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Physical Characteristics of the Belgian Malinois


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Clean-cut and strong without heaviness.


Skull: Flattened rather than rounded.


Eyes: Brown, preferably dark brown, medium size, slightly almond shaped.
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Nose: Black without discolored areas.


Ears: Approach the shape of an equilateral triangle and are stiff, erect, and in proportion to the head in size.


Neck: Round and of sufficient length to permit the proud carriage of the head.


Muzzle: Moderately pointed, avoiding any tendency to snipiness.


Mouth: Full complement of strong, white teeth that are evenly set and meet in a scissors or level bite.


Jaws: Strong and powerful.


Body: Chest is not broad but is deep, with the lowest point reaching the elbow. The underline forms a smooth ascendant curve from the lowest point of the chest to the abdomen.


Forequarters: Muscular without excessive bulkiness. The shoulder is long and oblique, laid flat against the body, forming a sharp angle with the upper arm. The legs are straight, strong, and parallel to each other. Length and substance are well in proportion to the size of the dog.


Color: Rich fawn to mahogany, with black tips on the hairs, giving an overlay appearance. The mask and ears are black. The underparts of the body, tail, and breeches are lighter fawn.


Topline: The withers are slightly higher and slope into the back which must be level, straight and firm from withers to hip joint.


Tail: Strong at the base, the bone reaching to the hock.


Hindquarters: Angulation of the hindquarters is in balance with the forequarters; the angle at the hock is relatively sharp.The legs are in proportion to the size of the dog; oval bone rather than round. Legs are parallel to each other. The thighs should be well muscled.


Coat: The coat should be comparatively short, straight, hard enough to be weather resistant, with dense undercoat.


Size: Males are 24 to 26 inches in height: females are 22 to 24 inches; measurement to be taken at the withers.


Feet: Round (cat-footed) and well padded with the toes curved close together. Hind feet may be slightly elongated, with toes curved together and well padded.
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With a combination of natural elegance, physical ability, brains and faithful temperament, the Belgian Malinois has secured himself a place in the hearts of fanciers around the world and looks ahead to a bright future.
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The name of this breed can bring to mind the beautiful flower fields of Belgium in the springtime, the wonderful storybook city of Bruges (or Brugge) in the North and the bustling cities of Antwerp and Brussels. But the Belgian Malinois came from the farms of this great country, where he spent his days herding the livestock, protecting his family, their property and their farm.


The histories of many breeds of dog are difficult to trace and in previous centuries very few, if any, records were kept of the dogs that were used for breeding. The dog that performed the best at his bred-for purpose was mated to a similar animal that excelled at the same task. Dogs selected were picked for their intelligence, abilities and devotion to their masters. Within a few generations, litters of puppies would begin to look alike, and the dogs would be able to perform specific tasks with ever-improving precision and skill.


With the Belgian Malinois, we know that he hails from Belgium and that his basic task was, and still is, to herd…be it sheep or cattle, and sometimes even his owner, as the herding instinct lies deep within the breed. In addition to his herding abilities, the Belgian Malinois excels in a number of canine activities such as agility, obedience, tracking, Schutzhund and guard work.


On September 29, 1891, the Club du Chien de Berger Belge (the Belgian Shepherd Dog Club) was founded. The same year, on November 15, veterinarian Prof. Dr. Adolphe Reul assembled a group of individuals from the various Belgian counties at the veterinary faculty in Cureghem. This meeting was called in order to determine whether a national shepherd-dog type actually existed. The expert panel reviewed 117 representatives and it was determined that there was indeed a consistent type of a Belgian shepherd breed. Forty dogs were selected from this group, all of which were anatomically alike, though their coats varied greatly in length, texture and color.
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A quartet of the Belgian shepherding breeds.
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Tjop (Tomy x Cora I), a famous ancestor of today’s Malinois.


The varieties of the Belgian shepherds were named, more or less, for the towns in which they originated. The Malinois was named after the city of Malines (the French name for Mechelen). The Tervuren came from the town of Tervuren where the dogs were originally bred by M. F. Corbeel. The Groenendael was named after the village where Nicholas Rose bred the black Belgians. The Laekenois, bred around Antwerp and Boom, was named not after its hometown but after the royal park of Laeken where the dogs worked for shepherd Adrien Janssens.
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Tomy (Samlo x Diane), the ancestor of the Malinois and the first short-haired Belgian Shepherd with a charcoal fawn coat and a black mask.


