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PREFACE




 




Dear

reader,




 




we, the publisher, have carefully

reviewed and edited this book, whose original edition dates back to the year 1919.

Well over a hundred hours of work have passed correcting it, but still it was

not possible to eliminate all the mistakes that a 20th century

scanner produced. The original scans we had at our disposal were of very poor

quality. While it was possible to correct and eliminate special characters or

false letters, there is unfortunately sometimes a dot where a comma should be,

or a colon where a semicolon belongs, or the odd apostrophe, that a small dot

in the scan generated in the text file. While we still corrected and eliminated

ten thousands of errors, does not hinder the reading pleasure in any way and

still makes this version of this rare book much more valuable than other

versions on the market that have not been edited at all. We think it is fair to

say that this is not 100% of a perfect book, but a 99% edition that has not

been available since the original editions vanished from the shelves. We wish

all readers a great time browsing through the history of Fresno County and the

hundreds of biographies of the most important personalities.


















 




 





BIOGRAPHICAL





 




 




J. W. BEALL.




 




A sturdy pioneer and his good

wife, whose descent from two signers of the immortal Declaration of

Independence gives them a unique association with some of the most interesting

chapters of American history, are Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Beall, who reside in Laton

and own a fine large ranch near Riverdale. Mr. Beall, who was a bosom friend of

M. J. Church, Fresno County's pioneer ditch-builder, has for years been

interested in irrigation and conservation, and has won an enviable distinction

for his part in some of the greatest projects for the betterment of Central California.






Born in Ripley County, Ind., six

miles east of Versailles, on September 14, 1849, Mr. Beall grew up in the days

when there was no railway there. His father, John T. Beall, was born on the

same farm, and the grandfather, Zephaniah Beall, took up the 160 acres of land

from the Government. It was then covered with heavy timber, and he had to do a

lot of chopping to get a clearing large enough for his house and yard. Aurora,

Ind., was then the main trading-place and the principal steamboat-landing in that

locality: and there our subject went as a boy, and saw for the first time a

steamboat, long before he ever saw a railroad train. His mother was Elizabeth Hallowell

Hancock, a direct descendant of old John Hancock, President of the Continental

Congress and one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. His father

had married and died, at the age of seventy-four, on the land on which he was

born; and there his wife outlived him five years. The parents had eleven

children, and nine of them they reared to maturity. J. W. is the third in the

order of birth, and second son that gladdened the good folks' hearts. 




Educated mostly at the district

schools, and then only for three or four months each winter, but later becoming

a student at Moore's Hill College, J. W. Beall became a teacher himself, by

hard private study, and from his twenty-second year taught school for several

seasons. In August, 1874, however, his enterprising spirit had brought him to

California, where he first stopped at San Francisco. Then he went for a couple

of months to San Joaquin County, and after that for two months to Tulare

County. There he took up and preempted 160 acres of land and lived for a couple

of years. He saw Fresno for the first time in November of 1874, and returned here

to live in 1876. 




After a year at Fairview, where

he was married, Mr. Beall came, in 1877, to the M. J. Church colony, then known

as the Temperance Colony. He immediately identified himself with the most

important interests there, and with Judge Munn and M. J. Church served on the

Board of Trustees for the district. Later he became a director in the M. J.

Church Canal Company, and in that office, as in his school trusteeship, he

worked to advance the permanent interests of the community. The school house

was early constructed, and in a couple of years the colony had been so enlarged

that the school became large, too. Through his progressive participation in

irrigation work in Fresno. Mr. Beall formed personal relations not only with

Mr. Church, but with the late George S. Manuel, and I. Teilman, the well-known

irrigation engineer of Fresno. 




Mr. Beall is particularly

interested in the Murphy Slough Association, and at one time owned one-third of

the stock and was a director in the association, and also owned 680 acres,

right where Riverdale now stands. He sold out most of his interest, however,

except the water-rights to 280 acres of land, which he owns and which is

located six miles from Riverdale. He is now a director in the Conservation

District which plans to build the projected Pine Flat Reservoir, which is the

largest project of its kind ever undertaken in Fresno County, if not in the

state. Mr. Beall is an experienced orchardist and vineyardist, as well as

alfalfa -grower; he prefers to grow alfalfa and has put his entire 280 acres

into alfalfa. 




For fifteen years Mr. Beall

farmed grain in Fresno County. He lived in the Church, or Temperance Colony,

and rented land on the outside, putting from 100 to 200 acres each year into

wheat and barley. But while yet in the grain growing business, he experimented

with raisin vineyards. There was then no market, however, for raisins, which

sold at from one to one and a half cents a pound. This made that industry

unprofitable at the start. Nevertheless, he remained in the Temperance Colony

until the great boom year of 1887. Two years before this, he went to Fresno and

bought the Arlington Heights quarter section, and in three years he sold it

again. In both places he farmed for several years. He bought the 160 acres in

Arlington Heights for $50 per acre, and sold the land at an advance of $75 per

acre over the purchase price. Since then Mr. Beall has both bought and sold

many different pieces of land, and has been very successful in real estate

deals. His method has been to buy land in large tracts and to sell in smaller

parcels, after it had been improved. He bought, for example, 680 acres where

the town of Riverdale now stands, and sold the same again in eighty-acre

tracts, the buyers still further subdividing the property and disposing of it

in lots. He bought the Mills College Tract of 2,000 acres, put water on it, and

sold it to L. A. Nares, or rather the Summit Lake Investment Company, in which

he was interested. For a year or over, he maintained a real estate office in

Fresno, and bought and sold many tracts of suburban property. 




The year 1893 brought him

disaster but, happy to relate, no such misfortune that he could not in time

recover. During the wide panic, he and many others went to the wall through the

great financial crash: and instead of being worth about $40,000, he was not only

worth nothing, but was in debt besides. He started anew, and in time paid off

all that he owed, even to one hundred cents on the dollar. 




In January, 1877, Mr. Beall was

married to Miss Martha A. Hutchings, a native of Iowa who came to California in

1861, having crossed the plains with her parents, traveling by ox team. They

settled at Stockton, and there she grew up and attended school. Her parents had

a large farm eight miles northeast of Stockton, and from there she came, a

young lady, to Fresno County in 1868, settling in Fairview, east of the

Temperance Colony. The parents were William and Eliza (Cameron) Hutchings, and

among her direct forebears was George Wythe, another signer of the Declaration

of Independence. The Camerons were old settlers at Harrisburg, Pa., and Mrs.

Beall's grandfather, William Cameron, was an own cousin of Senator Cameron of

Pennsylvania. The Hutchings were from Indiana, and Grandmother Hutchings was a

Sawtelle, and her mother was a DeMaurice of French origin, and among the early

settlers at Old Vicennes, Ind. The Hutchings were of English blood. The

Camerons were Scotch, and Grandmother Cameron was a St. John of England,

descended from the good King John. Mrs. Beall has no recollections of Iowa, but

she does remember the old ox team. These associations of Mr. and Mrs. Beall

with the signers of the Declaration of Independence are of particular interest

since John Hancock was the first to sign, as the famous document shows, and

George Wythe the last. 




Mr. and Mrs. Beall have reared

three adopted children, although two others died while little. Mrs. E. P.

Blanchard of Laton died in 1911 and left one son, Laurence Eduard Blanchard,

whom they are now rearing. Mrs. Beall is very active in the Red Cross work and

the Women's Christian Temperance Union, and did what she could to promote the

liberty loans, as did also Mr. Beall. Both Mr. and Mrs. Beall have been

consistent Christians, and they use neither coffee, hog-products, nor liquor;

and they are strong advocates of temperance. Mr. Beall is an ardent Seventh Day

Adventist, as was his partner, M. J. Church: while Mrs. Beall is a member of

the United Brethren Church. She helped to build the church at Laguna. Mr. Beall

and Mr. Church were on the building committee, bought the lots upon which their

church is located, and deeded the property to that congregation. 




 




JOHN WILLIAM SHARER.




 




An enterprising and progressive

viticulturist, and an authority on the laying out of fine vineyards and kindred

lands, and a business man who, having early in life declared himself for the

walk of a consistent Christian, has endeavored in his spare time to promote the

cause of holiness and has never swerved from his allegiance to the Christian Church,

is John William Sharer, who was born near Pittsfield, Pike County, Ill., on

January 23, 1869, the son of Peter and Elizabeth (Johnson) Sharer, natives

respectively of Pennsylvania and Ohio. His father was a pioneer farmer in Pike

County, and after the death of his wife, he retired from active work and spent

his last days in Fresno County, where he died in 1906, at the home of his son,

'M. M. Sharer, and in his eighty-fourth year. 




John William Sharer's schooling

was limited, as he was compelled to lay aside his books when he was only

sixteen years old; and he had both the advantage and the disadvantage of

growing up in the country districts until he was eighteen years of age. Having

a brother living in Fresno County, Cal., he came west in the "boom"

year of 1887, and began to work for Steve Hamilton. In the middle of October he

joined the threshing crew on Governor Edmiston's place, and put in there two

seasons. He early worked for Charles H. Boucher, and also spent some three

years in the employ of other people in and about Clovis: and, at the end of the

first three years in Fresno, he made a visit home. 




In 1890 or 1891, Mr. Sharer

rented one-half of the Tarpey lands, which he farmed to grain. About the same

time, he took hold of some ranch acreage in the Red Bank section which he ran

for many years; then he secured the Elvira section, which he had for five

years, and then he quit farming altogether. During the years 1890 to 1894, when

the Enterprise Colony was coming to the fore, he and his brother set out the

first piece of vineyard in the Colony, the place he now owns. He also farmed

grain land up to 1899. This he did, that while improving his vineyard, he might

keep up the running expenses. He found it profitable, besides, in the fall of

the year, to haul lumber from the mountains for the building of many of the

homes in and around Clovis. 




In 1896 Mr. Sharer located on the

home place, a tract of twenty acres, then only partly improved, but which his

industry has expanded into 100 acres, while he has witnessed the growth of this

entire section. He installed a pumping plant, and a first-class water system

for irrigating the land. At the time when he came to this section of the

county, there was no thought of using the land for any other purpose than that

of grain farming and stock-raising, and for some time thereafter he could tell

the name of each family living between Lane's Bridge and Centerville. It was

necessary to get the entire Garfield, Jefferson and Red Bank districts in order

to have enough people for a Thanksgiving festival dinner. After a while,

viticulture demanded a share of attention, and Mr. Sharer is proud of his part

in vineyard development. 




But as a man endowed with a

natural bent for material progress, Mr. Sharer has come to have other interests

besides those of the fields. He has invested, for example, in a steam laundry,

and, in keeping with his usual standards, has gone in for the most up-to-date

service that could be provided; and he has also come to own valuable business

and home property, and is a director of the Scandinavian Mutual Fire Insurance

Company. Mr. Sharer was also one of the organizers of the Clovis Farmers'

Union, and a member of the original board of directors, and at the first

meeting was elected president of the board. His company established the large

warehouses at Clovis. Mr. Sharer and K. M. Hansen purchased machinery at San

Jose, and the warehouse was equipped for both the seeding and packing of

raisins: and within three years their efforts resulted in such success that

when the California Associated Raisin Company was formed, their equipment was

purchased and became Plant. No. 1. 




Mr. Sharer was one of the

original organizers of the Melvin Grape Growers' Association, formed in 1916, and

was a member of the original board of directors, and was secretary from the

start — a position he has held ever since, and to which he has given his best

efforts and experience. The association built a packing-house at Melvin, 50 x 100

feet in size; in 1917 they added another floor space of 50 x 50 feet, and in

1918 they built two new packing-houses, each of the same dimensions, with

skylights and most modern equipment at Glorietta and Bartels. 




The success attained by this

association was recognized by other communities, and being intensely interested

in cooperative movements, Mr. Sharer as a director lent his aid, visiting

different localities and explaining their plan and success, and recommending

similar organizations. There are now various associations throughout the

valley, all shipping through the California Fruit Exchange. Its growth can be

estimated from the fact that the first year's shipment was only 120 cars, while

in 1918 some 1,400 cars from these organizations were dispatched through this

exchange from this valley, and a conservative estimate for 1919 is over 2,100

cars. The local association at Melvin alone has saved its growers over $35,000

in packing and selling within three years' time. When the Melvin Grape Growers

Association became a member of the California Fruit Exchange, Mr. Sharer was

elected the representative from his association, and at the stockholders

meeting of the California Fruit Exchange in Sacramento, January, 1917, he was

elected a member of the board of directors, and was again reelected, having

served acceptably and well. 




On October 17, 1894, Mr. Sharer

was married to Miss Nellie Dawson, who was born near Arena, Wis., the daughter

of John A. Dawson, also an early settler. Mr. and Mrs. Sharer have three

children: Ralph Vernon, a graduate of the Clovis High School, who superintends

his father's ranch, and who served seven months in the United States Naval

Reserve; and Alice Gertrude, and Everett Eugene, all of whom are at home. With

commendable pride, Mr. Sharer took his family to the World's Fair at St. Louis,

in 1904, and while East he had various novel experiences. Someone asked him the

question, "How much sugar do you Californians put into your raisins?"

and another, "How do you get the sugar into the raisins?" and another

question propounded was, "Can a man start in California without money and

expect to pull through?" 




When thirteen years of age, Mr.

Sharer joined the Methodist Church, and finding no church of that denomination

here, he joined the First Presbyterian Church of Clovis, in 1900, and he has

since been an active member, and of late an elder, while for ten years he was clerk

of the session. In the spring of 1904, he went to Alberta, Canada; and while

there the San Joaquin Presbytery elected him delegate to the General Assembly

of the Presbyterian Church held at Dallas, Texas, which he attended, and then

took his family east to the St. Louis Exposition and visited relatives in that

vicinity. In 1914, on the death of Judge Law in Merced, he was selected

director of the San Joaquin Presbytery, and has been reelected each year since.

In 1918 he was again elected a delegate from the San Joaquin Presbytery to the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church held in May, at Columbus, Ohio, and

attended the session. On the same trip he visited his old home in Pike County, Ill.,

also in Missouri, Nebraska and Colorado, and then returned home, more than ever

satisfied that he had cast his lot in the land of sunshine and flowers. As the

result of this Christian experience in an everyday world, Mr. Sharer's advice

is to be honest among one's fellowmen, and having thus met and disposed of the

duty of each day, to leave the future to the God of all time. 




Emphatically a man of energy, Mr.

Sharer is never idle, and is one of the most enterprising and active of men in

Fresno County, giving substantial encouragement to every plan for the promotion

of the public welfare, for the upbuilding of its institutions and its

development, thus aiding materially in bringing about the prosperity we all

enjoy. 




 




W. J. KILBY.




 




Fortunate in having personally

witnessed all of the important discoveries of oil and other developments in

Fresno County, Judge W. J. Kilby enjoys the distinction of being one of the

best-posted men in Central California, and an authority on the section in which

he has so long been active. He was born at Freeport. Maine, of old New England

stock descended from the Cromwellian Puritans and including today, among others

of note, the well-known writer. Quincy Kilby, also a native of Maine, and the

historian of the Boston theater. These ancestors were in the Revolutionary War

and the War of 1812, and both grandfathers on his mother's side were not only

in the great struggle of 1776, but were with General Washington when he crossed

the Delaware. Mr. Kilby's father was Charles S. Kilby, a builder, and his

mother was Cynthia Moses before her marriage, and she also was born in Maine. 




Having graduated from a high

school in Maine, W. J. Kilby in 1885 came west to California and Fresno County

and in April of that year arrived at the Pleasant Valley Stock Farm. The

railroad then came only as far as Huron, but in 1888 it was extended to

Coalinga, which was laid out on paper and sold off in lots. After being

employed on the Pleasant Valley Ranch for a while, Mr. Kilby took a homestead

preemption and timber claim on Los Gatos Creek, and engaged in stock-raising

and farming, in which field he showed his natural ability. 




In the early nineties Mr. Kilby

was induced to run for the office of justice of the peace; and his peculiar

fitness for that responsibility having been recognized, he was elected. Soon thereafter

he moved into Coalinga, and about the same time was appointed postmaster. The

post office and the court room of the justice were in the same building on

Front Street, and this fact recalls an amusing anecdote told of the Judge. A

constable brought in an Irishman who had committed some offence, and as the

officer was in a hurry and wished to take him away on the train, there was nothing

left for him to do but to bring him before the Justice, who was then very busy

making up the out-going mail. The Judge heard the case, the offender pleaded

guilty, and the postmaster-justice pronounced sentence of sixty days without

stopping his postal duties; whereupon the Irishman, seeing the funny side of

the incident, remarked that he had had all kinds of packages handed him through

the post office, but never before had he been parceled out sixty days. Judge

Kilby was reelected, and served two terms, and never was there a more

efficient, more just and popular jurist on the justice's bench. 




Judge Kilby still owns his old

ranch and several other ranches in the county, for he has also engaged in real

estate, handling for the most part his own property, and because of his

judgment, honesty and good nature, giving satisfaction to all concerned, and so

succeeding with each transaction. He has erected a number of residence and

business buildings in Coalinga, including the Kilby Block on E Street, and he

has also been in demand for insurance and as a notary public. Long a prominent Republican,

Judge Kilby is still an influential man. 




