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Physical Characteristics of the Weimaraner



(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Moderately long and aristocratic, with moderate stop and slight median line extending back over the forehead. Rather prominent occipital bone. Measurement from tip of nose to stop equals that from stop to occipital bone.


Eyes: In shades of light amber, gray or blue-gray, set well enough apart to indicate good disposition and intelligence.


Ears: Long and lobular, slightly folded and set high. The ear when drawn snugly alongside the jaw should end approximately 2 inches from the point of the nose.
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Nose: Gray.


Neck: Clean-cut and moderately long.


Flews: Straight, delicate at the nostrils. Skin drawn tightly.


Teeth: Well set, strong and even; well-developed and proportionate to jaw with correct scissors bite, the upper teeth protruding slightly over the lower teeth.


Chest: Should be well developed and deep with shoulders well laid back.


Forelegs: Straight and strong, with the measurement from the elbow to the ground approximately equaling the distance from the elbow to the top of the withers.


Coat and Color: Short, smooth and sleek, solid color, in shades of mouse-gray to silver-gray, usually blending to lighter shades on the head and ears. A small white marking on the chest is permitted, but should be penalized on any other portion of the body.


Back: Should be moderate in length, set in a straight line, strong, and should slope slightly from the withers.


Tail: Docked. At maturity it should measure approximately 6 inches with a tendency to be light rather than heavy and should be carried in a manner expressing confidence and sound temperament.


Hindquarters: Well-angulated stifles and straight hocks. Musculation well developed.


Body: Ribs well sprung and long. Abdomen firmly held; moderately tucked-up flank. The brisket should extend to the elbow.


Feet: Firm and compact, webbed, toes well arched, pads closed and thick, nails short and gray or amber in color.


Height: Height at the withers: dogs, 25 to 27 inches; bitches, 23 to 25 inches.
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The “gray ghost,” as the Weimaraner has been named, has captured the imaginations of writers, hunters and dog lovers for generations.


A gray specter poised on a misty meadow, forepaw raised; an illusion of molten silver blending into the fog. Two golden eyes pierce the smoky haze. Vision, artform or ancient canid? For centuries, the “gray ghost” called the Weimaraner has captivated the souls and imaginations of hunters, artists and dog aficionados.


Cloaked in mystery and controversy, the Weimaraner remains as much a paradox today as he was centuries ago when he was closely guarded by German royalty, who prized the breed’s power and endurance. Revered also for his loyalty and devotion to his master, the Weimaraner was sometimes called upon to defend his hunter/master from the wildebeest encountered during the hunt. Although he has evolved into a prized family and hunting companion, the Weimaraner’s original instincts remain strong. Highly intelligent and affectionate, he is fearless and protective and will still track and retrieve wildfowl as well as furred game such as fox or rabbit.


In keeping with his ghostly image, the Weimaraner’s history is blurred by speculation. In a 1972 publication, Klaus Hartmann (German Weimaraner breeding regulator from 1963 until 1975) presented his conclusion that the Weimaraner can be traced back to the gray Leithunde (leash/lead dogs) of the Royal French Hirschmeuten (red deer packs) in the 1600s. Such theories are supported by examinations of wood carvings and artwork from the Middle Ages.


Dogs resembling the modern Weimaraner have been depicted in sculptures, tapestries and paintings as early as the 12th century. Some Medieval art depicts Weimaraner-type dogs surrounding a captured unicorn. The dogs are of solid color, many of gray hue, and have powerful stocky bodies, long backs and heavy heads, with moderately long ears and draping upper lips. A Van Dyck painting from 1631 shows a Weimaraner look-alike seated beside Prince Rupprecht von Pfalz of Germany.


[image: image]


The Bruno de Jura is a modern-day Swiss scenthound who shares common ancestors with the Weimaraner in the St. Hubertus Brachen.


