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Getting the Most Out of


Loving Justice




Throughout its history, the ability of the church to practice justice has determined whether the values of God advance or decline. When Christians are practicing justice, they show that God is loving and powerful to work against some of the strongest forces of hate and evil in the world. When the church is weak, complacent or engaging in injustice, God is made to look more like a personal crutch for the weak and the immoral.


And who can blame the world for this perception? The church is suspect when some preachers tell us to expect new living room furniture from God but say nothing about God caring or doing anything about little children starving or being shot to death in various parts of the world. If the church is to regain a powerful hearing, then it must hear the cry of justice from the Scriptures.


It is no accident that the powerful revivals of Wesley and Finney were accompanied by fervent challenges to the social order. Conversely, great periods of decline for the church have been during periods when the church lost its social conscience.


It could be argued that secularism was caused by the church’s inability to face the great ills caused by industrialism. Certainly Karl Marx was unimpressed with the church’s challenge to the alienation found in the rise of the modern workplace. So he looked elsewhere for an answer.


If the church as a whole had been following the societal values laid out in Scripture, the outcome might have been different. For instance, “Golden Rule” Jones of Toledo, Ohio, was a Christian businessman in the latter nineteenth century who ran his factory on the basis of the Golden Rule. He treated his workers as he would have wanted to be treated in their place, paid decent wages, limited his own salary and profit shared with his employees.





What Does the Bible Say?


Scripture is full of themes of liberation and the challenge to deal justly with all people. Scripture was written by people who experienced oppression and the spiritual and physical salvation from that oppression. God chose the nation of Israel and through them showed justice in the specifics of their cultural context. An honest study of the Bible reveals just how far we have strayed from that challenge. In Western culture Scripture is often read from the perspective of the elite who miss much of the meaning that would have been obvious to those who first read it. Thus, these studies require us to look with “new eyes” at old passages.


For example, in Acts we need to see the problem that made the first deacons a necessity. We need to notice the cultural issues in the life of Moses. We need to see the corporate issues that faced the nation of Israel and God’s challenges of justice given to the prophets. We need new eyes to see the issues of justice in our midst.


The studies in this guide deal with culture and justice. The studies work best when used in a group because of the dynamic of the group discovery process. However, they can also be used by individuals as well.


The studies may be different from others you have used because of the topics addressed and because of a conscious attempt to appreciate the subtleties in Scripture. This means there may not always be a simple answer. Rather, there should be a growing appreciation for the depth of scriptural insight as we learn to read Scripture from new perspectives.


Let your imagination flow as you read each passage. Try placing yourself in the situations of the people you’re reading about. Avoid “spiritualizing” things that are meant to be taken historically. If, for example, a passage is talking about freeing prisoners from bondage, do not assume automatically that it really refers to freeing people from the “bondage of sin.” Instead, take seriously the specific challenge of the passage, whether it is a spiritual challenge, a political challenge or a social challenge. Some of the questions may seem easy at first and others may appear difficult; however, persistence with Scripture will result in greater depth of understanding.


The activities in the group discussion section will offer important help in the discovery process. These are meant to aid you in the process of relating each passage to current issues. If you are studying in a group, you may want to assign the activities to individuals as “homework” assignments prior to the study and then review the assignments during the group discussion time. Maps of the Holy Land (included in the back of many Bibles) and a Bible dictionary will prove helpful aids for several of the studies.


Many of the studies are written from a North American vantage point. This was done because we wanted to address some specific issues that need attention. However, the studies can be used by people in any country by making an analogy to the specific situation of their country.


It is our hope that these studies will be beneficial to you as you seek to do justice, to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8).









Suggestions for Individual Study


1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.









Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in indepth study on equal ground.


4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.














OEBPS/nav.xhtml


    

      Sommaire



      

        		

          Cover

        



        		

          Title Page

        



        		

          Contents

        



        		

          Getting the Most Out of Loving Justice

        



        		

          Part 1: God’s Societal Values

          

            		

              1 Does God Care About Injustice? Habakkuk 1—2; 3:16-19

            



            		

              2 Acceptable Worship: Isaiah 58

            



            		

              3 No Partiality: Acts 10

            



            		

              4 Caring for Our Enemies: Jonah 1—4

            



            		

              5 A Kingdom of Service: Mark 6:17-44

            



            		

              6 The Lesser Become Greater: Mark 14:1-11

            



          



        



        		

          Part 2: Bringing Justice to Our World

          

            		

              7 Prejudice in the Early Church: Acts 6

            



            		

              8 Challenging Nationalism: Acts 7

            



            		

              9 Cultural Identity: Exodus 3—4

            



            		

              10 Choosing the Better Role: Luke 10:38-42

            



            		

              11 The Temptation of Materialism: Revelation 18

            



            		

              12 Putting People Before Products: Matthew 12:1-21

            



          



        



        		

          Leader’s Notes

        



        		

          What Should We Study Next?

        



        		

          About the Authors

        



        		

          More Titles from InterVarsity Press

        



        		

          Copyright

        



      



    

    

      Pagination de l'édition papier



      

        		

          1

        



        		

          5

        



        		

          6

        



        		

          7

        



        		

          8

        



        		

          9

        



        		

          11

        



        		

          12

        



        		

          13

        



        		

          14

        



        		

          15

        



        		

          16

        



        		

          17

        



        		

          18

        



        		

          19

        



        		

          20

        



        		

          21

        



        		

          22

        



        		

          23

        



        		

          24

        



        		

          25

        



        		

          26

        



        		

          27

        



        		

          28

        



        		

          29

        



        		

          30

        



        		

          31

        



        		

          32

        



        		

          33

        



        		

          34

        



        		

          35

        



        		

          36

        



        		

          37

        



        		

          38

        



        		

          39

        



        		

          40

        



        		

          41

        



        		

          42

        



        		

          43

        



        		

          44

        



        		

          45

        



        		

          46

        



        		

          47

        



        		

          48

        



        		

          49

        



        		

          50

        



        		

          51

        



        		

          52

        



        		

          53

        



        		

          54

        



        		

          55

        



        		

          56

        



        		

          57

        



        		

          58

        



        		

          59

        



        		

          60

        



        		

          61

        



        		

          62

        



        		

          63

        



        		

          64

        



        		

          65

        



        		

          66

        



        		

          67

        



        		

          68

        



        		

          69

        



        		

          70

        



        		

          71

        



        		

          72

        



        		

          73

        



        		

          74

        



        		

          75

        



        		

          76

        



      



    

    

      Guide



      

        		

          Cover

        



        		

          

            Loving Justice

          

        



        		

          Start of content

        



        		

          Contents

        



      



    

  

OEBPS/images/p1.jpg
BIBLE STUDIES






OEBPS/images/AI_IVP_Books_G.jpg
==
Vp

An imprint of InterVarsity Press
Downers Grove, lllinois





OEBPS/cover/cover.jpg
BoB HUNTER
AND CAROL HUNTER

LOVING
JUSTICE

<8

Lifel

éuide""

BIBLE STUDIES

12 STUDIES FOR INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS






