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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Chloë Grace Moretz ( born February 10, 1997) is an American actress and model. She began her acting career in 2004 at the age of seven, and received her first award nomination the following year for The Amityville Horror. Her other film credits include (500) Days of Summer, The Poker House, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Kick-Ass and Kick-Ass 2, Let Me In, Hugo, Dark Shadows, Carrie, If I Stay, The Equalizer, and The 5th Wave. Moretz provided the voice of Hit-Girl for Kick-Ass: The Game and Emily Kaldwin in Dishonored. Her stage work includes her performance in the off-Broadway production of The Library at The Public Theater in 2014. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 268 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Blake Lively (born Blake Ellender Brown; August 25, 1987) is an American actress. She is best known for her role as Serena van der Woodsen in the CW drama series Gossip Girl (2007–12). Lively has also starred in such films as The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (2005), Accepted (2006), The Private Lives of Pippa Lee (2009), The Town (2010), Green Lantern (2011), Savages (2012), The Age of Adaline (2015), and The Shallows (2016). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 140 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Amber Laura Heard (born April 22, 1986) is an American actress. She made her film debut in 2004 in the sports drama Friday Night Lights. After small roles in North Country and Alpha Dog, Heard played her first leading role in All the Boys Love Mandy Lane (2006) and appeared in The CW television show Hidden Palms (2007). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 156 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Marilyn Monroe (born Norma Jeane Mortenson; June 1, 1926 – August 5, 1962) was an American actress and model. Famous for playing comic "dumb blonde" characters, she became one of the most popular sex symbols of the 1950s and was emblematic of the era's attitudes towards sexuality. Although she was a top-billed actress for only a decade, her films grossed $200 million by the time of her unexpected death in 1962. She continues to be considered a major popular culture icon. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 475 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Mila Kunis



Wikipedia contributors

9788026862789

6001

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Milena Markovna "Mila" Kunis () (born August 14, 1983) is an American actress. In 1991, at the age of seven, she moved from Ukraine to Los Angeles with her family. After being enrolled in acting classes as an after-school activity, she was soon discovered by an agent. She appeared in several television series and commercials, before acquiring her first significant role prior to her 15th birthday, playing Jackie Burkhart on the television series That '70s Show. Since 1999, she has voiced Meg Griffin on the animated series Family Guy. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 324 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Olivia Munn






Lisa Olivia Munn (born July 3, 1980)[1][2] is an American actress and model. She was credited as Lisa Munn in her early career, but since 2006, she has used the name Olivia Munn.[3]

Munn began her professional career in television journalism before becoming an actress. In 2006, Munn starred as Mily Acuna on the series Beyond the Break. She co-hosted Attack of the Show! from 2006 to 2010 and was a correspondent on The Daily Show from 2010 to 2011. Munn has also had supporting roles in various films and television series since 2004. She played the character Sloan Sabbith on the television series The Newsroom from 2012 to 2014 and appeared in the film X-Men: Apocalypse (2016) as Psylocke.
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 Early life




Lisa Olivia Munn was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Her father, Winston Barrett Munn, is an American of English, Irish and German descent.[4] Her mother, Kimberly Schmid, was born and raised in Vietnam, and is of Chinese descent.[5][6]Her mother was a Vietnamese refugee who fled to Oklahoma in 1975 after the Vietnam War.[7] After college, her mother married Winston.[8][9][10] When Munn was two years old, her mother remarried to a member of the United States Air Force. Although the family relocated many times, Munn was predominantly raised on Yokota Air Base near Tachikawa in Tokyo, Japan[image: External link],[3][11] where her stepfather was stationed. During this time, she appeared in a number of local theater productions and later became a model in the Japanese fashion industry.[12]

Her mother and stepfather divorced, and Munn moved back to Oklahoma, where she attended Putnam City North High School for her junior and senior years.[13][14]

Munn attended the University of Oklahoma, majoring in journalism and minoring in Japanese and dramatic arts.[3]
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 Career
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 2004–2009: beginnings




After graduating, she became an intern at the NBC affiliate in Tulsa,[15] and later moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career. In 2004, Munn interned at Fox Sports Networks and worked as a sideline reporter for college football and women's basketball. She has gone on to say that she disliked the experience, explaining, "I was trying to be something I wasn't, and that made me really uncomfortable on live TV."[11] Soon after she moved to Los Angeles, Munn was cast in a small role in the direct-to-video horror film Scarecrow Gone Wild. She appeared in rock band Zebrahead's music video for their song "Hello Tomorrow" as the love interest of the lead singer Justin Mauriello.[16] Munn also appeared in National Lampoon's Strip Poker, which was filmed at Hedonism II, a naturist resort in Negril, Jamaica, with Kato Kaelin. The films aired on DirecTV[image: External link] and In Demand pay-per-view.

In late 2005, Munn began her role as teen surfer Mily Acuna over two seasons of the television drama Beyond the Break on The N network.[17] She enjoys surfing and continues to practice the sport.[18] She originally auditioned for the role of Kai Kealoha, but the producers wanted a "local girl".[19] She also appeared in the film The Road to Canyon Lake.[20]

In 2006, Munn moved on to the G4 network, where she began co-hosting Attack of the Show! with Kevin Pereira on April 10. She replaced departing host Sarah Lane. The network, devoted to the world of video games and the video game lifestyle, was at first hesitant to hire Munn. Although she admits video games were her "weak point," she was confident in her technical knowledge.[21] On the show, Munn was featured with journalist Anna David in a segment called "In Your Pants," which deals with sex and relationship questions from viewers. While working on Attack of the Show!, Munn hosted Formula D, a now defunct program about American drift racing, and an online podcast called Around the Net, formerly known as The Daily Nut, for G4. Munn left Attack of the Show! in December 2010 and was replaced by Candace Bailey.[22] Munn appeared in the Rob Schneider[image: External link] film Big Stan (2007). She played Schneider's character's receptionist Maria.[11] Munn had a significant role in the horror film Insanitarium in which she played a nurse at an insane asylum.
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 2010–present: breakthrough




She had roles in the films Date Night (2010) and Iron Man 2 (2010). Robert Downey, Jr. praised Munn for her improvisation skills and led the crew in a round of applause.[23] Munn hosted Microsoft's Bing-a-thon, an advertisement on Hulu for the Microsoft search-engine Bing, on June 8, 2009, alongside Jason Sudeikis.[24] Munn appeared in ABC Family's Greek, portraying Cappie's love interest, Lana. In May 2010, NBC announced that Munn would star on the television series Perfect Couples. The half-hour romantic comedy premiered on January 20, 2011.[25] The series was cancelled before it completed its first season run.[26]

On June 3, 2010, Munn debuted in her new role as a correspondent on Comedy Central's The Daily Show.[27] Her hiring prompted criticism from Irin Carmon of Jezebel, who questioned Munn's credentials and accused the show's production of sexism in hiring Munn, whom Carmon characterized as a sex symbol.[28] Carmon saw Munn's hiring as a perpetuation of the show production office's history as a male-dominated atmosphere marginalizing and alienating to women.[29] A group of thirty-two female Daily Show production staff members condemned Carmon's piece as inaccurate and misinformed, as did Munn herself in an interview, in which she stated that Carmon's assertion was an insult both to her and to the rest of the Daily Show staff.[30][31] She went on to appear in 16 more episodes as a correspondent, with TV Guide naming her signature segment "Tiger Mothering," in which she mocked the high expectations of Chinese mothers, in part by interviewing her own mother.[32] Her last episode as a correspondent aired September 2, 2011. She returned for a brief segment in host Jon Stewart's final show on August 6, 2015.

In 2010, Munn guest-starred on NBC's comedy-drama Chuck as a CIA agent.[33] In 2011, Munn appeared in the comedy film I Don't Know How She Does It (2011) as Momo. In 2012, Munn had a leading role in The Babymakers, a minor role in Freeloaders, and appeared in Magic Mike, directed by Steven Soderbergh. She played Sloan Sabbith on HBO[image: External link]'s drama series The Newsroom. She also appeared as Angie, Nick's stripper girlfriend, in three episodes in Season Two of FOX's sitcom New Girl.[34]

Munn served as a correspondent in "True Colors," the May 12, 2014 episode of the Showtime documentary series Years of Living Dangerously, in which she interviewed Washington State Governor Jay Inslee about his efforts to reduce CO2 emissions in his home state. As of June 2014, Munn has been hired as the main promoter of Proactiv acne cleanser products starring in several commercials and one informercial for the product. The commercials show Munn experiencing acne herself. Since January 2015, she has been the voice of the character Phoebe Callisto on the Disney Junior animated series Miles from Tomorrowland.
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 In print




Munn has booked modeling campaigns for Nike, Pepsi and Neutrogena. She appeared on the Fall 2006 cover of Foam magazine in September, in Men's Edge magazine in August, and was featured in a pictorial in Complex in November 2006, where she later became a columnist.[35] In February 2007, she appeared as "Babe of the Month" in a non-nude pictorial in Playboy magazine.[36] She discusses this shoot in her book Suck it, Wonder Woman.[37]

Munn also appeared in the July/August 2007 issue of Men's Health. In September 2007, she was featured in the Italian Vanity Fair for their "Hot Young Hollywood" Issue. Munn appeared in the Winter/Spring 2009 issue of Men's Health Living.[38] She was featured as the cover girl for the July/August 2009 issue of Playboy, and later on the cover of the January 2010 and February 2011 issues of Maxim. Munn appears on the cover of the January 2012 issue of FHM magazine.[39] She was voted #2 by readers on Maxim's list of their Hot 100 Women of 2012.[40][41]

Munn's book Suck It, Wonder Woman: The Misadventures of a Hollywood Geek (ISBN 0-312-59105-5[image: External link]) was released on July 6, 2010. In a review for Time Out New York, Olivia Giovetti said that the book offers glimpses into Munn's life, but does not go into depth.[42]
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 Charity work




In 2011, Munn teamed up with Dosomething.org's Green Your School Challenge. She was a spokesperson for the campaign by filming a PSA regarding the challenge, and sat on the panel of judges that evaluated the entries.[43]

Munn helped PETA with a campaign that ultimately freed a sick elephant from a touring circus. Her blog for The Huffington Post[44] was credited with encouraging fans to contact the USDA on the elephant's behalf.[45] Munn posed for PETA's "I'd Rather Go Naked Than Wear Fur" campaign in April 2010,[46][47] and again in January 2012.[48] In February 2013, Munn fronted a PETA release of new footage showing cruelty to animals in Chinese fur farms.[49]
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 Personal life




Munn was in a relationship with NFL quarterback Aaron Rodgers[image: External link] from 2014 to 2017.[50]

In regard to her faith and work in Deliver Us from Evil, Munn has stated that "I didn't believe in the supernatural before this movie." However, the viewing of footage from the New York Police Department[image: External link] of real-life exorcisms changed her mind, and she has stated that "I'm a full believer [now]."[51][52]
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	Film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Scarecrow Gone Wild
	Girl #1
	



	2004
	National Lampoon's Strip Poker
	Herself
	



	2005
	The Road to Canyon Lake
	Asian mob girl
	



	2007
	Big Stan
	Maria
	



	2008
	Insanitarium
	Nancy
	



	2009
	The Slammin' Salmon
	Samara Dubois
	



	2010
	Date Night
	Claw Hostess
	



	2010
	Iron Man 2
	Chess Roberts[53]
	



	2010
	Jedi Junkies
	Herself
	



	2011
	I Don't Know How She Does It[54]
	Momo Hahn
	



	2012
	Magic Mike
	Joanna
	



	2012
	The Babymakers
	Audrey Macklin
	



	2012
	Freeloaders
	Madeline
	



	2014
	Unity
	Narrator
	Documentary



	2014
	Deliver Us from Evil
	Jen Sarchie
	



	2015
	Mortdecai
	Georgina Krampf
	



	2016
	Ride Along 2
	Maya Cruz
	



	2016
	Zoolander 2
	Herself
	



	2016
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Elizabeth Braddock / Psylocke
	



	2016
	Office Christmas Party
	Tracey Hughes
	



	2017
	The LEGO Ninjago Movie
	Koko
	Post-production



	2018
	The Predator
	
	Filming



	2018
	Ocean's Eight
	
	Post-production






	Television roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006–10
	Attack of the Show!
	Herself
	Co-host



	2006–07
	Beyond the Break
	Mily Acuna
	Recurring role; 9 episodes



	2008–09
	Sasuke[image: External link]
	Herself
	Competitor; 2 episodes



	2009
	Greek
	Lana
	4 episodes



	2009
	Dave Knoll Finds His Soul
	Girl #1
	Television film



	2010
	Accidentally on Purpose
	Nicole
	Episode: "Face Off"



	2010–11
	The Daily Show
	Herself
	Correspondent



	2010
	Chuck
	Greta[image: External link]
	Episode: "Chuck Versus the Anniversary"



	2010–11
	Perfect Couples
	Leigh
	Main role; 13 episodes



	2011
	Robot Chicken
	Dr. Liz Wilson
	Voice role; episode: "Kramer vs. Showgirls"



	2012–14
	The Newsroom
	Sloan Sabbith
	Main role; 25 episodes



	2012
	Paulilu Mixtape
	Katie
	Episode: "Ghost Tits"



	2012–13
	New Girl
	Angie
	3 episodes



	2013
	The High Fructose Adventures of the Annoying Orange
	Fudgie
	Voice role; episode: "Orange Say Knock You Out"



	2013
	David Blaine: Real or Magic
	Herself
	TV special



	2015
	Miles from Tomorrowland
	Captain Phoebe Liang Callisto
	Voice role; main role



	2015
	Repeat After Me
	Herself
	Episode 1.04



	2016
	Lip Sync Battle[image: External link]
	Herself
	Episode: "Olivia Munn vs. Kevin Hart"
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	Year
	Countdown Name
	Rank



	2008
	
FHM's 100 Sexiest Women of 2008
	#85



	2009
	
FHM's 100 Sexiest Women of 2009
	#85



	2010
	
FHM's 100 Sexiest Women of 2010
	#52



	2008
	
Maxim's Hot 100 Women, 2008
	#99



	2009
	
Maxim's Hot 100 Women, 2009
	#96



	2010
	
Maxim's Hot 100 Women, 2010
	#8



	2011
	
Maxim's Hot 100 Women, 2011
	#2



	2012
	
Maxim's Hot 100 Women, 2012
	#2



	2013
	
Maxim's Hot 100 Women, 2013
	#28
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Oklahoma City






For other uses, see Oklahoma City (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Oklahoma City is the capital and largest city of the U.S. state of Oklahoma. The county seat[image: External link] of Oklahoma County[image: External link],[9] the city ranks 27th[image: External link] among United States cities in population. The population grew following the 2010 Census, with the population estimated to have increased to 631,346 as of July 2015.[6] As of 2015, the Oklahoma City metropolitan area[image: External link] had a population of 1,358,452,[10] and the Oklahoma City- Shawnee[image: External link] Combined Statistical Area[image: External link] had a population of 1,459,758 (Chamber of Commerce) residents,[10] making it Oklahoma's largest metropolitan area.

Oklahoma City's city limits extend into Canadian[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], and Pottawatomie[image: External link] counties, though much of those areas outside of the core Oklahoma County area are suburban or rural ( watershed[image: External link]). The city ranks as the eighth-largest city in the United States by land area[image: External link] (including consolidated city-counties[image: External link]; it is the largest city in the United States by land area after Houston whose government is not consolidated with that of a county or borough).

Oklahoma City has the largest municipal population of any city in the Great Plains[image: External link] region of the central United States as well as all neighboring states to Oklahoma, excluding Texas and Colorado.

Lying in the Great Plains[image: External link] region, Oklahoma City has one of the world's largest livestock markets.[11] Oil, natural gas, petroleum products[image: External link] and related industries are the largest sector of the local economy. The city is in the middle of an active oil field and oil derricks[image: External link] dot the capitol grounds. The federal government[image: External link] employs large numbers of workers at Tinker Air Force Base[image: External link] and the United States Department of Transportation[image: External link]'s Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center[image: External link] (these two sites house several offices of the Federal Aviation Administration[image: External link] and the Transportation Department's Enterprise Service Center, respectively).

Oklahoma City is on the I-35 Corridor[image: External link], which is one of the primary travel corridors south into neighboring Texas[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link] and north towards Wichita[image: External link] and Kansas City[image: External link]. Located in the state's Frontier Country[image: External link] region, the city's northeast section lies in an ecological region known as the Cross Timbers[image: External link]. The city was founded during the Land Run of 1889[image: External link], and grew to a population of over 10,000 within hours of its founding. The city was the scene of the April 19, 1995 bombing[image: External link] of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building[image: External link], in which 168 people died. It was the deadliest terror attack in the history of the United States until the attacks of September 11, 2001[image: External link], and remains the deadliest act of domestic terrorism[image: External link] in U.S. history.

Since the time weather records[image: External link] have been kept, Oklahoma City has been struck by thirteen strong tornadoes[image: External link]; eleven of these tornadoes were rated F4 or EF4 on the Fujita[image: External link] and Enhanced Fujita scales[image: External link], and two were rated F5 or EF5.[12]
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 History




Main articles: History of Oklahoma City[image: External link] and Timeline of Oklahoma City[image: External link]


Oklahoma City was settled on April 22,[13] 1889, when the area known as the "Unassigned Lands[image: External link]" was opened for settlement in an event known as "The Land Run[image: External link]".[14] Some 10,000 homesteaders[image: External link] settled the area that would become the capital of Oklahoma. The town grew quickly; the population doubled between 1890 and 1900.[15] Early leaders of the development of the city included Anton Classen, John Shartel, Henry Overholser[image: External link] and James W. Maney[image: External link].

By the time Oklahoma was admitted to the Union in 1907, Oklahoma City had surpassed Guthrie[image: External link], the territorial capital, as the new state's population center and commercial hub. Soon after, the capital was moved from Guthrie to Oklahoma City.[16] Oklahoma City was a major stop on Route 66[image: External link] during the early part of the 20th century; it was prominently mentioned in Bobby Troup[image: External link]'s 1946 jazz classic, "(Get Your Kicks on) Route 66[image: External link]" made famous by artist Nat King Cole[image: External link].

Before World War II, Oklahoma City developed major stockyards[image: External link], attracting jobs and revenue formerly in Chicago and Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link]. With the 1928 discovery of oil within the city limits (including under the State Capitol), Oklahoma City became a major center of oil production.[17] Post-war growth accompanied the construction of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link], which made Oklahoma City a major interchange as the convergence of I-35, I-40 and I-44. It was also aided by federal development of Tinker Air Force Base[image: External link].

In 1950, the Census Bureau reported city's population as 8.6% black and 90.7% white.[18]

Patience Latting[image: External link] was elected Mayor of Oklahoma City[image: External link] in 1971, becoming the city's first female mayor.[19] Latting was also the first woman to serve as mayor of a U.S. city with over 350,000 residents.[19]

Like many other American cities, center city population declined in the 1970s and 1980s as families followed newly constructed highways to move to newer housing in nearby suburbs. Urban renewal[image: External link] projects in the 1970s, including the Pei Plan[image: External link], removed older structures but failed to spark much new development, leaving the city dotted with vacant lots used for parking. A notable exception was the city's construction of the Myriad Gardens and Crystal Bridge[image: External link], a botanical garden and modernistic conservatory[image: External link] in the heart of downtown. Architecturally significant historic buildings lost to clearances were the Criterion Theater,[20][21] the Baum Building,[22] the Hales Building,[23][24] and the Biltmore Hotel.[25]

In 1993, the city passed a massive redevelopment package known as the Metropolitan Area Projects[image: External link] (MAPS), intended to rebuild the city's core with civic projects to establish more activities and life to downtown. The city added a new baseball park[image: External link]; central library; renovations to the civic center[image: External link], convention center[image: External link] and fairgrounds; and a water canal in the Bricktown[image: External link] entertainment district. Water taxis transport passengers within the district, adding color and activity along the canal. MAPS has become one of the most successful public-private partnerships undertaken in the U.S., exceeding $3 billion in private investment as of 2010.[26] As a result of MAPS, the population living in downtown housing has exponentially increased, together with demand for additional residential and retail amenities, such as grocery, services, and shops.

Since the MAPS projects' completion, the downtown area has seen continued development. Several downtown buildings are undergoing renovation/restoration. Notable among these was the restoration of the Skirvin Hotel[image: External link] in 2007. The famed First National Center[image: External link] is being renovated.

Residents of Oklahoma City suffered substantial losses on April 19, 1995 when Timothy McVeigh[image: External link] detonated a bomb[image: External link] in front of the Murrah building[image: External link]. The building was destroyed (the remnants of which had to be imploded in a controlled demolition later that year), more than 100 nearby buildings suffered severe damage, and 168 people were killed.[27] The site has been commemorated as the Oklahoma City National Memorial[image: External link] and Museum.[28] Since its opening in 2000, over three million people have visited. Every year on April 19, survivors, families and friends return to the memorial to read the names of each person lost. On June 11, 2001, McVeigh was executed by lethal injection[image: External link].

The "Core-to-Shore" project was created to relocate I-40 one mile (1.6 km) south and replace it with a boulevard[image: External link] to create a landscaped entrance to the city.[29] This also allows the central portion of the city to expand south and connect with the shore of the Oklahoma River. Several elements of "Core to Shore" were included in the MAPS 3[image: External link] proposal approved by voters in late 2009.
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 Geography




Oklahoma City lies along one of the primary corridors into Texas[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link], and is a three-hour drive from the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex[image: External link]. The city is in the Frontier Country[image: External link] region in the center of the state, making it an ideal location for state government.

According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 620.34 square miles (1,606.7 km2),[30] of which 601.11 square miles (1,556.9 km2) is land and 19.23 square miles (49.8 km2) is water.

Oklahoma City lies in the Sandstone Hills region of Oklahoma, known for hills of 250 to 400 feet (120 m) and two species of oak: blackjack oak[image: External link] (Quercus marilandica) and post oak[image: External link] (Q. stellata).[31] The northeastern part of the city and its eastern suburbs fall into an ecological region known as the Cross Timbers[image: External link].[32]

The city is roughly bisected by the North Canadian River[image: External link] (recently renamed the Oklahoma River inside city limits). The North Canadian once had sufficient flow to flood every year, wreaking destruction on surrounding areas, including the central business district and the original Oklahoma City Zoo.[33] In the 1940s, a dam was built on the river to manage the flood control and reduced its level.[34] In the 1990s, as part of the citywide revitalization project known as MAPS, the city built a series of low-water dams, returning water to the portion of the river flowing near downtown.[35] The city has three large lakes: Lake Hefner[image: External link] and Lake Overholser[image: External link], in the northwestern quarter of the city; and the largest, Lake Stanley Draper[image: External link], in the city's sparsely populated far southeast portion.

The population density normally reported for Oklahoma City using the area of its city limits can be misleading. Its urbanized zone covers roughly 244 sq mi (630 km2) resulting in a density of 2,500 per square mile (2013 est), compared with larger rural watershed areas incorporated by the city, which cover the remaining 377 sq mi (980 km2) of the city limits.[36]

Oklahoma City is one of the largest cities in the nation in compliance with the Clean Air Act[image: External link].[37]
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 Tallest buildings




Main article: List of tallest buildings in Oklahoma City[image: External link]




	Rank
	Building
	Height
	Floors
	Built
	Ref.



	1
	Devon Energy Center[image: External link]
	844 feet (257 m)
	50
	2012
	[38]



	2
	Chase Tower[image: External link]
	500 feet (152 m)
	36
	1971
	[39]



	3
	First National Center[image: External link]
	446 feet (136 m)
	33
	1931
	[40]



	4
	City Place Tower[image: External link]
	440 feet (134 m)
	33
	1931
	[41]



	5
	Oklahoma Tower[image: External link]
	434 feet (132 m)
	31
	1982
	[42]



	6
	SandRidge Center[image: External link]
	393 feet (120 m)
	30
	1973
	[43]



	7
	Valliance Bank Tower[image: External link]
	321 feet (98 m)
	22
	1984
	[44]



	8
	Bank of Oklahoma Plaza[image: External link]
	310 feet (94 m)
	16
	1972
	[45]



	9
	AT&T Building
	310 feet (94 m)
	16
	1928
	[46]



	10
	Leadership Square North[image: External link]
	308 feet (94 m)
	22
	1984
	[47]
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 Neighborhoods




Main article: Neighborhoods of Oklahoma City[image: External link]


Oklahoma City neighborhoods are extremely varied; pin-neat affluent historic neighborhoods sit next to districts that have not wholly recovered from economic and social decline of the 1970s and 1980s.

The city is bisected geographically and culturally by the North Canadian River, which basically divides North Oklahoma City and South Oklahoma City. The two-halves of the city were actually founded and plotted as separate cities, but soon grew together. The north side is characterized by very diverse and fashionable urban neighborhoods near the city center and sprawling suburbs further north. South Oklahoma City is generally more blue collar working class and significantly more industrial, having grown up around the Stockyards and meat packing plants at the turn of the century, and is the center of the city's rapidly growing Latino community.

Downtown Oklahoma City[image: External link], which has 7,600 residents, is seeing an influx of new private investment and large scale public works projects, which have helped to resuscitate a central business district left almost deserted by the Oil Bust of the early 1980s. The centerpiece of downtown is the newly renovated Crystal Bridge and Myriad Botanical Gardens, one of the few elements of the Pei Plan[image: External link] to be completed. In the next few years a massive new central park will link the gardens near the CBD and the new convention center to be built just south of it to the North Canadian River, as part of a massive works project known as "Core to Shore"; the new park is part of MAPS3, a collection of civic projects funded by a one-cent temporary (seven-year) sales tax increase.
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Oklahoma City[image: External link]


Oklahoma City has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link]: Cfa), with frequent variations in weather daily and seasonally, except during the consistently hot and humid summer months. Prolonged and severe droughts (sometimes leading to wildfires in the vicinity) as well as very heavy rainfall leading to flash flooding and flooding occur with some regularity. Consistent winds, usually from the south or south-southeast during the summer, help temper the hotter weather. Consistent northerly winds during the winter can intensify cold periods. Severe ice storms[image: External link] and snowstorms[image: External link] happen sporadically during the winter.

The average temperature is 61.4 °F (16.3 °C), with the monthly daily average ranging from 39.2 °F (4.0 °C) in January to 83.0 °F (28.3 °C) in July. Extremes range from −17 °F (−27 °C) on February 12, 1899[image: External link] to 113 °F (45 °C) on August 11, 1936 and August 3, 2012[image: External link];[48] the last sub-zero (°F) reading was −3 °F (−19 °C) on January 7, 2017.[49] Temperatures reach 100 °F (38 °C) on 10.4 days of the year, 90 °F (32 °C) on nearly 70 days, and fail to rise above freezing on 8.3 days.[49] The city receives about 35.9 inches (91.2 cm) of precipitation annually, of which 8.6 inches (21.8 cm) is snow.

The report "Regional Climate Trends and Scenarios for the U.S. National Climate Assessment" ( NCA[image: External link]) from 2013 by NOAA, projects that parts of the Great Plains region can expect up to 30% (high emissions scenario based on CMIP3 and NARCCAP models) increase in extreme precipitation days by mid-century. This definition is based on days receiving more than one inch of rainfall.[50]
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 Extreme weather




Oklahoma City has a very active severe weather season from March through June, especially during April and May. Being in the center of what is colloquially referred to as Tornado Alley[image: External link], it is prone to especially frequent and severe tornadoes, as well as very severe hailstorms[image: External link] and occasional derechoes[image: External link]. Tornadoes have occurred in every month of the year and a secondary smaller peak also occurs during autumn, especially October. The Oklahoma City metropolitan area is one of the most tornado-prone major cities in the world, with about 150 tornadoes striking within the city limits since 1890. Since the time weather records have been kept, Oklahoma City has been struck by thirteen violent tornadoes, eleven F/EF4s and two F/EF5s.[51]

On May 3, 1999[image: External link], parts of Oklahoma City and surrounding communities were impacted by a tornado. It was the last U.S. tornado to be given a rating of F5 on the Fujita scale[image: External link] before the Enhanced Fujita scale[image: External link] replaced it in 2007. While the tornado was in the vicinity of Bridge Creek to the southwest, wind speeds of 318 mph (510 km/h) were estimated by a mobile Doppler radar, the highest wind speeds ever recorded on Earth.[52] A second top-of-the-scale tornado occurred on May 20, 2013; South Oklahoma City, along with Newcastle[image: External link] and Moore[image: External link], was hit by an EF5[image: External link] tornado. The tornado was 0.5 to 1.3 miles (0.80 to 2.09 km) wide and killed 23 people.[53] On May 31, less than two weeks after the May 20 event, another outbreak[image: External link] affected the Oklahoma City area. Within Oklahoma City, the system spawned an EF1 and an EF0 tornado, and in El Reno to the west, an EF3 tornado occurred. This lattermost tornado[image: External link], which was heading in the direction of Oklahoma City before it dissipated, had a width of 2.6 miles (4.2 km), making it the widest tornado ever recorded. Additionally, winds of >295 mph (475 km/h) were measured, one of the two highest wind records for a tornado.[54]

With 19.48 inches (495 mm) of rainfall, May 2015 was by far Oklahoma City's record-wettest month since record keeping began in 1890. Across Oklahoma and Texas generally, there was record flooding in the latter part of the month[image: External link].[55]



	Climate data for Oklahoma City (Will Rogers World Airport[image: External link]), 1981−2010 normals, extremes 1890−present[a]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	83

(28)
	92

(33)
	97

(36)
	100

(38)
	104

(40)
	107

(42)
	110

(43)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	97

(36)
	87

(31)
	86

(30)
	113

(45)



	Average high °F (°C)
	49.7

(9.8)
	54.6

(12.6)
	63.4

(17.4)
	72.3

(22.4)
	80.2

(26.8)
	88.1

(31.2)
	93.9

(34.4)
	93.4

(34.1)
	84.7

(29.3)
	73.4

(23)
	61.5

(16.4)
	50.6

(10.3)
	72.2

(22.3)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	39.2

(4)
	43.7

(6.5)
	52.2

(11.2)
	61.0

(16.1)
	69.9

(21.1)
	78.0

(25.6)
	83.0

(28.3)
	82.4

(28)
	73.9

(23.3)
	62.5

(16.9)
	50.7

(10.4)
	40.6

(4.8)
	61.4

(16.3)



	Average low °F (°C)
	28.8

(−1.8)
	32.8

(0.4)
	41.0

(5)
	49.7

(9.8)
	59.6

(15.3)
	67.8

(19.9)
	72.2

(22.3)
	71.3

(21.8)
	63.2

(17.3)
	51.6

(10.9)
	40.0

(4.4)
	30.6

(−0.8)
	50.8

(10.4)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−11

(−24)
	−17

(−27)
	1

(−17)
	20

(−7)
	32

(0)
	46

(8)
	53

(12)
	49

(9)
	35

(2)
	16

(−9)
	9

(−13)
	−8

(−22)
	−17

(−27)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	1.39

(35.3)
	1.58

(40.1)
	3.06

(77.7)
	3.07

(78)
	4.65

(118.1)
	4.93

(125.2)
	2.93

(74.4)
	3.28

(83.3)
	4.06

(103.1)
	3.71

(94.2)
	1.98

(50.3)
	1.88

(47.8)
	36.52

(927.6)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	2.8

(7.1)
	1.4

(3.6)
	0.9

(2.3)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.4

(1)
	2.1

(5.3)
	7.6

(19.3)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	5.1
	5.8
	7.6
	7.7
	9.8
	9.1
	5.7
	6.7
	7.2
	7.9
	6.0
	5.8
	84.4



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	1.6
	1.2
	0.6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.3
	1.7
	5.4



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	66.6
	65.7
	61.3
	61.1
	67.5
	67.2
	60.9
	61.6
	67.1
	64.4
	67.1
	67.8
	64.9



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	200.8
	189.7
	244.2
	271.3
	295.2
	326.1
	356.6
	329.3
	263.7
	245.1
	186.5
	180.9
	3,089.4



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	64
	62
	66
	69
	68
	75
	80
	79
	71
	70
	60
	60
	69



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961−1990)[56][49][57]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1890[image: External link]
	4,151
	
	—



	1900[image: External link]
	10,037
	
	141.8%



	1910[image: External link]
	64,205
	
	539.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	91,295
	
	42.2%



	1930[image: External link]
	185,389
	
	103.1%



	1940[image: External link]
	204,424
	
	10.3%



	1950[image: External link]
	243,504
	
	19.1%



	1960[image: External link]
	324,253
	
	33.2%



	1970[image: External link]
	368,164
	
	13.5%



	1980[image: External link]
	404,014
	
	9.7%



	1990[image: External link]
	444,719
	
	10.1%



	2000[image: External link]
	506,132
	
	13.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	579,999
	
	14.6%



	Est. 2015
	631,346
	[58]
	8.9%



	U.S. Decennial Census[59]




According to the 2015 census[image: External link], the racial composition of Oklahoma City was as follows:[60]


	
White[image: External link]: 53.8% (56.7% Non-Hispanic White[image: External link])

	
Black or African American[image: External link]: 14.4%

	Native American: 2.7%

	
Asian[image: External link]: 4.7% (1.7% Vietnamese[image: External link], 0.7% Indian[image: External link])

	
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]: 0.1%

	Some other race: 9.4%

	
Two or more races[image: External link]: 5.2%

	
Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race): 18.6% (14.2% Mexican[image: External link], 0.7% Guatemalan[image: External link])[61]




As of the 2010 census, there were 579,999 people, 230,233 households, and 144,120 families residing in the city. The population density was 956.4 inhabitants per square mile (321.9/km²). There were 256,930 housing units at an average density of 375.9 per square mile (145.1/km²).

There were 230,233 households, 29.4% of which had children under the age of 18 living with them, 43.4% were married couples living together, 13.9% had a female householder with no husband present, and 37.4% were non-families. One person households account for 30.5% of all households and 8.7% of all households had someone living alone who is 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.47 and the average family size was 3.11.[62]

The median income for a household in the city was $48,557 and the median income for a family was $62,527. The per capita income for the city was $26,208. 17.1% of the population and 12.4% of families were below the poverty line. Out of the total population, 23.0% of those under the age of 18 and 9.2% of those 65 and older were living below the poverty line.[63][64]

In the 2000 Census, Oklahoma City's age composition was 25.5% under the age of 18, 10.7% from 18 to 24, 30.8% from 25 to 44, 21.5% from 45 to 64, and 11.5% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 34 years. For every 100 females there were 95.6 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 92.7 males.

Oklahoma City has experienced significant population increases since the late 1990s. Since the official Census in 2000, Oklahoma City has grown 25 percent (a 125,214 raw increase) according to the Bureau estimates. The 2015 estimate of 631,346 is the largest population Oklahoma City has ever recorded. It is the first city in the state to record a population greater than 600,000 residents and the largest municipal population of the Great Plains[image: External link] region (Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota).



	Racial composition
	2010[65]
	1990[18]
	1970[18]
	1940[18]



	White[image: External link]
	62.7%
	74.8%
	84.0%
	90.4%



	—Non-Hispanic
	56.7%
	72.9%
	82.2%[66]
	n/a



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	15.1%
	16.0%
	13.7%
	9.5%



	Native American
	3.5%
	4.2%
	2.0%
	0.1%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	17.2%
	5.0%
	2.0%[66]
	n/a



	Asian[image: External link]
	4.0%
	2.4%
	0.2%
	–
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 Metropolitan statistical area




Oklahoma City is the principal city of the eight-county Oklahoma City Metropolitan Statistical Area in Central Oklahoma and is the state's largest urbanized area. As of 2015, the metropolitan area was the 41st largest in the nation[image: External link] based on population.[67]
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 Crime




Law enforcement claims Oklahoma City has traditionally been the territory of the notorious Juárez Cartel[image: External link], but the Sinaloa Cartel[image: External link] has been reported as trying to establish a foothold in Oklahoma City. There are many rival gangs in Oklahoma City, one whose headquarters has been established in the city, the Southside Locos, traditionally known as Sureños[image: External link].[68]

Oklahoma City also has its share of very brutal crimes, particularly in the 1970s. The worst of which occurred in 1978, when six employees of a Sirloin Stockade restaurant on the city's south side were murdered execution-style in the restaurant's freezer. An intensive investigation followed, and the three individuals involved, who also killed three others in Purcell, Oklahoma[image: External link], were identified. One, Harold Stafford, died in a motorcycle accident in Tulsa not long after the restaurant murders. Another, Verna Stafford, was sentenced to life without parole after being granted a new trial after she had been sentenced to death. Roger Dale Stafford[image: External link], considered the mastermind of the murder spree, was executed by lethal injection at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary[image: External link] in 1995.[69]

The Oklahoma City Police Department[image: External link] has a uniformed force of 1,169 officers and 300+ civilian employees. The department has a central police station and five substations covering 2,500 police reporting districts that average 1/4 square mile in size.