In another comprehensive study of the breed, breed expert Ludwig Beckmann writes of dogs that are dark gray, with a few of silver gray. Ears are long, narrow and twisted, and the head is narrow when viewed from the front. He describes the dogs as being very devoted to their masters. “They can readily distinguish their master’s voice and horn. No encouragement is needed during the hunt where they are equally energetic in hot or cold weather.”


The most accepted theories allow that today’s Weimaraner descended from the St. Hubertus Brachen, a powerful hunting hound named for the monks who resided at the Benedictine Cloistered Monastery of St. Hubert in the Ardennes mountains. These long-bodied dogs were black, with red or fawn-colored markings over their eyes and on their legs, with an occasional small white patch on the chest. Although such markings are unacceptable under today’s Weimaraner breed standard, Weimaraner pups are still sometimes born bearing ginger-colored spots over the eyes and on the legs.


[image: image]


The Bloodhound is the direct descendant of the St. Hubert Hounds of years gone by. As such, the Bloodhound derives from similar bloodlines as today’s Weimaraner.


The first known pure-bred Weimaraners were developed by the Grand Duke Karl August during the late 1700s. The Grand Duke resided in Weimar, Germany, his estate surrounded by dense forests thick with wild game such as stag, boar, bear and wolves. An avid sportsman who hunted a variety of big game, he discovered the powerful gray dog while hunting on the estate of Bohemian Prince Esterhazy e Aversperg. He became enamored with the dog’s enormous strength, courage and endurance, and felt that these attributes would be valuable assets to his hunting challenges.
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Weim puppies hot on the trail! Even youngsters demonstrate the keen instincts for which the breed is known.


The Duke decided to develop this dog for his personal hunting pleasure. As a powerful aristocrat, he was able to dictate who would be permitted to own or hunt with the exceptional dogs he bred. His breeding stock and offspring were stringently protected, and only selected family members or privileged nobility were allowed to own his dogs. None of the dogs were permitted to become simply pets or family companions.


The Duke’s protective attitude surrounding the Weimaraner was adopted by anyone who owned his dogs, and it persisted into the late 1800s. The breed was still virtually unknown to the German public at the beginning of the 20th century.


In 1897, the Weimaraner Club of Germany was formed with the express purpose of protecting and improving the breed under very strict guidelines. Membership was restricted; promoting the breed was not a club objective, and only members were permitted to own or breed the dogs. Club members took great pains to prevent a Weimaraner from going to anyone who might exploit the breed. They simply believed that the average sportsman was not capable of appreciating the superior qualities of their favored breed. In their quest to retain only the very best animals as breeding stock, the club limited to 1,500 the total number of dogs allowed to be registered with the club.


Type and temperament were carefully molded. As the large-game population declined during the latter half of the 19th century, the Weimaraner was refined from a deer and bear hunter to a “fur-and-feathers” dog. His ancient instincts remain strong even today, however, and must be an important factor for anyone who considers buying a Weimaraner.




GOOD SCENTS


Weimaraners have been known to follow scents that baffled Bloodhounds. During the White Sands missile testing project, the government used Weimaraners to detect and recover pieces of spent projectiles that human searchers failed to find.





In 1935, the Weimaraner Club of Germany and the Austrian Weimaraner Club (founded in 1924) drew up and completed the official breed standard for the Weimaraner. The famous Austrian author Ludwig von Merey von Kapos Mere, an influential authority on hunting dogs, is credited for joining Otto Stockmeyer, head of the Austrian Weimaraner Club, and Major Robert A. D. Herber, president of the German Weimaraner Club, in their collaborative effort to complete the standard. Major Herber bred Weimaraners under the Wulssriede affix. His devotion to his chosen breed was so renowned that he was fondly referred to as the “Father of the Weimaraner.”


