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Long before this work, here in an edition containing three volumes, two of them of biographical nature, was first published, the authors cherished the hope that it could be a genuine narrative history of the county and wanted to be personally instrumental in achieving so important a result. Their attention was especially directed to the matter by their observations during their connection with the schools, from which they became convinced of the extremely elementary character of the general knowledge of this county's history, even in relation to the Revolution, whereof, indeed, anything like a well-coordinated understanding is most exceptional among the people, and quite incapable of being taught to the young because of the unsuitability for that purpose of all books heretofore published that bear on the subject. In formulating the plan for the present work they had fundamentally in view a lucid continuous narrative, thorough in its treatment of the outlines of the subject and reasonably attentive to local details without extending to minuteness. These lines have been followed throughout. This is volume three out of three, containing the second part of the biographies of hundreds of important persons.
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With these books an effort has been made to present the history of the whole of Long Island in such a way as to combine all the salient facts of the long and interesting story in a manner that might be acceptable to the general reader and at the same time include much of that purely antiquarian lore which is to many the most delightful feature of local history. Long Island has played a most important part in the history of the State of New York and, through New York, in the annals of the Nation. It was one of the first places in the Colonies to give formal utterance to the doctrine that taxation without representation is unjust and should not be borne by men claiming to be free—the doctrine that gradually went deep into the hearts and consciences of men and led to discussion, opposition and war; to the declaration of independence, the achievement of liberty and the founding of a new nation. It took an active part in all that glorious movement, the most significant movement in modern history, and though handicapped by the merciless occupation of the British troops after the disaster of August, 1776, it continued to do what it could to help along the cause to which so many of its citizens had devoted their fortunes, their lives. This is volume one out of three, covering the general history of Long Island.
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Patriotism or devotion to one's country is a sentiment. It is not due to self-interest nor other sordid motive, but is born of the story of her origin and of the achievements of the brave and enterprising ancestral stock, which, out of small beginnings, established and organized and wrought a nation. Every great city is in semblance a small nation, both in government and the loyal co-operation of its people for the common good. And the same patriotic devotion, born of the same sentiment does, or should prevail in every city as in every nation. As our civilization grows older our larger cities are taking more interest in the story of their own origin and development, and concerning some of them many historical volumes have been written, dealing with almost every incident of fact and legend that could be traced. And in many notable instances of cities the greater the knowledge of her history, the greater the pride and love and devotion of her people. The city of Memphis, though rated young among her Eastern sisters in America, is yet one of the most ancient, considering the discovery of her site, and the building of the first habitations of the white man here, on the whole American continent. When it is recalled that the adventurous Hernando De Soto built a cantonment for his troops here and established a little ship-yard, in which he constructed four pirogues or barges, large enough to transport across the Mississippi River in time of high water, five hundred Spanish soldiers, as many more Indian vessels and one hundred and fifty horses, with baggage and other military equipment, in a few hours, and that all this occurred seventy-nine years before the landing of the Mayflower at Plymouth Rock and twenty-four years before the building of the first hut and stockade at St. Augustine, Fla., it will be realized that our story dates far back in ancient American history. Following up this fact much space has been given to the wonderful march of De Soto from Tampa Bay, Fla., to the Chickasaw Bluffs, literally hewing his way as he came with sword and halberd through swarming nations of brave Indians; and to showing that he marched directly from the Chickasaw towns in northeast Mississippi to the Chickasaw Bluffs; and to presenting in fullest detail from the Spanish Chroniclers what De Soto and his people did while on the Bluffs where Memphis now stands. And it was deemed proper also to tell with equal detail of the voyages of Marquette and Joliet and La Salle, past the lonely Chickasaw Bluffs, and of the coming of Le Moyne Bienville with a large army and the construction of a great fortress here, heavily mounted with artillery, in the endeavor to overcome the heroic Chickasaws who resented the French invasions in the effort to conquer their country and to found a great French Empire in Western America, And the story also is told of the effort of Governor Don Manuel Gayoso to establish in like manner a Spanish Empire west of the Mississippi River before the Americans could take hold. Indeed few American cities possess so romantic a story and the archives, not only of the United States, but of France and Spain also are yet rich in historical material awaiting the historian with time and opportunity for investigation.
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This book created somewhat of a sensation in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Donnelly argues that Plato's story was true; that all the ancient civilizations of Europe and America radiated from this ancient kingdom, and that this is the reason we find pyramids, obelisks, and buildings almost Identically alike in Egypt, Mexico and Peru. Donnelly's statements and ample evidence deliver ample evidence for the existence of the continent of Atlants. This book is a must have for all folklorists and people, who are interested in the possible history of a famous nation.
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Roughing It
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559

Buy now and read (Advertising)

"Roughing It" is another one of Mark Twain's chronicles of his wandering years, this one being the prequel to "Innocents Abroad." His adventures take place in the Wild West, Salt Lake City and even in Hawaii - among other places. He even enlists as a Confederate cavalryman for some time. The book is also a prolific example for Twain's excellent sense of humour.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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DYKMAN, JUDGE J. O.




 




 For more than thirty years

Judge Dykman has been a resident of White Plains, Westchester county, New York,

and he has a warm place in the hearts of the people of this place, while for

integrity and justice he enjoys a reputation that extends beyond the bounds of

the state. 




 Judge Dykman is a native of

the Empire state. He was born in the town of Patterson, Putnam county, New

York, and is a descendant of one of the early settlers of that county, his

great-grandfather, Joseph Dykman, having settled in what is now the town of

Southeast, Putnam county, in colonial days, where he became well known and

influential; he was a captain in the Continental army in the Revolutionary war.






 The youthful days of the

subject of our sketch were spent in a manner similar to those of other farmer

boys, — in attending school in winter and working on the farm in summer. By the

time he reached manhood he had obtained a fair education, enough to enable him

to teach a common school, and for some time he was engaged in teaching.

Choosing the law for his profession, he entered upon its study in the office of

the Hon. William Nelson, then a distinguished lawyer of Peekskill, Westchester

county, under whose able instructions he was diligent in study and made rapid

advancement. Being duly admitted to the bar, he engaged in the practice of his

profession in his native county, at Cold Spring, and shortly afterward was

honored, with official position there, first being elected to the office of

school commissioner and subsequently to that of district attorney of the county.






 Since the spring of 1866 Judge

Dykman has been a resident of White Plains. Two years after locating here, in the

fall of 1868, he was elected, by a handsome majority, district attorney of

Westchester county, a responsible position which he filled with marked ability,

particularly distinguishing himself by the successful manner in which he

conducted the famous Buckhout murder trial. In the fall of 1875 he was again

honored with official position, this time being elected to the high office of

justice of the supreme court of the state of New York for the second judicial

district. 




 He was nominated and supported

as the regular candidate of the Republican party and at the election received a

majority exceeding ten thousand, his support at the polls coming alike from

Democrats and Republicans. 




 Judge Dykman's career on the

bench has shown that the confidence of the people was not misplaced. Sound

judgment, discretion, kindness, absolute fairness and impartiality, and a wide

and deep knowledge of the law, are among his chief characteristics. Simple in

habits, and modest and polite in manner, he has a happy way of ingratiating

himself with all with whom he comes in contact, and those who know him best

esteem him most highly. He is in many ways an illustration of what may be

accomplished in this country of ours, with its republican institutions, where

all positions are within the grasp of those who desire to obtain them. Without

the aid of wealth or influence, and through his own energy and perseverance, he

has ;gained the high position he adorns. On neither his public nor private

character does there rest a stain. 




 Judge Dykman has had a long

and happy married life, and is the father of two sons, both lawyers, — William

N. and Henry T. Mrs. Dykman was formerly Miss Emily L. Trowbridge, of

Peekskill, a descendant of one of the New Haven families of that name. In her

character is found a noble -example of the devoted, loving wife and mother and

benevolent Christian woman. Of their sons we further record that William N.

married Miss Belle Annan and is a resident of Brooklyn, where he is

successfully engaged in the practice of law. Henry T. married Miss Ella B.

Cline, of Dutchess county, and is located at White Plains, where he has

acquired a large clientage and good practice. 




 Politically the Judge is a

Democrat in the broadest sense of the term, and his religious creed is that of

the Protestant Episcopal church, of which he is a consistent member. 




 




MASTERTON, Sr., ALEXANDER




 




 We of this end-of-the-century

period, representing the most electrical progress in all lines of material

activity, are too prone to not give due heed to those elemental values which

touch upon the deeper essence of being. We cannot afford to hold in light

esteem those who have wrought nobly in the past, nor fail to accord honor to

those who have given a heritage of worthy thoughts and worthy deeds, and have

aided in laying fast the foundations of the greatest republic the world has

ever known. He to whose life history we now turn attention was known and

honored as one of the representative citizens of Westchester county and as a

successful business man of our national metropolis. By his quiet, earnest,

useful life and by his example the world was enriched, for the fructifying

influences of a noble character expand in constantly widening angle as the

years fall into the abyss of time.




 Alexander Masterton was a

distinct man — distinct in his individuality, in the inflexibility of his

principles and in his labors as a man among men. He was born in the picturesque

burg of Forfar, in the beautiful vale of Strathmore, Scotland, in the year

1797, coming of stanch Scottish stock and inheriting the sturdy independence

and sterling virtues of that hardy race, in the land of "brown heath and

shaggy wood." His educational advantages were limited in extent, but his

alert and vigorous, mentality enabled him to effectively supplement his early

training through the discipline and associations of his active and successful

business life. 




 At the early age of seventeen

years Mr. Masterton bade adieu to the beautiful hills and vales of his native

land, severed the cherished ties which bound him to his home, and set forth to

seek his fortunes in the New World. He embarked on a sailing vessel bound for

Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he arrived in due course of time. In his native

land he had learned the stonecutter's trade, and the proficiency of the

Scottish masons is proverbial. Thus it was not strange that the young man soon

found use for his services. He remained in Halifax until he had earned

sufficient money to repay to a friend the amount which he had borrowed to

defray his expenses for the ocean voyage. He then came to New York, and when he

arrived in the metropolis his entire financial reinforcement was represented in

one solitary half-crown. But he had to his credit an ample fortune in the way

of good health, willing hands and a stout heart; and he did not fear to put his

faith to the test. He secured employment at his trade, and such was his

mechanical ability, his industry and his absolute integrity that upon attaining

his majority he was enabled to engage in business upon his own responsibility,

— an enterprise which developed into one of .the most important in the line of

contracting and building in New York city. He formed a partnership with a

friend, under the firm name of Masterton & Smith, and this association was

continued until the death of Mr. Smith, in 1854, — thus covering the long

period of thirty-six years. The partnership was one of most perfect confidence

and mutual esteem, and the firm gained marked prestige in their line of

endeavor. After the death of his honored associate Mr. Masterton formed other

relations in a business way, but he gradually withdrew from active connection

with business, by reason of impaired health, thereupon retiring to his

beautiful country home, where his last days were spent. The firm of which he

was a member was not only one of the oldest in the city, but one of the oldest

in the country, and many prominent public buildings and private residences were

erected by the concern. Among the former may be mentioned the old Exchange, in

Wall street, the old United States Bank, which later became the assay office;

the custom house of New York; the city hall at New Orleans; and the general

post-office at Washington. With his partner he had large interests in the

granite and marble quarries near Tuckahoe, Westchester county. 




 In the year 1836 Mr. Masterton

came to Westchester county and purchased a tract of land near Bronxville' on

the White Plains road, and here he erected a substantial residence and made

many other improvements. This became his permanent home, and he became closely

identified with all that touched the progress and welfare of the community, so

ordering his life as to gain and retain the confidence and esteem of all with

whom he came in contact. 




 He died in the sixty-third

year of his age, passing away in January, 1859. As delineating his character,

we refer with pleasure to, and quote from, the address delivered by his pastor.

Rev. Washington Roosevelt, on the occasion of his funeral, January 19, 1859:

"Mr. Masterton was a man of strong attachment. He never forgot a friend.

Only a few days before his death he charged his sons not to forget an old

friend in Scotland, to whom for many years he had made a yearly remittance. His

liberality, although unobtrusive, was proverbial, and not a few could arise and

call him blessed. His integrity and uprightness, no less than his generosity,

were universally known and appreciated. In his family relations a kinder

husband or more affectionate parent was not to be found. His children not only highly

respected, but ardently loved him. They sought his counsel and clung around him

to the very end, and when he breathed his last their breaking hearts attested

that they began to realize their orphanage. But notwithstanding all these

estimable traits of character, our departed friend was not self-righteous. So

far from this, he placed no dependence upon any amiable traits he might have

possessed, or any works of generosity or liberality he may have performed. He

felt himself a sinner, and needing with all others the mercy of God in Christ.

" 




 Mr. Masterton was married, in

New York, to Miss Euphenius Morrison,, a native of that city and a daughter of

William and Jean Morrison. They became the parents of seven sons and one

daughter, two of whom died in early life. Those who lived to attain years of

maturity were as follows: William James and Robert Morgan, both of whom are now

deceased; Alexander, Jr., concerning whose life a memoir is given in appending

paragraphs; Mary M., who became the wife of Elias Dusenbury and now resides on

the old homestead; Joseph Tucker, who is now deceased; and John, who married

and resides at Mount Vernon, New York. The devoted wife and mother survived her

husband by only one year, her death occurring January 24, 1860. She was a woman

of deep piety and noble character, being a devout member of the Reformed church

at Bronxville, with which the family have been, identified from the time of its

organization. 




 True biography has a nobler

purpose than mere fulsome eulogy. The historic spirit faithful to the record,

the discerning judgment unmoved by prejudice and uncolored by enthusiasm are as

essential in giving the life of the individual as in writing the history of a

people. Indeed, the ingenuousness of the former picture is even more vital,

because the individual is the national unit, and if the unit be justly

estimated the complex organism will become correspondingly intelligible. To the

most careful study are the life, character and services of the late Alexander

Masterton pre-eminently entitled. His entire life was an example of exalted

integrity, honor and kindly virtues, and though his death, pitiable and

untimely, came as the result of the cowardly assassin's bullet, making him a

martyr to his generous spirit and abiding kindness, yet he was called in the

plenitude of his powers, with his labors well rounded and symmetrical, and with

an earthly record whose final page could well be turned down with the Master's

word of commendation, "Well done, good and faithful servant." In these

thoughts there must remain to those upon whom the shadow rests most deeply a

measure of compensation, for the veil was lifted to gain the new glory of a

pure and noble life when death sets its seal upon his mortal lips. 




 Alexander Masterton, one of the

able financiers of the national metropolis and one of the most honored citizens

of Bronxville, Westchester county. New York, met his death on the 3rd of May,

1899. He was a native of the city of New York, where he was born on the 4th of

September, 1825, a son of Alexander and Euphenius (Morrison) Masterton, to whom

individual reference has been made in preceding paragraphs. His early boyhood

years were passed in New York city, in whose schools, and in those of

Westchester county, his educational discipline was secured. Of alert mentality,

self-reliant and imbued with the highest principles, it was but natural that

the young man should give clear definition to his plans for a future career and

that he should succeed in finding opportunity for advancing himself in

connection with the practical activities of life. At the age of eighteen years

he gave inception to his business career by accepting a position in a banking

institution in New York city, and it is interesting to revert to the fact that

with this all-important branch of industrial economics he continued to be

consecutively identified throughout the course of his long, useful and

honorable life. 




 From 1861 until 1867 Mr.

Masterton was secretary of the New York Clearing House Association, and for six

years prior to his demise he had held the important and exacting office of

president of the' Manufacturers & Merchants' Bank of New York, in which

institution he had previously served as cashier. This bank is one of the oldest

and most substantial monetary institutions of the metropolis, and much of the

success which attended its operations was due to his executive ability and keen

discrimination as a financier, his policy having been distinctively, one of

wise conservatism. He was also a director and secretary of the Broadway

Insurance Company, of New York, and had served as director, vice-president and

president of the Bankers' Insurance Company of the same city. Success in any

line of occupation, in any avenue of business, is not a matter of spontaneity,

but is the legitimate offspring of subjective effort in the proper utilization

of the means at hand, the improvement of opportunity and the exercise of the

highest functions made possible by the specific ability in any case. The

subject of this memoir was a man to whom was not denied a full measure of

success, and he stood forth distinctively as one of the representative and

honored business men of Greater New York, his acumen and discrimination in the

conduct of extensive operations giving him high prestige as a financier and man

of affairs. The great measure of success which attended the efforts of Mr.