On April 19, 1995, the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building[image: External link] was destroyed by a fertilizer bomb manufactured and detonated by Timothy McVeigh[image: External link]. The blast and catastrophic collapse killed 168 people and injured over 680. The blast shock-wave destroyed or damaged 324 buildings within a 340-meter radius, destroyed or burned 86 cars, and shattered glass in 258 nearby buildings, causing at least an estimated $652 million worth of damage. McVeigh was convicted and subsequently executed by lethal injection on June 11, 2001.
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 Economy




See also: List of companies based in Oklahoma City[image: External link]


The economy of Oklahoma City, once just a regional power center of government and energy exploration, has since diversified to include the sectors of information technology, services[image: External link], health services[image: External link] and administration. The city is headquarters to two Fortune 500[image: External link] companies, Chesapeake Energy Corporation[image: External link][70] and Devon Energy Corporation[image: External link],[71] as well as being home to Love's Travel Stops & Country Stores[image: External link], which is ranked thirteenth on Forbes' list of private companies.[72]

As of July 2014, the top fifteen employers in the city were:[73]



	#
	Employer
	# of employees



	1
	
State of Oklahoma (SEAT)
	40,000 and over



	2
	United States Federal Aviation Administration[image: External link]
	5,000 and over



	3
	
Integris Health[image: External link] (HQ)
	5,000 and over



	4
	University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center[image: External link]
	5,000 and over



	5
	
Hobby Lobby Stores[image: External link] (HQ)
	5,000 and over



	6
	
City of Oklahoma City (SEAT)
	3,000 and over



	7
	
Mercy Health Center (HQ)
	3,000 and over



	8
	
Chesapeake Energy Corporation[image: External link] (HQ)
	3,000 and over



	9
	
OG+E Energy Corp[image: External link] (HQ)
	3,000 and over



	10
	
Devon Energy Corporation[image: External link] (HQ)
	3,000 and over



	11
	University of Oklahoma Medical Center[image: External link]
	3,000 and over



	12
	
SSM Health Care[image: External link] (HQ)
	3,000 and over



	13
	AT&T[image: External link]
	3,000 and over



	14
	
Sonic Corp.[image: External link] (HQ)
	3,000 and over



	15
	
The Boeing Company[image: External link] (Regional HQ)
	1,000 and over



	16
	
LSB Industries, Inc. (HQ)
	1,000 and over



	17
	The Hertz Corporation[image: External link]
	1,000 and over



	18
	Cox Communications[image: External link]
	1,000 and over



	19
	Dell[image: External link]
	1,000 and over



	20
	
American Fidelity Assurance[image: External link] (HQ)
	1,000 and over




Other major corporations with a large presence (over 1000 employees) in the city of Oklahoma City include Dell[image: External link], The Hertz Corporation[image: External link], United Parcel Service[image: External link], Farmers Insurance Group[image: External link], Great Plains Coca-Cola[image: External link] Bottling Company, Cox Communications[image: External link], The Boeing Company[image: External link], Deaconess Hospital[image: External link], Johnson Controls[image: External link], MidFirst Bank[image: External link], American Fidelity Assurance[image: External link], Rose State College, and Continental Resources.[73][74]

While not in the city limits, other large employers within the Oklahoma City MSA include United States Air Force – Tinker AFB[image: External link] (27,000); University of Oklahoma (11,900); University of Central Oklahoma[image: External link] (2,900); and Norman Regional Hospital[image: External link] (2,800).[73]

According to the Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce, the metropolitan area's economic output grew by 33 percent between 2001 and 2005 due chiefly to economic diversification. Its gross metropolitan product[image: External link] was $43.1 billion in 2005[75] and grew to $61.1 billion in 2009.[76] By 2016 the GMP had grown to $73.8 billion.[77]

In 2008, Forbes[image: External link] magazine named Oklahoma City the most "recession proof city in America". The magazine reported that the city had falling unemployment, one of the strongest housing markets in the country and solid growth in energy, agriculture and manufacturing.[78] However, during the early 1980s, Oklahoma City had one of the worst job and housing markets due to the bankruptcy of Penn Square Bank[image: External link] in 1982 and then the post-1985 crash in oil prices (oil bust).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2013, Forbes ranked Oklahoma City No. 8 on its list of the "Best Places for Business and Careers".[79]

In 2014, Forbes ranked Oklahoma City No. 7 on its list of "Best Places for Business".[80]

In 2017, WalletHub ranked Oklahoma City No. 1 on its list of "Best Large Cities to Start a Business".[81]
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 Business districts




See also: Neighborhoods of Oklahoma City[image: External link]


Business and entertainment districts (and to a lesser extent local neighborhoods) tend to maintain their boundaries and character through the application of zoning regulations and business improvement districts (districts where property owners agree to a property tax surcharge to support additional services for the community).[82] Through zoning regulations, historic districts, and other special zoning districts, including overlay districts, are well established.[83] Oklahoma City has three business improvement districts, including one encompassing the central business district[image: External link].
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 Culture
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 Museums and theaters




The Donald W. Reynolds Visual Arts Center is the new downtown home for the Oklahoma City Museum of Art[image: External link]. The museum features visiting exhibits, original selections from its own collection, a theater showing a variety of foreign, independent, and classic films each week, and a restaurant. OKCMOA is also home to the most comprehensive collection of Chihuly[image: External link] glass in the world including the 55-foot Eleanor Blake Kirkpatrick Memorial Tower in the Museum's atrium.[84] The art deco Civic Center Music Hall[image: External link], which was totally renovated in 2001, has performances from the Oklahoma City Ballet, the Oklahoma City Opera, the Oklahoma City Philharmonic[image: External link] and also various concerts and traveling Broadway shows[image: External link].

Other theaters include Lyric Theatre, Jewel Box Theatre, Kirkpatrick Auditorium, the Poteet Theatre, the Oklahoma City Community College Bruce Owen Theater and the 488-seat Petree Recital Hall, at the Oklahoma City University[image: External link] campus. The university also opened the Wanda L Bass School of Music and auditorium in April 2006.

The Science Museum Oklahoma[image: External link] (formerly Kirkpatrick Science and Air Space Museum at Omniplex) houses exhibits on science, aviation, and an IMAX[image: External link] theater. The museum formerly housed the International Photography Hall of Fame (IPHF) that exhibits photographs and artifacts from a large collection of cameras and other artifacts preserving the history of photography. IPHF honors those who have made significant contributions to the art and/or science of photography and relocated to St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link] in 2013.

The Museum of Osteology[image: External link] houses more than 300 real animal skeletons. Focusing on the form and function of the skeletal system, this 7,000 sq ft (650 m2) museum displays hundreds of skulls and skeletons from all corners of the world. Exhibits include adaptation, locomotion, classification and diversity of the vertebrate kingdom. The Museum of Osteology is the only one of its kind in America.

The National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum[image: External link] has galleries of western art and is home to the Hall of Great Western Performers[image: External link]. In contrast, the city will also be home to The American Indian Cultural Center and Museum that began construction in 2009 (although completion of the facility has been held up due to insufficient funding), on the south side of Interstate 40, southeast from Bricktown.

The Oklahoma City National Memorial[image: External link] in the northern part of Oklahoma City's downtown was created as the inscription on its eastern gate of the Memorial reads, "to honor the victims, survivors, rescuers, and all who were changed forever on April 19, 1995"; the memorial was built on the land formerly occupied by the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building complex prior to its 1995 bombing. The outdoor Symbolic Memorial can be visited 24 hours a day for free, and the adjacent Memorial Museum, in the former Journal Record building damaged by the bombing, can be entered for a small fee. The site is also home to the National Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism, a non-partisan, nonprofit think tank[image: External link] devoted to the prevention of terrorism.

The American Banjo Museum in the Bricktown[image: External link] Entertainment district is dedicated to preserving and promoting the music and heritage of the banjo. Its collection is valued at $3.5 million[citation needed[image: External link]], and an interpretive exhibit tells the evolution of the banjo from its roots in American slavery, to bluegrass, to folk and to world music.

The Oklahoma History Center[image: External link] is the history museum of the state of Oklahoma. Across the street from the governor's mansion at 800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive in northeast Oklahoma City, the museum opened in 2005 and is operated by the Oklahoma Historical Society[image: External link]. It preserves the history of Oklahoma from the prehistoric to the present day.
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in Oklahoma City[image: External link]


Oklahoma City is home to several professional sports teams, including the Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link]. The Thunder is the city's second "permanent" major professional sports franchise after the now-defunct AFL[image: External link] Oklahoma Wranglers[image: External link] and is the third major-league team to call the city home when considering the temporary hosting of the New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link] for the 2005–06 and 2006–07 NBA seasons.

Other professional sports clubs in Oklahoma City include the Oklahoma City Dodgers[image: External link], the Triple-A affiliate of the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link], the Oklahoma City Energy FC[image: External link] of the United Soccer League[image: External link], Rayo OKC[image: External link] of the North American Soccer League (NASL), and the Crusaders of Oklahoma Rugby Football Club of USA Rugby[image: External link]. The Oklahoma City Blazers, a name used for decades of the city's hockey team in the Central Hockey League[image: External link] have been reborn as a Junior A team playing in the Western States Hockey League[image: External link].

Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link] in downtown[image: External link] is the principal multipurpose arena in the city which hosts concerts, NHL[image: External link] exhibition games, and many of the city's pro sports teams. In 2008, the Oklahoma City Thunder became the major tenant. Nearby in Bricktown, the Chickasaw Bricktown Ballpark[image: External link] is the home to the city's baseball team, the Dodgers. "The Brick", as it is locally known, is considered one of the finest minor league parks in the nation.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Oklahoma City is the annual host of the Big 12 Baseball Tournament[image: External link], the World Cup of Softball[image: External link], and the annual NCAA Women's College World Series. The city has held the 2005 NCAA Men's Basketball[image: External link] First[image: External link] and Second round[image: External link] and hosted the Big 12[image: External link] Men's and Women's Basketball Tournaments in 2007 and 2009. The major universities in the area – University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City University[image: External link], and Oklahoma State University[image: External link] – often schedule major basketball games and other sporting events at Chesapeake Energy Arena and Chickasaw Bricktown Ballpark, although most home games are played at their campus stadiums.

Other major sporting events include Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing circuits at Remington Park[image: External link] and numerous horse shows[image: External link] and equine events that take place at the state fairgrounds each year. There are numerous golf courses and country clubs spread around the city.
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 High school football




The state of Oklahoma hosts a highly competitive high school football culture, with many teams in the Oklahoma City metropolitan area[image: External link]. The Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association (OSSAA) organizes high school football into eight distinct classes based on the size of school enrollment. Beginning with the largest, the classes are: 6A, 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, A, B, and C. Class 6A is broken into two divisions. Oklahoma City area schools in this division include Edmond North, Mustang, Moore, Yukon, Edmond Memorial, Edmond Santa Fe, Norman North, Westmoore, Southmoore, Putnam City North, Norman, Putnam City, Putnam City West, U.S. Grant, and Midwest City.[85]
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 Thunder




The Oklahoma City Thunder of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) has called Oklahoma City home since the 2008–09 season[image: External link], when owner Clay Bennett[image: External link] relocated the franchise from Seattle[image: External link], Washington. The Thunder plays home games at the Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link] in downtown Oklahoma City, known affectionately in the national media as 'the Peake' and 'Loud City'. The Thunder is known by several nicknames, including "OKC Thunder" and simply "OKC", and its mascot is Rumble the Bison[image: External link].

After an arrival to Oklahoma City for the 2008–09 season, the Oklahoma City Thunder secured a berth (8th) in the 2010 NBA Playoffs[image: External link] the next year after boasting its first 50-win season, winning two games in the first round against the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]. In 2012, Oklahoma City made it to the NBA Finals[image: External link], but lost to the Miami Heat[image: External link] in five games. In 2013 the Thunder reached the Western Conference[image: External link] semi-finals without All-Star[image: External link] guard Russell Westbrook, who was injured in their first round series against the Houston Rockets[image: External link], only to lose to the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]. In 2014 Oklahoma City again reached the NBA's Western Conference Finals but eventually lost to the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] in six games.

The Oklahoma City Thunder has been regarded by sports analysts as one of the elite franchises of the NBA's Western Conference and that of a media darling as the future of the league. Oklahoma City has earned Northwest Division[image: External link] titles every year since 2009 and has consistently improved its win record to 59-wins in 2014. The Thunder is led by second year head coach Billy Donovan[image: External link] and is anchored by All-Star point guard Russell Westbrook[image: External link].
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 Hornets




Main article: Effect of Hurricane Katrina on the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]


In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina[image: External link], the NBA's New Orleans Hornets (now the New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]) temporarily relocated to the Ford Center[image: External link], playing the majority of its home games there during the 2005–06 and 2006–07 seasons. The team became the first NBA franchise to play regular-season games in the state of Oklahoma.[citation needed[image: External link]] The team was known as the New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets while playing in Oklahoma City. The team ultimately returned to New Orleans full-time for the 2007–08 season. The Hornets played their final home game in Oklahoma City during the exhibition season on October 9, 2007 against the Houston Rockets[image: External link].
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 Current metro area pro-teams






	Club
	Sport
	League
	Stadium



	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association[image: External link]
	Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Blue[image: External link]
	Basketball
	NBA Development League[image: External link]
	Cox Convention Center[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Dodgers[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Pacific Coast League[image: External link] (AAA)
	Chickasaw Bricktown Ballpark[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Energy[image: External link]
	Men's Soccer[image: External link]
	United Soccer League[image: External link] (Div. 2)
	Taft Stadium[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Football Club[image: External link]
	Women's Soccer[image: External link]
	Women's Premier Soccer League[image: External link]
	Stars Field[image: External link]
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 Parks and recreation




One of the more prominent landmarks downtown is the Crystal Bridge at the Myriad Botanical Gardens[image: External link], a large downtown urban park. Designed by I. M. Pei[image: External link], the Crystal Bridge is a tropical conservatory in the area. The park has an amphitheater, known as the Water Stage. In 2007, following a renovation of the stage, Oklahoma Shakespeare in the Park relocated to the Myriad Gardens. The Myriad Gardens will undergo a massive renovation in conjunction with the recently built Devon Tower directly north of it.

The Oklahoma City Zoo and Botanical Garden[image: External link] is home to numerous natural habitats, WPA[image: External link] era architecture and landscaping, and hosts major touring concerts during the summer at its amphitheater. Oklahoma City also has two amusement parks, Frontier City theme park and White Water Bay[image: External link] water park. Frontier City is an 'Old West'-themed amusement park. The park also features a recreation of a western gunfight at the 'OK Corral' and many shops that line the "Western" town's main street. Frontier City also hosts a national concert circuit at its amphitheater during the summer. Oklahoma City also has a combination racetrack and casino open year-round, Remington Park[image: External link], which hosts both Quarter Horse[image: External link] (March – June) and Thoroughbred[image: External link] (August – December) seasons.

Walking trails line Lake Hefner and Lake Overholser in the northwest part of the city and downtown at the canal and the Oklahoma River[image: External link]. The majority of the east shore area is taken up by parks and trails, including a new leashless dog park and the postwar-era Stars and Stripes Park. Lake Stanley Draper is the city's largest and most remote lake.

Oklahoma City has a major park in each quadrant of the city, going back to the first parks masterplan. Will Rogers Park[image: External link], Lincoln Park, Trosper Park, and Woodson Park were once connected by the Grand Boulevard loop, some sections of which no longer exist. Martin Park Nature Center is a natural habitat in far northwest Oklahoma City. Will Rogers Park is home to the Lycan Conservatory, the Rose Garden, and Butterfly Garden, all built in the WPA era. Oklahoma City is home to the American Banjo Museum, which houses a large collection of highly decorated banjos from the early 20th century and exhibits on the history of the banjo and its place in American history. Concerts and lectures are also held there.

In April 2005, the Oklahoma City Skate Park at Wiley Post Park was renamed the Mat Hoffman Action Sports Park to recognize Mat Hoffman[image: External link], an Oklahoma City area resident and businessman that was instrumental in the design of the skate park and is a 10-time BMX World Vert champion.[86] In March 2009, the Mat Hoffman Action Sports Park was named by the National Geographic Society[image: External link] Travel Guide as one of the "Ten Best."[87][88]
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 Government




Main article: Government of Oklahoma City[image: External link]


See also: List of mayors of Oklahoma City[image: External link]


The City of Oklahoma City has operated under a council-manager form of city government since 1927.[89] Mick Cornett[image: External link] serves as Mayor, having first been elected in 2004, and re-elected in 2006, 2010, and 2014. Eight councilpersons represent each of the eight wards of Oklahoma City. City Manager Jim Couch was appointed in late 2000. Couch was assistant city manager, Metropolitan Area Projects Plan[image: External link] (MAPS) director and utilities director prior to his service as city manager.

The city has called on residents to vote for sales tax-based projects to revitalize parts of the city. The Bricktown[image: External link] district is the best example of such an initiative. In the recent MAPS 3[image: External link] vote, the city's fraternal order of police criticized the project proposals for not doing enough to expand the police presence to keep up with the growing residential population and increased commercial activity. In September 2013, Oklahoma City area attorney David Slane announced he would pursue legal action regarding MAPS3, on claims the multiple projects that made up the plan violate a state constitutional law limiting voter ballot issues to a single subject.[90]
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 Education
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 Higher education




See also: List of colleges and universities in Oklahoma City[image: External link]


The city is home to several colleges and universities. Oklahoma City University[image: External link], formerly known as Epworth University[image: External link], was founded by the United Methodist Church[image: External link] on September 1, 1904 and is renowned for its performing arts, science, mass communications, business, law[image: External link], and athletic programs. OCU has its main campus in the north-central section of the city, near the city's chinatown[image: External link] area. OCU Law is in the Midtown district near downtown, in the old Central High School building.

The University of Oklahoma has several institutions of higher learning in the city and metropolitan area, with OU Medicine[image: External link] and the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center[image: External link] campuses east of downtown in the Oklahoma Health Center district, and the main campus to the south in the suburb of Norman[image: External link]. The OU Medicine hosting the state's only Level-One trauma center[image: External link]. OU Health Sciences Center is one of the nation's largest independent medical centers, employing more than 12,000 people.[91] OU is one of only four major universities in the nation to operate six medical schools.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

The third-largest university in the state, the University of Central Oklahoma[image: External link], is just north of the city in the suburb of Edmond[image: External link]. Oklahoma Christian University[image: External link], one of the state's private liberal arts institutions, is just south of the Edmond border, inside the Oklahoma City limits.[92]

Oklahoma City Community College[image: External link] in south Oklahoma City is the second-largest community college in the state. Rose State College[image: External link] is east of Oklahoma City in suburban Midwest City[image: External link]. Oklahoma State University–Oklahoma City[image: External link] is in the "Furniture District" on the Westside. Northeast of the city is Langston University[image: External link], the state's historically black college[image: External link] (HBCU). Langston also has an urban campus in the eastside[image: External link] section of the city. Southern Nazarene University[image: External link], which was founded by the Church of the Nazarene[image: External link], is a university in suburban Bethany[image: External link], which is surrounded by the Oklahoma City city limits.

Although technically not a university, the FAA's Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center[image: External link] has many aspects of an institution of higher learning. Its FAA Academy is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools[image: External link]. Its Civil Aerospace Medical Institute[image: External link] (CAMI) has a medical education division responsible for aeromedical education in general as well as the education of aviation medical examiners in the U.S. and 93 other countries. In addition, The National Academy of Science[image: External link] offers Research Associateship Programs for fellowship and other grants for CAMI research.
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 Primary and secondary




Oklahoma City is home to the state's largest school district, Oklahoma City Public Schools[image: External link].[93] The district's Classen School of Advanced Studies[image: External link] and Harding Charter Preparatory High School[image: External link] rank high among public schools nationally according to a formula that looks at the number of Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate and/or Cambridge tests taken by the school's students divided by the number of graduating seniors.[94] In addition, OKCPS's Belle Isle Enterprise Middle School was named the top middle school in the state according to the Academic Performance Index, and recently received the Blue Ribbon School[image: External link] Award, in 2004 and again in 2011.[95] KIPP Reach College Preparatory School in Oklahoma City received the 2012 National Blue Ribbon along with its school leader, Tracy McDaniel Sr., being awarded the Terrel H. Bell Award for Outstanding Leadership.

The Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics[image: External link], a school for some of the state's most gifted math and science pupils, is also in Oklahoma City.

Due to Oklahoma City's explosive growth, parts of several suburban districts spill into the city, including Putnam City School District[image: External link] in the northwest, Moore Public Schools[image: External link] in the south, and Mid-Del School District[image: External link] in the southeast. The city also boasts a number of private and parochial schools. Casady School[image: External link] and Heritage Hall School[image: External link] are both examples of a private college preparatory school with vigorous academics that range among the top in Oklahoma. Providence Hall[image: External link] is a Protestant school. Two prominent schools of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City[image: External link] include Bishop McGuinness High School[image: External link] and Mount Saint Mary High School[image: External link]. Other private schools include Crossings Christian School[image: External link].
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 CareerTech




Oklahoma City has several public career and technology education schools associated with the Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education[image: External link], the largest of which are Metro Technology Center[image: External link] and Francis Tuttle Technology Center[image: External link].

Private career and technology education schools in Oklahoma City include Oklahoma Technology Institute[image: External link], Platt College, Vatterott College[image: External link], and Heritage College. The Dale Rogers Training Center[image: External link] in Oklahoma City is a nonprofit vocational training center for individuals with disabilities.
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 Media




See also: Media in Oklahoma City[image: External link]
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 Print




The Oklahoman[image: External link] is Oklahoma City's major daily newspaper and is the most widely circulated in the state. NewsOK.com is the Oklahoman's online presence. Oklahoma Gazette is Oklahoma City's independent newsweekly, featuring such staples as local commentary, feature stories, restaurant reviews and movie listings and music and entertainment. The Journal Record is the city's daily business newspaper, and okcBIZ is a monthly publication that covers business news affecting those who live and work in Central Oklahoma.

Numerous community and international newspapers cater to the city's ethnic mosaic, such as The Black Chronicle[image: External link], headquartered in the Eastside[image: External link], the OK VIETIMES and Oklahoma Chinese Times, in Asia District[image: External link], and various Hispanic community publications. The Campus is the student newspaper at Oklahoma City University. Gay publications include The Gayly Oklahoman.

An upscale lifestyle publication called Slice Magazine is circulated throughout the metropolitan area. In addition, there is a magazine published by Back40 Design Group called The Edmond Outlook. It contains local commentary and human interest pieces direct-mailed to over 50,000 Edmond residents.
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 Broadcast




Oklahoma City was home to several pioneers in radio and television broadcasting. Oklahoma City's WKY[image: External link] Radio was the first radio station transmitting west of the Mississippi River[image: External link] and the third radio station in the United States.[96] WKY received its federal license in 1921 and has continually broadcast under the same call letters since 1922. In 1928, WKY was purchased by E.K. Gaylord[image: External link]'s Oklahoma Publishing Company and affiliated with the NBC Red Network[image: External link]; in 1949, WKY-TV (channel 4) went on the air and later became the first independently owned television station in the U.S. to broadcast in color.[96] In mid-2002, WKY radio was purchased outright by Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], who was bought out by Cumulus Broadcasting[image: External link] in 2011. The Gaylord family earlier sold WKY-TV in 1976, which has gone through a succession of owners (what is now KFOR-TV[image: External link] is owned by Tribune Broadcasting[image: External link] as of December 2013).

The major U.S. broadcast television networks have affiliates[image: External link] in the Oklahoma City market[image: External link] (ranked 41st for television by Nielsen[image: External link] and 48th for radio by Arbitron[image: External link], covering a 34-county area serving the central, northern-central and west-central sections Oklahoma); including NBC affiliate KFOR-TV[image: External link] (channel 4), ABC[image: External link] affiliate KOCO-TV[image: External link] (channel 5), CBS[image: External link] affiliate KWTV-DT[image: External link] (channel 9, the flagship[image: External link] of locally based Griffin Communications[image: External link]), PBS[image: External link] station KETA-TV (channel 13, the flagship of the state-run OETA[image: External link] member network), Fox[image: External link] affiliate KOKH-TV[image: External link] (channel 25), CW[image: External link] affiliate KOCB[image: External link] (channel 34), independent station[image: External link] KAUT-TV[image: External link] (channel 43), MyNetworkTV[image: External link] affiliate KSBI-TV[image: External link] (channel 52), and Ion Television[image: External link] owned-and-operated station[image: External link] KOPX-TV[image: External link] (channel 62). The market is also home to several religious stations including TBN[image: External link] owned-and-operated station KTBO-TV[image: External link] (channel 14) and Norman-based Daystar[image: External link] owned-and-operated station KOCM[image: External link] (channel 46).

Despite the market's geographical size, none of the English-language commercial affiliates in the Oklahoma City designated market area operate full-power satellite stations covering the far northwestern part of the state (requiring cable or satellite to view them), though KFOR-TV, KOCO-TV, KWTV-DT and KOKH-TV each operate low-power translators in that portion of the market. Oklahoma City is one of the few markets between Chicago and Dallas to have affiliates of two or more of the major Spanish-language broadcast networks: Telemundo[image: External link] affiliate KTUZ-TV[image: External link] (channel 30), Woodward[image: External link]-based Univision[image: External link] affiliate KUOK[image: External link] 35 (whose translator KUOK-CD, channel 36, serves the immediate Oklahoma City area), Azteca[image: External link] affiliate KOHC-CD[image: External link] (channel 45) and Estrella TV[image: External link] affiliate KOCY-LP[image: External link] (channel 48).
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 Infrastructure
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 Fire department




Oklahoma City is protected by the Oklahoma City Fire Department (OKCFD), which employs 1015 paid, professional firefighters. The current Chief of Department is G. Keith Bryant, the department is also commanded by three Deputy Chiefs, who – along with the department chief – oversee the Operational Services, Prevention Services, and Support Services bureaus. The OKCFD operates out of 37 fire stations throughout the city in six battalions. The OKCFD also operates a fire apparatus fleet of 36 engines (including 30 paramedic engines), 13 ladders, 16 brush patrol units, six water tankers, two hazardous materials units, one Technical Rescue Unit, one Air Supply Unit, six Arson Investigation Units, and one Rehabilitation Unit. Each engine is staffed with a driver, an officer, and one to two firefighters, while each ladder company is staffed with a driver, an officer, and one firefighter. Minimum staffing per shift is 213 personnel. The Oklahoma City Fire Department responds to over 70,000 emergency calls annually.[97][98][99]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Oklahoma City[image: External link]
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 Highway




Oklahoma City is an integral point on the United States Interstate Network[image: External link], with three major interstate highways – Interstate 35[image: External link], Interstate 40[image: External link], and Interstate 44[image: External link] – bisecting the city. Interstate 240[image: External link] connects Interstate 40[image: External link] and Interstate 44[image: External link] in south Oklahoma City, while Interstate 235[image: External link] spurs from Interstate 44 in north-central Oklahoma City into downtown.

Major state expressways through the city include Lake Hefner Parkway ( SH-74[image: External link]), the Kilpatrick Turnpike[image: External link], Airport Road ( SH-152[image: External link]), and Broadway Extension[image: External link] ( US-77[image: External link]) which continues from I-235 connecting Central Oklahoma City to Edmond. Lake Hefner Parkway runs through northwest Oklahoma City, while Airport Road runs through southwest Oklahoma City and leads to Will Rogers World Airport[image: External link]. The Kilpatrick Turnpike loops around north and west Oklahoma City.

Oklahoma City also has several major national and state highways within its city limits. Shields Boulevard (US-77) continues from E.K. Gaylord Boulevard in downtown Oklahoma City and runs south eventually connecting to I-35 near the suburb of Moore, Oklahoma[image: External link]. Northwest Expressway (Oklahoma State Highway 3) runs from North Classen Boulevard in north-central Oklahoma City to the northwestern suburbs.

Oklahoma City is traversed by the following major expressways:


	
SH-74[image: External link] Lake Hefner Parkway[image: External link]


	
SH-152[image: External link] Airport Road[image: External link]


	Kilpatrick Turnpike[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Air




Oklahoma City is served by two primary airports, Will Rogers World Airport[image: External link] and the much smaller Wiley Post Airport[image: External link] (incidentally, the two honorees died in the same plane crash in Alaska[image: External link])[100] Will Rogers World Airport is the state's busiest commercial airport, with over 3.6 million passengers annually.[101] Tinker Air Force Base[image: External link], in southeast Oklahoma City, is the largest military air depot in the nation; a major maintenance and deployment facility for the Navy[image: External link] and the Air Force, and the second largest military institution in the state (after Fort Sill[image: External link] in Lawton[image: External link]).
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 Rail and bus




Amtrak[image: External link] has a railway station[image: External link] downtown, with daily service to Fort Worth[image: External link] and the nation's rail network via the Heartland Flyer[image: External link]. Oklahoma City once was the crossroads of several interstate passenger railroads, but service at that level has long since been discontinued. Freight service is provided by BNSF[image: External link] and Union Pacific[image: External link]. Greyhound[image: External link] and several other intercity bus companies serve Oklahoma City at the Union Bus Station[image: External link] in downtown.
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 Public transit




Embark (formerly METRO Transit)[image: External link] is the city's public transit company. The main transfer terminal is downtown at NW 5th Street and Hudson Avenue. Embark maintains limited coverage of the city's main street grid using a hub-and-spoke system[image: External link] from the main terminal, making many journeys impractical due to the rather small number of bus routes offered and that most trips require a transfer downtown. The city has recognized transit as a major issue for the rapidly growing and urbanizing city and has initiated several studies in recent times to improve upon the existing bus system starting with a plan known as the Fixed Guideway Study.[102] This study identified several potential commuter transit routes from the suburbs into downtown OKC as well as feeder-line bus and/or rail routes throughout the city.

Though Oklahoma City has no light-rail or commuter rail service, city residents identified improved transit as one of their top priorities and from the fruits of the Fixed Guideway and other studies city leaders strongly desire to incorporate urban rail transit into the region's future transportation plans. The greater Oklahoma City metropolitan transit plan identified from the Fixed Guideway Study includes streetcar[image: External link] in the downtown section that would be fed by enhanced city bus service and commuter rail from the suburbs including Edmond[image: External link], Norman[image: External link], and Midwest City[image: External link]. There is a significant push for a commuter rail line connecting downtown OKC with the eastern suburbs of Del City[image: External link], Midwest City[image: External link], and Tinker Air Force Base[image: External link]. In addition to commuter rail, a short heritage rail line that would run from Bricktown just a few blocks away from the Amtrak station to the Adventure District[image: External link] in northeast Oklahoma City is under reconstruction.

On December 2009, Oklahoma City voters passed MAPS 3[image: External link], the $777 million (7-year 1-cent tax) initiative, which will include funding (appx $130M) for an estimated 5-to-6-mile (8.0 to 9.7 km) modern streetcar[image: External link] in downtown Oklahoma City and the establishment of a transit hub. Construction on the Oklahoma City Streetcar has begun and is scheduled to begin service in 2018.

On September 10, 2013 the federal government announced Oklahoma City would receive $13.8M grant from the US Department of Transportation's TIGER program. This is the first ever grant for Oklahoma City for rail-based initiative and is thought to be somewhat of a turning point by city leaders who have applied for grants only to continuously be denied. It is believed the city will use the TIGER grant along with approximately $10M from the MAPS 3 Transit budget to revitalize the city's Amtrak station becoming an Intermodal Transportation Hub, taking over the role of the existing transit hub at NW 5th/Hudson Ave.
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 Walkability




A 2013 study by Walk Score[image: External link] ranked Oklahoma City the 43rd most walkable out of the 50 largest U.S. cities.[103]
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 Health




Oklahoma City and the surrounding metropolitan area are home to a number of health care facilities and specialty hospitals. In Oklahoma City's MidTown district near downtown resides the state's oldest and largest single site hospital, St. Anthony Hospital and Physicians Medical Center.

OU Medicine[image: External link], an academic medical institution on the campus of The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center[image: External link], is home to OU Medical Center. OU Medicine operates Oklahoma's only level-one trauma center at the OU Medical Center and the state's only level-one trauma center for children at Children's Hospital at OU Medicine,[104] both of which are in the Oklahoma Health Center district. Other medical facilities operated by OU Medicine include OU Physicians and OU Children's Physicians, the OU College of Medicine, the Oklahoma Cancer Center and OU Medical Center Edmond, the latter in the northern suburb of Edmond[image: External link].

INTEGRIS Health owns several hospitals, including INTEGRIS Baptist Medical Center, the INTEGRIS Cancer Institute of Oklahoma,[105] and the INTEGRIS Southwest Medical Center.[106] INTEGRIS Health operates hospitals, rehabilitation centers, physician clinics, mental health facilities, independent living centers and home health agencies hroughout much of Oklahoma. INTEGRIS Baptist Medical Center was named in U.S. News & World Report[image: External link]'s 2012 list of Best Hospitals. INTEGRIS Baptist Medical Center ranks high-performing in the following categories: Cardiology and Heart Surgery; Diabetes and Endocrinology; Ear, Nose and Throat; Gastroenterology; Geriatrics; Nephrology; Orthopedics; Pulmonology and Urology.

The Midwest Regional Medical Center is in the suburb of Midwest City[image: External link]; other major hospitals in the city include the Oklahoma Heart Hospital and the Mercy Health Center. There are 347 physicians for every 100,000 people in the city.[107]

In the American College of Sports Medicine[image: External link]'s annual ranking of the United States' 50 most populous metropolitan areas on the basis of community health, Oklahoma City took last place in 2010, falling five places from its 2009 rank of 45.[108] The ACSM's report, published as part of its American Fitness Index program[image: External link], cited, among other things, the poor diet of residents, low levels of physical fitness, higher incidences of obesity, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease than the national average, low access to recreational facilities like swimming pools and baseball diamonds, the paucity of parks and low investment by the city in their development, the high percentage of households below the poverty level, and the lack of state-mandated physical education curriculum as contributing factors.[109]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Oklahoma City[image: External link]
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 Sister cities




Oklahoma City has seven sister cities[image: External link], as designated by Sister Cities International[image: External link]:[110]


	
Haikou[image: External link], China[111][112]


	
Puebla[image: External link], Mexico

	
Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], Brazil

	
Tainan[image: External link], Taiwan

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan

	
Ulyanovsk[image: External link], Russia

	
Kigali[image: External link], Rwanda
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 See also





	Coyle v. Smith[image: External link]

	History of Oklahoma[image: External link]

	List of mayors of Oklahoma City[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Official records for Oklahoma City were kept at the Weather Bureau Office from November 1890 to December 1953, and at Will Rogers World Airport since January 1954. For more information, see Threadex[image: External link]
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Oklahoma






This article is about the U.S. state of Oklahoma. For other uses, see Oklahoma (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Oklahoma ( i[image: External link]/,oUkle'hoUme /[image: External link];[7] Cherokee[image: External link]: Asgaya gigageyi / ᎠᏍᎦᏯ ᎩᎦᎨᏱ;[8] Pawnee[image: External link]: Uukuhuúwa,[9] Cayuga[image: External link]: Gahnawiyoˀgeh[10]) is a state[image: External link] in the South Central[image: External link] region of the United States[image: External link].[11] It is the 20th-most extensive[image: External link] and the 28th-most populous[image: External link] of the 50 United States[image: External link]. The state's name is derived from the Choctaw[image: External link] words okla and humma, meaning "red people."[12] It is also known informally by its nickname, "The Sooner State[image: External link]," in reference to the non-Native settlers who staked their claims on the choicest pieces of land before the official opening date and the Indian Appropriations Act[image: External link] of 1889, which opened the door for white settlement in America's Indian Territory[image: External link]. The name was settled upon statehood. Oklahoma Territory[image: External link] and Indian Territory[image: External link] were merged and Indian was dropped from the name. On November 16, 1907, Oklahoma became the 46th state to enter the union. Its residents are known as Oklahomans," or informally "Okies", and its capital and largest city is Oklahoma City.

A major producer of natural gas[image: External link], oil[image: External link], and agricultural products, Oklahoma relies on an economic base of aviation, energy, telecommunications, and biotechnology[image: External link].[13] In 2007, it had one of the fastest-growing economies in the United States, ranking among the top states in per capita income growth and gross domestic product growth.[14][15] Both Oklahoma City and Tulsa serve as Oklahoma's primary economic anchors, with nearly two-thirds of Oklahomans living within their metropolitan statistical areas[image: External link].[16]

With small mountain ranges, prairie[image: External link], mesas[image: External link], and eastern forests, most of Oklahoma lies in the Great Plains[image: External link], Cross Timbers[image: External link], and the U.S. Interior Highlands[image: External link], a region prone mainly to severe weather[image: External link].[17] In addition to having a prevalence of English, German, Scottish, Scotch-Irish[image: External link], and Native American[image: External link] ancestry, more than 25 Native American languages are spoken in Oklahoma,[18] third only to Alaska and California.

Oklahoma is on a confluence of three major American cultural regions[image: External link] and historically served as a route for cattle drives[image: External link], a destination for southern settlers, and a government-sanctioned territory[image: External link] for Native Americans.



TOP
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 Etymology




The name Oklahoma comes from the Choctaw[image: External link] phrase okla humma, literally meaning red people. Choctaw Chief Allen Wright[image: External link] suggested the name in 1866 during treaty negotiations with the federal government on the use of Indian Territory[image: External link], in which he envisioned an all-Indian state controlled by the United States Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Equivalent to the English word Indian, okla humma was a phrase in the Choctaw language that described Native American people as a whole. Oklahoma later became the de facto name for Oklahoma Territory[image: External link], and it was officially approved in 1890, two years after the area was opened to white settlers.[12][19][20]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Oklahoma[image: External link]


Oklahoma is the 20th-largest state in the United States, covering an area of 69,898 square miles (181,035 km2), with 68,667 square miles (177847 km2) of land and 1,281 square miles (3,188 km2) of water.[21] It is one of six states on the Frontier Strip[image: External link] and lies partly in the Great Plains[image: External link] near the geographical center of the 48 contiguous states[image: External link]. It is bounded on the east by Arkansas[image: External link] and Missouri[image: External link], on the north by Kansas[image: External link], on the northwest by Colorado[image: External link], on the far west by New Mexico[image: External link], and on the south and near-west by Texas[image: External link]. Much of its border with Texas lies along the Southern Oklahoma Aulacogen[image: External link], a failed continental rift[image: External link]. The geologic figure defines the placement of the Red River[image: External link].

The Oklahoma panhandle's Western edge is out of alignment with its Texas border. The Oklahoma/New Mexico border is 2.1 to 2.2 miles east of the Texas line. The border between Texas and New Mexico was set first as a result of a survey by Spain in 1819. It was then set along the 103rd Meridian[image: External link]. In the 1890s, when Oklahoma was formally surveyed using more accurate surveying equipment and techniques, it was discovered the Texas line was not set along the 103rd Meridian. Surveying techniques were not as accurate in 1819, and the actual 103rd Meridian was approximately 2.2 miles to the east. It was much easier to leave the mistake than for Texas to cede land to New Mexico to correct the surveying error. The placement of the Oklahoma/New Mexico border represents the true 103rd Meridian.

