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Physical Characteristics of the Irish Wolfhound


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Not too broad.


Head: Long.


Muzzle: Long and moderately pointed.
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Chest: Very deep.


Forequarters: Shoulders, muscular, giving breadth of chest, set sloping. Elbows well under.


Leg: Forearm muscular, and the whole leg strong and quite straight.


Ears: Small and Greyhound-like in carriage.


Neck: Rather long, very strong.


Minimum Height and Weight: Dogs, 32 inches and 120 pounds; bitches, 30 inches and 105 pounds.


Back: Rather long than short.


Tail: Long and slightly curved.


Hair: Rough and hard on body, legs and head.


Belly: Well drawn up.


Hindquarters: Muscular thighs and second thigh long and strong as in the Greyhound.


Color and Markings: Gray, brindle, red, black, pure white, fawn or any other color that appears in the Deerhound.


Feet: Moderately large and round. Toes, well arched and closed.




[image: image]




[image: image]







KENNEL CLUB BOOKS® IRISH WOLFHOUND


ISBN 13: 978-1-59378-311-2


eISBN 13: 978-1-59378-992-3





Copyright © 2005 • Kennel Club Books®A Division of BowTie, Inc.


40 Broad Street, Freehold, NJ 07728 USA


Cover Design Patented: US 6,435,559 B2 • Printed in South Korea





All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, by photostat, scanner, microfilm, xerography or any other means, or incorporated into any information retrieval system, electronic or mechanical, without the written permission of the copyright owner.





10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1







Photography by Cheryl A. Ertelt


with additional photographs by:





Tom Booth, Paulette Braun, T.J. Calhoun, Alan and Sandy Carey, Isabelle Français, Gilbert Studios, Carol Ann Johnson, Bill Jonas, Kent Standerford, Chuck Tatham and Alice van Kempen.


Illustrations by Patricia Peters.


The publisher wishes to thank all of the owners whose dogs are featured in this book, including Kathy Bagi, Jill Richards Bregy, Sheri Day, Sam Ewing, Aimee Felger, Patricia Grove, Megan Krejcik, Barbara Meadows, Gail Selsmeyer, Judith Simon, Dr. Lynn Simon, Lois Thomasson and Cyndi & Bernie Westhoff.





[image: image]


The Irish Wolfhound has a rich history in the UK. Mrs. I. H. Barr from Dorking, Surrey, England had a fine kennel of Irish Wolfhounds during the 1930s. Here is a veritable pack photographed with Mrs. Barr’s young daughter.
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INTRODUCING THE IRISH WOLFHOUND


I will give thee a hound that was given to me in Ireland; he is big, and no worse than a stout man. Besides it is part of his nature that he has a man’s wit, and he will bay at every man he knows to be thy foe, but never at thy friends. He can see, too, in any man’s face whether he means thee well or ill, and he will lay down his life to be true to thee.


In the ninth or tenth century, when the dog served man, Scandinavian folklore records Olaf, Norwegian son of an Irish princess, describing his Irish Wolfhounds with fierce love and admiration. Today, when man serves the dog (a mutually agreeable arrangement!), Wolfhound enthusiasts echo Olaf’s eloquence with modern-day tributes to Ireland’s fearless and devoted sighthounds. A giant in size with a heart to match, the Irish Wolfhound is by nature gentle and a gentleman. Proud to give his heart to the hunt, he would sooner give it to you. Give him yours in return and you will have a friend for life. The breed’s history, characteristics, care and training are all here for you to enjoy—to whet your appetite for everything you need to know to be the best possible companion to the aristocratic, devoted Irish Wolfhound.
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Reinagle’s Irish Wolfhound was produced in 1803 when the breed was considered extinct. The painting was originally titled The Irish Greyhound, though it clearly depicts a Wolfhound.


ESTABLISHMENT OF A NOBLE BREED


What a rich history has been recorded about the noble Irish Wolfhound! Early illustrations and reports of the breed may vary considerably, but there can be little doubt of its great antiquity. Wonderful myths and legends immortalize the breed’s earliest beginnings in Ireland. There is even evidence of Irish Wolfhounds, or Wolfdogs, as they were then called, in ancient Rome. Around 391 AD, Roman Consul Quintus Aurelius Symmachus is said to have thanked his brother Flavianus for his gift of Irish hounds, the first such dogs ever seen in the great city of Rome. They were brought there to fight in arena games, where their great size evoked excitement, but it was their gentle, friendly temperaments that truly astonished the Romans. The appearance of these large Celtic hounds in Rome suggests that the Wolfhound was considered a prized gift from Ireland to dignitaries of other countries.


