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Introduction


Pre-cut 10" (25.4cm) squares are a fantastic way to make a cohesive-looking quilt with lots of variety. These sets of 10" (25.4cm) squares are all cut from the same collection of fabric, so you can feel confident that everything will coordinate beautifully. You’re also able to get a variety of fabrics without having to purchase multiple individual cuts.


Easy to collect, store, and fall in love with, pre-cut 10" (25.4cm) squares are an affordable way to collect full fabric lines from your favorite designers. You may already have a shelf stacked with pre-cut fabrics waiting to be turned into quilts! Flip through the pages of this book for inspiration and instructions on how to turn these beautiful fabrics into quilts you can snuggle under.


Each quilt-top pattern in this book is made with just forty-two 10" (25.4cm) squares. You don’t need additional background fabric, just a single set of pre-cut 10" (25.4cm) squares is all that you need for these quilt tops!


As you flip through your chosen fabrics, you’ll get a feel for how the collection was put together. Some of these patterns work best with collections that have strong contrast, some are great for a busy collection, and some work with just about any fabric collection you choose.
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Pre-cut squares are an affordable way to collect full fabric lines from your favorite designers.









Sometimes, you will find a piece of fabric in your pre-cut stack that isn’t a full 10" (25.4cm) square. This is one of the ends of the bolt of fabric. Don’t worry! When the fabric was cut, the ends were overlapped to ensure that you were given all your 10" (25.4cm) squares. Put this piece of fabric aside and consider it a bonus!





Table of Contents


TOOLS AND SUPPLIES


WHAT ARE PRE-CUTS?


TIPS AND TRICKS


Using Pre-Cuts


Making Your Own Pre-Cuts


Squaring Up Blocks


Deciding Color Placement


PROJECTS


Large Half-Square Triangles


Simple Four-Patches


Smaller Half-Square Triangles


Snowball Corners Blocks


Rail Fence


Half Rail Fence


Half-Quarter-Square Triangles


Square-in-a-Square


Nine-Patch


Quarter-Square Triangles


Quarter Log Cabin


Specialty Designs


Big Heart


Star


ADJUSTING TOTAL QUILT SIZES


Standard Quilt Sizes


Adding More Blocks


Adding Borders


FINISHING YOUR QUILT


Basting


Quilting


Trimming Up


Binding


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


ABOUT THE AUTHOR





Tools and Supplies


As you begin your 10" (25.4cm)-square quilt block projects, you’ll want to have a few tools nearby so you’re fully prepared. Because the squares are already cut to a manageable size, you don’t need many supplies to turn them into quilts. Here are the basics:


Quilting Rulers


Quilting rulers are acrylic rulers with markings on them to help with accurate cutting. These can be ink markings or etched markings, depending on the brand. If you’d like to use a single ruler, the Cake Cutter Ruler was designed to work with all the quilts in this book. If you’d like to use your existing rulers, a 10" x 10" (25.4 x 25.4cm) square for trimming and squaring up, and a 3 ½" x 13" (8.9 x 33cm) or larger ruler for cutting down the pieces will work as well.


Marking Pen


When making half-square-triangle units, you’ll want a good marking pen. Quilt shops sell chalk pencils with different colors of lead and water-soluble pens with blue ink. Both are great options. The heat-activated friction-style pens can be used on the back of fabric, but aren’t recommended for the front of fabric as the ink will reappear in the cold. A simple graphite mechanical pencil is also a great option for marking on the back of fabric.
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The Cake Cutter Ruler was specifically designed to work with all the quilts in this book!
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Getting a rotary cutter with a fresh, sharp blade will make all the difference in your cutting.









Rotary Cutter


Combined with a quilting ruler, a rotary cutter will give clean and accurate cuts. The 45mm is the standard size for rotary cutters, although you can use a smaller or larger rotary cutter. A fresh, sharp blade will both give you cleaner cuts and be safer to use. A sharp blade requires less pressure, which gives you more control.


Cutting Mat


You’ll need a self-healing cutting mat to use with the rotary cutter and ruler(s). A 24" x 24" (61 x 61cm) or larger will work best for the projects in this book. Make sure to keep heat sources away from your cutting mat—heat will warp the mat, and warped mats are unusable.


Iron and Ironing Board (or Wool Pressing Mat)



Pressing is an essential part of creating accurate quilt blocks. Having a dedicated ironing station for quilting is a luxury but not necessary. You will want to make sure that your iron is clean—a stained iron can leave unsightly stains on your quilt.


Sewing Machine


For quilting, a sewing machine with a standard straight stitch is all you need. Having a thread cutter and a needle threader on the machine is always a nice bonus. For accuracy, you may want to invest in a ¼'' (6.4mm) presser foot for your machine—every brand will have this option, so check with the local sewing machine dealer for your brand. If you plan to quilt the quilts yourself, a walking foot and/or a free-motion quilting foot will be a wise investment.
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