Cimarron County[image: External link] in Oklahoma's panhandle is the only county in the United States that touches four other states: New Mexico, Texas, Colorado and Kansas.
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 Topography




See also: Lakes in Oklahoma[image: External link]


Oklahoma is between the Great Plains and the Ozark Plateau[image: External link] in the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] watershed,[22] generally sloping from the high plains of its western boundary to the low wetlands of its southeastern boundary.[23][24] Its highest and lowest points follow this trend, with its highest peak, Black Mesa[image: External link], at 4,973 feet (1,516 m) above sea level, situated near its far northwest corner in the Oklahoma Panhandle[image: External link]. The state's lowest point is on the Little River near its far southeastern boundary near the town of Idabel, Oklahoma[image: External link], which dips to 289 feet (88 m) above sea level.[25]

Among the most geographically diverse states, Oklahoma is one of four to harbor more than 10 distinct ecological regions[image: External link], with 11 in its borders – more per square mile than in any other state.[17] Its western and eastern halves, however, are marked by extreme differences in geographical diversity: Eastern Oklahoma touches eight ecological regions and its western half contains three. Although having fewer ecological regions Western Oklahoma contains many rare, relic species.[17]

Oklahoma has four primary mountain ranges: the Ouachita Mountains[image: External link], the Arbuckle Mountains[image: External link], the Wichita Mountains[image: External link], and the Ozark Mountains[image: External link].[23] Contained within the U.S. Interior Highlands[image: External link] region, the Ozark and Ouachita Mountains are the only major mountainous region between the Rocky Mountains[image: External link] and the Appalachians[image: External link].[26] A portion of the Flint Hills[image: External link] stretches into north-central Oklahoma, and near the state's eastern border, The Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department regards Cavanal Hill[image: External link] as the world's tallest hill; at 1,999 feet (609 m), it fails their definition of a mountain by one foot.[27]

The semi-arid[image: External link] high plains[image: External link] in the state's northwestern corner[image: External link] harbor few natural forests; the region has a rolling to flat landscape with intermittent canyons[image: External link] and mesa[image: External link] ranges like the Glass Mountains[image: External link]. Partial plains interrupted by small, sky island[image: External link] mountain ranges like the Antelope Hills[image: External link] and the Wichita Mountains[image: External link] dot southwestern Oklahoma[image: External link]; transitional prairie and oak savannahs[image: External link] cover the central portion[image: External link] of the state. The Ozark and Ouachita Mountains rise from west to east over the state's eastern third, gradually increasing in elevation in an eastward direction.[24][28]

More than 500 named creeks and rivers make up Oklahoma's waterways, and with 200 lakes created by dams, it holds the nation's highest number of artificial reservoirs.[27] Most of the state lies in two primary drainage basins[image: External link] belonging to the Red[image: External link] and Arkansas[image: External link] rivers, though the Lee and Little rivers also contain significant drainage basins.[28]
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 Flora and fauna




Due to Oklahoma's location at the confluence of many geographic regions, the state's climatic regions have a high rate of biodiversity. Forests cover 24 percent of Oklahoma[27] and prairie grasslands[image: External link] composed of shortgrass, mixed-grass, and tallgrass prairie[image: External link], harbor expansive ecosystems in the state's central and western portions, although cropland[image: External link] has largely replaced native grasses.[29] Where rainfall is sparse in the state's western regions, shortgrass prairie and shrublands[image: External link] are the most prominent ecosystems, though pinyon pines[image: External link], red cedar ( junipers[image: External link]), and ponderosa pines[image: External link] grow near rivers and creek beds in the panhandle's far western reaches.[29] Southwestern Oklahoma[image: External link] contains many rare, disjunct species[image: External link] including sugar maple[image: External link], bigtooth maple[image: External link], nolina[image: External link] and southern live oak[image: External link].

Marshlands[image: External link], cypress[image: External link] forests and mixtures of shortleaf pine[image: External link], loblolly pine[image: External link], blue palmetto[image: External link], and deciduous forests dominate the state's southeastern quarter[image: External link], while mixtures of largely post oak[image: External link], elm[image: External link], red cedar (Juniperus virginiana[image: External link]) and pine[image: External link] forests cover northeastern Oklahoma[image: External link].[28][29][30]

The state holds populations of white-tailed deer[image: External link], mule deer[image: External link], antelope[image: External link], coyotes[image: External link], mountain lions[image: External link], bobcats[image: External link], elk[image: External link], and birds such as quail[image: External link], doves[image: External link], cardinals[image: External link], bald eagles[image: External link], red-tailed hawks[image: External link], and pheasants[image: External link]. In prairie ecosystems, American bison[image: External link], greater prairie chickens[image: External link], badgers[image: External link], and armadillo[image: External link] are common, and some of the nation's largest prairie dog[image: External link] towns inhabit shortgrass prairie in the state's panhandle. The Cross Timbers[image: External link], a region transitioning from prairie to woodlands in Central Oklahoma, harbors 351 vertebrate species[image: External link]. The Ouachita Mountains are home to black bear[image: External link], red fox[image: External link], grey fox[image: External link], and river otter[image: External link] populations, which coexist with 328 vertebrate species in southeastern Oklahoma. Also, in southeastern Oklahoma lives the American alligator[image: External link].[29]
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 Protected lands




Oklahoma has 50 state parks[image: External link],[31] six national parks[image: External link] or protected regions,[32] two national protected forests[image: External link] or grasslands[image: External link],[33] and a network of wildlife preserves and conservation areas. Six percent of the state's 10 million acres (40,000 km2) of forest is public land,[30] including the western portions of the Ouachita National Forest[image: External link], the largest and oldest national forest in the Southern United States[image: External link].[34]

With 39,000 acres (158 km2), the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve[image: External link] in north-central Oklahoma is the largest protected area of tallgrass prairie[image: External link] in the world and is part of an ecosystem[image: External link] that encompasses only 10 percent of its former land area, once covering 14 states.[35] In addition, the Black Kettle National Grassland[image: External link] covers 31,300 acres (127 km2) of prairie in southwestern Oklahoma.[36] The Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge[image: External link] is the oldest and largest of nine national wildlife refuges[image: External link] in the state[37] and was founded in 1901, encompassing 59,020 acres (238.8 km2).[38]

Of Oklahoma's federally protected parks or recreational sites, the Chickasaw National Recreation Area[image: External link] is the largest, with 9,898.63 acres (18 km2).[39] Other sites include the Santa Fe[image: External link] and Trail of Tears[image: External link] national historic trails, the Fort Smith[image: External link] and Washita Battlefield[image: External link] national historic sites, and the Oklahoma City National Memorial[image: External link].[32]
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 Climate




Oklahoma is in a humid subtropical region.[40] Oklahoma lies in a transition zone between humid continental climate to the north, semi-arid climate to the west, and humid subtropical climate in the central, south and eastern portions of the state. Most of the state lies in an area known as Tornado Alley[image: External link] characterized by frequent interaction between cold, dry air from Canada, warm to hot, dry air from Mexico and the Southwestern U.S., and warm, moist air from the Gulf of Mexico. The interactions between these three contrasting air currents produces severe weather[image: External link] (severe thunderstorms, damaging thunderstorm winds, large hail and tornadoes) with a frequency virtually unseen anywhere else on planet Earth.[25] An average 62 tornadoes[image: External link] strike the state per year—one of the highest rates in the world.[41]

Because of Oklahoma's position between zones of differing prevailing temperature and winds, weather patterns within the state can vary widely over relatively short distances and can change drastically in a short time.[25] As an example, on November 11, 1911, the temperature at Oklahoma City reached 83 °F (28 °C) in the afternoon (the record high for that date), then an Arctic cold front of unprecedented intensity slammed across the state, causing the temperature to fall 66 degrees, down to 17 °F (−8 °C) at midnight (the record low for that date); thus, both the record high and record low for November 11 were set on the same date.[42] This type of phenomenon is also responsible for many of the tornadoes in the area, such as the 1912 Oklahoma tornado outbreak[image: External link], when a warm front traveled along a stalled cold front, resulting in an average of about one tornado per hour over the course of a day.[43]

The humid subtropical climate[image: External link] (Koppen Cfa) of central, southern and eastern Oklahoma is influenced heavily by southerly winds bringing moisture from the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link]. Traveling westward, the climate transitions progressively toward a semi-arid[image: External link] zone (Koppen BSk) in the high plains of the Panhandle and other western areas from about Lawton[image: External link] westward, less frequently touched by southern moisture.[40] Precipitation and temperatures decline from east to west accordingly, with areas in the southeast averaging an annual temperature of 62 °F (17 °C) and an annual rainfall of generally over 40 inches (1,020 mm) and up to 56 inches (1,420 mm), while areas of the (higher-elevation) panhandle average 58 °F (14 °C), with an annual rainfall under 17 inches (430 mm).[44]

Over almost all of Oklahoma, winter is the driest season. Average monthly precipitation increases dramatically in the spring to a peak in May, the wettest month over most of the state, with its frequent and not uncommonly severe thunderstorm activity. Early June can still be wet, but most years see a marked decrease in rainfall during June and early July. Mid-summer (July and August) represents a secondary dry season over much of Oklahoma, with long stretches of hot weather with only sporadic thunderstorm activity not uncommon many years. Severe drought is common in the hottest summers, such as those of 1934, 1954, 1980 and 2011, all of which featured weeks on end of virtual rainlessness and high temperatures well over 100 °F (38 °C). Average precipitation rises again from September to mid-October, representing a secondary wetter season, then declines from late October through December.[25]

All of the state frequently experiences temperatures above 100 °F (38 °C) or below 0 °F (−18 °C),[40] though below-zero temperatures are rare in south-central and southeastern Oklahoma. Snowfall ranges from an average of less than 4 inches (10 cm) in the south to just over 20 inches (51 cm) on the border of Colorado[image: External link] in the panhandle.[25] The state is home to the Storm Prediction Center[image: External link], the National Severe Storms Laboratory[image: External link], and the Warning Decision Training Branch[image: External link], all part of the National Weather Service[image: External link] and in Norman[image: External link].[45] Oklahoma's highest recorded temperature of 120 °F (49 °C) was recorded at Tipton[image: External link] on June 27, 1994 and the lowest recorded temperature of −31 °F (−35 °C) was recorded at Nowata[image: External link] on February 10, 2011.



	Monthly temperatures for Oklahoma's largest cities



	City
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	Oklahoma City
	50/29
	55/33
	63/41
	73/50
	80/60
	88/68
	94/72
	93/71
	85/63
	73/52
	62/40
	51/31



	Tulsa
	48/27
	53/31
	62/40
	72/49
	79/59
	88/68
	93/73
	93/71
	84/62
	73/51
	61/40
	49/30



	Lawton
	50/26
	56/31
	65/40
	73/49
	82/59
	90/68
	96/73
	95/71
	86/63
	76/51
	62/39
	52/30



	Average high/low temperatures in °F[46][47]
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 History




Main article: History of Oklahoma[image: External link]


Evidence exists indigenous peoples traveled through Oklahoma as early as the last ice age[image: External link].[48] Ancestors of the Wichita[image: External link], Kichai[image: External link], Teyas[image: External link], Escanjaques[image: External link], and Caddo[image: External link] lived in what is now Oklahoma. Southern Plains Villagers[image: External link] lived in the central and west of the state, with a subgroup, the Panhandle culture[image: External link] people living in panhandle region. Caddoan Mississippian culture[image: External link] peoples lived in the eastern part of the state. Spiro Mounds[image: External link], in what is now Spiro, Oklahoma[image: External link], was a major Mississippian[image: External link] mound complex that flourished between AD 850 and 1450.[49][50]

The Spaniard Francisco Vásquez de Coronado[image: External link] traveled through the state in 1541,[51] but French explorers claimed the area in the 1700s.[52] In the 18th century, Kiowa, Apache, and Comanche entered the region from the west and Quapaw and Osage peoples moved into what is now eastern Oklahoma. French colonists claimed the region until 1803, when all the French territory west of the Mississippi River was purchased by the United States in the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link].[51]

The territory now known as Oklahoma was first a part of the Arkansas Territory[image: External link] from 1819 until 1828.

During the 19th century, thousands of Native Americans were expelled from their ancestral homelands from across North America and transported to the area including and surrounding present-day Oklahoma. The Choctaw was the first of the Five Civilized Tribes[image: External link] to be removed from the southeastern United States. The phrase "Trail of Tears[image: External link]" originated from a description of the removal of the Choctaw[image: External link] Nation in 1831, although the term is usually used for the Cherokee[image: External link] removal.[53]

17,000 Cherokees and 2,000 of their black slaves were deported.[54] The area, already occupied by Osage[image: External link] and Quapaw[image: External link] tribes, was called for the Choctaw Nation[image: External link] until revised Native American and then later American policy redefined the boundaries to include other Native Americans. By 1890, more than 30 Native American nations and tribes had been concentrated on land within Indian Territory[image: External link] or "Indian Country".[55]

All Five Civilized Tribes supported and signed treaties with the Confederate[image: External link] military during the American Civil War[image: External link]. The Cherokee Nation[image: External link] had an internal civil war.[56] Slavery in Indian Territory was not abolished until 1866.[57]

In the period between 1866 and 1899,[51] cattle ranches in Texas strove to meet the demands for food in eastern cities and railroads in Kansas promised to deliver in a timely manner. Cattle trails[image: External link] and cattle ranches developed as cowboys[image: External link] either drove their product north or settled illegally in Indian Territory.[51] In 1881, four of five major cattle trails on the western frontier traveled through Indian Territory.[58]

Increased presence of white settlers in Indian Territory prompted the United States Government to establish the Dawes Act[image: External link] in 1887, which divided the lands of individual tribes into allotments for individual families, encouraging farming and private land ownership among Native Americans but expropriating land to the federal government. In the process, railroad companies took nearly half of Indian-held land within the territory for outside settlers and for purchase.[59]

Major land runs[image: External link], including the Land Run of 1889[image: External link], were held for settlers where certain territories were opened to settlement starting at a precise time. Usually land was open to settlers on a first come first served basis.[60] Those who broke the rules by crossing the border into the territory before the official opening time were said to have been crossing the border sooner, leading to the term sooners[image: External link], which eventually became the state's official nickname.[61]

Deliberations to make the territory into a state began near the end of the 19th century, when the Curtis Act[image: External link] continued the allotment of Indian tribal land.
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 20th and 21st centuries




Attempts to create an all-Indian state named Oklahoma and a later attempt to create an all-Indian state named Sequoyah[image: External link] failed but the Sequoyah Statehood Convention of 1905 eventually laid the groundwork for the Oklahoma Statehood Convention, which took place two years later.[62] On November 16, 1907, Oklahoma was established as the 46th state in the Union.

The new state became a focal point for the emerging oil industry[image: External link], as discoveries of oil pools prompted towns to grow rapidly in population and wealth. Tulsa eventually became known as the "Oil Capital of the World[image: External link]" for most of the 20th century and oil investments fueled much of the state's early economy.[63] In 1927, Oklahoman businessman Cyrus Avery[image: External link], known as the "Father of Route 66", began the campaign to create U.S. Route 66[image: External link]. Using a stretch of highway from Amarillo, Texas[image: External link] to Tulsa, Oklahoma to form the original portion of Highway 66, Avery spearheaded the creation of the U.S. Highway 66 Association[image: External link] to oversee the planning of Route 66, based in his hometown of Tulsa.[64]

Oklahoma also has a rich African American history. Many black towns thrived in the early 20th century because of black settlers moving from neighboring states, especially Kansas. The politician Edward P. McCabe[image: External link] encouraged black settlers to come to what was then Indian Territory. He discussed with President Theodore Roosevelt the possibility of making Oklahoma a majority-black state.

By the early 20th century, the Greenwood[image: External link] neighborhood of Tulsa was one of the most prosperous African-American communities in the United States.[65] Jim Crow laws[image: External link] had established racial segregation[image: External link] since before the start of the 20th century, but the blacks had created a thriving area.

Social tensions were exacerbated by the revival of the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] after 1915. The Tulsa Race Riot[image: External link] broke out in 1921, with whites attacking blacks. In one of the costliest episodes of racial violence in American history, sixteen hours of rioting resulted in 35 city blocks destroyed, $1.8 million in property damage, and a death toll estimated to be as high as 300 people.[66] By the late 1920s, the Ku Klux Klan had declined to negligible influence within the state.[67]

During the 1930s, parts of the state began suffering the consequences of poor farming practices, extended drought and high winds. Known as the Dust Bowl[image: External link], areas of Kansas, Texas, New Mexico and northwestern Oklahoma[image: External link] were hampered by long periods of little rainfall and abnormally high temperatures, sending thousands of farmers into poverty and forcing them to relocate to more fertile areas of the western United States.[68] Over a twenty-year period ending in 1950, the state saw its only historical decline in population, dropping 6.9 percent as impoverished families migrated out of the state after the Dust Bowl.

Soil[image: External link] and water conservation[image: External link] projects markedly changed practices in the state and led to the construction of massive flood control systems and dams; they built hundreds of reservoirs and man-made lakes to supply water for domestic needs and agricultural irrigation. By the 1960s, Oklahoma had created more than 200 lakes, the most in the nation.[17][69]

In 1995, Oklahoma City was the site of one of the most destructive acts of domestic terrorism in American history. The Oklahoma City bombing[image: External link] of April 19, 1995, in which Timothy McVeigh[image: External link] detonated a large, crude explosive device outside the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building[image: External link], killed 168 people, including 19 children. For his crime, McVeigh was executed by the federal government on June 11, 2001. His accomplice, Terry Nichols[image: External link], is serving life in prison without parole for helping plan the attack and prepare the explosive.[70]

On May 31, 2016, several cities experienced record setting flooding[image: External link].[71][72]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Oklahoma[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1890[image: External link]
	258,657
	
	—



	1900[image: External link]
	790,391
	
	205.6%



	1910[image: External link]
	1,657,155
	
	109.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	2,028,283
	
	22.4%



	1930[image: External link]
	2,396,040
	
	18.1%



	1940[image: External link]
	2,336,434
	
	−2.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	2,233,351
	
	−4.4%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,328,284
	
	4.3%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,559,229
	
	9.9%



	1980[image: External link]
	3,025,290
	
	18.2%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,145,585
	
	4.0%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,450,654
	
	9.7%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,751,351
	
	8.7%



	Est. 2016
	3,923,561
	
	4.6%



	U.S. Decennial Census[73]

2015 Estimate[4]




The United States Census Bureau estimates Oklahoma's population was 3,923,561 on July 1, 2016, a 4.6% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[74]

At the 2010 Census[image: External link], 68.7% of the population was non-Hispanic White[image: External link], down from 88% in 1970,[75] 7.3% non-Hispanic Black[image: External link] or African American, 8.2% non-Hispanic American Indian and Alaska Native, 1.7% non-Hispanic Asian, 0.1% non-Hispanic Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, 0.1% from some other race (non-Hispanic) and 5.1% of two or more races (non-Hispanic). 8.9% of Oklahoma's population was of Hispanic[image: External link], Latino, or Spanish origin (they may be of any race).



	Oklahoma racial breakdown of population



	Racial composition
	1970[75]
	1990[75]
	2000[76]
	2010[77]



	White[image: External link]
	89.1%
	82.1%
	76.2%
	72.0%



	Native[image: External link]
	3.8%
	8.0%
	7.9%
	8.7%



	Black[image: External link]
	6.7%
	7.4%
	7.6%
	7.4%



	Asian[image: External link]
	0.1%
	1.1%
	1.4%
	1.7%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.1%
	0.1%



	Other race[image: External link]
	0.2%
	1.3%
	2.4%
	4.1%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	4.5%
	6.0%




As of 2011, 47.3% of Oklahoma's population younger than age 1 were minorities, meaning they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white.[78]

As of 2008 Oklahoma had a population of 3,642,361[79] with an estimated 2005 ancestral makeup of 14.5% German, 13.1% American[image: External link], 11.8% Irish[image: External link], 9.6% English[image: External link], 8.1% African American[image: External link], and 11.4% Native American (including 7.9% Cherokee[80]) though the percentage of people claiming American Indian as their only race was 8.1%.[81] Most people from Oklahoma who self-identify as having American ancestry[image: External link] are of overwhelmingly English[image: External link] ancestry with significant amounts of Scottish[image: External link] and Welsh[image: External link] inflection as well.[82][83]

The state had the second-highest number of Native Americans in 2002, estimated at 395,219, as well as the second highest percentage among all states.[80]

In 2011, U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey[image: External link] data from 2005-2009 indicated about 5% of Oklahoma's residents were born outside the United States. This is lower than the national figure (about 12.5% of U.S. residents were foreign-born).[84]

The center of population[image: External link] of Oklahoma is in Lincoln County[image: External link] near the town of Sparks[image: External link].[85]

The state's 2006 per capita personal income ranked 37th at $32,210, though it has the third fastest-growing per capita income in the nation[14] and ranks consistently among the lowest states in cost of living index.[86] The Oklahoma City suburb Nichols Hills[image: External link] is first on Oklahoma locations by per capita income[image: External link] at $73,661, though Tulsa County[image: External link] holds the highest average.[87][88] In 2011, 7.0% of Oklahomans were under the age of 5, 24.7% under 18, and 13.7% were 65 or older. Females made up 50.5% of the population.[89]






	Demographics of Oklahoma



	By race[image: External link]
	White
	Black
	AIAN*
	Asian
	NHPI*



	2000 (total population)
	82.59%
	8.31%
	11.39%
	1.71%
	0.15%



	2000 (Hispanic only)
	4.73%
	0.19%
	0.37%
	0.05%
	0.02%



	2005 (total population)
	82.20%
	8.55%
	11.31%
	1.92%
	0.16%



	2005 (Hispanic only)
	6.10%
	0.24%
	0.35%
	0.06%
	0.03%



	Growth 2000–05 (total population)
	2.33%
	5.76%
	2.04%
	15.49%
	9.51%



	Growth 2000–05 (non-Hispanic only)
	0.50%
	5.17%
	2.22%
	15.19%
	9.47%



	Growth 2000–05 (Hispanic only)
	32.58%
	31.44%
	-3.27%
	25.17%
	9.69%



	* AIAN is American Indian or Alaskan Native; NHPI is Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
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 Cities and towns




The state is in the Southern[image: External link] United States[image: External link]. According to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], Oklahoma is the 28th most populous state[image: External link] with 3,751,616 inhabitants but the 19th largest by land area[image: External link] spanning 68,594.92 square miles (177,660.0 km2) of land.[90] Oklahoma is divided into 77 counties[image: External link] and contains 597 incorporated[image: External link] municipalities consisting of cities and towns.[91]

In Oklahoma, cities are all those incorporated communities which are 1000 or more in population and are incorporated as cities.[92] Towns are limited to town board type of municipal government. Cities may choose among aldermanic, mayoral, council-manager, and home-rule charter types of government.[93] Cities may also petition to incorporate as towns.[94]
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 Language




The English language has been official in the state of Oklahoma since 2010.[96] The variety of North American English[image: External link] spoken is called Oklahoma English, and this dialect is quite diverse with its uneven blending of features of North Midland, South Midland, and Southern[image: External link] dialects.[97] In 2000, 2,977,187 Oklahomans—92.6% of the resident population five years or older—spoke only English at home, a decrease from 95% in 1990.[97] 238,732 Oklahoma residents reported speaking a language other than English in the 2000 census, about 7.4% of the state's population.[97] Spanish[image: External link] is the second-most commonly spoken language in the state, with 141,060 speakers counted in 2000.[97] The most commonly spoken native North American language is Cherokee[image: External link], with 10,000 speakers living within the Cherokee Nation[image: External link] tribal jurisdiction area of eastern Oklahoma.[98] Cherokee is an official language in the Cherokee Nation tribal jurisdiction area and in the United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians[image: External link].[1][2][3]



	Top 10 non-English languages spoken in Oklahoma



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2000)[99]




	Spanish
	4.4%



	Native North American languages[image: External link]
	0.6%



	German and Vietnamese (tied)
	0.4%



	French
	0.3%



	Chinese
	0.2%



	Korean, Arabic, Tagalog[image: External link], Japanese (tied)
	0.1%




German has 13,444 speakers representing about 0.4% of the state's population,[97] and Vietnamese is spoken by 11,330 people,[97] or about 0.4% of the population,[97] many of whom live in the Asia District[image: External link] of Oklahoma City. Other languages include French with 8,258 speakers (0.3%), Chinese[image: External link] with 6,413 (0.2%), Korean with 3,948 (0.1%), Arabic with 3,265 (0.1%), other Asian languages with 3,134 (0.1%), Tagalog[image: External link] with 2,888 (0.1%), Japanese with 2,546 (0.1%), and African languages with 2,546 (0.1%).[97] In addition to Cherokee, more than 25 Native American languages[image: External link] are spoken in Oklahoma,[18] second only to California[image: External link] (though, it should be noted only Cherokee exhibits language vitality at present).
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 Religion







	Religion in Oklahoma (2010)



	Religion
	
	
	Percent
	



	Evangelical Protestant
	
  


	53%



	Mainline Protestant
	
  


	16%



	Catholic
	
  


	13%



	Unaffiliated
	
  


	12%



	Other
	
  


	6%






Oklahoma is part of a geographical region characterized by conservative and Evangelical Christianity known as the "Bible Belt[image: External link]". Spanning the southern and eastern parts of the United States, the area is known for politically and socially[image: External link] conservative views, with the Republican Party[image: External link] having the greater number of voters registered between the two parties.[100] Tulsa, the state's second-largest city, home to Oral Roberts University[image: External link], is sometimes called the "buckle of the Bible Belt[image: External link]".[101][102]

According to the Pew Research Center[image: External link], the majority of Oklahoma's religious adherents are Christian, accounting for about 80 percent of the population. The percentage of Oklahomans affiliated with Catholicism is half of the national average, while the percentage affiliated with Evangelical Protestantism is more than twice the national average – tied with Arkansas for the largest percentage of any state.[103]

In 2010, the state's largest church memberships were in the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] (886,394 members), the United Methodist Church[image: External link] (282,347), the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] (178,430), and the Assemblies of God[image: External link] (85,926). Other religions represented in the state include Buddhism[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], and Islam[image: External link].[104]

In 2000, there were about 5,000 Jews[image: External link] and 6,000 Muslims, with 10 congregations to each group.[105]

Oklahoma religious makeup:[105][A]


	
Evangelical[image: External link] Protestant – 53%

	
Mainline Protestant[image: External link] – 16%

	
Roman Catholic[image: External link] – 13%

	Other – 6%[B]


	Unaffiliated – 12%
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Oklahoma[image: External link]


See also: Oklahoma locations by per capita income[image: External link]


Oklahoma is host to a diverse range of sectors including aviation[image: External link], energy, transportation equipment, food processing[image: External link], electronics[image: External link], and telecommunications. Oklahoma is an important producer of natural gas, aircraft, and food[image: External link].[13] The state ranks third in the nation for production of natural gas, is the 27th-most agriculturally productive state, and also ranks 5th in production of wheat.[106] Four Fortune 500[image: External link] companies and six Fortune 1000[image: External link] companies are headquartered in Oklahoma,[107] and it has been rated one of the most business-friendly states in the nation,[108] with the 7th-lowest tax burden in 2007.[109]

In 2010, Oklahoma City-based Love's Travel Stops & Country Stores[image: External link] ranked 18th on the Forbes list of largest private companies, Tulsa-based QuikTrip[image: External link] ranked 37th, and Oklahoma City-based Hobby Lobby[image: External link] ranked 198th in 2010 report.[110] Oklahoma's gross domestic product[image: External link] grew from $131.9 billion in 2006 to $147.5 billion in 2010, a jump of 10.6 percent.[111] Oklahoma's gross domestic product per capita was $35,480 in 2010, which was ranked 40th among the states.[112]

Though oil has historically dominated the state's economy, a collapse in the energy industry[image: External link] during the 1980s led to the loss of nearly 90,000 energy-related jobs between 1980 and 2000, severely damaging the local economy.[113] Oil accounted for 35 billion dollars in Oklahoma's economy in 2007,[114] and employment in the state's oil industry was outpaced by five other industries in 2007.[115] As of September 2015, the state's unemployment rate is 4.4%.[116]
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 Industry




In mid-2011, Oklahoma had a civilian labor force of 1.7 million and non-farm employment fluctuated around 1.5 million.[115] The government sector provides the most jobs, with 339,300 in 2011, followed by the transportation and utilities sector, providing 279,500 jobs, and the sectors of education, business, and manufacturing[image: External link], providing 207,800, 177,400, and 132,700 jobs, respectively.[115] Among the state's largest industries, the aerospace sector generates $11 billion annually.[108]

Tulsa is home to the largest airline maintenance base in the world, which serves as the global maintenance and engineering headquarters for American Airlines[image: External link].[117] In total, aerospace accounts for more than 10 percent of Oklahoma's industrial output, and it is one of the top 10 states in aerospace engine manufacturing.[13] Because of its position in the center of the United States, Oklahoma is also among the top states for logistic centers, and a major contributor to weather-related research.[108]

The state is the top manufacturer of tires in North America and contains one of the fastest-growing biotechnology[image: External link] industries in the nation.[108] In 2005, international exports from Oklahoma's manufacturing industry totaled $4.3 billion, accounting for 3.6 percent of its economic impact.[118] Tire manufacturing, meat processing, oil and gas equipment manufacturing, and air conditioner manufacturing are the state's largest manufacturing industries.[119]
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 Energy




Oklahoma is the nation's third-largest producer of natural gas[image: External link], fifth-largest producer of crude oil, and has the second-greatest number of active drilling rigs[image: External link],[114][120] and ranks fifth in crude oil reserves.[121] While the state ranked eighth for installed wind energy[image: External link] capacity in 2011,[122] it is at the bottom of states in usage of renewable energy[image: External link], with 94 percent of its electricity being generated by non-renewable[image: External link] sources in 2009, including 25 percent from coal and 46 percent from natural gas.[123] Oklahoma has no nuclear power. Ranking 13th for total energy consumption per capita in 2009,[124] Oklahoma's energy costs were 8th lowest in the nation.[125]

As a whole, the oil energy industry contributes $35 billion to Oklahoma's gross domestic product, and employees of Oklahoma oil-related companies earn an average of twice the state's typical yearly income.[114] In 2009, the state had 83,700 commercial oil wells churning 65.374 million barrels (10,393,600 m3) of crude oil.[126] Eight and a half percent of the nation's natural gas supply is held in Oklahoma, with 1.673 trillion cubic feet (47.4 km3) being produced in 2009.[126]

According to Forbes[image: External link] magazine, Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corporation[image: External link], Chesapeake Energy Corporation[image: External link], and SandRidge Energy Corporation[image: External link] are the largest private oil-related companies in the nation,[127] and all of Oklahoma's Fortune 500 companies are energy-related.[107] Tulsa's ONEOK[image: External link] and Williams Companies[image: External link] are the state's largest and second-largest companies respectively, also ranking as the nation's second- and third-largest companies in the field of energy, according to Fortune[image: External link] magazine.[128] The magazine also placed Devon Energy as the second-largest company in the mining and crude oil-producing industry in the nation, while Chesapeake Energy ranks seventh respectively in that sector and Oklahoma Gas & Electric[image: External link] ranks as the 25th-largest gas and electric utility company.[128]

Oklahoma Gas & Electric, commonly referred to as OG&E (NYSE: OGE) operates four base electric power plants in Oklahoma. Two of them are coal-fired power plants: one in Muskogee[image: External link], and the other in Redrock[image: External link]. Two are gas-fired power plants: one in Harrah[image: External link] and the other in Konawa[image: External link]. OG&E was the first electric company in Oklahoma to generate electricity from wind farms in 2003.[129]
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 Wind generation




Main article: Wind power in Oklahoma[image: External link]




	Oklahoma Wind Generation (GWh, Million kWh)



	Year
	Total
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	August
	September
	October
	November
	December



	2009
	2,698
	183
	182
	233
	233
	159
	175
	140
	172
	152
	253
	269
	308



	2010
	3,808
	252
	187
	389
	400
	305
	360
	265
	260
	311
	299
	408
	375



	2011
	5,369
	319
	446
	519
	531
	510
	513
	329
	335
	337
	487
	574
	469



	2012
	
	632
	555
	744
	634
	726
	639
	570
	453
	516
	
	100
	




Source:[130][131]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Agriculture




The 27th-most agriculturally productive state, Oklahoma is fifth in cattle production and fifth in production of wheat.[106][132] Approximately 5.5 percent of American beef comes from Oklahoma, while the state produces 6.1 percent of American wheat, 4.2 percent of American pig products, and 2.2 percent of dairy products.[106]

The state had 85,500 farms in 2012, collectively producing $4.3 billion in animal products and fewer than one billion dollars in crop output with more than $6.1 billion added to the state's gross domestic product.[106] Poultry and swine are its second and third-largest agricultural industries.[132]
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 Culture




Oklahoma is placed in the South by the United States Census Bureau[image: External link],[11] but lies fully or partially in the Midwest[image: External link], Southwest[image: External link], and southern cultural regions[image: External link] by varying definitions, and partially in the Upland South[image: External link] and Great Plains by definitions of abstract geographical-cultural regions.[133] Oklahomans have a high rate of English[image: External link], Scotch-Irish[image: External link], German[image: External link], and Native American[image: External link] ancestry,[134] with 25 different native languages spoken.[18]

Because many Native Americans were forced to move to Oklahoma when White settlement in North America increased, Oklahoma has much linguistic diversity. Mary Linn, an associate professor of anthropology at the University of Oklahoma and the associate curator of Native American languages at the Sam Noble Museum[image: External link], notes Oklahoma also has high levels of language endangerment.[135]

Six governments have claimed the area now known as Oklahoma at different times,[136] and 67 Native American tribes are represented in Oklahoma,[51] including 39 federally recognized tribes[image: External link], who are headquartered and have tribal jurisdictional areas[image: External link] in the state.[137] Western ranchers, Native American tribes, southern settlers, and eastern oil barons have shaped the state's cultural predisposition, and its largest cities have been named among the most underrated cultural destinations in the United States.[138][139]

Residents of Oklahoma are associated with traits of southern hospitality[image: External link] – the 2006 Catalogue for Philanthropy (with data from 2004) ranks Oklahomans 7th in the nation for overall generosity.[140] The state has also been associated with a negative cultural stereotype[image: External link] first popularized by John Steinbeck[image: External link]'s novel The Grapes of Wrath[image: External link], which described the plight of uneducated, poverty-stricken Dust Bowl-era farmers deemed " Okies[image: External link]".[141][142] However, the term is often used in a positive manner by Oklahomans.[141]
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 Arts and theater




Further information: List of Native American artists from Oklahoma[image: External link]


In the state's largest urban areas, pockets of jazz[image: External link] culture flourish,[144] and Native American, Mexican American[image: External link], and Asian American communities produce music and art of their respective cultures.[145] The Oklahoma Mozart Festival in Bartlesville[image: External link] is one of the largest classical music festivals on the southern plains,[146] and Oklahoma City's Festival of the Arts has been named one of the top fine arts festivals in the nation.[144]

The state has a rich history in ballet with five Native American ballerinas attaining worldwide fame. These were Yvonne Chouteau[image: External link], sisters Marjorie[image: External link] and Maria Tallchief[image: External link], Rosella Hightower[image: External link] and Moscelyne Larkin[image: External link], known collectively as the Five Moons[image: External link]. The New York Times[image: External link] rates the Tulsa Ballet[image: External link] as one of the top ballet companies in the United States.[144] The Oklahoma City Ballet[image: External link] and University of Oklahoma's dance program were formed by ballerina Yvonne Chouteau and husband Miguel Terekhov[image: External link]. The University program was founded in 1962 and was the first fully accredited program of its kind in the United States.[147][148]

In Sand Springs[image: External link], an outdoor amphitheater called "Discoveryland!" is the official performance headquarters for the musical Oklahoma![image: External link][149] Ridge Bond[image: External link], native of McAlester, Oklahoma[image: External link],[150] starred in the Broadway[image: External link] and International touring productions of Oklahoma!,[151][152][153][154] playing the role of "Curly McClain" in more than 2,600 performances.[151][155] In 1953 he was featured along with the Oklahoma![image: External link] cast on a CBS[image: External link] Omnibus[image: External link] television broadcast.[155] Bond was instrumental in the title song becoming the Oklahoma state song[150][156] and is also featured on the U.S. postage stamp[image: External link] commemorating the musical's 50th anniversary.[151][157] Historically, the state has produced musical styles such as The Tulsa Sound[image: External link] and western swing[image: External link], which was popularized at Cain's Ballroom[image: External link] in Tulsa. The building, known as the "Carnegie Hall of Western Swing",[158] served as the performance headquarters of Bob Wills[image: External link] and the Texas Playboys[image: External link] during the 1930s.[159] Stillwater is known as the epicenter of Red Dirt[image: External link] music, the best-known proponent of which is the late Bob Childers[image: External link].

Prominent theatre companies in Oklahoma include, in the capital city, Oklahoma City Theatre Company, Carpenter Square Theatre, Oklahoma Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link], and CityRep. CityRep is a professional company affording equity points to those performers and technical theatre professionals. In Tulsa, Oklahoma's oldest resident professional company is American Theatre Company, and Theatre Tulsa[image: External link] is the oldest community theatre[image: External link] company west of the Mississippi. Other companies in Tulsa include Heller Theatre[image: External link] and Tulsa Spotlight Theater. The cities of Norman, Lawton, and Stillwater, among others, also host well-reviewed community theatre companies.

Oklahoma is in the nation's middle percentile in per capita spending on the arts, ranking 17th, and contains more than 300 museums.[144] The Philbrook Museum[image: External link] of Tulsa is considered one of the top 50 fine art[image: External link] museums in the United States,[143] and the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History[image: External link] in Norman, one of the largest university-based art and history museums in the country, documents the natural history of the region.[144] The collections of Thomas Gilcrease[image: External link] are housed in the Gilcrease Museum[image: External link] of Tulsa, which also holds the world's largest, most comprehensive collection of art and artifacts of the American West.[160]

The Egyptian art collection at the Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art[image: External link] in Shawnee is considered to be the finest Egyptian collection between Chicago[image: External link] and Los Angeles.[161] The Oklahoma City Museum of Art[image: External link] contains the most comprehensive collection of glass sculptures by artist Dale Chihuly[image: External link] in the world,[162] and Oklahoma City's National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum[image: External link] documents the heritage of the American Western frontier.[144] With remnants of the Holocaust[image: External link] and artifacts relevant to Judaism, the Sherwin Miller Museum of Jewish Art of Tulsa preserves the largest collection of Jewish art in the Southwest United States.[163]
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 Festivals and events




Oklahoma's centennial celebration was named the top event in the United States for 2007 by the American Bus Association[image: External link],[164] and consisted of multiple celebrations saving with the 100th anniversary of statehood[image: External link] on November 16, 2007. Annual ethnic festivals and events take place throughout the state such as Native American powwows and ceremonial events, and include festivals (as examples) in Scottish[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], German[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], Vietnamese[image: External link], Chinese[image: External link], Czech[image: External link], Jewish[image: External link], Arab[image: External link], Mexican[image: External link] and African-American communities depicting cultural heritage or traditions.