He was married at Freeport, Maine,

on April 18, 1884, to Miss Helen Murtagh, of Boston, and they have had five

children: Mollie is Mrs. G. M. Hughes of Coalinga; Ben W. is a merchant at Helm;

Beatrice is Mrs. C. N. Ayres of Coalinga: Colon is a graduate of the Coalinga

High School and is now at Redlands University, where he holds the quarter-mile

record as a foot-racer of the Pacific Coast: and Neta is studying to be a

nurse, in San Diego. Thus all the children of this distinguished citizen have

been heard from. 




 




ANDREW ABBOTT.




 




A perfect type of the attractive

American, sturdy of body and a giant in intellect, and with little wonder, when

one learns of his relation by blood to the family of Rowells, so eminently

connected with the development and history of Fresno County, is Andrew Abbott,

who owns a finely-improved ranch of eighty acres, on Adams Avenue, two and a

half miles south of Del Rey. He came to California on January 18, 1879, and

landed at Fresno with just eighteen dollars and twenty-five cents in his

pocket. Since then he has faced such hard times, together with thousands of

others caught in the vortex, that he was compelled to part with his farm-lands;

but by a brilliant stroke he was successful in buying the property back, and in

making of it what no one in the beginning thought it would ever prove to be. 




He was born in the White Oak

country, seven miles northwest of Bloomington, Ill., on his father's farm, for

he was the son of Milo J. Abbott, who descended from English stock that traces

its ancestry back to the Mayflower, and came from New Hampshire. He is a cousin

of the late A. A. Rowell and also Dr. Rowell, whose lives are sketched

elsewhere in this work, and a second cousin of Chester H. Rowell, the

distinguished journalist and scholar. Having first seen the light on January 12,

1854, he was educated in the public schools of McLean County, Ill., and at the

business college in Bloomington; and then he worked at home on the farm until

he was twenty-one. Frank Rowell, his cousin, at that time offered him work on

his farm; and he accepted, and he continued five years. 




California made its irresistible

appeal about that period, and on the sixth of January, 1879, he took the train

for the far West. Twelve days later he walked about Fresno, or what there was

of it then, for the town had scarcely begun to grow. He lost no time in finding

something to do; and again he entered the service of a relative. His cousin,

George B. Rowell, wanted him in the sheep business; and to sheep-raising he

turned, getting more than a start, for, as was customary with him in all that

he did, he learned the business thoroughly. 




In 1883, Mr. Abbott was married

to Miss Addie Barnes, a native of Chico, and a daughter of G. W. Barnes, and

after the ceremony, he went with his bride to the Washington Colony, where he

had acquired, the year before, a twenty-acre tract of land. It was at best a

humble home: but assisted by his good wife, he planted it to vines and trees,

and made there a domicile in which they were happy. 




After a while, however, he sold

that place and then bought the forty acres where he makes his present home,

afterwards adding forty acres immediately adjoining on the west. All of this

choice land he long since leveled and otherwise improved, and planted; and

there he built, in 1908, a beautiful one-story cement bungalow, 33 by 60 feet

in size. He is a member of the California Associated Raisin Company, and

cooperates enthusiastically in its work for the advancement of California

vineyarding. 




Mrs. Abbott passed away on

September 8, 1917, at the age of fifty-three, and to the sorrow of many. She

left a daughter, Georgia, who is the wife of Anderson R. Miner, and lives in

Fowler with her five children — George A., James H., Eleanor, Anderson R., Jr.,

and Mary. Mr. Abbott attends the First Presbyterian Church at Fowler, and for

twenty years he has been a Knight of Pythias — first at Fowler, then at Selma. He

still endeavors to practice the Golden. Rule; and perhaps this is why Fate has

so happily smiled upon him that the ranch he lost in the early nineties, and

was enabled a few months afterward to buy back, he has been asked to part with

for almost $100,000. 




 




FRANK L. COOPER.




 




A pioneer and a native son, who

was always a hard-worker and for years held responsible positions, is Frank L.

Cooper, a man having the steady ambition to lead a useful life and so coming

through unscathed, though surrounded by the temptations of the bar and the

gaming table. Now, well-preserved, he is a strong advocate of temperance and

all that makes for decent living. He resides a mile northwest of the Laton

Creamery, maintains a first-class dairy, and is one of the representative

farmers and stockmen of Central California. 




Born near Santa Rosa, in Sonoma

County, on August 17, 1867, he is the son of B. F. Cooper, who came to

California from New York State when he was eighteen years old, in 1859,

traveling by way of the Isthmus. The same year he settled in Sonoma County, and

there married Miss Mary Schultz, who died when Frank was only nine, leaving

four children. These included two sisters, who died of scarlet fever when seven

years old, and a brother, Fred D. Cooper, who is a farmer near Stratford, in Kings

County. The father is now about seventy-six, and lives on California Avenue

south of Rolinda and about ten miles out of Fresno. He resides with his third

wife, but he had children only by Frank's mother. When he came from Sonoma

County he settled in Alameda County, then went to Contra Costa County, and

after that to San Luis Obispo County. Then he moved to Fresno, and then to

Stanislaus County, where they lived seven years; and finally the family came

back to Fresno County. 




Frank Cooper came to the Laguna

de Tache in the fall of 1890, and he helped James Downing move over from Kings

City, Monterey County. Mr. Downing bought land at Burrel, then known as

Elkhorn, and he also bought a forty-acre vineyard near Fresno. Frank thus rode

over all of the Burrel ranch in the early romantic days, when the tules were

thick and tall. They were so thick and tall, in fact, that a rider on horseback

could not see about or ahead of him, and when the cattle strayed off and got

lost, the only way for the cow-boy to do was to ride into the tules, make all

the noise that he could, and thus scare the cows into coming out on higher

ground. 




In the summer of 1905 Mr. Cooper

bought his present place, at first investing in forty acres, then thirteen and

a half, then twenty. Like his father, he has farmed grain extensively at what

is now Riverdale, and there he has had a chance to display his ability in the

driving of horses. He has driven thirty-two horses with a combined harvester,

and once he drove forty horses over the rough hills of San Luis Obispo County.

He is a true native son, and has been out of the State only once in his life

when he made a trip to Reno, Nev. 




It was in September, 1890, that

Mr. Cooper came to Fresno County, soon after beginning his three years' work for

Cuthbert Burrel on his 2,000-acre ranch at Visalia. Mr. Burrel also owned the

Burrel Ranch of 18,000 acres, another ranch, of 2,000 acres, at Visalia with a

section at Riverdale, and the lumber yard at Visalia. He did a good deal of

heavy hauling for Mr. Burrel. He drove eight horses and superintended the work

of the other drivers, hauling lumber for the ranch houses, which were being

built in the vicinity of Barrel and Riverdale. He also hauled the lumber for

the barn where H. M. Hancock now lives. During these years Mr. Cooper became a

very trusted employer of Mr. Burrel, and almost assumed the relation of a son

to him. Certainly "he formed a strong attachment for the rancher, and will

always recall him as one of the noblest of the old pioneers of the San Joaquin

Valley. 




Mr. Cooper has always been a

stockman and is, therefore, thoroughly familiar with the problems of

stock-raising and the varying markets. Now he has a good ranch of seventy-three

and a half acres, and rents an adjoining pasture of about 200 acres. He and his

good wife have worked hard, and they deserve all that represents their wealth.

As has been stated, he is an expert driver, and guides forty horses when the

occasion demands. He had 480 acres of the Burrel ranch under lease when he was

married, and ran it several years when his father cooperated with him and

farmed grain. He cut his father's grain, his own and sometimes the grain of

others besides. 




His associations with Mr. Burrel

led him often to conjure up the historic past, once so full of early California

glory. While Mr. Burrel was running the 2,000-acre ranch and lumber yard at

Visalia, he was also engaged in building up and developing his 18,000 acres at

Burrel and his section at Riverdale. In carrying on this work a great deal of

lumber, machinery and other material had to be hauled to Riverdale and Burrel,

most of which was brought from Visalia before the advent of the railroad. Great

eight-horse wagons were used, and the drivers would usually stop at old

Kingston, now no more, but which was then a very lively and a very rough and

tough place. In the real early days gambling was constantly carried on, and

scarcely a night would pass without some shooting affray or fight; and often

thousands in gold would change hands on the turning of a card. Kingston was on

the line of the main freight trail from Stockton to Visalia, and was therefore

a much-frequented place. It was the last scene of Vasquez looting, and now

there is little to remind the wayfarer that it was once the scene of a wild and

woolly western business town. 




While living at Visalia, Mr.

Cooper was married to Mrs. May Norton, a daughter of Oscar Stanton of Fresno;

and by her he has had four children: Fred S. was in the United States Navy, on

a transport ship, and made ten trips across the Atlantic; Margery Lillian is

the wife of Edward McKenzie of Corcoran, the transfer man, and they have one

child; Elizabeth married Harrison Askew, jr. and they reside in Laton, with

their two children, where Mr. Askew is a baker; and Bernice is still at home.

It was shortly after their marriage that Mr. Cooper rented the 480 acres of the

Burrel ranch. 




 





FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF DEL REY.





 




If there is one thing that Californians

have a right to be proud of, sensitive as they always have been in matters of

financial and commercial integrity, and conscious of the high standing of

California and its credit in the outside money-world, it is that their banking

institutions, both with respect to the character of the men behind them, and

the sanely conservative way in which they are administered, are without doubt

of such a grade, strength and vigor that they have long since come to set a

pace for similar institutions in many of the much longer established' and more

populous commonwealths. And prominent among these live wires of trade, social

life and political administration on the Pacific Coast must be rated one of the

undoubted bulwarks of Fresno County, the First National Bank of Del Rey. 




This well-equipped and

fully-manned house of business was incorporated on July 20, 1917, under the

banking laws of the State of California; and on the sixth of August it opened

its doors and bade the public welcome. 




Its officers, to whom the people

looked for confidence and leadership, were as follows: President, H. S.

Hulbert, the rancher two miles south of Del Rey; Vice-President, H. J. Hansen,

also a rancher, two miles west of Del Rey: and A. A. Werner, Cashier and

Secretary. Board of Directors: H. S. Hulbert, H. J. Hansen, A. A. Werner,

George Meyers, rancher two and a half miles southeast of Del Rev, and Ralph

Mitchell, manager of the California Associated Raisin Company at Del Rey. 




Prosperity has smiled upon this

bank since it was first thrown open for transactions, as may be seen by its

report of the Spring of 1918. Its total resources and liabilities were

$139,870.89, and of the latter the paid in capital stock was $25,000, with

nearly $95,000 of individual deposits subject to check. State, county or

municipal deposits aggregate $4,500: there were $2,525 worth of certificates of

deposit other than for money borrowed: and over $10,000 of time deposits,

subject to reserve. Of the resources, on the other hand, there were loans and

discounts totaling $70,226.08, United States Bonds to the extent of $5,000,

Liberty Bonds amounting to $1,000, $5,000 worth of bonds and securities pledged

as collateral for state or other deposits, postal excluded or bills payable,

stock of the Federal Reserve Bank (fifty per cent, of the subscription) to the

extent of $850, furniture and fixtures valued at $2,147.36, lawful reserve with

Federal Reserve Bank of $7,500, cash in the vault and net amounts due from the

national banks aggregating $48,147.45, the whole showing what even a town of

the size of Del Rey, if it but have the Del Rey spirit, can do. 




Already this bank has played its

role in the development of the town and outlying districts: and it bids fair to

be of more and more service to the community and the county in the bright days

of the near future, dawning for Central California. 




The bank will move into its new

concrete structure about August, 1919. This new building is a model of its kind

and is equipped with the modern appliances of banks in the larger cities, viz.,

electric wiring protection, safe deposit vaults and accommodation for the

storage of private boxes. 




The organization of the bank was

due finally to the efforts of its president, Mr. Hulbert. Attempts had been

made to establish an institution, but not until Mr. Hulbert and Mr. Werner put

their shoulders to the wheel, was the organization completed. Mr. Hulbert is

the leading spirit of Del Rey and is now erecting three substantial buildings,

with a frontage of ninety-six feet. These buildings are to be occupied by

entirely new concerns which will add much to the now constantly growing

prospects of Del Rev. 




 




RT. REV. LOUIS CHILDS SANFORD, D.D.




 




The Rt. Rev. Louis Childs

Sanford, D.D., first bishop of the Episcopal Missionary District of San

Joaquin, was born at Bristol, R. I., July 27, 1867. He was educated in the

public schools of his home town and then entered Brown University, from which

he was graduated in 1888, with the degree A.B. His desire had been to enter the

ministry of the Episcopal Church and his studies were directed along those

lines. He was graduated from the Episcopal Theological School of Cambridge,

Mass., in 1892, and received the degree S.T.B. In 1913 Brown University

conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. After graduating from the

theological school at Cambridge he came to California and was appointed to the

pastorate of the Mission Church at Selma, Fresno County. He also served the

congregation of Fowler, and it was through his ministrations that the present

edifice was erected in that town. From 1898 until 1900 he was rector of the

Episcopal Church at Salinas, Monterey County, and for the next seven years he

was stationed in .San Francisco as rector of St. John's Episcopal Church. The

years 1908-1910 he served as secretary of the Eighth Missionary Department of

the Episcopal Church, which included all of the United States west of the Rocky

Mountains. His circle of friends increased; and many congratulations were

received upon his election, in October, 1910, at the general convention held in

Cincinnati, Ohio, to the bishopric of the Episcopal Missionary District of San

Joaquin. He was consecrated in St. John's Church, San Francisco, on January 25,

1911, and at once assumed the duties of his office with Fresno as his home. 




The Missionary District of San

Joaquin was constituted in October, 1910, it being the fourth division of the

Diocese of California. Rev. Louis Childs Sanford was nominated for bishop and

was elected without opposition. The district comprises fourteen counties in

Central California; viz., Fresno, Madera, Merced, Stanislaus, San Joaquin,

Kings, Tulare, Kern, Calaveras, Tuolumne, Mariposa, Alpine, Inyo and Mono. The

primary convocation of the district was held in St. James Episcopal Church in

Fresno on May 9, 1911, with an attendance of eleven clergy and twenty-five lay

delegates, representing twelve parishes and missions. Rev. L. A. Wood was elected

secretary and registrar, and the first council of advice consisted of Revs. H.

S. Hanson, G. R. E. MacDonald, H. C. B. Gill and B. L. Barney. The bishop

announced the selection of Fresno as the see city of the district. St. James

Episcopal Parish Church became the Pro-Cathedral of the district in December,

1911. The bishop nominated Rev. G. R. E. MacDonald first dean of the

Pro-Cathedral, and he was installed on May 12, 1912. The activity of the bishop

and his superb leadership on all occasions, together with the loyal support of

the clergy and laity of his district, are evident in every department of church

work and church life. Under his able leadership the debt of the church has been

liquidated and, as the country of the district has been more thickly populated,

new churches and missions have been established, among which we mention the

Mission of the Holy Spirit, erected at the corner of Van Ness and McKinley

Avenues, with Rev. F. G. Williams, vicar in charge. The ground upon which St.

James Pro-Cathedral stands consists of six lots fronting 150 feet on Fresno

Street and 150 feet on N Street, all very valuable property. 




Bishop Sanford was united in

marriage with Ellison Vernon, a native of London, England, and they have three

children: Edward, born on December 17, 1902: Mary, born on March 27, 1906: and

Royal, born on March 7, 1910. Rt. Rev. Sanford, aside from his duties as

bishop, is very active in civic and kindred work. He is treasurer of Fresno

Chapter of the Red Cross, a& well as active in all war and relief work.

Fraternally, he is a member of the Zeta Psi. 




 




JOSEPH MARTIN GRAHAM.




 




Among the successful and public-spirited

dairymen of Solano and Fresno Counties was Joseph Martin Graham, who was liked

by all who knew him and who attained his prosperity, partly, as he himself used

to say, because of the wise counsel and unfailing sympathy of his excellent

wife, who has survived him. She both understood and attended to his wants and

comfort, and since his death she has shown much natural ability in her

management of the interests left to her care. 




Mr. Graham was born in the north

of Ireland, of Scotch descent, in 1861, and as an infant came with his parents

to New York City, after which he was reared at Port Byron in New York state.

His father, William Graham, had married Mary J. Martin: and about 1875 they

came west to Solano .County and located at Benicia, when they engaged in the dairy

business, continuing in that field of activity until they died. There were five

children, four girls and a boy; and Joseph was the second oldest. While working

in San Francisco, he attended the night school, thus paying for his education;

and being quick in learning, he soon obtained a good schooling. He was

naturally a good mathematician, was a wide reader, and had the blessing of a

good memory. 




On September 26, 1888, he was

married in San Francisco to Miss Nellie Agnes Drum, who was born at Mokelumne

Hill, in Calaveras County, the daughter of Patrick Drum, a native of Ireland

who came to New Jersey, with his parents, where he was reared to manhood. When

the gold excitement in California drew thousands west he came with the tide

across the plains and mined at Mokelumne Hill; and later in California he

married Bridget Brady, a pioneer. He followed mining for many years and then

settled at Antioch, where he was a farmer and dairyman until he died. Mrs. Drum

died in Dixon, Cal, the mother of two boys and two girls. A brother, Henry, who

died when he was nineteen, and Mrs. Graham were twins. She received her

education in San Francisco in old St. Mary's Academy, which was conducted by

the Sisters of Mercy on Rincon Hill, and there completed the course with honors.






