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Introduction


Everyone has within them the seed of creativity. It finds a way to blossom in whatever medium you choose to work. Beading with the Clover Loom has opened a new world within which I can express emotions and colors that define what creativity is for me.


With the introduction of Clover’s Mini Loom the creative possibilities are endless. The challenge of putting these smaller units together to create unique finished pieces of jewelry is exciting and fun.
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My first recollection of beaded loom work was feeling the silkiness of my mother’s evening bag and the smooth band of beads in a childhood bracelet made by a Native American artisan. Working on Clover’s standard bead weaving loom is an adventure of “what if” possibilities. With so many configurations and capacities that this loom can employ my creative nature is having a field day! From a small pair of earrings to an endless amount of warp for a necklace or hat band, I can accomplish so much on just this one loom.


The Mini Loom, or credit card-sized loom as I like to call it, is a grand idea coming from Clover Needlecraft. This loom allows the most novice of bead enthusiasts the opportunity to try his or her hand at loom work. Unintimidating and straightforward small pieces such as earrings, pins, and medallions can be made in minutes. We can think beyond a final and complete piece to segments for use in bracelets and necklaces to small embellishments on cross stitch, needlepoint, and other handmade items—again the only limitation is your own creativity. When I want to try out a design or test warp and bead color combinations, this mini loom is my go-to loom to view possible results before warping the standard loom. Beading on a loom has provided me many hours of fascinating designs and rewarding results.
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This book is designed to answer as many questions as one might have about loom work, and give many techniques and designs for you to begin to feel comfortable with both looms. We trust this book will be for you the gateway to a world of creative endeavors!





Materials & Supplies


Thread: We recommend 100 percent polyester thread, #60, in neutral colors like white, gray, beige, black, brown, and dark green. This fiber does not stretch or break, both great features for loom work. Nylon monofilament thread, such as Nymo size B, works well and comes in a variety of colors. We have also used Superlon thread, also known as S-lon, with great results.
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