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About the Compiler


This is the first venture for Alan Rodgers into a publication in the quiz genre, but as an author of some repute, he has mastered it.


A Tyrone-based journalist, Alan has written four books. Three of these, Down from the Cross (2006), Forever Young on the Fields of Moy (2008), and Leading Through the Troubles (2013), are GAA-based. The fourth, Real Horses and Replicas, is a local history publication that was described as a must-have book at its launch in 2011.




Introduction


So you really are a follower of Tyrone GAA and all its associated matters?


Good for you and congratulations on your good luck. For you are just about to read here the ultimate publication for a Tyrone GAA follower.


Yes, you have now got in your hands the Gaelic Games Quiz Book: Tyrone and it’s jam-packed with all the questions you might ever have asked or wanted to ask about your favourite county.


This book has plenty more that you might ever have thought about in terms of GAA lore, since you don’t have time to delve into the more obscure areas of results and achievements associated with the Red Hand county.


However, it’s not always the so-called obscure questions that trip up the fan that knows everything about his or her club or county. Not by any means, since even the important facts and figures or dates and landmarks can slip away just when you’re calling upon them.


So, if you are one of those fans who takes pride in coming up with little nuggets of information or if you just want to test yourself on Tyrone GAA for the sake of it – this quiz book is for you.


There are questions for everyone – some are simple and straightforward, some a bit more daunting and others will really test you out.


Hopefully, though, there is more than enough within these pages to keep you interested, amused, frustrated and puzzled – and to reinforce your enthusiasm for all things Tyrone.


Enjoy it!
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Founder Members


Make Their Mark


These were the people and events that led the way for the Tyrone GAA. The challenges they faced were immense, but their contributions laid the foundations for the strength of Gaelic games in the twenty-first century. But how much can you recall about those earliest years?





  1.  The first chairman of the GAA in Tyrone was a Strabane man, named Michael V. O’Nolan. One of his sons went on to achieve acclaim as a well-known writer under what names?


  2.  Tyrone’s very first Ulster championship game took place against their new rivals from Armagh in January 1904. As well as being historic for this fact, the match also has another unusual claim to fame. What is it?


  3.  The Derrytresk club can rightly claim to be one of the oldest in the county and is proud of being the ‘little club with the big heart.’ An earlier club in the area was named after a Dutchman, H. Goff, who had come to the east Tyrone to do what?


  4.  One cup has the distinction of being the first to be played for in Tyrone. It was organised in the Mid-Tyrone area in 1906-07. Can you name the piece of silverware in question?


  5.  GAA history in Tyrone during the first decades of the twentieth century was dominated by collapse and revival. The first such revival took place in 1913-14 and the meeting was attended by which Ulster official who went on to become prominent in Irish life for other reasons?


  6.  Long periods without a championship win are now rare for Tyrone at senior inter-county level. However, it was to be 1926 before they eventually achieved a victory and the losses included one in 1920 to Armagh that was unique for what reason?


  7.  Tyrone’s white jerseys with the Red Hand are famous. But before being introduced in the late 1920s, the county team played in a number of different colours. Their 1918 Ulster championship meeting against Monaghan saw them wear which colour?


  8.  A famous Tyrone poetess who died in 1891 was commemorated in the name of the very first camogie club to be established in the county. Can you name the club, which was based in Fintona?


  9.  In the modern era, Tyrone teams annually meet and beat the top teams in Ireland. It was all so different, though, a century ago. Name the year in which the county first lined out against the reigning All-Ireland champions.


10.  Springfield Park in Dungannon was a regular venue for inter-county matches. Film footage of the 1929 Gold Medal meeting against Antrim is reckoned to be the oldest one of a Tyrone match. The game is also believed to be noteworthy for what other reason?
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