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Endorsements for the Church Questions Series

      “Christians are pressed by very real questions. How does Scripture structure a church, order worship, organize ministry, and define biblical leadership? Those are just examples of the questions that are answered clearly, carefully, and winsomely in this new series from 9Marks. I am so thankful for this ministry and for its incredibly healthy and hopeful influence in so many faithful churches. I eagerly commend this series.”

      R. Albert Mohler Jr., President, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

      “Sincere questions deserve thoughtful answers. If you’re not sure where to start in answering these questions, let this series serve as a diving board into the pool. These mini-books are winsomely to-the-point and great to read together with one friend or one hundred friends.”

      Gloria Furman, author, Missional Motherhood and The Pastor’s Wife

      “As a pastor, I get asked lots of questions. I’m approached by unbelievers seeking to understand the gospel, new believers unsure about next steps, and maturing believers wanting help answering questions from their Christian family, friends, neighbors, or coworkers. It’s in these moments that I wish I had a book to give them that was brief, answered their questions, and pointed them in the right direction for further study. Church Questions is a series that provides just that. Each booklet tackles one question in a biblical, brief, and practical manner. The series may be called Church Questions, but it could be called ‘Church Answers.’ I intend to pick these up by the dozens and give them away regularly. You should too.”

      Juan R. Sanchez, Senior Pastor, High Pointe Baptist Church, Austin, Texas
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And all who believed were together . . . 

      Acts 2:44

      





      The most important time to be at church is when you don’t feel like it.

      I once talked with three Christians in a week—two struggling with depression, and a third going through a tough breakup—who’d stopped gathering with God’s people. Whether for weeks or months, all three stopped showing up on Sundays.

      One said it would be unsatisfying because there wasn’t a sense of connection. Another said it would be awkward because he didn’t want to see his ex. The other said it would be unhelpful because she had no desire to be there anymore.1

      I’m not here to minimize their burdens or condemn them for feeling the way they did. I’m not writing to them or about them. I’m simply writing to every Christian who feels the way they felt, who feels (as I have felt before) like gathering with God’s people will be unsatisfying, unhelpful, or just plain awkward.

      I’m writing to say something I said to all three of my friends: the most important time to be at church is when you don’t feel like it.

      My goal is simple: I want to motivate Christians to meet together with consistency, joy, and purpose. I’m writing to Christians who love Jesus and want to follow him but who struggle to understand, appreciate, or make time for the church.

      What’s in a Feeling?
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