The history of the breed in Ireland is well documented. From the first century AD, there are many tales of prized giant dogs, fearless and heroic, on deer hunts and in battle. Descriptions of these early Irish Wolfhounds purportedly were written by the third-or fourth-century Gaelic poet Oisin, son of the hunter and warrior Finn mac Coul, chief of King Cormac’s household and master of his hounds. Naming 300 of these hounds in his verses, Oisin praised not only the strength and speed of these dogs but also the wisdom and affection of the breed.




ANCIENT RUNNING HOUNDS


Hunting dogs resembling Irish Wolfhounds were reported to exist in Greece and Cyprus around 1400 BC. Ancient Greeks and Romans spoke of the prowess and spectacle of these Gaelic and Celtic hounds in the chase and on the battlefield.





By the ninth century AD, with the Danes’ invasion of Ireland, these Irish dogs became known throughout Scandinavia. More and more references to Wolfdogs were found in Christian art and written works, and two Greyhounds are depicted in the Book of Kells. As the dogs’ fame spread, they were no longer solely the war dogs of Irish chieftains. Kings and dignitaries from many different countries vied for Ireland’s aristocratic hounds. King John of England presented one to Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, in 1210. Henry VIII, decades later, requested the breed, and a brace was also sent to Queen Elizabeth I. Gelert, the brave hound depicted in The Hon. W. R. Spencer’s poem as “a lamb at home” and “a lion in the chase,” further popularized the Wolfhound with his fearless kill of a wolf attacking his master’s child. The demand for the Wolfhound soon followed. Successive generations of emperors, cardinals and kings continued to covet the dogs’ prowess as hunters and devotion to their masters, and, by the late 1700s, admirers of the breed bemoaned its scarcity and feared that the few remaining hounds could be the last of their breed.




CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.
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Thanks to those devoted fanciers, a revival of the breed took place in the 1800s. Preservation and restoration of the Irish Wolfhound required taking into account past inbreeding of native hunting dogs with Ireland’s Wolfhound. There was also discussion of the strong similarity between the Irish Wolfhound and the Scottish Deerhound. Were the Wolfhound and the Scottish Deerhound really the same breed with only minor differences? Were they truly smooth-coated or rough-coated?


During this period, Archibald Hamilton Rowan claimed to have the “last of the race” of true Irish Wolfdogs. His dog Bran, found in the pedigrees of many current-day Irish Wolfhounds, was bred by Mr. Carter and H. D. Richardson, two gentlemen working to prevent the extinction of the breed. It is said that Richardson’s writings about the Irish Wolfdog greatly influenced Captain G. A. Graham, to whom the modern Wolfhound owes its survival. For years, he worked with larger-sized Deerhounds, seeking to, as he said, “recover” the Wolfdog in its original form. There was also some careful crossing of Borzoi and Great Dane stock. While Richardson noted that few specimens of the true Wolfdog breed still existed, he worked closely with the stock of Sir John Power of Kilfane and Whyte Baker of Ballytobin Castle. Using probably the purest blood strains still in existence, these two Irishmen were breeding toward the old type.
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Proud, tall and 100% Irish, the Wolfhound is the mascot of the Irish Guards.




OUT-OF-SIGHT CHAMPION AND SIRE


Eng. Ch. Conncara was one of Britain’s greatest sires ever in the breed. He was 36 inches tall and much admired for his type and soundness; it was only when he retired from the show ring that it was revealed that he was blind. Throughout his stud career, he never sired a blind puppy and was responsible for many great champions.
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Eng. Ch. Gareth, owned by Mr. A. S. Hall, was one of the celebrated progeny of the famed Dermot Astore, considered to be the best Wolfhound in the UK in the mid-1930s.


Working for the breed for nearly half a century, Captain Graham collected pedigrees of nearly 300 Wolfdogs. He produced his own story on the Irish Wolfhound in 1879, the same year that the Irish Kennel Club held its first class for the breed. He founded the Irish Wolfhound Club in 1885 and served as its president until his death in 1908. He and his colleague, Major Garnier, another preservationist of the breed, compiled in 1886 the standard of points for the Irish Wolfdog. Adopted by the club, it is virtually the same breed standard that exists in the breed’s homeland today. By 1879, The Kennel Club of England admitted the Irish Wolfhound into its registry, while in America the first two Irish Wolfhounds were registered.
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The Scottish Deerhound, a fellow giant hound breed, might well have been the basis for the revival of the modern Irish Wolfhound, thanks to Captain G. A. Graham.


Captain Graham’s ideal hound, and perhaps one of the finest breed examples of the early 20th century, was a champion named Cotswold of Mrs. Percy Shewell’s Cotswold kennels. This was a beautiful, impressively sized dog that was undefeated in the show ring. Out of the same dam came another champion, Cotswold Patricia, also a model Wolfhound who dominated the show ring.


One of the most influential kennels early in the 20th century was Mr. Everett’s Felixstowe. Leaving Ireland for Suffolk, England, his hounds were prized for their type, size and soundness, and like Captain Graham, his predecessor, he was devoted to the breed’s survival. Felixstowe Kilcullen was a champion and one of Mr. Everett’s top hounds; his stock, the foundation of many kennels, can be traced to pedigrees today.


The Irish Wolfhound flourished after World War I, conscientiously nurtured by skilled and devoted breeders and kennels. At that time, more and more hounds were exported around the world, many to the United States, where interest mounted quickly. Popularity surged with the exportation of Sulhamstead Dan, a very influential hound in his new country, although Irish Wolfhounds were said to have been exported to the US a century earlier. By the 20th century, Wolfhounds traced to Captain Graham’s venerable pedigree book were reportedly being bred. In 1927, the Irish Wolfhound Club of America was sanctioned by the American Kennel Club, the presiding dog club of the US.




OVER 34 INCHES OF ATHLETE!


One of the finest and biggest hounds of the very early 20th century was Mrs. Percy Shewell’s Ch. Cotswold. Measuring over 34 inches, he is said to have chased a stray stag for 6 miles, stopping only when the deer leapt a wall 7 feet high. Coursing a hare, this same dog once effortlessly cleared a five-barred gate. He proved to many a doubter that the Irish Wolfhound’s great size is no impediment to his athleticism!





Back in Britain, at that time, the breed was in demand and filling the nation’s show rings. Sound in body and temperament, the Wolfhound was finally being celebrated for its impressive origins as a hunter. In 1924, the British Wolfhound Coursing Club was formed, holding competitions for the age-old sport of coursing (hare, not wolves!). Even long-time breeders, experts on the Wolfhound’s attributes, were fascinated by the agility and remarkable speeds that their massive dogs could reach. The Irish Wolfhound in Britain was truly in its prime.
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Eng. Ch. Ivan Turgeneff, owned by the Duchess of Newcastle, was a typical Borzoi. This breed’s close relationship to the Irish Wolfhound is not contested. Painting by Maud Earl.


However, the ravages of World War II saw a sad decline in the breed. Nationwide chaos and food shortages decimated stock and valuable bloodlines. No new dogs’ names were recorded in the English Kennel Club’s Stud Book until 1948, when very limited breeding slowly resumed, led by a few determined breeders. Quality and soundness were desperately sought via a good outcross bloodline. British fanciers were therefore delighted by the 1951 importation of Rory of Kihone, a magnanimous gift sent by Miss F. Jeannette McGregor from America to revitalize the breed. Rory produced quality hounds with vastly improved temperament, while another US import, Ch. Cragwood Barney O’Shea of Riverlawn, passed on his formidable size and appearance. The conformation, quality, type and size of the Irish Wolfhound were revived, bringing new vitality into the breed and new dreams for its breeders.
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Eng. Ch. Lady of Raikeshill, born in 1926, first started winning in 1927 and became a champion in 1928.


THE IRISH WOLFHOUND IN ITS HOMELAND


While many nations have adopted the Irish Wolfhound, Ireland, of course, has its native breed embedded deep in its heart and history. Probably the most important and influential breeder, historically, is Sheelagh Seale of Ballykelly kennels. She was introduced to the breed in the 1930s, and her hounds became the basis of renowned kennels throughout the world. Her first hound and foundation bitch was Avoca of Coolafin, a line-bred granddaughter of the famous Granua, known in the 1920s as the last pure-bred specimen of her race. Her most influential stud dog, Int. Ch. McGilligan of Ballykelly, born in 1957, is behind almost all of Ireland’s hounds today. Her stock of mostly cream or wheaten hounds was prized for substance, soundness and impressive size. Her breeding continues through all of her champions’ offspring and from kennels based on her stock. In 1987, she was named “Patron of the Irish Wolfhound.”
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In a painting made especially for the famous dog book Hutchinson’s Popular and Illustrated Dog Encyclopaedia, Nina Scott-Langley painted these Irish Wolfhounds. The breed was called “the most powerful dog in the world…nearly three feet in height.”
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A black and tan Irish Wolfhound of yesteryear, named Felixstowe Yirra, owned by Mr. I. W. Everett.


