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             Premiere Production

         

         The Forest in this translation by Christopher Hampton was first performed at the Hampstead Theatre, London, on 5 February 2022. The cast, in order of appearance, was as follows:

         
             

         

         Man 1  Toby Stephens

         Wife  Gina McKee

         Daughter  Millie Brady

         Man 2  Paul McGann

         Girlfriend  Angel Coulby

         Young Man  Eddie Toll

         Male Friend  Silas Carson

         Female Friend  Sakuntala Ramanee

         Man in Black  Finbar Lynch

         
             

         

         Director  Jonathan Kent

         Designer  Anna Fleischle

         Lighting  Hugh Vanstone

         Sound  Isobel Waller-Bridge

         Casting  Lotte Hines

      

   


   
      
         
            Characters

         

         Man 1 

         Wife 

         Daughter 

         Man 2 

         Girlfriend 

         Young Man 

         Male Friend 

         Female Friend 

         Man in Black 

who wears a particular kind of whitened make-up, which makes him look as if he’s emerged from a nightmare

         Setting

         Set 1 (S1): a living room 

         Set 2 (S2): a bedroom 

         Set 3 (S3): an office 

         These three sets need to coexist on the same stage. They can be lit, or in darkness, alternately, so that to start with the three different areas appear to be completely compartmentalised. However, as the play proceeds, impressions of overflow, interpenetration, indeed simultaneity may begin to be experienced. 
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               Act One

            

         

         
            
               ONE

            

         

         (S1): Man 1, his Wife, his Daughter. 

         
            Wife Ah, there you are.

            Man 1 Yes. I’ve only just finished.

            He takes off his coat. He kisses his wife.

            Wife Did you get my message?

            Man 1 Yes, of course. Is she still here?

            Wife She’s in the kitchen.

            Man 1 Is she all right?

            Wife She’s been crying all evening.

            Man 1 Poor little thing.

            Wife Yes. She was bound to end up the victim.

            Man 1 And I’m supposed to know about this? I mean …

            Wife Yes. I told her I’d told you.

            Man 1 Good. I’ll go and see her.

            He hangs up his jacket in the entrance hall, where we can see it.

            Wife What about you, you had a good day?

            Man 1 Very good. Thanks. Lot of work. And you …

            Wife I was with her.

            He reaches out to her affectionately.

            Man 1 And have you heard from him? Did he …?

            Wife He phoned several times, but she didn’t want to speak to him.

            Man 1 That’s to be expected. She’s hurt.

            Wife You would be.

            Man 1 Yes. Did you buy the flowers?

            Wife No. They just arrived. They’re for you. There’s a note.

            Man 1 Ah.

            He looks at it.

            Wife I’m glad you’re here. You’ll know how to comfort her. You’ll find the right words. I don’t know what else to say. I’m so angry with him. How could he have done that to her?

            Man 1 refers to the note which has come with the flowers.

            Man 1 They’re from the wife of a patient I operated on last month. This man’s been having pain in his leg for years. He had difficulty walking. Now he’s all right. Look. ‘You changed our lives.’ That’s nice, isn’t it?

            He notices that his Wife is elsewhere, preoccupied.

            Don’t worry. Everything will go back to normal.

            Wife You think so?

            Man 1 Of course. Don’t be upset.

            The Daughter appears.

            Daughter Why are you saying that?

            Man 1 Darling.

            Daughter Everything will not go back to normal, Dad. It’s too late.

            Man 1 No, it’s not. Come here. Come and let me give you a hug.

            Daughter I’m sorry to turn up like this. I feel ridiculous.

            Man 1 There’s no reason to. You know very well this is your home as well.

            Daughter I’m so ashamed.

            Man 1 Don’t be.

            Daughter When you’re so busy … With your speech to prepare …

            Man 1 That’s all right. Now, what happened? Tell me.

            Daughter It’s horribly banal.

            Wife She was searching through his things.

            Daughter His jacket. And I wasn’t searching, he’d just left it lying about. I came across a letter in one of his pockets. And I discovered there’d been this girl … For months.

            Man 1 Do you know her? I mean, do you …

            Daughter No.