During a 10-day run in Oklahoma City, the State Fair of Oklahoma[image: External link] attracts roughly one million people[165] along with the annual Festival of the Arts. Large national pow-wows[image: External link], various Latin and Asian[image: External link] heritage festivals, and cultural festivals such as the Juneteenth[image: External link] celebrations are held in Oklahoma City each year. The Tulsa State Fair[image: External link] attracts over one million people during its 10-day run,[166] and the city's Mayfest festival entertained more than 375,000 people in four days during 2007.[167] In 2006, Tulsa's Oktoberfest[image: External link] was named one of the top 10 in the world by USA Today[image: External link] and one of the top German food festivals in the nation by Bon Appetit[image: External link] magazine.[168]

Norman plays host to the Norman Music Festival[image: External link], a festival that highlights native Oklahoma bands and musicians. Norman is also host to the Medieval Fair of Norman, which has been held annually since 1976 and was Oklahoma's first medieval fair. The Fair was held first on the south oval of the University of Oklahoma campus and in the third year moved to the Duck Pond in Norman until the Fair became too big and moved to Reaves Park in 2003. The Medieval Fair of Norman is Oklahoma's "largest weekend event and the third-largest event in Oklahoma, and was selected by Events Media Network as one of the top 100 events in the nation".[169]
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 Education




See also: List of school districts in Oklahoma[image: External link] and List of colleges and universities in Oklahoma[image: External link]


With an educational system made up of public school[image: External link] districts and independent private institutions[image: External link], Oklahoma had 638,817 students enrolled in 1,845 public primary, secondary, and vocational[image: External link] schools in 533 school districts[image: External link] as of 2008.[170] Oklahoma has the highest enrollment of Native American students in the nation with 126,078 students in the 2009–10 school year.[171] Ranked near the bottom of states in expenditures per student, Oklahoma spent $7,755 for each student in 2008, 47th in the nation,[170] though its growth of total education expenditures between 1992 and 2002 ranked 22nd.[172]

The state is among the best in pre-kindergarten[image: External link] education, and the National Institute for Early Education Research rated it first in the United States with regard to standards, quality, and access to pre-kindergarten education in 2004, calling it a model for early childhood schooling[image: External link].[173] High school dropout rate decreased from 3.1 to 2.5 percent between 2007 and 2008 with Oklahoma ranked among 18 other states with 3 percent or less dropout rate.[174] In 2004, the state ranked 36th in the nation for the relative number of adults with high school diplomas[image: External link], though at 85.2 percent, it had the highest rate among southern states.[175][176]

Oklahoma State University[image: External link], the University of Oklahoma, the University of Central Oklahoma[image: External link], and Northeastern State University[image: External link] are the largest public institutions of higher education in Oklahoma, operating through one primary campus and satellite campuses throughout the state. The two state universities, along with Oklahoma City University[image: External link] and the University of Tulsa[image: External link], rank among the country's best in undergraduate business programs.[177]

Oklahoma City University School of Law, University of Oklahoma College of Law, and University of Tulsa College of Law are the state's only ABA accredited institutions. Both University of Oklahoma and University of Tulsa are Tier 1 institutions, with the University of Oklahoma ranked 68th and the University of Tulsa ranked 86th in the nation.[178]

Oklahoma holds eleven public regional universities,[179] including Northeastern State University[image: External link], the second-oldest institution of higher education west of the Mississippi River[image: External link],[180] also containing the only College of Optometry[image: External link] in Oklahoma[181] and the largest enrollment of Native American[image: External link] students in the nation by percentage and amount.[180][182] Langston University[image: External link] is Oklahoma's only historically black college. Six of the state's universities were placed in the Princeton Review[image: External link]'s list of best 122 regional colleges in 2007,[183] and three made the list of top colleges for best value. The state has 55 post-secondary technical institutions operated by Oklahoma's CareerTech program[image: External link] for training in specific fields of industry or trade.[170]

In the 2007–2008 school year, there were 181,973 undergraduate students, 20,014 graduate students, and 4,395 first-professional degree students enrolled in Oklahoma colleges. Of these students, 18,892 received a bachelor's degree, 5,386 received a master's degree, and 462 received a first professional degree. This means the state of Oklahoma produces an average of 38,278 degree-holders per completions component (i.e. July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008). National average is 68,322 total degrees awarded per completions component.[184]
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 Non-English education




The Cherokee Nation[image: External link] instigated a 10-year language preservation plan that involved growing new fluent speakers of the Cherokee language[image: External link] from childhood on up through school immersion programs as well as a collaborative community effort to continue to use the language at home.[185] This plan was part of an ambitious goal that in 50 years, 80% or more of the Cherokee people will be fluent in the language.[186] The Cherokee Preservation Foundation[image: External link] has invested $3 million into opening schools, training teachers, and developing curricula for language education, as well as initiating community gatherings where the language can be actively used.[186] A Cherokee language immersion school in Tahlequah, Oklahoma[image: External link] educates students from pre-school through eighth grade.[187] Graduates are fluent speakers of the language. Several universities offer Cherokee as a second language, including the University of Oklahoma and Northeastern State University[image: External link].
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 Sports




Oklahoma has teams in basketball[image: External link], football[image: External link], arena football[image: External link], baseball[image: External link], soccer[image: External link], hockey[image: External link], and wrestling[image: External link] in Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Enid, Norman, and Lawton. The Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) is the state's only major league sports franchise[image: External link]. The state had a team in the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link], the Tulsa Shock[image: External link], from 2010[image: External link] through 2015[image: External link], but the team relocated to Dallas–Fort Worth[image: External link] after that season[188] and became the Dallas Wings[image: External link].[189] Oklahoma supports teams in several minor leagues, including Minor League Baseball[image: External link] at the AAA and AA levels (Oklahoma City Dodgers[image: External link] and Tulsa Drillers[image: External link], respectively), hockey's ECHL[image: External link] with the Tulsa Oilers[image: External link], and a number of indoor football leagues. In the last-named sport, the state's most notable team was the Tulsa Talons[image: External link], which played in the Arena Football League[image: External link] until 2012, when the team was moved to San Antonio. The Oklahoma Defenders[image: External link] replaced the Talons as Tulsa's only professional arena football team, playing the CPIFL[image: External link]. The Oklahoma City Blue[image: External link], of the NBA Development League[image: External link], relocated to Oklahoma City from Tulsa in 2014, where they were formerly known as the Tulsa 66ers. Tulsa is the base for the Tulsa Revolution[image: External link], which plays in the American Indoor Soccer League[image: External link].[190] Enid and Lawton host professional basketball teams in the USBL[image: External link] and the CBA[image: External link].

The NBA's New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] became the first major league sports franchise based in Oklahoma when the team was forced to relocate[image: External link] to Oklahoma City's Ford Center, now known as Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link], for two seasons following Hurricane Katrina[image: External link] in 2005.[191] In July 2008, the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link], a franchise owned by the Professional Basketball Club LLC[image: External link], a group of Oklahoma City businessmen led by Clay Bennett[image: External link], relocated to Oklahoma City[image: External link] and announced play would begin at the Ford Center as the Oklahoma City Thunder for the 2008–09 season[image: External link], becoming the state's first permanent major league franchise.[192]

Collegiate athletics[image: External link] are a popular draw in the state. The state has four schools that compete at the highest level of college sports, NCAA Division I[image: External link]. The most prominent are the state's two members of the Big 12 Conference[image: External link],[193] one of the so-called Power Five conferences[image: External link] of the top tier of college football, Division I FBS[image: External link]. The University of Oklahoma[image: External link] and Oklahoma State University[image: External link] average well over 50,000 fans attending their football games, and Oklahoma's football program ranked 12th in attendance among American colleges in 2010, with an average of 84,738 people attending its home games.[194] The two universities meet several times each year in rivalry matches known as the Bedlam Series[image: External link], which are some of the greatest sporting draws to the state. Sports Illustrated[image: External link] magazine rates Oklahoma and Oklahoma State among the top colleges for athletics in the nation.[195][196] Two private institutions in Tulsa, the University of Tulsa[image: External link] and Oral Roberts University[image: External link]; are also Division I members. Tulsa competes in FBS football and other sports in the American Athletic Conference[image: External link],[197] while Oral Roberts, which does not sponsor football,[198] is a member of The Summit League[image: External link].[199] In addition, 12 of the state's smaller colleges and universities compete in NCAA Division II[image: External link] as members of four different conferences,[200][201][202][203] and eight other Oklahoma institutions participate in the NAIA[image: External link], mostly within the Sooner Athletic Conference[image: External link].[204]

Regular LPGA[image: External link] tournaments are held at Cedar Ridge Country Club in Tulsa, and major championships[image: External link] for the PGA[image: External link] or LPGA have been played at Southern Hills Country Club[image: External link] in Tulsa, Oak Tree Country Club in Oklahoma City, and Cedar Ridge Country Club in Tulsa.[205] Rated one of the top golf courses in the nation, Southern Hills has hosted four PGA Championships[image: External link], including one in 2007, and three U.S. Opens[image: External link], the most recent in 2001.[206] Rodeos[image: External link] are popular throughout the state, and Guymon[image: External link], in the state's panhandle, hosts one of the largest in the nation.[207]
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 Current teams






	Basketball



	Club
	Type
	League
	Venue
	City
	Area (Metro/Region)



	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Men's Basketball[image: External link]
	NBA[image: External link]
	Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City
	OKC Metro[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Blue[image: External link]
	Men's Basketball[image: External link]
	NBADL[image: External link]
	Cox Convention Center[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City
	OKC Metro[image: External link]






	Baseball



	Club
	Type
	League
	Venue
	City
	Area (Metro/Region)



	Oklahoma City Dodgers[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	PCL[image: External link] ( AAA[image: External link])
	Chickasaw Bricktown Ballpark[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City
	OKC Metro[image: External link]



	Tulsa Drillers[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Texas League[image: External link] ( AA[image: External link])
	ONEOK Field[image: External link]
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	Tulsa Metro[image: External link]






	Hockey



	Club
	Type
	League
	Venue
	City
	Area (Metro/Region)



	Tulsa Oilers[image: External link]
	Hockey[image: External link]
	ECHL[image: External link]
	BOK Center[image: External link]
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	Tulsa Metro[image: External link]






	Football



	Club
	Type
	League
	Venue
	City
	Area (Metro/Region)



	Oklahoma Defenders[image: External link]
	Indoor Football[image: External link]
	CPIFL[image: External link]
	Tulsa Convention Center[image: External link]
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	Tulsa Metro[image: External link]



	Oklahoma Thunder[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	GDFL[image: External link]
	Bixby High School
	Bixby[image: External link]
	Tulsa Metro[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Bounty Hunters
	Football[image: External link]
	GDFL[image: External link]
	Putnam City Stadium[image: External link]
	Warr Acres[image: External link]
	OKC Metro[image: External link]






	Soccer



	Club
	Type
	League
	Venue
	City
	Area (Metro/Region)



	Tulsa Spirit[image: External link]
	Women's Soccer[image: External link]
	WPSL[image: External link]
	Union 8th[image: External link]
	Broken Arrow[image: External link]
	Tulsa Metro[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City FC[image: External link]
	Women's Soccer[image: External link]
	WPSL[image: External link]
	Miller Stadium[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City
	OKC Metro[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Energy[image: External link]
	Men's Soccer[image: External link]
	USL[image: External link]
	Taft Stadium[image: External link];
	Oklahoma City
	OKC Metro[image: External link]



	Tulsa Roughnecks[image: External link]
	Men's Soccer[image: External link]
	USL[image: External link]
	ONEOK Field[image: External link]
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	Tulsa Metro[image: External link]



	Tulsa Athletics[image: External link]
	Men's Soccer[image: External link]
	NPSL[image: External link]
	Drillers Stadium[image: External link]
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	Tulsa Metro[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Health




Oklahoma was the 21st-largest recipient of medical funding from the federal government in 2005, with health-related federal expenditures in the state totaling $75,801,364; immunizations[image: External link], bioterrorism[image: External link] preparedness, and health education were the top three most funded medical items.[208] Instances of major diseases are near the national average in Oklahoma, and the state ranks at or slightly above the rest of the country in percentage of people with asthma[image: External link], diabetes[image: External link], cancer, and hypertension[image: External link].[208]

In 2000, Oklahoma ranked 45th in physicians per capita and slightly below the national average in nurses per capita, but was slightly over the national average in hospital beds per 100,000 people and above the national average in net growth of health services over a 12-year period.[209] One of the worst states for percentage of insured people, nearly 25 percent of Oklahomans between the age of 18 and 64 did not have health insurance in 2005, the fifth-highest rate in the nation.[210]

Oklahomans are in the upper half of Americans in terms of obesity[image: External link] prevalence, and the state is the 5th most obese in the nation, with 30.3 percent of its population at or near obesity.[211] Oklahoma ranked last among the 50 states in a 2007 study by the Commonwealth Fund[image: External link] on health care performance.[212]

The OU Medical Center[image: External link], Oklahoma's largest collection of hospitals, is the only hospital in the state designated a Level I trauma center[image: External link] by the American College of Surgeons[image: External link]. OU Medical Center is on the grounds of the Oklahoma Health Center in Oklahoma City, the state's largest concentration of medical research facilities.[213][214]

The Cancer Treatment Centers of America at Southwestern Regional Medical Center in Tulsa is one of four such regional facilities nationwide, offering cancer treatment to the entire southwestern United States, and is one of the largest cancer treatment hospitals in the country.[215] The largest osteopathic[image: External link] teaching facility in the nation, Oklahoma State University Medical Center[image: External link] at Tulsa, also rates as one of the largest facilities in the field of neuroscience[image: External link].[216][217]
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 Media




Main articles: List of newspapers in Oklahoma[image: External link], List of radio stations in Oklahoma[image: External link], and List of television stations in Oklahoma[image: External link]


Oklahoma City and Tulsa are the 45th and 61st-largest media markets[image: External link] in the United States as ranked by Nielsen Media Research[image: External link]. The state's third-largest media market, Lawton-Wichita Falls, Texas[image: External link], is ranked 149th nationally by the agency.[219] Broadcast television[image: External link] in Oklahoma began in 1949 when KFOR-TV[image: External link] (then WKY-TV) in Oklahoma City and KOTV-TV[image: External link] in Tulsa began broadcasting a few months apart.[220] Currently, all major American broadcast networks[image: External link] have affiliated television stations in the state.[221]

The state has two primary newspapers. The Oklahoman[image: External link], based in Oklahoma City, is the largest newspaper in the state and 54th-largest in the nation by circulation, with a weekday readership of 138,493 and a Sunday readership of 202,690. The Tulsa World[image: External link], the second-most widely circulated newspaper in Oklahoma and 79th in the nation, holds a Sunday circulation of 132,969 and a weekday readership of 93,558.[218] Oklahoma's first newspaper was established in 1844, called the Cherokee Advocate, and was written in both Cherokee[image: External link] and English.[222] In 2006, there were more than 220 newspapers in the state, including 177 with weekly publications and 48 with daily publications.[222]

The state's first radio station, WKY in Oklahoma City, signed on in 1920, followed by KRFU in Bristow[image: External link], which later on moved to Tulsa and became KVOO[image: External link] in 1927.[223] In 2006, there were more than 500 radio stations in Oklahoma broadcasting with various local or nationally owned networks. Five universities in Oklahoma operate non-commercial, public radio stations/networks.[224]

Oklahoma has a few ethnic-oriented TV stations broadcasting in Spanish, Asian[image: External link] languages and sometimes have Native American programming. TBN[image: External link], a Christian religious television network has a studio in Tulsa, and built their first entirely TBN-owned affiliate in Oklahoma City in 1980.[225]
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 Transportation




Transportation in Oklahoma is generated by an anchor system of Interstate Highways[image: External link], intercity rail[image: External link] lines, airports, inland ports[image: External link], and mass transit[image: External link] networks. Situated along an integral point in the United States Interstate network, Oklahoma contains three interstate highways[image: External link] and four auxiliary Interstate Highways[image: External link]. In Oklahoma City, Interstate 35[image: External link] intersects with Interstate 44[image: External link] and Interstate 40[image: External link], forming one of the most important intersections along the United States highway system.[226]

More than 12,000 miles (19,000 km) of roads make up the state's major highway skeleton, including state-operated highways, ten turnpikes[image: External link] or major toll roads,[226] and the longest drivable stretch of Route 66 in the nation.[227] In 2008, Interstate 44 in Oklahoma City was Oklahoma's busiest highway, with a daily traffic volume of 123,300 cars.[228] In 2010, the state had the nation's third highest number of bridges classified as structurally deficient, with nearly 5,212 bridges in disrepair, including 235 National Highway System Bridges.[229]

Oklahoma's largest commercial airport is Will Rogers World Airport[image: External link] in Oklahoma City, averaging a yearly passenger count of more than 3.5 million (1.7 million boardings) in 2010.[230] Tulsa International Airport[image: External link], the state's second-largest commercial airport, served more than 1.3 million boardings in 2010.[231] Between the two, six airlines operate in Oklahoma.[232][233] In terms of traffic, R. L. Jones Jr. (Riverside) Airport[image: External link] in Tulsa is the state's busiest airport, with 335,826 takeoffs and landings in 2008.[234] Oklahoma has over 150 public-use airports.[235]

Oklahoma is connected to the nation's rail network via Amtrak[image: External link]'s Heartland Flyer[image: External link], its only regional passenger rail line. It currently stretches from Oklahoma City to Fort Worth, Texas[image: External link], though lawmakers began seeking funding in early 2007 to connect the Heartland Flyer to Tulsa[image: External link].[236]

Two inland ports on rivers serve Oklahoma: the Port of Muskogee[image: External link] and the Tulsa Port of Catoosa[image: External link]. The state's only port handling international cargo, the Tulsa Port of Catoosa is the most inland ocean-going port in the nation and ships over two million tons of cargo each year.[237][238] Both ports are on the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System[image: External link], which connects barge[image: External link] traffic from Tulsa and Muskogee to the Mississippi River via the Verdigris[image: External link] and Arkansas rivers, contributing to one of the busiest waterways in the world.[238]
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 Law and government




Main article: Government of Oklahoma[image: External link]


Oklahoma is a constitutional republic with a government modeled after the Federal Government of the United States[image: External link], with executive, legislative, and judicial branches.[239] The state has 77 counties[image: External link] with jurisdiction over most local government functions within each respective domain,[24] five congressional districts[image: External link], and a voting base with a plurality in the Democratic Party[image: External link].[240] State officials are elected by plurality voting[image: External link] in the state of Oklahoma.

Oklahoma is one of 32 states with capital punishment[image: External link] as a legal sentence, and the state has had (between 1976 through mid-2011) the highest per capita execution rate in the US.[241]
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 State government




See also: Governor of Oklahoma[image: External link], Oklahoma Legislature[image: External link], and Oklahoma Supreme Court[image: External link]


The Legislature of Oklahoma[image: External link] consists of the Senate[image: External link] and the House of Representatives[image: External link]. As the lawmaking branch of the state government, it is responsible for raising and distributing the money necessary to run the government. The Senate has 48 members serving four-year terms, while the House has 101 members with two-year terms. The state has a term limit[image: External link] for its legislature that restricts any one person to twelve cumulative years service between both legislative branches.[242][243]

Oklahoma's judicial branch consists of the Oklahoma Supreme Court[image: External link], the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals[image: External link], and 77 District Courts that each serve one county. The Oklahoma judiciary also contains two independent courts: a Court of Impeachment[image: External link] and the Oklahoma Court on the Judiciary[image: External link]. Oklahoma has two courts of last resort: the state Supreme Court hears civil cases, and the state Court of Criminal Appeals hears criminal cases (this split system exists only in Oklahoma and neighboring Texas). Judges of those two courts, as well as the Court of Civil Appeals are appointed by the Governor upon the recommendation of the state Judicial Nominating Commission, and are subject to a non-partisan[image: External link] retention vote on a six-year rotating schedule.[242]

The executive branch consists of the Governor[image: External link], their staff, and other elected officials. The principal head of government, the Governor is the chief executive of the Oklahoma executive branch, serving as the ex officio[image: External link] Commander-in-Chief[image: External link] of the Oklahoma National Guard[image: External link] when not called into Federal[image: External link] use and reserving the power to veto bills passed through the Legislature. The responsibilities of the Executive branch include submitting the budget, ensuring state laws are enforced, and ensuring peace within the state is preserved.[244]
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 Local government




The state is divided into 77 counties[image: External link] that govern locally, each headed by a three-member council of elected commissioners, a tax assessor, clerk, court clerk[image: External link], treasurer, and sheriff[image: External link].[245] While each municipality operates as a separate and independent local government with executive, legislative and judicial power, county governments maintain jurisdiction over both incorporated cities and non-incorporated areas within their boundaries, but have executive power but no legislative or judicial power. Both county and municipal governments collect taxes, employ a separate police force, hold elections, and operate emergency response services within their jurisdiction.[246][247] Other local government units include school districts[image: External link], technology center districts, community college districts, rural fire departments, rural water districts, and other special use districts.

Thirty-nine Native American tribal governments are based in Oklahoma, each holding limited powers within designated areas. While Indian reservations[image: External link] typical in most of the United States are not present in Oklahoma, tribal governments hold land granted during the Indian Territory era, but with limited jurisdiction and no control over state governing bodies such as municipalities and counties. Tribal governments are recognized by the United States as quasi-sovereign entities with executive, judicial, and legislative powers over tribal members and functions, but are subject to the authority of the United States Congress[image: External link] to revoke or withhold certain powers. The tribal governments are required to submit a constitution and any subsequent amendments to the United States Congress for approval.[248][249]

Oklahoma has 11 substate districts including the two large Councils of Governments, INCOG in Tulsa (Indian Nations Council of Governments) and ACOG (Association of Central Oklahoma Governments). For a complete list visit the Oklahoma Association of Regional Councils[image: External link].
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 National politics






	Presidential election results



	Year
	Republicans[image: External link]
	Democrats[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	
65.32% 949,136

	28.93% 420,375




	2012[image: External link]
	
66.77% 891,325

	33.23% 443,547




	2008[image: External link]
	
65.65% 960,165

	34.35% 502,496




	2004[image: External link]
	
65.57% 959,792

	34.43% 503,966




	2000[image: External link]
	
60.31% 744,337

	38.43% 474,276




	1996[image: External link]
	
48.26% 582,315

	40.45% 488,105




	1992[image: External link]
	
42.65% 592,929

	34.02% 473,066




	1988[image: External link]
	
57.93% 678,367

	41.28% 483,423




	1984[image: External link]
	
68.61% 861,530

	30.67% 385,080




	1980[image: External link]
	
60.50% 695,570

	34.97% 402,026




	1976[image: External link]
	
49.96% 545,708

	48.75% 532,442




	1972[image: External link]
	
73.70% 759,025

	24.00% 247,147




	1968[image: External link]
	
47.68% 449,697

	31.99% 301,658




	1964[image: External link]
	44.25% 412,665

	
55.75% 519,834




	1960[image: External link]
	
59.02% 533,039

	40.98% 370,111





Main article: Politics of Oklahoma[image: External link]


Oklahoma has been politically conservative for much of its history, especially recently. During the first half century of statehood, it was considered a Democratic[image: External link] stronghold, being carried by the Republican Party[image: External link] in only two presidential elections ( 1920[image: External link] and 1928[image: External link]). During this time, it was also carried by every winning Democratic candidate up to Harry Truman[image: External link]. However, Oklahoma Democrats were generally considered to be more conservative than Democrats in other states.

After the 1948 election[image: External link], the state turned firmly Republican. Although registered Republicans were a minority in the state until 2015,[251] starting in 1952[image: External link], Oklahoma has been carried by Republican presidential candidates in all but one election ( 1964[image: External link]). This is not to say every election has been a landslide for Republicans: Jimmy Carter[image: External link] lost the state by less than 1.5% in 1976[image: External link], while Michael Dukakis[image: External link] and Bill Clinton[image: External link] both won 40% or more of the state's popular vote in 1988[image: External link] and 1996[image: External link] respectively. Al Gore[image: External link] in 2000[image: External link], though, was the last Democrat to even win any counties in the state. Oklahoma was one of three states, the others being Utah[image: External link] and West Virginia[image: External link], where Barack Obama[image: External link] failed to carry any of its counties in 2012[image: External link], and it was the only state where Barack Obama failed to carry any county in 2008[image: External link]. In 2016, Donald Trump[image: External link], the Republican nominee, again won every county, being one of only two states, the other being West Virginia[image: External link], where Democrat Hillary Clinton[image: External link] failed to carry a single county.

Generally, Republicans are strongest in the suburbs of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, as well as the Panhandle. Democrats are strongest in the eastern part of the state and Little Dixie[image: External link], as well as the most heavily African American and inner parts of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. With a population of 8.6% Native American in the state, it is also worth noting most Native American precincts vote Democratic in margins exceeded only by African Americans[image: External link].[252]

Following the 2000 census[image: External link], the Oklahoma delegation to the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] was reduced from six to five representatives, each serving one congressional district[image: External link]. For the 112th Congress[image: External link] (2011–2013), there were no changes in party strength, and the delegation included four Republicans and one Democrat. In the 112th Congress, Oklahoma's U.S. senators were Republicans Jim Inhofe[image: External link] and Tom Coburn[image: External link], and its U.S. Representatives were John Sullivan[image: External link] (R-OK-1), Dan Boren[image: External link] (D-OK-2), Frank D. Lucas[image: External link] (R-OK-3), Tom Cole[image: External link] (R-OK-4), and James Lankford[image: External link] (R-OK-5).

In 2012, Dan Boren (D-OK-2) retired from Congress, therefore making the seat vacant. This district, which covers most of Little Dixie, is the Democrats' best region of the state, and has been represented by a Democrat for a dozen years. Republican Markwayne Mullin[image: External link] won the election, making the state's congressional delegation entirely Republican.



	Voter registration and party enrollment as of 15 January 2017[100]



	Party
	Number of voters
	Percentage



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	989,358
	45.76%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	852,447
	39.43%



	
	Unaffiliated
	320,076
	14.80%



	Total
	2,161,881
	100%




Further information: Political party strength in Oklahoma[image: External link]
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 Military




Further information: List of military units and installations in Oklahoma[image: External link]


Further information: List of battles fought in Oklahoma[image: External link]
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 Cities and towns




See also: List of cities in Oklahoma[image: External link], List of towns in Oklahoma[image: External link], and List of towns and cities in Oklahoma by population[image: External link]
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 Major cities






	Most Populous Cities[image: External link]



	City
	Population (2012 state estimate)




	1. Oklahoma City[image: External link]

	599,199



	2. Tulsa

	393,987



	3. Norman[image: External link]

	115,562



	4. Broken Arrow[image: External link]

	102,019



	5. Lawton[image: External link]

	98,376



	6. Edmond[image: External link]

	84,885



	7. Moore[image: External link]

	57,810



	8. Midwest City[image: External link]

	56,080



	9. Enid[image: External link]

	49,854



	10. Stillwater[image: External link]

	46,560



	11. Muskogee[image: External link]

	38,981



	12. Bartlesville[image: External link]

	36,245




Oklahoma had 598 incorporated places in 2010, including four cities over 100,000 in population and 43 over 10,000.[253] Two of the fifty-largest cities[image: External link] in the United States are in Oklahoma, Oklahoma City and Tulsa, and 65 percent of Oklahomans live within their metropolitan areas, or spheres of economic and social influence defined by the United States Census Bureau as a metropolitan statistical area[image: External link]. Oklahoma City, the state's capital and largest city, had the largest metropolitan area in the state[image: External link] in 2010, with 1,252,987 people, and the metropolitan area of Tulsa[image: External link] had 937,478 residents.[254] Between 2000 and 2010, the cities that led the state in population growth were Blanchard[image: External link] (172.4%), Elgin[image: External link] (78.2%), Jenks[image: External link] (77.0%), Piedmont[image: External link] (56.7%), Bixby[image: External link] (56.6%), and Owasso[image: External link] (56.3%).[253]

In descending order of population, Oklahoma's largest cities in 2010 were: Oklahoma City (579,999, +14.6%), Tulsa (391,906, −0.3%), Norman (110,925, +15.9%), Broken Arrow[image: External link] (98,850, +32.0%), Lawton (96,867, +4.4%), Edmond[image: External link] (81,405, +19.2%), Moore[image: External link] (55,081, +33.9%), Midwest City[image: External link] (54,371, +0.5%), Enid[image: External link] (49,379, +5.0%), and Stillwater[image: External link] (45,688, +17.0%). Of the state's ten largest cities, three are outside the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, and only Lawton has a metropolitan statistical area of its own as designated by the United States Census Bureau, though the metropolitan statistical area of Fort Smith, Arkansas[image: External link] extends into the state.[87]

Under Oklahoma law, municipalities are divided into two categories: cities, defined as having more than 1,000 residents, and towns, with under 1,000 residents. Both have legislative[image: External link], judicial[image: External link], and public power within their boundaries, but cities can choose between a mayor-council[image: External link], council-manager[image: External link], or strong mayor[image: External link] form of government, while towns operate through an elected officer system.[246]
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 State symbols




See also: List of Oklahoma state symbols[image: External link]


State law codifies Oklahoma's state emblems and honorary positions;[256] the Oklahoma Senate or House of Representatives may adopt resolutions designating others for special events and to benefit organizations. Currently the State Senate is waiting to vote on a change to the state's motto. The House passed HCR 1024, which will change the state motto from "Labor Omnia Vincit" to "Oklahoma-In God We Trust!" The author of the resolution stated a constituent researched the Oklahoma Constitution and found no "official" vote regarding "Labor Omnia Vincit", therefore opening the door for an entirely new motto.

State symbols:[257]


	State cartoon: Gusty Created by Don Woods[image: External link], Oklahoma's first professional meteorologist, used on KTUL-TV from 1954–1989.[258]


	State bird: Scissor-tailed flycatcher[image: External link]


	State tree: Eastern redbud[image: External link]


	State mammal: American bison[image: External link]


	State beverage: Milk[image: External link]


	State fruit: Strawberry[image: External link][259]


	State vegetable: Watermelon[image: External link][260][261]


	State game bird: Wild turkey[image: External link]


	State fish: Sand bass[image: External link]


	State floral emblem: Mistletoe[image: External link]


	State flower: Oklahoma rose[image: External link]


	State wildflower: Indian blanket[image: External link] (Gaillardia pulchella)

	State grass: Indiangrass[image: External link] (Sorghastrum nutans)

	State fossil: Saurophaganax maximus[image: External link][262]


	State rock: Rose rock[image: External link]


	State insect: Honeybee[image: External link]


	State soil: Port Silt Loam[image: External link]


	State reptile: Collared lizard[image: External link]


	State amphibian: Bullfrog[image: External link]


	State meal: Fried okra[image: External link], squash[image: External link], cornbread[image: External link], barbecue[image: External link] pork, biscuits, sausage and gravy[image: External link], grits[image: External link], corn[image: External link], strawberries[image: External link], chicken fried steak[image: External link], pecan pie[image: External link], and black-eyed peas[image: External link].

	State folk dance: Square dance[image: External link]


	State percussive instrument: Drum

	State waltz: "Oklahoma Wind"

	State butterfly: Black swallowtail[image: External link]


	State song: " Oklahoma![image: External link]"

	State language: English; Cherokee and other Native American languages

	State gospel song: "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot[image: External link]"

	State rock song: "Do You Realize??[image: External link]" by The Flaming Lips[image: External link][263]
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 Notes





	
A. ^ Determined by a survey by the Pew Research Center in 2008. Percentages represent claimed religious beliefs, not necessarily membership in any particular congregation. Figures have a ±5 percent margin of error.[103]





	
B. ^ Buddhism[image: External link], Islam, Hinduism[image: External link], Judaism, other faiths each account for less than 1 percent. Jehovah's Witness[image: External link], Mormons[image: External link], Orthodox Christianity[image: External link], and other Christian traditions each compose less than .5% percent. 1% refused to answer the Pew Research Center's survey.[103]
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University of Oklahoma






The University of Oklahoma (OU) is a coeducational[image: External link] public[image: External link] research university[image: External link] in Norman, Oklahoma[image: External link]. Founded in 1890, it had existed in Oklahoma Territory[image: External link] near Indian Territory[image: External link] for 17 years before the two became the state of Oklahoma. In Fall 2016 the university had 31,250 students enrolled,[5] most at its main campus in Norman. Employing nearly 3,000 faculty members,[3] the school offers 152 baccalaureate[image: External link] programs, 160 master's[image: External link] programs, 75 doctorate[image: External link] programs, and 20 majors at the first professional level.[7][8] David Lyle Boren[image: External link], a former U.S. Senator[image: External link] and Oklahoma Governor[image: External link], has served as the university's president since 1994.

The school is ranked first among public universities in enrollment of National Merit Scholars[image: External link] and among the top ten in the graduation of Rhodes Scholars[image: External link].[7] PC Magazine and the Princeton Review rated it one of the "20 Most Wired Colleges" in both 2006[9] and 2008,[10] while the Carnegie Foundation[image: External link] classifies it as a research university[image: External link] with "very high research activity."[11] Its Norman campus has two prominent museums, the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art, specializing in French Impressionism[image: External link] and Native American[image: External link] artwork, and the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History[image: External link], specializing in the natural history of Oklahoma.

The school, well known for its athletic programs, has won 7 NCAA[image: External link] Division I[image: External link] National Football Championships.[12] Its baseball team has won 2 NCAA[image: External link] national championships and the women's softball team won the national championship in 2000, 2013, and 2016. The gymnastics[image: External link] teams have won four national championships since 2002 and its football[image: External link] program has the best winning percentage of any Division I[image: External link]-FBS team since the introduction of the AP Poll[image: External link] in 1936,[13] playing in four BCS national championship games[image: External link] since the inception of the BCS[image: External link] system in 1998.
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 History




With the support of Governor[image: External link] George Washington Steele[image: External link], on December 18, 1890[citation needed[image: External link]] the Oklahoma Territorial[image: External link] legislature established three universities: the state university in Norman, the agricultural and mechanical college in Stillwater[image: External link] (later renamed Oklahoma State University[image: External link]) and a normal school[image: External link] in Edmond[image: External link] (later renamed University of Central Oklahoma[image: External link]).[14] Oklahoma's admission into the union in 1907 led to the renaming of the Norman Territorial University as the University of Oklahoma. Norman residents donated 407 acres (1.6 km2) of land for the university 0.5 miles (0.8 km) south of the Norman railroad depot. The university's first president ordered the planting of trees before the construction of the first campus building because he "could not visualize a treeless university seat."[15] Landscaping remains important to the university.[16]

The university's first president, David Ross Boyd[image: External link], arrived in Norman in August 1892, and the first students enrolled that year. The university established a School of Pharmacy in 1893 because of high demand for pharmacists in the territory. Three years later, the university awarded its first degree to a pharmaceutical chemist.[17] The "Rock Building" in downtown Norman held the initial classes until the university's first building opened on September 6, 1893.[18]

On January 6, 1903, the university's only building burned down and destroyed many records of the early university. Construction began immediately on a new building, as several other towns hoped to convince the university to move. President Boyd and the faculty were not dismayed by the loss. Mathematics professor Frederick Elder said, "What do you need to keep classes going? Two yards of blackboard and a box of chalk."[19] As a response to the fire, English professor Vernon Louis Parrington[image: External link] created a plan for the development of the campus. Most of the plan was never implemented, but Parrington's suggestion for the campus core formed the basis for the North Oval. The North and South Ovals are now distinctive features of the campus.

The campus has a distinctive architecture, with buildings designed in a unique "Cherokee Gothic[image: External link]" style. The style has many features of the Gothic era but has also mixed the designs of local Native American tribes from Oklahoma. This term was coined by the renowned American architect Frank Lloyd Wright when he visited the campus.[20] The university has built over a dozen buildings in the Cherokee Gothic style.
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David Ross Boyd[image: External link], 1892–1908
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In 1907, Oklahoma entered statehood, fostering changes in the political atmosphere of the state. Up until this point, Oklahoma's Republican[image: External link] tendencies changed with the election of Oklahoma's first governor[image: External link], the Democratic[image: External link] Charles N. Haskell[image: External link]. Since the inception of the university, different groups on campus were divided by religion. Early in the university's existence, many professors were Presbyterian[image: External link], as was Boyd. Under pressure, Boyd eventually hired several Baptists[image: External link] and Southern Methodists[image: External link].[21] The Presbyterians and Baptists got along but the Southern Methodists conflicted with the administration. Two notable Methodists, Rev. Nathaniel Lee Linebaugh and Professor Ernest Taylor Bynum, were critics of Boyd and activists in Haskell's election campaign. When Haskell took office, he fired many of the Republicans at the university, including President Boyd.[22]

The campus expanded over the next several decades. By 1932, the university encompassed 167 acres (0.7 km2). Development of South Oval allowed for the southern expansion of the campus. The university built a new library on the oval's north end in 1936. Then President Bizzell was able to get the Oklahoma legislature to approve $500,000 for the new library up from their original offer of $200,000. This allowed for an even greater collection of research materials for students and faculty.[18]

Like many universities, OU had a drop in enrollment during World War II[image: External link]. Enrollment in 1945 dropped to 3,769, from its pre–World War II high of 6,935 in 1939.[23]

Many infrastructure changes have occurred at the university. The southern portion of south campus in the vicinity of Constitution Avenue, still known to long-time Norman residents as 'South Base', was originally built as an annex to Naval Air Station Norman. It contained mostly single-story frame buildings used for classrooms and military housing.[24] By the late 1980s, most were severely deteriorated and were demolished in the 1990s to make room for redevelopment. The Jimmie Austin University of Oklahoma Golf Course was built as a U.S. Navy recreational facility.[24]

During World War II[image: External link], OU was one of 131 colleges and universities nationally that took part in the V-12 Navy College Training Program[image: External link] which offered students a path to a Navy commission.[25]

The north campus and airfield were built in the early 1940s as Naval Air Station Norman. The station served mainly an advanced flight training mission and could handle all but the largest bombers.[26] A large earthen mound east of Interstate 35[image: External link] and north of Robinson Street, colloquially known as 'Mount Williams',[27] was used as a gunnery (the mound has since been removed to make way for a commercial development).[28] In the post–World War II demobilization[image: External link], the university received the installation. Naval aviator's wings displayed at the entrance to the terminal commemorates this airfield's Naval past.

After the World War, a period of rapid growth occurred on the campus and enrollment surged. By 1965, enrollment had risen over 450% to 17,268, causing housing shortages.[23] In the mid-1960s, the administration completed construction of three new 12-story dormitories located immediately south of the South Oval. In addition to these three towers, an apartment complex was completed that housed married students, including men returning to college under the GI Bill[image: External link].[29] These apartments are now Kraettli Apartments.

In 1943 George Lynn Cross[image: External link] took over as president of the university, two years after the U.S. entered World War II. He served until 1968, 25 years later, becoming the longest-serving president in history of the university. Five presidents served in the next 25 years. In 1994, the university hired a president who has stayed longer.

The Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] began a new era as the university began policies against racial discrimination and segregation after legal challenges and court cases outlawed discrimination. The Bizzell Memorial Library[image: External link] has been designated a U.S. National Historic Landmark[image: External link] in commemoration of the cases of G. W. McLaurin, a black man who was denied admission to graduate school in 1948. It was then state law that no school should serve both white and black students, but there were few or no separate graduate programs available for blacks. A court case effectively forced the Board of Regents to vote to admit McLaurin, but he was directed to study in a separated area within the law library and to be allowed to lunch only in a segregated area as well. The National Association for Advancement of Colored People brought the case to the U.S. Supreme court in McLaurin vs. Oklahoma State Board of Regents[image: External link]. In 1950, the court overturned the university's policy for segregation at the graduate school level. The case was an important precedent for the more famous and sweeping 1954 case of Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link] which disallowed "separate but equal" policy at all school levels.[30][31]

Since David Boren[image: External link] became president in 1994, the University of Oklahoma system has experienced tremendous growth, with an increase in new developments throughout including the purchase of 60 acres (0.2 km2) for OU-Tulsa, the new Gaylord Hall, Price Hall, the ExxonMobil Lawrence G. Rawl Engineering Practice Facility, Devon Energy Hall, the Wagner Student Academic Services Center, the Research and Medical Clinic, the expansions of the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art,[32] and the National Weather Center[image: External link].[33]

The class of 2013 is the largest incoming freshmen class in University of Oklahoma history with more than 4,200 students, more than 190 National Merit Scholars and more than 300 State Regents Scholars among the freshmen. In the past 4 years there have been $2 billion in private donations and 10 times as many Rhodes Scholars as any other university in Oklahoma.

In March 2015, the University of Oklahoma shut down the Oklahoma Kappa chapter of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon[image: External link] fraternity when a video surfaced that showed members singing a racist chant[image: External link] while riding on a bus. Sigma Alpha Epsilon shut down the chapter on March 8, 2015,[34] and University of Oklahoma president David Boren[image: External link] gave members two days to leave the fraternity house. He also expelled two students who he said "played a leadership role" in the incident, creating "a hostile learning environment for others".[35][36] The expulsion, allegedly without due process, earned the university a spot on the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education[image: External link]'s 2016 "10 Worst Colleges for Free Speech".[37]
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 Academic profile




The University of Oklahoma is a large residential, research university[image: External link].[11] The university consists of fifteen colleges[image: External link], including 152 majors[image: External link][7] such as aviation[image: External link],[45] meteorology[image: External link], geology, petroleum engineering, energy management[image: External link], architecture, law, medicine, Native American[image: External link] studies, history of science[image: External link], and dance programs. Native American studies includes language classes in Cherokee[image: External link],[46] Choctaw[image: External link], Muscogee Creek[image: External link], and Kiowa[image: External link][47] as part of the University's Native American language program; currently Creek, Choctaw, and Cherokee I, II, and III are offered in both fall and spring semesters.[47] The university has a high four-year full-time undergraduate enrollment including a high transfer-in population.[11] While the two main campuses are located in Norman and Oklahoma City, affiliated programs in Tulsa[image: External link] expand access for students in eastern Oklahoma. Some of the programs in Tulsa include: medicine, pharmacy, nursing, public health, allied health and liberal arts studies.[48]

In addition to 152 majors to choose from, the University of Oklahoma also has a nationally recognized Honors College[image: External link] featuring its own dedicated faculty, dormitories, and writing center.[49] Every student from any major can apply to the college; if accepted the student is eligible to take honors classes and graduate cum laude[image: External link]. In order to graduate with honors, the student must complete 18 credit hours of honors classes and submit an honors thesis. Transfer students are able to transfer up to nine credit hours of honor classes from a different university.[50]

Students come from all 50 U.S. states[image: External link] and over 100 countries. 32% of the 2006 freshmen were in the top 10% of their high school class.[51] Ethnic minority groups[image: External link] represent over 25% of newly enrolled undergraduates[52] and 27% of all students.[53] In addition, the university has an enrollment of over 700 National Merit[image: External link] Scholars, making it first per capita among public universities.[7]

Due to stricter enrollment policies in recent years,[54][55][56] average scores for incoming students are on the rise. The average ACT[image: External link] score for a first-time student in 2006 was 25.8[57] while in 1999, it was 24.5.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In addition to being a member of the Southeastern Universities Research Association and Universities Research Association, the University of Oklahoma has been categorized as "more selective" by the Carnegie Foundation. For the 2010-2011 school year, 9,996 applied and 8,498 were admitted (85%).[58] The university's freshman retention rate in 2009 was 82% and the six-year graduation rate was 62.0%.[59]
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 Campuses
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 Norman campus




As of the fall of 2009, the Norman campus had 18,667 undergraduate students[image: External link] and 6,367 postgraduate students[image: External link].[60] Following the Sooners' 2000 football national-championship season[61] the university experienced an increase in college applicants and admissions. The falls of 1999 and 2000 both saw a 1.3% increase in the number of students over the respective previous years while the fall of 2001 saw an increase of 4.8% over 2000.[62]

The largest school, the College of Arts & Sciences[image: External link], enrolls 35.2% of the OU-Norman students. The College of Arts & Sciences offers several programs, which include internships and most notably a joint archaeological program (with Saint Anselm College[image: External link] of Goffstown, New Hampshire[image: External link]) in Orvieto[image: External link], Italy[image: External link].[63] The next largest school, The Price College of Business[image: External link] enrolls 13%. Other large colleges on the Norman campus include the College of Engineering[image: External link] with 10.6% and the College of Education[image: External link], Gaylord College of Journalism and Mass Communication[image: External link], and College of Liberal Studies[image: External link], each with approximately 6% of the student body.[64] Smaller schools include the Colleges of Architecture[image: External link] and Atmospheric and Geographic Sciences[image: External link], Earth and Energy[image: External link], the Weitzenhoffer Family College of Fine Arts[image: External link], and the College of Law[image: External link]. New students do not have to declare a major[image: External link] (a concentrated course of study) immediately and are not required to declare a major until their Junior year. If they are undecided in their major, they are considered a part of the University College[image: External link], comprising approximately 8% of the student body. Many Pre-Health majors choose this option until they are able to apply for the medical program of their choice.[64]

The Norman campus has three sections: north campus, main campus, and south campus. All three campuses are connected by a bus service funded by student fees which allows students to park at Lloyd Noble Center[image: External link] and provides 5- to 10-minute service to the main and south campuses.[65] Other regular Norman bus routes provide service to north campus as well as the main campus. The main and south campus are contiguous while the north campus is located about two miles north of the main campus.
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 Main campus




The main campus is bordered by Boyd Street on the north, Timberdell Road on the south, Chautauqua Avenue on the west, and Jenkins Avenue on the east.[66] The Norman campus is centered on two large "ovals." The Parrington Oval (or North Oval as it is more commonly called) is anchored on the south by Evans Hall, the main administrative building. This building highlights the " Cherokee[image: External link] Gothic[image: External link]" style of architecture locally derived from the Collegiate Gothic style, the style that dominates and defines the older buildings on the OU campus.[15] The North Oval is bordered on the east by the Oklahoma Memorial Union[image: External link].

On the east side of the northernmost part of campus sits Sarkeys Energy Center while to the west is the Fred Jones, Jr. School of Art and Museum, home to the Weitzenhoffer Collection of Impressionist[image: External link] art[67] and the Catlett Music Center. Just south of Catlett is Goddard Health Center,[68] an on-campus clinic that provides medical care and counseling and testing services to students, faculty, staff, and their dependents. Goddard comprises the OU Health Services laboratory, Counseling Services, Health Promotion, and a pharmacy. The Van Vleet Oval (or South Oval) is anchored on the north by the Bizzell Memorial Library[image: External link] and flanked by academic buildings. When class is in session, the South Oval is often inundated with students going to and from class. Elm Avenue bounds the western edge of the academic portion of OU, with a few exceptions. Lying between Elm Avenue and Chautauqua Avenue are mostly fraternity and sorority[image: External link] houses.

On the east side of the central part of campus lies Gaylord Family – Oklahoma Memorial Stadium[image: External link], just north of Lindsey Street on Jenkins Avenue. Immediately adjacent to the stadium is the Barry Switzer Center, a museum highlighting the historical success of Oklahoma athletics, as well as a comprehensive training facility for Oklahoma athletes. North of the stadium is the McCasland Field House, the former home of Oklahoma Basketball and the current home of Oklahoma's wrestling, volleyball and gymnastics programs. Across Jenkins Avenue are the athletic dorms and statues honoring Oklahoma's past five Heisman Trophy[image: External link] winners. Other statues on campus include several honoring the Native Americans[image: External link] who defined so much of Oklahoma's history and a new memorial statue on the north side of Oklahoma Memorial Stadium honoring OU students, faculty, and staff that have died while serving in the armed forces[image: External link].[69][70]

The portion of OU's main campus south of Lindsey Street includes three Colleges, University housing, student activity and fitness facilities, and the Oklahoma Center for Continuing Education. The Joe C. and Carole Kerr McClendon Honors College is located in David L. Boren Hall, which serves as an Academic Arts Community where residential rooms, faculty offices, classrooms, a computer center and library are all available in the same building.[71] Other residence halls include the twelve-story Adams, Couch and Walker Centers, as well as Cate Center, made up of three- and four-story buildings, which are transitioning to faculty offices.[72] Adjacent to the residence facilities are the Huston Huffman Fitness Center, Henderson-Tolson Cultural Center and the Jim Thorpe Multicultural Center. The Murray Case Sells Swim Complex is also nearby, providing indoor and outdoor swimming opportunities for the OU community. The Oklahoma Center for Continuing Education (OCCE) is one of eleven W. K. Kellogg Foundation-funded centers in the United States and Britain. It is home to OU Outreach, which consists of the College of Continuing Education and the College of Liberal Studies[image: External link], and includes a conference center able to host events of up to 1500 participants.[73]

The Oklahoma administration prides itself on the aesthetic appeal of the campus.[15][74] All three campuses (Norman, Oklahoma City, and Tulsa) have beautifully landscaped gardens. Trees were planted on the OU campus before the first building was ever built.[15] There are also many statues and sculptures around campus, most of which portray the strong influence of the Native American[image: External link] culture.

There are also four buildings on the main campus that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link]. They are the Bizzell Library[image: External link], the Beta Theta Pi[image: External link] fraternity house, Casa Blanca (the old Alpha Chi Omega[image: External link] sorority house), and Boyd House[image: External link] – the residence of the university president.[75]

In September 2008, it was announced that the University of Oklahoma's main campus will be entirely powered by wind[image: External link] by 2013.[76] According to OU President David Boren, "It is our patriotic duty as Americans to help our country achieve energy independence and to be sound stewards of the environment."[77] The school plans to purchase its energy from the OU Spirit Wind Farm, which is scheduled for construction near Woodward in late 2009. The new source of energy is projected to cost the university an additional $5 million per year.[78]

The Anne and Henry Zarrow School of Social Work was completed on the Norman campus in 2011 and houses state of the art facilities for the training of undergraduate and graduate social workers. The 12 million dollar building is named for the Zarrow family, a philanthropic couple from Tulsa, Oklahoma. The Zarrow's donated 5 million dollars as the keystone donors for the new building with the remaining funds coming from a bequest of Ruth I. Knee, a graduate of the program, and a portion of the states federal stimulus funds.
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 North campus




On the far north side of Norman is the OU Research Park, which includes University of Oklahoma Max Westheimer Airport[image: External link] ( ICAO[image: External link]: KOUN), the Radar Operations Center[image: External link], the old National Severe Storms Laboratory[image: External link] facility, the OU OKDHS Training and Research Center, the OU ITS Lab, and Merrick Computer and Technology Center. This part of campus is frequented by students studying aviation. The Aviation Accreditation Board has accredited the College of Aviation at North Base – one of the most prestigious establishments of its type in the United States – as one of only 29 accredited colleges in the world.[79]
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 South campus




South of student housing is Timberdell Road, the approximate southern boundary of the university. South of this road are University-owned apartments and athletic complexes. Also on the south side of Timberdell Road is the College of Law[image: External link] building which was expanded in 2002 by the addition of a larger law library and courtroom.[80] There are additional athletic complexes in this area, including L. Dale Mitchell Baseball Park[image: External link], the OU Softball Field, and Lloyd Noble Center[image: External link] (the basketball arena).

OU owns the wooded area just south of Highway 9 between Chautauqua and Jenkins. This area is called Oliver's Woods. Ecology classes take field trips to Oliver's Woods frequently. They can use the area to study Ecological patterns including tree growth and pH in the ground. Visible patterns of plant dispersion can be studied in Oliver's Woods as well, including uniform, random, and clumped patterns. The area has a trail for people to follow and a creek running through the lower elevated area.
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 Research campus




While this area has traditionally lacked academic buildings, the pressure of expansion in the northern part of campus led recently to the construction of new academic buildings – such as the National Weather Center[image: External link] and Stephenson Research and Technology Center – on the south end of campus. This area, now termed The University of Oklahoma's Research Campus,[81] "brings academic, public and private sector organizations together in a mutually beneficial collaborative environment."[82] In 2004, global weather information provider WeatherNews opened its U.S. Operations Center in One Partners Place, located in the research campus one block away from the new NWC building.[83] The southern boundary of the research campus is State Highway 9[image: External link]. OU's Advanced Radar Research Center[image: External link] is also located on the Research campus in its new Radar Innovations Laboratory building. As of 2013 the Life Sciences Research Center has opened, housing numerous chemical and biochemical research labs. Other buildings located on the research campus include One Partners Place, Two Partners Place, Three Partners Place, Four Partners Place, and Five Partners Place. Housed within these buildings are the Center for Spatial Analysis and the Center for Applied Social Research amongst several others.
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 Health Sciences Center




Main article: University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center[image: External link]


The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center[image: External link]'s main campus is located at the Oklahoma Health Center in Oklahoma City, while a secondary Health Sciences campus is in Tulsa[image: External link]. About 3,500 students enroll in one of the seven colleges at the Health Center. The distribution of students in each of these colleges is more uniform than that of the main campus.

The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center ( OUHSC[image: External link]), established in the early 20th century, is OU's presence in Oklahoma City. OUHSC is one of only four academic health centers in the nation with seven professional colleges.[84] The nineteen buildings that make up the OUHSC campus occupies a fifteen block area in Oklahoma City near the Oklahoma State Capitol[image: External link]. Surrounding these buildings are an additional twenty health-related buildings some of which are owned by the University of Oklahoma. With approximately 600 students and 600 residents and fellows training in specialties and subspecialties of medicine, the College of Medicine[image: External link] is the largest component of the Health Sciences Center. The major clinical facilities on campus are the OU Medical Center hospital complex and they include The Children's Hospital, the OU Physicians clinics, and the Oklahoma City Veterans Administration[image: External link] Medical Center. The Oklahoma Health Center at large has large biomedical research facilities operated by the university joined on campus by a growing biomedical and pharmaceutical research corporations developed by the Presbyterian Health Foundation, dedicated to biotechnology, research, and new scientific ventures.
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 OU–Tulsa




The University of Oklahoma–Tulsa Schusterman Center is home to all OU programs in Tulsa[image: External link], OU Physicians-Tulsa[image: External link] and the School of Community Medicine[image: External link]. OU-Tulsa[image: External link] offers six bachelor's degree completion programs; 14 master's degree programs; doctoral programs in medicine, physical therapy, education, early childhood education, engineering and nursing, as well as nine residency programs in medicine. More than 200 full-time faculty teach OU-Tulsa students and enrollment at OU-Tulsa exceeds 1,600 students. More than 1,000 employees work at the OU-Tulsa Schusterman Center and OU Physicians medical clinics throughout Tulsa. OU-Tulsa has service, education and research affiliations with more than 100 community agencies.

Established in 1972 as a branch of the main Health Sciences Center campus in Oklahoma City, the OU School of Community Medicine[image: External link], formerly the College of Medicine–Tulsa, has enabled the university to establish medical residencies and provide for expanded health care[image: External link] capabilities in the state. Between 1972 and 1999, OU's presence in Tulsa had grown but scattered. In 1999, a 60-acre (24 ha) site formerly owned by BP Amoco[image: External link] was sold to the university for $24 million (even though the property was appraised at $48 million). The site already featured a 370,000 square feet (34,370 m2) building with offices, labs, and classrooms.[85] The university purchased this property with the help of a $10 million gift from the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation. The existing building was renamed the Schusterman Center.[86] This historic, 60-acre property in the heart of Tulsa features original mid-century architecture surrounded by nearly 1,000 trees. New construction of the Schusterman Library and Schusterman Learning Center at OU-Tulsa has been designed in keeping with the original building style.

In 2003, Tulsa voters approved the Vision 2025[image: External link] plan for capital improvements to the Tulsa metro area. Included in this plan was $30 million for a new Research and Medical Clinic near the existing Schusterman Center.[87] Construction on the new building, the OU Schusterman Clinic, was completed in June 2007.

OU-Tulsa is also home to the OU School of Community Medicine. Created with the support of a $50 million donation from the George Kaiser Family Foundation, the school's mission is to improve the health status of all Oklahomans, particularly the urban and rural underserved.

The OU School of Community Medicine faculty comprises around 200 physicians representing a wide field of specialties. These doctors also form the OU Physicians medical practice group, which provides care to patients at some 25 clinic sites in the Tulsa area. The faculty's time is split among teaching medical students, supervising medical residents and providing patient care.
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 OU in Arezzo




In 2012, The University of Oklahoma purchased a monastery in Arezzo, Italy[image: External link].[88] In early 2016, renovations to the monastery neared completion and OU began the use of its newest permanent "campus" (denominated as a "Study Center") location outside of the state of Oklahoma. The university expects that one in five OU students who study abroad will go through the Arezzo campus.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Arezzo campus has been described by university president, David Boren, as a first step for students and their parents to become acquainted with the world and gain an educational experience in a foreign land. The campus is scheduled to be dedicated in the summer of 2016. Boren chose the smaller town of Arezzo in part because of the small size of the town relative to nearby Florence[image: External link], which boasts programs from about 50 American universities. With such a large number of American college students in Florence, Boren was concerned that OU students would have socialized with other Americans rather than the local Italians.[88]
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 Other study centers




OU has study centers in Puebla, Mexico[image: External link] and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil[image: External link]. A center is planned for İzmir, Turkey[image: External link].
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 Museums and libraries




The university has two prominent museums, the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art[image: External link] and the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History[image: External link].


	The Museum of Art was founded in 1936 and originally headed by Oscar Jacobson, the director of the School of Art at the time. The museum opened with over 2,500 items on display and was originally located on campus in Jacobson Hall. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jones of Oklahoma City donated money for a permanent building in 1971 and the building was named in honor of their son who died in a plane crash during his senior year at the University of Oklahoma.[89] Since then, the museum has acquired many renowned works of Native American art and, in 2000, received the Weitzenhoffer Collection of French Impressionism[image: External link] which includes works by Degas[image: External link], Gauguin[image: External link], Monet[image: External link], Pissarro[image: External link], Renoir[image: External link], Toulouse-Lautrec[image: External link], Van Gogh[image: External link], and Vuillard[image: External link]. As of 2011 the museum has over 65,000 square feet (6,000 m²) filled with over 8,000 items from a wide array of time periods[image: External link] and movements[image: External link].[89] In 2005, the museum expanded with the opening of the new Lester Wing designed by contemporary architect[image: External link] Hugh Newell Jacobsen[image: External link]. The architectural style of the new addition deviates from the Collegiate Gothic style of the university, but Jacobsen felt this was necessary given the contemporary works of art the wing would house.[90]


	The Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History[image: External link], located south of the main campus and directly southwest of the law building, specializes in the history of the people and animals that have inhabited Oklahoma over the last 300 million years. Since its founding in 1899, the museum has acquired over 5,000,000 objects. In 2000, a new building was opened to house the ever-expanding museum. The new building offered nearly 200,000 square feet (18,600 m²) of space to display the many exhibits the museum has to offer.[91]




The University of Oklahoma Library system has its headquarters in Bizzell Memorial Library[image: External link]. The largest research library in Oklahoma, it contains over 4.7 million volumes and is ranked[by whom?[image: External link]] 27th out of 113 research libraries in North America in volumes held.[92] It contains more than 1.6 million photographs[image: External link], subscriptions to over 31,000 periodicals[image: External link], over 1.5 million maps[image: External link], government documents dating back to 1893, and over 50 incunabula[image: External link].[92] It has eight locations on campus. The primary library is Bizzell Memorial Library, located in the middle of the main campus. Other notable campus libraries include the Architecture Library, the Engineering Library, the Fine Arts Library, the Physics and Astronomy Library, and the Geology Library. The OU library system contains many unique collections such as the History of Science Collections (which houses over 94,000 volumes related to the history of science,[93] including hand-noted works by Galileo Galilei[image: External link]),[94] the Bizzell Bible Collection, and the Western History Collection.

The School of Library and Information Studies (SLIS), the only American Library Association[image: External link]-accredited program in Oklahoma,[95] offers a graduate degree (Master of Library and Information Studies) and an undergraduate degree (Bachelor of Arts in Information Studies). The impact of OU and SLIS on the history of libraries in Oklahoma is shown in the recent list of 100 Oklahoma Library Legends as produced by the Oklahoma Library Association.[96] Two current faculty, one faculty emeriti, and numerous others associated with either the OU libraries or SLIS comprise nearly 10% of the list's members.
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 Residential life




Oklahoma requires, with few exceptions, that all freshmen live in one of the five residence halls[image: External link].[97] Three of these buildings are referred to as "the towers" (being 12 stories each): Adams Center, Walker Center, and Couch Center. Adams Center is split into four towers, Johnson, McCasland, Muldrow, and Tarman, all united by a common ground floor. Walker Center and Couch Center are each split into East and West wings.[98] The fourth resident hall is quad[image: External link] Cate Center.[99] The Academic Arts Community, more commonly referred to as Cate 5 or Honors is located directly above the honors college, David L. Boren Hall. Although it is commonly believed that this dorm caters only to honors students, a large proportion of non-honors students comprise the community. The three towers are all located around each other with the Couch Cafeteria completing the residence community. Couch Cafeteria is composed of several different themed restaurants that serves a wide variety of food each day.[100] As of Fall 2007, over 3,900 students lived in one of these residence halls. Each residence hall has its own RSA (Resident Student Association) office, as well as its own computer lab and laundry facilities.

Headington Hall, completed in the Summer of 2013, is the fifth major residence hall on campus and is located on the corner of Lindsey and Jenkins street. This new facility is named after Tim Headington, OU graduate and former OU tennis player. The housing facility cost 75 million dollars and contains 400 students (49 percent student athletes and 51 percent students who do not participate in intercollegiate sports).[101]

The university owns several apartment complexes around the campus. Some of these apartments were old and dilapidated, and the university has taken the strides to resolve this issue. Two brand new complexes owned by the university opened in recent years; OU Traditions Square East in 2005 and OU Traditions Square West in 2006.[102]

Due to a low cost of living[image: External link] in Oklahoma, many students find it financially viable to live off campus in either apartments or houses. In recent years, many new apartment or condominium complexes (not including the OU-owned properties) have been built[103] in addition to a booming housing market that is resulting in Norman spreading further east. Many students also commute from nearby Moore[image: External link] and Oklahoma City, both located north of Norman.
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 Student organizations, activities, and media




Oklahoma has over 350 student organizations.[104] Focuses of these organizations range from ethnic to political, religious to special interests. Oklahoma Memorial Union[image: External link] (student union) houses many of these organizations' offices.

The student union provides a place for students to relax, sleep, study, watch television[image: External link], or socialize. The Union Programming Board provides diverse activities and programs in the union such as movies, bands, dances, give-aways, or other activities.[105] Intramural sports[image: External link] are a popular activity on campus with over 35 different sports available.[106] A large intramural field, where many outdoor events take place, is located just one block east of the dorms.

The Pride of Oklahoma[image: External link], the university's marching band[image: External link], celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2004 and consists of 311 student musicians and dancers from 19 states. Students wishing to enter the band go through a rigorous audition process. The band plays at every home football game. A smaller "pep-band," which usually consists of 100 members, travels to every away football game. The full band makes trips to the AT&T Red River Rivalry[image: External link] game against The University of Texas[image: External link], Big 12 Championship Game[image: External link], bowl games[image: External link] and other games of importance. Members of the band are also present for many student events. It was awarded the Sudler Trophy[image: External link] in 1987. In 2007, The Pride of Oklahoma marched in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, making it one of only a few bands to have ever marched in the Rose and Macy's Parades.[107]

The main governing arm of the student body, the University of Oklahoma Student Government Association (SGA), comprises four branches: an Executive Branch, a Legislative Branch, a Judicial Branch, and a Programming Branch, which was first established in 1969. The student government, as well as all organizations, has offices located in the Conoco Student Leadership Center located in the student union. The student activity fee accumulated is divided into various amounts to be disbursed by a committee made up of the student president, the chair of the undergraduate student congress, the chair of the graduate student senate, and the vice president of student affairs. The student government's current budget is just over $700,000, which is used to funds student organization, as well as to pay staff assistants, bills on student government property, and other debts. Founded in 1971, Campus Activities Council (CAC) is the programming branch of OU student government presenting campus-wide traditions and events for all students. From Homecoming and U-Sing to Soonerthon and Mom's Day, CAC has a strong focus on leadership development, community building and teaching practical skills for the real world.

The local chapter of the Army ROTC[image: External link] provides officer training and education for nearly 100 OU students. Officially founded in 1919, it is one of the oldest such programs in the nation. OU Army ROTC cadets[image: External link] are active in numerous campus and state activities. They provide military color guards[image: External link] for Sooner football games[image: External link] and various on-campus ceremonies and events. After completing the Army ROTC program, OU students receive a commission[image: External link] in either the Regular Army[image: External link], Army Reserve[image: External link], or National Guard[image: External link].

The campus student radio station, the WIRE[image: External link], broadcasts over the Internet. The campus TV station, TV4OU, features student produced programming five nights a week and is available on Public-access television[image: External link] cable TV[image: External link] (Cox Communications[image: External link] Ch. 4). "OU Nightly", the live, student newscast, airs weeknights at 4:30 and 9:30. "The Sports Package", a live sports program, airs live Monday nights at 5:00 and throughout the week. Oklahoma's Gaylord College of Journalism and Mass Communication programs The Wire and TV4OU. Oklahoma's Department of Continuing Education operates KROU[image: External link] and KGOU[image: External link], a public radio[image: External link] station broadcasting on 106.3 FM. KGOU is affiliated with NPR[image: External link]. The campus newspaper, The Oklahoma Daily[image: External link], is produced daily during the fall and spring semesters and weekly during the summer semester. The Oklahoma Daily's sister publication, Sooner yearbook, creates a 400-page coffee table book for current students and alumni. Sooner, ranked as one of the top two yearbooks nationwide, focuses on capturing the year that was with storytelling packages of text, photos and design.[108] The University of Oklahoma is also home to the Oklahoma Weather Lab[109] (OWL), one of the nation's only entirely "student-run" forecasting organizations. In addition to creating daily forecasts for twelve sites across Oklahoma and Key West, Florida, the organization also offers podcasts under the name "Talking Up a Storm"[110] that are available on iTunes U free.

Oklahoma has a strong social fraternity and sorority[image: External link] presence. Many fraternities and sororities are only a couple decades younger than the university itself with the first fraternity chapter established in 1905 and Kappa Sigma (the Gamma-Kappa Chapter) established in 1906. The Tau Epsilon Nu chapter, established in 2011, is the newest fraternity chapter at the university. Currently there are 40 national fraternities and sororities on campus. Governing these 40 Greek chapters are four governing bodies: Interfraternity Council[image: External link], Panhellenic Association[image: External link], National Pan-Hellenic Council[image: External link], and the Multicultural Greek Council[image: External link]. In 2005, the average GPA[image: External link] for the Panhellenic Association was 3.30.[111]
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The school's sports teams are called the Sooners[image: External link], a nickname given to early settlers during the land run[image: External link] who sneaked into the offered territory and staked claims illegally before they were officially allowed to. They participate in the NCAA[image: External link]'s Division I-Bowl Subdivision and in the Big 12 Conference[image: External link]. The school sponsors nine sports for both men and women. The university has won 22 team NCAA[image: External link] National Championships[12] and seven national championships in football[image: External link] (football championships are not awarded by the NCAA). By far, OU's most famous and storied athletic program is the football program, which has produced five Heisman Trophy winners: Billy Vessels[image: External link] in 1952, Steve Owens[image: External link] in 1969, Billy Sims[image: External link] in 1978, Jason White[image: External link] in 2003, and Sam Bradford[image: External link] in 2008.[112] Many Pro Football Hall of Famers, including Lee Roy Selmon[image: External link] and Troy Aikman[image: External link], also attended the University of Oklahoma. In 1988, OU became the first school to participate in both the football and basketball national championships in the same year, an achievement unequaled until the 2006 season, when Ohio State[image: External link] and the University of Florida[image: External link] were both in each, with Florida winning both games. Oklahoma also currently holds the record for the longest winning streak in NCAA Division I history when they won 47 consecutive games between 1953 and 1957.[113] In reference to the team's success and popularity as a symbol of state pride, George Lynn Cross[image: External link], OU's president from 1943 to 1968, once told the Oklahoma State Senate, "I want a university the football team can be proud of."[114]

The Wrestling[image: External link] program is the fourth most decorated in college wrestling, having won seven national championships.[Note 1] The men's gymnastics team has won ten national championships, the most out of all sports at the University of Oklahoma.[Note 2] In addition, Oklahoma has produced five Nissen Emery Award[image: External link] winners, more than any other school and the only school with back-to-back honorees.[115] The women's gymnastics team was crowned co-national champions with the University of Florida in 2014, which is the first for the program. The softball[image: External link] team has won two national championships, the first in 2000[116] and another in 2013. The baseball team won a national championship in 1994.[117] On May 10, 2007 the university announced the addition of women's rowing to the intercollegiate athletics program.[118] A rowing facility will be built on the Oklahoma River[image: External link] near downtown Oklahoma City. This is the first sport added since women's soccer was added in 1996.[118]

The University of Oklahoma has had a long and bitter rivalry with the University of Texas[image: External link] known as the Red River Shootout[image: External link], Red River Rivalry, or OU–Texas, with Texas having the better overall record at 59–43–5. This rivalry is often thought of as a contest of state pride along with school pride. U. of Oklahoma also has a long-standing rivalry with Oklahoma State University[image: External link]. Known as the Bedlam Series[image: External link], it encompasses all the athletic contests between the two universities with the winner receiving the Bedlam Bell. Another major historic rival is the University of Nebraska[image: External link], which was part of the Big 8 Conference[image: External link] with Oklahoma and later joined with Oklahoma and other schools in the formation of the Big 12 Conference[image: External link]. The Sooners made football history December 6, 2008, when they scored sixty or more points in five consecutive games. This achievement occurred during their victory over the University of Missouri for the Big 12 Championship.
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The University of Oklahoma has seen many of its former students go on to local and national prominence. This includes many athletes that have excelled at the collegiate, professional and Olympic levels, including Brian Bosworth[image: External link], Sam Bradford[image: External link], Jermaine Gresham[image: External link], Blake Griffin[image: External link], Tommie Harris[image: External link], Danny Hodge[image: External link], Jonathan Horton[image: External link], Anthony Kim[image: External link], Matthew Lane[image: External link], DeMarco Murray[image: External link], Steve Owens[image: External link], Maggie Nichols[image: External link], Adrian Peterson[image: External link], Darrell Royal[image: External link], Lee Roy Selmon[image: External link], Dave Shultz[image: External link], Mark Shultz[image: External link], Billy Sims[image: External link], Jack Swagger[image: External link], Wayman Tisdale[image: External link], Joe Washington[image: External link], and Roy Williams[image: External link].

Many politicians have graduated from the University of Oklahoma, including current OU President David Boren[image: External link],[119] former U.S. Speaker of the House Carl Albert[image: External link],[120] Mick Cornett[image: External link], David Walters[image: External link], J.C. Watts[image: External link],[121] A.S. Mike Monroney[image: External link], Frank Keating[image: External link],[122] Dan Boren[image: External link],[123] Tom Coburn[image: External link],[124] Brad Carson[image: External link], Brad Henry[image: External link],[125] and Dick Armey[image: External link]. The current Governor of New Mexico, Susana Martinez[image: External link], received a doctorate law degree from OU,[126] as did Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Steven W. Taylor[image: External link].

A number of astronauts are alumni, including Skylab 3[image: External link] and STS-9[image: External link] astronaut[image: External link] Owen K. Garriott[image: External link],[127] shuttle[image: External link] astronaut[image: External link] Shannon Lucid[image: External link],[128] and Apollo 13[image: External link] astronaut Fred Haise[image: External link].[129]

Other notable alumni[image: External link] include historian Angie Debo[image: External link], CEO of AT&T[image: External link] and President of the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link] Randall L. Stephenson[image: External link], Denver Broncos[image: External link] owner Pat Bowlen[image: External link],[130] 2006[image: External link] Miss America[image: External link] Jennifer Berry[image: External link],[131] chef Rick Bayless[image: External link], mutual fund[image: External link] manager Michael F. Price[image: External link],[132] scientist GA Mansoori[image: External link], ESPN anchor Dari Nowkhah[image: External link], NFL Network reporter Stacey Dales[image: External link], Grammy Award[image: External link] winner Kirstin Maldonado[image: External link], and actors James Garner[image: External link],[133] Ed Harris[image: External link], Van Heflin[image: External link], Olivia Munn, Iqbal Theba[image: External link], and Dennis Weaver[image: External link].
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 Notes






	
^ In 1936, 1951, 1952, 1957, 1960, 1963 and 1974.


	
^ In 1977, 1978, 1991, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2015 & 2016.
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Beyond the Break






Beyond the Break is an American drama series[image: External link] originally airing on The N[image: External link]. The series premiered on June 2, 2006[3] and aired its final episode on June 25, 2009.
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 Synopsis




The series focuses on four women in the sport of professional surfing[image: External link]. Birdie Scott (Tiffany Hines[image: External link]), Lacey Farmer (Natalie Ramsey[image: External link]), Dawn Preston (Suzie Pollard[image: External link]), and Kai Kealoha (Sonya Balmores[image: External link]) must overcome their differences in order to capture surf stardom. David Chokachi[image: External link], Baywatch[image: External link] star, also stars as the girls' surfing instructor.[4] Ross Thomas[image: External link] and Jason Tam[image: External link] round out the cast as two male surfers who have their eyes on Birdie and Dawn. Michael Copon[image: External link] has a recurring role as both Kai and Lacey's love interest.
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 Cast





	
Natalie Ramsey[image: External link] as Lacey Farmer

	
Sonya Balmores[image: External link] as Kai Kealoha

	
Tiffany Hines[image: External link] as Birdie Scott

	
Suzie Pollard[image: External link] as Dawn Preston

	
David Chokachi[image: External link] as Justin Healy

	
Ross Thomas[image: External link] as Bailey Reese

	Adam T. Brooks as DJ Reese (Season 3 only)

	
Jesse Williams[image: External link] as Eric Medina (8 episodes only)

	
Michael Copon[image: External link] as Vin Keahi

	
Jason Tam[image: External link] as Shoe

	
Olivia Munn as Mily Acuna

	
Kim Kardashian[image: External link] as Elle (4 episodes only)[2]


	
Aubrey Drake Graham[image: External link] as himself
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 Production history




The show debuted in June 2006. Of the first 20 episodes filmed, the first 10 were shown as Season 1, while the following 10 aired subsequently as Season 2. The third and final season of Beyond the Break, consisting of 14 episodes, first aired on the Canadian network Razer (now MTV2[image: External link]).[5] After a two-year hiatus, it premiered in the US on June 8, 2009 on The N[image: External link].

The N Soundtrack[image: External link], released in 2006, contains songs from the series.

The network (now renamed TeenNick) began rerunning[image: External link] the series in July 2012 and promoted it as a "summer series".
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]

	
Beyond the Break[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	
Beyond the Break[image: External link] at TV.com[image: External link]
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Attack of the Show!






"AOTS" redirects here. AOTS may also refer to Association for Overseas Technical Scholarship[image: External link].

Attack of the Show! (AOTS) is an American live television[image: External link] program that formerly aired weeknights on G4, G4 Canada[image: External link][1] Fuel TV[image: External link],[2] HOW TO Channel[image: External link], and Maxxx[image: External link]. Episodes were hosted by Kevin Pereira, Olivia Munn, Zach Selwyn[image: External link], Layla Kayleigh[image: External link], Sarah Lane, Alison Haislip[image: External link], Candace Bailey, and Sara Underwood[image: External link]. Attack of the Show! reviewed new technology, aired parodies[image: External link], discussed pop culture[image: External link] and general news, and gave previews of video games[image: External link], movies[image: External link], and digital media[image: External link].
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 History




The show premiered on March 28, 2005 as a replacement for The Screen Savers[image: External link]. The show originally aired live five days a week; the week of January 2, 2006, the show was truncated to air for only four days a week. Fridays featured a "Mash Up" that compiled segments from the week's four live shows. The show returned to live shows five days a week in September 2008, but G4 announced as of March 2, 2009, Attack of the Show! would go to four days a week with a "best of" show running in the Friday time-slot. Attack of the Show! aired its 1,000th episode on July 9, 2009.[3] Attack of the Show! upgraded to High Definition on April 5, 2010 to coincide with its first ever "Epic April" event of new premieres and stunts. Along with the addition of Candace Bailey, on January 11, 2011 Attack of the Show "respawned" with new graphics and a new set.[4]

On October 26, 2012 G4 canceled Attack of the Show! due to low ratings, five months after Kevin Pereira canceled his contract. The series taped its final scenes on December 21, 2012, and its final episode was broadcast January 23, 2013.
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 Personnel




Host Kevin Rose[image: External link] left the G4 Network and AOTS on May 22, 2005. The show announced a search for a new host among the show's audience, and for several months various candidates auditioned on the air. In the end none of the candidates were actually selected, although this was never actually announced on the air. Sarah Lane, who had previously been a co-host and segment contributor, gradually became the show's official host alongside Kevin Pereira. She continued in this capacity until April 6, 2006, when she and Brendan Moran announced their engagement and stated that they would be leaving the show.[5] The Morans appeared on the show, via satellite, on July 13, 2006, to talk about their adventures.

Olivia Munn was hired to replace Lane and began hosting with Kevin Pereira on Monday, April 10, 2006. Zach Selwyn[image: External link], the runner up on ESPN[image: External link]'s Dream Job[image: External link], was hired to replace Moran and started his hosting duties a week later on April 17, 2006. Munn said at the 2010 Comic Con that she would not be leaving AOTS, though she only occasionally appeared on the show for the rest of that year. She was still featured in the opening credits and other AOTS set pieces and transitions until December 6, 2010.