It should be noted when reading about the varieties of the Belgian sheepdog that in the United States only three of the four breeds are recognized by the American Kennel Club (AKC): the Belgian Malinois, the Belgian Tervuren and the Belgian Sheepdog, which is the Groenendael variety. They are all classified and shown in the Herding Group. The Belgian Laekenois is registered through the AKC’s Foundation Stock Service but cannot compete in AKC shows. In continental Europe and the UK, they are shown as four varieties of the same breed and all varieties are referred to as Belgian Shepherds, which are part of the Pastoral Group. There are two accepted pronunciations of the name Malinois: malinoy in the US and malinwah in Europe.


In 1891 in the Belgian city of Malines, south of Antwerp, a group of dedicated breeders lived, gathered and promoted the Malinois. By 1901 the first Belgian Shepherd, Vos des Polders, was registered with the Societé Royale Saint-Hubert. Vos sired Dewet, who was considered a cornerstone of the early Malinois. The Belgian shepherds owe their foundation to Vos, who was a rough-haired fawn dog coming from a line of shepherd dogs that were used to guard the Belgian flax fields. Vos was bred to a bitch, Lise de Laeken, and eventually bred to his daughters, which produced a line of gray and fawn dogs with rough- and short-haired coats that were consistent in type. These are the breedings that formed the basis for the Belgian shepherd breeds. Of interest is that Vos was also considered an ancestor of both the Dutch Shepherd Dog and the Bouvier des Flandres.
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Dewet (Mouche x Vos des Polders) formed the basis of the Malinois breeding along with Tjop.


The Malinois Tomy, whelped in the late 1890s, was the most famous of the early Malinois, known for his outstanding color and build. He was an excellent worker as well as a winner at the dog shows. He was the first short-haired shepherd with a charcoal fawn coat and a black mask. Tomy was bred to Cora I, who was a short-haired brindle with a mask, and this mating produced Tjop, a short-haired fawn without a mask. Tjop is considered a pillar of the breed, and his name can be found in the background of the important bloodlines of the short-haired shepherds (Malinois). Tjop and Dewet, although both very different in type, formed the pillars of the Malinois breed. Dewet, a powerful and coarse dog, had light fawn coloring with an overlay of black patches. Tjop is considered to be the prototype of the Belgian Malinois.
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Tom (Vos I x Lieske), rough-haired and with a fawn coat.
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Boer Sus (Basoef x Mira), a famous rough-coated ancestor.




BELGIANS IN THE CONGO


During the Belgian rule of the Congo, Belgian Malinois were employed for guard work. The short-haired variety was best suited for work in the tropical clime, and the Malinois adapted to the heat remarkably well.





Early breeders recognized the beauty and elegance of the Malinois but never sacrificed beauty or type for working ability. Historically, the Malinois was known as the working dog and to this day he continues to enjoy the reputation of being the most trainable, versatile and hard-working of the four varieties. The Malinois was often used in the breeding of the other three varieties of Belgian shepherd to set coat type and color and to strengthen herding instincts and working abilities. Over the years there had been much crossbreeding between the four types of Belgians. Although often frowned upon, it was not until 1973 that the Belgian Kennel Club no longer allowed crossbreeding between the different varieties.
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Jojo du Maugré (Iago du Maugré x Ialta du Maugré).


On May 8, 1892 the first Belgian specialty show was held in Cureghem, Belgium. Of the 92 dogs that were exhibited that day, about one-third of them were short-haired (Malinois), though the majority was long-haired. In the same year, the first standard for the breed was written, describing the three coat varieties: long, short and rough. This standard was reworked many times over the years to reach the definitive classification and description of the four varieties of the Belgian shepherd, divided by coat texture, coat color and length of coat.


In 1898 a second club was formed by Dr. G. Geudens and L. Huyghebaert in Malines. This new club was in fact a branch of the club of Brussels. Heated disputes and conflicts hindered the breed in these early years, and experts could not agree on the correct or desired coat length and colors. There was also conflict regarding the utilitarian ability of a dog versus its conformational (or esthetic) value. In time Dr. Reul’s club disappeared, and the Berger Belge Club remained and was recognized by the Societé Royale Saint-Hubert. Another club, the Royal Groenendael Club, was also recognized, and the two clubs functioned until March of 1990 when the Berger Belge Club and the Malines club were finally united.


In the late 1890s, because the Club du Chien Berger Belge held only herding trials, Louis Huyghebaert began holding dressage trials to test the Belgian dogs’ abilities with jumping over high fences and long obstacles and swimming. These trials were also combined with protection work and were called Belgian ring sport and Campagnes. The first trial, held in June of 1903, was won by Cora I, the dam of Tjop. Ring trials became a fixture in Belgian shepherd society, and national trials have been held on a yearly basis ever since.
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Sicco de Kersouwe (Maubray du Maugré x Patara van Balderlo).
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Gitan de la Terre Aimée (Maubray du Maugré x Alma de la Terre Aimée).