            Man 1 And what did he say?

            Daughter First of all he denied it. Obviously. Then, when I showed him the letter, he got confused and then he started crying … He looked so ugly when he was crying. I was so disappointed with him. Then I left. I told him I didn’t want to see him again. That it was all over.

            Man 1 But what got into him? This isn’t like him, this story. Are you sure you’re right? I mean … Are you …?

            Daughter I’ve been such a fool. For months, do you understand? For months they’ve been seeing each other behind my back. And I trusted him. I’d never have believed he could … And he was lying to me. Every day he was lying to me. We were trying for a baby.

            Man 1 Do you want me to speak to him?

            Daughter No. Absolutely not.

            Man 1 So what are you planning to do?

            Daughter Nothing. There’s nothing to do. It’s all over.

            Man 1 You don’t think you could forgive him? Try to understand? To …

            Wife Pierre, they were trying to have a baby.

            Man 1 I know.

            Wife How do you expect her to forgive him?

            Man 1 Sometimes you have to learn to forgive. You have to … Don’t you think? Maybe it’s not as serious as you think it is.

            Daughter Not as serious? He’s been sleeping with her for months, Dad.

            Man 1 Yes, I know, all the same … Maybe it wasn’t very important to him. Maybe it was … a … You know, a … Yes, I mean … I …

            Wife What?

            Man 1 Mm?

            Wife Maybe it was what?

            Man 1 Nothing.

            Daughter Anyway, it’s always the same story.

            Man 1 Don’t say that, darling. He was crying, doesn’t that prove …? Doesn’t it? What you mean to him.

            Wife Pierre.

            Man 1 What?

            Wife He’s been sleeping with this girl for months …

            Man 1 Yes, I gathered that.

            Daughter It’s disgusting.

            Man 1 I know. Come on … Don’t worry. Everything’ll work itself out.

            Daughter No.

            Man 1 It will. You’ll see. Everything’ll work itself out. Things always work themselves out in the end. Trust me.

         

         
            
               TWO

            

         

         (S2): Man 2, his Girlfriend. A bed. 

         
            Man 2 I’m trying to think what my life was like before I met you …

            Girlfriend Nothing.

            Man 2 How do you know? You weren’t there.

            Girlfriend Well, I can imagine.

            Man 2 My life was like nothing?

            Girlfriend Nothing. A joyless existence. Then you met me.

            He smiles. The Girlfriend gets out of bed. She’s naked. She sets off to look for a cigarette in the far corner of the room.

            Man 2 You’re so beautiful.

            Girlfriend (pretending she hasn’t heard) Mm?

            Pause. He says nothing. He’s happy just looking at her.

            What did you say?

            Pause. He says nothing. He’s happy looking at her, amused. She comes back.

            You think so?

            Man 2 Yes, I think so.

            She’s back with him.

            Girlfriend It’s because I love the way you make love to me.

            Man 2 In spite of my age …

            Girlfriend Stop. I’ve never felt as good as this with anyone. I could spend whole days with you doing nothing else.

            Man 2 With no food. And no sleep.

            Girlfriend I’ve never spent the night with you.

            Man 2 No.

            Girlfriend Don’t you miss that?

            Man 2 Mm?

            Girlfriend Don’t you miss that?

            Brief pause.

            I miss it.

            Man 2 Why? There’s nothing interesting about going to sleep. When I see you, sleeping’s not what’s on my mind. Frankly.

            Girlfriend Sometimes, I wake up in the middle of the night and you’re not there. I feel lonely. I wake up and feel like making love. If you only knew. I want to make love to you, but you aren’t there.

            Man 2 What do you do then?

            Girlfriend If you were there, next to me, you’d find out …

            Man 2 smiles.

            Man 2 I’m going to have to go.

            Pause.

            Girlfriend You know, I was meaning to tell you … I talked to you about … That job they were maybe going to offer me in Berlin …

            Man 2 Yes?

            Girlfriend Well, it’s happening, it’s been confirmed.

            Man 2 Really? That’s … that’s wonderful.

            Girlfriend Yes. I have to give them an answer this week.

