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BYWAYS





Introduction




Cherry Potts


We are told that Arachne Press has a track record (pun intended) in what academics call psycho-geography: the influence of the (topographical) environment on the thoughts and behaviours of its inhabitants. We didn’t know that’s what we were doing – we were just looking for themes for anthologies.


Stations was born out of wishing to celebrate the London Overground, because, having complained bitterly throughout the works, we loved it once it was there.


The hook for A470 Poems for the Road/Cerddi’r Ffordd, was chosen for its commonality; pretty much anyone who lives in or has visited Wales has driven on and has an opinion of the road that joins and divides the north and south of the country.


We toyed with coasts in Time and Tide, which led to a couple of climate concern books, Tymes goe by Turnes, (unintentionally – it was what our writers responded with) and Words from the Brink.


Byways combines the exploration of routes through our neighbourhoods with those environmental concerns in a self-powered anthology – poems and stories on foot. Environment in both senses.
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