Historically speaking, the Laekenois, the rough-coated breed, is closely related to the Malinois. Both were originally bred and predominantly found near Antwerp and Boom. Vos I, a main ancestor of the Malinois, is also responsible for the Laekenois. Vos was mated to Lieske, a short-haired brindle bitch, and this breeding produced Diane, the dam of Tomy. The same combination, however, also produced Tom, one of the most famous rough-haired fawn dogs. Diane was bred by Adrien Janssens, whose sheep grazed in the royal park of Laeken. Janssens’s best dogs were rough-haired fawns, and these became the basis of the Laekenois breed.
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Bundessieger Koran van Balderlo (Elton van Banderlo x Iris van Banderlo).
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POST OFFICE SALUTES BELGIUM’S TOP FOUR


On May 26, 1986, four postage stamps were issued in Belgium to honor the best known Belgian breeds, namely the Belgian shepherd varieties (pictured, left to right: Malinois, Tervuren and Groenendael) and (not pictured) the Bouvier des Flandres.
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Samlo, a short-haired Belgian shepherd, brown brindle, is one of the founders of the Malinois variety. He is the father of Tomy and the grandfather of Tjop.


The decade prior to World War I saw breeders working together to solidify breed type and promoting the breed throughout Europe. Derived from Cora I, the mother of Tjop, and Dewet, the dogs at the De l’ Enclos kennel were superb working dogs and show dogs. Belgians were actively and successfully competing in the increasingly popular police-dog trials as well as tracking trials. Although breed members were used in the war as messenger dogs, ambulance dogs and artillery-cart dogs, World War I was devastating to the Malinois in its homeland. Following the war, breeders were compelled to ignore the coloration of the Malinois in an effort to broaden the breeding base and reestablish the quality lost.


[image: image]


Lady de la Casa du Barry (Ch. Ino de la Casa du Barry x Ch. Fanny de la Casa du Barry).
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In time the breed reemerged and began to thrive during the period after the war. Arthur Hanappe’s De Jolimont kennels led the way for many new Malinois breeders, breeding many top-notch working dogs that were exceptionally beautiful. The De l’Ecaillon kennels of Felix Verbanck, continuing the work of Prof. Reul, deserve special mention, as Mr. Verbanck earned a place in the history of our breed. He not only established a leading kennel of Malinois but also served as secretary of the parent club. He mentored many Malinois enthusiasts over his life in the breed. His kennel, established in 1930, was based on De Jolimont stock.
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This Laekenois is Multi and World Ch. Max van Kriekebos (Hassan van Kriekebos x Jody van Kriekebos).


History tragically repeating itself, World War II was no less devastating to the Malinois. Once again the breed was put into service as messenger dogs and Red Cross search dogs, and many brave Belgian dogs lost their lives to the German army in the line of duty. Because the dogs were so skilled at their jobs, the German army was ordered to shoot the dogs on sight, which led to a near extinction of the breed. Thankfully a few breeders in Europe were able to hide their dogs and the breed did survive.
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Duc de Groenendael (drawing by E. van Gelder), the most famous son of Picard d’Uccle and Petite (the foundation couple of the Groenendael variety) and the father of Milsart, who played a major role in fixing the Tervuren type.


THE LONG-HAIRED BELGIANS


The Belgian Sheepdog (Groenendael) and the Belgian Tervuren, the two long-haired breeds, share the same early history and thus their origins are closely tied. Only since the turn of the 20th century were they exhibited separately as “Blacks” and “Other Colors.”


Picard d’Uccle, a handsome black male, was predestined to become the ancestor of the Belgian Sheepdog (Groenendael). Nicolas Rose purchased Picard as well as Petite, a three-year-old black bitch, who won first prize at the first Belgian specialty in 1892. This pair of long-haired blacks became the foundation pair for the Groenendael. Mr. Rose owned the Chateau Groenendael and he called his kennel “de Groenendael.” The variety adopted this name in 1910. The Tervuren began as the “Other Than Black” Groenendael and for years was regarded as the poor cousin. Tom and Poes, owned by M. F. Corbeel, are regarded as the foundation pair of the Tervuren, named after Mr. Corbeel’s hometown. Their progeny, namely Miss, who was a fawn bitch with a good black overlay, became the basis of the Tervuren. Miss was mated to Duc de Groenendael, the son of Picard and Petite, to produce Milsart, the Tervuren breed’s first champion. Milsart did much to set the type in the breed, and his pedigree proves that these two long-haired varieties derive from the same foundation pair.
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Belgian Tervuren.
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Belgian Sheepdog (Groenendael).