            Man 2 That’s … Yes. Are you happy, you must be?

            Girlfriend You don’t seem unhappy.

            Man 2 No, no, I’m … On the contrary. I was thinking about you.

            Girlfriend If I accept, I’ll have to go and live in Berlin. What I mean is, I won’t be here any more.

            Man 2 I know. I’d worked that out.

            Girlfriend At least for a few months.

            Man 2 Yes.

            Girlfriend Is that all you’re going to say?

            Man 2 What do you want me to say? Obviously I’d prefer it if you stayed. Obviously. But you have to think of yourself. Of yourself, not of me.

            Girlfriend Is that true?

            Man 2 What?

            Girlfriend You’d like me to stay?

            Man 2 Yes. But you have to accept. It’s … It’s a great opportunity. It’s …

            Girlfriend If you tell me to stay, I’ll stay.

            Pause.

            Man 2 No, no. You have to go. And so do I. I have to go. I’m very late …

            Pause. He reaches for his jacket.

            Girlfriend Can I ask you a question?

            Man 2 says nothing.

            Do you and your wife still make love?

            Man 2 What’s the connection?

            Girlfriend I’m asking.

            Man 2 Why?

            Girlfriend I’d like to know.

            Man 2 I can’t see the point. Of knowing.

            Girlfriend I’m jealous.

            Man 2 Stop it …

            Girlfriend You think that’s stupid?

            Man 2 Yes.

            Girlfriend I imagine you doing it and I feel jealous of her.

            Man 2 You’ve no reason to be jealous.

            Pause.

            Yes, sometimes we make love. Obviously. But it’s … it’s different. It’s a habit, it has nothing to do with … This is something else. Why are you asking me this question?

            Girlfriend I’d like you to be exclusive to me.

            Man 2 Stop it.

            Girlfriend What?

            Man 2 (gently) Stop it.

            Pause.

            You know I adore you.

         

         
            
               THREE

            

         

         (S3): Man 1, the Young Man. An office. 

         
            Man 1 Thanks for coming. It’s good of you to come.

            Pause. He fetches out two glasses and a bottle.

            Obviously, this has to stay between us. It’s just between you and me. I didn’t tell her I was seeing you.

            Pause.

            You’ll be speaking in complete confidence.

            He offers a glass. Pause.

            I’d like to sort this thing out, you with me? Insofar as it’s possible to …

            Young Man How? She won’t speak to me.

            Man 1 That’ll pass. But first, I’d like to understand. This story …

            Young Man What can I tell you?

            Man 1 The truth.

            Young Man It’s so humiliating.

            Man 1 For her or for you?

            Pause.

            You know, I’m not sitting in judgement. We all have our weaknesses. We all have our … let’s say our demons. But you have to understand, this concerns my daughter. I suffer on her behalf. Her pain is my pain.

            Young Man I know.

            Man 1 That’s why I’d like you to explain it to me. Don’t be afraid.

            Pause.

            I don’t want to interfere in things that don’t concern me. I respect you and I wouldn’t like to … How shall I put it? Intrude. But you’re not speaking to each other. I’m trying to help you.

            Young Man I know.

            Man 1 Things were going well between you, weren’t they? I mean …

            Young Man With Sara? Not all that well.

            Man 1 Oh, they weren’t?

            Young Man She was often aggressive to me. No. Things were quite tense. Basically, I think she resents me. She’s always resented me.

            Man 1 Why?

            Young Man For not being like you. She admires you so much … Everyone admires you … It’s … It’s not easy for me to … rise to that level. She despised me. Because I wasn’t always able to … And I had financial problems … She … Whereas this girl …

            Man 1 Yes?

            Young Man She was gentle. It gave me back my confidence. It made me … It’s as simple as that.

            Man 1 What does she do?

            Young Man She’s a singer.

            Pause.

            Man 1 But what are you planning to do now? I mean, this girl … Are you going to go on seeing her? I want an honest answer. Believe me, I’m not going to judge you. I’d like to be able to help my daughter avoid unnecessary suffering: you understand me? That’s my only motive: the least possible suffering for the people I love. Just tell me the truth …
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