After their marriage, Mr. and

Mrs. Graham engaged in dairying, and soon they bought a ranch one and a half

miles south of Cordelia in Solano County. It was known as the old Page ranch,

but after they bought it, it was always and is to this day called the Graham

ranch. He became an extensive dairyman, and at one time he had four different

dairies in operation and milked no less than four hundred cows. In those early

days they panned all the milk and skimmed it by hand. They used horse-power in

making butter and cheese, and their brand of "G. Butter" became

famous. Mr. Graham ran four dairies and shipped the milk to San Francisco,

sending as many as forty-two ten-gallon cans a day. They had a ranch of 640

acres, finely adapted for dairy purposes, and it attracted attention as a model

farm. 




The oldest son, Joe, of this

worthy couple died of appendicitis, and on a trip to Fresno to dispel his

sorrow, Mr. Graham bought an eighty-acre vineyard west of Fresno. Three years

later they rented their ranch at Cordelia and in October, 1909, he moved their

dairy herd to Fresno County. He always rented his eighty-acre vineyard on

California Avenue to others. Bringing his dairy-herd, he leased his present

ranch from D. C. Sample and continued dairying. The vineyard still belongs to

the estate. In 1912, Mr. Graham bought the place they had been renting,

comprising 160 acres on Belmont Avenue, ten miles west of Fresno; and there he

continued successfully in business until he died, on August 11, 1916. 




Mr. Graham was a trustee of the

Houghton school district, and was much interested in the cause of education. He

was a member of the Knights of Pythias, and in national politics was a

Republican. He supported generously all movements for local uplift. Since Mr.

Graham's death, Mrs. Graham has continued the business and is meeting with

deserved success. She has a herd of sixty milk cows and uses the Empire Milking

Machine. They have an electric pumping-plant for irrigating their broad fields

of alfalfa and use a gas engine for power-milking and another for their

domestic water plant. Mrs. Graham is a member of the San Joaquin Valley Milk

Producers' Association, and is a stockholder in the Danish Creamery

Association. She also belongs to the California Associated Raisin Company. 




Ten children were given Mr. and

Mrs. Graham, and seven were privileged to grow up: Eunice was the wife of

Maurice Burns who died at Benicia on October 12, 1918, and Mrs. Burns and her

one child, Raymond Lee, now reside with Mrs. Graham; Joseph William's death has

already been referred to; Eloise C. manages the Graham Dairy; Edna is a

graduate of the Kerman Union High School; Nellie is also a graduate of Kerman

Union High as well as Heald's Business College, Fresno; Cyrus and Howard are

operating the ranch for their mother. The children are all very helpful and

thoughtful for their mother, being ambitious to succeed and always busy and

dependable, assisting her in their respective ways in the management of her

large affairs. Mrs. Graham, like her esteemed husband, is a friend of popular

education, and serves as trustee of the Houghton school district. 




 




JOHN MARION CARTWRIGHT.




 




Among the representatives of

historic families, who have contributed largely toward the development of our

American commonwealth, is J. M. Cartwright, a progressive businessman and

public-spirited citizen, who has become the leading man of affairs at Malaga,

where he manufactures the widely known Cartwright Pruning Shears that now meets

over ninety percent, of the requirements of the Pacific Coast trade. He is the

seventh in order of birth in a family of eight children — five sons and two

daughters — and was born at Willows, then in Colusa, but now in Glenn County,

March 16, 1874; and there he lived until the winter of 1885. 




When John Cartwright, the father,

in the middle eighties, bought forty acres from the Briggs' estate, and began

farming two miles southwest of Malaga, his enterprise affected the residence of

J. M. and helped to shape the later course of his life. The town had just then

been laid out, subdivided and sold; and having learned the blacksmith's trade

at his birthplace, near Charleston in Coles County, Ill., the prospect of

development there attracted the artisan. This fact as to the father's handiwork

is all the more interesting, because the Cartwright family — so distinguished

through such members as George Cartwright, the English traveler who explored

and wrote about Labrador; John Cartwright, the English author who advocated

peace with the American Colonies; Peter Cartwright, the apostle of Methodism; Mr.

Richard John Cartwright, the Canadian statesman; and Dr. Samuel Cartwright,

General Jackson's surgeon, — received its name from the occupation of the

founders, and a branch 'of the family is still conducting a wagon-making

factory in England. 




J. M.'s grandfather was Reddick

Cartwright, a pioneer of Coles County who came there from North Carolina, was a

second cousin of Peter Cartwright, the famous circuit rider just referred to,

and was said to have been a man of great physical strength, as was his son,

John Cartwright, our subject's father. The latter was one of a family of

twenty-three children. He was also distinguished for his moral and mental

qualities, and these found expression in his work as a minister of the Baptist

Church, which ordained him in Boone County, Iowa, whither the Cartwrights had

removed. He had learned the blacksmith trade and wheelwright trade in Illinois,

as has been said, and was such a first-class workman and mechanic that, arriving

in California, he was able to help himself and his family much better than the

average pioneer. 




The elder Cartwright first

settled at Butte City in Colusa County, and in time became a large

wheat-raiser, having as high as 3,000 acres. It was when he came to Fresno, in

1885, however, and set out a vineyard, and realized his wants in a somewhat

primitive community, that he was led to take a step even momentous in the

history of his family. He needed some pruning shears, and finding none adapted

to the local requirements, he set about to make a pair in his own little

blacksmith shop on the home farm. They proved to be better than anything on the

market, and neighboring ranchers having borrowed and used them, ordered some

for themselves. The result was that Mr. Cartwright made thirty pair the second year,

and two hundred pair the third year; and from that time the output has been

greater and greater each succeeding year. For the past thirty-three years the

Cartwrights have manufactured these shears, and now over 200.000 are in use. 




Mr. Cartwright makes three sizes

of the shears, one being a tree-shear with handles twenty-two inches long and

twenty-nine inches over all, while the over-all length of the others is

twenty-six and twenty-one inches respectively. They are used for pruning

grape-vines. The Cartwright pruning shears are recognized as the best on the

market today; and while retailing for three dollars a pair, they form ninety

percent, of the shears for this purpose now sold on the Pacific Coast. 




John Cartwright, the father, died

here aged sixty-seven years, but the mother, whose maiden name was Martha

Ashby, lived to be eighty, and was the last of a family of eighteen children.

She was born in Coles County, Ill., and grew up with Mr. Cartwright. 




J. M. Cartwright attended the

Fresno County public schools and also the high school at Fresno, and grew up to

work in his father's shop at Malaga. At the age of twenty-five he was married

to Miss Maud E. Wilkinson, the daughter of James Wilkinson, late of Le Grand,

Merced County, where her father died in 1918, aged sixty-three years. She was

born in Missouri and reared in Fresno County. Mr. and Mrs. Cartwright have two

children. Vera Mae and John Marion, Jr. The valuable years of our subject's

life, therefore, have been spent near Malaga, and there or in that vicinity has

he accomplished most. 




Among his enterprises is the

improvement of a forty-acre vineyard at Clovis, which he has since sold, for

even some of the lessons learned at forging for years in his father's shop

served him in other fields. When his father died, John Marion succeeded him as

the head of the business, buying out his brother's interest: although the old

name of the firm, J. Cartwright & Sons is still retained. In 1910, Mr.

Cartwright built his brick factory at Malaga; and since 1914 electricity has

been the power used. He employs from five to six workmen and continues to turn

out a strictly hand-made pruning shear, of oil-tempered steel, "the best

that is." The same year in which he constructed his shop, he built his

residence on Front Street, immediately south. 




Mr. Cartwright is a friend of

education and has served nine years on the Malaga school board. Politically he

is a Democrat, and fraternally belongs to Fresno Parlor, No. 25, N. S. G. W.,

and Central California Lodge, No. 343, I. O. O. F.. at Fresno. 




 




MAJOR M. SIDES.




 




Honored and conspicuous as one of

Selma's oldest living pioneers, it is easy to comprehend why Major M. Sides has

become Selma's foremost financier and equally distinguished as a highly

representative citizen. He was born seven miles southeast of Perryville, Perry County,

Mo., on January 27, 1838, and grew up on a farm in Missouri where his father,

Elihu Sides, died when the lad was only six years old. The father had come to Missouri

when he was a young man, a member of a family that came from England and was settled

here before the .American Revolution. Elihu Sides was a native of North Carolina,

and married Miss Daisy Welker. She died at the old homestead in Missouri, about

1875, aged seventy years or more, and her native state was Missouri. At the

death of her husband, Mrs. Sides was left to provide for six children: Almina,

the eldest, is the widow of Lawson Miller, and resides in Chicago. Marshall

married and lived in Missouri, where he farmed the old Sides' place: he was

taken with pneumonia and died, at the age of sixty, leaving a widow and a son.

Marion, (christened Newton Marion Sides) is the subject of our review. Belfina

became the wife of Frank Nance; she lived, married and died in Perry County, Mo.,

dwelling on a farm, and left two children. Veries, the fifth in order of birth,

served in Company M of the Missouri State Militia for three years, and then

reenlisted; he married in Missouri, and has four children, and he is now in the

Soldiers' Home at Sawtelle. Harry is a farmer in Perry County. Mo., is married

and has several children. 




Growing up on the little sixty-acre

farm that the father left, Marion had to live economically. He stayed at home

until he was twenty-one, to help his mother, having in the meantime a chance to

go to school for only three or four winters and for three or four months of

each season, and hardly was he ready to push out for himself when the Civil War

came on. He at once enlisted in Company M of the Missouri State Militia, where

Captain Lee Whybark appointed him sergeant; and having served for three years,

he entered Company D of the Forty-eighth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and there

arose to the position of Quartermaster of the regiment, was duly commissioned

Major and has since borne that title. He was mustered out in Chicago, and honorably

discharged in April, 1865, at the close of the war. 




After the long, hard service in

the field, Major Sides went home to Perry County, and there returned to the

plow, farming in Missouri for ten years. He next moved to Dent County, and

married the girl with whom he had become acquainted during the war, while he

was encamped in that county. After their marriage they lived awhile in Missouri:

and being taken up by his neighbors, Major Sides was elected to the legislature

from Dent County, and reelected, serving two terms. 




Stimulated by what he read in the

newspapers as to the completion of the Central Pacific and Union Pacific Railways,

and about the Golden State in general, Major Sides sold his farm and came to

California with his wife and two children. He first went to Petaluma, Sonoma

County, and from there came down to Ivingsburg, Fresno County, to look around;

and so favorably was he impressed with the southern end of Fresno County that

he wrote his wife to join him with the children. When he arrived in Fresno

County, about December 20, 1875, there was no Selma, and even Fresno City had

only about three hundred people, and there were scarcely fifteen to twenty

families at Kingsburg. He therefore came up toward what is now Selma, and took

up a soldier's homestead of 160 acres, two and a half miles north of the

present town site. The Southern Pacific Railroad graded its lands at that time,

and he bought a half section the second year, which later became the home of T.

B. Mathews. 




Major Sides was among the first

to foresee the necessity for irrigation, and that the settlers must have water

if they were to do much with their land. He accordingly helped to build the

Centerville and Kingsburg Ditch. He took one share in the ditch and he worked off

the payments with his span of horses, doing the excavating himself. Meanwhile,

when he was gone all the week, and returned only Saturday nights, he left his

wife and family in the little cabin on the homestead. But he was healthy, happy

and hopeful, and little by little "grew up with the country." He saw

the switch built at Selma, and he has seen every building go up in the town. He

has also welcomed everybody and everything, including the packing houses of

Libby, McNeill & Libby, and the organization of the raisin and other

associations. 




As is, elsewhere told in the more

detailed story of the First National Bank of Selma. Major Sides helped organize

the first bank here, namely a state bank called the Bank of Selma, which later

became the First National Bank, and for some time he has been the head of the

First National. Besides being a director in the Selma Savings Bank, he is also

a stockholder in the First National Bank of Fresno; the First National Bank of

Kingsburg; the First National Bank of Fowler; the First National Bank of

Caruthers, and the First National Bank of Sanger. However, he has been mainly

engaged in farming and horticulture. For eight or ten years he was a

grain-farmer; and when the ditches were built, he became a pioneer

horticulturist, having planted some of the first peaches as well as the first

grapes. He has thus improved several ranches, bringing each to a high state of

perfection, planting and cultivating in all over 500 acres. 




Major Sides was twice married.

His first wife was Miss Casander Mathews, a native of Dent County. Mo., the

daughter of Mrs. Birchie Mathews, a widow, and the mother of T. B. Mathews,

sketched elsewhere in this work. Mrs. Sides died in 1893, the mother of two

children: Ira, who died when he was twenty-one years old; and Effie, who

married C. F. Walker, and had one child, which also died. True to his first

wife's dying request, he deeded 120 acres of land to her brothers and sisters,

that they might be properly provided for. By his second marriage. Major Sides

became the husband of Miss Ollie M. Davies, a native of Tennessee, in which

state she was brought up, being educated at the Lebanon College for Girls. She

came to Selma about twenty-five years ago, and the following year was married.

Two sons blessed their union, the elder being Douglass R. Sides, a graduate of

the Selma High School and the University of California, and the younger, Thomas

Marion, who is a graduate of the Mt. Tamalpais Military Academy and will go to

the State University in the fall of 1919. Douglass, who was in the base

hospital service abroad for eighteen months, returned from France in May, 1919,

safe and sound, and was honorably discharged. 




Major Sides was brought up in the

Methodist Episcopal Church South, but Mrs. Sides and her family were

Presbyterians, and in that church she is a member of the Ladies' Aid Society,

and also an active Red Cross worker. The Major helped to erect the first

building occupied by the Presbyterian congregation of Selma, a small and

unpretentious house of worship, in California style, on the site of the present

magnificent brick edifice, costing $30,000, at the corner of Selma and Mill

Streets, which is the third church home put up on that spot. He also helped to

build the second church building, which was a good-sized frame structure, and

for twenty years he has served on the board of trustees. He built his fine

residence at 1333 East Street, Selma, in 1904, and there, roundabout, he has

twenty acres, ten on each side of the road. A safe, conservative and excellent

business man, and a most patriotic citizen. Major Sides has repeatedly been

urged, since coming to California, to accept public office, and as repeatedly

he has declined the honor: yet, in the light of his actual record as soldier

and private citizen commissioned with important affairs, where could a Californian

he found more imbued with the conviction that public office is a public trust,

and that honor lies in service to fellowmen? 




 




CHRIS JORGENSEN.




 




After many years of faithful

public service in Fresno County, Chris Jorgensen has been reelected time and

again to the responsible office of supervisor, while his associates have

honored him for the past ten years by selecting him as chairman of the board.

So long has been his identification with this county and so intimate his

associations with local development that, viewing the remarkable transformation

wrought within his memory, he may well exclaim, "All of which I saw, and

part of which I was." Great, however, as has been his activity in general,

it is as supervisor that the people of his home county most appreciate Chris

Jorgensen, who has served them in that office for more than fourteen years,

being chosen by a large majority at each election. His mind and heart have been

engrossed in the well-being of the county, and such has been his success in the

solution of many difficult problems, that his fellow citizens more and more

have reposed their confidence in him. 




Born at Middelfard, Fyen,

Denmark, on May 18, 1859. Chris was the son of Jorgen and Nora Jorgensen, who

passed their entire life in Denmark. His father was a cabinetmaker engaged in

the manufacturing of furniture. There were five children in the family, and besides

himself, three sisters now reside in Fresno County, while a brother still lives

at the old home. Mr. Jorgensen received a thorough education in the excellent

Danish common and high schools, supplemented by a course in the Agricultural

College. An aunt having come to Fresno County about 1876, and hearing through

her of the resources and unrivalled opportunities in California, he determined

to live under the Stars and Stripes. In 1880, therefore, he crossed the ocean

and moved westward as far as Atlantic, Iowa, where he was employed at farming

until 1881, and then he came on to Fresno County. For a while he worked in the

Central Colony, and thereafter located in West Park, where he purchased a

ranch. While improving it, he was also engaged in grain-farming, and for nine

years he ran a large outfit, with the usual vicissitudes of the grain-producer

in those days. During these years he also used his teams in preparing lands and

setting out vineyards, thus gaining valuable experience and becoming an

authority on viticulture. 




When the American Vineyard

Company was organized. Mr. Jorgensen became their superintendent and attended

to the preparation of their lands; they began in a small way, and he set out

their first vineyard. The company branched out and from time to time increased

their holdings, until it owned and operated over 600 acres. He became a

stockholder and director, and finally was selected associate manager. He built

their first packing-house on the West Park ranch, and in it installed one of

the first raisin-stemmers, which was run by hand power. Afterwards they built

packing-houses on their other ranches, which were equipped with modern

machinery. At the end of twenty-one years of invaluable service as

superintendent and associate manager, Mr. Jorgensen resigned from the direction

of the American Vineyard Company, in March, 1914. 