Masterton from the time he started out in life on his own responsibility stands

not only to his honor and credit, but also in evidence of his ability, his assiduous

application and his absolute singleness of purpose. Such success is worthy the

name, and while he was content to hold aloof from the greater notoriety and

entanglements of public life, his reputation and his labors had an even more

potent influence and represented deeper values than they could possibly have

done had he dissipated his forces and talents in various directions instead of

holding closely to one line. He was a man above reproach, and his record was

one untarnished by wrong or suspicion of evil. Quiet and unostentatious in

manner, he was honored and esteemed by all, his force of character and his

sterling manhood making themselves quietly yet strongly felt. That he had

enemies cannot be denied. What man of individuality and unwavering integrity

does not ? Honor ever antagonizes dishonor, and the manner of his death stood

as the impious protest of fanatical and profligate dishonor against intrinsic

and unshaken integrity. 




 The home life of Mr. Masterton

was one of ideal character, for to those nearest and dearest to him he gave the

wealth of affection which only a deep nature can give. His was a noble

character and one that countenanced no wrong, — in thought, word or deed. None

has been more worthy of the esteem of his fellow men, and in the concluding

paragraphs will' be incorporated words that bespeak the estimation in which he

was held in the community where he lived, incidental reference being also made

to the sad circumstance of his martyrdom. Into the privacy of the home, so

saddened by this recent and greatest of bereavements, we have no wish to enter,

but the following record of his domestic relations is consistently given. On

the 6th of June, 1851, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Masterton to Miss

Mary Augusta Hance, of New York city, a daughter of Revo Carney and Mary

Augusta (Ming) Hance. and of this union four children were born: Louise

Jeannette, (Mrs. W. N. Ferris), May B. (Mrs. Charles P. Tibbals), Alexander,

Jr., and Joseph Earl, both of whom died in childhood. The beautiful family

home, near Bronxville, Westchester county, is known as Forfar Cottage, being

thus named in honor of the native village, in Scotland, of the father of Mr.

Masterton. Forfar Cottage is situated on an elevated site and is surrounded by

native forest trees, the grove having been beautified by the effective art of

the landscape gardener so that the place can scarcely be surpassed in its

attractions of natural beauties, thus effectively supplemented. 




 The religious element in the

character of Mr. Masterton was positive and of a high type. A close student of

the Bible, reposing in the orthodox faith of his fathers, he was yet free from

cant and narrowness, and preserved throughout his life the pre-eminent

Christian virtues. Of the details of the tragic death of the subject of this

memoir it would seem more consistent that we make slight mention, for the

wretched man who fired the fatal shot passed before the judgment seat of the

Eternal within but a few days after his malignant attack upon one who was one

of his best friends, expiating for his crime not through the retributive

justice of the courts of this world, but dying unwept and solitary in a public

hospital. Over his shadowed life let us place the veil of that charity of

spirit that was manifested toward him by his victim. Under date of May 9, 1899,

the Rev. Alfred E. Myers, of the Marble Collegiate church, wrote as follows to

the editor of .the New York Tribune: 




 




 He who slays a man and at

the same time kills his reputation commits double murder. This twofold wrong

seems to have been attempted and the crime against the life was consummated by

Mr. Plumb upon my old friend and parishioner, Alexander Masterton. After an

acquaintance of twenty-five years, beginning with nearly four years of daily

and intimate relations with both Mr. Masterton and his family, 1 think I know

something of the character of the victim of this deliberate and cowardly

assassination. In the first place Alexander Masterton was one of the most

peaceable and peace-loving men I have ever known. He was pre-eminently a

peacemaker. I never knew him to utter a word of hatred against any person under

any circumstances. He was one of those who depreciate harsh judgments and cast

the mantle of charity over glaring faults. In the second place, I have always

regarded Mr. Masterton as an eminently trustworthy man, one who would guard and

fulfill to the utmost any trust confided in him, absolutely unmoved by menace

of personal danger. 




 These impressions of his

character, formed through many years and shared with me by those who have known

him longest and best, have been confirmed by the circumstances connected with

his tragic death. When Mr. Masterton left his home on the morning of Wednesday,

May 3rd, to keep an appointment with the man who years before had threatened to

kill him, his family tried to dissuade him from going. But Mr. Masterton

disclaimed fear and expressed only charity and kindly feeling toward the man

who was so soon to take his life. Such fearlessness and such charity are exactly

in keeping with all I have ever known of this lamented man. The public at large

will have seen the statement of Mr. Plumb before any countervailing evidence

can be presented, and first impressions of a controverted case are hard to be

eradicated. I therefore feel it to be a privilege to present from the

vantage-ground of a prolonged and familiar acquaintance a simple testimony to

the personal worth of Alexander Masterton. 




 




 At the time of Mr. Masterton's

death all circles in Bronxville adopted resolutions of sorrow and sympathy. The

following was the tribute offered by the consistory of the Reformed church, the

document bearing the signatures of the pastor, elder and deacons of the church:






 




 Mr. Alexander Masterton has

been identified with this church and with the consistory from the very

beginning. On the 5th of November, 1850, at the organization of the church, he

was chosen by the people to be one of the deacons, and he became at the same

time, by vote of the consistory, its clerk. In July, 1861, he became an elder,

and he continued to serve as elder and as clerk until his earthly life closed,

on the 8th of May. He has been our efficient clerk for nearly forty-nine years.

The history of our church was embodied in his life, and he was himself a large part

of it in every one of its departments, giving bountifully to its funds and

husbanding wisely its resources, bearing its burdens at times almost alone, and

co-operating most heartily with those who from time to time came, in the

providence of God, to be his associates. He was wise in counsel, sweet in

spirit, strong in faith, fervent in prayer. We have been much refreshed by his

company, and while we shall often sigh for the touch of the vanished hand and

for the sound of the voice that is still, we are deeply grateful to the Blessed

Head of the church that it has been our high privilege to take part with one so

devout, so winsome, so Christlike in the management of the affairs of this

church. May his mantle fall upon us. We say to ourselves as we remember how

suddenly he was taken from us, " Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as

ye think not the Son of Man cometh." 




 We commend the household,

bereaved of their head, and especially do we commend our beloved sister in

Christ, the desire of whose eyes have been taken away, to God and to the word

of His grace, which is able to build them up. We crave for the church of

Christ, in the care of which we have been associated with our departed brother,

precious faith like his and singlehearted devotion to the Lord's work. The

blessed dead, we know that they rest from their labors; may we see their works

following them. May he, although dead, yet speak for Christ; and may many

follow him even as he followed Christ. 




 




 The following tribute is from

Francis Bacon, one of the life-long and intimate friends of the deceased: 




 




 By the death of Mr.

Alexander Masterton, the Reformed church of Bronxville, New York, as well as

our entire community, have suffered a terrible loss. He was the senior elder of

our church, the superintendent of our Sunday-school, the treasurer of our

village and of our school board. He enjoyed the confidence and esteem of all

our community. I cannot refrain from giving my testimony as to my personal

loss„ and my high esteem of my friend. I have known him for nearly forty years.

For nearly thirty years I have been associated with him in the consistory of

our church, and in village and school affairs. To me he was the embodiment of

all that was good. His whole life taught purity and peace. He would sooner

suffer than resent an injury. Faith in God, and his own pure heart, gave him

strength to meet the man alone who had previously threatened his life, and was

planning to murder him. He was willing to meet this man who wrote, " Let

bygones be bygones," while inviting him to his death. It is appropriate to

the memory of my departed friend to quote: " Blessed are the pure in heart

for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called

the children of God. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you

and say all manner of evil against you, falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be

exceedingly glad, for so persecuted they the prophets which were before

you." 




 




 The following paragraphs give

the text of the resolutions passed by the board of education and the trustees

of the village of Bronxville: 




 




 School District No. 2, Town of

East Chester. 




TUCKAHOE, N. Y., May 9, 1899. 




 




Mrs. Alexander Masterton: 




Dear Madam: At a meeting of the

board of education the following resolution was adopted: 




 Whereas, Through the

painful dispensation of Divine Providence, we have lost our esteemed treasurer,

Alexander Masterton, who for more than twenty years has been treasurer of this

school district and who has endeared himself to the members of this board by

his genial disposition and faithful performance of every trust; therefore. 




 Resolved, That at the death

of Alexander Masterton we have lost a true friend and faithful treasurer, who,

by his efforts and sincere devotion to duty, merits the respect of all; and 




 Resolved, That we extend to

the wife and family of our deceased treasurer our sincere sympathy in their sad

bereavement, and trust the memory of his many good qualities and loving deeds

may in some measure console them in their affliction. 




 R. E. Bennett, Secretary. 




* * *




 Bronxville, N. Y., May 10,

1899. 




Dear Mrs. Masterton; 




 I am directed by the board

of trustees of the village to send you the following: Whereas, Our esteemed

fellow citizen, Mr. Alexander Masterton, has been taken from us by death, and 




 Whereas, He has faithfully

discharged the duties devolving upon him as a citizen and as treasurer of this

village. 




 Resolved, That we, the

board of trustees of this village, do hereby express our deep sense of loss;

and that we extend to his family our sympathy; and that a copy of these

resolutions be sent to his widow; and, further. 




 Resolved, That the board do

now adjourn in respect to his memory. 




 Yours very respectfully, 




 David E. Smith, M. D.

Village Clerk. 




 




 The funeral services were held

at the family home on the 6th day of May, 1899, and many friends of the

deceased assembled to pay a last sad tribute to the memory of a true and noble

man. Among the mourners was J. Ives Plumb, a son of the assassin, James Neale

Plumb, the former having been closely associated with his father's victim. The

funeral memorials included eulogies by Rev. W. S. C. Webster, D. D., pastor of the

Bronxville Dutch Reformed church, and Rev. Alfred E. Myers, D. D., of the

Marble Collegiate Reformed church, at Twenty-ninth street and Fifth avenue, New

York, who was pastor of the Bronxville church twenty years ago. Interment was

made in Woodlawn cemetery, where was laid to rest the mortal tenement of one

whose life had been consecrated to all that was good and true and noble. In

conclusion we cannot do better than to quote from the timely tribute written by

one who had known Mr. Masterton long and intimately. Rev. Isaac L. Kipp: 




 




 Upon the mere circumstances

of his death it is not the design of this tribute to dwell. Death in any case

is only a circumstance. Many of God's dear children have made their passage

into life under forms more painful than his of whom we write. He was spared the

decay of years. He was exempted from the pains and privations of a long,

lingering sickness, and dreadful as the surprise attending such an event may be

for family and friends, surprise for him was more the sudden consciousness of

entering upon the invisible glory. The loss was not to him, but to those who

miss him, and they are many; and for them remains the fact, in all its sadness

and surprise, that one so fit to live, so widely endeared and respected, will

be seen no more in that material form, and in those places where his presence

and greeting have been so familiar. There are circles of hearts that sorrow for

his death which vary in extent. Into the sacredness of that grief which shrouds

his beautiful home, where it would seem that no condition of earthly enjoyment

was lacking, and where ample means and exquisite refinement were pervaded by

the tenderest human love and consecrated by the Love Divine, we may not

intrude. Something more efficient than human sympathy is needed to lift the

darkness which has fallen upon that center of beauty and joy. But to those who

knew Mr. Masterton in his home, who were privileged to enjoy his hospitality

and enter as guests into that family life, there cannot but be a deep sympathetic

sorrow, which would prompt expression in assurance to them and in earnest

prayer to God in their behalf. No one really knew Mr. Masterton who did not

know him in his home. Beyond the home circle, to those associated with him in

business relations, and those without direct relations of this character but

accustomed to meet him along the lines of his daily course to and from the

varied places whither his official duties took him, there is sorrow for his

death. His kindly greeting will be missed by many. 




 It is a simple tribute of

regard we offer to the memory of one so well and so widely known, and so worthy

of record and respect. We pen no biographical sketch, but only desire to

express appreciation and affection for one whom for near a score of years we have

been privileged to know. Alexander Masterton was a man well-endowed with

qualities which give a man ranking position among men. His natural abilities

were of high order. He was sound in intellect, judicious and discriminating and

under strong self-control. Social advantages and opportunities, which he

enjoyed to a high degree, exerted their influence upon him and gave a. polish

to his bearing which, with his innate and instinctive gentle manliness, made

him conspicuous in this respect. He was one of the most urbane men it has ever

been our privilege to know ; and yet he was as modest and unassuming in his

bearing as anyone could possibly be. With all his gentleness and quietness of

speech, Mr. Masterton was a man of clear, strong conviction, and uncompromising

in principle. * * * One of the strongest proofs of his established character

and reputation for probity was the fact of the frequency with which he had been

called upon to act as executor and administrator of estates and guardian of

minor heirs. On all such occasions he was indefatigably faithful to the trust

reposed in him and discharged the duties of his responsible positions with

unswerving rectitude and fearless forwarding of the interests of those

committed to his care. 




 And above all, and through

all, Mr. Masterton was a Christian. Pure, devoted, unaffected,— above all else

he sought the kingdom of God and his righteousness in as near approach to

saintliness of spirit as is often attained in this life. He was both active and

devout. Nothing kept him from his post of service, and his life exhaled the

fragrance of prayer and praise. "Rare Ben Jonson," was the touching

eulogy of friendship over that sweet, pure life; and the same tender epitaph is

applicable to him to whose memory this tribute is offered. To that dearly loved

wife, who had been so truly, and by him, as well as by all who know her, an

appreciated helpmeet in all the long years of their happy wedded life; to

children and to children's children,— the tenderest sympathy will be universally

accorded. Bereaved church of Bronxville and the wide circle of sorrowing

friends in grief for the death, be grateful for the life of this Israelite

indeed. 




 




HOAG, HON. JOHN.




 




 Hon. John Hoag, one of

Westchester county's prominent citizens, comes of Quaker stock and is descended

in lines which have been influential in this part of New York for generations.

He is the son of Israel G. and Phebe (Carpenter) Hoag and was born in the town

of North Castle, August 3, 1847. John Hoag, his paternal grandfather, was born

in Dutchess county. New York, in 1781, and located in Westchester county in

early life. He married Parthenia Green, daughter of Oliver Green, a Westchester

county farmer well known in his time, and had three children, Israel G. (father

of John), Phebe and Anna Maria. The last mentioned married Joshua W. Bowron.

John Hoag died October 12, 1850, full of years and honor. 




 Israel G. Hoag was the second

child of John and Parthenia (Green) Hoag and was born in the town of New

Castle, Westchester county, October 2, 1815. He was educated in public and

private schools. In 1835 he located in Ossining and was a leading farmer of

that town until his death, which occurred January 17, 1875. He took an active

part in town affairs and was assessor of the town of Ossining for twelve years.

Politically he was in early life a Whig; later he was a Democrat. He was a

Friend, and his whole life was marked by the simple honesty of his faith. He

married Miss Phebe Carpenter, who died July 15, 1851. She bore him two

children, John, and Mary B., who married Forman W. Miller. Phebe (Carpenter)

Hoag was thirty-three years old at the time of her death. She was a daughter of

Rees Carpenter, who was a native of Westchester county, and during the greater

part of his active career a merchant and farmer in the town of North Castle, of

which he was supervisor for several terms and in the affairs of which he took

an active and influential interest. He was a member of the Society of Friends,

and in politics was originally a Whig, and later a Republican. He married Sarah

Bowron and they had born to them six children, five of whom grew to manhood and

womanhood: Jacob, David, Phebe, Freelove and Hannah. The other one died in

infancy. Rees Carpenter died in August, 1871, at the age of eighty-three; his

wife in 1867, at the age of seventy-two. 




 Hon. John Hoag was educated in

private schools in the village of Sing Sing, and at the Mount Pleasant Military

Academy, at Sing Sing, an old and thorough institution founded about 1818. He

left school in his seventeenth year and took up the work of assisting to carry

on his father's farming operations, on the family homestead in Ossining, about

a mile from the center of Sing Sing, where he has continuously lived ever

since. The farm is a fine one, embracing sixty-eight acres of valuable land,

provided with first class buildings and every facility and appliance that could

conduce to its successful management. He early became practically interested in

the affairs of the town and took an active interest in local and national

politics, considering all public questions from the point of view of a

patriotic and conservative Democrat. His influence was fully recognized by his

townsmen, and he was six times elected supervisor of Ossining and was chosen to

fill other important home offices. He represented his district in the assembly

in 1883 and in 1890 was elected treasurer of Westchester county, and re-elected

in 1893. the duties of which responsible office he discharged for six years

with the greatest fidelity and credit. 




 Mr. Hoag has been active in

business circles. He was one of the organizers of the Westchester Trust

Company, in 1898. Its officers are John Hoag, president; C. P. Marsden, Jr.,

secretary; Leslie R. Dickson, treasurer; and S. T. Kellogg, accountant. He is a

vice-president of the Sing Sing Savings Bank, vice-president of the White

Plains Bank, and director of the First National Bank of Sing Sing, and has from

time to time been prominently identified with 'other scarcely less important

interests. 