After the departure of Munn, AOTS featured several guest co-hosts including: Candace Bailey, Jessica Chobot[image: External link], Alison Haislip[image: External link], Carrie Keagan[image: External link], Alessandra Torresani[image: External link], Sara Underwood[image: External link], Milynn Sarley and Morgan Webb[image: External link]. Bailey became the new co-host with Pereira on January 11, 2011.[6]

AOTS has also featured Chris Hardwick[image: External link], Chris Gore[image: External link], and Blair Herter[image: External link] in the occasional absence of Kevin Pereira. In addition to the interim cohosts, Grace Helbig[image: External link] has also filled in for Candace Bailey.

On May 9, 2012, Kevin Pereira announced on-air that he was officially leaving AOTS to pursue work in television production. He stated, "I plan to turn my attention to full-time with my production company Super Creative and live touring nerd-carnival leetUP." His last day on AOTS was May 31.[7] Beginning August 28, 2012, the show debuted a final new opening credit, with no reference to permanent or guest hosts. Kevin Pereira himself hosted the game show[image: External link] Let's Ask America[image: External link] since the September 17, 2012 series debut. On October 26, 2012 G4 announced that they would not renew AOTS at the end of the year, as part of an eventual rebranding of the channel itself.

On January 23, 2013, Attack of the Show! televised its final original episode on G4. After a brief montage of clips from AOTS history and final goodbyes from the show's hosts and staff, the series ended with former Screen Savers hosts Patrick Norton[image: External link] and Leo Laporte[image: External link] in a coffee shop, acting as if the entire run of AOTS had been a dream. They then don "rocket packs" and fly off to work in a skyscraper adorned with the old TechTV[image: External link] logo, as the Screen Savers theme plays one last time and the G4 Media[image: External link] copyright box appears in the bottom left corner of the screen. Afterwards, text came up on the screen against a gray background that read, "To our fans, our haters, and the Internet, thanks for seven kick-ass years. TTYL, Attack of the Show," with the Attack of the Show theme playing at the end.[8]

On February 8, 2013, Attack of the Show! aired for the final time as a scheduled program on G4. The final original episode was re-aired.

Some of the video clips of the show can still be seen on YouTube[9] though their YouTube account is no longer visible. A video archive is still available at the official Attack of the Show webpage.
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 Correspondents





	
Kristin Adams[image: External link], substitute co-host for Munn and anchor of "The Feed"

	Alison Haislip[image: External link]

	
Alex Albrecht[image: External link] for video game segments

	
Blair Butler[image: External link] for "Fresh Ink"

	Jessica Chobot[image: External link]

	
Chris Gore[image: External link], anchor for "DVDuesday"

	Blair Herter[image: External link]

	Grace Helbig[image: External link]

	
Layla Kayleigh[image: External link], anchor of "The Feed"

	
Chris Hardwick[image: External link] for "Gadget Pr0n"

	
Matt Mira[image: External link] for "Gadget Pr0n"

	Weston Scott

	Tiffany Smith[image: External link]

	
Sara Underwood[image: External link], anchor of "The Feed"
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 Segments






	Title
	Synopsis



	AOTS Classics[10]

	Memorable clips from the shows past.



	Around the Net[11]

	A daily profile of websites featuring the top five online videos with unique or bizarre idiosyncrasies. Videos are usually accompanied by a mock interview with an "expert" or them acting out the circumstances of the video, if possible. Sub-segments includes: "Women on Wheels" (when videos portray women drivers doing ditzy things), "Monk Shot" (When a video includes something sounding similar to[image: External link] "Monk Shot", and "Shenanigans Lab" (debunking fake videos). Before and after certain commercial breaks an ATNesque segment called "What Happens Next?" (formerly just "Around the Net") airs, where part of a video is shown with 3 possible options, the correct answer and the rest of the video are shown after the break. For a brief period in 2008, "Around the Net" included non-video content, memes[image: External link] and phenomena from the Internet, mixed with videos.



	ATN After Hours
	Same as the Around the Net segment, except that after the five videos, more adult content is shown in uncensored form. Airs on the early morning repeats only.



	Asian Underground[12]

	
Chris Gore[image: External link] and Jeff Wong discuss and review Asian movies and anime available on DVD.



	Attack This!

(formerly The List)[13]

	A daily showcase of various things that the G4TV hosts recommend the viewers to buy, download, etc.



	Blog Watch[14]

	The show cast goes around the blogosphere to find blogs that deal with very specific things.



	DVDuesday[15]

	On Tuesday, Chris Gore[image: External link] reviews and rates select DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] as: buy, rent, or pass.



	Cinema Enema[16]

	
Kevin Smith[image: External link] and Jason Mewes[image: External link] check out trailer of upcoming blockbuster films and review comic book and fan favorite movies.



	Damn Good Downloads
	AOTS! shows viewers things they should be downloading on their computer. Hosted by Sarah Lane. "Gems of the Internet" which found oddities on the internet.



	Epic Fail[17]

	The hosts single out one online video in particular that has poor content, a contrived setting, or people who are clearly trying too hard.



	Epic Giveaway[18]

	The hosts promote free stuff for any lucky viewer and the next day the winner announced prior to the next giveaway.



	The Feed[19]

	Pop culture and technology news delivered in blurbs, presented by Kristin Adams[image: External link], Sara Jean Underwood[image: External link], Alison Haislip[image: External link], Layla Kayleigh[image: External link] or Blair Herter[image: External link]. Also the branding of the program's news ticker[image: External link].



	Fresh Ink![20]

	
Blair Butler[image: External link] reviews upcoming comic book[image: External link] titles and rates them as: buy, browse, or burn. She also visits comic conventions[image: External link].



	Gadget Pr0n

(formerly AOTS Hardware)[21]

	Contributing host Matt Mira[image: External link] joins a co-host to review and showcase the latest gadgets and gear.



	Game Break[22]

	Featuring Adam Sessler[image: External link] or Morgan Webb[image: External link] of X-Play[image: External link]; one of the two hosts gives the viewers the latest previews, topics, and more on upcoming and latest video games.



	Game Night[23]

	
Rich Sommer[image: External link] of TV's Mad Men[image: External link] check out and picks his favorite Boardgames[image: External link].



	Gems of the Internet
	Weird and wacky oddities found on the internet.



	Go Hack Yourself
	The hosts give tips on how to hack or alter everyday gadgets, etc.



	Great Moments in De-Evolution

(formerly BREAK![image: External link] Moments In De-Evolution)[24]

	The hosts review several online videos from all over the Internet from viral video sites of people doing ridiculous stunts, which usually end in bodily harm and/or property damage. Each video is rated on a scale of 1 to 5, with a different satirical value for each segment (e.g., "Out-of-control tire fires", "Rolling meth[image: External link] labs" or "Gun-totin' grannies"). BREAK.com previously sponsored this segment and as part of the segment's sponsorship deal, the segment was renamed "BREAK moments in De-Evolution" and the videos came exclusively from BREAK.com, however, the sponsorship ended in 2011, and the segment reverted to its old name and now allowed video from other sites back in the segment, with the format of the segment remaining the same.



	In Your Pants[25]

	Sex columnist Anna David and Olivia Munn give intimate relationship advice and opinions. That version of the segment has been replaced by footage of David doing person-on-the-street sex talk, with David never appearing in the studio. AOTS spoofs this segment by replacing David with Drunk Uncle Ted, a mannequin who talks and is drunk all the time, giving bad advice to random people on the streets of Los Angeles, California[image: External link].



	It Came From eBay
	Hosted by both Pereira and Munn, the two look at the most outrageous things found on eBay[image: External link].



	It's #&*%ing Science![26]

	The hosts explain a science experiment, usually with a satirical effect. Spun off to It's Effin' Science[image: External link] in June 2010 but has since returned sporadically after the cancellation of the show.



	Jimmy the Geek
	A segment where gambling expert Jimmy the Geek gives out picks for smart betting on upcoming sporting events. Predictions are based on video game simulations, basic knowledge on the sport, history, statistics etc. Jimmy emulates a slimy individual often saying funny yet mildly sexual & obscene comments as metaphors to bets.



	Kings of Dot Comedy[27]

	Showcases famous internet comedians.



	Know Your Candidates[28]

	An in depth look at the 2008 presidential candidates John McCain[image: External link] and Barack Obama[image: External link].



	Lethal Defense[29]

	Weston Scott shows different military or combat defense techniques.



	Lil Wil's Discount Warehouse
	Hosted By Wil O'Neal, Wil gives the viewers latest in tech gadgets at a low price and a website to purchase the item.



	The Loop[30]

	A daily forum hosted by Kevin Pereira featuring different opinions on the latest tech related news usually with one to three guests appearing live via satellite.



	The Lush

(also called The Lush for the Drunk)

	The latest in tips and tricks to find and make drinks. Segment later hosted by Layla Kayleigh[image: External link].



	MMA Chokehold[31]

	Pereira with Blair Butler[image: External link] or Blair Herter[image: External link] and a mixed martial artist discuss their picks for an upcoming UFC[image: External link] fight.



	Military Tech[32]

	The latest in military weaponry narrated by Pereira.



	Olivia's Rack
	Olivia Munn shares her favorite magazine articles.[33]




	Rides, Whips, and Hoons
	The show cast (typically Pereira) discuss new and/or experimental cars.



	Robot News[34]

	A random segment which highlights the advancement of robotics and their imminent takeover of the world.



	Sarah's Damn Good Website
	Sarah Lane shows viewers amusing or entertaining websites.



	Sneakerheads[35]

	The latest in sneaker culture which includes the newest shoes to hit the market, blogs/websites on shoes, etc. Narrated by Pereira.



	Sports Junk
	
Zach Selwyn[image: External link] brings viewers the latest in sports news and in sports video games.



	User Created
	Contest where fans and viewers of the show submit videos of a specific topic (80s video game commercials, Horror films, Holiday specials, etc.) in exchange for prizes.



	Video Viewer Mail[36]

	Viewers send in videos of themselves, asking questions, giving opinions, etc. Munn and Pereira originally introduced it by saying something along the lines of "Let's talk to you guys over in the army of monitor heads" until the army of monitor heads were retired in mid 2008.



	Virtual Audience[37]

	Pereira and Munn talk with viewers via webcams about various topics.



	Web Tools[38]

	"WebTools" takes a look at the web-based applications that enrich online life and where to find them.



	What's Up with Japan?

(also called What's Up with the World?)[39]

	Pereira talks about the strange occurrences within Japan, from tech to popular culture. In relating to Japan, the segment's title is also given in Japanese as 現代日本事情 (Gendai Nippon Jijō), a rough translation of the English title.



	Who's Who on YouTube[40]

	Features rising or popular people on YouTube and their rise to fame.



	Women of the Web[41]

	Pereira gives a rundown of the "Top 10" hottest women on the web for a given week. The segment spun off into full-length television specials including the "Next Woman of the Web" contest[42] won by Action Flick Chick Katrina Hill[image: External link].[43]




	
WTF[image: External link]?![44]

	Pereira discusses strange things on the web. Often this involves some obscure type of fetish. Spun off to Web Soup[image: External link].
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 1,000th episode




Attack of the Show! celebrated its 1,000th episode on July 9, 2009,[45] starting at 7:00pm Eastern/6:00pm Central. The show ran for two hours, highlighting the segments, skits, and other memorable moments from the show's previous 999 episodes.

Highlights included:


	
Kevin Pereira successfully catching a greased pig.

	
Tom Green[image: External link] smashing the red and gray set robots.

	Epic failure of world’s first sky-written tweet.

	Office Jesus returning.

	
Kevin Rose[image: External link] appearing via clip.

	Pereira's first appearance on G4.

	Sarah Lane appearing live in-studio.

	Never-before-seen audition tapes for Olivia Munn and Alison Haislip[image: External link].

	
Alan Thicke[image: External link] joins the hosts to sing the Growing Pains[image: External link] theme, and made out with Munn suddenly after.

	A new music video by Parry Gripp[image: External link], frontman of punk rock outfit Nerf Herder[image: External link], with Pereira and Munn in it.
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The Daily Show






This article is about the American show. For the Irish show, see The Daily Show (Irish TV series)[image: External link].

The Daily Show is an American news satire[image: External link] and late-night talk show[image: External link] television program. It airs each Monday through Thursday on Comedy Central. Describing itself as a fake news program, The Daily Show draws its comedy and satire from recent news stories, political figures, media organizations, and often uses self-referential humor[image: External link] as well.[3]

The half-hour-long show premiered on July 21, 1996, and was first hosted by Craig Kilborn[image: External link] until December 17, 1998. Jon Stewart then took over as the host from January 11, 1999, until August 6, 2015, making the show more strongly focused on politics and the national media, in contrast with the pop culture focus during Kilborn's tenure. Stewart was succeeded by Trevor Noah[image: External link], whose tenure premiered on September 28, 2015. Under different hosts, the show has been formally known as The Daily Show with Jon Stewart from 1999 until 2015, and The Daily Show with Trevor Noah since 2015. The Daily Show is the longest-running program on Comedy Central (counting all three tenures), and has won 23 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link].[4]

The program is popular among young audiences, with organizations such as the Pew Research Center[image: External link] suggesting that 74% of regular viewers are between 18 and 49, and that 10% of the audience watch the show for its news headlines, 2% for in-depth reporting, and 43% for entertainment, compared with 64% who watch CNN[image: External link] for the news headlines.[5]

Critics chastised Stewart for not conducting sufficiently hard-hitting interviews with his political guests, some of whom he may have lampooned in previous segments. Stewart and other Daily Show writers responded to such criticism by saying that they do not have any journalistic responsibility and that as comedians their only duty is to provide entertainment. Stewart's appearance on the CNN show Crossfire[image: External link] picked up this debate, where he chastised the CNN production and hosts for not conducting informative and current interviews on a news network.
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 Format
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 Opening segment




Each episode begins with announcer Drew Birns announcing the date and the introduction, "From Comedy Central's World News Headquarters in New York, this is The Daily Show with Trevor Noah".[6][7] Previously, the introduction was "This is The Daily Show, the most important television program, ever." The host then opens the show with a monologue drawing from current news stories and issues. Previously, the show had divided its news commentary into sections known as "Headlines", "Other News", and "This Just In"; these titles were dropped from regular use on October 28, 2002 and were last used on March 6, 2003. Some episodes will begin with a 1-3 minute intro on a small story (or small set of stories) before fully transitioning into the main story of the night.
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 Correspondent segments




The monologue segment is often followed by a segment featuring an exchange with a correspondent—typically introduced as the show's "senior" specialist in the subject at hand—either at the anchor desk with the host or reporting from a false location in front of a greenscreen[image: External link] showing stock footage. Their stated areas of expertise vary depending on the news story that is being discussed, and can range from relatively general (such as Senior Political Analyst) to absurdly specific (such as Senior Religious Registry Correspondent). The cast of correspondents is quite diverse, and many often sarcastically portray extreme stereotypes[image: External link] of themselves to poke fun at a news story, such as "Senior Latino Correspondent", "Senior Youth Correspondent" or "Senior Black Correspondent". They typically present absurd or humorously exaggerated takes on current events against the host's straight man[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

While correspondents stated to be reporting abroad are usually performing in-studio in front of a greenscreen background, on rare occasions, cast members have recorded pieces on location. For instance, during the week of August 20, 2007, the show aired a series of segments called "Operation Silent Thunder: The Daily Show in Iraq" in which correspondent Rob Riggle[image: External link] reported from Iraq.[8] In August 2008, Riggle traveled to China for a series of segments titled "Rob Riggle: Chasing the Dragon[image: External link]", which focused on the 2008 Beijing Olympics[image: External link].[9]

Jason Jones[image: External link] traveled to Iran in early June 2009 to report on the Iranian elections, and John Oliver traveled to South Africa for the series of segments "Into Africa" to report on the 2010 FIFA World Cup. In March 2012, John Oliver[image: External link] traveled to Gabon, on the west African coast, to report on the Gabonese government's decision to donate $2 million to UNESCO after the United States cut its funding for UNESCO earlier that year. On July 19, 2016, Roy Wood Jr.[image: External link] reported live from the Republican National Convention[image: External link] and talked about Donald Trump[image: External link]'s African-American support.

Correspondent segments feature a rotating supporting cast, and involve the show's members travelling to different locations to file comedic reports on current news stories and conduct interviews with people related to the featured issue. Topics have varied widely; during the early years of the show they tended toward character-driven human interest stories such as Bigfoot[image: External link] enthusiasts. Since Stewart began hosting in 1999, the focus of the show has become more political and the field pieces have come to more closely reflect current issues and debates.[10] Under Kilborn and the early years of Stewart, most interviewees were either unaware or not entirely aware of the comedic nature of The Daily Show. However, as the show began to gain popularity—particularly following its coverage of the 2000[image: External link] and 2004[image: External link] presidential elections—most of the subjects now interviewed are aware of the comedic element.[11]
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 Recurring segments




Main article: List of The Daily Show recurring segments[image: External link]


Some segments[image: External link] have recurred periodically throughout different tenures, such as "Back in Black" (segments hosted by comedian Lewis Black[image: External link]) & "Your Moment of Zen". Since the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], a common segment of the show has been dubbed "Mess O' Potamia[image: External link]", focusing on the United States' policies in the Middle East, especially Iraq.[12] Elections in the United States were a prominent focus in the show's "Indecision" coverage throughout Stewart & Noah's time as host (the title "InDecision" is a parody of NBC News[image: External link]' "Decision" segment). Since 2000, under Stewart's tenure, the show went on the road to record week-long specials from the cities hosting the Democratic[image: External link] and Republican National Convention[image: External link].[13] For the 2006 U.S. midterm elections[image: External link], a week of episodes was recorded in the contested state of Ohio[image: External link].[14] The "Indecision" & "Democalpyse" coverage of the 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016 elections all culminated in live Election Night[image: External link] specials.[15]

With Noah as host, one new recurring segment has been "What the Actual Fact", with correspondent Desi Lydic[image: External link] examining statements made by political figures during speeches or events. Under Noah, the continuation of "Democalypse" and "Indecision" also took place with live shows after the Republican National Convention[image: External link] and Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[16] For the first time, under Noah, the show also went live after all three U.S presidential debates[image: External link] in 2016.
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 Interviews




In the show's third act, the host conducts an interview with a celebrity guest. Guests come from a wide range of cultural sources, and include actors, musicians, authors, athletes, pundits, policy experts and political figures.[17] During Stewart's tenure, the show's guests tended away from celebrities and more towards non-fiction authors and political pundits, as well as many prominent elected officials.[12] In the show's earlier years it struggled to book high-profile politicians. (In 1999, for an Indecision 2000 segment, Steve Carell[image: External link] struggled to talk his way off Republican candidate John McCain[image: External link]'s press overflow bus and onto the Straight Talk Express[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]] However its rise in popularity, particularly following the show's coverage of the 2000 and 2004 elections, made Stewart according to a Rolling Stone[image: External link] (2006) article, "the hot destination for anyone who wants to sell books or seem hip, from presidential candidates to military dictators". Newsweek[image: External link] labeled it "the coolest pit stop on television".[18][19]

Prominent political guests have included U.S. President Barack Obama[image: External link],[20] Vice President Joe Biden[image: External link],[21] former Presidents Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and Bill Clinton[image: External link], former British Prime Ministers Tony Blair[image: External link] and Gordon Brown[image: External link], former Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf[image: External link], Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf[image: External link], Bolivian President Evo Morales[image: External link], Jordanian King Abdullah II[image: External link], Estonia Prime Minister Taavi Roivas[image: External link], Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau[image: External link] and former Mexican President Vicente Fox[image: External link].[22]

The show has played host to former and current members of the Administration and Cabinet as well as members of Congress. Numerous presidential candidates have appeared on the show during their campaigns, including John McCain[image: External link], John Kerry[image: External link], Barack Obama[image: External link] and Hillary Clinton[image: External link].[23]
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 Closing segment




In a closing segment, there is a brief segue to the closing credits in the form of the host introducing "Your Moment of Zen[image: External link]", a humorous piece of video footage without commentary that has been part of the show's wrap-up since the series began in 1996.[24] The segment often relates to a story covered earlier in the episode, but occasionally is merely a humorous or ridiculous clip. Occasionally, the segment is used as a tribute to someone who has died.[25]

Sometimes, before the "Your Moment of Zen", this segment is used for quick promotions. The host might promote the show that follows right after their broadcast, such as promoting the show @midnight[image: External link]. This time has also been used to promote films, books or stand-up specials that are affiliated with the host.[26][27][28]

In October 2005, following The Colbert Report's premiere, a new feature (sometimes referred to as the toss) was added to the closing segment in which Stewart would have a short exchange with "our good friend, Stephen Colbert[image: External link] at The Colbert Report[image: External link]", which aired immediately after. The two would have a scripted comedic exchange via split-screen from their respective sets. In 2007, the "toss" was cut back to twice per week, and by 2009 was once a week before gradually being phased out. It was used on the 2014 mid-term election night and again just before the final episode[image: External link] of The Colbert Report on December 18, 2014, and returned upon the premiere of The Nightly Show with Larry Wilmore[image: External link]. Stewart then regularly tossed to Wilmore at the end of his Monday night episodes. Under Noah, the "toss" was never used.
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 Studio




The host sits at his desk on the elevated island stage[image: External link] in the style of a traditional news show. The show relocated from its original New York studio in late-1998 to NEP[image: External link] Studio 54 in New York City's Hell's Kitchen[image: External link] neighborhood, where it remained until 2005, when the studio was claimed by The Colbert Report.[29] On July 11, 2005, the show premiered in its new studio, NEP Studio 52, at 733 11th Avenue, a few blocks west of its former location.[30] The set of the new studio was given a sleeker, more formal look, including a backdrop of three large projection screens. The traditional guests' couch, which had been a part of the set since the show's premiere, was done away with in favor of simple upright chairs. The change was initially not well-received, spawning a backlash among some fans and prompting a "Bring Back the Couch" campaign. The campaign was mentioned on subsequent shows by Stewart and supported by Daily Show contributor Bob Wiltfong[image: External link].[31][32] The couch was eventually featured in a sweepstakes in which the winner received the couch, round-trip tickets to New York, tickets to the show, and a small sum of money.[33]

On April 9, 2007, the show debuted a new set. The projection screens were revamped (with one large screen behind Stewart, while the smaller one behind the interview subject remained the same), a large, global map directly behind Stewart, a more open studio floor, and a J-shaped desk supported at one end by a globe. The intro was also updated; the graphics, display names, dates, and logos were all changed.[34]

On September 28, 2015, the show debuted a new set alongside the debut of Trevor Noah[image: External link]'s tenure. According to Larry Hartman, Noah took a lot of inspiration from Stewart's set.[35] A second on-stage 'jumbo-tron' was added and the colours of the set were made lighter. The graphics, intro, theme music, lower thirds, logo, etc were also all revamped.[36] On July 19, 2016, the set and graphics were given another change to reflect Democalypse 2016 and denote The Daily Show's RNC[image: External link] and DNC[image: External link] coverage (which was taped in the conventions' respective cities).[37] The new temporary sets had a Washington[image: External link] theme, and was meant to show that Washington is "a little broke" and needs "repair".[38] Though the studio was reverted back to its former self after the election week in 2016, the changes to the graphics were kept.
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 Production




The show's writers begin each day with a morning meeting where they review material that researchers have gathered from major newspapers, the Associated Press[image: External link], cable news[image: External link] television channels and websites, and discuss headline material for the lead news segment. Throughout the morning they work on writing deadline pieces inspired by recent news, as well as longer-term projects. By lunchtime, Noah — who describes his role as that of the captain of a team[39] — has begun to review headline jokes. The script is submitted by 3 pm, and at 4:15 there is a rehearsal. An hour is left for rewrites before a 6 pm taping in front of a live studio audience.[6][19]

The Daily Show typically tapes four new episodes a week, Monday through Thursday, forty-two weeks a year.[40] The show is broadcast at 11 PM Eastern[image: External link]/10 PM Central[image: External link], a time when local television stations show their news reports and about half an hour before most other late-night comedy programs begin to go on the air. The program is rerun several times the next day, including a 7:30 PM Eastern/6:30 PM Central prime time broadcast.
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 History
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 Hosting timeline
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 Craig Kilborn's tenure (1996–98)




The Daily Show was created by Lizz Winstead[image: External link] and Madeleine Smithberg[41] and premiered on Comedy Central on July 22, 1996, having been marketed as a replacement for Politically Incorrect[image: External link] (a successful Comedy Central program that had moved to ABC[image: External link] earlier that year).[42] Madeleine Smithberg was co-creator of The Daily Show as well as the former executive producer[image: External link]. A graduate of Binghamton University[image: External link], she was an executive producer of Steve Harvey's Big Time[image: External link] and a talent[image: External link] coordinator for Late Night with David Letterman[image: External link].[41]

Aiming to parody conventional newscasts, it featured a comedic monologue of the day's headlines from anchor Craig Kilborn[image: External link] (a well-known co-anchor of ESPN[image: External link]'s SportsCenter[image: External link]), as well as mockumentary[image: External link] style on-location reports, in-studio segments and debates from regular correspondents Winstead, Brian Unger[image: External link], Beth Littleford[image: External link], and A. Whitney Brown[image: External link].[43]
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 Common segments




Common segments[image: External link] included "This Day in Hasselhoff[image: External link] History" and "Last Weekend's Top-Grossing Films, Converted into Lira[image: External link]", in parody of entertainment news shows and their tendency to lead out to commercials with trivia such as celebrity birthdays.[44] Another commercial lead-out featured Winstead's parents, on her answering machine, reading that day's "Final Jeopardy![image: External link]" question and answer.[45] In each show, Kilborn would conduct celebrity interviews, ending with a segment called "Five Questions" in which the guest was made to answer a series of questions that were typically a combination of obscure fact and subjective opinion.[46] These are highlighted in a 1998 book titled The Daily Show: Five Questions, which contains transcripts of Kilborn's best interviews.[47] Each episode concluded with a segment called "Your Moment of Zen" that showed random video clips of humorous and sometimes morbid interest such as visitors at a Chinese zoo feeding baby chickens to the alligators.[48] Originally the show was recorded without a studio audience, featuring only the laughter of its own off-camera staff members. A studio audience was incorporated into the show for its second season, and has remained since.[49]
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 Differences between Kilborn's version and Stewart's version




The show was much less politically focused than it later became under Jon Stewart, having what Stephen Colbert described as a local news feel and involving more character-driven humor as opposed to news-driven humor.[10] Winstead recalls that when the show was first launched there was constant debate regarding what the show's focus should be. While she wanted a more news-driven focus, the network was concerned that this would not appeal to viewers and pushed for "a little more of a hybrid of entertainment and politics".[50] The show was slammed by some reviewers as being too mean-spirited, particularly towards the interview subjects of field pieces; a criticism acknowledged by some of the show's cast.[by whom?[image: External link]] Describing his time as a correspondent under Kilborn, Colbert says, "You wanted to take your soul off, put it on a wire hanger, and leave it in the closet before you got on the plane to do one of these pieces."[51] One reviewer from The New York Times criticized the show for being too cruel and for lacking a central editorial vision or ideology, describing it as "bereft of an ideological or artistic center... precocious but empty."[52]
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 Craig Kilborn's departure




There were reports of backstage friction between Kilborn and some of the female staff, particularly the show's co-creator Lizz Winstead[image: External link]. Winstead had not been involved in the hiring of Kilborn, and disagreed with him over what direction the show should take. "I spent eight months developing and staffing a show and seeking a tone with producers and writers. Somebody else put him in place. There were bound to be problems. I viewed the show as content-driven; he viewed it as host-driven", she said.[53] In a 1997 Esquire[image: External link] magazine interview, Kilborn made a sexually explicit joke about Winstead. Comedy Central responded by suspending Kilborn without pay for one week, and Winstead quit soon after.[54]

In 1998, Kilborn left The Daily Show to replace Tom Snyder[image: External link] on CBS's The Late Late Show[image: External link]. He claimed the "Five Questions" interview segment as intellectual property, disallowing any future Daily Show hosts from using it in their interviews.[55] Correspondents Brian Unger and A. Whitney Brown left the show shortly before him, but the majority of the show's crew and writing staff stayed on.[56] Kilborn's last show as host aired on December 17, 1998, ending a 386 episode tenure. Reruns were shown until Jon Stewart's debut four weeks later.[57] Kilborn made a short appearance on Jon Stewart's final edition of the Daily Show saying "I knew you were going to run this thing into the ground."[58]
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 Jon Stewart's tenure (1999–2015)
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 Shift in content




Comedian Jon Stewart took over as host of the show, which was retitled The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, on January 11, 1999.[59] Stewart had previously hosted Short Attention Span Theater[image: External link] on Comedy Central,[60] two shows on MTV[image: External link] (You Wrote It, You Watch It[image: External link] and an eponymous talk show[image: External link]), as well as a syndicated late-night talk show, and had been cast in films and television.[61] In taking over hosting from Kilborn, Stewart initially retained much of the same staff and on-air talent, allowing many pieces to transition without much trouble, while other features like "God Stuff", with John Bloom[image: External link] presenting an assortment of actual clips from various televangelists, and "Backfire", an in-studio debate between Brian Unger and A. Whitney Brown, evolved into the similar pieces of "This Week in God" and Stephen Colbert[image: External link] and Steve Carell[image: External link]'s "Even Stevphen". Since the change, a number of new features have been, and continue to be, developed. The ending segment "Your Moment of Zen", previously consisting of a random selection of humorous videos, was diversified to sometimes include recaps or extended versions of news clips shown earlier in the show.[24] The show's theme music, "Dog on Fire" by Bob Mould[image: External link], was re-recorded by They Might Be Giants[image: External link] shortly after Stewart joined the show.[62][63]

Stewart served not only as host but also as a writer and executive producer of the series. He recalls that he initially struggled with the Kilborn holdover writers to gain control of the show and put his own imprint on the show's voice, a struggle that led to the departure of a number of the holdover writers.[64] Instrumental in shaping the voice of the show under Stewart was former editor of The Onion[image: External link] Ben Karlin[image: External link] who, along with fellow Onion contributor David Javerbaum[image: External link], joined the staff in 1999 as head writer and was later promoted to executive producer. Their experience in writing for the satirical newspaper, which uses fake stories to mock real print journalism and current events, would influence the comedic direction of the show; Stewart recalls the hiring of Karlin as the point at which things "[started] to take shape". Describing his approach to the show, Karlin said, "The main thing, for me, is seeing hypocrisy. People who know better saying things that you know they don't believe."[11]

Under Stewart and Karlin The Daily Show developed a markedly different style, bringing a sharper political focus to the humor than the show previously exhibited. Then-correspondent Stephen Colbert recalls that Stewart specifically asked him to have a political viewpoint, and to allow his passion for issues to carry through into his comedy.[65] Colbert says that whereas under Kilborn the focus was on "human interest-y" pieces, with Stewart as host the show's content became more "issues and news driven", particularly after the beginning of the 2000 election[image: External link] campaign with which the show dealt in its "Indecision 2000[image: External link]" coverage.[10][66] Stewart himself describes the show's coverage of the 2000 election recount[image: External link] as the point at which the show found its editorial voice. "That's when I think we tapped into the emotional angle of the news for us and found our editorial footing," he says.[67] Following the September 11th attacks[image: External link], The Daily Show went off the air for nine days. Upon its return, Stewart opened the show with a somber monologue, that, according to Jeremy Gillick and Nonna Gorilovskaya, addressed both the absurdity and importance of his role as a comedian. Commented Stewart:


They said to get back to work, and there were no jobs available for a man in the fetal position. . . . We sit in the back and we throw spitballs – never forgetting the fact that it is a luxury in this country that allows us to do that. . . . The view from my apartment was the World Trade Center. Now it's gone. They attacked it. This symbol of American ingenuity and strength and labor and imagination and commerce and it is gone. But you know what the view is now? The Statue of Liberty. The view from the south of Manhattan is now the Statue of Liberty. You can't beat that.[68]

— Jon Stewart, Thursday, September 20, 2001 broadcast



Gillick and Gorilovskaya point to the September 11 attacks and the beginning of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as the point at which Jon Stewart emerged as a trusted national figure. Robert Thompson, the director of the Bleier Center for Television and Popular Culture at Syracuse University, recalled of this period, "When all the news guys were walking on eggshells, Jon was hammering those questions about WMDs."[68]
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 Broadening the role of the correspondent




During Stewart's tenure, the role of the correspondent broadened to encompass not only field segments but also frequent in-studio exchanges. Under Kilborn, Colbert says that his work as a correspondent initially involved "character driven [field] pieces—like, you know, guys who believe in Bigfoot." However, as the focus of the show has become more news-driven, correspondents have increasingly been used in studio pieces, either as experts discussing issues at the anchor desk or as field journalists reporting from false locations in front of a green screen. Colbert says that this change has allowed correspondents to be more involved with the show, as it has permitted them to work more closely with the host and writers.[10]
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 Popularity and critical respect




The show's 2000 and 2004 election coverage, combined with a new satirical edge, helped to catapult Stewart and The Daily Show to new levels of popularity and critical respect.[69] Since Stewart became host, the show has won 23 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] and three Peabody Awards[image: External link], and its ratings steadily increased. In 2003, the show was averaging nearly a million viewers, an increase of nearly threefold since the show's inception as Comedy Central became available in more households.[70] By September 2008, the show averaged nearly two million viewers per night.[71] Senator Barack Obama[image: External link]'s interview on October 29, 2008, pulled in 3.6 million viewers.[72]
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 In the political spectrum




The move towards greater involvement in political issues and the increasing popularity of the show in certain key demographics have led to examinations of where the views of the show fit in the political spectrum. Adam Clymer[image: External link], among many others, has argued that The Daily Show is more critical of Republicans than Democrats.[73] Stewart, who voted Democratic in the 2004 presidential election,[74] acknowledged that the show has a more liberal point of view, but that it is not "a liberal organization" with a political agenda and its duty first and foremost is to be funny. He acknowledges that the show is not necessarily an "equal opportunity offender", explaining that Republicans tended to provide more comedic fodder because "I think we consider those with power and influence targets and those without it, not."[75] In an interview in 2005, when asked how he responded to critics claiming that The Daily Show is overly liberal, Stephen Colbert, also a self-proclaimed Democrat,[76] said in an interview during the Bush Administration, when the Republicans held a majority in the House and Senate: "We are liberal, but Jon's very respectful of the Republican guests, and, listen, if liberals were in power it would be easier to attack them, but Republicans have the executive, legislative and judicial branches, so making fun of Democrats is like kicking a child, so it's just not worth it."[77]

Stewart is critical of Democratic[image: External link] politicians for being weak, timid, or ineffective. He said in an interview with Larry King, prior to the 2006 elections, "I honestly don't feel that [the Democrats] make an impact. They have forty-nine percent of the vote and three percent of the power. At a certain point you go, 'Guys, pick up your game.'"[78] He has targeted them for failing to effectively stand on some issues, such as the war in Iraq, describing them as "incompetent" and "unable... to locate their asses, even when presented with two hands and a special ass map."[79]

Karlin, then the show's executive producer, said in a 2004 interview that while there is a collective sensibility among the staff which, "when filtered through Jon and the correspondents, feels uniform," the principal goal of the show is comedy. "If you have a legitimately funny joke in support of the notion that gay people are an affront to God, we'll put that motherfucker on!"[80]

On November 17, 2009, Vice President Joe Biden appeared on the show, making him the first sitting vice president to do so.[81] On October 27, 2010, President Barack Obama became the first sitting U.S. president to be interviewed on the show, wherein Obama commented he "loved" the show.[82] Obama took issue with Stewart's suggestion that his health care program was "timid."[83]

After the United States Senate[image: External link] failed to pass and the media failed to cover the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act[image: External link], which would provide health monitoring and financial aid to sick first responders of the September 11 attacks[image: External link], Stewart dedicated the entire December 16, 2010, broadcast to the issue. During the next week, a revived version of the bill gained new life, with the potential of being passed before the winter recess.[84][85] Stewart was praised by both politicians and affected first responders for the bill's passage. According to Syracuse University[image: External link] professor of television, radio and film Robert J. Thompson, "Without him, it's unlikely it would've passed. I don't think Brian Williams[image: External link], Katie Couric[image: External link] or Diane Sawyer[image: External link] would've been allowed to do this."[86]
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 Writers' strike




Due to the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], the show went on hiatus[image: External link] on November 5, 2007. Although the strike continued until February 2008, the show returned to air on January 7, 2008, without its staff of writers. In solidarity with the writers, the show was referred to as A Daily Show with Jon Stewart rather than The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, until the end of the strike.[87] As a member of the Writers Guild of America[image: External link], Stewart was barred from writing any material for the show himself which he or his writers would ordinarily write.[88] As a result, Stewart and the correspondents largely ad-libbed[image: External link] the show around planned topics.[89]

In an effort to fill time while keeping to the strike-related restrictions, the show aired or re-aired some previously recorded segments, and Stewart engaged in a briefly recurring mock feud[image: External link] with fellow late-night hosts Stephen Colbert[image: External link] and Conan O'Brien[image: External link].[90] The strike officially ended on February 12, 2008, with the show's writers returning to work the following day, at which point the title of The Daily Show was restored.[91]
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 Stewart's absence in 2013




Starting in June 2013 Jon Stewart took a twelve-week break to direct Rosewater[image: External link], a drama about a journalist jailed by Iran for four months. John Oliver[image: External link] replaced Stewart at the anchor desk for two months, to be followed by one month of reruns.[92] Oliver received positive reviews for his hosting,[93][94] leading to his departure from the show in December 2013[95] for his own show Last Week Tonight with John Oliver[image: External link], which debuted April 27, 2014 on HBO[image: External link].[96]
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 Jon Stewart's departure




On February 10, 2015, Stewart announced that he would be leaving the show later in the year. Comedy Central indicated in a statement that The Daily Show would continue without Stewart, saying it would "endure for years to come".[97]

On June 25, 2015, Comedy Central announced that to lead up to Stewart's final episode, it would hold "Your Month of Zen"—an online marathon[image: External link] streaming every episode of Stewart's tenure from June 26 to August 6, 2015.[98]

On August 6, 2015, Stewart's final episode aired as an hour-long special in three segments. The first featured a reunion of a majority of the correspondents and contributors from throughout the show's history as well as a pre-recorded "anti-tribute" (mocking Stewart) from various frequent guests and "friends" of the show. The second segment featured a pre-recorded tour of the Daily Show production facility and studio introducing all of the show's staff and crew. The final segment featured a short farewell speech from Stewart followed by the final "Moment of Zen" (being 'his own' moment of zen): a performance of "Land of Hope and Dreams[image: External link]" and "Born to Run[image: External link]" by Bruce Springsteen[image: External link] and the E Street Band[image: External link].
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 Trevor Noah's tenure (2015–present)




On March 30, 2015, it was announced that Trevor Noah[image: External link] would replace Stewart as host of The Daily Show.[99] Trevor Noah's first show was on September 28, 2015 with comedian Kevin Hart[image: External link] as his first guest. Noah's premiere episode was simulcast by Viacom[image: External link] on Comedy Central, Nick-at-Nite[image: External link], Spike[image: External link], MTV[image: External link], MTV2[image: External link], mtvU[image: External link], VH1[image: External link], VH1 Classic[image: External link], BET[image: External link], Centric[image: External link], CMT[image: External link], TV Land[image: External link] and Logo TV[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Differences between Stewart's version and Noah's version




In addition to changes in the tone of the show, Noah has also implemented stylistic changes to the show, with an updated set,[100] new graphics[101] and his monologue sometimes taking place while standing in front of a screen as opposed to sitting at the desk. Trevor also increased the usage of impersonations & characterisations for his comedy on the show, due to his ability to speak in multiple accents and eight languages.[102]

The debut of The Daily Show with Trevor Noah brought along three new correspondents: Roy Wood Jr.[image: External link], Desi Lydic[image: External link] and Ronny Chieng[image: External link].[103]

In January 2016, The Daily Show with Trevor Noah started to use a modified version of the show's previous theme, composed by Timbaland[image: External link] and King Logan[image: External link].[104] The theme is a remix of the old theme with the addition of rock[image: External link].