During his years of planning with

the other members of the board, Mr. Jorgensen has seen much permanent

improvements and building accomplished. These include the County Almshouse, the

rebuilding of the County Orphanage, the erection of an annex to the County

Hospital, and the remodeling of the old hospital. The Fair Grounds have also

been greatly improved and beautified. Large cement bridges have been built over

the San Joaquin and Kings Rivers and the Fish Slough, and there has been much

building of new roads and improving of old ones. In 1919 the supervisors united

on a bond issue of $4,800,000, which was voted, and with this additional money

they improved the 315 miles of roads in the county. 




Mr. Jorgensen was one of the

original stockholders of the Union National Bank of Fresno, and he is still a

member of its board of directors. He is a director in the Fresno Savings Bank,

and has been for many years president of the Scandinavian Mutual Fire Insurance

Company. He was also interested in the organization of the Danish Creamery

Association; he is a member of the California Associated Raisin Company, has

been a supporter of all the raisin associations from the first, and has been a

director of the California Peach Growers, Inc., from the time of its

organization in May, 1915. 




At Fresno, Mr. Jorgensen was married

to Miss Hannah Larsen, also a native of Fyen, Denmark, who came to Fresno in

1883, and they have had three children: Chris P., a rancher and viticulturist

in this district; Boletta, a graduate of the San Jose State Normal and a

teacher here until her death in April, 1918; and Fannie, at home with her

parents. 




Mr. Jorgensen was made a Mason in

Las Palmas Lodge, No. 266, F. & A. M., and he is a member of the Fresno

Consistory, No. 8, Scottish Rite bodies. He belongs to Islam Temple, A. A. O.

N. M. S.. San Francisco, and he is a member of the Danish Brotherhood. Still in

the prime of life, with apparently many years of usefulness before him, Mr.

Jorgensen already enjoys a prestige and confidence accorded to but few. 




 




CHRISTIAN BACHTOLD.




 




Interesting both as a pioneer of

the eventful "boom" eighties, and as the Nestor of Selma's men of

commerce, hiving been in business continuously here longer than anyone else,

Christian Bachtold enjoys the esteem and good will of all who know him, and

especially of all who have had business dealings with him. He was born at Schafthausen,

the beautiful "Niagara of Switzerland," on January 20, 1853, and

there received his elementary education. When about thirteen he was confirmed

in the Evangelist Reformed Church of Switzerland, in the faith of Zwingli, and

at sixteen he was apprenticed to a miller, taking a position in the large

merchant flour mill at Stuhlingen, in Baden, just across the line of

Switzerland, where he worked for three years. He still possesses the

certificate of his proficiency as a journeyman miller, issued to him at the end

of his apprenticeship, which he prizes highly, as he also has the passport

issued to him by the Swiss Republic, permitting him to leave his beloved

fatherland, in order to come to another Republic that was to become to him

quite as dear. 




For a year he worked as a

journeyman miller in Alsace-Lorraine and Belgium, and then he sailed from Antwerp

for New York, by way of Liverpool, arriving at the old Castle Garden on May 1,

1873. He had a brother at Syracuse, N. Y., and having made his way to that city,

he engaged as a miller with the Jacob Amos Flouring Mills in Syracuse, with

which concern he remained for a couple of years. Then he came west by rail to

the Coast, arriving in San Francisco, in December, 1875. 




Having answered an advertisement

of George McNear, at Petaluma, he engaged with him as his first miller in his

large steam mill at Petaluma, and after two years of successful employment, he

arranged to go out to Winnemucca. Nev. This engagement was effected through

John Frey, whom he met at San Francisco, and who promised him the position of

head miller in the Charles Kemler mill at Winnemucca. For eight years he

remained at Winnemucca, and then he returned to San Francisco. There Jacob

Hauptli induced him to come to Selma in January, 1886, to see the mill property

which he had bought at sheriff's sale, and to buy the same for himself; and on

the fifth of April he took possession. 




The Selma mill certainly had a

history. It was built by Samuel. Jacob and William Frey, fellow countrymen of

Mr. Bachtold's, completed in 1880 and fitted with machinery hauled from

Bakersfield. It was originally built as a water-mill, water being provided by

the Centerville and Kingsburg Canal; and later the Freys' put in a seventy-five

horsepower steam engine, so that the establishment was a four-burr steam and

water-mill when Mr. Bachtold bought it. The Freys became financially

embarrassed and were closed out by the sheriff. As already stated, Mr. Bachtold

took charge in the spring of 1886; and ten years later, in December, fire

destroyed the old mill, after its owner had changed it to a roller mill, and

changed the name to the Selma Flouring Mills. It was partly insured, but Mr.

Bachtold lost $12,000 by the conflagration. 




In ninety days, however, he had

the present mill running, and this new establishment also goes by the name of

the Selma Fouring Mills. It has a capacity of seventy barrels of wheat flour

daily, and there is a full equipment for crushing barley and grinding corn

meal. This means really a capacity of three and a half tons of wheat per day,

of twelve hours, and this is manufactured into the Charter Oak Flour, and

Magnolia brands, justly famous throughout the San Joaquin Valley for their

purity and high quality. Approximately 15,000 sacks of barley are also worked

up in a year, and this is prepared for feed by rolling, steaming and crushing.

Mr. Bachtold, in addition, buys about 150 tons of corn per year, which he makes

into corn meal and feed. To meet California conditions, he has made a special

study of all kinds of stock and poultry foods, and he prepares a number of

special brands, such as the Imperial Chicken Food, and the Imperial Egg Food.

He also carries a full line of mill stuffs, while the grain, and corn he uses

are largely grown in Fresno, Madera and Kings Counties. In 1908, Mr. Bachtold

equipped his mill with electricity, but he retains a seventy-five horsepower

steam engine in reserve. 




In 1888, Mr. Bachtold was married

to Mrs. Libbie Hartman, nee Hursh, a native of Indiana, who had three children

by her first husband, all of whom are now living in San Francisco. One child,

John C. Bachtold, a partner with his father in the Selma Flouring Mills and

acting as the outside man, resulted from the second union. He was married, in

turn, in Selma, to Miss Ada Snyder, a daughter of C. C. Snyder, and a

granddaughter of Selma's well-known pioneer of the same name, whose life-story is

elsewhere given in this work. He stood high as a Mason, and was one of the four

original townsite men of Selma. They are the parents of two children, Dorris

and Max. 




These descendants of Mr. Bachtold

recall the matter of his progenitors. His father was Hans Kasper, who married

Verena Meier; and they both were born, married, lived and died in Switzerland.

His father was a tool-smith, who made all kinds of tools and razors. Our

subject, therefore, is a fine mixture of the old Roman and German blood. He was

brought up, on account of his particular environment in that corner of

Switzerland, to use the German language, but he also became proficient in

French and in English. Most of his parents and grandparents have lived to

become between eighty and ninety years old. It "runs in the family"

to have large heads, full chests, square shoulders and powerful hands and arms.






In 1904 Mr. Bachtold bought and

rebuilt his residence in the block northeast of the mill. On February 5, 1897,

his fellow townsmen presented him with a fine regulator clock, which still

adorns the office of this mill. It is inscribed: "Presented to C. Bachtold

by his friends of Selma, February 3, 1897." His friends surprised him,

took possession of the mill, and old and young danced there until the small

hours of the morning. 




Mr. Bachtold was very active in

encouraging the establishing of a fire company in Selma, and encouraged the old

fire commission, a quasi-public organization for fighting fires in the early

days. The town of Selma was incorporated on November 15, 1893, and Mr. Bachtold

was elected to serve on its first board of trustees. He was repeatedly

reelected, and served eight years in all. In 1897 he was elected President of

the Board, practically Mayor of the town, and for years he served to the entire

satisfaction of everyone, and with great credit to himself. During the time

that he was on the city council, and largely through his efforts, the property

of the old fire commission was taken over by the city of Selma, which ever

since has maintained a very efficient fire department. There was considerable

wrangling about prices of the old fire apparatus, and it was largely through

his good judgment that an amicable adjustment of differences was made, and the

affairs of the old fire commission were finally settled. As mayor, Mr. Bachtold

kept strict tab on all the city's business, and he allowed no graft or

dishonesty on the part of the city officers. 




Mr. Bachtold served for many

years as vice-president of the Old State Bank of Selma, which was the

forerunner of the present First National Bank, and, together with T. B. Mathews

and Major M. Sides, he was among its early stockholders. He is now a

stockholder in the Selma National Bank, and is valued in all his transactions

for his honesty and integrity. In national affairs, Mr. Bachtold is a

Republican, of Progressive tendencies, and was a great admirer of the late Col.

Theodore Roosevelt and a stanch friend of Senator Hiram Johnson. He has clear

views and decided opinions on political matters pertaining to nation, state,

county and city, and at times he has made some enemies by the firm stand he has

taken. But even those who have opposed his political views are ready to admit

his honesty and sincerity. All in all. Mr. Bachtold is easily one of Selma's

most efficient, most valuable and most highly respected citizens. 




Mr. Bachtold is an honored member

of the Selma Lodge of the Knights of Pythias. He is also a prominent Mason, and

a member of the Selma Blue Lodge and the Royal Arch Chapter in Selma. He is

best known, however, as an Odd Fellow. He is Past Grand of the Selma Lodge of

the I. O. O. F., and helped organize Encampment No. 76, at Selma, of which he

has repeatedly been Chief Patriarch. He is the District Deputy of District No.

45, which includes Madera and Fresno Counties. 




 




DANIEL BROWN, JR.




 




One of the substantial and

prominent men of Fresno is Daniel Brown, Jr., formerly the president of the old

Fresno National Bank. A native son of the state, he was born in Petaluma,

Sonoma County, in 1863, a son of Daniel Brown, who was born in Tipperary,

Ireland, and who came to the United States in an early day and eventually came

to California via the Isthmus of Panama, arriving in 1851, when the excitement

over the discovery of gold was at its height. He engaged in the mercantile

business in San Francisco and in 1856 he started in the banking business in

Petaluma, whither he had moved a short time before, becoming vice-president of

the Wickersham Banking Company, and later president of the same and also

vice-president of the Savings Bank of Santa Rosa. He was well and favorably

known as one of the pioneers of Sonoma County and for the fifty years that he

made it his home, he was identified with almost every project that had for its

aim the development of the county. He died in 1902, active up to the last, in

the business that had been guided by his masterful mind for so many years. He

was one of the prominent Democrats of the county and served on the state and

county central committees at various times. His wife, formerly Annie Ferguson,

survived him. She had seven children, of whom Daniel Jr., is the second in

order of birth. 




Daniel Brown, Jr., was reared in

Petaluma and received his preliminary education in the public schools of that

city, after which he entered the University of California, then the Hastings

Law College, from which he was graduated in 1884 with the degree of LL.B. He

was admitted to the bar of the state and practiced his profession about a year.

He then secured a position in the cashier's office in the United States Mint at

San Francisco, where he remained until coming to Fresno in 1890. He was here

engaged in the livery business for six years, having a stable on I Street. In

1900 he accepted a position as assistant cashier of the Fresno National Bank,

in which he had been a director for several years. In 1902 he became cashier

and held that position until the death of the president. Mr. Patterson, when

Mr. Brown was made president of the institution, a position he occupied until

the bank was purchased by the Bank of Italy. He devoted many years to the

upbuilding of this bank, which was one of the most substantial organizations in

the San Joaquin Valley. When the bank was re-organized as the Fresno Branch of

the Bank of Italy, Mr. Brown became a director and chairman of the advisory

board, the position he now occupies. He is also a director of the Fresno

Building and Investment Company and the Central Land and Trust Company, besides

being interested in several other financial affairs, all of which have the

hearty cooperation of Mr. Brown, whose whole time is given over to the

management of the interests in which so many others have become interested, and

that have done much towards the development of the varied interests of both

city and county. Mr. Brown is a charter member of the Sequoia Club, University

Club, Sunnyside Country Club of Fresno, and the Bohemian Club of San Francisco.

Politically he supports the policies of the Democratic party and has served on

the county central committee for years. He is public-spirited, successful, and

among the most enterprising citizens of Fresno, in which city he wields a

strong influence for the good of the community. 




 




ADOLPH KREYENHAGEN.




 




A ranchman who started life with

the inestimable heritage of superior parentage, and who has, as might have been

expected, attained to a success that has enabled him not only to do well by

himself and his immediate circle, but to serve the state, in which he is a

loyal citizen, and to advance California husbandry on a large scale, is Adolph

Kreyenhagen, who was born near Gilroy, in Santa Clara County, on August 9,

1864, the son of Gustaf and Julia (Hering) Kreyenhagen, both of them natives of

Germany. The father enjoyed all the benefits of a higher education in his

native land, and when he sought greater freedom and opportunity in the United

States in 1846, he became a professor of Latin, Greek and mathematics in St.

Louis, Mo. Four children were born to the worthy couple there, but three died

in the city of their birth: the other, Emil, is now living near Coalinga. 




In 1854, aroused by the wonderful

stories of mining adventure coming from the Pacific Coast, the father hurried

across the Isthmus with thousands of others to California, and for a time

conducted a mercantile establishment in San Francisco. Then he located on a

ranch near Gilroy and at the same time he also operated the Peach Tree Ranch in

Monterey County and engaged in sheep-raising, but he had hardly begun to

prosper when he lost nearly all the sheep he had in the floods. This was in

1865. Then he removed to Los Banos, in Merced County, and there ran not only a

store, but a hotel and a stage station. The place was then a large center for

freighters who were hauling supplies from San Francisco to Visalia and

Bakersfield through the valley before the time of the railroads; and it was

almost impossible that one who rendered the proper service should not do well.

Mr. Kreyenhagen was just the man for such a place, although he was also

capable, as we shall see, of better things; and in thus maintaining his several

establishments, he contributed his share toward the rapid development of that

part of the state. 




In 1875, Mr. Kreyenhagen located

in Fresno County, at Posa Chene, now called Kirk Station, east of what is now

Coalinga. Once more he opened a general store and hotel, and went into the

sheep and cattle business as well; he built a sheep-shearing station and some

seasons handled as many as 150,000 sheep in the public corral. In 1887 he

retired, and three years later, the favorite of a large circle of friends, he

breathed his last. Among other notable holdings, the Fresno Hot Springs was

owned and managed by Mr. Kreyenhagen, and this famous resort is still the

property of the estate's heirs. His widow survived him until August 2, 1906,

passing away at Fresno Hot Springs. 




Adolph Kreyenhagen was reared in

this valley from 1865, coming to Fresno County in 1874, and receiving his

education in the public schools, St. Mary's College in San Francisco and at

Heald's Business College in the same city. From the time he was a boy, he rode

the range and learned the stock business and after his schooldays were over

devoted his entire time to it. Associated with his three brothers, Emil, Hugo

and Charles, they have engaged in cattle-raising and for the purpose purchased

and leased large tracts of land. They incorporated as Kreyenhagens,

Incorporated. They own 10,000 acres of land and lease about 37,000 acres more.

The three ranches they own are known by their Spanish names, Las Canoas, Zapato

Cheno and Las Polvaderas, and they are located southeast of Coalinga.

Kreyenhagens, Inc., is one of the largest cattle-growers and landowners in the

county. Their brand being the bar C, is a C with a bar through the center. The

brothers are also interested in the Hays Cattle Company of Kirkland, Ariz. For

two years they also owned and managed the Crescent Meat Market of Coalinga. In

early days, in fact, they did teaming and hauled freight between Posa Chene and

Gilroy, and between the former and Banta Station, using an eight or ten horse and

mule team for the purpose, usually taking ten days to make a round trip. While

their main business is cattle-raising, they generally sow about 2.000 acres to

grain each year. 




Adolph Kreyenhagen is a

stockholder in the A. P. May Company in Coalinga. He was one of the organizers

of the Bank of Coalinga, and a director until the consolidation with the First

National Bank, continuing as a stockholder in that substantial institution. 




Mr. Kreyenhagen was married in

Fresno, June 26, 1888, to Miss Elizabeth Crump, born on Fancher Creek, Fresno

County, the daughter of John G. and Nancy Ann (Cox) Crump, natives of Virginia

and Missouri, respectively. Her father crossed the plains in 1850 and was a

miner in Calaveras County. In 1861 he came to Fresno County and married Nancy

Ann Cox, who crossed the plains with her parents in 1849. In 1872 he located on

the West Side, becoming a cattle-grower and landowner in Warthan Canyon and was

a man of influence and prominence. Her parents passed away at their home. Mrs.

Kreyenhagen was reared and educated in this county, residing with her parents

until .her marriage to Mr. Kreyenhagen. They have three children: Edna is a

graduate of the University of California and was formerly a teacher in the

Coalinga Union High School. She is now the wife of Elmer M. Leinzen of San

Francisco. Theodore was educated in Hanford High and Oakland Polytechnic

College and resides on the home ranch where he is of invaluable help to his

father. He is also a director and secretary of Kreyenhagens, Inc., as well as a

stockholder in the Hays Cattle Company. Viola is still attending the Coalinga

High School. 




