
 
 
 
 
 



    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


Double Harness



Hope, Anthony

4064066235581

364

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "Double Harness," Anthony Hope crafts a rich narrative that intertwines romantic intrigue and social commentary within the context of Victorian society. The novel features a captivating blend of humor, wit, and psychological depth, exploring themes of love, ambition, and the complexities of social class. Through its intricate plot and distinctive characterizations, Hope reflects the conventions of the late 19th-century novel, while simultaneously bending genre expectations with his innovative storytelling techniques and vivid prose. Anthony Hope, best known for his adventure novel "The Prisoner of Zenda," showcases his narrative versatility in "Double Harness." Born into a Victorian-era England characterized by rapid social change, Hope's experiences as a barrister and playwright allowed him to deeply engage with contemporary issues of class dynamics and gender roles. His background in law and theater is evident in the sharp dialogue and dramatic tension that permeate the story, reinforcing the societal dilemmas faced by his characters. Readers seeking a thoughtful yet entertaining exploration of romantic entanglements and social constraints will find "Double Harness" a rewarding read. Hope'Äôs deeply resonant themes and engaging storytelling make this novel an essential addition to any literary collection, offering both a pleasurable escape and an insightful reflection on the societal norms of its time.
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In 'Lucinda,' Anthony Hope crafts a captivating narrative that explores themes of love, ambition, and the intricacies of human relationships. Set against the backdrop of a richly imagined Victorian society, the novel employs a blend of romance and adventure, characterized by Hope's articulate prose and keen psychological insights. With its vivid descriptions and dynamic characterization, 'Lucinda' stands as a significant piece within the realm of late 19th-century literature, echoing the sensibilities of contemporary social issues and the evolving role of women in society. Anthony Hope, best known for his renowned novel 'The Prisoner of Zenda,' brings his flair for intricate plotting and character-driven storytelling to 'Lucinda.' His background as a playwright and a barrister imbues the narrative with dramatic tension and legal undertones, reflecting Hope's own experiences with themes of betrayal and loyalty. The personal and societal dilemmas faced by the characters mirror Hope's views on individual aspirations versus societal expectations, making the novel both deeply personal and broadly relevant. Readers who appreciate a blend of romance and philosophical introspection will find 'Lucinda' to be an enriching experience. Hope's narrative invites contemplation on the complexities of desire and duty, making it a must-read for those intrigued by nuanced literary exploration and historical context.
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In "Helena's Path," Anthony Hope intricately weaves a tale of personal exploration and the pursuit of identity against the backdrop of late Victorian England. The novel employs a compelling narrative style that oscillates between introspection and dramatic tension, inviting readers to engage with the psychological complexities of its characters. Helena, the protagonist, embarks on a transformative journey through social constraints and personal desires, reflecting the era's burgeoning concerns with individualism and societal roles. Hope'Äôs vivid descriptions and nuanced dialogue capture the essence of a time on the cusp of modernity, enriching the literary context of the period. Anthony Hope, best known for his swashbuckling adventure novel "The Prisoner of Zenda," channels his keen understanding of human psychology and relationships into this more introspective work. His background in law and his experiences in literature and theater inform the depth of character development and the evocative scenes within "Helena's Path." This juxtaposition of adventure and self-discovery reveals Hope's belief in the necessity of understanding one's inner self amidst external chaos. "Helena's Path" is a must-read for those interested in the evolution of character-driven narratives and the exploration of personal autonomy. Hope's masterful storytelling, coupled with his incisive observations of human nature, renders this novel both timeless and relevant, encouraging readers to reflect on their own journeys of self-discovery.
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In "The Indiscretion of the Duchess," Anthony Hope expertly navigates the complexities of love and societal expectation through the lens of Victorian aristocracy. This captivating novella delves into the life of a duchess torn between her responsibilities and her desires, revealing the intricate dance of charm, betrayal, and redemption. Hope's elegant prose and keen psychological insight create a rich tapestry of characters and situations that challenge the moral codes of their time, illuminating the often unspoken pressures faced by women in positions of power and influence. The interplay of wit and seriousness in Hope'Äôs narrative style enhances the story's depth, while his careful attention to detail grounds it in a vividly depicted historical context. Anthony Hope, an eminent Victorian novelist best known for his adventure novels, brings to this work a profound understanding of both the societal landscape of his era and the personal conflicts of its characters. His personal experiences, including a career in law and as a writer, likely informed his exploration of the societal constraints that govern the lives of the aristocracy, making him an astute commentator on human behavior and morality. Readers will find "The Indiscretion of the Duchess" a compelling exploration of the human heart's struggle against societal norms. Hope's deft storytelling invites readers to engage with poignant themes and complex characters, making this book not only a delightful read but also a thought-provoking commentary on love's indiscretions amidst the rigid structures of society.
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In "Second String," Anthony Hope delves into the intricacies of love and loyalty against the backdrop of Edwardian society. The novella is characterized by Hope's deft prose and sharp dialogue, which illuminate the emotional landscapes of his characters. Spanning themes of ambition and unrequited love, the narrative intricately weaves the personal with the political, as those of the upper class grapple with newfound challenges. Hope's literary context is enriched by the burgeoning realism of the late 19th century, wherein social constraints and individual desires collide, rendering a multifaceted exploration of human relationships. Anthony Hope, a British author best known for his adventure novels, including "The Prisoner of Zenda," draws from his rich background in law and literature to craft captivating narratives. Hope'Äôs own experiences in the fluctuating social milieu of his time, along with his keen observations of character and motivation, inform the authenticity and vibrancy of the relationships depicted in "Second String." His unique blend of romantic and political elements reflects the era'Äôs shifting values and aspirations. This compelling work is recommended for readers seeking a poignant examination of interpersonal dynamics within a historical framework. Hope's artistry transports the reader to a bygone era, engaging them in profound themes of affection, duty, and the struggle for personal fulfillment. "Second String" is not merely a story'Äîit's a timeless reflection on what it means to love and lose.
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Neither life nor the lawn-tennis club was so full at Natterley that the news of Harry Sterling's return had not some importance.