 Mr. Hoag was married on

October 4, 1870, to Elizabeth Celeste Acker, daughter of Sylvester and Esther

M. Acker. She died December 14, 1897. Their children are George F. and John,

Jr. (twins), and Henry B. 




 




HUDSON, HENRY




 




 The 13th day of September,

1609, marked the point of division between the prehistoric and the historic

periods of the district of country now known as Westchester county. On that day

Henry Hudson, the intrepid English navigator, anchored his vessel, the Half

Moon, in the newly discovered river (which bears his name), near the site of

the present city of Yonkers. The dawn of the following day disclosed the

residents of the village of Nappeckamak gathered upon the eastern shore, and

viewing with wonder, but with a kindly interest, the strange revelation before

them. We now know much, although far too little, of what has since transpired

here; but we know almost nothing of the events of the untold centuries that

preceded that day. 




 The European discoveries of

North America found the continent peopled with millions of human beings, of

types analogous to those of the Old World, and with characteristics almost

equally varied. In stature they covered a wide range, from the dwarf-like

denizens of the far north to the vigorous inhabitants of other sections, whose

height averaged, in the men, fully six feet. In activity and courage they

excited the admiration of their discoverers. Their color was unique, and was

imagined to resemble that of copper; but further investigation showed that this

color varied greatly. Some of the natives were found to be nearly as dark as

negroes, while in other sections they were almost as light as Caucasians. They

spoke many hundred different languages, which showed striking analogies in

their grammatical construction with equally striking disparity in their

vocabulary. The goal sought by these discoverers was India, and, imagining that

they had found its outlying provinces, they called the inhabitants of the new

land Indians. 




 It would be the merest

conjecture to attempt to state how long man had occupied the American

continent. Apart from the length of time required for producing new languages,

or even dialects, and from all ethnological considerations, there are facts

connected with his existence here that indicate a period of almost incalculable

antiquity. Of the animals found in the New World, none were identical with

those known in the Old World, and in the vegetable kingdom the same rule held

almost as absolutely. 




 When the Half Moon lay at

anchor off the village of Nappeckamak, the Indians soon overcame the terror

that naturally accompanied so strange an apparition, and, putting off in their

canoes, went on board in large numbers. Their curiosity knew no bounds, and was

only- restrained by their dread of the supernatural powers the strangers might

possess. By Hudson's own statement, he himself first violated faith with them.

He detained two of their number on the vessel, and, although they soon jumped

overboard and swam to the shore, his act was nevertheless an outrage upon the

universal rules of hospitality. He recorded that when they reached the shore,

they called to him "in scorn." Hudson ascended the river to Albany,

holding communication with the Indians along the way; and so kind was their

disposition toward him that he wrote of them as "the loving people."

On his return he came through the Highlands on the 1st of October, and anchored

below the village of Sackhoes, on whose site Peekskill has been built. Here

"the people of the mountains" came on board and greatly wondered at

the ship and weapons, the color of the men and their dress. Descending the

river, Hudson found that the Indians at Yonkers were prepared to resent his

treatment. The young men whom he had attempted to kidnap came out with their

friends in canoes and discharged their arrows at the Half Moon, "in

recompense whereof six muskets replied and killed two or three of them."

The Indians renewed the attack from a point of land (perhaps preceding the

vessel to Fort Washington), but "a falcon shot killed two of them and the

rest fled into the woods; yet they manned off another canoe with nine or ten

men," through which a falcon shot was sent, killing one of its occupants.

Three or four more were killed by the sailors' muskets, and the Half Moon

" hurried down into the bay clear of all danger." Hudson returned to

Holland and reported his discoveries to his employees, the Dutch East India

Company. During the following ten or twelve years many voyages were made to the

shores of the Hudson and the Sound for the purposes of trade with the Indians,

for their furs, and to explore the country. In 1621 the Dutch West India

Company was incorporated. Two years afterward it formed trading stations at New

Amsterdam and at Fort Orange, and considerable settlements were made on the

sites of the future cities of New York and Albany. In 1626 Manhattan island was

sold by the Indians. In 1639 the first sale of land in Westchester county was

made. It included the northern shore of Spuyten Duyvil creek. Other sales were

made by the Indians to the Dutch until, on the 8th day of August, 1699, the

sachems Sackima, Corachpa, Wechrequa, Monrechro and sundry other Indians gave a

general deed confirming numerous smaller sales made to Stephanus Van Cortlandt

and others, and conveying the lands that were afterward known as Cortlandt's

Manor. 




 When Henry Hudson sailed away

from the river he had discovered, its shores re-echoed with the war-cries of a

people whose confidence he had abused and whose kindred he had slain. The

hostility he had awakened was not mitigated by subsequent events, and when

afterward the traders came, mutual suspicion and distrust were not long in

bringing the clash of arms. So soon as the Dutch had made a settlement, their cattle

were allowed to run at large 'for pasturage, and " frequently came into

the corn of the Indians, which was unfenced on all sides, committing great

damage there. This led to complaints on their part, and finally to revenge on

the cattle, without sparing even the horses." In 1626 a Weckquaesgeek

Indian, from the vicinity of Tarrytown, while on his way to Fort Amsterdam to

exchange his furs, was robbed and killed by men in the employ of Peter Minuit,

the first Dutch director. 




 The announcement of Hudson's

great discovery did not produce rapid results. The extraordinary success of the

East India Company at that time, and the enormous dividends it declared, drew

the general attention to the eastern and not to the western world. A single

vessel in 1610, the year after the return of the Half Moon, made a successful

trading voyage to the "River of the Mountains," returning to Holland

with a valuable cargo of peltries. ' Two Dutch navigators, Hendrick

Christiaensen, or Colstiaensen, and Adrian Block, chartering a vessel commanded

by Captain Ryser, next made a voyage to the new region. In the early part of

1613 Hendrick Corstiaensen, in the Fortune, and Block, in the Tiger, sailed

again to the Manhattan, and explored the adjacent coasts and waters. Other

vessels also visited the bay and river, and all returned with profitable

cargoes of furs. No trouble was experienced with the natives, who were ready

and willing to exchange their skins for the novel and attractive goods of

Europe. 




 




STUYVESANT, PETER




 




 In 1650 Peter Stuyvesant, on

behalf of the colony of New Netherland, had a conference with the authorities

of Connecticut at Hartford, which resulted in a provisional treaty of the

boundary that the line should "begin at the west side of Greenwich bay,

being about four miles from Stamford, and so run a northerly line twenty miles

up into the country, until it shall be notified by the two governments of the

Dutch and of England, provided the said line come not within ten miles of the

Hudson river." This agreement was never sanctioned by the home

governments, and thirteen years later, on the 13th of October, 1663, a second

conference was held, at which Connecticut proposed " that Westchester and

all ye people of lands between that and Stamford shall belong to their colony

of Connecticut till it be otherwise issued," which proposition was refused

by the agents of Governor Stuyvesant, who proposed that " West Chester,

with the land and people to Stamford, shall abide under the government of

Connecticut till the tyme that the bounds and limits betwixt the abovesaid

colony and the province of New Netherland shall be determined heare (by our

mutual accord or by persons mutually chosen, — margin) or by his Royal Majesty

of England and other high and mighty lords of the estates of the united

provinces. " 




 War breaking out between

England and Holland, this agreement or treaty was never ratified by the home

governments. Finally new regulations were adopted, and Peter Stuyvesant was

appointed director-general. It was hoped that he would also prove a

"redresser-general." He came to New Netherland in 1646 and assumed

the reins of government as the successor of Kieft. 




 Stuyvesant's administration

was an energetic one on the part of the director-general, but he was beset with

difficulties on every hand. He was anxious to insist on the Dutch claim to all

the territory from the Connecticut to the Delaware rivers, which the English

settlers were as emphatic in denying. The English pushed their settlements

almost to the Harlem river. On Long Island they claimed entire independence of

New Netherland. Stuyvesant had further troubles with the Indians up the Hudson.

The internal affairs of his government were very jarring. Jealousies and

disputes were frequent. He was stern in his assertion of authority, but that

authority was but poorly respected. To add to his difficulties, he was very

insufficiently supported by the college of the company in Amsterdam. The

unfortunate organization of the company became more and more apparent. New

Netherland was a financial burden. When, therefore, in 1664, in utter disregard

of the rights and authority of the Dutch, the King of England gave to his

Jarother, the Duke of York and Albany, the territory between the Connecticut

and Delaware rivers, and Richard Nichols, as lieutenant-governor, with a fleet

of four ships and four hundred men, appeared before New Amsterdam, the colony

was ripe for a change, and, despite the earnest protests of Stuyvesant, quietly

surrendered, and the Dutch authority ceased. It was restored, for a short

period only, in 1673. 




 Peter Stuyvesant was born in

Holland in 1602, and died in New York city, in August, 1682. 




 




KINGSLEY, ORRIN DAYTON, M. D.




 




 In every community the family physician

is influential above most of his fellow citizens, for the reason that his

association with its members in times of sorrow, suspense and affliction draws

him very near to them if he be a good man of kindly sympathies. The subject of

this sketch is one of the older members of the medical profession in White

Plains, and he has been called an ideal family physician. He settled here in

1876, when quite a young man, and for nearly a quarter of a century has been

actively engaged in the practice of medicine in this community, being one of

the early representatives of the homeopathic school in this place. 




 Dr. Kingsley was born in the

town of Sodus, Wayne county. New York, July 6, 1849, descending from an old New

England family, and his ancestry, may be traced in a direct line to colonial

times. John Kingsley, the founder of the family in America, was a native of

England. He emigrated to the New World in 1631 and settled in Massachusetts.

The family continued to reside in Massachusetts and Connecticut until the

beginning of this century, when the grandfather of the present generation

located in northern New York, where he was one of the earliest and one of the

most influential residents. Here three generations of this branch of the family

lived. When the Doctor, who represents the eighth generation, appeared upon the

scene everything had undergone a change. The wilderness had disappeared and

prosperous towns and cities had grown up and farms had been improved and

beautified. There, in his native place, he passed his boyhood in the manner

usual to such communities, except that, displaying a fondness for study, he was

given better educational advantages than most of his playmates. After spending

some years at the Marion Collegiate Institute, a leading school of that time,

he was sent to Phillips Academy, at Andover, Massachusetts, to finish his

preparation for college. The years he passed at Andover were exceedingly

pleasant and profitable. The studious habits acquired there have remained with

him through his professional career, and have added much ta the success of his

life. Ill health, however, for several years prevented the completion of his

literary course; but, recovering somewhat, he decided upon the study of

medicine and entered the office of Dr. Myron H. Adams, at Palmyra, New York.

After the prescribed course of reading under Dr. Adams' preceptorship, he

studied at the Detroit Medical College, and was graduated in the class of 1873.

In the following year he took a post-graduate course in the New York Homeopathic

College, where he was graduated in 1874. 




 Returning to his home, he

entered into partnership with his preceptor, Dr. Adams, of Palmyra, New York,

where he remained two years, enjoying the advantage of a large experience. In

1876 he moved to White Plains and succeeded to the practice of Dr. W. A. Ely,

who had occupied the field for a few years. He met with success from the first,

and at the end of six years had so increased the practice of his predecessor

that he could no longer manage it alone. In 1882 he associated with him Dr. A.

M. Haight, of Woodbridge, New Jersey, who still remains in partnership with him

in the management of their extensive practice. 




 October 15, 1873, Dr. Kingsley

married Miss Rachel M. Shipley, of Pultneyville, Wayne county, New York, a

daughter of Waters Shipley, who was a prominent citizen of that place. The

Doctor is the father of three children: Florence Birdina, who died June 24,

1883; and Charles W. and Arthur D. , both of whom are living. The Doctor and

his wife are prominent members of the Presbyterian church of White Plains, in

which he has served as elder for the past eighteen years. Both take an active

and helpful part in the religious life of the church and community. 




 Dr. Kingsley is one of the

physicians of the Westchester Temporary Home for Destitute Children and a

member of the New York State and Westchester County Medical Societies. He has

always been- a progressive physician, seeking to avail himself of every

discovery of science that might aid in the relief of human suffering. His life

has been one of strictest fidelity to his profession. Prompt, energetic and

skillful, he has by attention to every detail of business attained both

prominence in his profession and financial success. 




 




TILDEN, SAMUEL JONES




 




 In an old-fashioned frame

dwelling-house still standing, though considerably older than our federal

constitution, Mr. Tilden was born on the 9th of February, 1814. The old

homestead, where four generations of the family have been reared, fronts upon

the long street which constitutes the backbone of the village of New Lebanon,

in the county of Columbia, in the state of New York. 




 Mr. Tilden's ancestry may be

traced back to the latter part of the sixteenth century and to the county of

Kent, in England, where the name is still most honorably associated with the

army, the navy and the church. In 1634 Nathaniel Tilden was among the Puritans

who left Kent to settle in America. Eleven years previously he had been mayor

of Tenterden. He was succeeded in that office by his cousin John, as he had

been preceded by his uncle John, in 1585 and 1600. He removed with his family

to Scituate, in the colony of Massachusetts, in 1634. He was one of the

commissioners to locate that town, and the first recorded conveyance of any of

its soil was made to him. His brother, Joseph, was one of the merchant

adventurers of London who fitted out the Mayflower. This Nathaniel Tilden

married Hannah Bourne, one of whose sisters, married a brother of Governor

Winslow and another a son of Governor Bradford. Among the associates of Joseph

Tilden in fitting out the Mayflower was Timothy Hatherby, who afterward married

the widow of Nathaniel Tilden, and was a leading citizen of Scituate until

expelled from public life for refusing to prosecute the Quakers. 




 Governor Tilden's grandfather,

John Tilden, settled in Columbia county, since then uninterruptedly the

residence of this branch of the Tilden family. The Governor's mother was

descended from William Jones, lieutenant-governor of the colony of New Haven,

who, in all the histories of Connecticut, is represented to have been the son

of Colonel John Jones, who was one of the regicide judges of Charles 1, and who

is said to have married a sister of Oliver Cromwell and a cousin of John

Hamden. The Governor's father, a farmer and merchant of New Lebanon, was a man

of notable judgment and practical sense and the accepted oracle of the county

upon all matters of public concern, while his opinion was also eagerly sought

and justly valued by all his neighbors, but by none more than by the late

President Van Buren, who, till his death, was one of his most cherished and

intimate personal friends. 




 Samuel J., after a suitable

preparatory education at Williamstown, Massachusetts, was entered at Yale

College in the class of 1833, where, however, in consequence of ill health, he

was not able to complete the course. He concluded his collegiate studies at the

New York University, and then took the course of law in that institution, at

the same time entering the law office of the late John W. Edmunds, then a

prominent member of the New York bar. While yet in his 'teens he was a watchful

student of the political situation, and tradition has preserved many

interesting stories of his triumphs, both of speech and pen, in the political

area. Young and obscure as he then was. Presidents Van Buren and Jackson had in

this state few more effective champions of the great measures of their

respective administrations than this stripling from New Lebanon. 




 He was admitted to the bar in

1841. Four years before, when only twenty-three years of age, he delivered a

speech in Columbia county on the subject of "Prices and Wages," which

not only attracted the attention and won the admiration of the leading

political economists of that time, but is today one of perhaps the half-dozen

most profound, comprehensive and instructive papers on that complicated subject

now in print in any language. Upon his admission to the bar Mr. Tilden opened

an office in Pine street, in the city of New York, which will be remembered by

his acquaintances of that period as a favorite resort for the leading

Democrats, whether resident or casually on a visit to that city. 




 In 1844, in anticipation and

preparation for the election which resulted in making James K. Polk president,

and Silas Wright governor of the state of New York, Mr. Tilden, in connection

with John L. O'Sullivan, founded the newspaper called the Daily News, by far

the ablest morning journal that had up to that time been enlisted in the

service of the Democratic party. Its success was immediate and complete, and to

its efficiency was largely due the success of the Democratic ticket that year.

As Mr. Tilden did not propose to enter journalism as a career, and embarked in

this enterprise merely for its bearing upon the presidential campaign of 1844,

he retired from it after the election, presenting his entire interest in the

property to his colleague. 




 In the fall of 1845 he was

sent to the assembly from the city of New York, and while a member of that body

was elected to the convention for remodeling the constitution of the state,

which was to commence its sessions a few weeks after the legislature adjourned.

In both of these bodies he was a conspicuous authority, and left a permanent

impression upon the legislation of the year, and especially upon all the new

constitutional provisions affecting the finances of the state and the

management of its system of canals. In this work he was associated, by personal

and political sympathy, most intimately with Governor Wright, Michael Hoffman

and with Azariah C. Flagg, then the controller of the state, who had all

learned to value very highly his counsel and co-operation. 