Within a decade of the war’s ending, new breeders took up the reigns to shepherd the breed to greener pastures. The De l’Assa kennel produced important dogs in its two decades of operation from the 1960s through the 1970s. During the late 1960s, the breed took off also in Switzerland with the Du Colombophile kennel leading the way, producing excellent Malinois. France also produced fine Malinois during this period. The 1970s also saw the emergence of other new kennels such as v.d. Palme and Courtepoint that quickly gained recognition for the excellence of their dogs.
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THE BELGIAN MALINOIS COMES TO AMERICA


The first Malinois (under the name Belgian Sheepdog, which was the name used for all varieties of that time), Belgian Blackie and Belgian Mouche, were imported into the US in 1911. The breed became popular throughout the 1920s and 1930s. Walter Mucklow published many articles about the Belgian shepherd in the American Kennel Gazette in 1924 and 1925 and this further acquainted the American public with the breed. The Belgian was ranked in the top five most popular breeds by the end of the 1920s.


In addition to Prof. Reul, one of the founders of the Malinois breed, Felix Verbanck became an advisor on the breeding of the Malinois as he had done an extensive study on the breed and had a library of materials that was unsurpassed. The Belgian Sheepdog Club of America (BSCA) was formed in 1919 and was recognized by the American Kennel Club. The three Belgian shepherd varieties that would eventually be AKC-recognized, the Malinois, Groenendael and Tervuren, were imported into the country and registered with the AKC. However, following the Great Depression of the 1930s, the breed, as with almost all pure-bred dogs, suffered and registrations fell so low that the Belgian Sheepdog was placed in the Miscellaneous Class by the AKC.
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Belgium’s King Albert I visited the Antwerp show in 1919 and congratulated a Belgian army officer, the owner of the Malinois Sieger at the time.


[image: image]


Int. & Am. Ch. TriSorts Jamn Jumpn Jason K, owned by Chet and Kelly Backus, has earned over 50 titles.
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The ever-alert Malinois’s keen senses and physical ability make for a dog unequaled in potential to succeed at so many areas of competition, training and work, not to mention as a companion par excellence.


Again, in the late 1930s and early 1940s, with the onset of World War II, the breed took another decided drop in popularity. After the war, interest began to pick up to some degree although the Malinois really did not flourish again until the early 1960s. Because of this limited interest, the breed was not recognized by the American Kennel Club for several years. The dog remained listed in the Miscellaneous Class, as only 107 Malinois had been registered in the AKC stud book in a ten-year period.


Activity for the Malinois was almost non-existent in the 1940s and 1950s in America; so much so that all AKC records for the Malinois had been lost. In 1949, however, John Cowley and his Netherlair kennels imported two Malinois and showed them, causing some interest in this breed among the public. By the 1960s several other fanciers had become interested in the breed. However, during these years there was more interest in the Tervuren, and several were imported into the US. It has been noted that when the BSCA published their newsletter, between 1953 and 1959, little had been written about the history of the three varieties and the interbreeding between them, and nothing had been written about the common ancestors of the three varieties.
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Many Malinois owners are interested in showing their dogs, and it’s easy to see why. Ch. TriSorts Nico, owned by James and Karen Huff.


In addition, the foreign Groenendael (the long-haired black variety) was not welcomed by the BSCA, as this variety was considered to be inferior. A group of Groenendael breeders protested to the AKC that the three varieties were not the same breed and should not all be registered as Belgian Sheepdogs. At the bequest of the Groenendael breeders, the AKC polled the Belgian Sheepdog owners about inter-variety breeding and conformation competition. By 1959, with a poor response to the questionnaire, the AKC board voted that only the Groendenael variety would be accepted, and the Tervuren and Malinois were relegated to stay in the Miscellaneous Class. The Tervuren and the Malinois factions then founded their own clubs.
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Flying through an agility tire jump with ease, this Malinois demonstrates the breed’s natural athleticism. This is TriSorts Bold Retainer CGC, NA, NAJ, OA, OAJ, owned by Lisa Knock, Carl Brown and Martha Moses.




PURE-BRED PURPOSE


Given the vast range of the world’s 400 or so pure breeds of dog, it’s fair to say that domestic dogs are the most versatile animal in the kingdom. From the tiny 1-pound lap dog to the 200-pound guard dog, dogs have adapted to every need and whim of their human masters. Humans have selectively bred dogs to alter physical attributes like size, color, leg length, mass and skull diameter in order to suit our own needs and fancies. Dogs serve humans not only as companions and guardians but also as hunters, exterminators, shepherds, rescuers, messengers, warriors, babysitters and more!





