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 About the author


As well as eleven collections of poetry, Anthony Cronin has written a number of admired prose works, including biographies of Flann O’Brien and Samuel Beckett; collections of essays; the classic memoir of Dublin in the 1950s, Dead as Doornails; and novels including The Life of Riley, which has recently been reissued by New Island Books in the Modern Irish Classics series.


   He is married to the writer Anne Haverty and lives in Dublin. He is a founding member of Aosdána, of which he was made a Saoi in 2003, a distinction conferred for exceptional artistic achievement.
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For Donal Lunny, 


  friend, and friend to poetry.




 Praise for Anthony Cronin


‘Anthony Cronin’s The Fall has marvellous poems in it which are formally perfect, wise, surprising, filled with dark knowledge and animated by a glittering mind.’


 


– Colm Toibin,The Irish Times


 


‘Above all he is a lover of life, a friend to women and the young... Despite his disabused – i.e. realistic – take on the world, he can’t help being in love with it and its radiance of magic moments on windy cliff or in sunlit garden... And despite a brisk refusal of sentimentality there is a delicate wholeheartedness throughout... He tells no lies. This is the real world; we live in history. He wouldn’t want to be considered a ‘national poet’ (we have several) but in a certain way he is, albeit a contrarian one. The comparison, mutatis mutandis, might be with Pablo Neruda of Chile, who also saw poetry and politics as part of the same activity. He too has spent thoughtful hours on the heights of Machu Picchu, though we call them the Cliffs of Moher.’


 


– Derek Mahon, An Unflinching Gaze, Selected Prose


 


‘Cronin is a major voice; he is Ireland’s modern-day Dryden, a master of the public word in the public place.’


 


– George Szirtes
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