 The defeat of Mr. Wright in

the fall of 1846, and the coolness which had grown up between the friends of

President Polk and the friends of the late President Van Buren, resulted

fortunately for Mr. Tilden, if not for the country, in withdrawing his attention

from politics and concentrating it upon his profession. He inherited no

fortune, but depended upon his own exertions for a livelihood. Thus far his

labor for the state or in his profession had not been lucrative, and, despite

his strong tastes and pre-eminent qualifications for political life, he was

able to discern at that early period the importance, in this country at least,

of a pecuniary independence for the successful prosecution of a political

career. With an assiduity and a concentration of energy which had characterized

all the transactions of his life, he now gave himself up to his profession. It

was not many years before he became as well-known at the bar as he had before

been known as a politician. His business developed rapidly, and though he

continued to take more or less interest in political matters, they were not

allowed, after 1857, to interfere with his professional duties. 




 From that time until 1869,

when he again consecrated all his personal and professional energies to the

reform of the municipal government of New York city, a period of about twenty

years, his was nearly or quite the largest and most lucrative practice

conducted by any single barrister in the country. During what may be termed the

professional parts of his career he had associated his name imperishably with

some of the most remarkable forensic struggles of our time. 




 It was, however, during this

period of Mr. Tilden's life in which he was devoting himself almost exclusively

to his profession, that his name figures prominently in one of the most

important political transactions in American history. The convention held in

1848, at Baltimore, for the selection of a presidential ticket to be supported

by the Democratic party presumed to deny to the regular delegates from New York

state, of whom Mr. Tilden was one, admission to their body upon equal terms

with the delegates from other states, assigning as a reason that the convention

which chose them had declared that the immunity from slavery contained in the

Jeffersonian ordinance of 1787 should be applied to all the territories of the

northwest so long as they should remain under the government of congress. Mr.

Tilden was selected by his colleagues of the delegation to make their report to

their constituents, a report which helped to make the Utica convention of June,

1848, one of the most momentous in the history of the country. 




 "With this intolerant

proscription of the New York Democracy began the disastrous schism which was

destined to rend in twain both the great parties of the country and practically

to annihilate the political organization which had given a wise and beneficent

government to the country for half a century. Then and there, too, were laid

the foundations of the political conglomerate, which, in 1860, acquired, and

for a quarter of a century retained, uninterrupted control of our federal

government. 




 "Just twenty-eight years

after the delegate from New York, who had been selected by his colleagues for

the purpose, broke to their outraged constituents the story of their state's

humiliation, that same delegate received the suffrages, of a large majority of

his countrymen for the highest honor in their gift; and to-day, through that

delegate's influence, another citizen of New York who was nominated by a

Democratic national convention, which imposed no sectional tests, and who was

elected without the 'vote of a single slave-holder, becomes the chief

magistrate and most honored citizen of the republic. ' The wheel is come full

circle,' and the bones of the Democratic party that were broken upon the cross

of slavery in 1848, now, after an interval of thirty-six years, are once more

knit together, and the traditions and the doctrines inherited from the golden

age of the Republic are about to resume, not merely their official, but their

moral supremacy in the nation." 




 The four years, from 1869 to

1873, were mainly devoted by Mr. Tilden to the overthrow of what was known as

the "Tweed ring," which had thoroughly debauched every branch of the

New York city government, legislative, executive and judicial, and was

threatening the state government also with its foul embrace. 




 "The total surrender of

my professional business during that period," he has said in one of his

published communications, "the nearly absolute withdrawal of attention

from my private affairs, and from all enterprises in which I am interested,

have cost me a loss of actual income, which, with expenditures and

contributions the contest has required, would be a respectable endowment of a

public, charity. 




 "I do not speak of these

things," he adds, "to regret them. In my opinion, no instrumentality

in human society is so potential in its influence on the well-being of mankind

as the governmental machinery which administers justice and makes and executes

laws. No benefaction of private benevolence could be so fruitful in benefits as

the rescue of this machinery from the perversion which had made it a means of

conspiracy, fraud and crime against the rights and the most sacred interests of

a great community." 




 When Mr. Tilden thus wrote he

had not experienced nor could he have foreseen the legal consummation of his

labors in the arrest, imprisonment or flight of all the parties who, only a few

months before, seemed to hold the wealth and power of the Empire state in the

hollow of their hands, nor the condemnation of Tweed to the striped jacket and

cell of a felon, nor the recovery of verdicts which promised to restore to the

city treasury many millions of ill-gotten plunder. Nor could he have foreseen,

among the most direct and immediate results of his labors for the purification

of the New York city and state governments, his election as governor, in the

fall of 1874. by a majority of more than fifty thousand over General Dix, the

Republican candidate. 




 The talents and public virtues

which, as a municipal reformer, won the confidence of the people of his native

state and made him governor, on this new and wider theater won the confidence

and admiration of the nation and made him its choice by a considerable popular

majority for the presidency in 1876. It was not, however, in the order of

Providence that he or the people were to enjoy the legitimate fruits of this

latter victory. 




 When congress convened in the

winter of 1876-77, and proceeded to discharge its constitutional duty of

counting the electoral votes for president and vice president, it appeared that

there were one hundred and eighty-four uncontested electoral votes for Samuel

J. Tilden for president and for Thomas A. Hendricks for vice president; one

hundred and sixty-five uncontested votes for Rutherford B. Hayes for president

and William A. Wheeler for vice president, and twenty votes in dispute. One

hundred and eighty-five votes were necessary for a choice; consequently, one

additional vote to Tilden and Hendricks would have elected them, while twenty

additional votes were required for the election of the rival candidates. The

whole election, therefore, depended upon one electoral vote. This gave to the

mode of counting the vote an importance which it had never possessed at any of

the twenty-one previous elections in the history of our government. 




 The provisions of the

constitution relating to the mode of counting the vote were sufficiently vague

to furnish a pretext for some diversity of opinion upon the subject, wherein

the temptation to find one was so great. A majority of the senate being

Republicans and a majority of the house of representatives being Democrats,

that the senate would not agree to count any one of these twenty votes for Tilden

and Hendricks was assumed; and, to avoid a conflict of jurisdiction, which was

thought by some to threaten the peace of the country, a special tribunal, to

consist of members of congress and of the supreme court, fifteen in number, was

created, upon which the duty of counting the electoral vote was devolved by an

act of congress. One of the members of this tribunal was classified as an

independent, seven as Republicans and seven as Democrats. The Republicans voted

to count all the votes of the three contested states for Hayes, and the

independent member voted with them, and the candidate elected to the presidency

by a considerable popular majority was compelled to give place to the candidate

of a minority. 




 The circumstances under which

Mr. Tilden was deprived of the presidency made it inconvenient, indeed

impossible, to obey the counsels and warnings of declining health to lay down

the leadership of the great party whose unexampled wrong was represented in his

person, until he could surrender it into the hands of its proper national

representatives. As soon, however, as the national Democratic convention

assembled in 1880, he felt constrained to address to the chairman of the New

York delegation the memorable letter in which he proclaimed his well-considered

intention to retire from public life, for the labors of which he had long felt

his health and strength were unequal. In 1884 he was obliged to repeat his

resolution, to prevent his nomination by the delegates to the national

convention, who were almost unanimously chosen because of their avowed

partiality for Mr. Tilden as their candidate, notwithstanding his impaired and

failing health. Finding it impossible to obtain his consent to run, the

convention accepted a candidate of his choice from the state which he had

served so long and faithfully, and his choice was ratified by the nation at the

general election. 




 Mr. Tilden thereafter enjoyed

the repose he had so fully earned, and such health as only repose could confer,

at his princely home of Graystone, on the banks of the Hudson, which became the

pilgrim's shrine of the reinstated party, which Jefferson planted and which

Jackson and Van Buren watered. 




 Of this honored statesman the

following words were written prior to his death: 




 He is one of the few surviving

statesmen who had the good fortune to receive early political training in the

golden age of the Democratic party, when public measures were thoroughly tested

by the constitution and by public opinion, and when by ample debate the voters

of the whole nation were educated, not only to embrace but also to comprehend

the principles upon which their government was conducted, — a training to which

his subsequent political career bears continual testimony. Whatever heresies of

doctrine have crept into our public policy since those days, the respectability

for them will not rest with them. In all the papers and speeches with which

from time to time he has endeavored to enlighten his countrymen, it will be

difficult to find a line or a thought not in harmony with the teachings of the

eminent statesmen who, during the first fifty years of our national history,

traced the limits and defined the functions of constitutional Democracy in

America. From that epoch to this there has been scarcely a question of public

concern having its roots in the constitution which Mr. Tilden has not carefully

considered and more or less thoroughly treated. He was a champion of the Union

and of President Jackson against the Nullifiers and Mr. Calhoun. He denounced

the American system of Mr. Clay as unconstitutional, inequitable and sectional.

He vindicated the removal of the government deposits from the United States

Bank by President Jackson, and exploded the sophistical doctrine of its lawyers

that the treasury is not an executive department. He vindicated President Van

Buren from the charge made by William Leggett of unbecoming subserviency to the

slaveholding states in his inaugural address. He was among the first to insist

upon free banking under general laws, thus opening the business equally to all,

and abolishing the monopoly which was a nearly universal superstition. He

exposed the perils of banking upon public funds. He advocated the divorce of

bank and state, and the establishment of a subtreasury. He asserted the supervisory

control of the legislature over corporations of its own creation. He exposed

the enormities of Mr. Webster's scheme to pledge the public lands for the

payment of the debts of the states. He drew and vindicated in a profoundly

learned and able report the act which put an end to the discontents of the New

York "anti-renters." He wrote the protest of the Democracy of New

York against making the nationalization of slavery a test of party fealty. He

was the first, we believe, to assign statesmanlike reasons for opposing

coercive temperance legislation. He pointed out, as no one had done before, the

danger of sectionalizing the government. He planned the campaign, he secured

the requisite legislation, he bore much the largest expense, and, filially, he drove

the storming party which drove Tweed and his predatory associates to prison or

into exile. He purified the judiciary of the city and state of New York by

procuring the adoption of measures which resulted in the removal of one judge

by impeachment and of two judges by resignation. He induced the Democratic

convention of 1874 to declare, in no uncertain tone, for a sound currency, when

not a single state convention of either party had yet ventured to take a stand

against the financial delusions begotten of the war, which for years had been

sapping the credit of the country. It was at his instance that the Democratic

party of New York, in the same convention, pronounced against third-term

presidents, and effectively strengthened the exposed intrenchments which the

country, for eighty years and more, had been erecting against the insidious

encroachments of dynasticism. During his career as governor Mr. Tilden applied

the principles of the political school in which he had been educated to the new

questions which time, civil war and national affluence had made paramount. He

overthrew the " canal ring," which had become ascendant in all the

departments of the state government. He dispersed the lobby which infested the

legislative bodies. He introduced a practical reform in the civil service of

this state, and elevated the standard of official morality. In his messages he

exposed the weakness and inadequacy of the financial policy of the party in

power, the mismanagement of our canal system, the federal assaults upon state

sovereignty, and the pressing need of radical reforms both in the state and

federal administrations. 




 It is due to Mr. Tilden, also,

to say that he rarely discussed any matter of public concern without planting

the structure of his argument upon the solid ground of fundamental principles.

Always cautious in the selection of his facts, singularly moderate in his

statements and temperate in his language, he, better than perhaps any other

statesman of our time, can afford to be judged by his record. Who that has

figured so prominently in public affairs has said or written less that he would

prefer not to have said; less that will not commend itself to the deliberate

judgment of thoughtful men and to an unprejudiced posterity. His last important

contribution to the history of his time was a communication addressed to John

G. Carlisle, speaker of the house of representatives, in regard to the urgent

necessity of liberal appropriation for such a system of coast defences as would

place the United States in a position of comparative safety against naval

attack. 




 Mr. Tilden passed away at his

country house, Graystone, August 4, 1886. He never married, and under the

provision of his will the greater portion of his fortune, estimated at five

million dollars, was devoted to public uses; but the will was successfully

contested by relatives. 




 




RUSHMORE, THOMAS L.




 




 Few men are more widely known

in Westchester county than Thomas L. Rushmore. He is the son of William and

Rebecca Rushmore, and is a descendant of one of the first English families who

settled in America. He was born in Brooklyn, in 1822. At twelve years of age he

entered business life as a clerk, and a few years later accepted a position in

the wholesale house of Gould, Germond & Company, in which firm he afterward

became a partner. For fifty years he was well known in mercantile circles of

New York city, being a member of the dry-goods firms of Hamlin, Rushmore &

Company, and Rushmore, Cone & Company. 




 His public spirit was shown

when, at the outbreak of the civil war, the firm of Rushmore, Cone &

Company equipped sixteen of their clerks for ninety days' service, and

guaranteed their salaries. In response to a call from Abraham Lincoln for

sixty-day volunteers, Mr. Rushmore enlisted in the Thirty-seventh Regiment, and

was made a member of Colonel Roome's staff. 




 In 1856 he located at Crienta

Point (Mamaroneck), where for forty years he identified himself with church,

municipal and educational affairs. For two years Mr. Rushmore served the town

of Mamaroneck as supervisor, and was for many years a trustee of the public

schools. Upon the incorporation of the village he served as president for two

years, and, having reached the age limit for active service, declined a

renomination. Few men have had the Sunday-school record of Mr. Rushmore. Upon

his resignation, after a service of thirty-five years as superintendent, he

received a handsome testimonial of respect and love. For thirty years Mr.

Rushmore was president of the board of trustees of the Methodist Episcopal

church. He was very active in the lay-delegation movement in that church, and

one of the founders of a paper called The Methodist, of which he remained a

trustee until the movement was successful. A testimonial received from the

children of the Roman Catholic church in Mamaroneck is an evidence of his

kindlier interest in other churches. 




 Mr. Rushmore was married in

1845 to Miss Eliza Vail Moser, and they have had eight children: Samuel Moser,

Everett, Thomas Hoyt, Bertha,. Mrs. W. T. Cornels, Mrs. W. H. Carpenter, Mrs.

F. H. Bell and Mrs. H. G. Tobey. 




 




IRVING, WASHINGTON




 




 Of all the writers who have in

any way been associated with the history of Westchester county, Washington

Irving is perhaps the most illustrious. Born in New York city, his whole life,

with brief intervals, was spent within the borders of the county, and some of

his very best work bears the impress of local influences. On the "Lordly

Hudson" Irving "chose and built the home where he lived for many

years, and in which he did much of his life's best work, and here he

died." 




 "Westchester," said

another eulogist of Irving, "has a claim peculiarly her own, for while we are

joint heirs with others of his fame, Irving was here honored during his life

for other qualities besides those of the gifted author, as he was here also

known as the good citizen, the genial neighbor, and the Christian

gentleman." 




 Irving first came to know

Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow when a lad of fourteen or fifteen. He spent some of

his holidays here, and formed an attachment for the spot which never left him.

Irving was born on the 3rd of April, 1783, in a house which stood on William

street, New York city, next to the corner of Fulton. He was the youngest son of

William Irving, a merchant and a native of Scotland, who had married an English

lady. He had an ordinary school education, but early developed a taste for

literature. At the age of sixteen he began the study of law. His brother, Dr.

Peter Irving, edited the Morning Chronicle, and for this paper Washington

Irving wrote a series of essays of the theatres, manners of the town, and

kindred topics, with the signature of "Jonathan Oldstyle." In 1804,

for the benefit of his health, he visited the south of Europe, returning by way

of Switzerland to France, and proceeding thence, after a sojourn of a few

months in Paris, to England via Flanders and Holland. While at Rome he formed the

acquaintance of Washington Allston, the artist, with whom he studied painting

for a time with the idea of himself becoming a painter. After an absence of two

years, however, he returned to New York, in March, 1806, and again took up the

study of law. He was admitted to the bar, but never practiced. About this time

he wrote and published his portion of the "Salmagundi" papers, which

appeared as a serial. Paulding wrote a portion of the work, William Irving the

poetry, and Washington Irving the remainder. In December, 1809, he published

"Knickerbocker's History of New York," an extravagant burlesque,

which excited general laughter, although it was gravely held up to reprehension

in an address before the Historical Society of New York. Its grotesque descriptions

of Dutch manners and customs in the colony of New Netherlands are full of

humor. After the publication of this work, Irving engaged as silent partner

with two of his brothers in mercantile business. The second war with Great

Britain breaking out, he joined the military staff of Governor Tompkins, with

the rank of colonel. After the war he paid a visit to the British islands, and

intended to make a tour of the continent, but business reverses, involving the

ruin of his firm, compelled him to abandon his purpose. Irving now turned to

'literature for support, and through the friendly aid of Sir Walter Scott

secured the publication of the "Sketch Book" by Murray, the great

English publisher, who bought the copyright for two hundred pounds, which he

subsequently increased to four hundred pounds. 