When Mr. Kreyenhagen came to Posa

Chene there were only a half dozen white families living here. The rest were

Mexicans living mostly in the mountains. The country was given over to

stockmen's camps at the few watering places. Mr. Kreyenhagen's father was the

first to begin raising grain on the West Side. Adolph Kreyenhagen now sees the

many opportunities that they had of obtaining valuable lands and water rights,

yet the early settlers did not grasp them as it was impossible to foresee the

future possibilities. In early days the Kreyenhagens sold 1,080 acres for $12

an acre — Sections 25-36-30-24 — that are now producing oil and are among the

most valuable in the Coalinga oil fields, being worth millions. Mr. Kreyenhagen

in 1895 planted the first fig orchard on the Zapato Cheno Ranch, the first figs

set out on the West Side. They have grown to gigantic size and produce

abundantly. He also set out a family orchard and finds that apricots, Bartlett

pears and plums do excellently, but the figs take the lead. Thus his

experimenting in fruits will undoubtedly someday also bring horticulture to the

front on the West Side. Mr. Kreyenhagen is enterprising, a believer in building

up the community, ever ready to assist others who have been less fortunate, but

always in an unostentatious manner. In fraternal matters he is a Modern

Woodman. Mrs. Kreyenhagen comes of a splendid family and is a very refined

woman, always encouraging her husband in his ambitions, and both hold an

estimable place in the hearts of the people of Coalinga, where they are among

the leading citizens. 




 




REV. F. FELICIAN FRITZLER.




 




As pastor of the Wartburg

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rev. F. Felician Fritzler is faithfully carrying

on the work to which he has been called. Of German parentage, he was born in

Southeastern Russia, and was educated in that country in the grade schools and

a school which corresponds to our high school, only that it includes two years

of university work. After finishing his education, he taught in the public and

high schools of his native land for nine and one-half years, in

"Norka" Russia. Seeking greater opportunities in the new world. Rev.

Mr. Fritzler arrived in New York, June 24, 1911, and from there went to

Atchison, Kans., where he entered the Theological Seminary, in the fall of

1911. He completed the course in the spring of 1914, and the following fall

entered the University of Nebraska, at Lincoln, and graduated from that

institution in June, 1915, with the degree of A. B. After his graduation. Rev. Mr.

Fritzler taught German in his Alma Mater for one year, during which he

completed his course for the Master's Degree. He was ordained a minister on

October 24, 1915, at Iowa City. While teaching at the state university he

organized a "Zoar'' Evangelical Lutheran Church at Havelock, Nebr., erected

a church, and secured its incorporation. 




On October 4, 1916, Rev. Mr.

Fritzler took his present charge, and since that date has worked unceasingly

for the welfare of his church and congregation. A highly educated man, with a

fluent command of English, he is meeting with deserved success in his labors

and is held in high esteem by his church members and by the community in

general. The Wartburg Evangelical Lutheran Church was first organized and

incorporated in r)04, the Rev. Lutz Horn being its first resident pastor. His

successor was Rev. H. S. Feix, who came in 1905 and erected the church

building; and he was followed by Rev. W. J. Roehmer, who remained as pastor

four years, and was succeeded by Rev. John Gutleben, after whose removal, the

pulpit was filled by William Brandes until Rev. Mr. Fritzler took the charge.

The church building has been remodeled and improved under the direction of the

present pastor. There are 250 communicants, a Ladies' Aid Society of forty-two

members, and a Sunday School of 174 members. 




 




LOUIS PETERSEN.




 




A model self-made man who has

contributed much to the development of Central California, both commercially

and in artistic matters, is Louis Petersen, the pioneer painting contractor of

Fresno, who was born at Seeland, Denmark, February 27, 1856. In his native land

he learned the trade of painter and followed it until coming to America in

1881. For a couple of years he worked at his trade in Chicago, and then he

located in South Dakota, where he took up a quarter section of government land,

proved up on the same, and remained there for four and a half years. This was

just long enough for him to lose all that he had put into the place, and he

came to California in the great "boom" year, broken in pocketbook, if

not in spirit. 




He was bound to succeed, however,

and so started again to work at his trade; at first in San Diego, and then in

Ventura County. Two years later, in 1889, he arrived in Fresno, and in 1890 he

bought ten acres of raw land near Selma, which he improved with vines and sold

at a good profit about twelve years later. 




In 1903 Mr. Petersen started in

business for himself as a contract painter; and in that field, where he

maintains his leadership, he is still active. He has painted the Brix Block and

residence, the Einstein residence, the Lynch Block, the Teilman residence, the

Milo Rowell block, and the Kern-Kay Hotel, as well as many others. He is a

member of the Painters Union of Fresno, and at one time was treasurer of the

Danish Brotherhood. 




Fortune has smiled upon Louis

Petersen, to the great satisfaction of his many friends, and he has been able

luckily to subdivide part of an acre he bought at 137 Seventh Street, his home

place, and to dispose of the same in choice building lots. He also owns other

real estate, including a flat building on O Street, and takes great pride in

maintaining the same in such "apple-pie order" as adds to the local

wealth and artistic standards of the neighborhood. 




 




CHARLES TEAGUE.




 




A prominent and unusually

successful operator of California land, who has handled the largest properties

in Fresno County and, while advancing his own interests, has aided thousands in

oppressed foreign lands to acquire a title to homesites in the Golden State, is

Charles Teague, who has sold a larger acreage to absentees than any other

operator in Fresno County. He pursued the policy of offering the best to people

who were not on the ground to make their own investigations. Even with this

conservative policy, home-seekers are often discouraged by hearing disparaging

statements relative to conditions in Fresno after their arrival — statements

emanating from local people who do not appreciate local advantages — which is

most discouraging to new arrivals. These new arrivals, however, have grown

wealthy on lands the wiseacres condemned. It is stated that ninety percent, of

the land sold by Mr. Teague was marketed for less than sixty dollars an acre.

Much of this property has sold, after being planted to vineyard and orchard,

for more than a thousand dollars an acre, and there is not an acre that has not

greatly advanced in value. Mr. Teague has always had the greatest faith in

Central California, and contends that the opportunities are as good in Fresno

now as at any previous time. 




Mr. Teague is a native of

Devonshire, England, where he was born in March, 1869. His father was William

T. Teague, who came to San Francisco in 1871, bringing his family with him. The

lad attended the San Francisco schools until 1881, when he came to Fresno. By

1890 he had acquired land for himself, and ever since then he has been buying

and selling California acreage. In 1892 he organized the Shephard-Teague Land

Company, and in 1912 he brought into existence the Teague Investment Company,

of which he is president and manager. He is also interested in and manager of

several other large land companies. 




Through his efforts, mainly, the

First National Bank of Clovis was organized in 1912, and he was its president

for several years, until he could no longer devote his time to the institution.

He organized the Producers' Oil Company, the first company to develop oil in

commercial quantities in the Midway field; and in the spring of 1913, when the

fate of the Associated Raisin Company was in the balance, the future of that

concern was assured largely through Mr. Teague's public-spiritedness and

sacrifice. According to the Fresno Republican of that period, it was Mr.

Teague's energetic action that saved the day. He was the first subscriber for

stock, opening the offering with a subscription of $2,500; "and

then," says the report, "came what had been expected and feared — the

dropping out of the stockholders until no more takers were heard. One of the

most critical moments in the meeting had come, and Charles Teague proved

himself equal to the occasion. 'I will take $500, if nine others will do

likewise,' shouted Mr. Teague from his seat. Immediately there was a rush of

takers, which filled his order. Finding that assuming the leadership brought

results, Teague came back with the proposition that he would take another $250

worth of stock if nine others would take like amounts. Again his challenge was

accepted, and another $2,500 was added to the list and twenty-five more squares

erased from the blackboard." When the subscriptions were closed, it was found

that Mr. Teague was third on the list, having pledged himself altogether for

the sum of $4,250 in order to steady the Associated Raisin Company. 




Mr. Teague has disposed to

advantage of the most extensive properties in Fresno County, and has interested

an immense amount of capital to invest in this section. He has ever been as

eager to assist families without means to settle here, giving such attractive

and favorable terms as would enable them to pay for their lands out of a

portion of their crops. Many of the settlers in this community, assisted by Mr.

Teague, have thus become among the most prosperous ranchmen in Fresno County. 




As an illustration of Mr.

Teague's practical public spirit it may be mentioned that after the outbreak of

the World's War in 1914, when a committee was formed in San Francisco to offer

the Belgians land in California, Mr. Teague immediately designated 500 acres of

his Fresno County holdings to be subdivided for them, "and stated that he

would not accept any money on the land until it had produced a crop, and then

only would he take annual payments. He also agreed to give the refugees

employment until their lands were productive, to guarantee their grocery bills,

and finally to have an impartial body of appraisers fix the value of the land,

and the moneys due him. Before and since then, Mr. Teague has colonized 60,000

acres in Fresno County, and has brought in families from all over the United

States and Europe. 




Charles Teague was married to Marguerite

E. Butters, the ceremony taking place on August 14, 1913. The bride is a

daughter of the late Henry A. Butters, of San Francisco, the capitalist of

South African fame. Mr. Teague is one of the organizers of the Sunnyside

Country Club of Fresno. 




 




WILLIAM RENNIE.




 




Full of opportunity for travel

and, it is fair to assume, of good, old-fashioned adventure, with more than a

suggestion of the romantic, was the early career of the subject of this very

interesting sketch, a native of "bonnie Scotland" and the son of William

and Elizabeth (Rennie) Rennie of Stirlingshire, and members of the clan made

famous through John Rennie, the British engineer and architect. William Rennie

was a coal operator and coke and iron manufacturer in Stirlingshire, and he had

offices in Glasgow, in which city, so favorably situated on the bustling and

beautiful banks of the Clyde, he resided with his family. His brilliant career,

however, was cut short by death when he was only thirty-nine years of age, so

that the three of the five children who grew to maturity were all too soon

deprived of an invaluable leader. 




The second eldest in the family,

William was reared in the country so dear to every Scottish heart, and in old

but progressive Glasgow, a city as live with the spirit of modern times as it

is full of the traditions of the past, he was educated. Arriving at the age of

fourteen, he entered the Loretto School near Edinburgh, and at eighteen left

the class-room to spend a year in travel over the Continent. 




Attaining his majority enriched through

such advantages, William went to New Zealand, a long trip to most Americans,

but rather a matter-of-fact experience for a Britisher; and for six busy years

he was with the New Zealand-Australian Land Company. After a while, a longing

to see the old folks at home led him to start back, and in 1886 he got as far

as San Francisco, but he did not reach his ancestral hearth until eighteen

years later. He arrived on the Pacific Coast just at the beginning of the great

"boom" in California, and from San Francisco he went to Napa County

where, with his brother James, he took up the dry-wine manufacture. The firm

was known as Rennie Bros., and their headquarters were at St. Helena. Thus,

when he first reached the State, he got into the wine business, and he has been

identified with it for thirty fruitful years, during which time he did much to

raise the standards governing that industry. He bought property in St. Helena,

Napa County, set out his vineyard, and constantly adding improvements, kept it

until 1904 when he sold it. Besides building the finely-planned and equipped

winery at St. Helena, he was also instrumental in putting up the first stone

bridge — of gray stone blocks — constructed in Napa County. 




When Mr. Rennie came to Fresno

County in 1900, he took charge of the Barton Vineyard which included 960 acres

of land situated about two and a half miles northeast of the court house,

succeeding Colonel Trevalyan who had been superintendent of the place for

fourteen or fifteen years. Wine, raisin and table grapes were grown, and there

was plenty to do. The Barton Vineyard, in fact, was one of the first vineyards

to be set out in that section; there were 150 acres given to raisin grapes, 100

to table grapes, and 500 to wine grapes; 100 acres were also devoted to grain

and buildings; 4,500 tons of grapes a year were turned into wine, making about

325.000 gallons of the favorite beverage; while for ten years, from 1905 to

1915, the average crush was 11,800 tons, aggregating almost one million gallons

of wine, and from 100,000 to 250.000 gallons of commercial brandy a year. In

1915, however, fire destroyed a part of the winery, causing a loss of $190,000,

including cooperage, wine-making machinery and buildings, and 800,000 gallons of

wine. 




Mr. Rennie also owns other

acreage devoted to horticulture and viticulture, and he is interested in

quicksilver mining in Napa County. He was a director in the Central Bank of

California at Fresno, and both because of striking personality and high,

unswerving standards in all of his business methods, and his long career as a

man of affairs, he is still looked to as a pillar of financial strength and a

leader whose experience and judgment are of real value in commercial

undertakings. He is a stanch Republican and Protectionist, and not only

supports every movement for the betterment of the locality, but takes an active

part in national politics and the advancement of American political and

commercial interests. 




Modest by nature, yet

liberal-hearted, Mr. Rennie finds pleasure in doing and giving, but all his

benefactions are wrought in an unostentatious manner, so that often the right

hand does not know what the left has accomplished. Particularly may he be proud

of his Masonic record, for he was made a Mason in one night, by special

dispensation of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, at the Robert Burns Lodge at

Dumfries. He was also a member of the Knight Templars and affiliated with the

Napa Commandery. 




Two children, a daughter and a

son, are the joy of Mr. and Mrs. Rennie's home. Miss Elizabeth leads in social

movements, while William Rennie is at present serving in the United States

Army, and was recently for thirteen months over-seas. He belonged to the

American Expeditionary Forces that have effected so much for the military glory

of the nation; and, just before the armistice was signed, he passed all the

requisite examinations as a candidate for officer. 




 




CHARLES G. BONNER.




 




In the life of this successful

citizen of Fresno are illustrated the results of perseverance and energy,

coupled with judicious management and strict integrity. He is a citizen of whom

any community might well be proud, for men possessing the fundamental

characteristics of which Charles G. Bonner is heir have ever been regarded as

bulwarks of their communities. A native son of the Golden State, he was born in

San Francisco, February 4, 1869, the youngest child and only son of Charles and

Rosa (Gore) Bonner. Charles Bonner was born in Canada and was a descendant of

an old and honored family of New York State. At the age of sixteen he came to

California, via Panama, and upon his arrival went to the mines and in time he

became an expert mining man. He went to Nevada and became superintendent of the

Gould Curry mine at Virginia City. He died in San Francisco in 1871. His wife

was born in Cambridge, Mass., and was a granddaughter of ex-Governor Gore of

Massachusetts. She came to California in an early day, where she grew up and

was married to Mr. Bonner. She passed away in San Francisco. 




Charles G. Bonner was educated in

the schools of San Francisco and in the University of California, which he

entered in 1885 and from which he was graduated four years later with the

degree of B.S. It was that same year that he came to Fresno County and

purchased an interest in a tract of some 640 acres of land, from his stepfather

Mr. Frank Locan. Of this tract 400 acres was set to vines and trees, and on the

balance stock and alfalfa were raised. In 1892 the property was incorporated as

the Bonner Vineyard, with Mr. Bonner as president, the existing partnership

with Mr. Locan having been dissolved. From a modest beginning the Bonner

Vineyard became a business of large proportions. Mr. Bonner began buying and

shipping raisins and as the business expanded he erected a packing house

suitably equipped to fill his demands, the machinery being operated by steam

power. 




In 1899 Mr. Bonner formed an association

with James Madison, then of San Francisco, in the packing and shipping of fruit,

the firm being known as Madison and Bonner, under which title it was

incorporated in 1903, with Mr. Bonner as secretary and manager. The company own

five acres at Locan's spur where the packing company located. In 1911 Mr.

Bonner succeeded to the ownership of the business, the Bonner Packing Company

being among the largest of its kind in the county and having a large volume of

business. The same year the entire plant was destroyed by fire and the

following year Mr. Bonner rebuilt and today owns one of the best equipped

plants in the entire valley. The business extends throughout the United States

and Canada. 




The first marriage of Charles G.

Bonner took place in Boston, in 1893, when Louise Tripp, a native of Fairhaven,

Mass., became his wife. She died in San Francisco in 1895 leaving one daughter.

Beatrice Louise. The second marriage was celebrated in 1903 in San Francisco,

Marie Wolters, born in Sierra County, becoming his wife. Her father J. C.

Wolters, was one of the founders of the Wolters Colony in Fresno County. Two

children have blessed this union, Doris and Charles G., Jr. Mr. Bonner is a

member of Fresno Lodge No. 439, B. P. O. Elks: holds membership in the Chamber

of Commerce of Fresno; is a charter member of the University and Sequoia Clubs,

also the Sunnyside Country Club: and belongs to the Commercial Club. He is a

stanch Republican, a booster for Fresno County and a man who has made and

retained friends wherever he has been. 




During the World War he served on

the Exemption Board in Fresno. District No. 2. 




 




ROBERT D. CHITTENDEN.




 




An enthusiastic promotor of good

roads and kindred advancements, and a student with wide experience of public

transportation, is Robert D. Chittenden, the enterprising President of the

California Road and Street Improvement Company. His parents, now both deceased,

were J. W. and Mary C. Chittenden, farmer folk of the sturdy, honest sort so

helpful to our expanding country; and it is probably as a farmer's lad, in the

days when American country roads were none the best, that he first had his

attention directed to the great gain in store for the agriculturist if he would

but solve the problem of a quicker, perhaps shorter and, therefore, more

economical route between his outlying farm and the city market. 




Born in Indiana February 30,

1870, Robert was educated in the public schools of the East. When he came out

to the West, in November, 1887, he engaged in the fruit business and he helped

install and operate the first raisin seeding outfit in this country. In 1903 he

was elected on the Democratic ticket to the office of public administrator, for

a term of four years, and from 1907 to 1911 he was sheriff of Fresno County.

