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editor’s

note
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Read manuals supplied with your tools. 

Be aware most accidents occur when you are tired or distracted. 
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professionals on how to keep your tools sharp and maintained. 
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Treasure Hunt

One of the questions I am asked most often is, how do you 

choose the projects for the magazine? People wonder where 

we find our projects, how we decide which ones to run, and 

why we don’t include more of their favorites. 

One of my favorite places to find articles is woodworking 

shows. I love attending shows so I can talk to carvers and 

see their work in person. e first thing I do is walk the 

aisles quickly to see what catches my attention. At the 

Conewago Carvers show in East Berlin, Pa., a year ago, Jim Feather's 

cowboy rooster (page 30) practically yodeled at me when I walked by 

the first time. e rooster’s bright colors and cute expression caught 

my attention, and the jointing system that makes it a shelf-sitter sold 

it as a project worth sharing. 

We found Susan Dorsch’s fascinating faux metal habitat pieces 

and Jim Dodge’s ball-in-cross necklace during a more thorough 

second stroll through the Dayton (Ohio) Artistry in Wood show in 

November 2011. Look for a great gallery of Susan’s artwork and tips 

for getting started making faux finishes on page 18. Jim explains how 

to carve the cross and chain from a single piece of wood starting on 


page 22.

Sometimes we need travel no farther than our own files for 

great articles. Lora S. Irish is an amazingly creative artist who often 

sends ideas our way. Her notes on carving walking stick toppers and 

attaching them to bamboo sticks (page 26) seemed perfect for hiking 

season, so I was happy to find them in the file ready to share with 

you. Our book files inspired the articles about carving angry faces 

(page 55) and leprechaun pencils (page 67), as well as a great guide to 

finishing products (page 84).

And, of course, the Internet is an abundant source of inspiration 

(and distraction, but that’s another column!). I “met” Chip Jones 

while researching a special issue on pyrography and was fascinated 

by his projects combining relief carving with woodburning. Chip 

shares his technique on page 70. Similarly, Kathleen Ryan found the 

Woodworking for the Blind website while researching online and 

immediately recognized the story potential. You’ll be intrigued and 

enlightened by these woodworkers’ abilities and attitudes despite 

their vision challenges (page 78).

So, finding articles is a little like a treasure hunt that takes place 

all over the world, all the time, and with infinite prizes. Once we have 

a great selection of ideas, we try to include a balanced variety in the 

magazine, basing our choices on feedback we gather at shows, online, 

and from your letters and phone calls. You might not like every 

article, but we hope there’s something for everyone in each issue. 

What kind of projects and articles interest you? What would you 

like to see in these pages? Please share with us on Facebook or our 

forum, or drop me a note with your thoughts—I’m always eager to hear 

from you.

Mindy Kinsey

Kinsey@FoxChapelPublishing.com
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Enjoyed Layered Relief

I would like to thank 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

magazine. I enjoy each 

and every issue and have found 

many of the projects very exciting 

and challenging. I especially 

enjoyed the “Creating a Layered 

Relief Carving” project submitted 

by Wayne Culley (Fall 2012, Issue 

60). It was an exceptionally positive 

carving experience for me, and I 

am just a little past a novice carver. 

The idea behind this project was 

In November 2012, I 

taught a class on carving 

with a pocketknife to 

Cub Scout Pack 79 in 

Glenmoore, Pa. The 

Scouts were completing 

the requirements for 

the Boy Scouts of 

America Whittling 

Chip Certification. This 

certification grants a 

Bear Cub Scout the 

right to carry and use 

a pocketknife. My son 

Robert, grandson Reese, 

and granddaughter Juliet 

also attended.

Norman Provost 

Easton, Pa.

FOX HUNT

J.E. Greyzck of Remus, Mich., and Dixielee 

Vineyard of Corryton, Tenn., are the winners 

drawn from the correct entries received for 

WCI

Holiday 2012 (Issue 61). The fox was 

hidden on page 22, in the lead photo of the 

spiral ornament article.

Find the fox in this issue, and contact us with 

the page number and location. Two readers 

randomly selected from all correct replies 

will receive a $25 Fox Chapel Publishing gift 

certificate. Entries must be received by March 

25, 2013, to be eligible. 

NOTE: With his feet on 

the “ground,” the contest fox faces left (other 

foxes in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 

Attn: Find the Fox, 1970 Broad Street, 

East Petersburg, Pa. 17520, or enter online 

under the contests link at www.



woodcarvingillustrated.com. 

Teaching Carving

from our

mailbag

very appealing and I am wondering 

if Mr. Culley has published a book 

with more of his work. What a thrill 

it would be to have several of these 

projects available. The members of 

our neighborhood carving club have 

really liked my carving and two of 

them are starting their own. 

