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Disclaimer

	 

	Every effort has been made to be accurate in this publication. The publisher does not assume any responsibility for errors, omissions or contrary interpretation. We do our best to provide the best information on the subject, but just reading it does not guarantee success. You will need to apply every step of the process in order to get the results you are looking for.

	 

	This publication is not intended for use as a source of any legal, medical or accounting advice. The information contained in this guide may be subject to laws in the United States and other jurisdictions. We suggest carefully reading the necessary terms of the services/products used before applying it to any activity which is, or may be, regulated. We do not assume any responsibility for what you choose to do with this information. Use your own judgment.

	 

	Any perceived slight of specific people or organizations, and any resemblance to characters living, dead or otherwise, real or fictitious, is purely unintentional.

	 

	Some examples of past results are used in this publication; they are intended to be for example purposes only and do not guarantee you will get the same results. Your results may differ from ours. Your results from the use of this information will depend on you, your skills and effort, and other different unpredictable factors.

	 

	It is important for you to clearly understand that all marketing activities carry the possibility of loss of investment for testing purposes. Use this information wisely and at your own risk.
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	YOUR RIGHTS: This ebook is restricted to your personal use only. It does not come with any other rights.

	 

	LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This ebook is protected by international copyright law and may not be copied, reproduced, given away, or used to create derivative works without   the   publisher’s   expressed   permission.   The   publisher   retains   full copyrights to this ebook.

	 

	The author has made every reasonable effort to be as accurate and complete as possible  in  the  creation  of  this  ebook  and  to  ensure  that  the  information provided is free from errors; however, the author/publisher/reseller assumes no responsibility  for  errors,  omissions  or  contrary  interpretation  of  the  subject matter herein and does not warrant or represent at any time that the contents within are accurate due to the rapidly changing nature of the Internet. Any perceived slights of specific persons, peoples, or organizations are unintentional.

	 

	The purpose of this ebook is to educate and there are no guarantees of income, sales or results implied. The publisher/author/reseller can therefore not be held accountable for any poor results you may attain when implementing the techniques or when following any guidelines set out for you in this ebook.

	 

	Any product, website, and company names mentioned in this report are the trademarks or copyright properties of their respective owners. The author/publisher/reseller are not associated or affiliated with them in any way. Nor does the referred product, website and company names sponsor, endorse or approve this product.

	 

	COMPENSATION DISCLOSURE: Unless otherwise expressly stated, you should assume that the links contained in this ebook may be affiliate links and either the author/publisher/reseller will earn commission if you click on them and buy the product/service mentioned in this ebook. However the author/publisher/reseller disclaims any liability that may result from your involvement with any such websites/products. You should perform due diligence before buying mentioned products or services.

	 

	This  constitutes  the  entire  license  agreement.  Any  disputes  or  terms  not discussed in this agreement are at the sole discretion of the publisher.
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	Introduction

	 

	 

	Hi there! I am glad you decided to pick up this book and invest in your future as a freelancing force. In my experience, there are two types of freelancers that exist in the online marketplace:

	 

	 

	“Those who are looking to make an extra buck to supplement their income”

	 

	OR

	 

	“Those who want to create a primary source of income through freelancing”

	 

	This book is primarily targeted at the latter, but anyone moonlighting as a freelancer can get just as much out of this book to make the most out of the time they devote to their freelancing career. For the serious freelancer, this book will be a complete guide map from “how to get started” to “how to finish as a winner”.  We’ll help you build your freelancing plan from A to Z using practical steps for setting actionable business goals that will help you beat the competition. The targets I want you to achieve by the end of this book are:

	 

	 

	1. Structuring your personal and lifestyle goals to complement your freelancing career.

	 

	 

	2. A concise and clear branding identity that not only helps you stand above the competition, but also has clients coming directly to you.

	 

	 

	3. A complete business setup that will be your professional calling card – your studio on the web.
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	4. Marketing plans that will cut through the noise and repeatedly

	land you the ideal clients.

	 

	 

	5. Pricing configurations that will add value to your skills’ set and be acceptable to your clients.

	 

	 

	6. You’ll develop an instinct about what opportunities are well worth your efforts and what will ultimately turn out to be scams.

	 

	 

	7. Structure a loyalty program that will help you retain your clients and even give you referrals.

	 

	 

	Basically, no matter what level of freelancing you are at right now, you can find something expedient for your business acumen. Whether it

	be updating, course correction or building your freelancing empire from scratch, you’ll come out a better freelancer. Let’s just get one thing clear that without a business mindset, you will always be going after jobs and bidding on projects that aren’t worth your while.

	 

	 

	This book will help you realize that you are not just a freelancer, but that you are a small business owner that provides a service. You should not wait for jobs to be offered on job sites, but should create a niche in the market that will come directly to your shop. Without a business plan, you will end up in shallow stagnant waters, hardly ever seeing the big fish let alone catching them.