 In 1820 Irving took up his

residence in Paris, where he formed the acquaintance of Tom Moore. While in

Paris he wrote " Bracebridge Hall." The winter of 1822 was spent in

Dresden. Returning to Paris in 1823, he published, in December of the following

year, his "Tales of a Traveler." In 1826, after spending a winter in

the south of France, he went to Madrid, where he wrote his "Life of

Columbus," the English edition of which brought him three thousand

guineas. His "Conquest of Granada" and "Alhambra" followed.

In July, 1829, having been appointed secretary of legation, at London, he left

Spain for England. In 1831 he received from the University of Oxford the degree

of Doctor of Laws. After an absence of seventeen years he returned to America,

in May, 1832. His arrival was commemorated by a public dinner in New York city,

at which Chancellor Kent presided. A few months later he made a journey west of

the Mississippi, which he described in his "Tour of the Prairies." In

1836 he published " Astoria, " and subsequently the "Adventures

of Captain Bonneville." From 1839, for two years, he contributed a series

of papers to the Knickerbocker Magazine. A number of these papers, together

with others, were published in 1855, in a volume which received the title,

"Wolfert's Roost." 




 In 1842 Irving was appointed

minister to Spain, an office which he retained for the next four years. He then

returned home, and for the rest of his life resided at his cottage residence,

" Sunnyside, " near Tarrytown, the spot which he had described years

before, in the "Legend of Sleepy Hollow," as the castle of the Herr

Van Tassel, and of which he wrote: " If ever I should wish for a retreat

whither I might steal from the world and its distractions, and dream quietly

away the remainder of a troubled life, I know of none more promising than this

little valley." Here in this retreat he lived in the midst of a family

circle composed of his brother and his nieces, hospitably entertaining his

friends, and engaged in writing his biographies of Goldsmith and Mahomet and

his "Life of Washington." 




 His life at

"Sunnyside" was simple, kindly and affectionate. He was a good friend

and neighbor, and a devout communicant of Christ Episcopal church in Tarrytown.

For many years he was a vestryman and warden, and it was his practice during

the greater part of this time to take up the collection at the Sunday services.

He never married, having lost by death his betrothed wife, Matilda Hoffman, a

beautiful young girl. His death occurred at Tarrytown, November 28, 1859, and

he was buried in the beautiful cemetery of Sleepy Hollow. The ivy upon the

tower of Christ church was taken from "Sunnyside" and planted by

Irving himself. It was originally brought from Melrose Abbey. His pew in the

church is marked with his name and was set apart years ago by the vestry for

the use of any of the members of the Irving family who might wish to worship

there. As near the pew as it could be placed is a natural tablet ejected by the

vestry to his memory. In the center is the Irving coat of arms, and on the

stone the following inscription: 




 




 Washington Irving, 




 Born in the City of New

York, April 3, 1783. 




 For many years a

communicant and warden of this church. 




 And 




 Repeatedly one of its

delegates to the Convention 




 Of the Diocese. 




 Loved, Honored, Revered. 




 He fell asleep in Jesus 




 November 28th, 1859. 




 




 Irving died at

"Sunnyside," having just taken leave of the family circle. Three days

later he was buried in the old Dutch church cemetery, where he had some time

before selected the spot for his grave, and where the remains of the brothers

and sisters who had died before him were buried. An account of the funeral

says: " It was a remarkable assemblage from the city, of men of worth and

eminence, the friends of his youth and middle life, and universally of the

population of the town and adjacent country, where he was beloved by all. The

area of Christ church, Tarrytown, where the funeral services of the Episcopal

church, of which he had been a member, were performed, was much too limited to

contain the numbers which thronged to the simple ceremony. The neighboring

hillside was covered, and the road to the cemetery lined with spectators,

villagers and others, clad in their Sunday attire. The shops of Tarrytown were

all closed. Thus was borne to the grave with simple but heartfelt honors all

that was mortal of Washington Irving. Eulogies, resolutions and addresses from

civic, religious, literary and other societies followed his death. The city

government of New York, the Athenaeum Club, the New York Historical Society,

the Massachusetts Historical Society, heaped these honors on his tomb, while

personal tributes in sermons, editorial articles and various reminiscences were

called forth in great number." 




 " By his will," says

the same account, " which made ample provisions to continue the home at '

Sunnyside' to the brother and nieces by whom Mr. Irving had been surrounded, he

left his manuscripts to his nephew, Pierre M. Irving, who had been his

assistant in some of his more important labors of research, as his literary

executor." Mr. Irving afterward published a memoir of his distinguished uncle.

Mr. George P. Putnam, the New York publisher, issued a uniform edition of

Washington Irving's works, in 1847, which yielded Mr. Irving and his

representatives more than one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 




 On the 3rd of April, 1883, the

centennial anniversary of Irving's birth was commemorated at Tarrytown by

"The Washington Irving Association," which had been formed on the

19th of March for the purpose of appropriately observing the anniversary. The

exercises took place on the evening of April 3rd, at the Second Reformed

church. Judge Noah Davis presided, and from New York, Brooklyn and many

adjacent points came many to swell the assemblage. The church was beautifully

decorated with flowers and evergreens. As a prelude to the addresses. Miss Hawes

played the overture from the opera of "Rip Van Winkle," on the organ.

Addresses were delivered by Judge Davis, Mr. James Wood (president of the

Westchester Historical Society), Rev. James Selden Spencer, Donald G. Mitchell,

Charles Dudley Warner and Professor William C. Wilkinson. A poem by Mr. Stephen

H. Thayer, of Tarrytown, was read by Rev. Washington Choate. Letters of regret

from a number of invited guests were also read, among them being responses from

Governor Cleveland, John G. Whittier, George William Curtis, John Jay, and

President Porter of Yale. Miss Sears sang "The Lost Chord," and

Professor T. S. Doolittle, D. D., pronounced the benediction. At the request of

the committee of arrangements the Misses Irving opened " Sunnyside "

to the public, and for several days persons from all parts of the country

availed themselves of the opportunity to visit "Wolfert's Roost, "

which remained as it was at Mr. Irving's death. A memorial volume, containing

an account of the commemoration, with the addresses and poem, was afterward

published by the Irving Association. It is embellished by fine steel portraits

of Irving and Matilda Hoffman and by views of appropriate order. 




 




PAINE, THOMAS.




 




 Thomas Paine, the noted

political and philosophical writer, is identified with Westchester county by

the fact that for his Revolutionary services the state of New York granted him

five hundred acres of land in New Rochelle, where he resided part of the time

after his return to the United States, in 1802. Paine was a native of Thetford,

Norfolk, England, born January 29, 1737, and died in New York city, June 8,

1809. His parentage was humble and his educational opportunities limited. For a

'time he preached occasionally as a dissenting minister, and in, 1774, at the

suggestion of Franklin, came to America. He soon became known as a writer of

uncommon force and logic and an opponent of slavery. His celebrated pamphlet,

"Common Sense," in which he advocated the independence of the

colonies, was published in January, 1776, and had an extraordinary influence in

disseminating republican ideas. His subsequent publications were of inestimable

benefit to the patriotic cause. He was outlawed in England, for his celebrated

"Rights of Man," which appeared in 1771, in answer to Burke's "

Reflections on the French Revolution," and in September, 1792, was elected

a member of the French National Convention. In consequence of his outspoken

opposition to the execution of Louis XVI, he narrowly escaped being put to

death during the Reign of Terror. His remains were taken to England in 1819 by

William Cobbett. A monument was erected to his memory in 1839, near his

original burial-place in New Rochelle. By reason of his philosophical writings,

which were interpreted as grossly "infidel," Paine's memory has been

greatly maligned in the past, but it is gratifying to note that in later years

a more just estimate is being held of "the author hero of the

Revolution." 




 




HUNTINGTON, COLLIS P.




 




 Collis Potter Huntington, the

great railroad magnate of the west, was born in Harwinton, Litchfield county,

Connecticut, October 22, 1821, was educated in a local school, and secured his

freedom from his father when fourteen years of age by promising to support

himself. Engaging in mercantile business, he spent ten years in traveling

through the south and west, and then settled with an elder brother in Oneonta,

Otsego county. New York. In October, 1848, the brothers made a shipment of

goods to California, which Collis followed in March. After spending three months

in trading on the isthmus, he began business in a tent in Sacramento, dealing

in the various articles required in mining life. He afterward opened a large

hardware store in the city, became associated in business with Mark Hopkins,

and in 1860 matured a scheme for a transcontinental railroad, for this purpose

being associated with Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker and Mr. Hopkins, in the

first survey across the Sierra Nevada mountains. Five men organized the Central

Pacific Railroad Company, of which Mr. Stanford was elected president, Mr.

Huntington vice president-and Mr. Hopkins treasurer. 




 After congress had agreed to

aid the enterprise by an issue of bonds, Mr. Huntington and his associates

carried on the construction of the railroad out of their private means until

the bonds became available by the completion of a stipulated mileage. In

addition to this undertaking, Mr. Huntington planned and perfected the whole

California railroad system, which extends over eight thousand and nine hundred

miles of steel track and built an Atlantic system, which, by the Southern

Pacific Railroad and the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, forms a continuous line

four thousand miles long, from San Francisco to Newport News, thus incidentally

developing nearly seventeen thousand miles of steam water lines, including the

route to China and Japan. Naturally he holds high official positions in these

great thoroughfares. 




 Mr. Huntington continues to

live, during the winter, in New York, where he manages the affairs of his

railroads and other great enterprises. He is largely interested in over seven

of the great steamship lines of the country, is one of the founders and

directors of the Metropolitan Trust Company, of New York, and has a place on

the directory of the Western Union Telegraph Company. He does not go much into

general society, but keeps a hospitable house of his own on Murry Hill. He

spends about seven months of every year at his charming country-seat at

Throgg's Neck on Long Island Sound, whence he can reach his business and return

every day. In person he is tall, of a vigorous build, with grayish-blue eyes,

an aquiline nose, and a firm, solid jaw, which feature in him resembles that of

General Grant. His favorite indoor relaxations are reading and whist, of which

game he is an excellent player. He has formed a large and well selected

library, and has a familiar and constant acquaintance with the best books in

it. He is a lover of poetry and a student of history, particularly of modern

history, and has known admirably how to use his scant leisure. He has also

gathered a large and very valuable collection of paintings, and is pretty

certain to be seen at any notable sale of pictures, not only in New York but in

other eastern cities, bidding judiciously but unhesitatingly, paying a large

price for a good work of art. He was, until recently, not only a skillful but

also a very daring horseman, and while he was building the Chesapeake &

Ohio Railroad, parts of which run through an extremely difficult country, he

was noted for his horsemanship, even among the people of that region of

horsemen. 




 Friends and business

acquaintances know him as the possessor of a shrewd wit. He is an admirable

story-teller, and knows how to settle a dispute with an opposite illustration

almost as well as the late Mr. Lincoln. His years and labors have not told

heavily upon him, and have not robbed him either of his physical activity or of

his gay humor, which make him a pleasant companion and friend. He has always

had the capacity to bind friends to him by strong ties, and to get the best and

most zealous service out of those he employs, who know him as one who exacts

the strict fulfillment of duty, but who also generously rewards faithful

service. In business he is careful and laborious, but an excellent

administrator. He has the capacity to do a great deal of work in the hours he

gives to it, and he has always been wise enough to redeem some part of his

daily life from business cares and devote it to his family and to his library,

where most of his evenings are spent. "Neither cast down nor elated,"

might very well be his motto; for neither has his great and fortunate career

spoiled him nor changed the simple habits of his life, nor have the

vicissitudes of fortune been able to disturb his equanimity. 




 His country residence, at

Throgg's Neck, is a refuge and great source of pleasure to him. From the broad

veranda of the house a neatly kept lawn slopes away under the branches of noble

trees down to the water of the Sound, and here, on a clear day or pleasant

evening, Mr. Huntington, a gentleman of commanding stature, dressed in black

and wearing a black skull-cap, may often be seen strolling up and down in

conversation with, friends, or watching the steamboats and sailing vessels as

they pass, rarely otherwise than in a genial humor, and always ready with his

jovial story and generous laugh. His beautiful estate, consisting of thirty

acres, was purchased from F. C. Havemeyer. This gentleman had expended a great

deal on its embellishments; and Mr. Huntington, securing the best talent and

sparing neither time nor money, has continued to adorn and improve the house

and lands until at present — with its system of water, its gas-works, its

private wharf, at which large vessels are occasionally moored, its stables,

conservatories, farm buildings, pastures, shady walks, gardens and flowers — it

is a model residence and a place well fitted to divert the fancy, restore the

strength and rest the heart of one so earnest and unsparing of himself in work.






 




CLOSE, SIMEON L., M. D.




 




 This is an age of progress,

and America is the exponent of the spirit of the age. In the beginning of the

present century our country was in its infancy, and history shows no parallel

for its growth and achievements. No other country has made as great advancement

in the lines of science and mechanical invention, and the superiority of her

inventions has been widely recognized throughout the civilized world. In this

steady growth and development which has characterized the age, the science of dentistry

has kept pace with the general progress, and in that profession Dr. Close

stands among the most eminent. The advancement which has been made in dentistry

is largely due to him, and in future ages the world will recognize him as a

benefactor of the race. The old lines of usage and prejudice he has broken

down, and in broader fields of usefulness and practice he has led a large

following. 




 A native of the Empire state,

Simeon La Fayette Close was born in Genoa, Cayuga county, New York, November

29, 1824, and is a son of Zacheus M. and Lydia (Crane) Close. The ancestry of

the family can be traced back to 1646, when representatives of the name settled

at Langley, near Macclesfield, England. The name is of Saxon origin, and

signifies a cliff or cleft in a valley between high hills. At various times it

has been spelled Cloughes, Clows and Close. In 1665 Thomas Close, accompanied

by his brothers, Joseph and Benjamin, braved the dangers incident to ocean

voyages in those early days and became a resident of Greenwich, Connecticut. He

died July 26, 1683, but left a family that has now grown until it is

represented in many states of the Union. Many of its members have been

prominently connected with leading events in early colonial days and since the

establishment of the republic, and the ancestral history is one of which the

present generation has reason to be proud. Joseph Close, the second son of

Thomas Close, removed to North Salem, Massachusetts, in 1749, and died in 1760,

at the age of eighty-six years. He married Rebecca Thompkins, who died in 1761,

at the age of eighty-two years, and their children were: Joseph, Elizabeth;

Samuel, Sarah, Rachel, Thomas, Benjamin and Rebecca. Of this family, Samuel was

born June 23, 1706, and died in 1778, at the age -of seventy-two years. He

married Deborah Paddock, and their son, Nathaniel Close, of North Salem, was

born in 1732 and died in 1773. He also had a son, Samuel, who married Mary

Wood, and their son, Daniel, was the paternal grandfather of Dr. Close. 




 Daniel Close was born February

25, 1767, in Greenwich, Connecticut, and throughout his life followed the

occupation of farming. The family was represented in the war of the Revolution

by two of his brothers, who participated in the battle of White Plains. He removed

from Greenwich, Connecticut, to Cayuga county, New York, where he made his home

until 1833, when he went to Medina county, Ohio. In that place he engaged in

farming until 1847 or 1848, when he removed to Sullivan, Ashland county, Ohio,

where he made his home until his death, which occurred when he had attained the

age of eighty-five years. His wife passed away at the age of eighty years. In

politics he was a Whig, and in religious belief a Congregationalist who took a

very active and prominent part in the church work. His family numbered six

children. 




 Zacheus Close, the Doctor's

father, was born January 25, 1795, in Greenwich, Connecticut, acquired a

common-school education and afterward engaged in teaching. With his father he

went to Cayuga county, New York, and in 1819, in company with his brother

Erastus, he walked from his native town to St. Louis, Missouri, prospecting for

a suitable location. They spent considerable time in travel, visited New

Orleans and other southern ports, and eventually his brother, Erastus Close,

located in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he studied medicine, practicing that

profession to a greater or less extent throughout the remainder of his life. At

a later date he returned to Cayuga county. New York, where he engaged in

farming with his father. Subsequently he carried on agricultural pursuits

independently at Genoa, that county, where he owned a small farm. His next home

was on a farm at Groton, Tompkins county, New York; later he went to Locke,

Cayuga county, and in 1832 removed to Medina county, Ohio, where he conducted a

farm until his life's labors were ended in death. He also engaged in teaming

and in that way contracted a malarial disease which terminated his life, in his

forty-fifth year. He belonged to the Congregational church, and in politics was

a Whig. He was twice married, and by his first union had three sons and two

daughters, namely: Simeon L., Lucian S., Harriet S. , Hannah Elizabeth and

Erastus S. The mother of these children died at the age of thirty years and Mr.

