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Welcome to MY WORLD





Hi! I’m Humphrey. I’m lucky to be the classroom hamster in Room 26 of Longfellow School. It’s a big job because I have to go home with a different student each weekend and try to help my friends. Luckily, my cage has a lock-that-doesn’t-lock, so I can get out and have


BIG-BIG-BIG adventures!
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I’d like you to meet some of my friends
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Og


a frog, is the other classroom pet in Room 26. He makes a funny sound: BOING!
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Aldo Amato


is a grownup who cleans Room 26 at night. He’s a special friend who always brings me a treat and seems to understand my squeaks better than most humans.
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Mrs Brisbane


is our teacher. She really understands her students – even me!
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Mr Morales


is the head and the Most Important Person at Longfellow School.
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Lower-Your-Voice-AJ


has a loud voice and calls me Humphrey-Dumpty.
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Golden-Miranda


has golden hair, like I do. She also has a dog named Clem. Eeek!
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Don’t-Complain-Mandy


has a hamster named Winky!
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Winky


is Mandy’s pet hamster and one of my favourite pals!





I think you’ll like my other friends, too, such as


Wait-for-the-Bell-Garth, Speak-Up-Sayeh,


Stop-Giggling-Gail and Pay-Attention-Art.
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1


A Wheely Great Weekend





It was Friday afternoon in Room 26 of Longfellow School, and I was spinning on my hamster wheel, trying to stay calm.


Fridays are always exciting … especially for me.


Every Friday afternoon, I get to go home with a different classmate.


It’s the BEST-BEST-BEST part of my job as classroom pet.


Of course, Mrs Brisbane already knew whose turn it was, because she plans my visits with the parents.


But sometimes she forgets to tell me.


Who would it be this week?
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Would it be Lower-Your-Voice-AJ, whose whole family likes to talk?
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Or would I go to Speak-Up-Sayeh’s house, where everyone speaks quietly?







[image: ]





‘Mrs Brisbane, who is taking Humphrey home?’ Heidi Hopper asked.


‘Raise-Your-Hand-Heidi,’ Mrs Brisbane told her.


Heidi forgets to raise her hand sometimes.


‘I am!’ Mandy Payne said. She forgot to raise her hand, too!
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‘That clock must be stuck. It’s taking forever to get to the end of the day,’ Mandy complained.


Don’t-Complain-Mandy-Payne used to complain about a lot of things.


But since she got her own hamster, Winky, she doesn’t complain as much.


‘I can’t wait!’ I shouted.


My friends giggled, even though all they heard me say was ‘SQUEAK-SQUEAK-SQUEAK!’


Just then, the clock hand moved and the bell rang.


The end of the day had finally come!


My friend Og splashed loudly in his tank.


He’s a classroom pet, too, but he doesn’t go home with students at the weekend, because he doesn’t have to be fed every day, like I do.


‘I’ll tell you all about my weekend at Mandy’s when I get back,’ I squeaked.


‘BOING-BOING-BOING!’ he replied, hopping up and down.


He makes a funny sound because he’s a funny frog.
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Soon Mandy’s mum arrived to pick us up.


‘Humphwee!’ a tiny voice shouted.


It was Mandy’s little brother,


‘Hi, Bwian,’ I squeaked back.


His name is ‘Brian’, but he calls himself ‘Bwian’.


Mandy’s younger sisters, Pammy and Tammy, rushed up to my cage.
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‘I’m going to take care of you, Humphrey,’ Pammy said.


‘No, I’m going to take care of you, Humphrey,’ Tammy said.


The girls are twins, but they don’t look at all alike.


‘I’m going to take care of Humphrey, because he’s my classroom pet,’ Mandy said.


It wasn’t easy, but soon Mrs Payne had all four children, my cage, my food and me in the car.


It took forever to get to the Paynes’ house.


Then, Mrs Payne had to get all four children, my cage, my food and me into the house.


That took even longer.


But at last, my cage was on a table in the living room, right next to Winky’s cage!


‘Hi, Humphrey!’ Winky said.
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When Winky was born, one of his eyes didn’t open, so he always looks like he’s winking.
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