleo's bags by the trail and goes through them, but he does not find the permits. After making camp, Nick and Cliff split up to search for Kale and Cleo. Cliff runs into a guide who is bringing Cliff the permits they left behind. Cliff and Nick return to the campsite. Nick brings a goat he has killed, and Gina proceeds to butcher the animal, explaining she had learned how while working in the meat department of a grocery store.

The following day, Kale and Cleo are arrested for the murders. A container full of pulled teeth is found in one of their bags. The two couples are relieved by the arrests, and they continue their hike to the beach. Cliff rents two kayaks so he and Nick can explore a marine cave.

As Gina idly looks through the photos on Cydney and Cliff's video camera, she is terrified when she realizes the couple are not who they claim to be. Gina sets off after Nick and Cliff, while Cydney chases after Gina.

Flashbacks reveal that Cliff and Cydney are drug-addicted sociopaths who murdered the newlyweds. They kill people and steal their identities in order to, as Cliff explains, "live a hundred different lives and achieve a kind of immortality". It is also revealed that "Cliff" had planted the bag of teeth in Kale and Cleo's bag to frame them for the murders.

In the Sea cave, Cliff suddenly reveals his true murderer identity and shoots Nick in the head. Gina witnesses this from the cliffs above. Then Cliff shoots at her, but misses. Cydney sneaks up on Gina and attacks her. Gina is stabbed in the leg but manages to push Cydney off the cliff into the water.

Even though they haven't had a signal during the entire trip, Gina fortuitously receives a call on her cell phone from a phone company representative. She begs him to call the police. She spots Cydney below in the kayak just as Cliff pops up over the cliff ledge to grab her feet. Gina stabs him in the hand with Cydney's knife and flees.

While Cliff chases Gina and Cydney kayaks ashore to intercept the police, Nick, saved by the titanium plate in his head from his war wound, wakes up. Gina runs into a group of men searching for their stolen kayaks, who tell her she is safe now. Cliff tries to convince the men that Gina is irrational due to meth use[image: External link]. But one of the group happens to be an EMT[image: External link] and notices Cliff's enlarged pupils, which undermines his story, so Cliff shoots and kills the entire group of men. Gina uses Cliff's distraction as an opportunity to run toward the beach. Nick arrives and fights Cliff, getting the upper hand. At that point, the police arrive by helicopter with a rifle aimed at Nick. Cydney is also in the helicopter, and the police want her to confirm that Nick is the killer, but she pauses. Cydney identifies Cliff as the murderer and says he ruined her life. The police sharpshooter kills Cliff as he reaches for his gun to kill Nick. Later Nick finally proposes to Gina in the helicopter but due to their traumatic encounters, they both agree to not having a honeymoon.
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 Cast







	

	
Timothy Olyphant[image: External link] as Nick

	
Milla Jovovich[image: External link] as Cydney

	
Kiele Sanchez[image: External link] as Gina

	
Steve Zahn[image: External link] as Cliff

	
Marley Shelton[image: External link] as Cleo




	

	
Chris Hemsworth as Kale

	
Anthony Ruivivar[image: External link] as Chronic

	
Dale Dickey[image: External link] as Earth Momma

	
Peter "Navy" Tuiasosopo[image: External link] as Supply Guy

	Wendy Braun as Debbie Mason
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 Soundtrack





	"Hey, Hey, Hey" — Tracy Adams

	"Paradise" — RooHub

	"Need Your Love" — Aswad

	"Boom Chic Boom Chic" — Tracy Adams

	"Red Dress Baby Doll" — Tracy Adams

	"Ghetto Chronic" — Tracy Adams

	"The Wretched" — Nine Inch Nails[image: External link]


	"I'm Yours[image: External link]" — Jason Mraz[image: External link]
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 Release




The film was released in the United States on August 7, 2009 and grossed $5,948,555 in its opening weekend.[1] The film made £418,703 in its first week in the United Kingdom and reached number 10 at the UK box office.[citation needed[image: External link]] Worldwide, it grossed $22,852,638.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The unrated director's cut DVD and Blu-ray were released on December 29, 2009.[2]
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 Reception




The film received mixed to positive reviews from critics. Based on an average of 22 reviews, Metacritic[image: External link] gave the film 63 out of 100.[3] A Perfect Getaway averaged 61% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 133 reviews.[4]

The New York Times[image: External link] referred to the film as a "genuinely satisfying cheap thrill".[5] More mixed reviews include the Times Online[image: External link], which gave the film 3 out of 5 stars, adding that it is a "smart" thriller but is a "little too tricky for its own good".[6] Additionally, The Guardian[image: External link] rated the film 60% and said that the film is a "flawed but entertaining thriller".[7] Michael Phillips[image: External link] gave the film 2 1/2 stars (out of four) and stated that A Perfect Getaway "has the fortitude to venture off the beaten path of formula."[8]

Timothy Olyphant was the first runner-up for Toronto Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].
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