Charles Beckert 

North Ogden, Utah

Editor’s note: We are not aware 

of a book of Mr. Culley’s patterns, 

but we will share your kind words 

with him. You might also enjoy 

another simple relief project, the 

“Heartfelt Home Door Topper” on 


page 60 of this issue.

Wayne Culley’s layered 

relief project appeared 

in 

WCI

Fall 2012 

(Issue 60).

Norman Provost recently shared his hobby by teaching 

carving to Cub Scouts, including his grandkids.

We’d love to hear from you! Send 

us your comments and ideas 

on woodcarving to: From Our 

Mailbag, Woodcarving Illustrated, 

1970 Broad St., East Petersburg, 

PA 17520, or e-mail: editors@



woodcarvingillustrated.com.
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reader

gallery

▲

▲

Mountain Man

“This mountain man is made from 

some old cedar I found in the house that 

my wife and I moved into,” said 

Corey 

Tavenner

of Paxton, Ill. Corey carved the 

figure for a family friend, whom the 

piece resembles.

▲

Lion 

Brad Brown

of Surrey, 

B.C., calls his carving a 

zombified lion. Brad carved 

the 4" by 12" work from a 

piece of salvaged cedar.

▲

Ocelot Mirror

Michele Parsons

of Union Mills, N.C., 

carved 

Reflecting on Ocelots

, 2" by 16" by 

20", as a donation to a zoo’s fundraiser. The 

frame is carved from basswood. Michele 

woodburned the markings on the ocelots, 

and then finished them with acrylic washes 

and lacquer.

Driftwood Spirit

Robert Dowling Jr.

of Hampden, Me., is a 

professional artist who 

recently traded his canvases 

for a carving knife. Under 

the tutelage of the Easy 

Bleeders carving club, Robert 

is learning to transform 

driftwood and other found 

wood into wood spirits. He 

said, “As I learn more about 

the art of woodcarving and 

the more carvings I create, 

I am finding myself carving 

more than painting.”
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Woodcarver 

of the Year

Carvers flocked to the Fox Chapel 

Publishing booth at the Dayton, 

Ohio, Artistry in Wood show in 

November to meet Harley Refsal, 

an authority on Scandinavian 

flat-plane carving and the 2012 

Woodcarver of the Year. Harley 

enthusiastically talked to fans, 

signed books, and demonstrated 

his art by carving a parade of 

caricature people. He answered 

questions about knives, carving, 

and Norway with the ease of 

lifelong expertise. 

Harley has been fascinated 

by flat-plane carving since first 

experiencing it in Norway in 1965 

and has essentially devoted his 

life to researching Nordic folk art, 

learning the flat-plane technique, 

and sharing his knowledge via 

classes and publications. Harley 

resurrected and popularized flat-

plane carving in Norway after 

most native carvers died in the 

late 20th century, earning the 

gratitude of the country’s people 

and recognition from its king. He 

said that he hung his Woodcarver 

of the Year plaque right next to his 

certificate from Norway’s 

King Harald. 

In the words of 

WCI

publisher, Alan Giagnocavo, 

“The passion [Harley] has shown 

in rediscovering the techniques 

to carve in this expressive style, 

combined with his dedication to 

passing this art on to other carvers, 

make Harley the perfect choice for 

the 2012 

Woodcarving Illustrated

Woodcarver of the Year Award.”

To learn more about Harley, 

please see 

Woodcarving Illustrated 

Fall 2012 (Issue 60).

Getting Kids Involved

Every October, Boy Scout Troop 

127 of East Berlin, Pa., teams 

up with the Conewago Carvers 

to host an art show at the club’s 

Woodcarving and Wildlife Arts 

show. The Scouts camp out 

overnight at the show’s venue, 

the East Berlin Area Community 

Center, to provide security for the 

vendors and exhibitors.

And each year, Scouts gather 

at the Spit and Whittle sponsored 

by 

Woodcarving Illustrated

. This 

year, the Scouts learned how to 

carve a Native American from 

Jesse Hinton and learned the 

basics of carving a face from Chris 

Hammock, the show’s featured 

carver and a recent inductee into 

news and

notes

Numerous in-depth 

classes are held during 

the week of the Congress.

Harley Refsal accepted 

the 2012 Woodcarver of 

the Year Award 

from WCI 

editor Mindy Kinsey at the 

Artistry in Wood show.

Chris Hammock demonstrates carving 

basics to Boy Scout Troop 127 at the 

Conewago Carvers show. 