Trevor Noah[image: External link] also avoided talking too much about Fox News[image: External link], as Stewart was previously known for. "The Daily Show was based on an emerging 24 hour news cycle, that’s everything it was, that’s what inspired The Daily Show. Now you look at news and it’s changed. It’s no longer predicated around 24 hour news. There are so many different choices. Half of it is online now. Now you’ve got the 'Gawker's, the 'Buzzfeed's. The way people are drawing their news is soundbites and headlines and click-bait links has changed everything. The biggest challenge is going to be an exciting one I'm sure is how are we going to bring all of that together looking at it from a bigger lens as opposed to just going after one source — which was historically Fox News" Noah said at a press conference before the shows debut.[105]
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 Stewart visits The Daily Show with Trevor Noah; Jordan Klepper Guest Hosts




On December 8, 2015, former host Jon Stewart returned to The Daily Show for the first time in an extended length show to return attention to extending the James Zadroga[image: External link] 9/11 Health and Compensation Act, otherwise referred to as 9/11 First Responders Bill, which Stewart explained had been blocked by Paul Ryan[image: External link] and Mitch McConnell[image: External link] for political reasons.[106][107] On October 20, 2016, Noah was unable to host a scheduled taping of The Daily Show due to illness,[108] so correspondent Jordan Klepper[image: External link] guest hosted.
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 Correspondents, contributors, and staff




Main articles: List of The Daily Show correspondents[image: External link] and List of The Daily Show writers[image: External link]


The show's correspondents have two principal roles: experts with satirical senior titles that Noah interviews about certain issues, or hosts of field reporting segments which often involve humorous commentary and interviews relating to a current issue. The current team of correspondents collectively known as "The Best F#@king[image: External link] News Team Ever" includes Ronny Chieng[image: External link], Jordan Klepper[image: External link], Desi Lydic[image: External link], Hasan Minhaj[image: External link], and Roy Wood, Jr.[image: External link][109] Contributors appear on a less frequent basis, often with their own unique recurring segment or topic.[109] Current contributors are Lewis Black[image: External link], Michelle Wolf[image: External link], Adam Lowitt[image: External link] and Eliza Cossio.[110] Ben Karlin says that the on-air talent contribute in many ways to the material they perform, playing an integral role in the creation of their field pieces as well as being involved with their scripted studio segments, either taking part early on in the writing process or adding improvised material during the rehearsal.[40]

The show has featured a number of well-known comedians throughout its run and is notable for boosting the careers of several of these. Scott Dikkers[image: External link], editor-in-chief of The Onion, describes it as a key launching pad for comedic talent, saying that "I don't know if there's a better show you could put on your resume right now."[111] Steve Carell, who was a correspondent between 1999 and 2005 before moving on to a movie career and starring television role in The Office[image: External link], credits Stewart and The Daily Show with his success.[112] In 2005, the show's longest-serving correspondent, Stephen Colbert, became the host of the spin-off The Colbert Report[image: External link], earning critical and popular acclaim.[113] Colbert would host the program until he was chosen to replace David Letterman[image: External link] as host of CBS[image: External link]'s Late Show[image: External link] in 2015.[114] Ed Helms[image: External link], a former correspondent from 2002 to 2006, also starred on NBC's The Office[image: External link] and was a main character in the 2009 hit The Hangover[image: External link].[115]

After filling in as host during Stewart's two-month absence in the summer of 2013[116], John Oliver went on to host his own show on HBO, Last Week Tonight with John Oliver[image: External link]. In 2016, former correspondent Samantha Bee[image: External link] launched her own late-night talk show Full Frontal with Samantha Bee[image: External link]. Jason Jones[image: External link], another former correspondent, serves as executive producer for the show.[117]

In June 2010, actress-comedian Olivia Munn began a tryout period on the show as a correspondent. Her credentials were questioned by Irin Carmon of the website Jezebel, who suggested that Munn was better known as a sex symbol than as a comedian.[118] Carmon's column was denounced by Munn and the Daily Show's female writers, producers, and correspondents, 32 of whom posted a rebuttal on the show's website in which they asserted that the description of the Daily Show office given by the Jezebel piece was not accurate.[119][120] Munn appeared as a Daily Show correspondent in a total of 16 episodes, from June 2010 to September 2011.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Wyatt Cenac[image: External link] had a tumultuous tenure on the show, revealing in a July 2015 interview on WTF with Marc Maron[image: External link], that his departure stemmed in part from a heated argument he had with Jon Stewart in June 2011 over a bit about Republican Presidential candidate Herman Cain[image: External link].[121][122] However, Cenac did return for Stewart's final episode to bid him farewell and the two exchanged an intentionally awkward conversation.[123][124][125][126]
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 Guest hosts





	
Samantha Bee[image: External link] and Jason Jones[image: External link], 1 episode (October 7, 2014)

	
Steve Carell[image: External link], 7 episodes (February 21, 2001, Mar. 27–29, 2001, Apr 2 & 4, 2001, and May 1, 2001)

	
Stephen Colbert[image: External link], 11 episodes (January 24, 2001, Feb 20 & 22, 2001, Mar. 26–27, 2001, Apr 3 & 5, 2001, May 2–3, 2001, March 6, 2003, and July 6, 2004)

	
Rob Corddry[image: External link], 1 episode (February 9, 2006)

	
Vance DeGeneres[image: External link], 2 episodes (Feb. 26–27, 2001)

	
Jordan Klepper[image: External link], 1 episode (October 20, 2016)

	
John Oliver[image: External link], 33 episodes (June 10, 2013 to August 15, 2013, and November 13, 2014)

	
Mo Rocca[image: External link], 1 episode (February 27, 2001)

	
Nancy Walls[image: External link], 2 episodes (February 21, 2001 and March 29, 2001)
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 Reception
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 Ratings




Television ratings[image: External link] from 2008 show that the program generally drew 1.45 to 1.6 million viewers nightly, a high figure for cable television.[127] By the end of 2013 The Daily Show's ratings hit 2.5 million viewers nightly.[128] In demographic[image: External link] terms, the viewership is skewed to a relatively young and well-educated audience compared to traditional news shows. A 2004 Nielsen Media Research[image: External link] study commissioned by Comedy Central put the median age at 35. During the 2004 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], the show received more male viewers in the 18- to 34-year-old age demographic than Nightline[image: External link], Meet the Press[image: External link], Hannity & Colmes[image: External link] and all of the evening news broadcasts.[129]

For this reason, commentators such as Howard Dean[image: External link] and Ted Koppel[image: External link] posited that Stewart served as a real source of news for young people, regardless of his intentions.[130][131] In 2016, a The New York Times[image: External link] study of the 50 TV shows with the most Facebook Likes[image: External link] found that The Daily Show was "most popular in cities and other more liberal-leaning areas along the coasts. Peak popularity is in San Francisco; it's least popular in Alabama".[132]
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 As a news source




The show's writers reject the idea that The Daily Show has become a source of news for young people. Stewart argues that Americans are living in an "age of information osmosis[image: External link]" in which it is close to impossible to gain one's news from any single source, and says that his show succeeds comedically because the viewers already have some knowledge about current events. "Our show would not be valuable to people who didn't understand the news because it wouldn't make sense," he argues. "We make assumptions about your level of knowledge that... if we were your only source of news, you would just watch our show and think, 'I don't know what's happening.'"[133]

A 2006 study published by Indiana University[image: External link] tried to compare the substantive amount of information of The Daily Show against prime time network news broadcasts[image: External link], and concluded that when it comes to substance, there is little difference between The Daily Show and other news outlets. The study contended that, since both programs are more focused on the nature of " infotainment[image: External link]" and ratings than on the dissemination of information, both are broadly equal in terms of the amount of substantial news coverage they offer.[134]

As the lines between comedy show and news show have blurred, Jon Stewart has come under pressure in some circles to engage in more serious journalism. Tucker Carlson[image: External link] and Daily Show co-creator Lizz Winstead[image: External link] have chastised Stewart for criticizing politicians and newspeople in his solo segments and then, in interviews with the same people, rarely taking them to task face-to-face. In 2004, Winstead expressed a desire for Stewart to ask harder satirical questions, saying, "When you are interviewing a Richard Perle[image: External link] or a Kissinger[image: External link], if you give them a pass, then you become what you are satirizing. You have a war criminal sitting on your couch—to just let him be a war criminal sitting on your couch means you are having to respect some kind of boundary."[135] She has argued that The Daily Show's success and access to the youth vote should allow Stewart to press political guests harder without fearing that they will not return to the show.[136] In 2010, Winstead had changed her views, commenting that since 2004, Stewart did some of the hardest-hitting interviews on TV.[137] Stewart said in 2003 that he does not think of himself as a social or media critic and rejects the idea that he has any journalistic role as an interviewer.[138]

During Stewart's appearance on CNN[image: External link]'s Crossfire[image: External link], Stewart criticized that show and said that it was "hurting America" by sensationalizing debates and enabling political spin[image: External link]. When co-host Carlson argued that Stewart himself had not asked John Kerry substantial questions when Kerry appeared on The Daily Show, Stewart countered that it was not his job to give hard-hitting interviews and that a "fake news" comedy program should not be held to the same standards as real journalism. "You're on CNN!" Stewart said, "The show that leads into me is puppets making crank phone calls[image: External link]! What is wrong with you?"[139] Media critic Dan Kennedy says that Stewart came off as disingenuous in this exchange because "you can't interview Bill Clinton, Richard Clarke[image: External link], Bill O'Reilly, Bob Dole[image: External link], etc., etc., and still say you're just a comedian."[136]

A 2004 study into the effect of The Daily Show on viewers' attitudes found that participants had a more negative opinion of both President Bush and then Democratic presidential nominee John Kerry. Participants also expressed more cynical views of the electoral system and news media.[140] Political scientists Jody Baumgartner and Jonathan Morris, who conducted the study, state that it is not clear how such cynicism would affect the political behavior of the show's viewers. While disillusionment and negative perceptions of the presidential candidates could discourage watchers from voting, Baumgartner and Morris say it is also possible that discontent could prompt greater involvement and that by following the show, viewers may potentially become more engaged and informed voters, with a broader political knowledge.[141]

Rachel Larris, who has also conducted an academic study of The Daily Show, disputes the findings of Baumgartner and Morris. Larris argues that the study measured cynicism in overly broad terms, and that it would be extremely hard to find a causal link between viewing The Daily Show and thinking or acting in a particular way.[142] Bloggers such as Marty Kaplan of The Huffington Post argue that so long as Stewart's comedy is grounded in truth, responsibility for increased cynicism belongs to the political and media figures themselves, not the comedian who satirizes them.[143]

Stewart himself says that he does not perceive his show as cynical. "It's so interesting to me that people talk about late-night comedy being cynical," he says. "What's more cynical than forming an ideological news network like Fox[image: External link] and calling it 'fair and balanced[image: External link]'? What we do, I almost think, is adorable in its idealism."[144] Stewart has said that he does not take any joy in the failings of American government, despite the comedic fodder they provide. "We're not the guys at the craps[image: External link] table betting against the line," he said on Larry King Live[image: External link]. "If government suddenly became inspiring... we would be the happiest people in the world to turn our attention to idiots like, you know, media people, no offense."[78]

In July 2009, Time[image: External link] magazine held an online poll entitled "Now that Walter Cronkite[image: External link] has passed on, who is America's most trusted newscaster?"[145] Jon Stewart won with 44% of the vote, 15 points ahead of Brian Williams in second place with 29%.[146] Stewart downplayed the results on the show stating "It was an Internet poll and I was the 'None of the above' option".[citation needed[image: External link]]

In December 2013, TV Guide ranked Jon Stewart's run on the show at #53 on its list of the 60 Best Series of All Time.[147]
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 Effectiveness




In late 2004, the National Annenberg Election Survey[image: External link] at the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] ran a study of American television viewers and found that fans of The Daily Show had a more accurate idea of the facts behind the 2004 presidential election[image: External link] than most others, including those who primarily got their news through the national network evening newscasts and through reading newspapers.[148] However, in a 2004 campaign survey conducted by the Pew Research Center those who cited comedy shows such as The Daily Show as a source for news were among the least informed on campaign events and key aspects of the candidates' backgrounds while those who cited the Internet, National Public Radio[image: External link], and news magazines were the most informed. Even when age and education were taken into account, the people who learned about the campaigns through the Internet were still found to be the most informed, while those who learned from comedy shows were the least informed.[149]

In a survey released by the Pew Research Center in April 2007, viewers who watch both The Colbert Report and The Daily Show tend to be more knowledgeable about news than audiences of other news sources. Approximately 54% of The Colbert Report and The Daily Show viewers scored in the high knowledge range, followed by Jim Lehrer[image: External link]'s program at 53% and Bill O'Reilly's program[image: External link] at 51%, significantly higher than the 34% of network morning show viewers. The survey shows that changing news formats have not made much difference on how much the public knows about national and international affairs, but adds that there is no clear connection between news formats and what audiences know.[150] The Project for Excellence in Journalism[image: External link] released a content analysis report suggesting that The Daily Show comes close to providing the complete daily news.[151]
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 Episodes




Main article: List of The Daily Show episodes[image: External link]
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by The Daily Show[image: External link]


Under host Jon Stewart, The Daily Show rose to critical acclaim. It has received two Peabody Awards[image: External link] for its coverage of the 2000[image: External link][152] and 2004 presidential elections[image: External link].[153] Between 2001 and 2015, it has been awarded 21 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] in the categories of Outstanding Variety, Music, or Comedy Series[image: External link] (winner for 10 consecutive years from 2003 to 2012) and Outstanding Writing for a Variety, Music, or Comedy Program[image: External link], and a further seven nominations. The show has also been honored by GLAAD[image: External link], the Television Critics Association[image: External link], and the Satellite Awards[image: External link]. America (The Book)[image: External link]: A Citizen's Guide to Democracy Inaction, the 2004 bestseller written by Stewart and the writing staff of The Daily Show, was recognized by Publishers Weekly[image: External link] as its "Book of the Year", and its abridged audiobook edition received the 2005 Grammy Award[image: External link] for Best Comedy Album[image: External link].[154]

In September 2010, Time[image: External link] magazine selected the series as one of "The 100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME".[155] In 2015, the show received its third Peabody Award for the show's "lasting impact on political satire, television comedy and even politics itself."[156]
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 Global editions




The Daily Show airs on various networks worldwide; in addition, an edited version of the show called The Daily Show: Global Edition is produced each week specifically for overseas audiences. It has been airing outside of the U.S. on CNN International[image: External link] and other overseas networks since September 2002.[157] This edition runs for half an hour and contains a selection of segments including one guest interview from the preceding week's shows, usually from the Monday or Tuesday episode. Noah provides an exclusive introductory monologue in front of an audience, usually about the week's prevalent international news story, and closing comments without an audience present.[158] When aired on CNN International, the broadcast is prefaced by a written disclaimer: "The show you are about to watch is a news parody. Its stories are not fact checked. Its reporters are not journalists. And its opinions are not fully thought through."[citation needed[image: External link]]

Since February 27, 2017, The Daily Show with Trevor Noah has been regularly simulcast on Black Entertainment Television[image: External link].

Between 2001 and 2006, Westwood One[image: External link] broadcast small, ninety-second portions of the show to various radio stations across America.[159]

In Canada, The Daily Show is aired on The Comedy Network[image: External link] (a cable channel similar to Comedy Central), in simulcast with the Comedy Central airing, as well as on the CTV[image: External link] broadcast network at 12:05 a.m. local time, following late local newscasts.

In the United Kingdom and Ireland, the digital television channel More4[image: External link] used to broadcast episodes of The Daily Show Tuesday through Friday evenings with the Global Edition, which is uncensored, airs on Mondays; regular episodes air the evening following their U.S. airing. More4 was the first international broadcaster to syndicate entire Daily Show episodes, though they made edits to the program due to content, language, length or commercial references. The program was also available to watch via the internet video on demand[image: External link] service 4oD[image: External link]. However, the 'toss' to The Colbert Report was usually included even though it was aired on FX[image: External link], another channel.[160] In addition, the placement of commercial breaks followed the UK format, with one break midway through the show rather than several short breaks at various points. When The Daily Show was on hiatus, either re-runs or alternative content were aired. Since January 2011, only the Global Edition is broadcast.[161] In July 2012 Comedy Central[image: External link] announced that The Daily Show would be shown on Comedy Central Extra[image: External link] in the same format as previously on More4, with episodes shown 24 hours after airing in the U.S.[162] The show aired on the channel from July 2012 to April 2015.

The Global Edition of the week of July 20, 2011 was not aired in the UK as it included a segment mocking Rupert Murdoch[image: External link]'s appearance before the House of Commons Culture, Media and Sport Committee in relation to the News International phone hacking scandal[image: External link].[163] Parliamentary rules ban parliamentary proceedings from being broadcast in a satirical context.[163] Stewart dedicated a segment of the show on August 2, 2011 to lampooning the censorship of the episode in Britain.[164] In May that year, The Daily Show mocked the ban on using footage of the Royal Wedding[image: External link] in a satirical context with an animated video that showed Paddington Bear[image: External link], Gollum[image: External link] and Adolf Hitler[image: External link] as guests at the wedding, and depicted its attendants engaging in various forms of violent and sexual behavior.[165] Stewart later discussed the ban with guest Keira Knightley[image: External link].[166]

The Daily Show used to be aired in India[image: External link] on Comedy Central India[image: External link].[167]

The Daily Show is aired on Australian Pay TV[image: External link] channel, The Comedy Channel[image: External link], weeknights at 6:30pm. Free-to-air[image: External link] digital channel ABC2[image: External link] began broadcasting the show without commercial breaks in March 2010, but discontinued in January 2011 when The Comedy Channel[image: External link] obtained exclusive rights;[168] episodes were also available on the network's online service ABC iView[image: External link] shortly after airing.[169] The Comedy Channel[image: External link] (as well as ABC2 during 2010) used to air the show together with The Colbert Report, and both air the Global Edition on Mondays and the regular edition Tuesday through Friday. The Global Edition was previously shown weekend late nights on SBS[image: External link] before moving to Network TEN[image: External link].

In North Africa and the Middle East, the Daily Show was broadcast on Showtime Arabia[image: External link] starting in 2008 and ending in 2015. When the show transitioned under Noah, OSN decided to wait a bit before airing the new show.[170] Now, the Global Edition of Noah's show is broadcast on OSN's Comedy Central HD channel.[171] Episodes are often edited if they contain topics deemed inappropriate for the region.

Episodes of the U.S. version are also available online the next day at Comedy Central's official Daily Show website, although this service is not available in all countries. However, clips for UK and Ireland viewers became available on the UK Comedy Central website[image: External link] in December 2011.[172]
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 The Colbert Report




Main article: The Colbert Report[image: External link]


A spin-off, The Colbert Report, was announced in early May 2005. The show starred former correspondent Stephen Colbert, and served as Comedy Central's answer to the programs of media pundits such as Bill O'Reilly. Colbert, Stewart, and Ben Karlin developed the idea for the show based on a series of faux television commercials that had been created for an earlier Daily Show segment. They pitched the concept to Comedy Central chief Doug Herzog, who agreed to run the show for eight weeks without first creating a pilot.[173] The Colbert Report premiered on October 17, 2005 and aired following The Daily Show for nine years. Initial ratings satisfied Comedy Central and less than three weeks after its debut the show was renewed for a year.[174] The Colbert Report was produced by Jon Stewart's production company, Busboy Productions[image: External link].

In 2014 it was announced that Colbert would leave Comedy Central to host The Late Show with Stephen Colbert[image: External link] on CBS[image: External link] in 2015, following the retirement of David Letterman[image: External link].[175] The final episode of The Colbert Report[image: External link] aired on December 18, 2014.
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 The Nightly Show with Larry Wilmore




Main article: The Nightly Show with Larry Wilmore[image: External link]


On May 9, 2014 it was announced that Larry Wilmore[image: External link] had been selected to host a show on Comedy Central to serve as a replacement for The Colbert Report. On January 19, 2015 Wilmore began hosting The Nightly Show with Larry Wilmore, a late-night[image: External link] panel[image: External link] talk show[image: External link]. It was produced by Busboy Productions. On August 15, 2016, Comedy Central announced that Wilmore's show had been cancelled. The show ended on August 18, 2016, with a total of 259 episodes.[176]
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 The Daily Show: Nederlandse Editie




A local spin-off of the show called The Daily Show: Nederlandse Editie (The Daily Show: Dutch Edition) premiered on the Dutch Comedy Central on January 31, 2011. The program is similar to the original, except with Dutch news and a Dutch view on international news. The show is hosted by comedian Jan-Jaap van der Wal, who was a team captain on Dit was het nieuws[image: External link], the Dutch edition of Have I Got News For You[image: External link].[177] The first episode featured a guest appearance by Jon Stewart (recorded at the New York studio), who gave his official blessing for the show.[178] This is also the first and still only franchise of The Daily Show. The 'Dutch Edition' didn't make it past the test run of 12 episodes due to lack of viewers.
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 Books





	
The Daily Show's Five Questions from Comedy Central, published in 1998, is a book written by Craig Kilborn[image: External link] and other writers of The Daily Show that contains new material from the "Five Questions" segment.

	
America (The Book)[image: External link]: A Citizen's Guide to Democracy Inaction, published in 2004, is a book written by Jon Stewart and other writers of The Daily Show that parodies and satirizes American politics and worldview.

	
Earth (The Book)[image: External link]: A Visitor's Guide to the Human Race, published in 2010, is a book written by Jon Stewart and other writers of The Daily Show and is similar in style to America (The Book), but focuses on planet and human culture instead of the history of America.

	
The Daily Show (The Book): An Oral History as Told by Jon Stewart, the Correspondents, Staff and Guests, published in 2016, is a book written by Chris Smith, a contributing editor at New York Magazine[image: External link], and other members of the Daily Show family. The book chronicles the 16 years of The Daily Show with Jon Stewart.
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 Unofficial spin-offs




The Daily Show’s satirical format has inspired international versions unaffiliated with Comedy Central.


	Iran: The Persian-language[image: External link] satire program Parazit[image: External link] was directly inspired by The Daily Show with the hosts even making a guest appearance on the January 20, 2011, episode of The Daily Show.[179] Parazit was later succeeded by OnTen[image: External link] debuting on May 11, 2012.




	In Germany[image: External link], the heute-Show has aired on ZDF[image: External link] since 2009.[180] The name is derived from the main ZDF news program heute[image: External link].




	In Egypt[image: External link], the show Al Bernameg[image: External link] is modeled after The Daily Show as well. Host Bassem Youssef[image: External link] even imitates Jon Stewart's mannerisms, such as using his mug as a comedic prop.[181]





	In Iraq[image: External link], Albasheer Show[image: External link] is a reduced version (with no celebrity interviews) and is hosted by the Iraqi journalist/comedian Ahmad Al-Basheer; commenting and criticizing local political issues.[citation needed[image: External link]]





	In Israel[image: External link], the Daily Show was one of the main inspirations for Eretz Nehederet[image: External link], a popular Israeli satire.[182]





	In Portugal[image: External link], during the 2009 legislative election campaign, Portuguese comedy group Gato Fedorento[image: External link] hosted Gato Fedorento Esmiúça os Sufrágios, a satirical news show modeled after The Daily Show’s election coverage segments, which attracted immediate public attention after securing the key political candidates as guests.[183]





	In Croatia[image: External link], Montirani proces, a short-lived satirical program, heavily inspired by The Daily Show, ran for only six episodes in 2016,[184] before being controversially cancelled by the newly appointed conservative administration of the Croatian Radiotelevision[image: External link].[185]





	Canada: The Rick Mercer Report[image: External link] is a satirical program that often revolves around Canadian politics and news. The show airs on Canadian network CBC[image: External link] weekly and is inspired by The Daily Show. The taping takes place in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link] in front of a live audience.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	In Armenia[image: External link]: ArmComedy is an Armenian[image: External link] comedy show first aired on March 2012. It is aired thrice a week on ArmNews TV channel. Started as a satirical news website it later evolved into a web series on CivilNet Internet TV channel. After two years creators of the show were invited to expand to network television. "[186] ArmComedy became the "first satiric news show in Armenia dripped in political humor and wit, reporting the real news with a different perspective.".[187] Every episode of ArmComedy is written and hosted by Armenian comedians Narek Margaryan[image: External link] and Sergey Sargsyan. It has been dubbed in press as "Armenia's version of The Daily Show".[188]


	In Ukraine[image: External link]: ChistoNEWS is an Ukrainian[image: External link] comedy show first aired on March 2012.
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The Newsroom (U.S. TV series)






This article is about the HBO drama series. For the 1997 Canadian comedy series, see The Newsroom (Canadian TV series)[image: External link].

The Newsroom is an American television political drama[image: External link] series created and principally written by Aaron Sorkin[image: External link] that premiered on HBO[image: External link] on June 24, 2012, and concluded on December 14, 2014, consisting of 25 episodes over three seasons,[1] with episodes 52 to 73 minutes in length.

The series chronicles the behind-the-scenes events at the fictional Atlantis Cable News (ACN) channel. It features an ensemble cast[image: External link] including Jeff Daniels[image: External link] as anchor Will McAvoy who, together with his staff, sets out to put on a news show "in the face of corporate and commercial obstacles and their own personal entanglements".[2] Other cast members include Emily Mortimer[image: External link], John Gallagher Jr.[image: External link], Alison Pill[image: External link], Thomas Sadoski[image: External link], Dev Patel[image: External link], Olivia Munn, and Sam Waterston[image: External link].

Sorkin, who created the Emmy Award[image: External link]–winning political drama The West Wing[image: External link], had reportedly been developing a cable-news-centered TV drama since 2009. After months of negotiations, premium cable network HBO ordered a pilot in January 2011 and then a full series in September that year. Sorkin did his research for the series by observing several real-world cable news programs first-hand. He served as executive producer, along with Scott Rudin[image: External link] and Alan Poul[image: External link].
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 Series overview




The 25-episode series[image: External link] is set behind the scenes at the fictional Atlantis Cable News (ACN) and revolves around anchor Will McAvoy, his new executive producer[image: External link] MacKenzie McHale, newsroom staff Jim Harper, Maggie Jordan, Sloan Sabbith, Neal Sampat, Don Keefer, and the head of ACN, Charlie Skinner.[3][4]
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 Cast and characters
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 Main cast





	
Jeff Daniels[image: External link] as Will McAvoy: the anchor and managing editor of News Night. A moderate Republican news anchor whose broadcast persona is characterized as unwilling to offend anyone. Known for being difficult to work with, his world is turned upside down when his ex-girlfriend MacKenzie re-enters his life with a plan to revamp his news broadcast.

	
Emily Mortimer[image: External link] as MacKenzie "Mac" Morgan McHale: News Night's new executive producer and Will's ex-girlfriend, returning from 26 months as an embedded journalist overseas, MacKenzie strives to return ACN to the days of real news broadcasts. MacKenzie had an affair with her ex-boyfriend Brian Brenner during her relationship with Will.

	
John Gallagher Jr.[image: External link] as James "Jim" Harper: Senior Producer who follows MacKenzie to News Night. At his new job, he develops feelings for Maggie.

	
Alison Pill[image: External link] as Margaret "Maggie" Jordan: an eager, young associate producer of News Night. Formerly Will's somewhat inept personal assistant, she is appointed an assistant producer by MacKenzie. She has complicated personal relationships with Don and Jim.

	
Thomas Sadoski[image: External link] as Don Keefer: News Night's former executive producer who leaves for the new program on the network, Right Now with Elliot Hirsch, but continues to work with the News Night team in a variety of capacities. Plain-speaking and straightforward, but also quite insecure, Don begins to doubt his feelings for Maggie Jordan. Ultimately, he breaks up with her, encouraging her to go after Jim. He subsequently goes on to date Sloan.

	
Dev Patel[image: External link] as Neal Sampat: writer of Will's blog and electronic media expert who covered the London Underground bombings[image: External link] with a camera phone. Neal works with the team to develop the use of electronic media as part of the new format.

	
Olivia Munn as Sloan Sabbith: an economist[image: External link] with two Ph.D.s, she presents an economic news segment on Will's show. Sloan is good at her job, but also very socially inept and prone to creating uncomfortable situations for herself and others.

	
Sam Waterston[image: External link] as Charlie Skinner: Atlantis Cable News (ACN) president and retired US Marine. Charlie's role is to joust with Atlantis World Media owner Leona Lansing and her son, AWM president Reese Lansing while defending the new News Night format.
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Jane Fonda[image: External link] as Leona Lansing: CEO of Atlantis World Media (AWM), the parent company[image: External link] of ACN.

	
Adina Porter[image: External link] as Kendra James: a booker for News Night.

	
Chris Chalk[image: External link] as Gary Cooper: an associate producer for News Night, and former TMI employee.

	
Chris Messina[image: External link] as Reese Lansing: president of AWM, and Leona's son.

	
Terry Crews[image: External link] as Lonny Church: Will's bodyguard assigned to him after Will receives death threats.

	
Kelen Coleman[image: External link] as Lisa Lambert: Maggie's roommate who dates Jim.

	
David Harbour[image: External link] as Elliot Hirsch: the anchor[image: External link] of Right Now, Don's new program on the network.

	
Jon Tenney[image: External link] as Wade Campbell: a Congressional candidate who briefly dates MacKenzie to boost his campaign through ACN.

	
David Krumholtz[image: External link] as Dr. Jacob Habib: Will's current therapist, who is the son of Will's original therapist.

	
Hope Davis[image: External link] as Nina Howard: a gossip columnist[image: External link] for TMI, AWM's tabloid magazine[image: External link].

	
Stephen McKinley Henderson[image: External link] as Solomon Hancock: a man who tells Charlie how to blackmail Reese.

	
Natalie Morales[image: External link] as Kaylee: Neal's girlfriend whose father died on 9/11.

	
Paul Schneider[image: External link] as Brian Brenner: a writer for New York[image: External link] magazine whom Will hires for an all-access profile; MacKenzie cheated on Will with Brian during the first four months of her relationship with Will.

	
Marcia Gay Harden[image: External link] as Rebecca Halliday: a litigator[image: External link] defending Atlantis Cable News against First Amendment-related cases.

	
Hamish Linklater[image: External link] as Jerry Dantana: a senior producer from ACN's Washington bureau who fills in while Jim is on the campaign trail and brings the Genoa tip to MacKenzie's attention.

	
Grace Gummer[image: External link] as Hallie Shea: a reporter who is embedded[image: External link] with the Mitt Romney[image: External link] campaign.

	
Constance Zimmer[image: External link] as Taylor Warren: a spokeswoman for the Mitt Romney[image: External link] campaign.

	
B. J. Novak[image: External link] as Lucas Pruit: a young, wealthy libertarian interested in buying ACN, whose views on citizen journalism clash with Charlie, Will and Mac's.

	
Mary McCormack[image: External link] as Molly Levy: an FBI agent who's a friend of Mac.

	
Clea DuVall[image: External link] as Lilly Hart: a whistleblower[image: External link] who leaks thousands of classified government documents.

	
Jimmi Simpson[image: External link] as Jack Spaniel: an ethics professor who briefly dates Maggie.

	
Aya Cash[image: External link] as Shelly Wexler: Occupy Wall Street advocate.

	
Paul Lieberstein[image: External link] as Richard Westbrook: EPA vice-director.

	
Derek Webster[image: External link] as Rodger Hutchinson: an FBI agent.

	
Brian Howe[image: External link] as Barry Lasenthal: a Department of Justice[image: External link] officer who is able to arrest Will.

	
Keith Powell[image: External link] as Wyatt Geary: the new responsible for the human resources who wants to demonstrate that Don is engaged with Sloan.

	Jon Bass as Bree Dorry: the temporary substitute of Neal.
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 Co-stars





	
Margaret Judson[image: External link] as Tess Westin: an associate producer for News Night.

	Thomas Matthews as Martin Stallworth: an associate producer for News Night.

	John F. Carpenter as Herb Wilson: the control room head for News Night.

	Trieu Tran as Joey Phan: the graphics producer for News Night.

	
Wynn Everett[image: External link] as Tamara Hart: an associate producer and booker for News Night.

	Charlie Weirauch as Jake Watson: a switcher/board op for News Night.

	
Chasty Ballesteros[image: External link] as Tea: the bartender at Hang Chews, the karaoke bar frequented by the News Night staff.

	Sarah Scott Davis as Terry Smith: the anchorwoman of Capitol Report, the news bulletin from Washington following News Night.

	
Alison Becker[image: External link] as Sandy Whiddles: a professional media source, seeking out involvement in "kiss and tell" stories for financial gain.

	
Riley Voelkel[image: External link] as Jennifer "Jenna" Johnson: a sophomore student Will encounters at Northwestern University[image: External link], later hired as Will's assistant.

	John Hawkinson as Rudy: a control-room tech whiz on "News Night."