He came back, moreover, to assume a position very different from his old one. He had left Harrow now, departing in the sweet aroma of a long score against Eton at Lord's, and was to go up to Oxford in October. Now between a schoolboy and a University man there is a gulf, indicated unmistakably by the cigarette which adorned Harry's mouth as he walked down the street with a newly acquiescent father, and thoroughly realized by his old playmates. The young men greeted him as an equal, the boys grudgingly accepted his superiority, and the girls received him much as though they had never met him before in their lives and were pressingly in need of an introduction. These features of his reappearance amused Mrs. Mortimer; she recollected him as an untidy, shy, pretty boy; but mind, working on matter, had so transformed him that she was doubtful enough about him to ask her husband if that were really Harry Sterling.

Mr. Mortimer, mopping his bald head after one of his energetic failures at lawn tennis, grunted assent, and remarked that a few years more would see a like development in their elder son, a remark which bordered on absurdity; for Johnny was but eight, and ten years are not a few years to a lady of twenty-eight, whatever they may seem to a man of forty-four.

Presently Harry, shaking himself free from an entangling group of the Vicarage girls, joined his father, and the two came across to Mrs. Mortimer.

She was a favorite of old Sterling's, and he was proud to present his handsome son to her. She listened graciously to his jocosities, stealing a glance at Harry when his father called him "a good boy." Harry blushed and assumed an air of indifference, tossing his hair back from his smooth forehead, and swinging his racket carelessly in his hand. The lady addressed some words of patronizing kindness to him, seeking to put him at his ease. She seemed to succeed to some extent, for he let his father and her husband go off together, and sat down by her on the bench, regardless of the fact that the Vicarage girls were waiting for him to make a fourth.

He said nothing, and Mrs. Mortimer looked at him from under her long lashes; in so doing she discovered that he was looking at her.

"Aren't you going to play any more, Mr. Sterling?" she asked.

"Why aren't you playing?" he rejoined.

"My husband says I play too badly."

"Oh, play with me! We shall make a good pair."

"Then you must be very good."

"Well, no one can play a hang here, you know. Besides I'm sure you're all right, really."

"You forget my weight of years."

He opened his blue eyes a little, and laughed. He was, in fact, astonished to find that she was quite a young woman. Remembering old Mortimer and the babies, he had thought of her as full middle-aged. But she was not; nor had she that likeness to a suet pudding, which his newborn critical faculty cruelly detected in his old friends, the Vicarage girls.

There was one of them—Maudie—with whom he had flirted in his holidays; he wondered at that, especially when a relentless memory told him that Mrs. Mortimer must have been at the parties where the thing went on. He felt very much older, so much older that Mrs. Mortimer became at once a contemporary. Why, then, should she begin, as she now did, to talk to him, in quasi maternal fashion, about his prospects? Men don't have prospects, or, anyhow, are spared questionings thereon.

Either from impatience of this topic, or because, after all, tennis was not to be neglected, he left her, and she sat alone for a little while, watching him play. She was glad that she had not played; she could not have rivaled the activity of the Vicarage girls. She got up and joined Mrs. Sterling, who was presiding over the club teapot. The good lady expected compliments on her son, but for some reason Mrs. Mortimer gave her none. Very soon, indeed, she took Johnnie away with her, leaving her husband to follow at his leisure.

In comparing Maudie Sinclair to a suet pudding, Harry had looked at the dark side of the matter.

The suggestion, though indisputable, was only occasionally obtrusive, and as a rule hushed almost to silence by the pleasant good nature which redeemed shapeless features. Mrs. Mortimer had always liked Maudie, who ran in and out of her house continually, and had made of herself a vice-mother to the little children.

The very next day she came, and, in the intervals of playing cricket with Johnnie, took occasion to inform Mrs. Mortimer that in her opinion Harry Sterling was by no means improved by his new status and dignity. She went so far as to use the term "stuck-up." "He didn't use to be like that," she said, shaking her head; "he used to be very jolly." Mrs. Mortimer was relieved to note an entire absence of romance either in the regretted past or the condemned present. Maudie mourned a friend spoiled, not an admirer lost; the tone of her criticisms left no doubt of it, and Mrs. Mortimer, with a laugh, announced her intention of asking the Sterlings to dinner and having Maudie to meet them. "You will be able to make it up then," said she.

"Why, I see him every day at the tennis club," cried Maudie in surprise.

The faintest of blushes tinged Mrs. Mortimer's cheek as she chid herself for forgetting this obvious fact.
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