The Weimaraner’s strength and popularity in its native Germany must be attributed in part to the widely respected Weimaraner breeder Heinz Reuper (1923–1995), German sportsman and renowned field-trial judge. During his 40 years in the breed, Reuper bred 30 litters under his vom Zenthof affix, and was staunch in training all of his Weimaraners to their Meister Prufung (Master Hunting Certificate). His field-trial bitch, Otti vom Elchwinkel, became the top-winning hunting Weimaraner of all-time and was famous among field-trial judges for her superb scenting ability. In his youth, Reuper hunted over his dogs without using a shotgun, as guns were illegal in Germany after World War II. True to their ancient instincts, Reuper’s Weimaraners tracked fox and other furred animals, and killed them at the throat.




EYE COLOR


Weimaraner puppies are born with eyes of a bright sapphire blue, which begins to fade at about six weeks of age. The yellow-orange pigment first appears as spikes of color, slowly merging into a more uniform shade. Some Weimaraners mature with eyes of two different hues.
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WEGMAN’S WEIMS


The Weimaraner is the favored breed of renowned photographer William Wegman, who often features this handsome breed in his clever photographs, many with Weimaraners posed in human clothing and postures.





DEVELOPMENT AND RECOGNITION IN THE US


The next phase of Weimaraner history occurred in the United States in 1928. New England sportsman Howard Knight became enamored with the breed through his German friend, Fritz Grossman. Knight imported a Weimaraner dog and bitch who later turned up sterile. As a show of good intent, Knight kept the dogs and worked them regularly in the field, which further advanced his admiration for this powerful hunting dog.


In 1929, with Grossman’s support, Knight became the first American citizen to be accepted into the Weimaraner Club of Germany. Finally, in 1938, Major Herber of the German Club sent Knight four Weimaraners; two litter sisters, Dorle and Adda v Schwarzen Kamp; a one-year-old bitch, Aura v Gailberg; and a puppy dog, Mars aus der Wulfsreide. Aura became the first Weimaraner to earn an obedience Companion Dog title, and her son, Ch. Grafmar’s Jupiter UTD, was the first to complete all the obedience degrees. During the next 10 years, 36 Grafmar Weimaraners earned titles in obedience.


The breed was recognized by the American Kennel Club in 1942, and the Weimaraner Club of America was founded the following year, with Knight at the helm as the first president.


Weimaraners first entered US field trials in 1948. As the breed continued to grow in popularity during the post-war years, the German Club became concerned with quality and standards and decided to limit foreign sales.


AKC registrations peaked in 1957 with over 10,000 Weimaraners registered. Not surprisingly, novice breeding proliferated and breed quality suffered. Too many Weimaraners were poorly bred, bad-tempered and ugly, and both good and poor pups ended up in the wrong hands, with people who were ill-equipped to live with a large, highly intelligent and energetic hunting dog. Popularity declined over the next three decades and by the late 1980s, registrations numbered a more acceptable three to four thousand. However, it remains true today that buyers need to educate themselves about Weimaraner temperament and needs before purchasing a pup.



WEIMARANERS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM



Two decades after Howard Knight embraced the Weimaraner in the US, two British Army officers stationed in Germany took notice of Weimaraners owned by American Air Force personnel stationed in the American Zone. Major R. H. Petty and Lt. Col. Eric Richardson negotiated with a German contact to acquire their first Weimaraners. Ultimately Major Petty imported a bitch, Cobra von Boberstrand, and a dog, Bando von Fohr, into England in 1952, the first Weimaraners on record to be introduced to the UK. Petty later acquired six more and registered the three most promising with England’s Kennel Club.
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This lovely Weimaraner was bred in Holland, where the breed has many admirers.


Lt. Col. Richardson imported five Weimaraners, but registered only two with The Kennel Club. A third fancier, Mrs. Olga Mallet, also imported a dog and a bitch. These nine Weimaraners registered with The Kennel Club became the foundation stock for the breed in the UK. Lt. Col. Richardson bred under the Monksway affix. Mrs. Mallet adopted the affix Ipley, but bred only two litters before returning to her native Canada.


Major Petty and his wife bred their Weimaraners under the Strawbridge affix, producing Ch. Strawbridge Oliver, the first UK champion in the breed. When the Weimaraner Club of Great Britain was founded in 1953, Major Petty served as its first secretary.