Call For Entries

The San Diego Fine Woodworker’s 

Association (SDFWA) is inviting 

entries for their annual exhibit 

and competition, the Design 

in Wood Exhibition. Design in 

Wood is cosponsored by the 

SDFWA and the San Diego County 

Fair, and usually attracts more 

than 1.5 million attendees over 

the course of three weeks. The 

theme for 2013 is “Game On,” 

and the competition is open to 

all woodworkers. More than 350 

entries are expected, and awards 

will total more than $21,000. 

The entry deadline is May 3, 

2013. For categories and entry 

information, visit www.sdfwa.



org/designinwood2013 or enter 

online at www.sdfair.com/entry/


designinwood.

the Caricature Carvers of America. 

Scouts also carved soap with Linda 

Murphy and learned the basics of 

clay modeling from Jim Hiser.

The annual club show hosts 

about two dozen exhibitors who 

demonstrate their art, compete for 

prizes, and sell their work to the 

public during the two-day show. 

For more information, e-mail 


conewagocarvers92@gmail.com.

Photo by Ed Ottz
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TOP TIP 

in our Spring Issue wins an 

autographed copy of 

Big Book of Whittle Fun

, 

Chris Lubkemann’s newest book.

Send your tip to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, Pa., 17520, 

or e-mail Duncan@FoxChapelPublishing.com.

Cleaning Softball Carving Tools

By Linda Taylor of Midland, Mich.

When carving a softball, the sticky glue on 

the ball under the leather cover gums 

up the carving tools. I apply Goo 

Gone to the tools with a paper 

towel. The Goo Gone breaks 

down the adhesive and 

quickly cleans the tools.

tips and

techniques

Outdoor Carving Station

By John McManus of Hawley, Pa.

I created a portable carving station to take out on 

my deck. I attached a bench top to a set of wheeled 

legs scavenged from a table I found at a thrift store. 

I drilled a series of holes in the top to insert dowel 

pegs into; these pegs act as a stop when I’m carving.

▲

Shopmade 

Sanding 

Sticks

Use recycled parts 

to create a simple 

portable carving 

station.

TOP

TIP

✔

Make a set of sanding sticks in 

various grits to smooth the 

tight spots in any small carving.

By Bill Donaldson of Wilmington, N.C.

I carve nautical knots in hard woods, and it can be difficult to 

get a smooth finish on the inside of the knot. I attach different 

grits of sandpaper to craft sticks and tongue depressors to create 

my own sanding sticks.

Start by cutting a strip of sandpaper twice the width and 

about 1" (25mm) shorter than the length of the stick. Apply a 

generous coat of rubber cement or spray adhesive to both sides 

of the stick and the back of the sandpaper. Allow the adhesive to 

dry thoroughly, and then press the sandpaper to the stick; this 

dry-mount method makes a strong adhesive joint. Write the grit 

of the sandpaper on the exposed end 

of the stick and start sanding.

▲

Clean softball glue from 

knives and gouges with 

an adhesive solvent.
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5, some
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* Heavy Duty Leathd
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Woodburner
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Handpiece

Detailer Woodburner
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Handpiece for only $96.95.

Razertip Burners
Razertip® Wood Burers and pyro-

graphic tools have been setting the
standard for hol-wire pyrographic tools
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Dual Bumer wh 1 Handplece: $16295
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Interchangeable Handpiece and Tips.
we recommend the Razertip BPH.

- - —
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be required and are avaiabie)

Carving

Power
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Kit

Toll Free 1-888-682-9801

www.chippingaway.com
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Ultra high-speed reciprocation technology WELsTE WWiW attomachcom

TOKYO AYTOMFCH CO ., LTD. emii:a@automach.com

27-10 HATANODAI SHINAGAWA-KU TOKYO 142-0064 JAPAN FAX+81-3-5702-0552





OEBPS/images/page006.jpg





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg
_ _

_@llnmgm





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg
P erioc
d

LLLLLLLLLLL





OEBPS/images/page009.jpg
S w - i Pyrographic Tools &

Orlando y;a:—&: F Portable Dust Collectors
Villarreal #
Leaf Carving
DVD and .
Roughouts

Available Now!

/
ed to Fire Your Imagi

Razertip* Pyrographic Tools:

-~
d
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Razaire™ 530 Dust Collector:

Rotates 360
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Heavy Duty Eli Vise
Strong and rust proof.

Razertip Industries Inc.
PO Box 910, 301- Sth Street North
Martensville, SK Canada SOK 2T0
Phone (306)931-0889 Fax (306)242-6119
Toll-free order line 1-877-729-3787
Email: info@razertip.com
More information & free catalogue at www.razertip.com
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For carvin’ around the campfire or wherever life takes you.

_TheCarvin Jack Collection

Flexcut:

ARVING KNIVES

Call for brochure & color chart 800-336-6537
Flock It! d/b/a DonJer Products Co.
13142 Murphy Rd., Winnebago IL 61088




