Mr. Chittenden's next move was to experiment with street paving and road

construction, and in the years intervening, his company has come to do much

work in California. This manifestation of enterprise has been responded to by

state and county authorities, and Mr. Chittenden has frequently employed large

forces of men. 




In 1907, Mr. Chittenden and

Corynne L. Jones were united in matrimony, the ceremony being solemnized at

Fresno; and today two children — Russell and Catherine — brighten the

Chittenden home. The family worship as Protestants. 




He is a stanch advocate of good

roads everywhere, and believes there should be at least one good road built

into the high Sierras, in order to give the people an opportunity to enjoy the

fine summer climate to be found there, and enable them to maintain summer homes

in the mountains. 




 




H. MADSEN.




 




One of its original settlers, H.

Madsen located in Central California Colony, where the first canal system of

importance was constructed and the real beginnings were made in the small-farm

development of the county, Water had been brought from Kings River far out upon

the plains, but the project was largely experimental in character. The story of

the vicissitudes of these early day farmers, who were ignorant of what to plant

and were greatly handicapped in marketing the crops they raised, makes one of

the most interesting chapters of the history of Fresno County. 




Mr. Madsen came to Central Colony

with his family from Alameda County in 1877. A few others had preceded him a

year. All about Fresno was still a treeless plain. His faith was never shaken,

he explains, because of the remarkable production that resulted from irrigation

of the soil of the plains. Among other difficulties there were contests with

riparian claimants to the water of Kings River: and convinced that orange

culture was just what the Colony was suited for, a considerable area was

planted to young trees brought from Southern California, only to encounter

severe frosts that came the following winter and all that remained of this

enthusiasm was the name of Orange Center, which had been given the school

district; and there were other disheartening failures, but the joy of

pioneering knew no discouragement. Grapes, deciduous fruits and alfalfa, it was

finally demonstrated, were what Central Colony was adapted for, and soon it

blossomed and flourished into a most beautiful and productive spot. The success

of this Colony proved what irrigation would do, and exploitation of the plains

for other than sheep-raising then began in earnest. 




It was Mr. Madsen and the other

Central Colony pioneers who led the way in the intensive cultivation of lands,

which has been the basis of Fresno's upbuilding and prosperity. To these

courageous early settlers considerable measure of the credit is due for

Fresno's emergence from a frontier city and county into one of the great

productive centers of California. 




In 1906, Mr. Madsen sold his

Central Colony holdings and located in the Fairview district, five miles north

of Sanger. He is a native of Denmark and was one of the first to locate in

Fresno County, of the great number of people from that country who have chosen

this section for their homes. 




 




FRANK M. LANE.




 




Identified with the educational

interests of Fresno for more than a quarter of a century, during which time he

has taught in the principal schools of the city, Frank M. Lane has made his

influence felt for the good of the rising generations. He is a native son, born

on Chowchilla Creek, Mariposa County, November 3, 1864, a son of

"Col." Joseph Parker Lane, who was born in North Carolina, a son of

John Lane, who removed to Tennessee. His mother was a niece of Nathaniel Macon,

United States Senator from North Carolina. 




Joseph Parker Lane was educated

in Knoxville, Tenn., then took up the study of law and was admitted to the bar

in Tennessee, and when twenty-two years of age he went to San Antonio, Tex.,

where he practiced his profession. 




In 1849 he came to California,

riding mule back the entire distance to Los Angeles, thence to Stockton, where

he engaged in trading and packing to the mines in the mountains. In 1850,

together with N. Fairbanks, he opened a wholesale liquor business on Main

Street, Stockton. By his comrades, and members of the train who had chosen him

commander of their company, he was given the title of "Colonel,"

which he bore until his death. 




In Stockton, "Colonel"

Lane married Ann Mary Barnett, born in Tennessee, November 6, 1851, a daughter

of Bird B. Barnett, who was a large planter and tobacco grower. Her mother was

Martha (Walker) Barnett, a native of South Carolina. The Barnett family came to

California in 1850, crossing the plains via Salt Lake, and arriving in

California, Mr. Barnett opened a hotel in Stockton. In 1855 Joseph P. Lane

moved to Monterey County where he farmed and raised stock for several years.

During this time he served as justice of the peace, and two terms as county

supervisor. He then engaged in the cattle business in Mariposa County till

1868, then was in the sheep business for two years in that county. He sold out

and settled at Lane's Bridge, ten miles north of the present site of Fresno and

during his busy life accumulated some seven thousand acres of land. He was

accidentally killed on December 16, 1878. Mrs. Lane carried on the business

until 1897, when she removed to Fresno and lived until her death, on March 7,

1907. She had five children: Joseph A.; Mary, Mrs. Liddell; Edward; William H.;

and Frank M. Politically, Joseph P. Lane was a Democrat and ready at all times

to give his support towards the upbuilding of California, particularly Fresno

County. 




Frank M. Lane received his

education by private instruction and at the San Jose State Normal, graduating

from the latter institution in the class of May, 1888. He at once began his

professional career as a teacher and has continued ever since. For twenty-six

years he has been interested in advancing the Fresno schools and during that

period he has taught in the principal schools in the city, at this writing he

is principal of the Washington Grammar school. During the quarter of a century

that Mr. Lane has been teaching in Fresno he has done much toward advancing the

high moral standing of the schools. 




Frank M. Lane was united in

marriage in December, 1892, with Miss Mamie Balthis, born in Stockton; a lady

of culture and refinement who died September 7, 1914, mourned by a wide circle

of friends. Professor Lane's second marriage took place in Fresno, June 29,

1918, when he was wedded to Miss 'Mary L. Hines, a native of Tennessee, who

came to Fresno with her parents in 1890. She graduated from the Fresno high

school and at the time of her marriage she was a teacher in the Fresno city schools.






Professor Lane has ever taken an

active interest in agriculture, especially in grain and alfalfa raising, in

which he is an expert. He has been interested in developing lands in Fresno

County ever since his graduation, and has improved several farms, among which

may be mentioned the F. M. Lane ranch, near Lane's Bridge. It consists of

ninety acres, seventy acres of which he has leveled and checked and has also

installed a pumping plant, pumping water from the river to irrigate seventy

acres of alfalfa. Mr. Lane was one of the first to install a pumping plant, for

alfalfa. He raises six tons per acre per year, in six cuttings. He also owns a

valuable grain farm of two hundred forty acres, one and one-fourth miles east

of the ninety acre place which he operates under a system of dry-farming. Mr.

Lane well remembers when there was not a house where the city of Fresno now

stands, and rightly feels that he has materially aided in the development of

one of the most important cities in the state. He has been a member of the

Chamber of Commerce for twenty-two years, and is a prominent member and an ex-president

of Fresno Parlor, No. 24, Native Sons of the Golden West. He was one of the organizers

and is now president of the Grammar School Principals of Central California.

For the past two years he has served on the State Council of Education as a

representative from Central California. Politically Mr. Lane is a Democrat and

a stanch supporter of President Wilson in his conduct of the World War. 




 




GEORGE F. WILLIAMSON.




 




One of the sturdiest, most

experienced, aggressive and progressive of pioneers who have contributed so

much to make California the real Golden State, and a pioneer who has long been

blessed with a companion who is a genuine native daughter, was the late George

F. Williamson, who died at his country home near Riverdale, July 11, 1919. He

was a successful farmer and a good business man, capable of driving his twenty-four

horses when need be, and the proprietor and the manager of a very fine ranch,

such as gladdened the eye to see. 




Mr. Williamson had been in

California since he was five or six years old, having landed in San Francisco

on January 24, 1854, after a very eventful trip by water and the Nicaragua

route. His father was Philander L. Williamson, and he had already crossed the

great plains once in 1849-50. He had made good as a gold-miner, and had

returned to the East. He was born and reared in Tompkins County, New York, and

moved to Michigan with his parents. There he married Ann F. Inwood, a native of

England, who came to Michigan with her parents, both of whom were born in

England. They settled in Romeo, Macomb County, near Albion and not far from

Detroit; and as the father was a blacksmith and machinist, and a good one, he

was never in want of plenty of profitable work. The mother lived with William

French, the editor of the Detroit Tribune, and was brought up in that family.

William French later came out to California, and he and Philander Williamson

conducted a hotel just above Sacramento. Mr. and Mrs. Williamson were married

in Michigan, just before coming out to California, and Mr. Williamson had a

large blacksmith shop in Detroit, equipped with several trip hammers, and he

installed a number of steam engines in various parts of that city. Originally,

his family was of Scotch blood, but he was American " 'way back," his

forefathers being here in Colonial times. He was, in fact, a descendant from

Colonel Samuel Williamson, a Colonel in the Revolutionary War. Tradition says

that three Williamson brothers came to America from Great Britain, and that the

descendants of one of these brothers settled in Tennessee, while those of the

second settled in Michigan, and those of the third in the Far West. 




Philander Williamson was married

in the latter forties, and George F. was born at Albion, Mich., on April 23,

1849. In that town Mr. Williamson left his wife and child and, as a typical,

doughty, and far-seeing '49er, he crossed the plains to California. Here he

staked his luck in mining for gold; and having been one of the fortunate chaps

who struck vein after vein, he returned to his home by way of Panama, in 1852.

After he had been in Albion long enough to get his bearings again, he took his

wife and child and moved to a place near Gaine's Mills, Va., attracted there by

an offer to install the machinery in the new flour mill. At that time he was

still subscribing to the New York Tribune, which proved a red flag to the

Southern bull: and finding that the people around him, with their strong

pro-slavery views, were more and more unsympathetic and uncongenial, he

resolved, on finishing the work at the mill, to leave that neighborhood and to

come to California with his family. The student of American history who recalls

the battle of Gaine's Mills, in the latter part of June, 1862, and the

fierceness with which the Confederates fought here, will understand the

unreasonable, bitter prejudice entertained in the South against anyone who

would commit such an unpardonable offence as to have in his possession a copy of

the "Whig" New York Tribune. 




With his wife and only child,

George, therefore. Philander Williamson sailed from New York on January 1,

1854, and on the very first lap of the journey, on the Atlantic, they all came

within an ace of going down in a storm. George has a vivid recollection of that

terrible gale, and often today, when the elements rage, he imagines that he is

living over again this trying experience. His father went up to Sacramento and

ten miles beyond, where he ran a hotel: but later he came back to Stockton, and

that pleasant town continued to be his home and headquarters. He built up a

large machine shop, and created a good business; he was highly respected, and

he prospered. His good wife died, however, and left four children. George F.

was the oldest in the family; Dean S., who died in 1894, came next and was the

father of two children: Charles lives at Martinez: and there was Letta, now

Mrs. Long, at Lodi. 




George attended the public

schools at Stockton, but his education was limited, owing to an affection of

the eyes. Whooping cough and measles weakened them, and for a long time he

could not study books. Therefore, while yet a mere youth, he went to work in

his father's blacksmith shop in Stockton. The glow of the fire again hurt his

eyes, and, threatened with blindness, he began to work around by the month on

ranches, principally at dairying and in caring for stock. Through this

experience, he became a good horseman. 




While at Lathrop, he was married

to Miss Sarah Ann Ballard, the attractive daughter of Simeon M. and Amy E.

(Dye) Ballard, well-known representatives of a family that came originally from

Wales, but which had been several generations in America, — in the East before

coming to California. On the mother's side, the forefathers were German. Her

father was a gold miner in Tuolumne County, although he was married back in Missouri.

He had been born in Kentucky, while her mother was born in Ohio. He crossed the

plains with his wife in 1852, and for a while settled near Sonora, on Shaw's

Flat, in Tuolumne County; and in 1860 they moved to San Joaquin County, where

they engaged in dairy-farming. Eleven children were born to these worthy

parents, six girls and five boys: John B. died suddenly on March 26, 1918; and

the others were Mary F., Sarah Ann (now Mrs. Williamson), James Leander.

Thomas, Martha, Simeon M., Verdir D.. Eliza E., Alice V., and Noah W., who died

December 13, 1918, at Coalinga. The remarkable vitality of the family is shown

by parents and children. The father died in 1890, aged seventy-nine years and

seven months: and the mother passed away six years later, having attained to

sixty-five years and five months. 




George Williamson and his good

wife went to live near Stockton, where he worked on a large dairy-farm. In 1881

they moved to Oakdale, Stanislaus County, but three years later they settled in

Fresno County, south of Caruthers. 




In 1892 they came to Riverdale,

and rented and dairied; and seventeen years later, they bought their present

place. It is a fine dairy ranch of eighty acres, and has two fine barns and

large yards. Their house was unfortunately burned on April 16, 1912: they then

built a large modern bungalow, with all up-to-date appointments and

conveniences. 




Mr. and Mrs. Williamson are the

parents of eight children: Simeon Edgar, whose biography and portrait appear

elsewhere in this volume, married Alice Hatch, and they had six children; Amy

A., who was married in 1902 to Donald Esrey, died in 1913 and left three

children — Amy L., Donald S. and Douglas W.: Jesse F., a rancher southwest of

Riverdale, married Theresa Taylor, and they have five children — Claude, Lloyd,

Ruth, Pauline and James; George Freeman died in 1882, aged sixteen months:

Leslie A. is at home, unmarried, as is also Ethel; while Raymond C. and Gordon

F. both served in the army. Raymond C. was in the Twelfth Infantry, and did

clerical work in a statistical bureau of the War Department, before the war he

was manager of the Riverdale Mercantile Company. Gordon F. served in the

cavalry at Camp Joseph Johnson in Florida; before entering the service, he was

employed by the Oakland Meat Company, and now he breaks horses for the

government. He is a Rough Rider in the true sense of the word, being an expert

"bronco buster," and has given exhibitions at fairs and carnivals. He

gave an exhibition at Salinas in June, 1918, and another at the district fair

at Fresno, the same year. Owing to his excellent daredevil work at Salinas he

received the title of "The Pride of Salinas." 




George F. Williamson made four

trips back to the East. The first was in 1859, when he went to New York by way

of Panama, and returned in 1861 by the same route. He later made three

different trips overland to Texas, traveling in 1869 by the Southern Route

through Arizona, and returning that season by the same route. In 1870 he went

to Texas with another band of horses, and that time he took the Northern or

Salt Lake Route. And in 1871 he went to the Lone Star State again, and once

more journeyed by way of Salt Lake. 




An honored pioneer, he was

followed to his grave on the 14th day of July, 1919, by a large concourse of

friends and neighbors, and his remains were interred in the Washington

Cemetery. Few men have had more or better friends. 




 




FRANK COLEMAN.




 




Though not a native son, Frank

Coleman has lived most of his life within the state, having been brought here

in pioneer days by his parents. He was born in Jersey City, N. J., April 19,

1857, while his mother was there on a visit. His parents, Patrick and Ann

(Grogan) Coleman, were both natives of Ireland and had settled in Rochester, N.

Y. upon arriving in the United States and there they lived and prospered until

in 1864, when the father brought the family to California, via the Isthmus of

Panama, and settled in Contra Costa County near San Pablo, and later located

near Martinez, where he followed farming and dairying. Both he and his wife

died in Martinez. Frank Coleman was educated in the schools of Alameda and

Contra Costa Counties, and worked on his father's dairy ranch. He was later in

the employ of Bray Bros. Company, and Blum Company, owners of grain warehouses

in Martinez, as foreman of their warehouses. 




In 1888 Mr. Coleman went to San

Francisco and secured employment on the Market Street cable railway as gripman,

remaining in that position four years. He was sent to Fresno, in 1893, to

recover from an attack of lagrippe, and has been a resident here since that

date. Soon after his arrival he found employment with the Madary Planing Mill

Company, as driver of a lumber wagon. For the past fourteen years he has been

foreman of the yard and tallyman, in all having put in twenty-six years with

the company, a record for steady application in which any man might well take

pride. Mr. Coleman is a member of the Moose and in politics is a Progressive. 




The marriage of Mr. Coleman

united him with Mrs. Nancy Pitts, whose maiden name was Gift. She was born in

Memphis, Tenn., and came with her parents across the Isthmus to California in

1856, and was raised and educated in Contra Costa County. She has two sons and

a daughter by a formed marriage, William F. Pitts, and Robert Pitts. William

F., the eldest, was born in Antioch, Contra Costa County, September 18, 1871,

and attended the public schools of Martinez. He later took up the study of

telegraphy and was operator for the Western Union Company in San Francisco. In

1892 he was sent by that company to Fresno, and later became' telegraph

operator for the Associated Press in the office of the Fresno Republican. In

1900 he left Fresno and became salesman for the Pacific Paint Company of San

Francisco, later becoming sales manager for the Standard Paint Company of

Chicago. In 1915 he returned to California and became business manager of the

Burbank Seed and Nursery Company of San Francisco. At present he is traveling

salesman for the Cutter Laboratory of Berkeley, Cal. Fraternally he is a member

of the Knights of Columbus; the B. P. O. Elks; the Woodmen of the World; and

the Native Sons of the Golden West. His marriage united him with Winnie Hodnett,

a native of San Francisco, and they have two sons, W. F. Jr., and James H. Both

boys are graduates of the Morgan Potts Military Academy of Chicago, with a

captain's rank, and are now in the service of the U. S. Army. W. F. is

lieutenant in Battery A, One hundred and Forty-fourth Field Artillery, (The

Grizzlies); James H. is in the Aviation Corps, U. S. A. 




