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            Premiere Production

         

         The Children’s Inquiry was produced by LUNG, co-commissioned by The Lowry and first presented at Southwark Playhouse in London on 9 July 2024.
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            THE TRUTH STARS

            Born at the Queen’s Theatre Hornchurch in 2019, The Truth Stars is a group of care-experienced teenagers who came together to fearlessly share their stories and investigate the system they are a part of.

            Amber is one of the funniest people you will ever meet; she once ate hot chocolate powder to find out how it tasted. Angelica is fiercely intelligent, always asking questions about the world around her. Frank is literally a musical theatre star in the making. He has the voice of an angel and an infectious curiosity. Jelicia is a breath of fresh air, a natural born leader and endlessly manifesting the vibes.

            The Truth Stars was founded to get to the root of the truth of the care system. We hope this musical will somehow take us all one step closer on this journey.
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            Setting

            A community centre in Romford.

            
                

            

            Performance Notes

            This musical is written to be performed by an ensemble of children and teenagers. They multirole throughout the production to play various witnesses and other figures from history.

            Amber, Angelica, Frank and Jelicia (The 4) and the witnesses speak only through song. Voices from history interrupt via spoken audio clips, which run throughout the musical.

            Corridors link one time period to the next.

            A forward slash (/) indicates an interruption in speech.
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            Foreword

         

         The educational, mental and physical health and employment outcomes for children and young people in care are a national scandal. Too many of our young people continue to have few and poor academic qualifications, often resulting in limited expectations, a sense of fatalism, low-paid and insecure jobs and poor-quality accommodation.

         Despite children in care making up less than one per cent of the population, statistics show that care leavers make up a quarter of prison and homeless populations in this country. This is an indictment of our nation’s failure to protect its most vulnerable.

         Too many people leaving care at eighteen feel that they are unworthy, forgotten and unwanted. Support for them at this crucial time in their development, transitioning to adulthood, is drastically reduced at a time when they need it most. Labelling them ‘care leavers’ at eighteen reinforces the impression that the local authority cannot wait to get rid of them, that they are too much trouble. It is madness that focused support from social workers and Independent Reviewing Officers ceases for young people at eighteen, exactly at the time when they are working out who they are and making the transition to adulthood. This is daunting for most young people, let alone those who have suffered significant trauma, upheaval and instability in their lives.

         Not everything costs money – getting rid of the jargon, the endless meetings that are often little more than tick-box legal exercises, having to repeat the same information repeatedly because management systems are not up to scratch, family time run for the benefit of the parents and not the traumatised young person, endless changes of social workers, delays in getting into good schools – all this can be and should be changed, at little or no cost. 10

         Local Authorities say they want to hear the voices of young people, but often only when it fits in with their predetermined plans or budget for that young person. The provision of appropriate education for children and young people in care is too often an afterthought once a placement has been made. It should be integral to the placement planning process.

         We admire the young people who have spent several years telling their stories to help make this play, The Children’s Inquiry, possible. Foster carers are on the front line of providing daily care and support for young people in care. As foster carers, our role is to be strong advocates for the young people who live with us. We don’t always get it right, but we do try to provide a place of calm, safety, stability, routine, forgiveness, hope, holistic care and, yes, fun – but most of all love.

         Each young person in care has their own story to tell and The Children’s Inquiry has enabled some of their voices to be heard. Their stories are not sensationalist, but they are harrowing, and, at times, uncomfortable. They are real stories from real people living in Britain today and will resonate with all those in care.

         Our hope and prayer is that this play will be a call to action and will be seen nationwide. It needs to be seen by young people in care, all Child-in-Care Co-ordinators in schools and all those who have legal responsibility for children and young people in care. This play helps their voices to be heard.

         This play is a clarion call to us as a nation and as individuals, to listen and to do better!

         
             

         

         Jeff Graham, Elwyn Boyle, Lynna Thompson

(the passionate foster carers of

Amber, Angelica, Frank and Jelicia)

      

   


   
      
         
11
            Authors’ Note

         

         We’re writing this from the back of a rowdy rehearsal room on a rainy Monday afternoon. With a cast of exclusively young performers (the youngest is nine!), break time is always carnage and things are no different today. When we work with seasoned, adult actors, the breaks are about phone time and caffeine. But these young people take any possible free moment for fun and for play.

         At LUNG we make plays about systems. Systems and their failures. This sounds depressing and worthy but ultimately we do it because we have unrelenting hope that systems, made by people, can also be changed by people.

         When we met Amber, Angelica, Frank and Jelicia five years ago at the Queen’s Theatre in Hornchurch, we set out to make a play about a system. Once a week, we met up to share our truths and our stories and to examine the system that has shaped their childhood: the social-care system for children.
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