	Frank Cermak as Luke.
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 Production
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 Development




Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] reported in April 2009 that Sorkin, while still working on the screenplay for The Social Network[image: External link], was contemplating a new TV drama about the behind-the-scenes events at a cable news program.[5] Sorkin was the series creator of Sports Night[image: External link] and Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip[image: External link], both shows depicting the off-camera happenings of fictional television programs.[6] Talks were reportedly ongoing between Sorkin and HBO since 2010.[7] In January 2011, Sorkin revealed the project on BBC News[image: External link].[8]

To research the cable news world, Sorkin had been an off-camera guest at MSNBC[image: External link]'s Countdown with Keith Olbermann[image: External link] in 2010 to observe the show's production and quizzed Parker Spitzer[image: External link]'s staff when he was a guest on that show.[9] He also spent time shadowing Hardball with Chris Matthews[image: External link] as well as other programs on Fox News Channel[image: External link] and CNN[image: External link].[10] Sorkin told TV Guide that he intended to take a less cynical view of the media: "They're going to be trying to do well in a context where it's very difficult to do well when there are commercial concerns and political concerns and corporate concerns."[11] Sorkin decided that rather than have his characters react to fictional news events as on his earlier series, The Newsroom would be set in the recent past and track real-world stories largely as they unfolded, to give a greater sense of realism.[12]

HBO ordered a pilot in January 2011 with the working title More as This Story Develops. The Social Network's Scott Rudin[image: External link] signed on as executive producer.[10] Rudin's only previous television work was the 1996 spinoff series Clueless[image: External link].[10] By June, Jeff Daniels[image: External link], Emily Mortimer[image: External link], Sam Waterston[image: External link], Olivia Munn, and Dev Patel[image: External link] were cast, while Greg Mottola[image: External link] had signed on to direct the pilot.[13][14] The pilot script was later reportedly obtained by several news outlets.[15]

On September 8, 2011, HBO ordered a full series starting with an initial 10-episode run with a premiere date set for summer 2012.[2][16][17] A day after the second episode aired, HBO renewed the series for a second season.[18]

Sorkin said in June 2012 that The Newsroom "is meant to be an idealistic, romantic, swashbuckling, sometimes comedic but very optimistic, upward-looking look at a group of people who are often looked at cynically. The same as with The West Wing, where ordinarily in popular culture our leaders are portrayed either as Machiavellian or dumb; I wanted to do something different and show a highly competent group of people."[19]
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 Series title




While the pilot was in development, the project was tentatively titled More as This Story Develops.[20] On November 29, 2011, HBO filed for a trademark on "The Newsroom" with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office[image: External link].[21] The new name immediately drew comparisons with the Ken Finkleman[image: External link]-created Canadian comedy series of the same name[image: External link] that aired on CBC[image: External link] and public television stations in the U.S.[21][22] The series' name was confirmed as The Newsroom in an HBO promo released on December 21, 2011, previewing its programs for 2012.[23]

Writing in Maclean's[image: External link], Jaime Weinman said the choice of name was "a bit of a grimly amusing reminder that the U.S. TV industry doesn't take Canada very seriously ... The Newsroom is often considered the greatest show Canada has ever produced, but a U.S. network feels no need to fear unflattering comparisons: assuming they've heard of the show, they probably think most people in the States have not heard of it."[24] In an interview with The Daily Beast[image: External link] following the Sorkin show's premiere, Finkleman revealed that HBO did contact him for permission to reuse the title, which he granted.[25]
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 Casting




Jeff Daniels was cast in the lead role in March 2011.[26] Alison Pill[image: External link] and Olivia Munn reportedly entered negotiations to star in April 2011.[27] The fictional executive producer role was initially offered to Marisa Tomei[image: External link], but negotiations fell through. Tomei was replaced by Emily Mortimer[image: External link] in May 2011.[28] Sam Waterston[image: External link] also joined the project in May.[29] John Gallagher Jr.[image: External link], Thomas Sadoski[image: External link], and Dev Patel[image: External link] were added to the cast in June 2011.[30][31]

New York[image: External link] magazine reported that Sorkin had planned for MSNBC[image: External link] host Chris Matthews[image: External link] and Andrew Breitbart[image: External link] to appear in a roundtable debate scene in the pilot. However, the idea was shot down by MSNBC purportedly because the network was displeased with the corporate culture portrayal of cable news and skewering of left-leaning media in the show's script.[32] Chris Matthews' son, Thomas, joined the cast in the role of Martin Stallworth, an associate producer for the fictional show.[33]

Three months after the series was picked up, Jane Fonda[image: External link] signed on to play Leona Lansing, the CEO of the fictional network's parent company.[3][17] Fonda was married to Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] and CNN[image: External link] founder Ted Turner[image: External link] for 10 years.[34] Lansing was touted by some observers as a female version of Fonda's ex-husband.[3] The name "Leona Lansing" is taken from the names of two highly successful businesswomen, real estate developer Leona Helmsley[image: External link] and former Paramount Pictures[image: External link] CEO Sherry Lansing[image: External link].[3]

Jon Tenney[image: External link] guest-starred as Wade, MacKenzie's boyfriend.[35] Natalie Morales[image: External link] has a guest role as Kaylee, Neal's girlfriend.[36] Terry Crews[image: External link] plays Lonny, Will's bodyguard.[37]

Rosemarie DeWitt[image: External link] was originally cast as Rebecca Halliday, a litigator who is tasked with defending the ACN in a wrongful termination suit in the second season,[38] but DeWitt had to vacate the role due to scheduling conflicts.[39] The role was recast with Marcia Gay Harden[image: External link].[40] Patton Oswalt[image: External link] was announced to play Jonas Pfeiffer, the new V.P. of human resources at ACN, in November 2012,[38] but he ultimately did not appear in the season.[41]
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 Filming




The Newsroom's set[image: External link] is located in Sunset Gower Studios[image: External link], Hollywood, on Stage 7.[19] The fictional Atlantis World Media building, however, is actually the Bank of America Tower[image: External link] on Sixth Avenue[image: External link] and 42nd Street[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link] (directly across the street from HBO's New York City offices), with CGI[image: External link] being used to change the name of the building above the entrance. Production began in the fall of 2011.[42] The schedule called for each episode—comprising a dialogue-dense script of 80 to 90 pages – to be filmed in nine days, as opposed to six to seven pages per day for broadcast network[image: External link] TV series.[42] The pilot episode was shot in 16 mm film while the rest of the series was shot digitally on Arri Alexa[image: External link] cameras.[43]
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 Writing team




With fewer than 10 credited writers, The Newsroom has fewer writers than most other television series. It was reported that Sorkin planned to replace most of the first season's writers in the second season.[44] He later said this was untrue.[45] Sorkin explained his approach to writing:


I create these shows so that I can write them. I'm not an empire builder. I'm not interested in just producing. All I want to do is write. I came up as a playwright—writing is something you do by yourself in a room. That said, I couldn't possibly write the show without that room full of people. I go in there, and we kick around ideas. I'm writing about all kinds of things I don't know anything about. So they do research for me.[42]



Sorkin hired conservative media consultants for the second season to help him represent "every part of the ideological spectrum," thus giving the show "a political perspective that I don't have." Sorkin also revealed that the second season would include the 2012 United States presidential election[image: External link].[46]
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 Episodes




Main article: List of The Newsroom episodes[image: External link]




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired



	First aired
	Last aired



	
	1[image: External link]
	10
	June 24, 2012
	August 26, 2012



	
	2[image: External link]
	9
	July 14, 2013
	September 15, 2013



	
	3[image: External link]
	6
	November 9, 2014
	December 14, 2014




In Season 1 each episode is built around a major news event from the recent past, such as the Deepwater Horizon oil spill[image: External link] or the killing of Osama Bin Laden[image: External link]. This acts as a background for the interpersonal drama, as well as providing a sense of familiarity, as the audience is likely to know the context and so not require too much explanation of events. Sorkin has said the news events on the show "will always be real", which, for him, "became a kind of creative gift. For one thing, the audience knows more than the characters do, which is kind of fun. And it gives me the chance to have the characters be smarter than we were."[47] However, he has also said "[i]t is a romanticised, idealised newsroom, a sort of a heightened newsroom – it is not meant to be a documentary."[48]

The second season features a story arc[image: External link] in which the News Night team has reported, and been forced to retract, a false news story about the United States Marine Corps using sarin[image: External link] gas during the war in Afghanistan[image: External link] in 2009.[49] This story is based on a real-life news scandal from 1998, in which CNN[image: External link] and TIME[image: External link] were both criticized for reporting a dubious and unreliably sourced story that the United States had used sarin during the Operation Tailwind[image: External link] excursion in the Vietnam War.[49]

The third season tackles two controversial topics in news reporting. The first is the subject of Citizen journalism[image: External link], and the season begins with the Boston Marathon bombings[image: External link] and its subsequent investigation, which was quite significantly affected by the reports of social media users.[50] The show takes on a particularly critical tone regarding the role that citizen journalists play in the coverage of major news stories, portraying the spread of misinformation and hindrance to law enforcement that ensues.[51] This is expanded in subsequent episodes, where the idealistic, libertarian views of ACN's new buyer clashes with the journalistic integrity of the team. The other major topic is whistleblowing, in which major character Neal Sampat is contacted by an anonymous source, who leaks details of an atrocity in an African state, and leads to a clash between Will and the FBI, resulting in Will's spending time in jail for refusing to name Neal's source and being held in contempt[image: External link].
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 Broadcast




The Newsroom premiered in the United States on HBO[image: External link] on June 24, 2012. It was watched by 2.1 million viewers, making it one of HBO's most-watched series premieres since 2008.[52] The first episode was made available free to all viewers on multiple platforms, including HBO.com, iTunes[image: External link], YouTube, and other free on-demand services.[53]
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 International




The show aired simultaneously on HBO Canada[image: External link].[54] It premiered on Sky Atlantic[image: External link] in the United Kingdom and Ireland on July 10, 2012, two weeks after its U.S. debut.[55] In Germany and Austria The Newsroom premiered on Sky's video-on-demand service Sky Go[image: External link] one day after the U.S. premiere on June 25, 2012, and Sky Anytime[image: External link] one day later.[56] HBO Europe[image: External link] also began airing the show in all twelve countries with appropriate subtitles one day after the U.S. premiere. The show premiered in New Zealand on August 13, 2012, on SKY NZ[image: External link]'s SoHo channel[image: External link].[57] The show debuted in Australia on the SoHo channel[image: External link] on August 20, 2012.[58] In India, the show premiered on HBO Defined[image: External link] on May 21, 2013,[59] season 2 premiered on July 30, 2013, with episodes airing two weeks after the U.S. premiere,[60][61] and season 3 premiered on November 10, 2014, one day after the U.S. premiere.[62]
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 Critical response




Critical reaction to the series in its first season was mixed.[63][64] The show's second and third seasons saw more positive responses from reviewers.[65][66]
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 Season 1




On Metacritic[image: External link], the first season scored 57 out of 100, based on 31 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[67] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the first season has a rating of 46%, based on 35 reviews, with an average rating of 6.4/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Though it sports good intentions and benefits from moments of stellar dialogue and a talented cast, The Newsroom may feel too preachy, self satisfied, and cynical to appeal to a wide range of viewers."[68]

Tim Goodman of The Hollywood Reporter writes that how viewers respond to the show "has everything to do with whether you like his style. Because ... Sorkin is always true to himself and doesn't try to cover his tendencies or be embarrassed by them."[69] Alessandra Stanley of The New York Times[image: External link] commented that "at its best ... The Newsroom has a wit, sophistication and manic energy.... But at its worst, the show chokes on its own sanctimony."[70] Time[image: External link]'s James Poniewozik criticized the show for being "smug" and "intellectually self-serving," with "Aaron Sorkin writing one argument after another for himself to win."[71] Los Angeles Times critic Mary McNamara said the show's drama is "weighted too heavily toward sermonizing diatribes."[72]

Reviews by newscasters have been mixed as well. Jake Tapper[image: External link], then of ABC News[image: External link], criticized Sorkin's partisanship: "they extol the Fourth Estate[image: External link]'s democratic duty, but they believe that responsibility consists mostly of criticizing Republicans[image: External link]."[73] Dave Marash[image: External link] was not convinced that the show portrays the news industry accurately.[74] On August 1, 2012, Sorkin responded to critics by including news consultants with newsroom experience.[75] Former CBS Evening News[image: External link] anchor Dan Rather[image: External link] gave the pilot a favorable review, saying the show "has the potential to become a classic."[76]
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 Season 2




The second season received generally favorable reviews. It has a score of 66 out of 100, based on 26 critics, from review aggregation website Metacritic[image: External link].[65] Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the season a rating of 69%, based on 26 reviews, with an average rating of 7/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Thanks to focused storytelling and a more restrained tone, The Newsroom finds surer footing in its second season, even if it still occasionally succumbs to Aaron Sorkin's most indulgent whims."[77]

In an early review of season 2, Verne Gay of Newsday[image: External link] called it: "Edgier, more sharply drawn, while that Sorkian chatter remains at a very high boil."[78] Oscar Moralde of Slant Magazine[image: External link] noted what he referred to as the show's "grandiloquent speechifying," but praised Olivia Munn calling her "a joy to watch" and concluded that "season two of The Newsroom salvages the promise of becoming something urgent and vital."[79] Brian Lowry of Variety[image: External link], in a negative review, said: "Ultimately, one needn’t be a purveyor of snark to view The Newsroom as a disappointment—too smart to be dismissed, but so abrasive as to feel like Media Lectures for Dummies."[80] Todd VanDerWerff of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave Season 2 an overall "B−" grade.[81]
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 Season 3




The third and final season received positive reviews. On Metacritic[image: External link], it has a score of 63 out of 100, based on 16 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[82] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the season has a rating of 76%, based on 25 reviews, with an average rating of 7.6/10. The site's consensus reads, "With an energetic new arc and deeper character development, The Newsroom finds itself rejuvenated in its third season—even if it still occasionally serves as a soapbox for creator Aaron Sorkin."[83]
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 Awards and nominations




In 2012, The Newsroom was honored, along with four others, with the Critics' Choice Television Award for Most Exciting New Series[image: External link].[84] The series also received two nominations at the 70th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], for Best Television Series – Drama[image: External link] and Best Actor – Television Series Drama[image: External link] for Jeff Daniels.[85] Daniels was also nominated for a Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] and won as Outstanding Lead Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] at the 65th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], in which the series received two other nominations, Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series[image: External link] for Jane Fonda and Outstanding Main Title Design.[86][87][88] For the 20th Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link], Jeff Daniels was nominated for Best Drama Actor.[89] For the 66th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], Jeff Daniels was nominated for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Drama Series and Jane Fonda was nominated for Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series.[90] For the 67th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], Jeff Daniels was nominated for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Drama Series.[91]
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X-Men: Apocalypse






X-Men: Apocalypse is a 2016 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the fictional X-Men[image: External link] characters that appear in Marvel Comics[image: External link]. It is the ninth installment in the X-Men film series[image: External link] and a sequel to X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link]. Directed by Bryan Singer[image: External link], with a screenplay[image: External link] by Simon Kinberg[image: External link] from a story conceived by Singer, Kinberg, Michael Dougherty[image: External link] and Dan Harris[image: External link], the film stars James McAvoy[image: External link], Michael Fassbender[image: External link], Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link], Oscar Isaac[image: External link], Nicholas Hoult[image: External link], Rose Byrne[image: External link], Tye Sheridan[image: External link], Sophie Turner[image: External link], Olivia Munn and Lucas Till[image: External link]. The ancient mutant En Sabah Nur[image: External link] awakens in 1983 and plans to wipe out modern civilization and take over the world, leading the X-Men to try to stop him and defeat his team of renegade mutants.

The film was announced by Singer in December 2013, with Kinberg, Dougherty, and Harris attached to develop the story. Casting began in October 2014, while principal photography[image: External link] commenced in April 2015 in Montreal[image: External link] and ended in August of the same year. X-Men: Apocalypse premiered in London[image: External link] on May 9, 2016, and was released in North America on May 27 in 3D and 2D, and in IMAX 3D[image: External link] in select international markets. It received mixed reviews from critics, with praise directed at the action sequences and performances, while criticism was focused on the story, characters and themes, which were considered tired and dated. A sequel titled X-Men: Dark Phoenix[image: External link] is set for release on November 2, 2018.[3]
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 Plot




En Sabah Nur[image: External link], a powerful mutant believed to be the first of his kind, rules ancient Egypt[image: External link] until he is betrayed by his worshippers, who entomb him alive. His four lieutenants[image: External link] die preserving him. Awakening in 1983, he believes humanity has lost its way without his presence. Aiming to destroy and remake the world, he recruits Cairo pickpocket Ororo Munroe[image: External link], who can control the weather, and upgrades her power.

In East Berlin[image: External link], shape-shifting mutant Raven[image: External link] investigates an underground fight club and discovers mutant champion Angel[image: External link], who possesses large feathered wings on his back, and Kurt Wagner[image: External link], who can teleport[image: External link]. Raven rescues Kurt and requests black marketeer Caliban[image: External link] to transport him to America. En Sabah Nur recruits Caliban's enforcer, Psylocke, who leads him to Angel. En Sabah Nur enhances both of their powers, transforming Angel's wings into metal.

Alex Summers[image: External link] discovers that his younger brother Scott[image: External link] is manifesting a mutation for shooting optic beams. Alex takes Scott to Professor Charles Xavier[image: External link]'s educational institute[image: External link] in Westchester County, New York[image: External link], hoping that Xavier and Hank McCoy[image: External link] will teach him to control his abilities. Scott meets the telepathic[image: External link] and telekinetic[image: External link] Jean Grey[image: External link], and the two develop an attraction. Raven brings Kurt to the institute. En Sabah Nur's powers cause disturbances around the world, leading Xavier and Alex to consult with CIA agent Moira MacTaggert[image: External link], who has been researching the legend of Nur.

In Communist Poland[image: External link], the metal-controlling mutant Erik Lehnsherr[image: External link] lives with his wife and their young daughter, Nina. When En Sabah Nur's resurrection causes a worldwide earthquake, he uses his powers to save a coworker, prompting the militia[image: External link] to capture him. When they accidentally kill Erik's family, he retaliates by executing them. En Sabah Nur later approaches the devastated Erik and takes him to Auschwitz[image: External link], where Erik's power first manifested. Persuaded by En Sabah's philosophy, Erik's powers are enhanced and he destroys the camp, joining En Sabah Nur. En Sabah Nur remotely accesses Cerebro[image: External link], a brainwave-amplifying device Xavier uses to locate mutants, and forces the telepathic Xavier to make the global superpowers launch their entire nuclear arsenals into space to prevent interference with En Sabah Nur's plan. He and his new Four Horsemen arrive at the mansion and kidnap Xavier. Attempting to stop them, Alex accidentally causes an explosion that destroys the mansion. Peter Maximoff[image: External link], having realized that he is Erik's biological son and hoping that Xavier can help to find him, arrives just in time; he uses his super-speed to evacuate the students and teachers before the explosion destroys the building, but Alex apparently is killed in the process. Colonel William Stryker[image: External link]'s forces subsequently capture Hank, Raven, Peter, and Moira, and take them to a military facility for interrogation. Scott, Jean, and Kurt follow covertly, and liberate their comrades using Stryker's mind-controlled and brainwashed experiment Weapon X[image: External link], whose memories Jean partially restores.

At En Sabah Nur's behest, Erik uses his powers to control the Earth's magnetic poles, causing destruction across the planet. Sabah Nur plans to transfer his consciousness into Xavier's body, and use Xavier's power to enslave every person on Earth. Xavier secretly sends a telepathic distress call to Jean, and the others travel to Cairo to battle Sabah Nur and his horsemen. They rescue Xavier, but he loses his hair as the process nears completion. Angel is defeated, and Erik and Ororo are persuaded to turn on En Sabah Nur and, with the help of Scott, they keep him occupied physically while Xavier fights him telepathically in the astral plane[image: External link]. Finally, Xavier encourages Jean to unleash the full extent[image: External link] of her powers, incinerating En Sabah Nur, killing him for good, while Psylocke escapes. Xavier and Moira rekindle their relationship. Erik and Jean help reconstruct the school, but Erik refuses Xavier's offer to stay and help teach. Peter decides not to tell Erik yet that he is Erik's son. Using confiscated Sentinels[image: External link],[4] Hank and Raven train new X-Men recruits: Scott, Jean, Ororo, Kurt, and Peter.

In a post-credits scene, men in black suits visit the Weapon X facility to retrieve data on Stryker's mutant research, including an X-ray and a blood sample marked "Weapon X", on behalf of the Essex[image: External link] Corporation.
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James McAvoy[image: External link] as Charles Xavier / Professor X[image: External link]





	A mutant pacifist and the world's most powerful telepath[image: External link]. He is the founder of Xavier's School for Gifted Youngsters, and also leading the team of powerful skilled mutant known as the X-Men[image: External link], in order to protect the humankind and battle against the deadly enemy within. McAvoy shaved his head for the role.[5]





	
Michael Fassbender[image: External link] as Erik Lehnsherr / Magneto[image: External link]





	A very powerful mutant with the ability to control magnetic fields[image: External link] and manipulate metal, and Xavier's once closest ally and best friend. He is globally infamous for attempting to assassinate U.S. President Richard Nixon[image: External link] on live broadcast 10 years prior. Bill Milner[image: External link] appears in archival footage as a young Erik Lehnsherr.




	
Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link] as Raven Darkhölme / Mystique[image: External link]





	A mutant with shapeshifting abilities, globally renowned for saving Nixon's life 10 years prior. She is also Xavier's once closest ally and his adopted sister. Lawrence said, "she hears about what happened to Erik and she wants to seek him out and help him."[6]





	
Oscar Isaac[image: External link] as En Sabah Nur[image: External link]





	Born in ancient times, and presumably the world's first mutant, he has a variety of destructive superhuman abilities, including telekinesis[image: External link], cyberpathy[image: External link], teleportation, and the ability to augment other mutants' abilities. Isaac described Apocalypse as the "creative-slash-destructive force of the Earth." He added, "When things start to go awry, or when things seem like they're not moving towards evolution, [Apocalypse] destroys those civilizations."[6] Isaac had to go through extensive makeup and prosthetics applications, and wore high-heeled boots to appear taller and a 40-pound suit. The full costume, which Isaac described as "basically doing Kabuki[image: External link] theater", was uncomfortable, particularly in the humid environment of the outdoor scenes, which forced Isaac to go to a cooling tent between takes. Apocalypse's previous old-form (seen at the beginning of the film) was played by Berdj Garabedian, a 70-year-old Canadian real estate agent in his first credited film role.[7]





	
Nicholas Hoult[image: External link] as Dr. Henry "Hank" McCoy / Beast[image: External link]





	A mutant with leonine attributes, prehensile feet and superhuman physical abilities. Hank acts as a teacher in Xavier's school and he builds inventions for troubled students. He also built the X-Jet.[8]





	
Rose Byrne[image: External link] as Moira MacTaggert[image: External link]





	A CIA agent who first met and fell in love with Xavier in X-Men: First Class[image: External link], where he wiped portions of her memories of him and the X-Men at the end. Simon Kinberg said they are "essentially, strangers" when they meet in this film.[9]





	
Evan Peters[image: External link] as Peter Maximoff / Quicksilver[image: External link]





	A mutant who can move, think, and perceive at supersonic speeds[image: External link], and the son of Magneto. Describing the relationship between Quicksilver and Magneto, Peters stated, "I have learned that he's my father at this point and I am trying to ... I don’t know what I can say. I'm trying to ... Yeah. It's like an adoptive child or any kind of child who has a strange father trying to ... He knows who he is now so he is trying to find him. He's been searching for him. It's been 10 years and he hasn't found him and then something happens."[10]





	
Tye Sheridan[image: External link] as Scott Summers / Cyclops[image: External link]





	A mutant who fires destructive optic beams and wears a visor or sunglasses to stabilize and contain them, and who is the younger brother of Havok. Sheridan describes Cyclops as "angry and a bit lost." He added, "He's now learning about being a mutant and trying to handle his powers."[11]





	
Sophie Turner[image: External link] as Jean Grey[image: External link]





	A mutant who is scared of her telepathic and telekinetic[image: External link] power, and one of Charles Xavier's most prized students.[12] Turner states that she was cast in the film because of the "dark side" of her character Sansa Stark[image: External link] in Game of Thrones[image: External link]. She compared Jean to Sansa and described being an outcast in the human world, who struggles with her power and gift, the same way Sansa, who wanted to live a normal life, felt.[13] Turner learned archery[image: External link] in preparation for the role.[14]





	
Olivia Munn as Psylocke





	A mutant with telepathic, telekinetic and psionic[image: External link] abilities. Her abilities also include projecting purple psychic energy, usually into the form of an energy blade that can burn through metal. Munn described Psylocke as "very lethal, very powerful and very strong."[15] She practiced sword fighting in preparation for the role.[16]





	
Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] as Kurt Wagner / Nightcrawler[image: External link][17]





	A German[12] teleporting mutant and one of Charles Xavier's new students. Singer said Nightcrawler is a source of comic relief[image: External link].[18]





	
Alexandra Shipp[image: External link] as Ororo Munroe / Storm[image: External link]





	A young mutant orphan who can control weather[image: External link]. Storm is discovered by Apocalypse in Cairo. Shipp shaved her head partially, and sported a Mohawk[image: External link] for the role.[19][20]





	
Lucas Till[image: External link] as Alex Summers / Havok[image: External link]





	A mutant who has the ability to absorb energy and release it with destructive force from his body, and the older brother of Cyclops.




	
Josh Helman[image: External link] as Colonel William Stryker[image: External link]





	A military officer who hates mutants. Ten years since Days of Future Past, Stryker has been developing his own plan for how he wants to proceed with the "mutant problem".[8]





	
Ben Hardy[image: External link] as Angel[image: External link]





	A mutant with bird-like feathered wings, gaining metallic wings which can also be used as razor sharp projectiles as a result, similar to his Archangel counterpart in the comics.[21] Hardy practiced indoor skydiving[image: External link] in preparation for his role.[22]





	
Lana Condor[image: External link] as Jubilee[image: External link]





	A mutant student at Charles's school who has the ability to create psionic energy plasmoids[image: External link].[12][23][24] Discussing her first day on X-Men: Apocalypse, Condor says: "I was very new and it was my first role. I'd never been on a set before or in front of a camera, so I didn't know what to expect. The first day we shot scenes in an 80s-themed mall with hundreds of extras in 80s gear, plus crew and cameras. It was surreal." She also discussed the character of Jubilee and how she became the mutant: "It's a lot easier when you have the costume, as that helps bring everything to life. She has her iconic yellow jacket, which is a staple. It's very bold and confident, like her. A lot of her costumes are super 80s. I also listened to music from the 80s and that helped."[25]




Tómas Lemarquis[image: External link] portrays Caliban[image: External link], a mutant with the ability to sense and track other mutants.[26] Wrestler "Giant" Gustav Claude Ouimet plays The Blob[image: External link], Angel's opponent in an underground fight club.[27][28] Monique Ganderton[image: External link] portrays En Sabah Nur's lieutenant, Death.

Hugh Jackman[image: External link] makes an uncredited appearance as Logan / Wolverine[image: External link], in his Weapon X[image: External link] form. In that same scene, director Bryan Singer[image: External link] cameos as a guard with a machine gun who is killed by Wolverine as he attempts to escape the complex.[29] X-Men co-creator Stan Lee[image: External link] and his wife Joan Lee make a cameo appearance together, as bystanders witnessing the launch of nuclear missiles worldwide. Željko Ivanek[image: External link] cameos as a Pentagon scientist. Alison Blaire / Dazzler[image: External link] makes a brief cameo appearance on a record album which Jean and Scott are shown holding at a music store, a scene not in the theatrical film, but was available in the home video release.[30]

Archive footage was used of Caleb Landry Jones[image: External link] as Sean Cassidy / Banshee[image: External link], journalist Jessica Savitch[image: External link] and actors Leslie Parrish[image: External link] and Michael Forest[image: External link] (the latter two appearing in footage with dialogue from the 1967 Star Trek[image: External link] episode "Who Mourns for Adonais?[image: External link]").
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The film was announced by Bryan Singer in December 2013 via Twitter, before Days of Future Past was released to theaters.[31] In the same month, Simon Kinberg[image: External link], Dan Harris[image: External link], and Michael Dougherty[image: External link] were revealed by Singer to be attached to work on the film's story.[32] According to Singer, the film would focus on the origin of the mutants, and features the younger versions of Cyclops[image: External link], Jean Grey[image: External link], and Storm[image: External link].[33][34] Singer also said that he was considering Gambit[image: External link] and a younger version of Nightcrawler[image: External link] to appear.[35] According to Kinberg, it would take place in 1983, and completes a trilogy that began with 2011's X-Men: First Class[image: External link].[36][37] In September 2014, 20th Century Fox[image: External link] officially announced that Singer would direct the film.[38] Singer has called the film "kind of a conclusion of six X-Men films, yet a potential rebirth of younger, newer characters" and the "true birth of the X-Men".[39]
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 Writing




Singer said that Apocalypse is the main focus of the film. Kinberg said that the younger versions of Scott Summers, Storm, and Jean Grey appearing in the film are "as much a part of the film as the main cast". He described Summers as "not yet the squeaky-clean leader", Storm as a "troubled character who is going down the wrong path in life", and Grey as "complex, interesting and not fully mature."[40] Kinberg also said that the film delivers on the dramatic story and emotion of the last two films and that it acts like the culmination of the main characters portrayed by Lawrence, McAvoy, Fassbender and Hoult.[41] Kinberg said First Class, Days of Future Past, and Apocalypse formed a trilogy about Mystique, explaining, "She starts in First Class entirely on Charles’ side, ends up following Erik, and we then find her in Days of Future Past and she’s on her own because Erik is gone. She’s on her own side in that movie but is drawn toward Charles by the end of the film and shoots Erik. Then in Apocalypse she comes back to Charles. There’s a full circle narrative over the span of this little trilogy that is about Mystique from beginning with Charles in the mansion and ending with Charles in the mansion, but not as the same timid little girl we met in First Class."[42] Kinberg was paid $8 million for writing the script, the same amount he received for X-Men: Days of Future Past.[43] The plot was partially inspired by the 1986 X-Men story arc "The Fall of the Mutants[image: External link]".[44]
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 Casting




In October 2014, casting for X-Men: Apocalypse began.[45] In November, Singer confirmed that Oscar Isaac[image: External link] would portray Apocalypse[image: External link].[46] In January 2015, Singer announced that Alexandra Shipp[image: External link], Sophie Turner[image: External link], and Tye Sheridan[image: External link] would portray young Storm, Jean, and Cyclops.[47] The same month, Kinberg confirmed that Rose Byrne[image: External link] would reprise her role as Moira MacTaggert[image: External link] in the film.[9] In February, Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] was cast as Nightcrawler[image: External link] and Ben Hardy[image: External link] was cast in an unspecified role.[17][48] In March, Singer announced that Lana Condor[image: External link] was cast as Jubilation Lee[image: External link].[49] In April, Singer confirmed that Hardy would portray Angel[image: External link], Olivia Munn would portray Psylocke, and Lucas Till[image: External link] would return as Havok[image: External link].[21][50][51] In May, Singer announced that the mutant Caliban[image: External link] would appear in the film.[52][53] In July, Hoult revealed on Conan[image: External link] that Josh Helman[image: External link] would return as William Stryker[image: External link].[54] In April 2016, Hugh Jackman[image: External link] confirmed that he would make a cameo appearance as Wolverine[image: External link].[55]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] commenced on April 27, 2015, in Montreal[image: External link], Canada.[56] In late August, the first-unit production for the film wrapped[image: External link].[57] Additional filming took place in January 2016.[58]

Australia-based Rising Sun Pictures provided, as it did for X-Men: Days of Future Past, the effects for Quicksilver's time-stopping, quick motion effects in the mansion rescue scene, and also other effects, including when Cyclops splits Professor Xavier's favorite tree in half.[59] Aerial footage of snow-capped mountains as Stryker traveled in his helicopter to the secret base was provided by SmartDrones of St. Albert, Alberta, Canada.[60]
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On March 2, 2015, it was announced that John Ottman[image: External link], who composed the scores for X2[image: External link] and X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link], would return to write and compose the score for Apocalypse. On May 20, 2016, the official soundtrack was released as a digital download. In addition to Ottman's score, the film features a remix of the second movement of Ludwig van Beethoven[image: External link]'s seventh symphony[image: External link] entitled "Beethoven Havok[image: External link]" and two songs contemporary to the film's 1983 setting, "Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)[image: External link]" by Eurythmics[image: External link] and "The Four Horsemen" by Metallica[image: External link].[61]
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In July 2015, Singer, Lee, Hugh Jackman and cast-members McAvoy, Fassbender, Lawrence, Isaac, Hoult, Munn, Peters, Smit-McPhee, Turner, Sheridan, Shipp, Condor, Till and Hardy gave a presentation at the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link], together with the release of the film's first teaser poster, featuring En Sabah Nur and a wreckage of the X-Mansion.[62] Footage from the film was screened.[63]

In October 2015, Mars Chocolate partnered with 20th Century Fox for the marketing of the film, using M&M chocolates in their promotional materials. The deal included retail displays and special packaging markings, TV and cinema commercials, and social media posts featuring M&M's characters mixed with elements of the X-Men. The first image of M&M candies wearing Storm and Magneto costumes was released on the day of the announcement.[64]

In December 2015, Kia Motors[image: External link] collaborated with 20th Century Fox to create a custom Kia Sportage[image: External link] to promote the film. Designed after Mystique, the car was revealed at the 2016 Australian Open[image: External link]. It is Kia's second "X-Car" project after the Kia Sorento[image: External link] customized for the home media release of Days of Future Past and the 2015 Australian Open[image: External link].[65][66][67][68] A trailer released in the same month received criticism from Rajan Zed[image: External link], a United States-based Hindu[image: External link] cleric, who stated that the part where Apocalypse claims himself to have been called " Krishna[image: External link]" was an offense to the Hindu religion[image: External link], and demanded that Singer remove all references to Krishna from the trailer, and the film itself.[69][70] The references to Krishna were removed from the film's final cut.[71] On January 4, 2016, Kia Motors released the first promo video of the car, featuring Spanish tennis player Rafael Nadal[image: External link].[72]

Concerning the character Apocalypse, the director Bryan Singer has said,


The way I describe him the most, the best is he to me is the God of the Old Testament and all that comes with that. If there isn’t the order and the worship then I’ll open up the Earth and swallow you whole, and that was the God of the Old Testament. I started from there and when Oscar and I met we began discussing, since he isn’t really God, he’s the first mutant perhaps, but he’s not God necessarily, he’s imbued with certain unique powers. Some of them may or may not be from this Earth, we don’t know.[73][74]



In April 2016, Coldwell Banker partnered with 20th Century Fox to list the X-Mansion for $75 million.[75] The fictional listing included a video tour of the mansion and stories of the home from the perspective of characters such as Charles Xavier and Scott Summers. The fake property was listed by agent Kala V. Rhomedren, an anagram for Raven Darkholme.[76][77] That same month, Fox released a faux[image: External link] TV show called "In the Footsteps of..." narrated by George Takei[image: External link] which is inspired by the classic TV series In Search of...[image: External link] that focus on En Sabah Nur's origins.[78][79][80] In May 2016, Fox released a faux TV Commercial for the Xavier School for Gifted Youngsters with Lana Condor as Jubilee. They also released a video voiced mail message a week later and a faux TV show called Fables of the Flush & Fabulous with Robin Leach[image: External link] which is inspired by Leach's show Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous[image: External link].[81][82][83][84]
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Billboards in Los Angeles and New York City[image: External link] promoting the film garnered controversy for showing an image of Apocalypse choking Mystique, with critics saying the ad advocates violence against women[image: External link]. Among those opposed to the material was actress Rose McGowan[image: External link], who told The Hollywood Reporter "There is a major problem when the men and women at 20th Century Fox think casual violence against women is the way to market a film. There is no context in the ad, just a woman getting strangled. The fact that no one flagged this is offensive and frankly, stupid."[85] In apologizing for the billboard, Fox said it intended to remove the image from circulation.[86]
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 Release




X-Men: Apocalypse had its world premiere in London[image: External link] on May 9, 2016. The film was released in 20,796 screens across 76 international markets on May 18, 2016,[87][88] one week before its North American[image: External link] debut. Apocalypse was issued both 3D and 2D formats, and in IMAX 3D[image: External link] in select international markets, using the DMR process[image: External link].[89][90] It opened in Korea on May 25 and in China on June 3. It was released in Japan on August 11.[87]
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 Home media




The film was released by 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] on digital download[image: External link] on September 9, 2016, and on DVD, Blu-ray, 3D Blu-Ray and 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray on October 4, 2016.[91]
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 Box office




X-Men: Apocalypse grossed $155.4 million in the U.S. and Canada and $388.5 million in other territories, for a worldwide total of $543.9 million against a budget of $178 million.[2] The film is the third highest-grossing film in the X-Men series (without adjusting for inflation), behind Deadpool[image: External link] and X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link].[92] It made 27% less than Days of Future Past.[93]

X-Men: Apocalypse opened in the United States on May 27, 2016 alongside Alice Through the Looking Glass[image: External link] and was projected to gross around $80 million from 4,150 theaters in its opening weekend, and up to $100 million over the four-day Memorial Day[image: External link] weekend.[94][95] It made $8.2 million from Thursday previews at 3,565 theaters (better than its predecessor at $8.1 million).[96][97] On its opening day it earned $26.4 million (including previews), the fourth-lowest opening day amount of the franchise.[98] In its opening weekend, it grossed $65.8 million.[99][100] Over the four-day Memorial weekend it earned $79.8 million,[101] including $9 million from 480 premium large format screens and $19 million from RealD screens.[102] In its second weekend the film grossed $22.3 million (a drop of 66.1%), finishing second at the box office behind Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows[image: External link].[103]

Elsewhere, X-Men: Apocalypse was released one week before the United States in 76 markets, and grossed $101.5 million from 20,796 screens over the May 18 weekend. It debuted at No. 1 in 71 of those markets, with IMAX contributing $5 million from 246 screens in 57 markets, while RealD took in $18.4 million.[87] It broke opening records for Fox in the Philippines ($4.9 million), India ($3.4 million), Indonesia ($3.1 million), Singapore ($2.8 million), Thailand ($2.7 million) and Colombia ($1.9 million), and had the biggest opening in the X-Men franchise in 33 markets, including Russia ($6.5 million).[87] Its top openings were the United Kingdom ($10.5 million), Mexico ($8.6 million), Brazil ($6.6 million), Russia ($6.5 million) and France ($5.9 million).[87] It opened in China on June 3 and brought in $59 million, the second largest Fox opening in China and $20 million more than Days of Future Past.[104] It opened next in Japan on August 11.[87]
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X-Men: Apocalypse received mixed reviews from critics.[105] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], it has an approval rating of 48% based on 291 reviews, with an average rating of 5.6/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Overloaded action and a cliched villain take the focus away from otherwise strong performers and resonant themes, making X-Men: Apocalypse a middling chapter of the venerable superhero franchise."[106] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 52 out of 100, based on 48 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[107] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link], contrarily, gave the film an average grade of "A−" on an A+ to F scale.[108]

Mick LaSalle from the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] gave the film a positive review, calling it "a thinking person's action movie" and complimenting its high stakes.[109] Richard Roeper[image: External link] called the film "a visual feast" and lauded its ensemble cast.[110] Bruce Kirkland from the Toronto Sun[image: External link] argued, "Piece by piece, Singer fits this ninth film in the franchise into the X-Men universe like a master puzzle maker. He does it so well, at least in terms of storytelling, that the X-Men franchise still has a vigorous future."[111]

On the other hand, Ignatiy Vishnevetsky[image: External link] of The A.V. Club[image: External link] contended, "Much of what makes X-Men: Apocalypse legitimately interesting also makes it frustrating and lopsided, since Singer and screenwriter-producer Simon Kinberg remain committed to the structure of an overlong comic-book blockbuster, complete with a climax in which the world has to be saved using as many different colors of energy beam as possible."[112] Mike Ryan of Uproxx[image: External link] disparaged the film's story as redundant and stale, arguing "I get it: Life is hard for mutants. We all get it. It’s literally the only thing mutants ever seem to talk about. It is odd that other superheroes seem to get to have some fun, but never the X-Men. Here we are, 16 years later, and everyone involved is still sad. It feels repetitive."[113] Scott Mendelson of Forbes[image: External link] wrote, "X-Men: Apocalypse is the kind of weightless, soulless trifle of a bore that makes comic book superhero movies look bad and makes me not look forward to the next installment."[114] Helen O'Hara of Empire[image: External link] criticised the performances of the main cast and stated that the film felt "messier and heavier than Days of Future Past".[115]
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	List of awards and nominations



	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	AACTA Awards[image: External link]
	Best Visual Effects or Animation[image: External link]
	John Dykstra, Matt Sloan, Blondel Aidoo, Stephen Hamilton, Tim Crosbie and Dennis Jones
	Nominated
	[116][117]



	Hollywood Music in Media Awards[image: External link]
	Best Original Score – Sci-Fi/Fantasy Film
	John Ottman[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[118][119]



	Spike Guys' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Jean-Claude Gahd Dam
	Olivia Munn
	Won
	[120]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Summer Movie
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Nominated
	[121]



	Choice Movie: Hissy Fit[image: External link]
	Hugh Jackman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	Evan Peters[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Breakout Star
	Alexandra Shipp[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2017
	Golden Tomato Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic Book/Graphic Novel Movie 2016
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	4th Place
	[122]



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link]
	Won
	[123]



	Favorite Action Movie Actress
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture[image: External link]
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Pending
	[124]



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Make-up[image: External link]
	Charles Carter, Rita Ciccozzi and Rosalina Da Silva
	Pending



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Compositing in a Photoreal Feature
	"Quicksilver Rescue" – Jess Burnheim, Alana Newell, Andy Peel and Matthew Shaw
	Nominated
	[125]



	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Squad
	James McAvoy, Alexandra Shipp, Sophie Turner, Jennifer Lawrence, Michael Fassbender, Nicholas Hoult, Evan Peters, Tye Sheridan, Ben Hardy, Kodi Smit-McPhee, Olivia Munn
	Nominated
	[126]
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 Sequel




In May 2016, Simon Kinberg said the next X-Men film would be set in the 1990s.[127] He separately said the post-credits scene mentioning the Essex Corporation[image: External link] was related to Logan[image: External link], and that it could have ties to Gambit[image: External link] as well as the following X-Men film.[128] Bryan Singer said he would be interested in having the villain Proteus[image: External link] in an X-Men film.[129] He also said he will be stepping away from the franchise but could envision returning to it at a later date in some capacity.[130] In February 2017, Sophie Turner said production on the next film would begin soon.[131] On April 22, 2017, 20th Century Fox announced that the film's sequel, X-Men: Dark Phoenix, is scheduled for release on November 2, 2018.[132] On June 14, 2017, it was announced that Kinberg had signed on as director and that Lawrence, Fassbender, McAvoy, Hoult, Shipp, Turner, Sheridan, and Smit-McPhee would all be reprising their roles.[133]
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