 




HANS HANSEN.




 




A pioneer of the Mount Olive

district. Fresno County, and one who has made a decided success of his life

work, is found in the person of Hans Hansen, who has always been ready and

willing to lend a helping hand to those less fortunate than himself and to give

valuable advice as well as encouragement to the home-seeker and home-maker. A

native of Denmark, he was born at Bornholm, March 6, 1845, a son of Hans and

Ingburg (Kofoad) Hansen. They were parents of eight children and Hans is the

only member of the family now living. He was educated in the public schools of

his native land and was reared to hard work from a lad, so that when he struck

out in the world for himself he was able to handle almost any kind of a job where

strength was a requirement. 




In 1872, Mr. Hansen came from his

home place to the United States and for two years worked in Iroquois and La

Salle counties, in Illinois. His one desire was to come to California and when

he had made enough money to defray his expenses he immediately made what he

considers the best move he ever made during his life. He came to Fresno County

and the first two years he chopped wood, then he bought a team and did a

general teaming business; in fact, for fifteen years he was busily engaged in

that occupation and fortunately made money. He hauled the brick for the first

school house, and for part of the court house, in Merced County, and from there

he went to Bakersfield and hauled the brick for the first court house in Kern County.

So well did he do the work he set out to do that his services were always in

demand and he was kept unusually busy. 




Mr. Hansen bought his first land.

320 acres in the Wahtoke district, in 1901. For a good many years he was a

large grain farmer, right in the location where he now makes his home. He also

raised cattle and hogs in the foothills of the mountains, where he had about

6,000 acres of range land. He continued as a stockman for about nine years. He

is now (1919) raising grain, fruit and alfalfa. He owned forty acres of good

land in Tulare County which he sold at a good profit. He now has eighty acres

that he intends to put in vines and trees, also another eighty nearby that he

is developing for a home place. 




When Mr. Hansen settled in this

section of Fresno County there were but three houses between his place and

Reedley, and the latter was just started and he little thought that it would

grow to its present size in so short a time. Ever since he has been in the

county he has helped to promote all enterprises for the building-up of his

section of the county and for the betterment of social and moral conditions. He

is a booster for all cooperative associations among the ranchers and

fruit-growers, believing them to be the salvation of the producers. He has

fostered every movement of the raising-rowers and now is a stockholder in the

California Associated Raisin Company and the California Peach Growers, Inc. A

friend of education, he helped organize the Mount Olive School district, and

served for nine years as a trustee. When the time came for starting a bank in

Reedley, Mr. Hansen came to the front and helped organize the Reedley National

Bank, in which he is a stockholder; also helped organize the Farmers and

Merchants Bank, now the First National in Reedley. In politics he supports the

Republican candidates but he has never aspired to any office. 




Mr. Hansen is a practical

rancher, using the most up-to-date machinery and implements to carry on his

operations. He reads the best literature on the live topics of the day relating

to viticulture and horticulture and his advice is very often sought in these

'matters, for his experiences have been varied and in all his operations he has

met with good results. He spent the summer of 1889 in Europe, visiting his old

home and other places of interest on the Continent, but was glad to return to

the land of sunshine and gold, and the county of the raisin and the peach. Mr.

Hansen is a young-old man, easily taken for one-half his age. He makes and

retains his friends, and when Hans Hansen says a thing is so it is considered

to be so, for he is a man whose word is as good as his bond. He looks back upon

a life well-spent and forward to the future without fear, for he has done his

part in the making of this commonwealth. 




 




GEORGE L. WARLOW.




 




A highly-honored member of the

legal profession-was the late George L. Warlow, a native of Bloomington, Ill.,

where he was born on July 1, 1849. His father was Jonathan B. Warlow, while his

mother before her marriage was Catherine B. Hay. George attended the public

schools of his locality until he had thoroughly prepared for college, and then

he went to the Northwestern University at Indianapolis, Ind., where he remained

until 1872. In that year he matriculated at Eureka College, in Eureka, Ill.,

from which he graduated with honors in 1874. Having a first-class general

collegiate training, Mr. Warlow put it to the test by teaching school, in

Bloomington, Ill., where he had charge of classes for a year. 




Resolved upon prosecuting a

professional career, he then entered the law office of Stevenson & Ewing,

and read law under the late Adlai Ewing Stevenson, later Vice-President of the

United States, and then again sought the lecture-room, this time registering in

the Bloomington Law School of the Wesleyan University, at Bloomington, Ill.,

from which he was graduated in the Centennial Year. That same year he continued

the study of law in the office of the well-known firm of Bloomfield, Pollock

& Campbell, where his facilities were exceptionally good; and in July,

1876, he was admitted to the bar. 




Mr. Warlow then went to Virginia,

Cass County, Ill., and formed a partnership for the practice of law with State

Senator A. A. Leeper, under the firm name of Warlow & Leeper; and this

partnership was continued until 1889. Few men were better or more favorably

known there at that time, and he served with general satisfaction as Master of

Chancery at Virginia. 




In 1889 Mr. Warlow first came to

Fresno; and here, until 1914 he practiced for himself with flattering success.

Then he took into partnership his son Chester, and the firm, — now so widely

and favorably known — became Warlow & Warlow. 




While residing at Virginia, in

Illinois, Mr. Warlow was married, on September 23, 1880, to Ella Knowles, by

whom he had four children. Trenna died in Fresno, at the age of ten, of the black

diphtheria: George, when seven years old, also died here a week after, of the

same malady — Trenna's case being the first known in the community. Zoe died in

Virginia, Ill., an infant. All four children were born at that place. 




George L. Warlow died on October

17, 1918, and was buried privately at Mountain View Cemetery. He left his widow

and son, Chester, as his only heirs. He also left a will making his son, (who

had been associated with him in practice and was already a rising attorney,)

his executor. At the time of his father's death, however, Chester was in the

United States Air Service at Kelley Field, San Antonio, Texas, and it was

impossible for him to act; so an uncle, W. T. Knowles, well known to Fresno and

the oil interests at Coalinga, was duly appointed administrator with the will

annexed. 




Chester H. Warlow, the youngest

of the four children, was born on June 3, 1889 and was only six months old when

he came to Fresno with his parents. He attended the grammar schools and then

went to the Kemper Military Academy at Boonville, Mo., one of the best military

schools of its size in the country, from which he was graduated in 1906. He

then entered the Leland Stanford University and took the prelegal course and

was graduated in 1911 with the degree of A.B.; and in the fall of that year he

matriculated at the Harvard Law School, at Cambridge, Mass. For a year there he

specialized in law, and the following year returned to Leland Stanford and

completed the Stanford Law School course. When he graduated, as a member of the

Class of '13, he received the degree of Doctor of Law. 




Returning to Fresno, Mr. Warlow

entered the law office of his father, and father and son formed the partnership

of Warlow & Warlow. At the opening of the World War, Chester volunteered in

the regular army, and was sent to Kelley Field, Texas; and later on he was

assigned to the One Hundred Fifth Aero Squadron there, where he attained to the

rank of First Lieutenant. He was honorably discharged on December 24, 1918, and

arrived home on the following New Year's Day. The first of February he opened

his law office at 812 Griffith-McKenzie Building, and since then has been busy

at the commencement of his independent career in which, it is safe to say, he

will ably and conscientiously maintain the enviable traditions of his honored

father. 




 




MRS. MYRA SHIMMINS.




 




A place among the women who have

left their impress on the development of Fresno County should be accorded Mrs.

Myra Shimmins, a native daughter of California, born in Yorktown, Tuolumne

County, and a resident of Fresno for the past twenty-eight years. She is a

descendant of pioneers of the state from both sides of the family. Her father,

Samuel Piatt, a native of Maine, came to California in early days, and was a

miner in Tuolumne County, having discovered one of the successful and

productive mines there, known as the Piatt and Gilson Mine. He lived all his

time in Tuolumne County, and died there. Mrs. Shimmins' maternal grandfather

was Fred Klein; he came around the Horn to California in '49, and arrived in

San Francisco when it was a city of tents, with all the excitement and

lawlessness of a new frontier town. He went to Tuolumne County, established a store

at Yorktown, planted a vineyard and orchard, and died there. 




After the death of Samuel Piatt,

his widow moved the family to a ranch in the county. Later the family removed

to the Livermore Valley, and there Myra Piatt married William F. Shimmins, a native

of Wisconsin, who had come to California in 1885, and located in Livermore

Valley. He was a railroad man, and later was baggage man in the Southern

Pacific depot, at Los Angeles. In 1890 Mr. and Mrs. Shimmins moved to Fresno,

and here Mr. Shimmins was in the employ of the San Joaquin Light and Power

Company for many years. His death occurred in February, 1915. Four children

were born to Mr. and Mrs. Shimmins: William F., a sergeant in the United States

Army; Mrs. Ida A. Perry, of Chicago; Mrs. Hazel R. Paul, of Hanford; and Olen

L., who has charge of his mother's florist shop in Fresno. 




Always fond of flowers, and a

great lover of the beauties of nature, Mrs. Shimmins decided to put this talent

to practical use, and in 1902 started a florist shop in a small way, locating

at 1145 I Street. With a natural incentive for the work from the beginning, she

soon built up a fine business, and now occupies one of the stores in the

Griffith-McKenzie Building, on T Street. In 1900 Mrs. Shimmins bought two and one-half

acres in the Sierra Park tract, on Belmont Avenue, near Van Ness. This property

she let remain idle for a few years, then subdivided the land, and it is now

all built up with fine homes. She was a pioneer in that district and the first

to build a home there, the land being originally in orchards and vineyard. 




Mrs. Shimmins recalls her early

days in Fresno, when irrigating ditches ran through the heart of the city and

all the important corners in the business district were occupied by blacksmith

shops. The courthouse park was as popular then as now, and the mothers took

their children to the park in summer to enjoy the shade and flowers. Mrs.

Shimmins has cheerfully done her share in building up the city to its present

prosperous condition, has shown much business acumen and public spirit, and

withal has been an excellent mother, giving her children a good education and

fitting them for the battle of life. 




 




LEWIS O. STEPHENS.




 




As a native son of California,

this well-known member of a well-known pioneer family has had ample opportunity

not only to witness the growth of the state, but to contribute to it a large

share himself. His father, Joseph J. Stephens, left his home in Missouri in

1854 and crossed the plains to seek his fortune in the land of golden

opportunity. By dint of hard work and close economy, in two years he was able to

return to Missouri to claim his bride. Elizabeth Davis. A year later,

accompanied by his wife, he again made the slow journey across the plains.

Arriving in Yolo County, he engaged in stock-raising near Madison, and was well

known in this section for many years as a progressive, honorable citizen. He

established his family in a home in Woodland, where he and his wife enjoyed the

fruits of their early labor through a long and useful life, until death claimed

them. 




Such were the parents of L. O.

Stephens, and from whom he received the early training which prepared him to

take a prominent place among his fellow citizens. Born in Yolo County on May

31, 1859, he was one of a family of eight children and he was educated in the

public schools, then took a course in Hesperian College at Woodland. As a young

man he spent a number of years working with his father. Later, he devoted some

time to the study of architecture, and for two years he operated a farm on his

own account. Finally he decided to enter the commercial world and engaged in

the furniture and undertaking business in his home town. Woodland, where he

continued until his removal to Fresno in January, 1891. Here a partnership was

formed with W. A. Bean, under the firm name of Stephens & Bean, since which

time, until the summer of 1919, when Mr. Bean retired from the firm, a

successful business has been conducted by this enterprising firm. They started

in business at 1141 I Street, and remained there until they erected, in 1912,

one of the finest buildings of its kind, and with every modern convenience, to

be found in the entire west, and they have always enjoyed a well-deserved

patronage. When Mr. Bean retired from the firm the ownership and management was

taken over by L. O. Stephens and his son, J. D. Stephens, and at that time,

June 1, 1919, there was a complete reorganization on the profit-sharing basis,

all profits being shared with employees. This was the first firm in Central

California that was known to take this progressive and popular step. 




In 1886, Mr. Stephens was married

in Missouri to Miss Bettie Bean, daughter of the late Daniel Orr Bean, who died

in August, 1919, aged eighty-six years. Of this fortunate marriage one son, J.

D. Stephens, was born. After attaining his majority he became a member of the

firm of Stephens & Bean. Mrs. Stephens was born in Paris, Monroe County,

Mo., and was educated in the public schools of that place, finishing at the

Music Institute of Professor Dana, near Chicago, Ill. In Fresno, Mrs. Stephens

has always been active in the First Christian Church, and also in the Women's

Club work, and with three other ladies organized the first kindergarten work in

Fresno City. 




L. O. Stephens adheres to

Democratic principles, and was elected Mayor of Fresno for a term of four years,

1901-1905. In several different capacities he has faithfully served the city

and county, as well as holding the office of County Coroner for two terms while

residing in Woodland, Yolo County. He has not only filled the office of Coroner

for Fresno County four years, but was elected a member of the Board of

Education, and under Mayor Rowell he served on the police commission for four

years, and also served in the same capacity under Mayor Snow. All of these

varied duties were performed with tact and ability, and he holds an enviable

place in the esteem of the people of Fresno City and County. 




Mr. Stephens attends the First

Christian Church. Fraternally he is a Mason, holding membership in Fresno

Lodge; Trigo Chapter; Fresno Commandery; Islam Temple; and the Eastern Star; he

also is an Odd Fellow, Knight of Pythias, Fraternal Brotherhood, Woodmen of the

World, Modern Woodmen of America. Independent Order of Foresters, and Fresno

Parlor Native Sons. He is a member of the Commercial Club, Chamber of Commerce

and the California Associated Raisin Company. In 1906 he was requested to

conduct the Raisin Growers' campaign and reorganize the association, which he

did, and he has the satisfaction of seeing the successful completion of his

work, with the association in a flourishing condition. 




 




DAVID S. EWING.




 




Among the professional men who

occupy positions of prominence in the esteem of the citizens of Fresno County,

David S. Ewing has proven his worth as an attorney and has won popularity throughout

the San Joaquin Valley. He was born in Fulton, Callaway County, Mo., October

24, 1866, a son of Henry Neal Ewing, a native of that same locality. The

grandfather, James Ewing, was born in Kentucky and migrated to Missouri in

1820, following in the footsteps of his father who moved westward from Virginia

into Kentucky. The Ewings are of Scotch-Irish ancestry and inherited the sturdy

traits which have made of these people some of our most desirable citizens. 




Henry Neal Ewing was reared in

Missouri and educated at Yale University, after which, in 1849, he crossed the

plains to California with ox teams, and upon his arrival engaged in mining for

several years, after which he returned to Missouri. He again crossed the

plains, and once more returned to Missouri during the Civil War. In 1874 he

moved to Kansas City, where for six years he was engaged in business, then, in

1880, he brought his family to California, locating in Fresno. He was the third

colonist of Fresno Colony, where he purchased a farm, set out a vineyard and a

forty-acre orchard, and made many other valuable and permanent improvements. In

1887 he sold this property and moved into Fresno, where he died in 1890. His

wife was formerly Carrie Martin, born near Fulton, Mo., the daughter of William

Martin, a Virginian who was a pioneer of Missouri, settling on property

adjoining that of James Ewing. He was of French and German ancestry. Mrs. Ewing

died in Kansas City, in 1878, leaving a family of six sons and two daughters,

David S. being the second son. 




David S. Ewing was reared to

manhood in Fulton, Kansas City, Fresno and on the paternal ranch in Fresno

County. In 1883 he was employed in the surveying corps on the survey of the

upper San Joaquin canal, where he remained for about two and one-half years. In

1887 he attended the Pacific Business College in San Francisco, and upon

returning to Fresno, he was employed in the office of the city tax collector,

and the following year became deputy county school superintendent under B. A.

Hawkins. In 1890 and 1891 he served as chief deputy in the county tax

collector's office. In all his official positions Mr. Ewing acquitted himself

honorably. From early boyhood he had an eager desire to study law, and was not

content even with the good positions he so easily secured. At every opportunity

he read law from the books he could obtain and in 1893 he was admitted to the

bar to practice in the superior courts of California, and entered upon the

practice of his profession. He formed a partnership with O. L. Everts, under

the firm name of Everts and Ewing, and together they built up a good general

practice. This partnership still exists and is the oldest legal firm in the

county. In 1895 Mr. Ewing entered the University of Michigan as a senior in the

law department, being graduated therefrom in 1896, with the degree of LL. B.,

and again taking up his practice with his partner in Fresno. 