Close afterward married Miss Lucinda Holmes, by whom he had two children, —

Esther A. and Sperry B. 




 In taking up the personal

history of Dr. Close we present to our readers the life record of one whose

reputation extends throughout the country and who is especially prominent in

the circles of his profession in the metropolitan center. Adverse circumstances

surrounded him in youth, but from the hand of fate he has wrested both fame and

fortune, and his life is a splendid exemplification of what may be accomplished

through persevering and honorable effort. In his early youth he attended the

public schools through the winter season, and in the summer months assisted in

the cultivation of his father's farm. He studied Webster's Elementary Spelling

Book, Cobb's Speller, McGuffey's Reader and Daboll's Arithmetic. He now has in

his possession a grammar used by his mother in her teaching in 1818, giving

declensions, conjugations, parts of speech and other exercises, and on account

of its associations with one whose memory he reveres it is a much prized

volume. His mother died when he was only fourteen years of age, and from that

time he was dependent upon his own resources. At the age of eighteen he was

induced by one of his schoolmates to accept a home with a certain man — a

physician and farmer of Richfield, Summit county, Ohio — and with him remained

for six years. When nineteen years of age he spent four months as a student in

a seminary in Twinsburg, Ohio, and then engaged in teaching. In the meantime,

however, he had endured many of the hardships incident to life on the frontier,

had aided in splitting rails, in chopping wood and in performing the arduous

task of developing a new farm. He was industrious and energetic, however, and

his willingness to work enabled him to make ten dollars a month as a farm hand,

which was considered a very good salary in those days. He was also economical,

and when making only forty dollars a year managed to save twenty-three dollars

of the amount. Thus carefully managing his expense account, when only

twenty-one years of age he had money out at interest. As a teacher he was very

successful and frequently had charge of schools numbering eighty pupils, both

boys and girls, which necessitated his conducting two or three classes at one

time. He not only had the ability to impart clearly and concisely to others the

knowledge he had acquired, but was also an excellent disciplinarian and thus

commanded the respect of his pupils and the commendation of the parents. After

six years spent in teaching, however, Dr. Close turned his attention to other

work. 




 In 1851 he entered the Ohio

Medical College and was graduated in 1853, but, finding the practice of

medicine distasteful, he ultimately abandoned the profession and turned his

attention to dentistry. He was especially skillful in the diagnosis of a case

and was a close student of the science of medicine and would undoubtedly have

won success in practice had he persevered therein, but, fortunately for

progression in dentistry, he entered the latter field. He studied in the office

of Dr. John Allen, of Cincinnati, and subsequently came with him to New York

city. A year later he brought his family to this state, and has since

successfully engaged in practice in the metropolis. For ten years he was

associated with Dr. Allen in his office and laboratory work, and in the

invention and development of the new-process continuous-gum-work, not a little

of the success of which is due to Dr. Close. In 1870 he opened an office of his

own in Bond .street, New York, and has since occupied a position of the highest

eminence in the dental profession for the splendid results secured in the work

emanating from his laboratory. He has materially improved Dr. Allen's

continuous-gum work by a secret process of his own, and he is the only

specialist supplying this material to the dental manufacturers. He has now

fully and completely perfected the continuous gum, and has thereby largely

revolutionized old methods of dentistry. He gives especial attention to the

building up of the gums and restoring sunken parts of cheeks and gums, and his

accomplishments in this direction are marvelous. His specialty is in this line,

and so perfect and successful is the work that he receives one hundred and

fifty dollars for such a set of teeth. He has done work for P. T. Barnum, the

celebrated circus man, for N. P. Willis, the poet of the Hudson valley, for

Commodore Stoughton, and the late Schuyler Colfax and Commodore Stringham, and

for others no less celebrated. His high standing in professional circles is

shown by the fact that he is frequently called upon in consultation concerning

difficult problems that arise in the profession. On one occasion he was called

upon by the S. S. White Company, dental manufacturers; of Philadelphia, to pass

upon and give his opinion regarding certain imperfections in the quality of

teeth, and was pronounced by that company as the best authority on the subject

in the country. His judgment on many dental questions is taken as final, for he

is justly considered one of the most eminent representatives of the profession

in the country. 




 On the 12th of May, 1852,

Doctor Close was united in marriage to Miss Harriet Newell Gaston, daughter of

David B. Gaston, and to them have been born four children: Monteith Edwards,

who is engaged in the practice of dentistry in connection with his father;

Zacheus Arthur, who is in the real-estate business in Depot Place, Mount

Vernon; Martha Estelle, wife of Edward M. Davis, of Mount Vernon; and Charles

Lincoln, who died at the age of sixteen months. In 1861 the Doctor removed his

family from Ohio to New York city, and in the spring of 1863 came to Mount

Vernon. After renting a dwelling for two years, he purchased three acres of

land at the corner of Prospect and Clermont avenues, on Chester Hill, the most

beautiful and aristocratic section of the city. Here he erected a residence

which has since been his home, and no family stands higher in public regard

than that of Dr. Close. 




 He has always been actively

identified with the growth and development of the city, has promoted- a number

of its business enterprises, is a member of the board of trade, and was

formerly a trustee of the old Mount Vernon Artesian Well and Water Company. He

served for three years as school trustee, was a member of the Hook and Ladder

Company, and while residing in Ohio he served as postmaster at Glendale, a

small town near Cincinnati, after abandoning the practice of medicine. Public

office, however, has had no great attraction for him, as he has always

preferred to devote his energies to his business. He belongs to Hiawatha Lodge,

A. F. & A. M., also the chapter, council and commandery, and was formerly a

member of the Sons of Temperance and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In

religious belief he is a Swedenborgian, and the Mount Vernon New Church Society

held its first meeting at his home, in 1864, the services being conducted by

the Rev. J. P. Stewart. Later the society occupied the Universalist church at

Mount Vernon, but in 1873 a new house of worship was erected on Chester Hill,

and Rev. Oliver Dyer was called to the pastorate. The Doctor had ever been a

liberal contributor to the church, and has generously aided many charities and

worthy movements for the benefit of his fellow men. He has devoted himself to

that which he loves, — his family and his profession. His pleasant, genial

manner wins him friends wherever he goes, haughtiness and ostentation finding

no part in his composition. His years rest lightly upon him, and the fine

physique which he developed in his earlier days has the vigor of a man many

years his junior. He is a typical representative of the age in which he lives

and the city in which he practices, and truly his life may be termed a success,

for the discoveries he has made he has seen adopted and honored, — a success

which is above that of the millionaire. 




 On June 10, 1899, since the

above sketch was written, Dr. Close departed this life, lamented by a wide

circle of friends. 




 




HAWLEY. JOHN SAVAGE




 




 Centuries ago there lived in

England one Walter de Hawleigh, a resident of Dorchestershire. As the years

passed the French form of the name was discontinued and the more Anglo-Saxon

form of Hawley was adopted. The -family flourished for many centuries, and its

representatives were more or less prominent in the affairs of the nation. They

resided for a long period in Parwidge (now Parwich), Derbyshire, England.

Francis Hawley, Esquire, maintained his residence at Corfe Castle, a town long

since fallen into decay. In 1642 Francis Hawley, of Buckland House, in

Somersetshire, raised a troop of horse, at his own expense, for service in the

army of Charles 1, who rewarded him by creating him a baronet, and in 1671 he

was elected to parliament, for St. Michaels in Cornwall. 




 Joseph Hawley, who belonged to

the yeomanry, was born in 1603, and, coming to America at a very early period

in the settlement of the colonies, — about 1629, — served as town recorder of

Stratford, Connecticut, from 1650 until 1666. He owned lands there and was a

very prominent citizen. His son, Samuel Hawley, Sr. , was a farmer and tanner

of Stratford, Connecticut, and was born May 20, 1647. He was twice married, —

first, 1673, to Mary Thompson, daughter of Thomas Thompson, of Farmington,

Connecticut; while for his second wife he wedded Mary Patience Hubbell. He

became the father of fifteen children, and his death occurred August 24, 1734.

One of the children of the first marriage was Samuel Hawley, Jr., who was born

in Stratford, May 14, 1674, and there made his home throughout his entire life,

devoting his energies to farming. He married Bertha Booth, by whom he had seven

children, and his death occurred in 1754, at the age of eighty-one years. His

son, Obadiah Hawley, who was born in 1708, died in 1751. He followed farming at

Woodbury and Roxbury, Connecticut, and married Sarah ––– , of Stratford. 




 Gideon Hawley, the paternal

grandfather of our subject, was born in Huntingdon, Connecticut, in 1744, and

was likewise an agriculturist. Removing to Charlton, Saratoga county. New York,

he there purchased a farm of three hundred acres and successfully engaged in

its cultivation. He was a man of very powerful build, tall and strong. In

politics he was a Whig and in his religious belief a Presbyterian. He died May

10, 1840, and his first wife, who bore the maiden name of Sarah Curtis, passed

away April 12, 1801. He married, secondly, Elizabeth ––– , who died in

1822.  His children were: Anson, who died at the age of fifteen years;

Eunice; Urania Taylor; Obadiah; Curtis; Lemuel; Penuell; Mrs. Sarah Woodruff;

Hannah, who was the wife of Judge John Savage, of the supreme court of the

state of New York; Gideon and Roswell. Gideon was for fifty years an eminent

and honored member of the bar of Albany, New York, and the degree of Doctor of

Laws was conferred upon him. He was at one time treasurer of the Utica &

Schenectady Railroad, was the first state superintendent of instruction of the

state of New York, was one of the regents of the University of the State of New

York, and one of the regents of the Smithsonian Institution, at Washington, D.

C, and held other important positions. His wife was a daughter of Jacob

Lansing, a very prominent man of Albany. 




 Roswell Hawley, father of our

subject, was born in Huntingdon, Connecticut, November 15, 1791, and acquired a

good common-school education in the schools of that town and In Charlton, New

York. Like his ancestors through many generations, he devoted his time and

attention to the tilling of the soil, and lived a quiet, honorable and upright

life. For forty years he was a member of the Presbyterian church, and was a man

who was most exemplary in all the relations of life and who won the respect of

all with whom he came in contact. He served as a school trustee, and in his

political connections was a Whig. He married Hettie Van Hoevenbergh, and to

them were born six children: James D. and Sarah, both of whom are now deceased;

Gidson A., who was a physician and coffee-planter of Guatemala, died in New

Orleans, in 1888; Henry, who died at the age of five years; Elisha Roswell, who

died March 14, 1862; and John S. The father of this family died May 20, 1859,

at the age of sixty-eight years, and the mother, who was born in 1795, died

March 30, 1873, at the age of seventy-eight years. 




 In taking up the personal

history of John Savage Hawley, it is with pleasure that the biographist essays

the task of giving the life record of one whose character has been so fully

developed and well-rounded as has that of the subject of this review. James

Lane Allen has said: ' ' First of all, a man must be a man with all the

strength and vigor, and if possible all the beauty, of the body. Then he must

be a gentleman, with all the grace and vigor and the good taste of the

intellect; then, no matter what his creed, his superstitions, his dogmas or his

religion, in addition to these he must try to live the beautiful life of the

spirit." Such a type of man is John S. Hawley, whose name is inscribed

high on the roll of New York's prominent representatives of business and who is

in control of one of the mammoth industrial concerns of that city, yet who is

not without a large share of that deep human sympathy and Christ-like spirit

which teaches the brotherhood of man, and that " all are needed by each

one; nothing is fair or good alone." 




 From a humble position in the

business world he has risen to one of eminence through his own well directed

and honorable efforts, and as he has advanced has ever had a hand down-reaching

in aid of those who would climb to better things, who would reach that purer

air and broader view wherein man sees things of life in their true relations

and realizes that a noble character is more to be valued than all else. 




 Mr. Hawley was born in

Charlton, Saratoga county, June 28, 1836, and began his education in the public

schools there. Later he pursued his studies in Jonesville, Michigan, and in the

Charlottesville Academy, in Schoharie county. New York; but he put aside his

text-books at the age of seventeen in order to assist his father on the farm.

He remained at home until twenty-two years of age, with the exception of one

year, when he held a clerkship in the Troy post-office. In 1859 he went to

Texas and was associated with his brother Elisha in the fancy-goods business, —

first in Richmond, that state, and afterward in Galveston. At the breaking out

of the civil war, on account of their sympathy with the Union, they were

obliged to leave the Lone Star state, and, after a perilous journey by schooner

from Matagorda, at length reached Vera Cruz, Mexico. His brother having died in

the fall of 1862, our subject made, his way to San Francisco, and in the spring

of 1863 went to Virginia City, Nevada, where he accepted a clerkship in the

office of the Ophir Mining Company. He subsequently became superintendent and

one of the owners of the Ophir grade toll-road, and at the same time engaged in

dealing in lumber and wood. Success- attended his efforts, and by close

application, straightforward dealing and unremitting energy he acquired

considerable capital. With this he returned to the east, in 1870, and entered

the confectionery establishment of Wallace & Company, of New York, as

junior partner, remaining with that firm until 1874. The following year he

began the manufacture of confectionery on his own account, at No. 144 Chambers

street. He was alone in business for three years and then admitted Herman W.

Hoops to a partnership, under the firm name of John S. Hawley & Company,

which style, five years later, was changed to Hawley & Hoops. The building

which they now occupy covers nearly an entire block and faces on three streets,

extending from 267 to 271 Mulberry street, from 8 to 16 Jersey street, and from

83 to 91 Marion street. They do an extensive business, one of the largest in

the city, and furnish employment to eight hundred workmen. Their goods are

shipped throughout the United States, and command the highest market price by

reason of their superior excellence. The undertaking has been an eminently

successful one, owing to Mr. Hawley's practical understanding of the business,

his keen foresight and capable management, combined with equally reliable

business traits in Mr. Hoops. Mr. Hawley is a charter member and one of the

active representatives of the National Confectioners' Association. 




 In addition to his other

interests Mr. Hawley has large real-estate holdings at Yonkers, and the firm of

Harriman & Hawley- — the senior member being Charles Harriman — are

improving the beautiful suburb of Harriman, where they have erected many

handsome residences, now the homes of some of the best people of the Terrace

City. They have erected a very attractive station on the New York Central &

Hudson River Railroad for the convenience of the residents of the town and have

introduced all modern improvements, including an excellent system of paving and

water-works. The situation of this suburb is unsurpassed in the entire section

of the country. It lies along the east bank of the beautiful Hudson river,

which is justly famed in song and story, and commands a view of the stream for

at least twenty miles, including the palisades and other attractive features

which have made the valley unsurpassed for its quiet and charming loveliness. 




 On the 21st of February, 1867,

Mr. Hawley was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Reed, a daughter of Hercules

Reed, a merchant. Four children were born to them: H. Reed, now a practicing

physician of Staatsburgh, New York; Adelaide, who was born in 1873 and is now

the wife of Claude Gignoux, an attorney of New York city, residing in Suffern,

this state; John S., who was born June 18, 1877, and is employed in the office

of Hawley & Hoops; and Elisha Roswell, who was born July 20, 1878. He was a

young man of exceptional ability and promise, of noble character and most

admirable qualities. It was his chief ambition to study for the ministry of the

Universalist church and devote his life to the betterment of mankind, but death

cut short his career, December 22, 1898. This was a great blow to his family

and friends, for he had won the love and respect of all who knew him, and his

life seemed bright with the promise of its future possibilities. The mother

died December 9, 1892, and on the 6th of February, 1894, Mr. Hawley was again

married, his second union being with Margarettha Voss, a most estimable lady

and a daughter of John Voss, of Jersey City, New Jersey. The family have

maintained their residence in Yonkers since May, 1898, and also have a

beautiful summer home at Lake Placid, New York. 




 Mr. Hawley usually supports by

his ballot the men and measures of the Republican party, but is not strictly

partisan. In religious belief he is a Universalist, holding membership in the

church of the Eternal Hope, in New York city, of which Dr. Crow is pastor. He

contributes most generously of his means to church and benevolent institutions,

and in all such work is prompted by a most broad, philanthropic spirit. The

donations which he has made, both known and unknown to the public, have been

many, but none of his beneficent acts is more deserving of commendation than

his labors in connection with the Charlton Industrial Farm School. The

establishment of this splendid charity was due to Mr. Hawley, in whose brain

originated the plan and through whose generosity the plan was made practicable.