THE WORLD OF WEIM CLUBS


In 1996, there were 18 International Weimaraner Clubs in 14 different countries. Four of those clubs are in Australia.
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THE LONGHAIRED WEIMARANER


Although the longhaired Weimaraner receives less attention due to the prominence of its shorthaired relative, a strong camp of Longhair admirers are still devoted to this elegant variety of the breed. Like the shorthaired Weimaraner, the Longhair is a versatile and tractable hunting partner, the difference being primarily in coat.


The coat of a Longhair whelp is soft and woolly, compared to the crisp coat of the shorthaired pup. The mature Longhair coat is straight or slightly wavy, with a silky texture, tight on the upper body and less so on the lower part. The outer ears are covered with long, soft, silky hair, and the tail is heavily feathered and plume-like, with more soft feathering on the backs of the legs and between the toes. The tail is not docked, as is that of the shorthaired Weimaraner.


Coat length can range between long and the original coarse shorter hair, and should be smooth and thick, resistant to weather and thorns, with a water-repellent undercoat. In Germany, the shorthaired variety was used mostly for upland game birds, and the longhaired dogs were used primarily for waterfowl because of their dense, protective undercoats.
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The longhaired Weimaraner possesses a straight or slightly wavy coat of silky hair. In Germany, the Longhair variety was used on waterfowl due to its protective coat.


The Longhair gene is recessive, with the Shorthair being dominant. Longhaired puppies can occur if both shorthaired parents carry the Longhair gene, but Longhair bred to Longhair will always produce longhaired pups.


Weimaraner breedings will sometimes produce a shorter, coarser coat type called the Stockhaarig, which is a mixture between Longhair and Shorthair types. When such situations occur, the registration number is followed by an (LK) designation, indicating long/short coat. Longhair breeders occasionally breed to LK to improve the quality and resilience of the long coat; they must receive special permission in order to do so. It is noteworthy that a Longhair, Aruni Dinwiddi from Seicer, bred by Ann Jansen, is recorded as the first Weimaraner to win a Challenge Certificate in Britain.
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IS THE WEIM FOR YOU?


Today’s Weimaraner still possesses many of the traits that made him a legend during ancient hunting times. He has great endurance, with a special passion for both tracking and scenting. In the field, he is not a “big running” dog; some modern theorists contend this is because he likes his owner so much that he prefers to stay nearby. That may be accurate, as Weimaraners are extremely loyal and can be protective of their masters, families and property, but such watchdog instincts should not be nurtured or encouraged. They are also bold and assertive, headstrong and very energetic, qualities that may make them unsuitable for inexperienced dog owners. Because the Weimaraner was developed as a hunter of both small game and fowl, he may be dangerous to birds and small mammals such as cats or small dogs.
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The coat of the Weimaraner is solid-colored in shades ranging from mouse-gray to silver-gray, as per the breed standard.


Like most other large hunting breeds, the Weimaraner needs a lot of exercise and must be controlled to prevent ranging in search of game. This is a very energetic animal who was bred to hunt all day with his master. Anyone who is unable to deal with this behavior should consider another breed that is less animated.


The Weimaraner’s rambunctious nature requires consistent obedience training, ideally as early as possible, to control his exuberant behavior. Puppy classes and control exercises are essential to teach him that he must respect and obey all members of the family. Training methods must be firm but gentle, as the Weimaraner is as sensitive as he is energetic, and harsh treatment will crush his attitude and spirit.
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The Weimaraner is an active dog, eager to learn, and always ready for direction and praise for a job well done.


Most Weimaraners will bark to alert their owners at the approach of strangers or anything they perceive as threatening. If they are left alone for long periods of time, they may bark incessantly and could become destructive or develop undesirable habits. Even though a hunting dog, this breed is very much a “people dog” and requires his owner’s attention and affection. He is basically a house dog and will not thrive if he is confined to a kennel or outside area. Whether hunting or at home, he needs security in his relationship with his master.