Miss Noreen Twyman, a veterinarian and successful breeder and trainer of coursing Greyhounds, formed the Nendrum kennel and became a noted Irish Wolfhound expert after World War II. Her very well-known Int. Ch. Colin of Nendrum was out of Carol of Eaglescrag and Sheelagh Seale’s Int. Ch. McGilligan of Ballykelly. Her hounds produced sound and balanced litters and played a big role in improving the breed.




BEHOLD THE WOLF SLAYER!


The Irish Wolfhound of years ago could easily go after and kill a wolf. While such hunting and capturing instincts have been long diminished, a small moving object will reawaken his fun of the chase.
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Anthony Killykeen-Doyle of Killykeen came from a family that had been involved in Wolfhounds since the 1800s. He bred his first litter in 1959, mating Ballykelly Kilkenny of Killykeen to Finnigan of Ballykelly. Kilkenny’s second litter was out of Ch. Diarmuid of Dunamaise. These matings produced quality puppies, some of which went abroad to stock new kennels.


Killykeen Roisin of Woodenbridge proved very popular and is still a strong influence in the Killykeen kennels today. Killykeen Mars, beloved in the breed in the 1980s, produced topquality progeny, including the following champions: Killykeen Spellbound, Killykeen Wolfwitch (top-winning Wolfhound in 1991) and Killykeen McGilligan. Another champion, Killykeen Destiny (out of Killykeen Max), had four Hound Group wins and the famous litter of Owenmore champions that boasted Tony’s Owenmore Kittiwake, a champion, multiple Group winner, three-time Best in Show winner and top-winning bitch of 1994. Other offspring of Killykeen Max are champions in American and Canadian lure coursing and obedience.


In the 1960s, Miss Elizabeth Murphy formed Carrokeel, devoting herself to the breed’s improvement and consistency of type. Her beautiful champion, Carrokeel Cara, was a several-time winner of the Height and Soundness Cup and Best in Show winner at the 1974 breed championship show. Her purchase of Eng. Ch. Boroughbury Justice as show and stud dog brought English blood into Ireland’s Wolfhounds and has had a major effect on the breed today. Miss Murphy has been president of the Irish Wolfhound Club of Ireland, director of the Irish Kennel Club and president of the Federation of European Irish Wolfhound Clubs.


[image: image]


Brian Boru, the mascot of the Irish Guards, was a well-known Wolfhound because of the many visitors to the castle where the guards were on duty.


John and Kathleen Kelly of Nutstown met their first Wolfhound in 1960 and were immediately won over. Mating Malatown Lady with a champion male, Boroughbury Justice, the resulting bitch, Nutstown Queen, was their first homebred champion and the beginning of their kennel’s great success. Mated to Ballykelly Errislannan Liam, her son Int. Ch. Nutstown Kin was the top-winning Wolfhound in Ireland and England in 1980 and in Ireland in 1981. The wonderfully successful Int. Ch. Chieftain of Nutstown took Best in Show at the Kilkenny Championship Show when only 6-and-a-half months old, gaining his title at 19 months old. For three successive years, 1986, 1987 and 1988, he was the Irish Wolfhound Annual Champion. Another favorite Nutstown hound is Int. Ch. Capitan of Shantamon, multiple Group and Best in Show winner and Annual Champion in 1994 and 1995. He was named Pedigree Chum Top Sire for 1995 and his son, Saringas Mr. Micawber, was Top-Winning Puppy in Britain.
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Irish Wolfhound puppies from a prominent Irish kennel of yesteryear, circa the late 1920s.