David S. Ewing was united in

marriage, in Fresno, on May 1, 1898, with Grace Maul, a native of Illinois. She

was the daughter of Frank Maul, a native of Germany and a prominent merchant of

Kewanee, Ill. He eventually retired to Fresno, Gal. Mrs. Ewing is a graduate of

the Kewanee high school. To Mr. and Mrs. Ewing, August 15, 1901, were born two

daughters, Blanche and Mildred, both of whom are students in the Fresno high

school. In his fraternal relations Mr. Ewing is a member, and Past Exalted

Ruler of Fresno Lodge, No. 439, B. P. O. Elks; a member and past officer of

Manzanita Camp, No. 160, W. O. W. He is a Scottish and York Rite Mason and a

member of Islam Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S. of San Francisco. Socially he is

prominent, holding membership in the following clubs: Sequoia, Commercial,

University. Sunnyside, Country and Elks, of Fresno; Sierra Madre Club of Los

Angeles; and the Bakersfield Club. He is a member of the Fresno Chamber of

Commerce and the Fresno County Bar Association. Since 1897 Mr. Ewing has been

directly interested with the oil industry of Fresno and Kern Counties and is a

member of the executive committee of the Independent Oil Producers Agency,

since 1912. The selection of Mr. Ewing, by the Democratic State Central

Committee at their committee meeting in San Francisco in September, 1918, as

chairman, is but another tribute to his standing throughout the state in

political circles. As a progressive citizen Mr. Ewing has been associated with

the development of California, particularly the San Joaquin Valley and Fresno

County, for many years and is always ready and willing to lend his aid to all

worthy projects for its upbuilding. He is well and favorably known throughout

the entire San Joaquin Valley. 




 




HONORABLE ALVA E. SNOW.




 




In the person of Alva E. Snow,

Fresno has a citizen of sterling integrity and worth, a lawyer of skill and

ability, who, as district attorney for four years rendered excellent service to

the county, and whose administration as mayor of the city was marked as one of

the most progressive the city had experienced. He comes from distinguished

ancestors, being a descendant of the Pilgrims who came to American shores in

the Mayflower. This immigrant ancestor was Nicholas Snow, who came from England

and married at Plymouth, Mass., prior to June 1, 1627. Constance Hopkins, who

came over with her father, Stephen Hopkins, on the Mayflower in 1620. Nicholas

Snow died in Eastham, Mass., November 25, 1676. His descendants were for many

years active in the management of public affairs of Plymouth County, Mass.,

which was the birthplace of Alva E. Snow and his father, the late Harvey Snow.

Capt. Prince Snow, grandfather of Alva E., was born, lived and died in Plymouth

County. He was a seafaring man and to some extent was also engaged in farming

pursuits. 




Succeeding to the occupation to

which he was reared, Harvey Snow was a New England farmer, and was engaged in

mercantile pursuits at Mattapoisett, Plymouth County, where he reared his

family. He died at the age of sixty-five years. He was held in high esteem as a

citizen, serving as selectman and as school trustee: he was liberal in

religious beliefs, and a member of the Universalist Church. His wife, whose

maiden name was Bridget Marron, was born in County Mayo, Ireland, makes her

home with her son Alva E., in Fresno. He is the oldest and the only one living,

of the children born to his parents. 




Alva E. Snow was born at Mattapoisett,

Plymouth County, Mass., October 13, 1860, was reared in that county and

educated in the public schools, and at Taber Academy at Marion, Mass., then at

Tufts College, from which he was graduated in 1887, with the degree of A. B. He

then entered Harvard Law School and was later admitted to the bar in

Massachusetts in 1889. Coming at once to California, he stopped for fifteen

months in San Francisco, where he was with the law firm of Herman & Soto.

He located in Fresno on January 1, 1891, practiced his profession two years and

then served two years as deputy district attorney, under Firman Church. As the

nominee on the Republican ticket, Mr. Snow was elected to the office of

district attorney of Fresno County in 1894, serving for four years, and having

the distinction of being the first Republican district attorney of Fresno

County. As deputy district attorney, Mr. Snow succeeded in convicting the train

robber, Chris Evans, securing life imprisonment; he also conducted the

prosecution of Sanders, the noted forger. He was successful, as district

attorney, having conducted several cases of importance, and established an enviable

reputation as an able prosecutor. In 1909 Mr. Snow was elected to the city

council and in 1912 was appointed mayor. In 1913 he was elected to that office

for a term of four years and ably filled the position, reflecting great credit

to himself, his constituents and to the city. During the term many necessary

improvements were made in the city government, new methods instituted and new

problems worked out, in all departments the administration was one of progress.

After his term expired, Mr. Snow resumed his law practice, which has grown to

be of large proportions. 




On December 12, 1891, Alva E.

Snow was united in marriage with Miss Dora P. Colson, born and reared in

Plymouth County, Mass., where her father, Owen D. Colson, was a prosperous

merchant. In 1903 Mr. and Mrs. Snow visited their old New England home county,

afterwards made a trip to England and the continent, traveling throughout

Europe. Mr. Snow was made a Mason in Marion, Mass., but is now a member of

Fresno Lodge, No. 274, F. & A. M.; of Fresno Lodge B. P. O. Elks; and is a

member of the County Bar Association. He is a member of the Congregational

Church. Socially he is a member of the University Club, of Fresno and in

politics he is an unswerving Republican. 




 




JUDGE SAMUEL A. HOLMES.




 




How much California owes to the

best blond of the South, and especially, perhaps, what inestimable contribution

has been made to the California Bar by the commonwealths of the so-called

Southern States, may be seen in the splendid career of the late Judge Samuel A.

Holmes, who was a native of North Carolina, born at Wilmington, in 1830. He was

educated in the same State, first at the well-known academy at Chapel Hill, and

then in the University of North Carolina, from whose law department he was

graduated with special honors. 




For some years after being

admitted to the bar, Attorney Holmes practiced in North Carolina, and also

served as a member of the State legislature, leaving an enviable record for

painstaking fidelity to his constituents. Then he farmed a large plantation in

Alabama; but the Civil War breaking out, he was impelled to uphold the cause of

his native section, and so he entered and served in the Confederate ranks.

After the War, like so many others he returned to the cultivation of the soil

in Mississippi; and always believing in doing as best he could whatever he

undertook to do at all, he made such a success of his plantation that it

became, so to speak, a model for the community. 




In 1868, Mr. Holmes came to

California by way of the Isthmus and joined the Alabama settlement near Madera,

where he farmed successfully for several years. He became a Director of the

Stockton Asylum for the Insane, and was also honored by election to the

Constitutional Convention. The Convention having provided for this district of

the Superior Court, Mr. Holmes was appointed the first Superior Judge here; and

in 1880 he was elected to the same office. So well did he satisfy the public,

while fulfilling his obligations to the State and meeting his own high sense of

honor and ethics, that again in 1890 the voters of the district chose him for

Judge. His courtliness, of the old-school type, together with his known

integrity captivated everyone, and he was filling the high office when, in

December, 1894, he died. 




Judge Holmes had married Miss

Mary Strudwick, a native of Mobile, Ala., and the daughter of an extensive

planter, the ceremony taking place in 1851, and from their union were born Owen

and John, both of whom are now dead; Mrs. W. J. Pickett, and W. A. Holmes. W.

A. Holmes was the Southern Pacific City Passenger Agent at Fresno, and in

August, 1918, he was appointed the chief clerk of the Fresno office of the

United States Railroad Administration. The family belongs, therefore, to that

group of early and prominent pioneers of which Fresno County is and always will

be very proud. 




 




CHARLES A. MARSHALL and EDWIN C. MARSHALL.




 




Eye witnesses of the many changes

that have taken place in Fresno County since the Marshall family came to

California, has been the lot of Charles A. and Edwin C. Marshall, pioneer

ranchers of the Centerville district. They recall the time when the present

fertile and productive fields were but wind-swept desert wastes covered with

cacti. They are descendants of an old Kentucky family and sons of Louis and

Mary (Foree) Marshall, natives of the Blue Grass State, and where the former

died. Three brothers, Charles A., Edwin C, and Albert R. Marshall came to this

state and located in Fresno County in 1886. They bought thirty-five acres of

land at Centerville and embarked in the nursery business for some time, when

they disposed of it and set their ranch to trees and vines. Their good mother

joined her sons in 1889, made her home on their ranch and enjoyed the comforts

of California life until her death in 1910. Louis and Mary Marshall have the

following surviving children: Mrs. Mary Wiley, of Whittier; Mrs. Jennie

Clopton, of Los Angeles; Charles A., of Fresno; Albert R., of Santa Ana; Edwin

C, of Centerville; and Mrs. Josie Fernald, of San Francisco. 




Charles A. Marshall was born in

Ballard County, Ky., April 25, 1866, received his education in the public

schools of his native state and was reared there until the age of twenty when

he came with his brothers to Fresno County and ever since that date his

interests have been closely interwoven with the history of the growth of the

county. He lived on the ranch and assisted in its development for many years

and in 1917 he was united in marriage with Mrs. Caroline (Dickson") Dodd,

who was born in Humboldt County, Cal. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall reside in Fresno

and enter heartily into the social life of their community. 




Edwin C. Marshall was born in

Kentucky on May 10, 1870, and was educated in the schools with his brother and

with him came to make a home in the Golden West. He has lived on the ranch at

Centerville ever since the property was acquired by the brothers. He served as

horticultural commissioner of Fresno County for a few years. Edwin C. Marshall

was united in marriage with Mary Lockhart, a native of Missouri and they

dispense a charming hospitality at the Marshall ranch. 




The Marshall ranch at Centerville

is a very productive property, the deep, rich fertile soil producing banner

crops each year. In 1918 the yield of fifteen acres planted to Emperor and

Malaga grapes was 127 tons of Emperors and 29 tons of Malagas, and the 1917

crop was of still larger proportions. This land was developed from its raw

state. Two irrigating systems have been installed, with an extra pumping plant

for the orange grove. 




In 1914 in order to stabilize the

market prices and build up the fruit business Charles A. Marshall began

shipping green fruit to points in the east, on a strictly commission basis. In

the above year he became associated with B. W. Shepherd, as buyer of green

fruits in the Sanger district, shipping to the well-known commission firm of Sgoble

and Day, New York City. In this business Mr. Marshall has been very successful.

He is very public-spirited and heartily cooperates in promoting those movements

that have for their aim the upbuilding of city, county and state, and is

recognized as a man of unquestioned integrity. 




 




JOHN J. KERN.




 




Among Fresno's worthy citizens of

foreign birth is John J. Kern, proprietor of the liquor store at 2033 Mariposa

Street. His store is one of the landmarks of Fresno, as he has been in the

liquor business in this building continuously for more than twenty years. He

recalls shooting rabbits in the early days on the present site of the city of

Fresno. His earliest recollections are in connection with the Fatherland, for

he was born in the Kingdom of Bavaria, Southern (Germany, April 8, 1854. John

J. Kern was educated in the common schools of Germany and in early life learned

the brewing business, which he followed in his native country until 1880, when

he came to America. The first six years, after his advent in the New World,

were spent in a Buffalo brewery and on a farm in the country. In 1886 he came

to the Pacific Coast and worked for the National Brewing Company in San Francisco

until 1895, when he located in Fresno and opened a liquor store at his present

stand. 




In 1881 Mr. Kern entered the

matrimonial state, choosing as his life companion a daughter of the old

Fatherland, Elizabeth Kaufer. Five children were born to them: Ida, is now Mrs.

Moisen of Patton; Emma L. is Mrs. Delk of Fresno and is the mother of one

daughter; Harry L., who served in the United States Expeditionary Forces in

Europe: two daughters died in childhood and are buried in San Francisco. Mr.

Kern owns one hundred sixty acres of unimproved land west of Fresno and several

town lots. Fraternally he is affiliated with the Foresters of America, the

Owls. Sons of Herman, and is also a member of the Chamber of Commerce. 




 




A. D. EWING.




 




Among the many native Missourians

who have contributed to the development of the city and country adjacent to

Fresno there are few names better known than that of A. D. Ewing, county

treasurer of Fresno. He is the son of Henry N. and Carrie (Martin) Ewing, and

was born in Callaway County, Mo., February 14, 1861, just prior to the opening

scenes of the great drama of the Civil War. The elder Ewing followed the

occupation of farming until he came to California in 1882, when he purchased

forty acres of land and engaged in fruit raising, following the occupation for six

years; afterwards engaging with Mr. Bartlett in the dray and transfer business,

continuing in this business until his death in 1892. His wife died in 1879,

three years prior to his coming to California. 




At fifteen years of age Mr.

A." D. Ewing had the misfortune to lose his right arm in a railroad

accident. Notwithstanding this handicap he has made a success of life, standing

shoulder to shoulder with his compeers as a man of ability. He received a

public school education, and coming to California in 1883 engaged in fruit

raising. After completing a course in business college in San Francisco in

1886-87, he returned to Fresno and in 1888-89 was elected the first tax

collector in Fresno County. He was united in marriage June 2, 1800, with Miss

Mollie Munday, of Kansas City. The union has been childless. Finishing his term

of office he joined his brother, D. S. Ewing, in improving forty acres of land,

continuing in this occupation until 1893 when he accepted a position to do

clerical work in the auditor's and assessor's office, acting in that capacity

until 1899, in which year he was appointed deputy county clerk, serving under

George W. Cartwright for four years, afterwards serving for eight years under W.

O. Miles and another four years under D. M. Barnwell also acting as clerk of

the court. In August, 1914, he received the exclusive nomination for county

treasurer for a term of four years and in 1918 was renominated for said office

without opposition and in November, 1918, was elected. He is an active member

of the Christian Church, serving as an officer in that church for eighteen

years, ten years of which he was the treasurer. He is also a director of the

Young Men's Christian Association. In politics he is a Democrat. He has passed

the chairs of the Lodge and Encampment of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

and for over eleven years was the financial secretary of Fresno Lodge, No. 186,

I. O. O. F. He is a member of the Woodmen of the World and also belongs to the

Brotherhood of American Yeomen, acting in the capacity of secretary for that

organization for a period of ten years. During his long term of efficient

service in office he has won an enviable reputation for probity and has made

many warm friend?. 




 




JUAN CAMINO.




 




Pastoral occupations are imbued with

a charm peculiarly their own, and this is particularly true of this occupation

when it is in combination with the old world life found in the country of

Northern Spain. Juan Camino, one of Fresno County's early settlers and sheep

men, was born in the northern part of that picturesque country, coming as a

Christmas gift to his parents, December 25, 1857. Brought up and educated on

the farm he herded sheep for his father, a sheep raiser, until 1881, when he

came to America and arrived in Fresno with a small amount of money. He

continued the occupation of sheep herding in Fresno County until 1885, when he

bought a few sheep with money he had saved and engaged in business with his

brother Domingo. The flock increased until at one time they owned 7,000 sheep and

some cattle. They ranged the sheep all over the county, also drove them into Mono

and Inyo Counties for feed. Domingo sold his interest to his brother and

returned to his native country, Juan continuing in the sheep raising business

until 1904, when he sold out and retired from active business life. A self-made

man, Mr. Camino has acquired considerable property interests in Fresno County.

He is the owner of 1,500 acres of grazing land near Coalinga, also a five-acre

peach orchard north of Fresno, as well as houses and lots in Fresno. 




In 1895 he was married to Grace

Etchegoin, a native of France, who has borne him an interesting family of four

children, namely: Marie, Raymond, Micaela and Mary Jane. Mr. Camino is a well-known

and influential member of the Catholic Church. 




 




C. S. HARDWICKE.




 




Mr. Hardwicke is of English

descent, having been born in Rotherham, Yorkshire, England, on August 26, 1869.

He spent his youth in his native country, attending the Tonbridge and Oundle

High Schools. His parents are Eugene and Martha (Saunders) Hardwicke, and to

them were born five children, of whom four are living. 




In 1886, at the age of seventeen

years, C. S. Hardwicke came to Fresno County, stopping at the Washington Colony.

He was a young man of means; yet he was ready to do his bit and went right to

work the day after arriving, and that spirit has stayed with him ever since and

is one of the telling characteristics in his make-up today. In 1891, five years

after his arrival in Fresno County, he bought his first piece of land.

Misfortune lurked just around the corner for him, and in the early nineties,

like so many others, the panic struck him and he lost his place with all the

improvements he had worked so hard to make. The place he lost would now easily

bring $12,000, and he lost it on a debt of $700. Discouraged somewhat, but not

vanquished, Mr. Hardwicke went to Orosi, in Tulare County, where he developed

another vineyard. Here he was married to Miss Margaret Forseman, a member of a

pioneer family at Wildflower. They had two children, Constance and Kenneth.

Mrs. Hardwicke died in 1913. 




In 1906 Mr. Hardwicke sold out in

Tulare County and, returning to Fresno County, bought the place he now owns. He

has forty acres two miles south of Fresno on Jensen Avenue, just off of Elm.

There are ten acres in bearing Emperors and eight acres of young Emperors, four

acres of Cornichons, seven acres of Sultanas, five acres of Thompson seedless,

five acres of Muscats, and one acre of naval oranges. He has experimented with

all the grapes and is satisfied in his own mind that the emperors are the most

profitable. He has remodeled his home and built barns and other needed

buildings, and was one of the first in this section to put in the now justly

celebrated "Kewanee" Water System. His native energy, directed by

intelligence, has enabled him to possess one of the most productive vineyards

in Fresno County. As has been seen, he specializes in table grapes. 




Mr. Hardwicke is a good friend to

education and progress, and for many years has served as trustee of the Fresno

Colony school district, which maintains one of the best schools in the country

districts in Fresno County, and much of the credit for the excellence of the

school is due to him. He is a stockholder in the Raisin Association, is

progressive and wide-awake, and may be counted upon to lend a hand when any

forward movement looking to the advancement of Fresno County is begun. 
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