In a little pamphlet which has been published concerning the institution it is

told how, on a certain October morning in 1890, Mr. Hawley stood on the

platform at the railway station in Utica, New York. At the further end he

noticed a group of men and boys, and on approaching them saw two boys in the

care of a constable, — one about eighteen, the other probably twelve years of

age. They were chained together with handcuffs. Neither had a criminal nor a

vicious face. Mr. Hawley spoke with them and asked if they had been in some

mischief. His sympathy was aroused for the lads who seemed on the downward road

to ruin. A few days later Mr. Hawley was standing in the door of a

confectionery establishment in St. Louis, when he noticed a little boy of seven

or eight years endeavoring to climb into a wagon with the intention of

stealing, but he missed his footing and fell under the wheels of a passing

truck loaded with iron. The wheels crushed his chest, killing him instantly.

These pitiful sights led Mr. Hawley to resolve that if he were ever able he

would endeavor to help boys thus starting out on a criminal course, and near

the close of 1894 he corresponded with Dr. James T. Sweetman, of Charlton, New

York, concerning the establishment of an Industrial Farm School in that town.

The subject was agitated and one of the best farms of the town was purchased.

It contains over two hundred acres, is beautifully located and is in the

highest state of cultivation. Mr. Hawley having donated twenty-five thousand

dollars to the project, the school was opened in 1896. There has been an

enrollment of twelve boys, and soon a new building will be completed that can

accommodate thirty or forty boys. The affairs of the institution are in the

control of a board of trustees, consisting of five prominent citizens of the

vicinity. The school is managed so that no indebtedness is incurred Its object

is to teach the boys the value of character, to give them a plain common-school

education and a thorough knowledge of farming, including especially the care of

fruit-trees, and to form in them habits of industry and frugality. Great

improvement has been shown by the boys who have been taken into the home, and

the noble work is deserving of the greatest encouragement that it may take

these homeless and oftentimes neglected ones from the paths of vice and make

them respectable, law-abiding citizens. Such is the work of the school founded

through the beneficence of Mr. Hawley, whose broad spirit and kindliness

prompts him to extend a helping hand to all in need of aid, so far as it lies

within his power to so do. He is especially interested in these boys, and everyone

who in years to come shall leave that school as a respectable young man will be

a living monument to Mr. Hawley, whose life is so largely permeated by the

principles of Him who came not to be ministered unto but to minister. This

institution has become the pride and ambition of Mr. Hawley, and he hopes to

live to see the school endowed in such a substantial way as to make it

perpetually self-sustaining. 




 




WOOD, JAMES.




 




 The gentleman here named is

justly regarded as one of the most cultured, public-spirited and useful

citizens of Westchester county. He has contributed largely to the literary

development of the county by his writings, his lectures and his earnest efforts

to promote intellectual activity and especially historical research. He is the

author of two chapters of the History of Westchester county, by J. Thomas

Scharf, that on the Indians of Westchester county and another on the Early

Explorations and Settlers of the county. Mr. Wood has done much other notable

work, which has consisted mainly in lectures upon historical subjects and

travel, delivered before colleges and many literary and other bodies and in a

wide range of articles contributed to the magazines and other periodicals,

religious and secular. 




 James Wood was born November

12, 1839, at the place where he now resides, and where his father and

grandfather lived before him, one mile north of the village of Mount Kisco, in

the township of Bedford, Westchester county, New York. His grandfather's name

was James and his father's Stephen. The latter died in 1876. 




 The family came from Long

Island early in the last century. They are descended from Jonas Wood, who came

from Halifax, England, in 1635, and was named in the patent of Hempstead, Long

Island, in 1644. The family was connected with that of the present Lord

Halifax. 




 Mr. Wood's mother was Phoebe

Underhill, daughter of Caleb Underbill, of Yorktown, a descendant of that John

Underhill who came from Ettington in Warwickshire, England, and settled at

Oyster Bay, Long Island, in 1667. The Underhill mansion and buildings are still

standing at Ettington, where numerous brasses and monuments to the family

remain in the old parish church. The. estates are now in the possession of the

Shirleys, with whom the Underbills intermarried. Lord Freres is the present

head of that family. Another John Underhill of this family was chaplain to

Queen Elizabeth and was made Bishop of Oxford in 1589. 




 Mr. Wood married June 7, 1866,

Emily Hollingsworth Morris, daughter of Henry Morris, of Philadelphia. They have

three children — Ellen M., Carolena M. and L. Hollingsworth. 




 Mr. Wood was educated at

Havorford College, Philadelphia, from which institution he has the degree of A.

M. He is now (1899) the president of the college chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa

Society. He has been a member of the board of managers of the college for

twenty years and also of its executive committee; he has been a trustee of Bryn

Mawr College for ten years, and he is also connected with Cornell College. 




 Mr. Wood holds a remarkable number

of official positions in institutions and organizations in the state and

county. He is the president of the board of managers of the New York State

Reformatory for Women, and also president of the Westchester Temporary Home for

Destitute Children. He is the president of the Westchester County Historical

Society and has held this office for twenty years. He was one of the society's

charter members. He is the president of the Mount Kisco Village Improvement

Association and of the Oakwood Cemetery Association. He has been president of

the New York State Agricultural Society and was the first person who ever held

that position for more than one year. 




 In church association Mr. Wood

is a member of the Society of Friends and his family have long been Quakers. He

has held many positions in church affairs and is now the clerk (presiding

officer) of the New York Yearly Meeting, which embraces the states of New York

and Vermont. He has been one of the managers of the American Bible Society for

several years. 




 Mr. Wood has taken a great

interest in agricultural matters. He has been the president of the Eastern New

York State Horticultural Society two years, being the first man that ever held

that office more than one year. His home, " Braewold," with its

residences and outbuildings of stone, its greenhouses, vineyards, orchards,

breeding stock of hackney horses, herd of Devon cattle and flocks of Hampshire

Down sheep, is an interesting place to every visitor. 




 Mr. Wood has traveled

extensively in foreign lands and over our own continent and has resided for

many years abroad. 




 




GIFFORD, SILAS D.




 




 The late Silas D. Gifford, a

distinguished citizen and judge of Westchester county of the last generation,

was born in Columbia county. New York, December 31, 1826, and died at his

residence in Tuckahoe, this county, September 15, 1895. He came from an old and

highly respectable American family, whose ancestors settled in New England

during the colonial period. His father. Rev. Isaac S. Gifford, was a prominent

Baptist clergyman, and his grandfather, Amaziah Gifford, was a patriot soldier

in the Revolution, serving for four years in the Continental line. 




 He received his early

education in the public schools of his native town, and, after completing his

academic studies, entered Williams College, from which he was graduated. Having

made his home in Westchester county, he taught school for one year in the

famous Sleepy Hollow district, near Tarrytown, and then became a law student in

the office of Hon. Robert S. Hart, of White Plains. Upon his admission to the

bar, in 1852, he opened an office in Morrisania, on old Fifth street (now East

167th street. New York city), and engaged in the professional practice in which

his abilities and energies soon won for him both reputation and substantial

success. 




 A strong believer in the

principles of the Republican party from the time of its first organization, he

took a leading part in the advocacy of its cause in the southern portion of the

county and was early selected to fill responsible official positions. He was

appointed superintendent of public schools for the town of Morrisania, and in

1856 was elected justice of the peace. In the latter office he continued for

two terms. In 1862 he was appointed surrogate of Westchester county, to fill

the vacancy caused by the death of Hon. Robert H. Coles. He was elected

supervisor of Morrisania in 1870, and county judge in 1871 and again in 1877.

He served for twelve consecutive years on the Westchester county bench, for a

number of years being the presiding justice of the court. Upon his retirement

he was presented with a magnificent gavel by the attaches of the court, as a mark

of their appreciation of his faithful services and his uniform courtesy in all

his official relations. 




 At the convening of the county

court at White Plains on the day after his death the presiding judge, Hon.

Isaac N. Mills, paid the following tribute to him: 




 "The sad intelligence of

the death of Hon. Silas D. Gifford, formerly presiding judge of this court, has

been communicated to us this morning. Judge Gifford was for twelve years

presiding judge of this court. No one was ever a better judge than he. He was

learned in the law, possessed of the soundest practical sense, of great

application and industry, and absolutely impartial. His judicial record will

long be a matter of just pride with all the citizens of this county. This court

will be adjourned over the day, and also the day of the funeral." 




 Judge Gifford at all times

took a lively interest in public questions and affairs, having a high

conception of the duty of the citizen. During the civil war he was a member of

the Westchester county recruiting committee, and was instrumental in raising

several companies of volunteers. 




 In April, 1873, he removed

from Morrisania to a handsome residence which he had purchased in the outskirts

of the village of Tuckahoe. There he lived until his death. 




 He was married, in 1854, to

Elizabeth, daughter of John Rae. Besides his widow, two children survive him, —

Jessie and Stanley Pelham. The latter is a mining engineer in New York. 




 




MILLS, ISAAC N.




 




 Judge Isaac N. Mills, of Mount

Vernon, was born in the town of Thompson, Connecticut, September 10, 1851. His

paternal ancestors were farming people who carried on agricultural pursuits in

the town of Thompson, Windham county, Connecticut, prior to the Revolutionary

war. On his mother's side he is descended from a family of Rhode Island

Quakers, for many generations residents of that state. To one branch of the

family belonged General Greene, of Revolutionary fame. 




 When seventeen years of age

Judge Mills determined to devote his life to the work of the legal profession,

and, realizing the necessity of a broad general education to serve as a

foundation on which to rest the superstructure of professional knowledge, he

entered the Providence Conference Seminary, at Greenwich, Rhode Island, to

prepare for college. In the winter of 1869-70 he engaged in teaching a district

school, near Newport, for one term, at the same time studying evenings in order

to keep up with his class at the seminary. In the summer of 1870 he was

graduated in that institution with the highest rank in the class, and in the

following autumn entered Amherst College, where, during the four-years course,

he took several prizes for excellence in Latin, Greek, philosophy, physiology,

debate and extemporaneous speaking. In 1874 he was graduated as the

valedictorian of his class, — a class numbering in all ninety-five members, of

which seventy-five were graduated. Two of the number are now professors in

Columbia College, one is a professor in Williams College and several others are

prominent in professional life. 




 After leaving Amherst Mr.

Mills entered the Columbia Law College, of New York city, where he was

graduated in 1876. In October of the same year he came to Mount Vernon and

entered upon the practice of law as a member of the firm of Mills & Woods,

which connection was continued until May, 1882, when by mutual consent the

partnership was dissolved. Since that time Judge Mills has been active in the

practice in the courts of Westchester county and New York city, with the

exception of the period of his service on the bench. He has always been a close

law student and has devoted his energies exclusively to the labors and duties

of his profession. It is conceded by all who know him that he is upright,

honest and able. He has been engaged in many important litigations, and has

been largely successful. The judges and lawyers before whom and with whom he

has practiced speak of him in the highest terms. There is no one at the

Westchester bar who is more devoted to the interests of his clients, or more earnest

or successful in their advocacy. 




 In the fall of 1883 he was

elected county judge and filled that position with marked ability from 1884

until 1895. He was an upright judge, his ability as a lawyer, his thoroughness,

his keenness in detecting the salient points, and, above all, his judicial

temperament peculiarly fitting for the responsible duties of the office. He was

elected on the Republican ticket, having throughout his majority given his

support to the men and measures of that party. 




 




HOAG, HON. JAMES




 




 Hon. James Hoag, one of

Westchester county's prominent citizens,, comes of Quaker stock, which has been

influential in this part of New York for generations. He is a son of Israel and

Phoebe (Carpenter) Hoag, and was born in the town of Westchester, January 3,

1847. John Hoag, his paternal grandfather, was born in Dutchess county. New

York, in 1781, and was an extensive farmer, with quarry interests centering in

New York city. He disposed of these enterprises in 1835 and engaged in the

grocery trade near Sing Sing, but soon returned to his farm. He was a Friend

and attended the old Friends' meeting at Chappaqua. Politically he was a Whig

of the most pronounced belief, a Harrison man and everything the term implies.

He married Parthenia Green, daughter of Oliver Green, a Westchester county

farmer well known in his time, and had three children: Israel G., father of

James; Phoebe and Ann Maria. The last mentioned married John N. Bowen. John

Hoag died October 12, 1850, full of years and honor. 




 Israel G. Hoag, the second

child of John and Parthenia (Green) Hoag, -was born in the town of Westchester,

October 2, 1815, was educated in public and private schools, and in 1835

located in Ossining, where he was a leading farmer until his death, which occurred

January 17, 1875. He took a leading part in town affairs, and was assessor of

the town of Ossining for twelve years. Politically he was in early life a Whig;

later he was a Democrat. He was a Friend, and his whole life was marked by the

simple honesty of his faith. He married Miss Phoebe Carpenter, who died July

15, 1851. She bore him two children, — James and Mary B. The latter married

Foreman W. Miller, long prominent in New York and Brooklyn, and -died in

November, 1878. Phoebe (Carpenter) Hoag was thirty-three years old at the time

of her death. She was a daughter of Rees Carpenter, of French descent, who was

a native of Westchester county, however; a carpenter by trade as well as by

name early in life, but during the greater part of his active career a merchant

and farmer in the town of Ossining, of which he was supervisor and in the

affairs of which he took an active and influential interest. He was a member of

the Society of Friends, a Whig and later a Republican. He married Sarah Brown,

and they had born to them six children, five of whom grew to manhood and

womanhood: Jacob, David, Phoebe, Freelon and Hannah. The other one died in

infancy. Rees Carpenter died in August, 1871, at the age of eighty-three; bis

wife in 1867, at the age of seventy-two. 




 Hon. James Hoag was educated

in private schools in the town of Ossining, also in Sing Sing and at the Mount

Pleasant Military Academy at Sing Sing, an old and thorough institution founded

about 1818. He left school in his seventeenth year and began to assist in his

father's farming operations on the family homestead in Ossining, about a mile

from the center of Sing Sing, where he has lived continuously ever since. The

farm is a fine one, embracing sixty acres of valuable land, provided with

first-class buildings and every facility and appliance that could conduce to

its successful management. Mr. Hoag has some of the best livestock and horses

in the county. He early became practically interested in the affairs of the

town and took an active interest in local and national politics, considering

all public questions from the point of view of a patriotic and conservative

Democrat. His influence was fully recognized by his townsmen and he was six

times elected supervisor of Ossining and was chosen to fill other important

home offices. He represented his district in the assembly in 1882 and 1883, and

in 1890 was elected treasurer of Westchester county, the duties of which

responsible office he discharged for two years, with the greatest fidelity and

credit. 




 Mr. Hoag has been active in

business circles. He was one of the organizers of the Westchester Furniture

Company, in 1898. Its officers are James .Hoag, president; C. P. Morden, Jr.,

secretary; Leslie R. Dickinson, treasurer; and S. T. Kellogg, accountant. He is

a trustee of the Sing Sing Savings Bank, director and vice-president of the

White Plains Bank and director of the First National Bank of Sing Sing, and has

from time to time been prominently identified with other scarcely less

important interests. 




 




THOMES, GEORGE E., M. D.




 




 A leading physician and

surgeon of Port Chester, New York, Dr. Thomes was born in Portland, Maine, June

12, 1858, and is a worthy representative of one of the honored pioneer families

of the Pine Tree state. His father, William H. Thomes, was born at Deering,

near Portland, and was a son of Nathaniel and Maria (Day) Thomes, who were

natives of the same place and lived upon the old homestead which has been in

possession of the family for over one hundred and seventy-five years. The

Doctor's great-grandfather Day was a soldier of the Revolutionary war, and

valiantly aided the colonies in their successful struggle for independence. 




 Reared on the old homestead,

William H. Thomes spent the greater part of his life in his native state; but

in 1849, during the gold excitement in California, he went to the Pacific slope

and was quite successful in his mining operations there. After his return to

Maine he engaged in the grain and flour business in Portland for several years,

and this business also proved quite profitable. He was a very ambitious man,

was large and powerful in build, and was a stanch Republican in politics. In

early manhood he married Miss Frances E. Goodwin, a native of Buxton, Maine,

and a daughter of Joseph and Lucy (Alden) Goodwin, the latter a descendant of

the noted John Alden, who came to this country in the Mayflower. Mrs. Thomes

died at the age of sixty-two years, and her husband at the age of fifty-eight,

leaving four children. 