Antonia Diamond of Diadem kennels became well known for producing excellent Malinois. She became familiar with the breed in the 1920s when her grandfather kept Malinois for working the sheep on his ranch. In 1947 she received her first Malinois and entered her first dog show in 1953, going on to purchase her first show dog in 1954. In 1962 she imported her first dog from Belgium. She has been a tireless worker and supporter of the breed, but foremost has been an excellent breeder.
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Malinois usually have a good showing at all-breed events. TriSorts Ivory, owned by Barbara Vitarelli.
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Here’s the amazing “Jammer,” that’s short for the Backuses’ dream Malinois from TriSorts.


By 1965, because of increased popularity, the breed was moved to the Working Group. In 1983, the breed, along with the other herding breeds, was moved to the AKC’s newly formed Herding Group where it is classified at the present time along with the Belgian Sheepdog (Groenendael) and the Tervuren.
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The most important traits of the Belgian Malinois are his temperament and wonderful companion qualities.


Donna Haworth of Souvenir kennels acquired a bitch in 1973 that was out of Uline de Maugré and Diadem Du Coeur. Her first champion, Ch. Souvenir O’Crocs-Blancs not only obtained her AKC championship but earned a Utility (obedience) degree as well. Ch. Souvenir Harmony CD was owned by Barbara Peach and was one of the foundation bitches of her kennel.


Dorothy Kutlik of De L’Ferme kennels started with a Tervuren in 1974. With time and research she found that the intelligence and the short coat of the Malinois were more to her liking and acquired her first Malinois. For ten years, striving to improve the breed, she bred three generations of top Belgian Malinois, including Ch. Mr. Mighty Mo De L’Ferme CDX, who won two all-breed Bests in Show.


Frank and Carol Knock of TriSorts kennels, located in Vienna, Virginia, purchased two bitches from Ms. Diamond in 1973 and bred their first litter in 1983, sired by an imported dog from Belgium, Vicco Ry Du Maugré. Their first champion came from this litter. The big winner for this kennel was Ch. Hugo von Heinrich De L’Ferme. While successfully breeding the Malinois, the Knocks were also teaching obedience and handling classes, and over the years they had more than 33,000 dogs and people attend their classes. Their daughter Lisa became very active with the breed and not only shows the dogs but also teaches classes. The Knocks’ dogs have been invited to the Purina Invitational several times and have placed in the top 20 every year except for one. Their philosophy, since they first began breeding, has remained the same: breed for good temperament, good structure and type and excellent working ability. Above all, their dogs must have good temperaments.




WORLDWIDE POPULARITY


In addition to the US, UK and Belgium, the Belgian shepherd breeds enjoy popularity around the world, especially in France, Switzerland, Italy, the Netherlands and the Scandinavian countries. The Malinois remains the most popular variety in the homeland, although the Groenendael outnumbers the Malinois in the Scandinavian countries. The French breeders equal the Belgian breeders in excellence and continue to breed fabulous dogs, especially Tervurens, which many people believe the French created in a certain sense. The Netherlands, despite having its own shepherding breed in the Dutch Shepherd Dog, prizes the Belgian shepherds for their police and defense work. The Laekenois owes its continued existence to the Dutch. In Germany, the land of the great German Shepherd Dog, the Malinois excels in military service and also as a customs dog, border patrol dog and tracking dog, second only to the GSD. The breeds are also seen in Japan, South Africa and Australia.
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Susie Williamson of Merson kennels in Irving, Texas has also been a very active breeder, acquiring her first dog in 1993 from Crocs-Blancs kennels in Arizona. Ch. U-D Crocs-Blancs’ Volcanic not only was Best of Breed at Westminster in 1996 but also placed in numerous Herding Groups as well as having a string of working titles attached to her name. She produced 14 champions out of 3 litters and is the dam of the first water-rescue-titled dog. When breeding, Ms. Williamson looks for temperament and soundness, placing temperament first.
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The Malinois is the most popular of the four Belgian shepherd varieties around the world.


Other breeders who have made their mark on the breed have been Ann MacKay of Avonlea kennel, from Minnesota but formerly of Michigan, Sharon and James Burke of Maryland and Dr. Deborah Alexander of Tennessee. In the West, Kathryn Shields of Carousel kennels in Oregon, Sue Haase of Roulets kennels in Neveda and Barbara Peach of Treubleu in California have been very active breeders.
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