Gulliagh kennel, owned by Timothy and Marion Finney of North County Dublin, has maintained continuous breeding lines for the last 30 years. Nendrum, Eaglescrag and Sanctuary lines formed the foundation of their kennel, along with the subsequent introduction and mating of Int. Ch. Carrokeel Coilte, called “Merlin.” Merlin, a wonderful hound with a great head and presence, enhanced future stock. Merlin’s progeny, in fact, produced some of Britain and Ireland’s best stock of hounds in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Int. Ch. Hydebeck Reginald Snuffson won Top-Winning Wolfhound in Britain for three consecutive years, including Best of Breed at Crufts in 1989. His winning counterpart in Ireland, Int. Ch. Culvercroft Benjamin of Gulliagh, was the Irish National Champion for the three years before 1990 and won Best of Breed at England’s Crufts Centenary show in 1991 out of a field of 197 dogs. Although the kennel has introduced outcross blood in recent years, it maintains its goal of great heads, correct height and good shape and movement. Gulliagh takes pride in the longevity of their hounds, almost all of whom live over nine years.


Tony and Ger Redmond’s Athcarne kennel began its success with Maeve, an impressive good-tempered bitch bred from Ballykelly stock. She produced the titled Athcarne Shiofa, who in turn produced champions, all possessing wonderful hunting and coursing skills. Breed fanciers applaud Tony Redmond for his work in Wolfhound rescue, an effort he pursues as conscientiously as he does sound breeding.




IRISH COAT-OF-ARMS


Wolfhounds were used by Irish chieftains in war as well as in the hunt. The coat-of-arms of early Irish kings was composed of the shamrock, the harp and the Irish Wolfhound, underneath which was written the motto: “Gentle when stroked, fierce when provoked.”
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The Irish Wolfhound possesses a harmonious balance of physical beauty, working ability and a sound, reliable temperament.


All of the fine kennels described have bred or continue to breed top Irish Wolfhounds. Their founders attempt, through selective breeding, care and dedication to their stock, to produce the same Wolfhound that was so eloquently spoken of centuries ago. The breed is fortunate to have so many Irish Wolfhound fanciers in its homeland and abroad, willing to work toward the common goal of a fit, healthy breed, sound in mind and body.
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Ch. Breac O’Shawn of Eagle, winning the Hound Group at Westminster in 1975, owner-handled by Samuel E. Ewing III, under judge Tom Stevenson.


THE IRISH WOLFHOUND IN THE UNITED STATES


BY GRETCHEN BERNARDI


Essential to the understanding of the Irish Wolfhound, its history and its makeup, is the story of Capt. George A. Graham and his work that brought the breed back from the edge of extinction. His efforts and the writings he left behind, including the standard of excellence which we use today with only very slight changes, contribute to the saga of this magnificent hound, wherever he is found today.


Although we know from ancient drawings and documents that it is an ancient breed, we know very little about the breeding and care of the dogs from that time, because the idea of a “pet Irish Wolfhound” is a modern concept. The dogs were kept and bred for utilitarian reasons, so those that performed their jobs well were presumably bred from and admired. Beloved as they likely were by their noble owners, they were kept first and foremost for the work they did. So it is important not to date the breed’s presence by competition or registrations.
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Ch. Broughshane of Eagle, winning Best in Show at Ramapo Kennel Club in 1973, owner-handled by Samuel E. Ewing III. The judge was N. R. Groh. Broughshane was one of the top winning Hounds in the US in the early 1970s.


It is surprising to realize, then, that two Irish Wolfhounds, Tiger and Lion, came to America in the mid-19th century, about the time that Capt. Graham was engaged in his intense breeding program. These two Wolfhounds went to Henry Hastings Sibley, the first governor of Minnesota, and a life-size portrait of Lion, painted in 1842, still hangs in the Sibley Museum in Mendota, Minnesota.
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Ch. Wildisle Warlock, born April 1, 1973, by Ch. Wildisle Wizard of Id out of Ch. Mistimourne Wildisle Mirage, owned and bred by Jill Richards Bregy.


Like the ancient hounds, many Wolfhounds were sent to the United States from England and Ireland to perform the task for which they were bred, especially in the Western states. One publication from 1892 reports that a dog bred in England and sent to the “Rocky Mountains,” killed 40 wolves in one winter.


Nonetheless, it is through exhibition and registrations that we can trace the early history of the American Irish Wolfhound. Bevis was owned by J. Lester Wallack of New York, active in the theater at the time. Bevis was bred in Ireland and brought here by Dion Boucicault, Esq., an actor and playwright, who presented the dog to Mr. Wallack as a gift. Bevis was the first Irish Wolfhound to be exhibited in the US and, fittingly, the breed’s debut in the American show ring was at Westminster Kennel Club in New York in 1879. Surprisingly, that was the same year the Kennel Club of England established classes for Irish Wolfhounds and saw the first entry at the Irish Kennel Club show.