	 

	 

	Before I get cracking with the business plan, I’ll discuss briefly what it takes to be the next level freelancer and what you’ll have assess personally to become part of the club.
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Is Freelancing  Right For Me?


	 

	In this section, I will thin out the herd and clear away any misconceptions you might have about freelancing. You might be thinking, but what about all those books and articles that say that almost anyone can become a freelancer? Yes, it is true that if you have a marketable skill you can work as a freelancer, but here we’ll just go over what will make you a successful freelancer.

	 

	
Composure Under Pressure


	As a freelancer, you will be required to meet the deadlines and expectations of clients you are working with remotely. You will need to develop skills that will help you cope with tight deadlines and difficult situations. Whether it is difficult clients or unexpected issues that arise, you need to be able to absorb the pressure as a freelancer and not pass on the panic to your client.

	 

	 

	Working as a professional in any field will require that you deal with some pressure that comes with the responsibility that you are handed. As a freelancer, you have to not only be the worker, but also the manager.  You’ll have to do the actual work, manage time and the quality of that work and provide service with a smile to all your clients no matter how difficult they are. That’s pressure! You think you can handle that? If so, you are on the right track.

	 

	
Consistency  Amidst Constant Change


	As a freelancer, you will jump from job to job (ideally), and each new job and client will present their own unique challenges. You will have

	 

	
 

	to be quick on your feet and adapt to any situation you sign up for.

	You also will have to maintain a consistent quality of work and service no matter what the circumstances.

	 

	 

	To top that, you’ll have to stay ahead of the technological curve and constantly update and evolve your business goals to align your services to the latest trends.

	 

	
Individual and Team Player


	Working on your own requires a lot of self‐discipline that you will have to master. Making a time commitment and working during that period instead of playing a game or taking your dog for walk will be crucial in managing your time and skills as a freelancer.

	 

	 

	Having said that, you will need to be a team player as well because, as a freelancer, your skills will be part of a larger whole. The sooner you realize that, the better you’ll be able to complement your client’s needs and offer them the best possible solutions. You’ll be thrown

	into a number of different and often unique working situations and

	sometimes you’ll work completely autonomously, but at others you will have to work within a team and meet milestones and goals under supervision. You have to be ready and willing to adapt to both styles.

	 

	
Get Comfortable Hawking Yourself


	Tooting your own horn does not come naturally to most freelancers, but if you want to be successful, you will have to get comfortable with your achievements and how good you are. In the online freelancing marketplace, the only way a potential client will know if you are a good fit or not is if “you tell them”. You are not marketing a product.
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	You, as a business owner, will be marketing your skills and ethics as a

	worker in the best possible way.

	 

	 

	Bottom line, you’ll have to believe in yourself that you are a talented professional before you can convince someone else of that fact.

	 

	 

	Are you ready to take your freelancing career to the next level? Do you think you have what it takes?

	 

	 

	If you do, dive right in.
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Getting the Basics


	
Out of the Way


	 

	 

	Like I mentioned earlier, I want you to use this book to merge your business, professional and lifestyle goals in a way that will be most productive for you. In this section I would like you to take time and really think about what you really want and represent as a person and a professional. In the end, no matter what your goals, you need to be working towards them and not putting them on the back burner to make a quick buck.

	 

	 

	Before I start on what your goals are and how they can be achieved, you need to go through a self‐assessing list of pro and cons.

	 

	 

	 

	
Weigh the Pros and Cons


	 

	That’s what everyone needs to do before they seriously start considering working as a freelancer. Weigh it out. Ask yourself questions like:

	 

	 

	•  Does it suit your lifestyle or schedule?

	•  What sort of time commitment you can assign to the venture?

	•  Are you willing to commit a part of your weekends?

	•  What sort of money are you looking to make?

	•  Is this really the best avenue for your skill‐set?
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	Here, we’ll list some of the advantages of freelancing. Why? Because

	for the ones who are committed to making a supplement income, who can think long‐term and want to decide their own schedule, this could be a very lucrative venture.

	 

	 

	Advantage # 1: You are free to decide when you work, none of the boring nine‐to‐five for you.

	 

	 

	Advantage # 2: You can set benchmarks and decide how much you make in a month or a year. Need a cash influx just before the

	holidays? Guess what! You can take on a larger workload and make as

	much as you want. No need to look, wait or ask for Christmas bonuses.

	 

	 

	Advantage # 3: Location doesn’t matter either. All you need is a working Internet connection, although I highly recommend creating a “workspace” in your home or wherever you plan to work. It builds an atmosphere that demands dedication. If you ever want to take your work somewhere else, you can.

	 

	 

	“You can do your job wherever and whenever you want… you can even sit in a beach chair with a cocktail in hand for all I care… as long as you get our desired results.”
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