 Doctor Thomes made his home

under the parental roof until his graduation from Bowdoin College, in June,

1886, when he commenced the practice of medicine at Stoughton, Massachusetts,

remaining there for three years. He then opened an office in Port Chester, New

York, and was not long in building up the large and lucrative practice which he

still enjoys. Doctor Thomes has ever been public-spirited and has lent hearty

co-operation in .all enterprises for the benefit of the general welfare. He

built the White Plains and Port Chester sewers, the Pemblewort Bolt Works, the

Putnam lake dam for the Greenwich Water Company, and the Port Chester Bolt

& Nut Company's building. 




 On the 3rd of September, 1890,

Dr. Thomes was united in marriage to Miss Edith Farrington, of Stoughton,

Massachusetts, a daughter of Samuel and R. Thedora (Talbot) Farrington, both

natives of Stoughton and representatives of prominent old Massachusetts

families. Her parents are still living, and the father is engaged in business

in his native town. To the Doctor and his wife has been born a daughter, Gladys

Edith. They are members of the Congregational church and are quite prominent in

the best social circles of Port Chester. Politically the Doctor is an ardent

Republican and an advocate of a high protective tariff, while socially he is a

member of Mamaro Lodge, No. 653, F. & A. M., of Port Chester. Upright,

reliable and honorable, his strict adherence to principle commands the respect

of all. The place he has won in the medical profession is accorded him in

recognition of his skill and ability, and the place which he occupies in the

social world is a tribute to that genuine worth and true nobleness of character

which are universally recognized and honored. 




 




PLATT, LEWIS C.




 




 The gentleman whose name forms

the caption of this memoir, was one of the most illustrious citizens of White

Plains, Westchester county. He was born in North Castle, in March, 1818, a son

of Benoni Piatt, who was a farmer in that town. He obtained an education by

attending the academy at Bedford village and later Union College, in 1834, in a

class that included a number of men since prominent in public life. He studied

law under the auspices of Samuel E. Lyon, in White Plains, was admitted to the

bar, and in 1843 opened an office for himself and was soon among those of the

first rank of the county bar. 




 In early life Mr. Piatt was a

Whig, and by that party he was elected supervisor of the town of White Plains

in 1846. The next year he was elected surrogate of this county, and by

re-election served two terms of four years each. He was the first surrogate

elected in Westchester county, the office having previously been an appointive

position. During the last year of his term as surrogate he was selected as the

candidate for county clerk on the fusion Whig-Democratic ticket against John P.

Jenkins; but the "American" party was then at its crest of popularity

in this county — which indeed was a stronghold of " Know-nothingism "

— and the ticket was defeated. Following the leaders of the old Whig

organization into the new Republican party, Mr. Piatt was a Republican on the

issues of the civil war, but disagreed with the "radical " policy

after the war and became a " Liberal," supporting Horace Greeley for

the presidency of the United States. Both Democratic and Liberal leaders urged

upon him the nomination for congress, believing he could redeem the district

from the Republicans; but he declined to make the fight. He ever afterward was

a thoroughgoing Democrat. 




 In the early '70s Mr. Piatt

was for two terms a trustee of the village of White Plains. In 1883 local

Democrats sought the strength of his name on the head of the Democratic ticket,

as a candidate for supervisor against Elisha Horton, the popular Republican who

had in a Democratic town defeated strong opponents, and Mr. Piatt was elected

by the splendid majority of one hundred and sixty-eight; and for nine

successive years after he had no opposition for the Democratic nomination for

supervisor; and with the exception of one year his election was practically

unopposed by the. Republicans. Had he lived a few weeks longer he would again

have been placed at the head of the town's affairs. He was one of the best

informed members of the board of supervisors, and had for a number of years

been chairman of the judiciary committee of that body. 




 The strength of his popularity

as a Democrat was sought in 1883, when he was solicited by many shrewd

Democratic leaders to accept the office of county judge, in order to wrest the

county court from the Republicans, who had held possession of it for

twenty-four years, and who at this time intended to put forward their strongest

candidate, Isaac N. Mills. The name of Mr. Piatt, who was evidently the popular

candidate, elicited the greatest enthusiasm, and his canvass would have been a

" walk-over " had he been nominated. 




 During the forty years and

more that Mr. Piatt practiced law in. White Plains, he transacted a great

volume of business, especially in matters connected with real estate and the

surrogate's office, his industry being indefatigable and his days of work long

and hard to the very last of his life. 




 When his son, District

Attorney William P. Piatt, became of age, he made him his partner, and the firm

of L. C. & W. P. Piatt long ranked among the highest at the bar. 




 In religion Mr. Piatt was a

Presbyterian and a regular attendant at the Presbyterian church; and in

fraternal relations he was the oldest member of White Plains Lodge, No. 473, F.

&. A. M., having joined May 15, 1859. 




 He was married during his

first term as surrogate, to Miss Laura Popham, of Scarsdale, who survives him.

His children numbered five daughters and three sons. He died March 13, 1893,

and the funeral services, held at the Presbyterian church, were attended by an

immense throng; and had the church been twice the size it would have hardly

accommodated all who desired to pay a last tribute of respect to his memory.

The most prominent men throughout the county were present, as well as many fellow

craftsmen of his lodge, who passed hearty resolutions of respect to his memory.

Also the courts adopted appropriate resolutions. Rev. Dr. A. R. Macoubrey, his

pastor, who could not be present at the funeral on account of illness, wrote

the following tribute, which was read on the occasion: 




 




 Nothing since I have been

laid aside in illness has moved me to so deep regret as that I am unable to

stand in my place in his funeral services and utter my tribute of respect and

love for Mr. Lewis C. Piatt. I did not know that he was ill till the day upon

the evening of which he died. I at once sent words of greeting from my sick

room to his, but ere they could reach him God had seen it best that the end of

the earthly life should be, and the rest eternal and perfect should be his. One

cannot but be grateful that the experience of long distressing illness was not

his ere the finger of God's silence was put upon his lips. One could not but be

grateful, too, for the spirit that was his. I have wondered if ever any came to

know him as he really was without loving him, his was so eminently and really

an unselfish spirit. How many stories of his kindness will be told in the

houses in this community! He was so frank and honest in every revelation of

himself that all came instinctively to love him. 




 One in another part of this

state, who himself had held a position of influence, once said to me that, from

his ability and spirit in the days of his power, Mr. Piatt could have occupied

the highest position in our state had the spirit of ambition possessed him. I

have known him but in these years of his age since his three-score years and

ten. There has been indeed in his physique the suggestion of years; but one

forgot this in his active life, quick step, clear, vigorous intellect,

sustained interest in all the welfare of the community and of those with whom

he was associated in life. Who that knew him was ready to have him go

hence.!" But the Lord has chosen, and there is never error in his judgment

or failure in his love; and gently as a father dealeth with his little child he

has. taken him unto himself. 




 Shut within my room these

weeks, I have no word from him in his illness to bear unto my speech; but I

know of his simple, earnest faith in Christ and of the tender turning of his

spirit toward the cross, through which alone our spirits know pardon, cherish

hope and pass on unto the life eternal. 




 In the vision of my

congregation as it now comes before me, no face is more distinct than his.

Always was he in his place in the Sabbath morning, and in the Sabbath afternoon

service also, listening with an earnestness that made my gaze often seek his

face. I shall so miss his presence from the inspirations and helps in the

worship of the Lord's house! However early I was in entering the church I was

rarely there before him. Often a few words of salutation would be exchanged on

my way to the pulpit. I must wait now to see his face again and get his

greeting, and see the revelation of his tender, true spirit until it is in our

Father's house on high. 




 And so we go hence, one by

one. 




 




STILWELL, BENJAMIN WATSON




 




 When New York was in

possession of a Dutch colony, occupying the lower Hudson valley, Nicholas

Stilwell, about the year 1638, crossed the Atlantic from the county of Surrey, England,

and took up his abode in the New Netherlands. The history of the family in

England can be traced back to 1324, the name dating from the time when surnames

were first given. Nicholas Stilwell located on Manhattan island, at Turtle Bay

and was driven from that place by an Indian uprising. He then took refuge at

the fort and subsequently settled at Gravesend, where he resided until a few

years prior to his death, removing to Staten island in 1671. 




 The story of his life rivals

in interest and adventure that of Captain Miles Standish or of Captain John

Smith. In the Indian uprising of 1643 he commanded troops that defended

Gravesend, and after the repulse of the savages and the signing of the treaty

of peace he left for Virginia, where in the spring of 1648 a 'terrible massacre

had been perpetrated. Falling back to the York river, he was again in command

of a troop of horse which he successfully led against the Indian chief

Opechancanaugh, and upon the death of that chieftain Captain Stilwell withdrew

and recruited a company, which was engaged in Clayborne's rebellion in

Maryland, and for which service the assembly of the province of Maryland issued

a proclamation placing a penalty upon his head. Clayborne once established in

power, he no longer needed the services of Captain Stilwell, who then returned

to New Amsterdam, where he dwelt with his family, his home being on what is now

the corner of Maiden Lane and Pearl street. He was also prominent in the civil

affairs of the district, served as magistrate for several terms and was also

president of the court martial in Brooklyn. From New York he removed to

Gravesend and owned one of the original twenty-acre farms there. He

subsequently resided upon two hundred acres of land on North river, between the

villages of New Utrecht and Gravesend, and while there was directed by the

governor-general to remove into the village for protection from the Indians,

but was able to satisfy the commander that he was amply protected and

accordingly remained upon his farm. The Esopus war broke out in 1663 and he was

commissioned lieutenant and later ensign in charge of the expedition. After

quelling that disturbance he returned to the defense of New Amsterdam, where

the authority of the Dutch was being contested by Connecticut as belonging to

England. At that time Christie, proclaiming the country an English possession,

was met with the resistance of Nicholas Stilwell and his followers, and upon

his refusal to accede to Mr. Stilwell's demands the latter arrested him. This

act was regarded by many as a very rash procedure and one which exceeded his

authority, but subsequent events more than acquitted Mr. Stilwell and won him

the unanimous approval of the people. He was regarded as Governor Stuyvesant's

right-hand man, was very loyal to him and refused to countenance the plots

against him. 




 Nicholas Stilwell subsequently

sold his farm and removed to the eastern side of Staten Island, where he

resided at the time of the transfer of the governmental power of New York

colony to the English. When the government of Staten island was established he

became a very prominent man in its affairs and up to the day of his death was

active and influential in public life. He was a man of marked individuality and

great force and strength of character, and to a well-developed physique, inured

to hardship and toil, he added an iron will. If he was called violent and

unreasonable and a disturber of the peace it was only by a crowd of malcontents

and wrong-doers against whom, single-handed and alone, he manfully stood for

measures which time proved to be of great public benefit. He died December 28,

1671. His children were Richard, born in 1636; Nicholas, in 1638; Ann, in 1639;

Alice, in 1644; William; in 1648; Thomas, in 1651; Daniel, in 1653; Mary, the

date of whose birth is unknown; and Jeremiah, born in 1663. 




 The second son of this family.

Captain Nicholas Stilwell, Jr., resided at Gravesend and rivaled his father in

prominence. He died about the year 1715, after an active, useful and honorable

life of seventy-seven years. He was one of the most extensive land-owners of

Kings county. In 1663 he served as one of the justices of Yorktown; in 1683 was

sheriff of Kings county; in 1685, 1688, 1689 and 1693 he was one of the

justices of that county; in 1689 he was captain of the Gravesend militia; from

1691 until 1694 and again in 1698 he was a member of the colonial assembly from

Kings county; in 1693, was connected with Kings county contingent and was

ordered to proceed against the French and Indians. He discharged all his

duties, both civil and military, with marked ability, and was a very popular

and prominent man. He was three times married, his first union being with

Rebecca Bayliss, his second with Catherine Morgan. The first name of his third

wife was Elizabeth, but her surname is not known. 




 Among his children was

Nicholas Stilwell, who first married Micah Lake, and in 1793 wedded Elizabeth

Cornell. He was the owner of a large estate and held a number of official

positions in Queens county. Among his children was John Stilwell, the

great-grandfather of Benjamin Watson Stilwell, of this review. He was born in

1690, and at different times resided at Springfield and Jamaica, Long Island.

He was married in 1721 to Eleanor Furman, and their children were William, John

and Stephen. 




 Stephen Stilwell, the

grandfather of our subject, was born at Flushing, Long Island, October 27,

1760, and carried on business in New York city as an importer of fine and rare

furniture. He was also an extensive glass manufacturer of Woodstock, Long

Island, at one time, and owned and operated a tide-water mill at Jamaica, Long

Island, where he made his home for a number of years. He served for many years

in the United States customhouse in New York city, and became a man of considerable

wealth, retiring at an early age from business to enjoy the comforts of country

life. He died at Marbletown, Long Island, in 1847, at the age of eighty-six

years. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Nancy Moore, was born December 10,

1765, and they were married on Long Island June 10, 1784. Their children were:

Rev. William M., who was born December 10, 1787, and was married March 1, 1810,

to Sallie Bloom Sands, who died in 1846, at the age of eighty years. Stephen,

born July 13, 1791, served as an officer in the custom-house in New York city,

and was married January 18, 1815, to Catherine Brevier, who was born September

29, 1789. Jane M., born April 24, 1796, became the wife of William Jewett,

April 7, 1817. Silas M. , born June 6, 1800, served as marshal of New York city

for many years, was also a prominent member of the state legislature and the

author of the Stilwell act, and was associated with Secretary Chase in

formulating the present national banking system. Samuel, born March 23, 1798, married

Maria Bloom, in April, 1819; and John, the youngest, is the subject of the next

paragraph. 




 John Stilwell, the father of

Benjamin W., was born at Flushing, Long Island, October 7, 1802, and during his

boyhood secured a clerkship in a store in New York city. Subsequently he

engaged in the dry-goods business on his own account there, and later became

interested in real estate, in which he was eminently successful. He served for

some years as school trustee in New York city, but on account of ill health removed

into the country, purchasing a farm at Mile Square in Yonkers. He retired from

mercantile life about 1850, but continued to engage in the real-estate

business, making extensive purchases, and was uniformly successful, amassing a

handsome fortune. 




 In 1823 he was united in

marriage to Miss Mary Jane Oakley, who died December 18, 1845, leaving several

children. After the death of his first wife, Mr. Stilwell married Miss Cornelia

Frances Seymour, and their children are Cornelia, wife of Charles L. Hulbert;

Fannie, wife of E. Russell Coles, of Yonkers; and Benjamin W. Mr. Stilwell,

although for many years a member of the First Reformed church, had strong

Quaker tendencies and took a deep interest in all measures that tended to

benefit the community. He served as village treasurer for a time, was one of

the incorporators of the Yonkers Savings Bank, and, after a twenty-five years

residence on Locust Hill, died, at his home there, in 1879, respected by all

who knew him. 




 We now take up the personal

history of Benjamin W. Stilwell, who was born at Yonkers July 19, 1858. Here he

was educated in Hooper's private institute, after which he studied civil

engineering, gaining practical knowledge with an engineering corps. It was his

father's desire that he should study law and he accordingly matriculated in the

Columbia Law School, where he was graduated in 1879, with the degree of LL. B.

Shortly after his graduation his father died, and being appointed executor of

his estate he was forced to devote a great deal of attention to the property

interest. But without any special liking for the legal profession, and having

for years desired to pursue medical studies, the opportunity presenting itself,

he decided to take the course, and after one year at the College of Physicians

& Surgeons he entered the Homeopathic Medical College and Hospital, and in

1887 obtained the degree of M. D., graduating with the honors of the class. He

subsequently spent one year in the New York Ophthalmic Hospital, and later took

post-graduate courses at the Policlinic and Northwestern Dispensary, after

which he passed a portion of one year in study and travel at various centers of

medical learning in Europe. On his return to America he located in Yonkers and

interested himself largely in real estate, preferring business to the practice

of a profession. 




 He is a trustee of the Yonkers

Savings Bank, and in 1898 became interested in the United Gas Improvement

Company, and is now connected .with that company as its business manager. 




 On the 20th of February, 1880,

Dr. Stilwell was united in marriage to Miss Mary Augusta Peene, a daughter of

Joseph Peene, of Yonkers, and to them have been born four children, — Alice,

Joseph Warren, John and Mary. 




 Dr. Stilwell is an honorary

member of the Palisade Boat Club and the Chiron Club, of New York city. He is

also a member of the Alumni Association of the New York Homeopathic Medical

College, a member of the Yonkers Board of Trade, and is the president of the

Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children. He is a member of the First

Presbyterian church of Yonkers, but believes in the widest liberality and

tolerance in the matter of religious creeds. Intellectual, moral, social and

material advancement all find in him an advocate, and his understanding of

political questions is shown in the consistent support which he gives the

Republican party. He is a man of scholarly attainments and broad general

culture, and no resident of Yonkers enjoys a higher regard or is more worthy of

the esteem of his fellow men than Dr. Benjamin Watson Stilwell. 
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