Weimaraners are considered “easy keepers” and can easily be groomed at home. The smooth coat will retain its sheen with weekly polishing with a bristle brush or a hound glove, although more frequent grooming is good for human bonding as well as coat maintenance, especially for the Longhair. A chamois leather is good for stimulating circulation as well as for drying the coat after a bath.


Despite the myth and folklore surrounding the Weimaraner, he is not a pariah or a wonder dog. He can and will be as good or as difficult as opportunity allows.


WEIMARANER ACTIVITIES


In the United States and most European countries, every hunting breed performs a special task. Pointing dogs must seek and point before the game is flushed and must be steady to the shot. Retrievers flush the birds and retrieve them after they are shot. In heavily wooded areas, spaniels drive the birds. Waterfowl hunting requires breeds with coats that make them suitable for water work. Hounds are used to follow the blood tracks of wounded deer, and some smaller breeds are used for hunting fox.


The Weimaraner belongs to the gundog group called HPR breeds—“jack-of-all-trades” gundogs that do it all…hunt, point and retrieve. HPR breeds include the Brittany, German Shorthaired Pointer (GSP), German Wirehaired Pointer (GWP), Vizsla, Italian Spinone, Large Munsterlander and, of course, the Weimaraner.


GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN FIELD WORK


While the typical field trial is designed to test for specific breed abilities, it is understandably difficult to test a tri-purpose HPR dog like the Weimaraner. In Germany and Austria, where the Weimaraner is still revered for his versatility, there are specialized field trials in which the HPR breeds must perform all the tasks for which they were originally bred.
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The Weimaraner excels in the field and enjoys the opportunity to accompany her owner on hunting expeditions.


For a given year, a young Weimaraner who was born either in the previous year or during the last three months of the year before that must first pass the Verbands-Jugendprufung (VJP) in the spring. This is a youth test in which the dog will have to search, point, work out the track of a hare and show he is not afraid of the shot. In the autumn of the same year, he enters the Herbst Zuchtprufung (HZP). In this test, the dog must prove his hunting ability. He will search and point, as well as retrieve game (pheasant) and track a dragged pheasant. He also faces water work, such as searching the reeds for a lost duck and retrieving it from water. In Germany, you are allowed to breed your Weimaraner only if he has passed his HZP.


The Vollgebrauchsprufung (VGP) in Austria and the Verbands-Gebrauchsprufung (VGP) in Germany represent the highest test for experienced, well-trained HPRs. The test takes two days and demands hard work of both dog and handler. The German VGP contains at least 28 subjects or tasks that are judged separately. In the German states where work on live ducks is allowed, this 29th test is added.


The VGP is divided into five groups with complex situations contrived in each of those groups. The dogs are judged on many different levels and categories of each ability (searching, pointing and retrieving). Additionally, the dog and handler are evaluated on how they work together as a team, and the dog is evaluated on his endurance, the way he hunts and his willingness to please. The system of points and prizes awarded is complicated and most difficult to understand. On the German or Austrian pedigree, the points and prize designation will appear behind the dog’s name, i.e., VGP II 254, which means a second prize with 254 points. The Austrian VGP has 35 subjects; thus, a higher score may appear on that pedigree.
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If properly socialized, Weimaraners are accepting of other house pets, such as the family cat. Acquiring a puppy and a kitten simultaneously encourages the ideal rapport between housemates that grow up together.


The VGP is one of the most demanding tests of the HPR and the demands on both dog and handler over the two-day period are extremely difficult. Neither dog nor handler can be insufficient on any of the subjects that are required for a passing grade.


Judging of the spring VJP and the autumn HZP is more forgiving, as the judge will allow for the inexperience of the team. However, at the VGP, both dog and handler are expected to arrive very well prepared and little quarter is given for weaknesses or errors. A new German rule permits a second attempt at the VGP if you fail the first attempt, but none beyond that. This rule prevents people from making a sport of the VGP by entering several just to get the highest test results in points.
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