But even before Bevis made his New York debut, Gen. Roger D. Williams was establishing the first breeding kennel for the breed named Rookwood, located in Lexington, Kentucky, based on the importation of four hounds from England, some directly from Capt. Graham. Registration and showing requirements were considerably different then and, in fact, some of the first champions were not registered. Because many of the Rookwood dogs were unregistered, being sold to ranchers and farmers as working hounds, we cannot determine exactly how many litters were produced there. However, we do know that this kennel actually registered around 125 Wolfhounds and generated a great deal of interest in the breed.




PURE-BRED PURPOSE


Given the vast range of the world’s 400 or so pure breeds of dog, it’s fair to say that domestic dogs are the most versatile animal in the kingdom. From the tiny 1-pound lap dog to the 200-pound guard dog, dogs have adapted to every need and whim of their human masters. Humans have selectively bred dogs to alter physical attributes like size, color, leg length, mass and skull diameter in order to suit our own needs and fancies. Dogs serve humans not only as companions and guardians but also as hunters, exterminators, shepherds, rescuers, messengers, warriors, babysitters and more!





[image: image]


Ch. Stoneybrook Konjur, born June 6, 1994, by Stoneybrook Kaos out of Ch. Stoneybrook Sorcier, owned and bred by Dr. Lynn Simon and Judith Simon.


By 1910, several people became interested in breeding and showing Irish Wolfhounds. B.F. Lewis, Jr. of Landsdowne, Pennsylvania imported several well-bred dogs from Ireland and England and bred several litters. Joseph A. McAleenan of Brooklyn, New York imported dogs from Ireland and bred several litters over the next few years. A bitch from one of those litters went to Mrs. Norwood Smith and was the foundation of Cragwood Irish Wolfhounds, established in California around 1920. The Cragwood Wolfhounds figure prominently in early American Wolfhound pedigrees, but, just as importantly, Mrs. Smith herself was one of the driving forces behind the formation of the Irish Wolfhound Club of America and, later, in the formation of the Irish Wolfhound Association of the West Coast in 1941.
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Ch. Fleetwind Magnum, born April 21, 1985, by Ch. Fleetwind Dan out of Ch. Seawing Tara, owned and bred by Lois Thomasson.


The Irish Wolfhound was relatively well established in America by the 1920s, but it comes as no surprise that the breeding of this giant dog for companionship and exhibition only, as opposed to his hunting and flock-guarding capabilities, required resources of space and money that few could supply. Fortunately for the breed, there were enough people who admired them and who could afford to keep them in numbers sufficient to carry on breeding programs.


Ambleside was established in 1924 by Mr. and Mrs. L.O. Starbuck in Michigan, later in California, based on Cragwood lines. Mrs. Starbuck, known usually as Alma or “Mrs. Ambleside,” was a powerful force in the Wolfhound world. Ch. King Lir of Ambleside, bred by the Starbucks and owned by Mrs. N.T. Bellinger, was the second Irish Wolfhound to win an all-breed Best in Show and the first American-bred Wolfhound to do so. His success was just one of many to follow, with Ambleside producing 60 American champions and 5 Canadian ones, in addition to tremendous success at national and regional specialties. The kennel registered around 500 hounds, more than any kennel in the world at the time, and these dogs formed the foundation stock for many of the most famous kennels to follow. Mrs. Starbuck’s The Complete Irish Wolfhound was the first breed book, still read by many Wolfhound owners today.


Other kennels that made strong and important contributions to the breed, the Wolfhound world and our present-day hounds include Halcyon, Whippoorwill, Killybracken, Kihone and Edgecliff, Riverlawn and later, Eagle, Fleetwind, Wildisle, Fitzarran and many others. The Irish Wolfhound kennels breeding and showing today carry, for the most part, the genes of those early lines, a few of which are still active. Fortunately for all lovers of the breed in the US, and in the rest of the world where American dogs are very much admired, the list is a long and healthy one: Erinwood, Limerick, Stoneybrook (and its offshoot kennel, Rockhart), Carrickaneena, Brimstone, Redtop, Berwyck, Castlemaine, Caraglen and several others.
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